Columbia  5BnttJer^itp 


LIBRARY 


GIVEN  BY 


Mrs  Eby 


DOCUMENTS  CONCERNING 
SWEDENBORG 


DOCUMENTS 


CONCERXING 


THE  LIFE  AND  CHARACTER 


OF 


EMANUEL  SWEDENBORG 


COLLECTED,  TRANSLATED,  AND  ANNOTATED 


BY 


R.  L.  TAFEL,  A.  M.,  PH.  D. 


VOLUME  I. 


SWEDENBORG  SOCIETY,  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN 

36  BLOOM'SBURY  STKEEtV  LONDON 


^9 


^^98  Q 


PREFACE. 

Ill  the  yeor  1868,  the  editor,  wliile  professor  at  the 
Washington  Uk^/ersity  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  requested 
by  the  General  Convention  of  the  New  Church  in  America 
to  undertake  a  journey  to  Sweden,  for  the  purpose  of  securin!^ 
a  photo-hthographic  reproduction  of  all  the  unpublished  manu- 
scripts of  Swedenborg.  He  accordingly  embarked  for  Europe 
at  the  end  of  July  of  the  same  year,  and  towards  the  end  of 
September  arrived  in  Stockholm,  where  he  at  once  entered 
upon  the  work  of  his  important  mission. 

After  accomplishing  the  preliminary  part  of  his  task,  that 
of  making  a  most  minute  and  careful  examination  of  the 
Swedenborg  MSS.,  which  are  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm,  he,  while  engaged  one  day 
in  the  Royal  Library  in  turning  over  some  of  its  literary  treasures, 
laid  his  hand  upon  some  documents  respecting  Swedenborg 
which  had  never  been  published  in  the  English  language.  It 
was  then  that  the  idea  occurred  to  him  of  not  only  making 
an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  author's  unpublished  writings, 
but  also  of  collecting  such  documents  respecting  him  as  might 
stiU  be  in  existence,  scattered  over  the  various  parts  of  his 
native  country. 

The  Royal  Librarian  in  Stockholm,  Mr.  G.  E.  Klemming, 
kindly  entered  into  the  editor's  plans,  and,  at  his  request,  at  once 
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issued  a  circular  wliich  was  inserted  in  most  of  the  Swedish 
journals,  soHciting  all  who  were  in  possession  of  letters  addressed 
to,  or  written  hy,  Swedenborg,  or  other  documents  respecting 
him,  to  send  them  to  the  Royal  Library  in  Stockholm,  where 
certified  copies  would  be  taken.  *  At  the  same  time  direct 
appeals  were  made  by  the  Eoyal  Librarian  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Ahl- 
strand,  librarian,  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  to  all 
antiquarians  and  collectors  in  furtherance  of  this  object. 

The  result  was  the  accumulation,  in  a  short  time,  of  a  vast 
mass  of  information  respecting  Swedenborg,  the  very  existence 
of  which  had  not  previously  been  suspected. 

The  most  fruitful  sources  of  documentary  information  were: 
First,  the  Cathedral-Library  at  Linkoping ;  whither  the  editor, 
by  the  advice  of  his  faithful  coadjutors,  undertook  a  journey 
about  the  end  of  October,  1868,  and  where  the  Consistory, 
under  the  presidency  of  Bishop  Bring,  with  the  greatest  readiness 
resolved  to  send  to  the  Eoyal  Library  in  Stockholm  all  the 
volumes  which  contained  letters  or  other  documents  respecting 
Swedenborg ;  at  the  same  time  instructing  the  Royal  Librarian 
to  place  these  volumes  freely  at  the  service  of  the  editor. 
From  these  volumes  are  derived  seventy-one  of  the  documents 
in  Section  III,  and  two  of  those  in  Section  IV.  Secondly, 
the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  which  supplied  twenty- 
five  of  the  letters  in  Section  II,  seventeen  of  those  in  Section  III, 
four  documents  of  Section  IV,  twenty-five  of  Section  VI,  and 
three  of  great  importance  in  Section  VII;  it  provided,  be- 
sides, the  journals  of  Swedenborg's  travels,  which  are  printed 
in  Section  VIII,  with  some  letters  contained  in  Section  IX. 
Thirdly,  the  Royal  Library  in  Stockholm ;  the  present  custodian 
of  the  treasures  of  Count  Eugestrom's  Kbrary  (see  foot-note  to- 
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Document  137),  from  which  have  been  derived  two  letters  in 
Section  I,  four  documents  in  Section  IV,  one  in  Section  V, 
and  several  in  Section  XI.  In  the  Royal  Library  is  pre- 
served also  the  interesting  document  entitled  "Swedenborg's 
Dreams,"  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  Section  VIII. 

In  November  1868,  the  editor  left  Sweden  in  order  to  lay 
the  results  of  his  investigations  respecting  the  'i^wedenborg  MSS. 
before  the  friends  of  the  New  Church  at  large;  and  in  June 
1869  he  returned  to  Sweden  with  instructions  from  the  General 
Convention  of  the  New  Church  in  America  (which  was  soon  after 
joined  by  the  General  Conference  in  Great  Britain)  to  commence 
the  photo-lithographic  reproduction  of  the  unpublished  writings 
of  Swedenborg. 

While  engaged  in  the  superintendence  of  this  work  he 
continued  to  seek,  by  all  available  means,  to  increase  his 
stock  of  Documents;  and  permission  having  been  granted  by 
the  authorities  of  the  College  of  Commerce,  he  entered  upon 
a  systematic  examination  of  the  records  of  the  College  of  Mines 
dui'ing  the  time  Swedenborg  had  been  officially  connected  with 
it,  from  1717  to  1747.  The  results  of  this  investigation  are 
contained^  partly  in  Section  V,  and  partly  in  Section  VI.  He 
supplemented  his  researches  in  the  College  of  Mines  by 
investigations  in  the  Royal  Archives,  free  access  to  which  had 
been  granted  him  by  the  superintendent,  Count  Oxenstjerna. 
Besides,  the  Court  of  Appeals  opened  to  him  its  hidden  treas- 
ures, and  an  interesting  law-suit  was  there  discovered,  an 
abstract  of  which  is  contained  in  Document  132,  Section  IV. 

The  funds  which  were  required  for  collecting  and  tran- 
scribing this  vast  mass  of  documents,  were  supplied  by  the 
American  Document  Committee,  which  is  under  the  direction 
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of  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Benade,  secretary  of  the  American  Sweden- 
borg  MSS.  Committee;  L.  C.  Jungerich,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  editor  of  the  present  work;  to  this  committee  also 
belong  the  original  documents  which  were  thus  obtained.  A 
copy  of  these  documents  was  taken  by  the  General  Conference 
at  its  own  expense,  and  deposited  by  resolution  with  the 
Swedenborg  Society,  for  safe  custody. 

At  the  end  of  May,  1870,  the  editor  left  Stockholm,  having 
successfully  accomplished  the  task  of  reproducing,  by  the  photo- 
lithographic process,  the  unpublished  MSS.  of  Emanuel  Sweden- 
borg. Soon  after  his  arrival  in  London,  an  account  of  the 
documents  he  had  collected  was  published  in  the  "Intellectual 
Repository;"  and  the  Rev.  Augustus  Clissold  was  so  much 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  having  them  made  accessible 
to  the  English  reader,  that  he  placed  £200  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Swedenborg  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
translated. 

At  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  the  Swedenborg  Society 
the  editor  undertook  the  work  of  translating  and  preparing 
these  documents  for  the  press.  He  soon  found,  however,  that 
it  would  be  necessary  for  him,  not  only  to  translate  the  new 
documents  discovered  by  him  in  Sweden,  but  also  to  give  a 
new  version  of  almost  all  those  that  had  been  previously 
published,  as,  for  instance,  Sandel's  Eulogiam,  Robsahm's 
Memoirs,  and  others,  which  had  been  rendered  into  English, 
not  from  the  originals,  but  from  French  and  Grerman 
versions. 

It  was  found  necessary  also  to  subject  all  the  documents 
which  had  been  discovered  to  a  close  scrutiny,  and  to  separate 
the  genuine  from  the  spurious.    Doubtful  testimony  had  to  be 
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analysed,  and  reasons  given  for  either  accepting  or  rejecting  it; 
and  where  contradictory  evidence  occurred,  an  attempt  had  to 
be  made  to  arrive  at  the  truth  according  to  the  laws  of  evidence. 
All  this  entailed  on  the  editor  a  great  amount  of  labour.  But 
that  labour,  great  as  it  was,  rendered  further  exertion  necessary. 
He  found  it  requisite  to  make  laborious  researches,  in  order 
to  obtain  information  respecting  the  life  and  character  of  the 
various  persons  whose  names  occur  in  the  documents,  or  who 
have  given  their  testimony  concerning  Swedenborg.  The  results 
of  these  researches  are  embodied  in  notes  appended  to  the  first 
and  second  volumes.  The  authorities  chiefly  consulted  in 
the  preparation  of  these  notes  are,  Anrep's  "Svenska  Adelns 
Attar-Taflor"  the  "BiogrqfisJd  Lexicon  ofver  Namnkunnige 
Svenska  Mcin,"  "Nya  Kyrkan  ocli  dess  inflytande  pa  Theologiens 
Studmm  i  Sverige,"  and  Dr.  Kahl's  " Narratiunculoe  de  vitis 
Hominum  in  E.  Sivedenl)orgii  Diariis  Commemoratorum"  the 
German  "Conversations-Lexicon,"  and  the  '■'■  Encycloijcedia  Britan- 
nica."  It  was  thought  it  would  be  interesting  and  instructive 
to  those  who  accept  Swedenborg's  testimony  as  a  seer,  to 
learn  what  he  has  said  regarding  the  state  in  the  other  world 
of  the  more  prominent  of  those  persons  who  figure  in  these 
documents,  therefore  his  theological  works,  and  especially  his 
"Spiritual  Diary,"  have  been  frequently  brought  into  requisition 
in  the  preparation  of  the  notes. 

At  the  request  of  the  editor,  the  Committee  of  the  Sweden- 
borg Society  appointed  the  Rev.  William  Bruce,  editor  of  the 
"Intellectual  Repository,"  to  assist  him  with  his  advice  and 
otherwise,  in  preparing  the  materials  for  the  press.  Besides 
his  assistance,  help  has  also  been  rendered  by  Mr.  James 
Speirs,  the  pubhsher  of  the  work.    Notwithstanding,  however, 
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the  care  and  labour  bestowed  upon  it,  it  has  been  found 
impossible  in  all  instances  to  make  the  meaning  quite  clear, 
the  originals  being  in  many  passages  very  obscure.  This  is 
especially  the  case  with  the  letters  that  passed  between  Sweden- 
borg  and  his  brother-in-law,  Ericus  Benzelius,  in  many  of  which 
allusions  are  made  that  could  only  have  been  understood,  and 
were  only  intended  to  be  understood,  by  each  other. 

Still,  with  these  and  other  imperfections,  the  editor  indulges 
the  hope  that  the  present  collection  of  documents,  many  of 
which  have  no  doubt  been  rescued  from  destruction  or  oblivion, 
will  be  accepted  by  the  members  of  the  New  Church  as  an  im- 
portant contribution  towards  a  knowledge  of  one,  in  whose 
personal  as  well  as  of&cial  life  and  character  they  must  feel 
a  deep  interest. 

London,  May,  1875. 
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DOCUMENT  1. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  REV.  THOMAS  HARTLEY^ 
TO  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORO 

WHICH  DREW  FROM  HIM  THE  LETTER  CONTAINING  HIS  BRIEF  AUTO- 
BIOGRAPHY* 

Most  respected  and  beloved  Sir, 

I  consider  myself  most  highly  favoured  and  I 
rejoice  from  my  inmost  heart  in  having  had  the  honour,  which 
you  lately  granted  me,  of  conversing  with  you;  and  also  in 
your  having  been  so  kind  and  friendly  towards  me  who  am 
quite  unworthy  of  such  a  favour.  But  your  charity  towards  the 
neighbour,  the  heavenly  benignity  shining  from  your  coun- 
tenance, and  your  childlike  simplicity,  devoid  of  all  vain  show 
and  egotism,  are  so  great,  and  the  treasure  of  wisdom  pos- 
sessed by  you  is  so  sweetly  tempered  with  gentleness,  that  it 
did  not  inspire  in  me  a  feeling  of  awe,  but  one  of  love,  which 
refreshed  me  in  my  innermost  heart.  Believe  me,  0  best  of 
men,  that  by  my  intercourse  with  you  I  consider  myself  crowned 
with  more  than  royal  favours ;  for  who  among  kings,  if  he  is  of 
a  sane  mind,  would  not  gladly  converse  with  an  inhabitant  of 
heaven,  while  here  on  earth  ?  But  the  things  which  are  hidden 
from  the  great  men  upon  earth,  are  revealed  to  the  humble. 
In  speaking  with  you  every  suspicion  of  flattery  must  be 
hushed.  For  what  ground  for  flattery  can  there  be,  when  I 
attribute  everythmg  in  you,  however  great  and  extraordinary  it 
may  be,  to  the  Lord,  and  not  to  yourself,  and  when  I  look  upon 
you  only  as  an  instrument  of  His  mercy  and  great  kindness! 

*  The  Latin   originals  of  Documents  1  and  3  were   formerly  in  Count 
Engestr(>m's  Library,  but  they  are  now  preserved  in  the  Royal  Library  of 

Stockholm.  ,  ■> 
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But  may  I  be  permitted  to  offer  honour  and  glory  to  the  in- 
strument— for  this  is  well-pleasing  to  the  Lord;  and  may  I  be 
permitted  to  tell  you  from  a  heart  full  of  gratitude,  that  1 
consider  myself  thrice  blessed,  that  your  writings,  by  the  Divine 
Providence,  have  fallen  into  my  hands  ?  for  from  them,  as  from 
a  living  fountain,  I  have  drawn  so  many  things,  as  well  for 
instruction  and  edification  as  for  my  great  dehght,  and  I  have 
been  freed  by  them  from  so  many  fears,  and  from  so  many 
errors,  doubts,  and  opinions,  which  held  my  mind  in  perplexity 
and  bondage,  that  I  seem  to  myself  sometimes,  as  if  transferred 
among  the  angels.  May  the  Lord,  the  Highest  and  Best,  forbid 
that  I  deceive  myself  with  a  vain  and  premature  hope;  and  may 
He  always  keep  me  in  a  state  of  humility  and  repentance, 
anxious  to  shun  all  evil,  and  ready  to  do  all  good,  so  that  I 
may  safely  and  happily  reach  the  goal  of  our  destination  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

There  are  many  things  in  my  mind,  dear  Sir,  that  I  should 
like  to  ask  if  time  would  permit;  but  may  I  be  allowed  to  sub- 
mit to  you  the  following  few.  In  the  "Wisdom  of  Angels  con- 
cerning the  Divine  Love,  n.  221,  you  say  that  the  Lord  (Jehovah) 
in  the  world  superinduced  a  humanity  over  the  former  humanity. 
Did  not  the  Lord,  therefore,  have  a  two-fold  humanity,  while 
on  earth,  one  which  was  Divine,  and  another  which  was  natural, 
and  not  yet  glorified.  If  it  was  not  so,  how  can  we  answer 
those  who  urge,  in  favour  of  separate  persons  in  God,  the  fol- 
lowing words  of  John  xvii,  5:  "Father,  glorify  me  with  the 
glory,  which  I  had  with  Thee,  before  the  world  was  made?" 
If,  then,  He  had  a  twofold  humanity, — which  of  the  two  said 
these  words  to  the  Divine  Essence  or  to  the  Father,  inasmuch 
as  the  former  Humanity  had  not  lost  the  glory,  and  therefore 
could  not  ask  for  its  restoration,  and  the  latter  had  not  yet 
attained  glorification,  and  therefore  could  not  say,  '^Glorify  me 
with  the  glory,  which  I  had  with  Thee,"  &c.  Does  there  not 
seem  to  be  a  dilemma  on  either  side?  I  do  not  ask  this, 
because  my  faith  about  doctrine  can  be  shaken  by  a  thousand 
difficulties,  but  because  I  should  like  to  answer  those  who  wish 
to  know  the  reason. 

Secondly,  If  Jehovah  had  always  a  Divine  Humanity — as 
I  verily  believe  He  had — what  need  was  there,  for  the  purpose 
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of  His  descent  among  men,  to  fill  angels  with  His  Divine 
Essence;  and  why  could  He  not  appear  before  the  patriarchs 
as  God-Man?  It  is  not  necessary  that  you  should  answer 
this  by  a  special  letter,  for  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  you, 
who  are  occupied  with  more  important  matters. 

Pardon  my  troubling  you  so  much,  but  allow  me  still  to 
add  the  two  following  points: 

First,  If,  perchance,  after  your  departure  from  England, 
either  Dr.  Messiter,^  or  I,  or  both  of  us,  should  be  called  upon 
publicly  to  defend  your  writings,  and  if  likewise  an  occasion 
should  arise  of  defending  you,  their  author,  against  some 
malignant  slanderer,  who  would  Avish  to  injure  your  reputation 
by  a  web  of  falsehoods — as  those  are  in  the  habit  of  doing 
who  hate  the  truth — would  it  not  be  well  for  you,  in  order  to 
repel  such  slanders,  and  make  them  recoil  upon  their  origi- 
nator, to  leave  with  us  some  particulars  respecting  yourself, 
your  degi-ees  in  the  University,  the  public  offices  which  you 
administered,  your  friends  and  relations,  the  honours  which, 
I  am  told,  have  been  conferred  upon  you,  and  about  anything 
else  that  might  be  useful  in  establishing  your  good  character, 
so  that  pernicious  prejudices  may  be  removed;  for  it  is  our  duty  to 
use  all  lawful  means,  lest  the  cause  of  truth  should  suffer  injury. 

Secondly,  If,  perchance,  after  your  return  to  Sweden,  some 
persecution  should  be  excited  against  you  by  the  clergy,  on 
account  of  your  religion — which  may  God  prevent— return, 
then,  I  beseech  you,  to  England,  where  you  may  dwell  in  safe- 
ty. Dr.  Messiter  and  myself  mil  prepare  for  you  a  con- 
venient place  and  house,  either  in  town  or  in  the  country,  and 
we  shall  provide  for  every  thing  that  may  conduce  to  your 
well-being.  This  will  be  no  trouble  to  us,  but  will  give  us 
the  greatest  possible  pleasure. 

I  commend  myself  to  your  favour  and  affection,  and  I  am, 
and  shall  always  be,  my  teacher  and  most  distinguished  friend, 

with  all  due  reverence. 

Your  most  obliged  servant 
Thos.  Haetley. 
East  Mailing,  ^  ^^  ^^gg^ 

near  Maidstone,  Kent. 

To  the  Honourable  ]\Iii.  Swedenborg. 
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LETTER  FROM  ElMANUEL  SWEDEKBORG 
TO  THE  REV.  THOMAS  HARTLEY, 

CONTAINING  HIS  AUTOBIOGRAPHY* 

The  friendship  which  you  manifest  in  your  letter  greatly 
pleases  me;  and  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  both,  but  especially 
for  your  friendship.  The  praises  with  which  you  overwhelm 
me,  I  receive  simply  as  expressions  of  your  love  for  the  truths 
contained  in  my  writings;  and  I  refer  them,  as  their  soui'ce, 
to  the  Lord,  our  Saviour,  from  whom  is  everything  true,  be- 
cause He  is  the  Truth  Itself,  John,  xiv,  6.  I  have  con- 
sidered chiefly  the  remarks  you  make  at  the  close  of  your 
letter,  where  you  express  yourself  as  follows:  "If,  perchance, 
after  your  departure  from  England,  your  writings  should  be 
the  subject  of  discussion,  and  occasion  should  arise  for  de- 
fending you,  their  author,  against  some  malignant  slanderer, 
who  may  wish  to  injure  your  reputation  by  a  web  of  false- 
hoods —  as  those  are  in  the  habit  of  doing  who  hate  the  truth  — 
would  it  not  be  well  for  you,  in  order  to  repel  such  slanders, 
to  leave  mth  me   some  particulars  respecting  yourself,  your 

*  The  Latin  original  of  this  letter  was  printed  separately  by  Dr.  Hartley 
in  1769,  under  the  title:  Besponsum  ad  Ejnstolam  ab  amico  ad  me  scrip- 
tarn,  and  was  reprinted  in  the  Aurora,  Vol.  ii,  p.  224,  in  1800.  The  first 
Enghsh  translation  of  this  letter  was  pubHshed  by  Mr.  Hartley  himself,  in 
his  Enghsh  translation  oi  Swedenborg's  work  on  the  "Intercourse"  &c., 
which  he  published  under  the  following  title:  "A  Theosophical  Lucubration 
on  the  Nature  of  Liflux,  as  it  respects  the  Communication  and  Operations 
of  the  Soul  and  Body.  By  the  Honourable  and  Learned  Em.  Swedenborg. 
Now  first  translated  from  the  original  Latin.   London.   1770,"  4to. 
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degrees  in  the  University,  the  public  offices  you  filled,  your 
friends  and  relations,  the  honours  which,  I  am  told,  have  been 
conferred  upon  you,  and  anything  else  that  might  be  useful 
in  establishing  your  good  character,  so  that  ill-conceived  pre- 
judices may  be  removed;  for  it  is  our  duty  to  use  all  lawful 
means,  lest  the  cause  of  truth  should  suffer  injury."  After 
reflecting  on  tliis,  I  have  been  led  to  yield  to  your  friendly 
advice,  and  will  now  communicate  to  you  some  particulars  of 
my  life,  which  are  briefly  as  follows. 

I  was  born  at  Stockholm,  on  the  29th  of  January  in  the 
year  1689.  My  father's  name  was  Jesper  Swedberg;*  who  was 
Bishop  of  West-Gothland,  and  a  man  of  celebrity  in  his  time. 
He  was  also  elected  and  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  English 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts;  for 
he  had  been  appointed  by  King  Charles  XIP  Bishop  over  the 
Swedish  churches  in  Pennsylvania,  and  also  over  the  church 
in  London.  In  the  year  1710  I  went  abroad.  I  proceeded  first 
to  England,  and  afterwards  to  Holland,  France,  and  Germany, 
and  returned  home  in  the  year  1714.  In  the  year  1716,  and  also 
afterwards,  1  had  many  conversations  with  Charles  XII,^ 
King  of  Sweden,  who  greatly  favoured  me,  and  the  same  year 
offered  me  an  assessorsliip  in  the  College  of  Mines,  which 
office  I  filled  until  the  year  1747,  when  I  resigned  it,  retain- 
ing, however,  the  official  salary  during  my  life.  My  sole 
object  in  tendering  my  resignation  was,  that  I  might  have 
more  leisure  to  devote  to  the  new  office  to  which  the  Lord 
had  called  me.  A  higher  post  of  honour  was  then  offered  me, 
which  I  positively  declined,  lest  my  heart  should  be  inspired 
with  pride.  In  the  year  1719, 1  was  ennobled  by  Queen  Ulrica 
Eleonora,*  and  named  Swedenborg;  and  from  that  time  I  have 
taken  my  seat  among  the  nobles  of  the  rank  of  knighthood,  in 
the  triennial  Diet  of  the  Realm.  I  am  a  Fellow  and  Member, 
by  invitation,  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm; 
but  I  have  never  sought  admission  into  any  literary  society 
in  any  other  place,  because  I  am  in  an  angelic  society,  where 
such   things   as  relate   to   heaven  and  the   soul   are  the  only 


*  A  more  detailed    account  of  Bishop  Jesjjer  Swedberg  will  be  found 
in  Documents  9A  and  10. 


8  GENERAL  BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES.        [Doc.  2, 

subjects  of  discourse;  while  in  literary  societies  the  world  and 
the  body  form  the  only  subjects  of  discussion.  In  the  year 
1734,  I  published,  at  Leipsic,  the  Regnum  Minerale,  in  three 
volumes,  folio;  and  in  1738  I  took  a  journey  to  Italy,  and 
staid  a  year  at  Venice  and  Rome. 

With  respect  to  my  family  connections,  I  had  four  sisters.^ 
One  of  them  was  married  to  Ericus  Benzelius,^  who  sub- 
sequently became  the  Archbishop  of  Upsal,  and  through  him 
I  became  related  to  the  two  succeeding  archbishops,''  who 
both  belonged  to  the  family  of  Benzelius,  and  were  younger 
brothers  of  liis.  My  second  sister  was  married  to  Lars 
Benzelstierna^  who  became  a  provincial  governor;  but  these 
two  are  dead.  Two  bishops,  however,  who  are  related  to  me, 
are  still  living;  one  of  them,  whose  name  is  Filenius,^  and 
who  is  Bishop  of  East-Gothland,  officiates  now  as  President 
of  the  House  of  the  Clergy  in  the  Diet  at  Stockholm,  in 
place  of  the  Archbishop,  who  is  an  invalid;  he  married  my 
sister's  daughter;  the  other,  named  Benzelstierna,^"  is  Bishop 
of  Westmanland  and  Dalecarlia;  he  is  the  son  of  my  secmid 
sister.  Not  to  mention  others  of  my  relations'  who  occupy 
stations  of  honour.  Moreover,  all  the  bishops  of  my  native 
country,  who  are  ten  in  number,  and  also  the  sixteen  senators, 
and  the  rest  of  those  highest  in  office,  entertain  feelings  of 
affection  for  me;  from  their  affection  they  honour  me,  and  I 
live  with  them  on  terms  of  familiarity,  as  a  friend  among 
friends;  the  reason  of  which  is,  that  they  know  I  am  in  com- 
pany with  angels.  Even  the  King  and  the  Queen,^^  and  the 
three  princes,  their  sons,  show  me  great  favour:  I  was  also 
invited  once  by  the  King  and  Queen  to  dine  with  them  at  their 
own  table,  wliich  honour  is  generally  accorded  only  to  those 
who  are  highest  in  office;  subsequently  the  Crown  Prince^^ 
granted  me  the  same  favour.  They  all  desire  me  to  return 
home;  wherefore,  I  am  far  from  apprehending,  in  my  own 
country,  that  persecution,  which  you  fear,  and  against  which  in 
your  letter  you  desire  in  so  friendly  a  manner  to  provide; 
and  if  they  choose  to  persecute  me  elsewhere,  it  can  do  me 
no  harm. 

But  all  that  I  have  thus  far  related,  I  consider  of  com- 
paratively little    importance;    for   it  is   far  exceeded   by  the 
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circumstance,  that  I  have  been  called  to  a  holy  office  by  the 
Lord  Himself,  who  most  mercifully  appeared  before  me,  His 
servant,  in  the  year  1743;  when  He  opened  my  sight  into  the 
spiritual  worl%  and  enabled  me  to  converse  with  spirits  and 
angels,  in  which  state  I  have  continued  up  to  the  present  day. 
From  that  time  I  began  to  print  and  publish  the  various 
arcana  that  were  seen  by  me  or  revealed  to  me,  concerning 
Heaven  and  Hell,  the  state  of  man  after  death,  the  true 
worship  of  God,  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word,  besides  many 
other  most  important  matters  conducive  to  salvation  and  wis- 
dom. The  only  reason  of  my  journeys  abroad  has  been  the 
desire  of  making  myself  useful,  and  of  making  known  the  ar- 
cana that  were  entrusted  to  me.  Moreover,  I  have  as  much 
of  this  world's  wealth  as  I  need,  and  I  neither  seek  nor  wish 
for  more. 

Your  letter  has  induced  me  to  write  all  these  particulars, 
in  order  that  as  you  say  "ill -conceived  prejudices  may  be 
removed."  Farewell;  and  from  my  heart  I  wish  you  all 
blessedness  both  in  this  world,  and  the  next;  which  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt  you  will  attain,  if  you  look  and  pray  to 
our  Lord. 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 


DOCUMENT  3. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  REV.  THOMAS  HARTLEY 

TO  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORG; 

IN  ANSWER  TO  THE  PRECEDING* 

Most  respected  and  beloved  Sir, 

YouE  late  kindness  towards  me,  as  well  as  j'our 
letter,  which  1  received  reverently,  as  if  it  had  come  down  to 
me  from  heaven,  I  acknowledge  with  heart- felt  joy  and  thank- 
fulness. Your  exhortation  to  perseverance  I  shall  treasure  up  and 
cherish  in  the  depth  of  my  heart.  May  I  never,  after  having 
once  been  made  the  participant  of  the  gifts  of  heaven,  suffer 
myself  to  be  drawn  away  from  the  truth;  for  of  what  profit 
is  it  to  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  one's  own  soul? 

You,  who  are  gifted  with  illumination,  have,  in  your  friendly 
reply,  most  abundantly  satisfied  me  on  the  questions  I  had 
proposed  to  you.  This  is,  and  will  be,  of  the  greatest  use  to 
me.  Should  I  be  called  upon  to  defend  the  truth  in  public, 
the  enemy  will  not  find  me  altogether  unprepared;  and  I  am 
confident  the  Lord  will  provide  me  with  the  necessary 
strength.  I  neither  seek  nor  avoid  such  contests.  The  Lord's 
will  be  done  in  everything. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  your  noble  country  on  your  perform- 
ing the  ofiice  of  your  apostolic  mission  among  your  countrymen; 
and  on  your  being  thus  honoured  by  its  princes,  its  governors, 
and  high  councillors.  0  happy  Swedish  nation,  and  happy 
ye  its  chiefs,  who    acknowledge  and  receive  the  Lord  in  your 

*  This  letter,  which  was  formerly  in  the  hbrary  of  Count  Engestrom,  is 
now  preserved  in  connection  with  Document  1  in  the  Royal  Library  in  Stock- 
holm. From  this  answer  it  appears  that  Mr.  Hartley  did  not  pubhsh  the 
whole  of  Document  2;  for  Swedenborg  had  evidently  written  to  liim  on  some 
points  which  are  not  mentioned  in  the  letter,  as  it  has  been  published. 
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apostle!  Blessed,  indeed,  shall  ye  be,  if  your  life  be  the  same 
as  your  faith!  O  England,  my  beloved  country,  how  greatly 
I  desire  that  the  same  opportunity  may  arise  of  congratulating 
you  on  your  receiving  your  o^vn  [apostles  of  the  truth]!  But, 
most  distinguished  Sir,  permit  even  me,  from  my  obscure  posi- 
tion, to  ofi'er  you,  in  the  name  of  my  country,  our  most  heart- 
felt thanks  for  your  love  towards  us,  for  your  journeys  hither 
and  your  sojourn  in  our  midst,  and  for  your  indefatigable 
labours  in  behalf  of  our  salvation — for  who  else  is  there  to 
express  all  this  to  you,  except  my  own  unworthy  self?  Truly, 
those  great  offices  oT  charity  you  have  performed  for  us,  de- 
serve our  most  heartfelt  acknowledgments;  but  with  sorrow  I 
pass  over  in  silence  the  little  fruit  they  have  thus  far  borne 
amongst  us.*  May  the  Lord,  the  Highest  and  Best,  grant 
that  a  rich  harvest  may  at  last  flourish  and  become  matured 
among  us  Britons,  from  the  seed  you  have  sown! 

About  myself  and  my  affairs  I  willingly  keep  silence;  for 
I  regard  myself  as  of  no  consequence,  and  as  a  mere  nothing ; 
yet  I  am  prepared  to  answer  truly  and  fully  all  your  questions ; 
and  if,  after  your  return  to  Sweden,  you  should  at  any  time 
do  me  the  honour,  to  address  a  letter  to  me,  and  to  make  use 
of  my  services  in  any  way  whatsoever,  you  will  find  me  a  will- 
ing and  delighted  servant.  Instruct  me,  exhort  me,  dispose 
of  me  in  any  way  whatever;  for  if  I  know  myself  sufficiently, 
it  will  be  the  greatest  pleasure  to  me  to  obey  your  admoni- 
tions and  commands,  and  you  will  find  me  faithful  to  all  my 
promises.  But  if  you  will  not  do  me  this  honour,  it  will  be 
enough  for  me  to  remember  you  always  above  all  others,  to 
love  you  always;  and  to  have  had  you  for  my  teacher  in  Di- 
vine things. 

Most  honoured  Sir, 

I  am,  with  all  due  reverence, 

Your  most  obedient  servant 
East  Mailing  Thos.  Hartley. 

near  Maidstone,  Kent.  August  14.  1769. 

To  The  Honourable  Mr.  Swedenborg. 

*  This  can  hardly  be  said  now,  inasmuch  as  England  has  been  foremost 
in  spreading  the  doctrines  taught  by  Swedenborg,  while  the  New  Church 
has  but  a  feeble  existence  in  Swedenborg's  native  country. 


DOCmiENT  4. 

EULOGIUM  ON  EMANUEL  SWEDENBOEO, 

• 

PRONOUNCED  IN  THE  GREAT  BALL  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  NOBLES,  IN   THE    NAME 
OF      THE    ROTAL     ACADEMY     OF     SCIENCES    OF    STOCKHOLM,     OCT.    7,    1772,    BY 
SAMUEL  SANDELS,"  COUNSELLOR  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  MINES,  AND  MEM- 
BER OF  THE  SAID  ACADEMY* 

GENTLEsiEisr,  allow  me,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  direct  your 
thoughts,  not   to   a    distant    or  wearisome  subject,  but  to  one 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  this  Eulogium  was  printed  by  the  Koyal 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm,  in  the  year  1772,  with  the  foIlo%\-ing 
title:  "Oration  to  the  Memoiy  (Aminnelse-Tal)  of  the  late  member  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  Herr  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  Assessor  in  His  Royal 
Majesty's  and  the  country's  College  of  Mines,  deHvered  on  account  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  in  the  great  hall  of  the  House  of  Nobles, 
October  7,  1772,  by  Samuel  Sandels,i3  Counsellor  of  IVIines,  Knight  of  the 
Polar  Star,  and  member  of  said  Academy.  Stockholm,  printed  by  Lars 
Salvius,  1772."  —  A  French  translation  of  this  oration  was  pubhshed  soon 
afterwards,  and  this  was  made  use  of  by  the  Academician  Pemety,  in  his 
account  of  Swedenborg,  contained  in  his  French  translation  of  "Heaven 
and  Hell,"  1782.  An  Enghsh  version  of  this  French  translation  was  issued 
by  the  Aurora  press,  in  1799,  or  1800;  followed  by  a  collection  of  "Anec- 
dotes and  Observations  on  Emanuel  Swedenborg."  In  1802,  a  new  French 
translation  of  this  oration  was  printed  in  the  Introduction  to  a  French 
version  of  the  "True  Ciu'istian  Rehgion,"  in  which  the  editor  stated  that 
his  version  of  this  oration  was  more  faithful  to  the  original  Swedish,  than 
that  printed  by  Pemety.  Of  this  second  French  translation  the  Rev.  S. 
Noble  prepared  an  Enghsh  translation,  and  furnished  it  -with  "Introductory 
Obsen-ations,  exhibiting  the  claims  of  tlie  writings  of  Swedenborg  to  the 
attention  of  the  public."  Mr.  Noble's  translation,  and  also  his  "Introductory 
Observations,"  were  transferred  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Smithson  to  his  Enghsh 
edition  of  the  "Documents  concerning  Emanuel  Swedenborg  collected  by 
Dr.  Im.  Tafel,"  who  had  made  his  German  translation  from  the  Swedish 
original.  The  present  is  the  first  Enghsh  version  prepared  immediately 
from  the  Swedish  original. 
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which  it  is  both  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  for  us  to  consider, 
namely,  the  memory  of  a  noble  man,  celebrated  alike  for  his 
virtues  and  the  depth  of  his  knowledge,  who  was  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  this  Academy,  and  whom  w'e  all  knew  and 
loved. 

The  feeling  of  affection  and  high  esteem  which  we  all 
entertained  for  the  late  Assessor  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Mines,  Emanuel  Swedenboeg,  assures  me,  that  you  will  love 
to  hear  me  speak  of  him;  and  happy  shall  1  be,  if  I  can  fulfil 
your  desire,  and  pronounce  his  eulogy  as  he  deserves.  But 
if,  as  artists  declare,  there  are  some  countenances,  of  which 
it  is  difficult  to  give  an  exact  likeness;  how  much  more  dif- 
ficult will  it  be  to  do  justice  to  a  vast  and  sublime  genius, 
who  never  knew  either  repose  or  fatigue;  who,  occupied  with 
sciences  the  most  profound,  was  long  engaged  with  researches 
into  the  secrets  of  nature,  but  in  later  years  applied  all  his 
efforts  to  unveil  still  greater  mysteries;  who,  in  respect  to 
certain  principles  of  knowdedge,  went  his  own  separate  way, 
but  never  lost  sight  of  the  principles  of  morality  and  the  fear 
of  God;  who  was  possessed  of  remarkable  power,  even  in  the 
decline  of  his  age,  and  boldly  tried  to  find  how  far  the  power 
of  thought  could  be  stretched;  and  who,  during  the  whole  of 
this  time,  has  furnished  materials  for  a  great  variety  of  thoughts 
and  judgments  upon  himself,  differing  from  one  another  as  much 
as  do  the  faculties  of  the  men  who  think  and  judge. 

The  more  brilliant  the  faculties  and  other  properties  which 
are  the  gifts  of  nature,  the  more  clearly  appear  the  shadows 
by  which  they  are  attended.  It  is  only  those  influenced  by 
mere  curiosity  who,  on  the  appearance  of  some  new  light,  see 
on  all  sides  nothing  but  marvels  and  wonders,  even  in  mere 
shadow's.  The  shallow,  on  the  other  hand,  see  trifles  in  every 
thing ;  quickness  of  apprehension  in  their  eyes  is  superficiality ; 
deep  thought  dreaminess;  learning  appears  to  them  whimsical; 
experiments  they  regard  as  mistakes;  and  the  fathoming  of  hidden 
things  they  consider  as  a  proof  of  insanity,  and  so  forth.  The 
wise  man,  however,  loves  to  hold  fast  to  the  good,  and  does 
not  reject  a  rich  ore  because  it  contains  some  heterogeneous 
substance,  indicating  its  origin.  He  explores  the  deviations  of 
the  needle,  not  for  the  purpose  of  doing  away  with  it,  Ijut  in 
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order,  with  proper  care,  to  make  the  best  use  of  this  incom- 
parable guide.  He  values  a  penetrating  eye,  even  though  upon 
some  occasion  it  should  unguardedly  look  into  the  sun,  or 
rivet  itself  upon  an  object  which  is  too  distant,  and  should,  in 
consequence,  become  for  a  while  disturbed;  he  never  judges 
any  one;  and  least  of  all  can  he  judge  micharitably  a  man 
Hke  SwEDENBOEG,  who  worked  so  unremittingly  and  so  zea- 
lously in  the  cause  of  knowledge  and  enhghtenment,  that,  with 
the  single  exception,  perhaps,  of  his  desire  to  penetrate  too 
deeply,  there  is  nothing  whatever  in  his  whole  character  with 
which  we  can  find  fault. 

The  beautiful  picture  of  his  life,  although  it  contain  some 
involved  parts,  deserves  therefore  to  be  carefully  examined. 

The  excellent  Bishop  of  Skara,  Dr.  Jesper  Swedberg,*  a 
man  full  of  zeal  but  without  bigotry,  was  still  chaplain  of  the 
Royal  Horse-guards,  when  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Behm,  daughter 
of  Albert  Behm,  Assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines,  brought 
him  his  second  son,  Emanuel  Swedenborg;  who  was  born  at 
Stockholm,  the  29th  of  January,  IGSS.-j-  He  was  called 
Swedenboeg  from  the  time,  when  he,  together  with  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  nobility,  in  1719. 

Nature  and  art  both  contribute  in  beautifying  the  earth, 
but  birth  and  education  in  adorning  the  human  race.  Allowance, 
however,  must  also  be  made  for  malformations.  For  a  choice 
fruit-tree  does  not  always  preserve  its  qualities  in  propaga- 
tions from  its  fruit-seeds.  This  is  due  mostly  to  the  modi- 
fications which  are  effected  in  a  fruit-tree  by  art,  by  which 
the  nature  of  its  fruit  is  changed;  but  which  are  unable  to 
prevent  the  nature  of  the  root  from  affecting  the  nature  of 
the  fruit.     Experience  teaches  us  that  there  are  many  similar 

*  For  a  detailed  account  of  Dr.  Jesper  Swedberg,  see  Document  10. 

•}■  According  to  a  letter  written  by  Assessor  Swedenborg  in  Latin,  and 
printed  in  London  in  1769,  the  year  of  his  birth  is  said  to  be  1689;  but 
this  is  an  error  of  the  printer:  for  according  to  his  own  statement  made 
to  the  House  of  Nobles,  and  according  to  the  Register  of  the  Nobility, 
compiled  by  the  Councillor  of  Chancery,  von  Stiernman,  together  with 
other  certain  proofs,  he  was  born  in  1688. 

There  is,  however,  an  error  in  the  said  Register  in  regard  to  Sweden- 
borg's  birth-place;  for  Upsal  is  mentioned  there  instead  of  Stockholm. — 
Note  by  S.  Sandels. 
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influences  operating  in  our  own  species.  But  it  would  be 
hazardous,  on  the  strength  of  what  has  here  been  stated,  to 
attempt  to  declare  how  much  certain  virtues  in  a  family  owe 
to  the  root,  and  how  much  to  art. 

Still  it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  so  long  as  any  one  has  not 
rendered  himself  unworthy,  this  fact  alone  inspires  confidence, 
and  operates  in  his  favour,  if  it  is  known  that  he  descends 
from  what  is  justly  called  a  good  family;  a  family,  whose 
home,  whether  large  or  small,  has  always  been  the  dwelling- 
place  of  virtue  and  honour;  and  which  has  been  a  good  and 
excellent  nm-sery  of  usefid  citizens  in  all  kinds  of  trades  and 
professions;  a  family,  in  fact,  like  that  from  which  our 
SwEDENBOEa  derived  his  origin,  and  which  was  an  old,  honest, 
and .  intelligent  family  of  miners  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
"Storalvopparberget"  [the  "great copper-mountain"  nearFahlun]. 
In  this  family,  a  miner,  of  the  name  of  Daniel  Isacsson,*  and 
his  wdfe  Anna  Bullernasia,-{-  are  held  in  honourable  remembrance 
as  the  parents  of  the  ancestors  of  the  noble  families  of  the 
Schonstroms  and  of  the  Swedenborgs,  and  of  the  honourable 
family  of  the  Swedbergs.  :j:  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  family- 
register,  in  the  form  of  a  genealogical  tree,  which  showed  how 
this  family  spread  and  extended  in  every  branch,  and  became 
incorporated  with  many  other  illustrious  and  celebrated  families 
of  these  times.  But  as  our  Swedenborg,  on  his  part,  did  not 
trouble  himself  with  enlarging  this  genealogical  tree,  I  too 
shall  pass  it  by,  and  follow  him. 

But,  with  liim  as  a  leader,  I  shall  not  dwell  long  on  the 
years  of  his  childhood,  nor  shall  I  lose  time  in  discussing  the 
exercises  of  his  youth;  for  he  himself  pressed  rapidly  onward 
to  reach  the  age  of  manhood. 

A  son  of  Bishop  Swcdberg  could  not  fail  to  receive  a  good 
education,   according  to  the  tastes  of  his  times,  by  which  he 

*  For  some  particulars  respecting  Swedenborg's  paternal  grandfather 
Daniel  Isacsson,  see  Documents  7  and  9A,  and  the  beginning  of  Doc- 
ument 10. 

f  Concerning  Bullcmasius,  the  father-in-law  of  Daniel  Isacsson,  see 
Document  7  and  also  the  beginning  of  Document  10. 

\  Concerning  the  members  of  the  "family  Swedberg,  see  Document  7. 
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would  be  led  to  acquire  habits  of  steadiness,  reflection,  and 
industry,  and  would  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  those 
branches  of  knowledge,  which  he  was  to  cultivate.  Times  and 
customs  change.  I  am  speaking  of  the  youth  of  a  Swedenborg; 
and  what  need  is  there  for  me  to  expatiate  further  on  the 
thoughtful  care  which  was  bestowed  on  his  education;  on  his 
own  thoughtfulness  in  making  the  best  use  of  advantages  which 
are  enjoyed,  comparatively,  by  but  few,  and  which  are  neglected 
by  many  of  those  who  do  enjoy  them;  on  his  extraordinary  tal- 
ents, which  supported  the  native  bent  of  his  genius;  on  his  per- 
severance; on  his  early  maturity?  What  more  striking  proof  of 
all  this  can  be  given,  than  that  a  King,  of  a  most  penetrating 
mind,  graciously  cheered  him  on,  and  at  the  proper  time  made 
use  of  his  capacities;  that  a  King,  like  Charles  XIl,^  in  J.716, 
at  a  time  when  Swedenborg  was  still  a  student,  appointed  him, 
at  the  age  of  twenty  eight,  Extraordinary  Assessor  in  the  Royal 
College  of  Mines,  without  his  seeking  for  the  place,  and  without 
any  one  else  recommending  him  for  it ;  and  what  is  more,  that  at 
the  same  time  he  was  free  to  choose  between  this  assessorship 
and  a  professorship  at  the  Royal  University  in  Upsal? 

An  enlightened  and  wise  ruler  does  not  in  this  manner 
promote  an  uncultivated  and  inexperienced  youth  to  an  important 
office  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Swedberg  was  even  then  vrell-known,  both  in  his  own 
country  and  abroad,  by  his  acquisitions  in  general  literature 
and  in  science,  and  by  his  worthy  demeanour.  Still,  at  that 
time  the  learned  had  not  included  his  name  in  the  lists  of 
celebrated  authors.  An  academical  disputation,  which  he 
published  at  Upsal  in  1709,*  may,  indeed,  be  regarded  as  a 
clever  work  for  a  youth,  but  as  in  some  parts  not  altogether 
a  proof  of  sound  learning.  Likewise,  a  printed  collection  of 
Latin  verses,-|-  which  he  wrote  about  1710,  and  in  the  following 
years,  for  different  occasions,  manifested,  indeed,  a  remarkable 

*  The  subject  of  this  disi^utation  was:  L.  Anncei  Senecce  et  Pub.  Syri 
Mimi,  forsan  et  Aliormn  Selectee  Sententice,  cum  annotationibns  Erasmi 
et  grceca  versione  Scalifferi,  notis  illustrate. — S.  ISandels. 

\  This  collection  of  Latin  verses  is  printed  in  Skara,  under  the  title: 
Ludus  Heliconius  sive  carmina  miscellanea,  qiice  variis  in  locis  cecinit 
Em.  Sivedbevff. — S.  Sandels. 
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readiness  of  wit,  and  showed  that  he  had  made  a  good  use 
of  his  time  in  youth — it  is  such  a  work,  indeed,  as  many- 
could  have  wished  to  have  written  at  such  an  age — but 
still,  poetry  w^as  not  liis  forte,  nor  was  it  his  business.  His 
mathematical  and  physical  experiments  and  remarks,  which 
he  published  under  the  title  of  Dmlalus  Hijperhoreus* ,  in 
six  separate  numbers,  he  did  not  begin  until  1716.  Did  this 
Dsedalus,  presented  by  a  new  and  young  author,  signify  that 
perhaps  a  portion  of  his  remaining  works  would  partake  of 
the  character  of  a  labyrinth?  But  we  must  not  measure 
his  youthful  power  simply  by  those  products  of  his  mind 
which  saw  the  light  up  to  this  time;  for  the  press  is  not 
the  only  witness  of  learning.  Moreover,  its  testimony  is  not 
always  reliable;  for  an  insignificant  treatise  often  bears  a 
pretentious  title.  The  most  trustworthy  authors  are  those  who 
take  the  proper  time  at  first  in  laying  a  foundation.  And  this 
was  done  by  young  Swedberg,  not  only  in  the  university  at 
Upsal,  but  afterwards  in  the  universities  of  England,  Holland, 
France,  and  Grermany. 

We  shall  have  now  to  follow  him  in  many  long  journeys, 
undertaken  for  various  purposes  and  pursuits,  and  at  times  in 
ways  where  it  is  easy  to  go  astray;  and  in  order  that  in  his 
society  no  doubt  or  uncertainty  may  arise  in  your  minds,  which 
often  happens  when  one  has  not  fully  examined  the  character 
and  disposition  of  another,  picture  to  yourselves  an  harmonious 
development  of  memory,  understanding,  and  judgment;  imagine 
these  qualities  united  with  an  intense  desire  of  the  heart,  which 
can  only  be  satisfied  by  the  ceaseless  endeavour  to  become  pro- 
foundly learned  in  philosophy,  in  almost  all  parts  of  mathe- 
matics, in  natural  history,  physics,  chemistry,  in  anatomy,  and 
even  in  theology,  and  to  acquire  proficiency  in  the  Oriental  and 
European  languages;  keep  in  mind,  also,  the  power  of  habit, 
which  in  a  certain  manner  acts  in  accordance  with  reason, 
certainly  in  respect  to  the  order  of  thought;  and  remember 
that  our  thoughts  when  too  much  engaged  with,  and  centred 


*  All  the  numbers  were  published  in  4to  at  Stockholm  in  the  Swedish 
language;  but  Die  fifth  number  was  also  translated  into,  and  printed  in, 
Latin. — S.  Sandels. 
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upon,  abstract  subjects,  are  wont  to  carry  us  away  in  the 
same  direction,  and  sometimes  too  fast, — especially  when 
accompanied  with  an  ardent  imagination — so  that  we  are 
unable  properly  to  discriminate  the  objects  that  come  before 
us.  Add  to  all  this  a  genuinely  good  disposition,  proved  by 
the  Rules  of  Life  which  I  found  among  Mr.  Swedenborg's 
manuscripts  in  more  than  one  place,  and  which  he  wrote 
down  for  his  own  use:  First,  diligently  to  read  and  meditate 
upon  the  word  of  God ;  secondli/,  to  be  content  under  the  dis- 
pensations of  God's  Providence;  thirdly,  to  ohserye  a  propriety 
of  behaviour,  and  preserve  the  conscience  pure;  fourthly,  to 
obey  what  is  commanded;  to  attend  faithfully  to  one's  office 
and  other  duties,  and  in  addition  to  make  oneself  useful  to 
society  in  general. 

Any  one  who  says  that  I  have  here  presented  any  other 
than  the  manifest  and  truthful  features  of  Swedenborg's  inner 
being,  must  be  prejudiced  either  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other. 
Let  such  a  one  consider  more  closely  what  I  have  already  said, 
and  what  I  have  still  further  to  say. 

Let  us  hasteri  to  receive  liim  on  his  return  home  from  his 
first  journey  abroad,  which  we  have  already  mentioned;  when 
we  shall  find  his  thoughts  principally  taken  up  with  mathematics 
and  physics. 

These  studies  soon  procured  him  an  acquaintance,  and  an 
intimate  connection  during  several  years,  with  our  Swedish 
Archimedes,  Christopher  Polhammar,  then  Assessor,  and  after- 
wards Counsellor  of  Commerce  and  Commander  of  the  Royal 
Order  of  the  North  Star,  under  the  name  of  Polliem.^* 

By  means  of  this  connection  he  not  only  obtained  access  to 
the  greater  light  which  he  sought,  especially  in  mechanics,  but 
he  shared  the  special  confidence  with  which  King  Charles  XII 
had  already  honoured  Polhammar,  and  which  he  thereafter 
extended  to  both.  For  this  reason,  also,  it  is  stated  in  the 
diploma,  by  which  he  received  his  appointment  as  Assessor, 
and  which  was  issued  at  Lund,  December  18,  1716,  that  the 
King  had  particular  regard  to  the  excellent  knowledge  of 
Swedberg  in  mechanics,  and  that  he  was  to  accompany  Assessor 
Polhammar,  and  be  of  assistance  to  him  in  his  structures,  and 
his  various  mechanical  works.      Tliis   diploma,   together  with 
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the  record  in  Dr.  Norberg's  history  of  Charles  XII  of  the  con- 
versations between  the  King  and  these  two  profound  and  learned 
men,  on  mechanics  and  mathematics,  on  the  analytic  and  al- 
gebraical calculus,  on  our  Swedish  method  of  reckoning,  and  on 
several  other  subjects,  prove  that  the  King  looked  upon  these 
two  men  of  genius  as  if  intended  for  one  anotlier,  and  adapted 
to  work  together  with  their  united  strength.  The  King  also  made 
use  of  their  knowledge  and  penetration  which,  in  respect  to 
mechanics,  was,  in  each  of  them,  combined  Avitli  a  happy  faculty 
of  invention. 

This  is  not  the  place  to  speak  of  the  great  structures  of 
Polhem,  of  the  v.cll-known  dyke  at  Lyckeby,  the  locks  of 
Trolhiitta,  the  dry-docks  of  Carlscrona,  and  other  works. 

Swedberg,  however,  executed,  on  his  part,  a  work  of  con- 
siderable importance,  when  during  the  siege  of  Frederickshall, 
in  1718,  he  transported  by  a  system  of  rollers,  over  moun- 
tains and  valleys,  two  galleys,  five  large  boats,  and  one  sloop, 
from  Stromstadt  to  the  Iddefjord,  which  separates  Sweden 
fi'om  Norway  on  the  south;  a  distance  of  2^  Swedish  [about 
14  English]  miles.  By  this  feat  the  King  was  enabled  to 
carry  out  his  plans,  and,  under  cover  of  the  galleys  and  large 
boats,  convey  on  pontoons  a  heavier  artillery  under  the  walls 
of  Frederickshall,  than  he  could  have  done  by  land*.  It  is 
thus  that  the  sciences  and  their  proper  application  always  be- 
come useful,  and  frequently  accomplish  what  without  them  no 
mortal  power  could  efi'ect. 

Mechanics  did  not,  however,  occupy  the  whole  of  his  time. 
He  not  only  pubhshed,  in  1717  and  1718,  a  continuation  of 
the  Doedalus  Hyperboreus ;  but  in  1718  he  printed  an  In- 
troduction to  Algebra,  under  the  title  of  Eegelkonsten ;  in 
1719,  "A  Proposal  so  to  arrange  our  coins  and  measures,  as 
to  facilitate  computation  and  abolish  fractions";  and  in  the 
same  year  a  dissertation  "On  the  orbit  and  position  of  the  earth 
and  of  the  planets";  and  another,  "On  the  height  of  the  water, 
and  the  greater  flux  and  reflux  of  the  sea  in  former  ages;  with 
proofs  furnished  from  Sweden".    At  the  same  time  he  wrote, 

*  For  further  pailiculars  respecting  this  undertaking,  see  Docu- 
ment 197. 
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or  at  least  began  to  write,  treatises  on  various  other  subjects, 
as  we  shall  presently  see  by  information  from  foreign  countries. 
Up  to  this  time  he  had  not  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
Assessor  in  the  Royal  College  of  Mines.  He  did  not  desire 
to  do  so  before  he  had  thoroughly  mastered  the  science  of 
mining  in  its  whole  extent.  We  must  not  place  him  in  the 
same  category  with  those,  who  work  themselves  into  offices 
of  whose  duties  they  know  nothing;  or,  what  is  worse,  of 
which  they  are  able  to  learn  nothing,  on  the  principle  that  "out 
of  nothing,  nothing  can  come".  He  obtained  an  office  which 
he  had  never  solicited.  At  that  time,  indeed,  he  was  tho- 
roughly versed  in  certain  sciences,  with  which  alone  he  could 
have  been  of  great  use  in  his  office  in  some  particular  branches 
of  mining;  and  it  would  have  been  easy  for  him  to  acquire 
all  the  remaining  knowledge  wliich  he  still  wanted;  for  those 
sciences  to  which  he  had  hitherto  mostly  devoted  himself, — 
mathematics  and  physics,  are  the  pillars  of  the  science  of  min- 
ing; but  he  could  not  content  himself  with  theory  without 
practice.  Neither  could  he  satisfy  himself  with  experiment- 
ing in  a  chemical  laboratory,  and  acquainting  liimself  with 
Swedish  mines  and  their  structure,  and  studying  their  me- 
thods of  working.  For  this  reason  he  undertook  a  second 
journey  abroad,  in  1721,  and  examined  various  foreign  mines 
and  smelting  -  works,  particularly  those  of  Saxony  and  the 
Hartz.  But  he  did  not  examine  mines  only;  for  nothing  ever 
escaped  him  that  merited  the  attention  of  a  traveller. 

During  his  stay  in  the  Duchy  of  Brunswick,  he  enjoyed 
the  particular  favour  of  Duke  Ludwig  Rudolph^^,  and  the 
Duke,  in  consequence,  bore  the  expenses  of  his  journey  in  his 
dominions,  and  upon  taking  leave  presented  him  with  his 
medallion  in  gold,  and  with  a  piece  of  plate. 

During  this  journey  he  acquired  new  stores  of  knowledge, 
and  enriched  science  with  the  following  new  works: 

1.  Prodromus  principiorum  rerum  natiiralium,  sive  novorum 
tentaminum  cliemiam  et  pJiysicam  experimentalem  geometrice 
explicayidi. 

2.  Nova  dbservata  et  inventa  circa  ferrum  et  ignem,  prce- 
cipue  naturam  ignis  elementarem,  una  cum  nova  caniini  in- 
ventione. 
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3.  Metliodus  nova  inveniendi  longitiuJines  locorum,  terra 
marique,  ope  L/iinw. 

4.  Modus  construendi  receptacida  navalia,  vidgo  "DocJce- 
hygynader." 

5.  Nova  constructio  aygeris  aquatici. 

6.  Modus  mecJianice  exiilorandi  virtutes  naviyiontm. 

All  these  works  were  printed  at  Amsterdam,  in  1721;  and 
second  editions  of  them  were  puhlished  in  1727. 

7.  Miscellanea  observaia  circa  res  naturales  et  idrcesertim 
mineralia,  igneni  et  montiiwi  strata,  three  parts  printed  at 
Leipsic,  and  the  fourth  at  Hamburg,  in  1722. 

Who  else,  except  perhaps  Linna^us,^"  has  given  such  an 
account  of  a  journey  abroad,  and  of  one  of  so  short  duration? 
For  after  an  absence  of  a  year  and  a  half,  he,  in  1722, 
gladdened  his  country  by  his  return. 

During  the  following  years  he  divided  his  time  between 
the  College  of  Mines,  the  mining  districts,  and  his  study, 
until,  in  the  year  1733,  he  had  finished  liis  great  work, 
entitled:  Opera  Fliilosopliica  et  Mineralia,  He  then  went 
abroad  for  one  year,  to  see  this  work,  which  was  published  at 
Dresden  and  Leipsic,  through  the  press;  meanwhile  he  under- 
took a  separate  journey,  in  order  to  visit  the  Austrian  mines. 

This  last  work  consists  of  three  volumes,  folio;  the  first 
volume  co\\i2ims :  Principia  rerum  natiiralium,  sivenovorum  tenta- 
minum,  phmnomena  inundi  elementaris  pMlosophice  explicandi; 
the  second:  Regnum  siditerraneum  sive  minerale  deferro;  the 
third:  Regnum  sid)terraneum.  sive  minerale  de  cupro  et  oriclialco. 
These  volumes,  being  all  solid,  scientific  compositions,  illustrated 
with  copper-plates,  could  not  fail  to  raise  among  the  learned 
abroad  the  favourable  ideas  which  they  already  entertained  of 
the  Swede,  Swedenborg. 

The  Consistory  of  the  University,  and  the  Society  of  Sci- 
ences at  Upsal  felt  proud  at  having  previously  recognised  the 
merits  of  our  countryman,  and  at  having  publicly  testified  the 
high  esteem  in  which  they  held  him;  for  the  consistory  had, 
in  1724,  invited  him,  "for  the  advantage  of  youth,  and  as 
an  ornament  of  the  university,"  to  apply  for  the  professorship 
of  the  higher  mathematics,  which  had  become  vacant  by  the 
death    of  Professor   Nils    Celsius,"   but   which    invitation   he 


22  GENERAL  BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES.       [Doc.  4. 

thankfully  declined;  and  the  Society  of  Sciences  had  admitted 
him  into  the  number  of  its  members  in  1729. 

The  learned  abroad,  also,  hastened  to  send  him  marks  of 
their  esteem. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  of  St.  Petersburg,  by  a  letter 
of  invitation,  dated  December  17,  1734,  desired  to  admit  him 
among  its  corresponding  members. 

Christian  Wolff,  ^^  and  other  foreign  men  of  learning 
addressed  him  by  letter,  in  order  to  obtain  his  ideas  on  sub- 
jects which  they  found  it  difficult  to  fathom. 

The  editors  of  the  Acta  Eruditorum  in  Leipsic,  in  which 
the  contents  of  the  works  of  the  learned  are  discussed  and 
impartial  opinions  pronounced  upon  them,  found  in  his  work 
a  rich  store  with  which  to  adorn  their  pages. 

Nor  has  time  deprived  this  work  of  any  of  its  value.  The 
authors  of  the  magnificent  Descriptions  des  arts  et  metiers, 
which  is  now  in  course  of'pubhcation  in  France,  thought  so 
highly  of  that  part  of  the  Opera  Philosophica  et  Mineralia, 
which  covers  the  same  ground  as  their  own  publication,  that 
they  translated  the  second  part,  which  treats  of  iron  and 
steel,  and  inserted  it  entire  in  their  collection. 

Our  E,oyal  Academy,  also,  when  it  was  founded,  hastened 
to  enroll  among  its  first  members  a  man,  who  already  held 
so  distinguished  a  rank  in  other  learned  societies. 

I  have  hitherto  spoken  only  of  one  part  of  Swedenborg's 
works ;  but  the  others  take  a  different  direction.  Let  us  there- 
fore dwell  a  little  longer  on  the  former. 

These  works  are  unmistakable  proofs,  that  his  desire  for 
learning  extended  in  all  directions,  and  that  he  by  preference 
occupied  liimself  with  studies  which  cannot  be  mastered 
without  mature  judgment  and  profound  thought.  No  one  can 
charge  him  with  having  wished  to  shine  in  borrowed  plumes, 
or  with  re-arranging  and  giving  a  different  colouring  to  the 
work  of  others,  and  then  publishing  it  under  his  own  name; 
for  everywhere  we  perceive,  that  he  did  not  depend  upon 
others,  but  followed  his  own  thoughts,  and  often  made  obser- 
vations and  applications  wliicli  cannot  be  found  in  any  other 
author  of  his  times:  nor  can  he,  like  the  majority  of  those 
who  make   it   a   point  to  acquire  encyclopsedic  knowledge,  be 
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charged  with  having  reniaiued  on  the  surface  only;  for  he 
applied  liis  whole  strength  in  attempting  to  fathom  the  in- 
most recesses  of  things,  and  to  connect  together  the  various 
links  into  one  universal  chain,  and  show  their  derivation 
in  a  certain  order  from  their  first  origin:  neither  can  he 
be  accused  by  any  one  of  having,  like  other  mathema- 
ticians and  physicists,  made  use  of  the  light  he  discovered 
during  his  researches,  to  hide  from  liimself  and  others,  and, 
if  possible,  to  extinguish,  the  greatest  light  of  all;  for  in 
his  constant  meditations  on  the  work  of  creation,  he  con- 
tinually found  reasons  for  acknowledging  and  adoring  the 
Lord  of  nature. 

But  let  us  suppose  ourselves  engaged  in  analyzing  a  great 
mechanical  work.  We  were  not  present  at  its  construction; 
nor  have  Ave  penetrated  to  all  its  moving  springs,  and  there- 
fore from  the  effects  only,  with  which  even  we  are  not  per- 
fectly acquamted,  we  are  obliged  to  judge  of  the  whole  struc- 
ture. AVhat  are  we  to  do?  Each  one  assumes  certain  prin- 
ciples of  his  own,  which  appear  to  him  most  probable,  and 
under  their  guidance  endeavours  to  advance  step  by  step. 
This  is  the  course  which  our  greatest  thinkers  have  pursued 
in  speculative  philosophy,  Happy  they  who,  in  unfolding  sub- 
lime subjects,  have  been  least  unintelligible!  For  although,  even 
with  the  greatest  perspicuity  and  the  profoundest  insight,  they 
have  not  always  succeeded  in  penetrating  the  depths  of  know- 
ledge, or  in  keeping  clear  of  error,  still  they  have  been  often 
instrumental  in  opening  new  avenues  for  the  exercise  of  our 
reason;  or  at  least,  one  thought  has  led  to  another,  and,  finally, 
been  productive  of  more  reliable  information. 

Alchemists, — but  not  those  that  were  merely  ignorant 
empirics — by  their  unceasing  experiments  led  the  way  to 
invaluable  discoveries  in  chemistry,  although  they  did  not  dis- 
cover the  art  of  making  gold. 

I  am  perhaps  not  mistaken  in  believing,  that,  from  the 
time  when  our  Swedenborg  began  to  build  his  thoughts  upon 
his  own  ground,  he  cherished  a  hidden  fire  to  fathom  the  most 
secret  things,  and  that,  even  then,  he  was  seeking  for  ways,  by 
which  to  reach  his  object;  at  least,  a  comparison  of  his  earlier 
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with  Ms  later  works,  although  they  treat  on  different  subjects, 
leads  us  to  think  so. 

He  looked  upon  the  universe  at  large,  in  the  same  hght 
as  he  looked  upon  its  parts,  which  can  be  examined  with 
greater  certainty.  He  saw  that  all  is  ruled  simultaneously  in 
a  certain  order,  and  according  to  fixed  laws.  He  paid  parti- 
cular attention  to  those  parts  of  this  great  system  which  can 
be  examined  mathematicallj^ 

He,  therefore,  imagined  that  the  all -wise  Creator  had 
brought  every  thing,  even  in  its  hidden  parts,  into  a  certain 
mutual  agreement;  and  this  agreement  he  sought  to  bring  out 
in  his  capacity  of  mathematician  and  physicist,  by  progressing 
from  the  less  to  the  greater,  and  from  that  which  may  be 
distinguished  by  the  naked  eye  to  that  which  requires  the 
aid  of  the  magnifying  glass.  And,  finally,  he  developed  for 
himself  a  complete  system,  based  upon  a  certain  mechanism,  and 
supported  by  logic ;  a  system  which  is  so  carefully  constructed, 
that  there  is  much  in  it,  in  many  respects,  for  the  learned  to 
reflect  upon.  As  to  the  unlettered,  they  had  better  not  meddle 
with  it. 

According  to  this  system  he  explained  everything  wliich, 
either  by  experience  or  by  sound  reasoning,  could  become  an 
object  of  thought. 

If  we  do  not  accept  the  whole,  there  is  at  least  much  that 
is  good  to  be  gleaned  from  it.  But  he  went  still  further. 
He  desired  to  combine  this  system  with  the  doctrine  of 
salvation. 

With  this  we  find  him  occupied  during  most  of  the  time, 
after  he  had   published  his    Opeixt  P]iiloso])hica  et  Mineralia. 

He  spent  a  great  part  of  his  later  years  abroad;  for  after 
the  year  1736  he  made  eight  different  journeys  into  foreign 
countries,  mostly  to  England  and  Holland;  but  during  the 
journey  he  commenced  in  the  year  1736,  and  wliich  continued 
to  1740,  he  visited  also  France  and  Italy.  His  principal  ob- 
ject in  these  journeys  was  the  printing  of  new  works. 

I  cannot  help  being  filled  with  astonishment,  in  reflect- 
ing upon  his  extraordinary  industry;  for  besides  numerous 
treatises,  and  among  them  the  great  work  I  have  already 
mentioned,  he  was  the  author  of  the  following  different  works: 
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1.  Dodronms  pJiilosophice  ratiocinantis  cle  Injinito,  de  causa 
creationis,  et  de  Mechanismo  operationis  animce  et  corporis. 
Printed  in  Dresden,  1733. 

2.  (Economia  regni  anhiudis.  2  parts,  published  at  Amster- 
dam; the  hrst  in  1740,  and  the  second  in  1741. 

3.  Rcgmun  anlmale.  3  parts;  two  printed  at  the  Hague,  1744, 
and  the  third  in  London,  1745. 

4.  De  cidtu  et  amore  Dei.   London,  1745. 

5.  Arcana  ccelestia.  8  parts,  pubHshed  at  different  periods 
from  1749  to  1756. 

6.  De  idtimo  judicio. 

7.  De  ccelo  et  inferno. 

8.  De  equo  alho. 

9.  De  telluribiis  in  mundo  solari,  seu  planetis,  et  de  tellu' 
rihus  in  ccelo  astrifero  et  illorum  incolis. 

10.  De   nova  Hierosolyma.   Printed  in  London,  1758. 

11.  De  amore  conjugiali  et  scortatorio.   Amsterdam,  1768. 

12.  Sapientia  angelica  de  Divino  amore  etde  Divina  sapientia. 

13.  Doctrina  novce  Hierosolynice  de  Domino.  Printed  in 
Amsterdam,  1763. 

14.  Sapientia  angelica  de  Divina  providentia.  Amsterdam, 
1764. 

15.  A2)ocaly])sis  revelata.    Amsterdam  1766. 

16.  Summaria  expositio  doctrince  novce  ecclesice. 

17.  De  commercio  animcB  et  corporis.    London,  1769. 

18.  Vera  Cliristiana  religio.    Printed  in  Amsterdam,  1771. 
The  titles  of  all  these  works  point  out  lofty  themes ;  and 

although  they  treat  of  different  subjects,  and  follow  different 
lines  of  argument,  being  based  upon  anatomy,  physics,  and 
philosophy,  upon  explanations  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and, 
according  to  his  own  statement,  upon  revelations,  still,  owing 
to  his  way  of  treating  them,  they  all  lead  to  meditations  on 
the  Supreme  Being,  the  human  soul,  with  other  invisible  and 
spiritual  things,  and  the  life  after  death. 

"We  thus  find,  liigh  above  in  the  clouds,  him  whom  a  little 
while  ago  we  followed  into  mines,  smelting-iurnaces,  and  work- 
shops; and  we  find  liim  alike  industrious  and  zealous,  and 
alike  given  to  allegorical  illustrations. 
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His  latter  works  being  of  sucli  a  nature,  he  was  unable 
to  discharge  his  duties  at  the  Eoyal  College  of  Mines  beyond 
the  year  1747.  In  this  year,  at  his  own  request,  he  obtained 
his  Majesty's  permission  to  retire  from  his  office  of  Assessor. 
This  request  was  accompanied  by  two  others,  which  were 
also  granted;  the  first  was,  that  he  might  enjoy,  during  the 
rest  of  his  life,  half  his  salary  as  Assessor;  the  other,  that 
he  should  not  be  promoted  to  a  higher  rank  or  title.  Such 
distinctions  are  commonly  much  sought  after,  as  implying 
that  paper  should  go  as  far,  and  be  worth  as  much,  as  the 
real  coin — hut  fahula  docet 

Although  I  have  not  extensively  examined  the  Sweden- 
borgian  works  I  have  just  enumerated,  I  have,  nevertheless, 
been  confirmed  by  them  in  the  ideas  I  have  already  expressed, 
with  regard  to  the  system  which  he  followed,  viz.,  that  he 
explained  both  the  visible  and  the  invisible  agreeably  to  the 
system  he  had  adopted;  that  he  drew  conclusions  from  the 
visible  respecting  the  invisible,  and  that  he  represented  to 
himself  another,  spiritual  world,  in  entire  conformity  with  the 
world  in  which  we  live.  He  therefore  attributed  to  the  other 
life  degrees  similar  to  those  in  this  life,  by  which  every  thing 
ascends  into  a  higher  state  of  purity  and  perfection;  nay,  he 
laid  down  a  sort  of  harmony  in  inclinations  and  occupations, 
conveniences  and  difficulties,  enjoyments  and  sufferings.  Fully 
occupied  by  these  vivid  ideas  which  presented  themselves  to 
him,  when  he  came  to  examine  the  Scriptures  he  connected 
them  with  his  philosophical  principles.  Nay,  while  describing 
the  spiritual  after  his  own  manner,  he  was  unable  to  get  rid 
of  the  ideas  which  are  derived  from  our  material  being;  but 
he  insisted  that  they  must  be  taken  in  a  spiritual  sense.  Well. 
But  there  is  danger,  that  a  person  may  thus  be  led  to  trust  too 
much  to  the  imagination,  and  be  too  easily  carried  away  by 
an  illusion  of  the  senses. 

I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  Bishop  Swedberg,  although  he 
was  a  great  and  celebrated  teacher,  had  not  a  certain  leaning 
in  this  direction.  Some  of  his  writings  seem  to  manifest 
something  of  this  kind.  At  least,  he  seemed  inclined  to 
look  upon  certain  occurrences,  as  if  they  contained  a  special 
significance. 
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It  is  a  better  characteristic  in  a  priest  to  believe  too 
much  than  too  little.  But  how  very  easily  might  not  something 
of  this  sort  of  over-belief  have  place  with  his  learned  son,  if  an 
hereditary  inclination  supported  and  strengthened  an  effect, 
which  is  naturally  produced,  when  any  one  resolves  to  examine, 
at  the  same  time,  that  which  is  presented  to  his  senses  and 
that  which  is  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  knowledge,  nay, 
beyond  the  limits  assigned  to  the  light  of  reason. 

I  have  perhaps  dwelt  too  long  already  upon  what  Sweden- 
BOEG  wrote  on  spiritual  subjects,  inasmuch  as  these  are  not 
topics  for  an  Academy  of  Sciences.  It  suffices  that  his  good 
qualities  and  merits  are  conspicuous  even  on  that  side,  where 
we  look  for  those  weaknesses  in  him  which  are  inseparable 
from  human  nature. 

I  have  not  risen  in  this  place  to  define  errors  or  dogmas 
that  are  difficult  to  be  understood;  but  I  venture  to  say,  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  where  others  generally 
exhibit  a  lack  of  intelligence  and  confusion  of  thought,  our 
SwEDEKBORG  displays  an  uncommon  wealth  of  knowledge, 
which,  in  accordance  with  his  system,  he  reduced  into  such 
order,  that  not  even  the  elements  were  able  to  turn  him  out 
of  his  course. 

If  his  desu'e  of  knowledge  went  too  far,  it  still  bears 
witness  to  his  great  zeal  for  enlightening  himself  and  others; 
for  we  cannot  discover  in  him  any  sign  of  arrogance,  rashness, 
or  intention  to  deceive. 

If  he  cannot  be  numbered  among  the  doctors  of  the 
Church,  he  still  deserves  to  be  counted  among  ingenious  moral- 
ists ;  and  to  be  set  up  as  a  pattern  of  virtue  and  of  reverence 
for  his  ]\Iaker;  for  in  him  there  was  no  sort  of  double  dealing. 

If  I  were  called  upon  frankly  to  state  his  faults,  I  should 
imagine  to  myself  some  one  who  devoted  his  whole  time  to 
the  preparation  of  a  universal  solvent — a  menstruum  which 
would  solve  everything  that  either  nature  or  art  had  produced, 
without  remembering  that  no  vessel  could  preserve  it.  Our 
Swedenborg  was  not  satisfied  with  knowing  much;  he  desired 
to  knoAv  more  than  can  be  comprehended  by  any  man  here 
below,  in  that  state  of  imperfection  which  belongs  to  him  while 
the  soul  dwells  in  a  frail  material  body. 
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Any  one  who  condemns  this  fault,  cannot  be  regarded  as 
impartial,  so  long  as  he  does  not  first  inveigh  against  those 
who  ought  to  know  much,  and  yet  who  know  nothing. 

But  it  is  not  so  easy  to  he  displeased  with  a  man  who 
was  endowed  with  so  many  fine  qualities. 

He  had  a  sincere  love  for  mankind ;  and  in  examining  the 
disposition  of  others,  he  always  endeavoured  first  to  find  this 
virtue,  as  a  sure  indication  of  many  good  qualities  besides. 

He  was  cheerful  and  pleasant  in  company,  and  as  a  recreation 
from  his  severe  labours,  he  enjoyed  intercourse  with  intelligent 
persons,  by  whom  he  was  always  well  received  and  much 
respected.  He  could  also  properly  meet,  and  playfully  direct 
into  a  different  channel,  that  kind  of  curiosity  which  frequently 
desires  to  obtrude  itself  into  the  consideration  of  serious  things. 

He  was  an  honest  servant  of  the  state,  who  paid  strict 
attention  to  the  performance  of  his  duties;  the  only  thing  he 
neglected  in  his  public  capacity,  was  to  apply  for  any  office 
when  it  was  vacant.  Having  been  called,  unexpectedly,  to  an 
honourable  post,  he  remained  satisfied  with  it  during  the  rest 
of  his  official  career;  and  when  his  other  occupations  no 
longer  permitted  him  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  his  official 
duties,  he  preferred  to  resign,  being  to  the  end  of  his  life 
satisfied  with  the  title  of  the  office  he  had  filled  during 
thirty- one  years. 

He  was  a  worthy  member  of  this  Royal  Academy;  and 
although  in  course  of  time  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  other 
than  academic  subjects,  still  not  wishing  to  remain  a  useless 
member,  he  enriched  its  Transactions  with  a  description  of 
inlaid  work  in  marble,  for  tables,  and  other  ornamental  ar- 
ticles.* 

As  a  member  of  the  House  of  Nobles,  he  attended  several 
Diets  of  the  Realm,  without  incurring  the  reproaches  either 
of  himself  or  of  others. 

During  his  life  there  were  several  occupants  of  our  throne, 
and  during  all  these  changes  he  enjoyed  the  favour  of  every 
reigning  sovereign.  Good  sense,  learning,  and  virtue  secure 
this  favour  under  enlightened  governments.     And  what  people, 

*  The  paper  refeiTed  to  here  is  Document  202  of  the  present  work. 
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at  the  present  time,  has  in  this  respect  more  cause  for  rejoic- 
ing than  we? 

Our  SwEDENBORG  (and  this  I  mention  not  as  one  of  his 
merits)  remained  during  the  whole  of  his  life  unmarried.  But 
this  was  not  owing  to  any  indiiference  to  the  sex;  for  he 
esteemed  the  company  of  a  fine  and  intelligent  woman  as  one 
of  the  purest  sources  of  delight;  but  liis  profound  studies  required 
that  in  his  house  there  should  be  perfect  stillness  both  day  and 
night.  He,  therefore,  preferred  being  alone. 

He  enjoyed  a  most  excellent  state  of  bodily  health,  having 
scarcely  ever  been  indisposed;  and,  as  he  was  always  content 
^nthin  himself  and  with  his  circumstances,  he  spent  a  life  which 
was,  in  every  respect,  happy,  nay,  which  was  happy  in  the 
very  highest  degree.  At  last  nature  demanded  her  rights. 
During  liis  last  sojourn  abroad,  while  residing  in  London, 
he  had  on  December  24,  of  last  year,  an  attack  of  apoplexy, 
and  on  the  29th  of  last  March  departed  this  life,  in  his  eighty- 
fifth  year,  rich  in  the  honourable  monuments  which  he  left 
behind  him,  satisfied  with  his  life  upon  earth,  and  joyful  at  the 
prospect  of  his  final  change. 

May  the  Royal  Academy  continue  to  retain  many  of  its 
eminent  and  useful  members  to  so  advanced  an  age! 


DOCUMENT  5. 
ROBSAHM'S^'  MEMOmS  OF  SWEDENBORG-. 

The  Swedish  original  of  these  memoirs  in  Rohsahm's  own 
handwriting,  which  had  heen  in  the  possession  of  Dean  Kalil  in 
Lund,  was  presented  by  him  to  the  editor  of  these  Documents 
in  1868,  during  his  stay  in  Sweden  for  the  purpose  of  photo- 
lithographing  the  unpublished  MSS.  of  Swedenborg.  These 
memoirs  have  never  been  printed  in  Swedish.  Dean  Kahl  trans- 
lated them  into  German,  and  sent  his  translation  to  Dr.  Im. 
Tafel  of  Tubingen,  who  published  this  translation  in  the  third 
part  of  his  Swedenborg  documents.  It  is  remarkable  that  these 
memoirs  have  never  before  been  translated  into  English.  The 
English  editor  of  the  "Documents  collected  by  Dr.  Im.  Tafel" 
has  in  his  volume  an  article  entitled:  "Anecdotes  collected  by 
Mr.  Robsahm;"  yet  this  article  is  by  no  means  a  translation  of 
the  Eobsahm  Memoirs  which  were  published  by  Dr.  Im.  Tafel — 
in  fact  it  could  not  have  been  a  translation  of  them,  because 
Dr.  Tafel  published  these  Memoirs  in  the  third  part  of  his 
"Documents",  which  appeared  in  1842,  while  the  first  English 
edition  of  the  documents,  containing  the  "Anecdotes  collected 
by  Mr.  Robsahm",  appeared  in  1841.  The  Documents  contained 
in  Parts  III  and  IV  of  Dr.  Im.  Tafel's  work,  ivitli  the  exceptioti 
of  the  real  Robsahm  Memoirs,  appeared  subsequently  in  the 
"Intellectual  Repository,"  and  were  afterwards  added  as  an 
appendix  to  the  former  volume.  On  analyzing  the  article 
entitled  "Anecdotes  collected  by  Mr.  Robsahm,"  which  figures 
in  the  English  and  American  editions  of  the  "Documents 
collected  by  Dr.  J.  F.  I.  Tafel,"  it  proves  to  be  composed  of 
two  separate  accounts  of  Swedenborg,  which  are  mixed  up 
arbitrarily;  i\\e  first  of  these  is  "the  Life  of  Emanuel  Sweden- 
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borg",  which  appeared  in  the  "New  Jerusalem  Magazine"  of 
1790;  the  second  is  Pernety's  account  of  Swedenborg,  which 
appeared  as  an  introduction  to  his  French  transhxtion  of 
"Heaven  and  Hell",  and  which  was  included  by  Dr.  Tafel 
in  his  collection.  Neither  of  these  accounts  is  fully  embodied 
in  the  "Anecdotes  collected  by  Mr.  Robsahm",  but  the  editor 
alternately  takes  some  paragraphs  from  the  "New  Jerusalem 
Magazine",  and  from  "Pernety's  account",  leaving  out  arbi- 
trarily large  portions  of  both.  It  is  true  Mr.  Robsahm's  col- 
lection was  drawn  upon  by  the  writers  of  both  these  accounts, 
yet  a  considerable  number  of  statements  are  made  in  the  com- 
position called  "Anecdotes  collected  by  Mr.  Robsahm",  which 
Robsahm  never  made,  and  which  the  English  editor  wrongly 
ascribes  to  him,  Avithholding  at  the  same  time  the  real  "Rob- 
sahm's  Memoirs"  from  his  readers.  For  a  further  account  of 
the  histoiy  of  Robsahm's  "Memoirs",  see  Notes  19  and  20. 
The  English  translation  of  these  memoirs  given  below  is  pre- 
pared immediately  from  the  Swedish  original;  the  numbers  of 
the  paragraphs  have  been  inserted  by  the  editor,  for  the  sake 
of  convenient  reference. 

1.  The  late  Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  who  by  his 
works  became  so  celebrated  throughout  Europe,  died  in  London, 
on  jSIarch  29,  1772,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year.  A  well  merited  eu- 
logium  was  pronounced  upon  him  in  the  Swedish  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences,  on  October  7,  1772.  But  posterity  may  perhaps 
be  interested  in  knowing  that  which  characterized  this  noble 
man  at  home,  and  in  his  intercourse  with  his  friends ;  and  as, 
since  the  death  of  his  two  old  servants,  a  gardener  and  his  Avife, 
there  are  only  a  few  of  those  still  living,  who  were  on  terms  of 
intimacy  with  him,  who  were  acquainted  with  his  habits  of  life, 
and  who  could  relate  their  conversations  with  him  on  the  subject 
of  his  visions  and  revelations,  I  was  called  upon  by  a  worthy 
man^"  to  state  what  I  had  seen  and  heard  in  Swedenborg's 
company;  especially,  as  I  had  the  advantage  of  being  frequently 
at  his  house,  in  the  character  of  a  friend,  and  of  meeting  him  in 
company,  at  my  own  house,  and  at  the  houses  of  my  relations. 

2.  Swedenborg's  property  was  about  a  stone's  cast  in  length 
and  in  breadtli.     1'he  rooms  of  his  dwelling-house  were  small 
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and  plain;  but  were  sufficient  for  him,  though  scarcely  for 
any  one  else.  Although  he  was  a  learned  man,  no  books  were 
ever  seen  in  his  room,  except  his  Hebrew  and  Greek  Bible, 
and  his  manuscript  indexes  to  his  owm  works,  by  which,  in 
making  quotations,  he  was  saved  the  trouble  of  examining  all 
that  he  had  previously  written  or  printed. 

3.  Swedenborg  worked  without  much  regard  to  the  distinction 
of  day  and  night,  having  no  fixed  time  for  labour  or  rest.  "When 
I  am  sleepy",  he  said,  "I  go  to  bed."  All  the  attendance  he 
required  from  his  servant,  his  gardener's  wife,  consisted  in  her 
making  his  bed,  and  placing  a  large  jug  of  water  in  his  ante- 
room, his  house-keeping  being  so  arranged  that  he  could  make 
his  own  coffee  in  his  study;  and  this  coffee  he  drank  in  great 
abundance,  both  day  and  night,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  sugar. 
When  not  invited  out,  his  dinner  consisted  of  nothing  but  a 
roll  soaked  in  boiled  milk ;  and  this  was  his  meal  always  when 
he  dined  at  home.  He  never  at  that  time  used  wine  or 
strong  drink,  nor  did  he  eat  anything  in  the  evening;  but  in 
company  he  would  eat  freely,  and  indulge  moderately  in  a 
social  glass. 

4.  For  the  sake  of  the  public  that  came  to  see  the  old 
gentleman,  generally  from  curiosity,  he  had  a  pretty  summer- 
house  built  in  his  garden  in  1767;  on  one  side  of  this  was  his 
handsome  library,  and  in  the  wing  that  stretched  out  on  the 
other  side  were  garden-tools.  He  had  also  another  summer- 
house  put  up  in  the  middle  of  his  garden,  according  to  the 
plan  of  one  he  had  seen  in  England  on  a  gentleman's  estate; 
and  still  another,  which  was  square  and  had  four  doors,  and 
which  could,  by  opening  the  doors  across  the  corners  of  the 
room,  be  changed  into  an  octagon.  In  one  corner  of  his 
garden  he  had  also  constructed  a  maze  of  boards,  entirely  for 
the  amusement  of  the  good  people  that  would  come  and  visit 
him  in  his  garden,  and  especially  for  their  children;  and  there 
he  would  receive  them  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  enjoy 
their  delight  at  his  contrivances. 

5.  Among  these  things  I  must  also  mention  a  blind 
door  which  he  .  had  made;  and  when  this  was  opened, 
another  one  appeared  with  a  window  in  it;  and  as  both  these 
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doors  were  directly  opposite  a  green  hedge  where  a  beautiful 
bird-cage  was  placed,  and  as  the  window  in  the  inner  door 
was  made  of  looking-glass,  the  effect  was  most  charming  and 
surprising  to  those  who  opened  it  ^vitll  a  view  of  entering 
Swedenborg's  other  garden,  which,  according  to  his  statement, 
was  much  more  beautiful  than  his  first  one.  Swedeuborg 
derived  much  sport  from  this  arrangement,  especially  when 
inquisitive  and  curious  young  ladies  came  into  his  garden. 

6.  Before  his  house  there  was  an  ornamental  flower  bed, 
upon  which  he  expended  considerable  sums  of  money;  he  had 
there  even  some  of  those  singular  Dutch  figures  of  animals,  and 
other  objects  shaped  out  of  box-trees;  but  this  bed  he  did  not 
keep  up  in  his  later  years.  The  cultivation  of  the  garden, 
however,  and  its  produce  he  left  to  the  gardener. 

7.  The  fire  in  the  stove  of  his  study  was  never  allowed 
to  go  out,  from  autumn,  throughout  the  whole  of  winter,  until 
spring;  for  as  he  always  needed  coffee,  and  as  he  made  it 
himself,  without  milk  or  cream,  and  as  he  had  never  any 
definite  time  for  sleeping,  he  always  required  to  have  a  fire. 

8.  His  sleeping-room  was  always  without  fire ;  and  when  he 
lay  down,  according  to  the  severity  of  the  winter,  he  covered 
himself  either  with  three  or  four  woollen  blankets;  but  I 
remember  one  winter,  wliich  was  so  cold  that  he  was  obliged 
to  move  his  bed  into  his  study. 

9.  As  soon  as  he  awoke,  he  went  into  his  study, — where 
he  always  found  glowing  embers — put  wood  upon  the  burning 
coals,  and  a  few  pieces  of  birch-rind,  which  for  convenience 
he  used  to  purchase  in  bundles,  so  as  to  be  able  to  make  a 
fire  speedily;  and  then  he  sat  down  to  write. 

10.  In  his  drawing-room  there  was  the  marble-table  which 
he  afterwards  presented  to  the  lioyal  College  of  Mines;  this 
room  was  neat  and  genteel,  but  plain. 

11.  His  dress  in  winter  consisted  of  a  fur-coat  of  rein- 
deer skin,  and  in  summer  of  a  dressing-gown;  both  well-worn, 
as  became  a  philosopher's  wardrobe.  His  wearing  apparel 
was  simple,  but  neat.  Still,  it  happened  sometimes,  that,  when 
he  prepared  to  go  out,  and  his  people  did  not  call  his  atten- 
tion to  it,  something  would  be  forgotten  or  neglected  in  his 
dress;  so  that,  for  instance,  he  would  put  one  buckle  of  gems 

3 


34  GENERAL  BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES.        [Doc  5. 

and  another  of  silver  in  his  shoes;  an  instance  of  which 
absence  ot  mind  I  myself  saw  at  my  father's  house,  where 
he  was  invited  to  dine;  and  which  occurrence  greatly  amused 
several  young  girls,  who  took  occasion  to  laugh  at  the  old 
gentleman. 

12.  It  was  difficult  for  him  to  talk  quickly;  for  he  then 
stuttered,  especially  when  he  was  obliged  to  talk  in  a  foreign 
tongue.  Of  foreign  languages,  in  addition  to  the  learned 
languages,  he  understood  well  French,  English,  Dutch,  Ger- 
man, and  Italian;  for  he  had  journeyed  several  times  in  these 
countries.  He  spoke  slowly ;  and  it  was  always  a  pleasure  to  be 
with  him  at  table,  for  whenever  Swedenborg  spoke,  all  other 
talk  was  hushed;  and  the  slowness  with  which  he  spoke  had  the 
effect  of  restraining  the  frivolous  remarks  of  the  curious  in  the 
assembly.  At  first  he  used  to  talk  freely  about  his  visions, 
and  his  explanations  of  Scripture,  but  when  this  displeased 
the  clergy,  and  they  pronounced  him  a  heretic  or  a  downright 
madman,  he  resolved  to  be  more  sparing  of  his  communications 
in  company,  or  at  all  events  to  be  more  on  his  guard,  so  as 
not  to  offer  an  opportunity  to  scoffers  of  inveighing  against 
what  they  could  not  understand  as  well  as  himself. 

13.  I  once  addressed  the  pastor  of  our  parish,  an  old  and 
esteemed  clergyman,  and  asked  him  what  I  ought  to  think  of 
Swedenborg's  visions  and  of  his  explanations  of  the  Bible. 
This  honourable  man  answered  me  with  the  spirit  of  true 
tolerance:  "Let  God  be  the  judge,  how  these  things  are  in 
reality!  But  I  cannot  pass  the  same  judgment  upon  him 
that  many  others  do;  I  have  spoken  with  him  myself,  and  I 
have  found  in  company  where  he  was  with  me,  that  he  is  a 
pious  and  good  man." 

14.  It  was  also  remarkable,  that  Swedenborg,  unlike  sec- 
tarian persons,  never  tried  to  make  proselytes,  or  to  force  his 
explanations  upon  any  one.  This  I  know  from  a  conversation  I 
had  with  him,  as  to  whether  it  is  possible  for  any  other  man  to 
come  into  the  same  degree  of  spirituality  in  which  he  was.  He 
said,  "Take  good  care;  this  is  the  direct  road  to  insanity:  for 
when  a  man  pores  over  spiritual  and  hidden  things,  he  cannot 
protect  himself  against  the  delusions  of  hell,  which  then  come 
over  him  and  trouble  him,  when  from  his  natural  man  and  by 
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his  own  speculations  he  tries  to  fathom  heavenly  things,  which 
transcend  his  comprehension."  He  then  explained  to  me, 
that  the  Lord  in  His  prayer  taught  us  to  pray  against  such 
sjieculations,  in  the  words  Lead  us  not  into  temptation;  by 
which  is  meant  that  we  must  not,  from  our  own  power  and 
by  our  own  intelligence,  begin  to  doubt  the  heavenly  truths 
which  are  revealed  to  us:  "For,"  he  added,  "you  are  well 
aware  how  often  it  has  happened,  that  students,  and  especially 
tlieologians,  who  unnecessarily  indulged  too  much  in  specula- 
tions, have  lost  their  understanding.  I,  for  my  o"s\ti  part,"  he 
concluded,  "had  never  expected  to  come  into  that  spiritual 
state,  in  which  I  am  now;  hut  the  Lord  selected  me  for  this 
state,  and  for  revealing  the  spiritual  meaning  of  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  which  He  had  promised  in  the  prophets  and  in  the 
book  of  Revelation.  My  purpose  previously  had  been  to  explore 
nature,  chemistry,  and  the  sciences  of  mining  and  anatomy." 

15.  This  conversation  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  asking 
him,  where  and  how  it  was  granted  him  to  see  and  to  hear 
what  takes  place  in  the  world  of  spirits,  in  heaven,  and  in 
hell.  Whereupon  Swedenborg  answered  as  follows:  "I  was  in 
London  and  dined  rather  late  at  the  inn  where  I  was  in  the 
habit  of  dining,  and  where  I  had  my  own  room.  My  thoughts 
were  engaged  on  the  subjects  we  have  been  discussing.  I  was 
liungry,  and  ate  with  a  good  appetite.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  meal  I  noticed  a  sort  of  dimness  before  my  eyes:  this 
became  denser,  and  I  then  saw  the  floor  covered  with  the 
most  horrid  crawling  reptiles,  such  as  snakes,  frogs,  and  similar 
{■reatures.^^  I  was  amazed;  for  I.  w^as  perfectly  conscious, and  my 
thoughts  were  clear.  At  last  the  darkness  increased  still  more; 
but  it  disappeared  all  at  once,  and  I  then  saw  a  man  sitting 
m  a  corner  of  the  room;  as  I  was  then  alone,  I  was  very 
much  frightened  at  his  words,  for  he  said:  'Eat  not  so  much'. 
All  became  black  again  before  my  eyes,  but  immediately  it 
cleared  away,  and  I  found  myself  alone  in  the  room. 

"Such  an  unexpected  terror  hastened  my  return  home;  I 
did  not  let  the  landlord  notice  anything;  but  1  considered 
well  what  had  happened,  and  could  not  look  upon  it  as  a 
mere  matter  of  chance,  or  as  it  it  had  been  produced  by  a 
physical  cause. 
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"I  went  home ;  and  during  the  night  the  same  man  revealed 
himself  to  me  again,  but  I  was  not  frightened  now.  He  then 
said  that  He  was  the  Lord  God,  the  Creator  of  the  world,  and 
the  Redeemer,  and  that  He  had  chosen  me  to  explain  to  men 
the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Scripture,  and  that  He  Himself 
would  explain  to  me  what  I  should  write  on  this  subject; 
that  same  night  also  were  opened  to  me,  so  that  I  became  tho- 
roughly convinced  of  their  reality,  the  worlds  of  spirits,  heaven, 
and  hell,  and  I  recognized  there  many  acquaintances  of  every 
condition  in  life.  From  that  day  I  gave  up  the  study  of  all 
worldly  science,  and  laboured  in  spiritual  things,  according  as 
the  Lord  had  commanded  me  to  write.  Afterwards  the  Lord 
opened,  daily  very  often,  my  bodily  (lekamlig)  eyes,  so  that, 
in  the  middle  of  the  day  I  could  see  into  the  other  world, 
and  in  a  state  of  perfect  wakefulness  converse  with  angels  and 
spirits." 

16.  Swedenborg  rarely  went  to  Church;  partly,  because 
he  could  not  be  edified  by  preaching  which  was  so  different 
from  liis  own  revelations ;  and  partly  because  he  suffered  from 
the  stone.  Neither  did  he  partake  of  the  Holy  Com- 
munion; and  as  he  was  closely  related  to  two  bishops, 
one  of  them,  during  the  diet  of  1760,  remonstrated  with 
him  upon  it  in  a  friendly  manner.  Swedenborg  answered, 
that  inasmuch  as  he  was  conjoined  with  the  Lord  God,  and 
had  been  called  by  Him,  and  as  he  was,  moreover,  in  com- 
pany with  angels  and  saints,  tliis  religious  act,  in  his  case, 
could  not  be  looked  upon  in  the  same  light,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  earth.  But  when  he  was  re- 
minded that  by  observing  the  sacrament  he  would  set  a  good 
example,  he  yielded  and  he  took  the  communion  before  the 
altar  of  the  Church  which  had  been  fitted  up  for  the  Maria 
parish  after  the  conflagration  of  1759. 

17.  A  few  days  previously  he  asked  his  old  serving  people, 
which  clergyman  he  might  ask  for  this  service,  for  he  did 
not  know  them  particularly.  When  the  elder  chaplam  was  pro- 
posed, Swedenborg  said  at  once:  "No;  for  he  is  a  passionate 
man,  and  a  violent  priest;  I  was  much  displeased  in  hearing 
him  thunder  from  the  pulpit."  His  assistant  was  then  proposed, 
the  second  chaplain,  who  was  less  liked  in  the  parish.     "This 
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one,"  Swedenborg  said,  "I  desire;  for  I  have  heard  that  he 
speaks  as  he  thinks,  and  that  for  this  reason  he  has  lost 
credit  among  the  people,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  the  world." 

18.  Swedenborg  once  told  me  the  reason  why  no  others 
among  the  clergy,  except  Doctor  Beyer^^  in  Gottenburg,  had 
embraced  his  explanations  of  the  Scripture.  The  reason  of 
this  is,  that  daily,  from  the  time  when  they  attend  school  in 
the  gymnasium  [academy],  and  in  the  university,  they  confirm 
themselves  in  the  doctrine,  and  in  favour  of  the  doctrine,  of 
faith  alone;  and  whenever  any  one  has  confirmed  liimself  in 
anything  evil,  he  no  longer  looks  upon  the  evil  as  evil,  but 
becomes  daily  more  delighted  with  it.  "Nay,"  he  added, 
"though  they  should  actually  see  and  find  out  that  I  speak 
the  truth,  their  love  of  places  of  honour  and  of  consideration, 
and  their  self-interest,  will  not  permit  them  to  profess  publicly 
what,  in  accordance  with  their  own  conviction,  they  fllid  to 
be  incontestable  truths."  This  conversation  I  had  with 
Swedenborg,  a  short  time  after  he  had  had  a  visit  from  the  cele- 
brated clergyman,  Doctor  Rutstrom,^'  who  died  in  prison, 
in  the  castle  of  Stockholm,  some  time  after  the  revolution  of 
1772.  Swedenborg  said,  "This  Rutstrom  saw  every  thing, 
but  his  life  and  deeds  showed  that  his  Moravian  sect  was 
dearest  to  him,  in  which  he  had  long  ago  confirmed  himself, 
even  to  persuasion;"  and  he  added,  that  such  was  the  case 
with  the  clergy  of  every  religion,  who,  after  they  have  confirmed 
themselves  in  the  doctrines  which  they  profess,  can  never 
more  be  induced  to  give  up  the  most  preposterous  proposi- 
tions. 

19.  The  chaplain  of  the  Imperial  Russian  Legation,  Oro- 
noskow,  who  was  in  Stockholm  during  the  time  of  the  ambas- 
sador. Count  Ostermann,  was  a  monk  of  the  Alexander- 
Newsky  order,  and  led  an  orderly  and  pious  life ;  quite  diifer- 
ently  from  the  other  Russian  priests  who  had  been  here  before 
him.  He  became  acquainted  with  me,  and  I  lent  him  Sweden- 
borg's  books,  which,  he  said,  he  read  with  the  greatest  delight. 
He  desired  to  see  Swedenborg,  and  to  talk  with  this  remark- 
able man.  I  complied  with  his  desire,  and  invited  Swedenborg 
and  him  to  dinner,  in  company  with  the  late  president  of  the 
Royal   College    of  Commerce,   Mr.   von    Carleson,^*    and    the 
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Councillor  of  Chancery,  Mr.  Berch,^^  together  with  several 
of  my  relations.  During  dinner  the  chaplain  asked  Sweden- 
borg  among  other  things,  whether  he  had  seen  the  Empress 
Elizabeth.  Swedenborg  then  asked  some  one  to  tell  him  (for 
he  always  spoke  in  Swedish,  and  the  conversation  was  carried 
on  in  French,  which  was  well  understood  and  pretty  well 
spoken  by  the  chaplain),  "I  have  seen  her  often,  and  I  know 
that  she  is  in  a  very  happy  state."  This  answer  brought 
tears  of  joy  into  the  chaplain's  eyes,  who  said  that  she  had 
been  good  and  just.  "Yes,"  said  Swedenborg,  "her  kind 
feeling  for  her  people  was  made  known,  after  her  death,  in 
the  other  life;  for  there  it  was  shown,  that  she  never  went 
into  the  council  wdthout  praying  to  God,  and  asking  for  his 
advice  and  assistance,  in  order  that  she  might  govern  well 
her  country  and  her  people."  This  gladdened  the  chaplain 
so  much,  that  he  expressed  his  joyful  surprise  by  silence  and 
tears. 

20.  I  have  two  proofs,  that  Swedenborg  was  firmly  con- 
vinced that  the  works  in  manuscript  which  he  took  abroad, 
would  be  printed  there.  At  liis  departure,  the  last  but 
one,  before  he  died  in  London,  I  met  him  in  his  travelhng- 
carriage,  when  he  was  just  starting  from  his  house,  here 
in  Stockholm.  I  asked  him  how  he,  who  would  be  soon 
eighty  years  old,  could  dare  to  undertake  so  long  a  journey, 
and  whether  we  should  meet  again  in  this  world.  "Do  not 
trouble  yourself  about  that,"  said  he,  "if  you  live,  we  sliall 
certainly  meet  again;  for  I  shall  have  to  undertake  another 
journey  like  this." 

21.  When  he  left  Sweden  for  the  last  time,  he  came  of 
his  own  accord  to  me  at  the  bank  on  the  day  he  was  to 
leave,  and  gave  me  a  protest  against  any  condemnation 
of  his  writings  during  his  absence;  which  protest  was  based 
upon  the  law  of  Sweden,  and  in  which  he  stated,  that  the 
House  of  D'iests  ivas  not  the  only  judge  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion, inasmuch  as  theology  belonged  also  to  the  other  Houses. 
On  this  occasion  I  asked  him  the  same  question  as  before, 
viz.,  whether  I  should  ever  see  him  again.  His  answer  was 
quite  tender  and  touching;  "whether  I  shall  come  again,  that," 
said  he,  "I  do  not  yet  know;  but  of  this  I  can  assure  you,  for 
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the  Lord  has  promised  to  me,  that  I  shall  not  die,  until 
I  shall  have  received  from  the  press  this  work,  (the  Vera 
Christiana  Bdiyio),  which  is  now  ready  to  be  printed  and  for 
the  sake  of  which  I  now  undertake  this  journey;  but  if  we  do 
not  meet  again  in  the  body  we  shall  meet  in  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  provided  we  live  in  this  world  according  to  His 
will  and  not  according  to  our  own."  He  then  took  leave  of 
me  in  as  blithe  and  cheerful  a  frame  of  mind,  as  if  he  had 
been  a  man  in  his  best  years;  and  the  same  day  he  departed 
for  the  last  time  from  Sweden. 

22.  I  asked  Swedenborg  once  whether  his  explanations 
Avould  be  received  in  Christendom.  "About  that,"  said  he, 
"I  can  say  nothing;  but  I  suppose  that  in  their  proper  time 
they  will  be  received;  for  otherwise  the  Lord  would  not  have 
disclosed  what  has  heretofore  lain  concealed." 

23.  He  was  never  ill  except  when  temptations  came  over 
him;  but  he  was  fi*equently  troubled  with  tooth-ache.  I  came 
to  him  once  on  such  an  occasion,  when  he  complained  of  a 
severe  tooth- ache,  which  had  continued  for  several  days.  I 
recommended  to  him  a  common  remedy  for  soothing  the 
pain;  but  he  answered  at  once,  that  his  tooth-ache  was  not 
caused  by  a  diseased  nerve,  but  by  the  influx  of  hell  from 
hypocrites,  who  tempted  him,  and  who  by  correspondence 
caused  this  pain,  which  he  said,  he  knew,  would  soon  stop 
and  leave  him.^^ 

24.  Respecting  his  temptations  I  collected  information  from 
his  modest  servants,  the  old  gardener  and  his  wife,  who  told  me 
with  sj-mpathizing  and  compassionate  words  that  Swedenborg 
often  spoke  aloud  in  his  room,  and  was  indignant  when  evil 
s])irits  were  with  him;  tliis  they  could  hear  the  more  distinctly, 
because  their  room  was  near  his;  when  he  was  asked,  why 
he  had  been  so  restless  during  the  night,  he  answered  that  per- 
mission had  been  given  to  evil  spirits  to  revile  him,  and  that 
he  spoke  to  and  was  indignant  with  them.  It  often  happened 
that  he  wept  bitterly,  and  called  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
prayed  to  the  Lord,  that  He  would  not  leave  him  in  the 
temptation  which  had  come  upon  him.  The  words  which  he 
cried  out  were  these:  "Oh  Lord,  help  me!  Oh  Lord,  my  God, 
do  not  forsake  me!"    "When  it  was   all  over,   and   his   people 
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asked  liim  about  the  cause  of  this  lamentation,  he  said:  "God 
be  praised!  it  is  over  now.  You  must  not  trouble  your- 
selves about  me;  for  whatever  happens  to  me  is  permitted  by 
the  Lord,  and  He  does  not  allow  me  to  be  tempted  more 
than  He  sees  that  I  can  bear." 

25.  Once  it  was  very  remarkable,  that  after  such  a  lamenta- 
tion he  lay  down,  and  did  not  rise  from  his  bed  for  several 
days  and  nights.  This  caused  his  people  much  uneasiness; 
they  talked  with  one  another,  and  supposed  that  he  had  died 
from  some  great  fright.  They  thought  of  having  the  door 
forced  open,  or  of  calling  in  his  intimate  friends.  At  last 
the  man  went  to  the  window,  and,  to  his  great  joy,  saw 
that  his  master  was  still  alive,  for  he  turned  himseK  in  bed. 
The  next  day  he  rang  the  bell,  and  then  the  housekeeper 
went  in,  and  told  him  of  her  own  and  her  husband's  un- 
easiness at  his  condition;  whereupon  he  said  with  a  cheer- 
ful countenance,  that  he  was  doing  well,  and  that  he  did 
not  need  anything.  She  was  satisfied  with  this  answer,  for 
neither  of  his  servants  dared  to  interrogate  him,  as  they  had 
the  same  opinion  of  him  as  the  old  clergyman  in  my  parish; 
and  they  added  that  such  a  wise  and  learned  man  would 
never  distress  himself  with  work  and  temptations,  if  he  did  not 
know  whence  they  came. 

26.  I  asked  the  old  housekeeper  whether  she  had  ever  no- 
ticed anything  unusual  in  Swedenborg's  eyes  after  such  a 
state.  I  asked  this  question,  because  I  wanted  to  know 
whether  his  countenance  was  at  all  changed  while  he  was 
in  the  spirit.  She  answered,  that  one  afternoon,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  she  had  to  go  into  his  room;  and  when  she 
opened  the  door,  the  pupils  of  his  eyes  had  the  appearance 
of  the  brightest  fire;  whereupon  she  was  frightened,  stepped 
back,  and  cried  out:  "What,  in  the  Lord's  name,  is  the 
matter  with  you,  my  master?  You  look  so  terrible."  "How," 
said  Swedenborg,  "do  I  look?"  And  when  she  told  him  what 
she  saw,  he  said:  "Well!  well!  don't  be  frightened.  The  Lord 
has  opened  my  bodily  eyes,  and  I  have  been  in  the  spirit; 
but  in  a  little  while,  I  shall  be  all  right  again ;  and  this  does 
me  no  harm."  She  added,  that  half  an  hour  afterwards,  his 
eyes  were  entirely  free  from  this  appearance  of  fire. 
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27.  I  have  just  mentioned  that  Swedenborg  was  in  the  habit 
of  saying:  "Well!  well!"  This  was  a  phrase  which  he  often  used, 
when  he  spoke  with  any  one  familiarly ;  another,  which  he  fre- 
quently used,  was,  "Good!  good!" 

28.  When  Swedenborg  went  abroad,  he  never  studied  his 
comfort,  but  always  travelled  in  an  open  carriage,  without  a 
servant,  to  Gottenburg;  and  thence  he  went  by  sea  either  to 
England  or  Holland,  in  order  to  get  his  manuscripts  printed. 

29.  I  am  acquainted  with  two  Englishmen,  who  are  sea- 
captains  and  Swedish  naturalized  citizens;  the  name  of  the 
one  is  Harrison,  on  board  whose  ship  Swedenborg  was  once 
a  passenger.  During  almost  the  whole  voyage  he  lay  in 
bed,  and  nearly  the  whole  time  he  spoke  as  if  he  were  in 
company.  The  cabin-boy  and  the  mate  said  to  the  captain 
that  Swedenborg  must  be  mad;  he  answered,  "he  may  be 
what  he  pleases,  but  as  long  as  he  remains  quiet,  I  have 
no  authority  over  him;  he  is  always  prudent  and  discreet 
in  speaking  to  me,  and  in  answering  me ;  you  see  your- 
selves that  we  have  the  most  favourable  wind;  and  if  this 
weather  continues  as  it  is,  I  shall  make  the  quickest  passage 
I  have  ever  made."  Harrison  added  laughing,  "If  Swedenborg 
chooses,  he  can  always  have  a  free  passage  with  me;  for  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  my  experience  at  sea,  I  have  never  sailed 
better." 

30.  The  other  sea-captain  is  Brovell,  with  whom  Sweden- 
borg sailed  from  London  to  Dalaro,  a  passage  which  was 
made  in  eight  days.  During  this  voyage,  as  in  that  with 
Harrison,  Swedenborg  generally  lay  in  bed  and  talked; 
but  when  he  went  on  board  at  London,  he  said  to  the  cap- 
tain that  he  hoped  they  would  have  a  favourable  wind.  This 
came  soon,  and  it  continued  until  their  arrival  at  Dalaro, 
whence  Swedenborg  pursued  his  journey  by  land.  There  is  no 
doubt  also  that  previously  to  this  favourable  change  the  captain 
had  a  contrary  wind,  which  lasted  several  days;  nevertheless, 
he  regarded  Swedenborg  neither  as  a  conjurer  nor  as  a 
madman,  but  he  looked  upon  the  whole  occurrence  as  a  mere 
coincidence.  I  asked  Swedenborg  about  these  voyages  of 
his,  and  he  said,  that  he  himself  wondered  at  the  remarkably 
good  fortune  which  he  always  had  when  he  travelled  by  sea; 
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but   he   observed   at  tlie  same  time,  that  any  intelligent  man 
could  see,  that  be  was  not  able  to  do  miracles. 

31.  During  the  session  of  the  Diet  he  was  interested  in 
hearing  news  of  the  House  of  Nobels,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  by  virtue  of  his  being  the  head  of  the  Swedenborg 
family.  He  wTote  several  memorials;  but  when  he  saw  that 
party-spirit  and  self-interest  struggled  for  mastery,  he  went 
rarely  up  to  the  House  of  Nobles.  In  his  conversations  w^th 
his  friends,  he  inveighed  against  the  spirit  of  dissension 
among  the  members  of  the  Diet;  and  in  acting  with  a  party 
he  was  never  a  party -man,  but  loved  truth  and  honesty  in 
all  he  did. 

32.  I  asked  Swedenborg  whether  in  our  times  it  was  worth 
while  to  pay  attention  to  dreams;  upon  which  he  answered, 
that  the  Lord  no  longer,  at  the  present  day,  makes  revela- 
tions by  dreams;  but  that,  nevertheless,  it  may  happen  that 
one  who  understands  correspondences  may  derive  advantage 
from  his  dreams ;  just  as  a  person  that  is  awake,  may  examine 
his  own  state  by  comparing  his  own  will  with  God's  com- 
mandments. 

33.  Swedenborg  did  not  appear  in  the  character  of  an 
alms-giver;  and  when  he  was  asked  the  reason,  he  said: 
"Those  who  are  poorest  are  either  lazy  or  good  for  nothing; 
and,  moreover,  alms  are  often  injurious  to  those  that  receive 
tliem,  when  any  one  from  mere  goodness  of  heart  takes  pity 
on  the  indigent."  He  did  not  lend  money;  "for,"  said  he, 
"this  is  the  direct  way  to  lose  it;"  moreover,  he  added,  that 
he  had  need  of  all  his  money  for  his  travels,  and  for  the 
printing  of  his  works. 

34.  Many,  during  Swedenborg's  life-time,  wondered  where  he 
obtained  money  enough  to  make  such  long  journeys,  and  to  in- 
cur such  heavy  expenses.  But  when  we  take  into  considera- 
tion his  economical  mode  of  living,  and  the  little  money  he 
needed  while  travelling,  a  moderate  capital  only  was  required 
for  this  purpose;  especially,  also,  as  his  philosophical  and 
mineralogical  works  had  a  large  sale.  Nor  did  his  spiritual 
writings  remain  on  the  booksellers'  shelves,  but  always  yielded 
him  some  resources.  From  his  father.  Bishop  Swedberg,  too, 
he    had  obtained   a  considerable  inheritance   [See  Note   19], 
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so   that  it  was  not   at  all  surprising,  that  he  could  carry  out 
his  purposes. 

35.  Swedenborg  never  allowed  any  female  visitors  to  come 
into  his  room,  without  calling  in  one  of  his  servants;  and 
whenever,  as  happened  very  often,  any  ladies  came  to  see  him, 
especially  disconsolate  widows,  who  desired  to  know  the  state 
of  their  husbands;  or  others  who  thought  that  he  was  a 
fortune-teller,  and  could  reveal  wonderful  secrets,  thefts,  &c. — 
he  always  required  some  one  to  be  present.  "For,"  said 
he,  "women  are  cunning,  and  they  might  pretend,  that  I 
desired  to  become  too  intimate  with  them;  moreover,  it 
is  well  known,  that  such  people  misrepresent,  because  they 
do  not  properly  understand,  what  they  hear."  Wherefore, 
whenever  such  persons  called  upon  him  avowedly  for  such  a 
purpose,  he  Avith  great  firmness  refused  to  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  them. 

36.  It  is  known,  however,  that  in  his  youth  he  had  a 
lady-love  (en  maitress),  whom  he  gave  up  Avhen  she  became 
faithless  to  him;  but,  otherwise,  there  is  not  the  least  trace 
in  him  of  any  disorderly  love.  [See  on  this  subject,  Note  27.] 

37.  Whatever  Swedenborg  wrote  was  printed  from  his  own 
manuscript,  and  he  never  needed  the  help  of  an  amanuensis. 
His  handwriting  was  difficult  to  read  when  he  became  older; 
but  he  said  to  me:  "the  Dutch  printers  read  my  handwriting 
as  easily  as  the  English."  There  is  one  thing  to  be  observed 
with  regard  to  most  of  his  spiritual  writings,  that  the  proof- 
sheets  were  corrected  very  badly,  so  that  errata  occur  very 
often;  the  cause  of  this,  he  said,  was  that  the  printer  had 
undertaken  the  proof-reading,  as  well  as  the  printing. 

38.  As  Swedenborg,  in  his  younger  days,  did  not  think  of 
the  work  which  was  to  occupy  him  in  his  more  advanced  years, 
it  can  easily  be  imagined  that  in  his  time  he  was  not  only  a 
learned  man,  but  also  a  polished  gentleman;  for  a  man  of  such 
extensive  learning,  who,  by  his  books,  his  travels,  and  his 
knowledge  of  languages,  had  acquired  distinction  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  could  not  fail  to  possess  the  manners  and 
everything  else  which,  in  those  so-called  serious  or  sober  times, 
caused   a   man  to  be   honoured,  and  made  him  agreeable   in 
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society.  He  was  accordingly,  even  in  his  old  age,  cheerful, 
sprightly,  and  agreeable  in  company;  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
his  countenance  presented  those  uncommon  features,  which  are 
only  seen  in  men  of  great  genius. 

39.  I  know  not  how  he  was  regarded  abroad;  but  I  hope 
it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  know  how  he  was  regarded  in 
Stockholm,  especially  by  those  who  could  not  read  his  writ- 
ings, and  who  met  him  only  by  chance  in  society,  or  heard 
others  speak  of  him. 

40.  Those  who  were  able  to  read  his  books  judged  of  him 
then,  as  they  do  now,  quite  difi'erently  from  those  who  were 
unable  to  read  them;  and  what  is  remarkable,  most  of  those 
who  do  read  his  books  become  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  his 
adherents;  although  "for  fear  of  the  Jews",  and  on  account 
of  many  and  perhaps  just  causes,  they  do  not  openly  profess 
their  sentiments.  Their  judgment  generally  is,  that,  with 
the  exception  of  his  memorable  relations,  and  the  conver- 
sations and  visions  which  he  quotes,  there  is  much  that  is 
good  in  his  writings;  because  he  insists  upon  leading  a  life 
in  conformity  with  the  will  of  God  and  His  commandments; 
which  manifests  itself  by  the  shunning  of  sin,  and  a  new 
life  from  the  heart,  and  also  by  love  to  the  Lord  and  the 
neighbour. 

41.  One  day  a  prisoner  was  led  out  to  be  beheaded 
at  the  place  of  execution.  I  was  with  Swedenborg  in  the 
evening,  and  I  asked  him,  how  a  person,  who  leaves  the 
world  in  this  manner,  feels  at  the  moment  he  is  executed. 
He  replied,  "When  such  a  one  lies  down  upon  the  block  he 
is  already  so  much  out  of  himself,  that  after  decapitation, 
when  the  spirit  enters  into  the  world  of  spirits,  and  the  pris- 
oner finds  himself  alive,  he  tries  to  make  his  escape,  is  in 
expectation  of  death,  and  is  very  much  terrified ;  for  at  the  last 
moment  no  one  thinks  of  anything  but  the  happiness  of  heaven, 
and  the  misery  of  hell.  Afterwards  such  a  one  is  associated 
with  good  spirits  who  reveal  to  men  that  they  are  really 
dead;  and  then  he  is  left  to  follow  his  own  inclinations, 
by  which  he  is  led  to  that  place  where  he  is  to  remain  to 
eternity."  In  Swedenborg's  work  on  "Heaven  and  Hell"  this 
change  is  treated  of  more  at  large. 
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42.  Swedenborg  added  that  when  a  person  who  has  be- 
come matured  in  wickedness,  is  removed  from  the  earth  by 
the  law  and  the  axe,  although  to  all  appearance  penitent, 
he  still  remains  wdcked  to  eternity;  because  his  conversion  is 
compulsory,  and  not  brought  about  by  his  own  free  will,  as 
required  by  God.  For  unless  his  crimes  cast  him  into  prison, 
where  he  sees  death  impending,  he  will  never  direct  his 
tlioughts  towards  God,  and  still  less  his  heart,  hardened  by 
habit;  and  such  a  one,  when  he  finds  that  he  lives  as  before, 
rushes  headlong  into  the  practice  of  all  those  evil  works  wliich 
he  did  in  the  world ;  and  he,  consequently,  quickly  leads  himself 
to  hell,  with  the  spirits  of  which  he  had  been  conjoined  during 
his  life-time  upon  the  earth. 

43.  It  is  quite  different,  however,  with  those  who  are 
executed  on  account  of  some  crime  which  they  had  committed 
while  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  anger,  or  indignation,  or 
from  rashness,  without  any  real  intention  of  doing  it;  such 
repent  bitterly  of  what  they  have  done,  and  if  they  do  not 
confirm  themselves  against  the  Lord's  commandments  during 
the  remainder  of  their  life,  they  become  after  their  death 
happy  and  blessed  spirits. 

44.  When  a  certain  clergyman  died  in  Stockholm,  who  by 
his  eloquence  and  his  pathetic  mode  of  preaching  had  always 
his  church  filled  with  hearers,  I  asked  Swedenborg  whether 
he  was  not  in  a  blessed  state.  "This  man,"  answered  he, 
"went  straightway  to  hell  among  the  societies  of  hypocrites;  for 
he  was  only  spiritually  minded  while  in  the  pulpit;  at  other 
times  he  was  proud  of  his  talents,  and  of  the  success  he  had 
in  the  world;  he  was  an  inflated  man.  "No,  no,"  he  added, 
"there,  no  dissimulation  and  no  deceitful  arts  are  of  any  avail; 
for  all  these  disappear  with  death,  and  man  involuntarily  shows 
himself  either  to  be  good  or  evil." 

45.  The  Dutch  ambassador  Marteville*^  died  in  Stockholm. 
His  widow,  some  time  afterwards,  was  asked  to  pay  a  large 
sum  of  money,  which  she  knew  had  been  paid.  At  last 
she  discovered  the  document  among  his  papers;  and  there 
was  a  general  talk  in  town,  that  Swedenborg  had  con- 
tributed towards  it  by  his  conversation  with  the  deceased 
ambassador.     I  asked  Swedenborg  about  it,  and  he  said  that 
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the  lady  had  been  to  see  him,  and  had  told  him  the  circum- 
stance, and  that  he  promised  her  that  if  he  should  meet 
Marteville  he  would  mention  it  to  him.  This  was  done;  and 
"the  ambassador  answered  me,"  said  Swedenborg,  "that  he 
would  go  home  that  same  evening,  and  look  after  it,  but  I  did 
not  receive  any  other  answer  for  liis  widow.  I  have  heard 
since,  that  she  discovered  the  important  document;  but  I  have 
had  no  other  share  in  bringing  this  matter  to  light,  than  what 
I  have  stated."  The  general  rumour  was,  that  the  widow 
dreamt  that  she  was  speaking  with  her  husband,  who  told  her 
where  the  paper  would  be  found  in  the  place  where  he  used 
to  put  things  away  (uti  dess  foi'dne  gomman). 

46.  Swedenborg  was  once  in  the  presence  of  a  certain 
high  personage  (Queen  Louisa  Ulrica"),  who  asked  him  whether 
he  could  meet  her  late  brother  (Prince  ot  Prussia),  and  whether 
he  could  find  out  what  these  high  personages  had  said  to 
one  another  on  a  certain  matter.  Swedenborg  promised;  and 
he  came  back  a  few  days  afterwards  to  give  the  answer, 
which  he  did  in  the  presence  of  a  high  gentleman.  The  high 
personage  then  took  Swedenborg  aside  to  one  part  of  the  room, 
w^here  he  told  her  in  private  what  she  desired  to  know  from 
the  deceased  gentleman.  The  high  personage  thereupon  became 
amazed,  and  said  that  tliis  was  altogether  incomprehensible; 
inasmuch  as  no  one  in  the  whole  world  knew  anything  about 
this,  except  herself  and  her  deceased  brother.  [See  on  this 
subject  §  53.] 

47.  Swedenborg  had  ordered  for  the  Diet  in  Norrkoping  (1769) 
a  small  box*  of  his  works  from  England,  which  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  of  customs  w^as  detained  in  the  custom- 
house, on  account  of  their  containing  foreign  or  heterodox 
thoughts  on  religion.  SAvedenborg,  therefore,  asked  a  clergy- 
man [Bishop  Filenius,  see  Note  9],  one  of  his  influential  rela- 
tives, to  get  this  box  released  for  him,  because  he  desired  to 
distribute  the  books  among  the  members  of  the  various  Houses 
of  the  Diet.  This  man  assured  Swedenborg  he  would,  and  on 
leaving  embraced  and  kissed  him ;  but  when  he  went  up  to  the 

*  It  contained  copies  of  his  work  on  "Conjugial  Love,"  which  had  been 
printed  at  Amsterdam,  in  1768. 
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House,  it  was  he  who  insisted  most  strongly  that  the  books 
shoukl  not  be  released.  For  this  man  Swedenborg  entertained 
afterwards  great  contempt,  and  always  called  him  Judas 
Iscariot,  who  betrayed  his  friend  Avith  a  kiss.  Swedenborg 
said  that  he  Avould  have  been  much  better  pleased  with  a 
downright  refusal,  than  with  a  false  promise  inspiring  confidence. 
He  could  not  do  otherwise  than  reprove  such  conduct;  lor  in  his 
whole  life  and  in  all  liis  Amtings,  in  agreement  with  the  tenor 
of  God's  "Word  he  insisted  upon  truth  and  honesty  among  men, 
and  indeed  for  the  reason,  that  God  has  so  commanded  for 
the  sake  of  men's  oa\ii  happiness  among  themselves.  He  said 
also,  "He  who  speaks  lies,  acts  them  in  his  life,  and  this  is 
an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God." 

48.  During  the  Diet  of  1769  a  cunning  stratagem  was 
planned  by  some  members  of  the  House  of  the  Clergy,  by 
Avhich  Swedenborg  was  to  be  summoned  before  a  court  of 
justice,  and  after  the  first  examination  to  be  declared  a 
man  Avho  had  lost  his  senses  by  his  speculations  in  religion, 
whom  it  was  most  dangerous  to  leave  in  freedom,  and  who 
therefore  ought  to  be  confined  in  a  lunatic  asylum.  As  soon 
as  a  certain  senator,  a  friend  of  Swedenborg's,  heard  about 
this,  he  wrote  him  a  letter,  in  which  he  disclosed  the  scheme, 
and  advised  him  to  leave  the  country. 

Swedenborg  upon  this  became  very  sorrowful,  and  going 
straightway  into  his  garden,  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  in  tears 
prayed  to  the  Lord,  and  asked  Him  what  he  should  do; 
when  he  received  the  comforting  assurance,  that  notliing 
evil  should  befall  him  —  as  was  the  case ;  for  his  enemies  did 
not  dare  to  carry  out  their  persecution,  when  they  considered 
that  he  was  the  head  of  a  family,  and  related  to  other  in- 
fluential families,  both  in  the  House  of  Nobles  and  in  the 
House  of  the  Clergy. 

49.  This  information  I  received  from  Mr.  Seele,  an  agent 
here  in  Stockholm;  to  whose  house  Swedenborg  very  fre- 
quently went,  and  to  Avhom  he  had  told  this. 

50.  I  can  assure  the  reader  in  all  truth  that  these  mis- 
cellaneous statements,  which  I  remember  of  my  intercourse 
with  this  venerable  man,  are  true  in  every  particular,  and 
that  I  should  not  have  written  them  down,  if  I  had  not  been 
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• 


requested  to  do  so  by  the  honourable  man  who  is  mentioned 
at  the  beginning  of  these  anecdotes,  and  if  he  had  not  in- 
timated that  they  would  be  made  use  of  in  enlightening 
posterity  about  Swedenborg's  personal  character,  and  indeed 
by  a  society,  whose  purpose  it  is  to  translate  several  of  his 
writings  into  French.     [See  Note  20]. 

51.  I  know  from  experience  that  there  is  not  a  single 
word  in  all  his  writings  which  leads  man  away  from  the 
doing  of  God's  will,  and  consequently  from  a  sincere  love  of 
the  neighbour;  there  is  contained,  however,  therein  an  entirely 
new  system,  which  is  opposed  to  the  principal  religions  pro- 
fessed by  men,  and  to  all  their  sects,  but  which  agrees  with 
all  of  them  in  this  particular,  that  blessedness  and  misery 
depend  upon  man's  life  in  time. 

52.  All  this  Swedenborg  has  proved  abundantly  in  his 
writings,  and  especially  has  he  written  against  the  dangerous 
doctrine  of  faith  alone;  and  if  we  in  the  History  of  the  Church 
follow  those  who  have  been  instrumental  in  establisliing  reli- 
gions, we  find  that  all  religions,  from  the  earliest  to  the 
latest  times,  have  been  instituted  by  well-meaning  prelates, 
and  that  afterwards  they  have  been  subverted  partly  by 
ignorant,  and  partly  by  cunning  and  crafty  prelates.  In  con- 
clusion, however,  I  earnestly  desire  that  every  one  who 
reads  Swedenborg's  writings  should  do  so  with  caution,  and 
that  he  should  rather  remain  in  the  faith  he  received  in 
childhood,  and  which  was  often  impressed  upon  him  with 
severity,  and  which  very  few  among  the  professors  of  faith 
examine,  than  that  he  should  from  frivoHty  or  from  blind  zeal 
revile  what  he  cannot  understand.  For  such  persons  read  all 
the  prophets  and  the  book  of  revelation,  where  they  under- 
stand nothing,  with  the  same  feeling  of  contempt  with  which 
they  read  Swedenborg's  system,  where,  however,  every  thing 
may  be  easily  understood  by  him  who  does  not  amuse  himself 
at  the  expense  of  truth,  and  who  does  not  reject  every  thing 
that  does  not  agree  with  his  own  pre-conceived  notions. 

CARL  ROBSAHM 

Treasurer  of  the  Bank,  Stockholm. 
Stockholm,  March  29,  1782. 
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Supplement  to  Eobsahm's  Memoirs. 

53.  Statement  explanatory  of  §  4G,  from  the  Minutes  of 
the  Exegetic-Phikmthropic  Society  in  Stockholm:* 

"Truthful  Account  made  by  the  late  Queen  Doivager^^ 
in  Haga,-\  in  the  year  1774." 

Swedcnborg  was  one  day  at  a  court  reception.  Her 
Majesty  asked  him  ahout  different  things  in  the  other 
life,  and  lastly  whether  he  had  seen,  or  had  talked  with, 
her  hrother,  the  Prince  Royal  of  Prussia.  He  answered, 
No.  Her  Majesty  then  requested  him  to  ask  after  him,  and 
to  give  him  her  greeting,  which  Swedenborg  promised  to  do. 
I  doubt  whether  the  queen  meant  anything  serious  by  it.  At 
the  next  reception  Swedenborg  again  appeared  at  court;  and 
while  the  queen  was  in  the  so-called  white  room,  surrounded 
by  her  ladies  of  honour,  he  came  boldly  in,  and  approached 
her  Majesty,  who  no  longer  remembered  the  commission 
she  had  given  him  a  week  before.  Swedenborg  not  only 
greeted  her  from  her  brother,  but  also  gave  her  his  apologies 
for  not  having  answered  her  last  letter;  he  also  wished  to  do 
so  now  through  Swedenborg;  which  he  accordingly  did.  The 
Queen  was  greatly  overcome,  and  said,  'No  one,  except  God, 
knows  this  secret.'  The  reason  why  she  never  adverted  to 
tliis  before,  was,  that  she  did  not  wish  any  one  in  Sw^eden  to 
believe  that  during  a  war  with  Prussia  she  had  carried  on  a 
correspondence  in  the  enemy's  country.  The  same  caution 
Her  Majesty  exercised  during  her  last  visit  to  Berlin.  When 
she  was  asked  about  this  transaction,  which  had  been  printed 
in  a  German  paper,  she  did  not  answer.  This  circum- 
stance was  narrated  in  the  French  translation  of  Heaven 
and  Hell.\ 

*  Extracts  from  these  IMinutes  are  preserved  in  the  Libraiy  of  the  New 
Ciinrch  Society  in  Stockholm,  the  leader  of  which  is  Mr.  Oscar  Tyboni; 
coi)ies  of  {555  53  and  54  were  made  by  the  editor  of  these  Documents  during 
liis  stay  in  Stockholm,  in  1868. 

f  Haga  is  a  royal  castle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stockholm;  it  was  the 
favourite  resort  of  Gustavus  HI. 

\  Pemety's  translation  of  Heaven  and  Hell,  pubhshed  in  two  vols,  in 
Berlin,  in  1782. 
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The  above  was  written  with  his  own  hand  by  His  Ex- 
cellency, Count  Hopken,^^  Feb.  9,  1784,  after  he  had  read 
Robsahm's  Life  of  Stvedenhorg,  and  he  desired  this  to  be  ap- 
pended to  it. 

54.  Statement  explanatory  of  §  36,  taken  likewise  from 
the  Minutes  of  the  Exegetic  -  Philanthropic  Society  in  Stock- 
holm. * 

"Read  before  the  Society,  March  28,  1789. 

By  request;  this  furnishes  reliable  information  on  an  oc- 
currence which  took  place  in  Mr.  Assessor  Swedenborg's 
younger  years. 

"While  Polhem,^*  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  by  a  gra- 
cious order  from  the  late  King  Charles  XII,  was  engaged  in 
building  the  Trollhatta  lock  near  Carlsgraf,  there  lived  with 
him  as  a  pupil  in  mathematicSj-J-  Assessor  Swedenborg.  The 
Assessor  conceived  a  violent  passion  for  Polhem's  second 
daughter,  Emerentia,^^  who  was  afterwards  married  to  Rllcker- 
skold,^''  the  Councillor  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  But  as 
she  was  only  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age,^^  she  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  enter  into  an  engagement;  whereupon 
her  father,  who  loved  Swedenborg  very  much,  gave  him  a 
written  claim  upon  her  in  the  future,  in  the  hope  that  when 
older  she  would  become  more  yielding,  and  this  contract  her 
father  obliged  her  to  sign.  She  fretted,  however,  about  it  so 
much  every  day  that  her  brother,  Chamberlain  Gabriel  Pol- 
hem,^^  was  moved  with  compassion,  and  purloined  the  con- 
tract from  Swedenborg,  whose  only  comfort  consisted  in  daily 
perusing  it,  and  who  therefore  quickly  missed  his  treasure. 
His  sorrow  at  his  loss  was  so  evident,  that  her  father  in- 
sisted on  knowing  the  cause ;  when  by  an  exercise  of  his  author- 
ity he  was  willing  to  have  his  lost  document  restored  to  him. 

*  This  statement,  in  the  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Exegetic- 
Philanthropic  Society,  follows  immediately  after  our  n.  53. 

■j-  This  is  a  mistake ;  for  Swedenborg  was  not  with  Polhem  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  pupil  in  mathematics,  but  as  an  assistant -engineer.  Moreover, 
it  was  Swedenborg  who  furnished  the  necessary  mathematics,  in  order  to 
bring  Polhem's  mechanical  and  physical  experiments  before  the  public. 
This  was  done  by  Swedenborg  in  his  -'Daedalus  Hyperboreus,"  which  was 
pubhshed  in  the  years  1716  to  1718. 
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But  when  Swedenborg  himself  saw  her  grief,  he  vohmtarily 
relinquished  his  right;  and  he  left  the  house  with  a  solemn 
oath,  never  again  to  let  his  thoughts  settle  upon  any  woman, 
and  still  less  to  enter  into  any  other  engagement;  whereupon 
he  commenced  his  travels  abroad.*  This  is  in  brief  all  that 
can  be  reported  with  certainty  on  this  matter.^' 

It  may  be  worth  recording  that  Assessor  Swedenborg  as- 
sured the  daughters  and  sons-in-law  of  Emerentia  Polhem, 
when  they  visited  him  in  his  garden,-|-  that  he  conversed  with 
their  departed  mother  as  often  as  he  pleased." 

*  After  the  death  of  Charles  XH  on  the  30th  of  November,  1718, 
Swedenborg  left  Polhem,  and  went  to  the  ironworks  in  Westmanland, 
where  he  was  part-owner  of  the  ironwork  Shillon  in  Skinskatteberg,  and 
it  was  not  until  June  30,  1721,  that  he  started  on  his  second  journey 
abroad. 

f  Emerentia  Polhem  died  in  1759. 


DOCUMENT  6. 
PERNETY'S'*  ACCOUNT  OF  SWEDENBOEG. 

This  account  was  printed  by  Pernety  in  the  Preface  to  liis 
translation  of  Swedenborg's  Heaven  and  Hell  whicli  was 
published  by  him  in  two  volumes  with  the  following  title: 
Swedenhorg,  "Les  Merveilles  du  Ciel  et  de  I'Enfer."  Berlin  1782. 
On  p.  36  he  says,  "Not  being  able  to  procure  the  life  of 
Swedenborg  written  in  the  Swedish  language  by  Mr.  Robsahm/^ 
I  have  supplied  the  same  by  an  abridgment  of  the  eulogium 
on  our  author,  which  was  composed  and  read  before  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  and  Belles  Lettres[?]  of  Stockholm  by 
,  M.  de  Sandel,^^  and  by  anecdotes  and  notices  of  his  life  which 
persons  worthy  of  faith  and  of  well-known  probity  have  com- 
municated to  me,  both  from  that  town  and  from  London,  in 
which  city  Swedenborg  made  a  comparatively  long  stay." 
The  persons  "worthy  of  faith  and  of  well-kno^vn  probity" 
who  sent  Pernety  almost  the  whole  of  the  following  ac- 
count, were  the  brothers,  Charles  Frederic,^''  and  Augustus 
Nordenskold,^^  as  appears  from  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  addressed  by  Pernety  to  the  former  of  these,  dated 
Oct.  30,  1781, — "Please  assure  your  brother  of  those  sent- 
iments which  his  reverence  for  Swedenborg  awakens  in  my 
breast,  and  try  to  persuade  him,  to  send  me  a  French  bio- 
graphy of  this  phoenix  among  authors,  as  well  as  interesting 
notices  and  anecdotes  about  him,  in  order  that  I  may  embody 
them  in  the  preface  to  my  translation."  In  a  postscript  he 
adds,  "I  am  at  present  engaged  in  seeing  through  the  press 
Swedenborg's  work  on  Heaven  and  Hell.''''  It  seems  as  if 
C.  F.  Nordenskold  collected  the  materials  for  the  above  ac- 
count,  and   as    if  Augustus  Nordenskold,   who   was  the  elder 
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and  more  experienced  brother,  worked  them  up  into  a  con- 
nected whole,  while  Pemety  put  the  finishing  touches  to  it 
and  added  §  26.  The  brothers  Nordenskold,  in  drawing  up 
their  account  of  Swcdenborg,  had  access  to  the  following 
sources: 

1.  Robsahm's  Memoirs,  which,  as  we  have  proved  in  Note 
20,  were  written  at  the  request  of  C.  F.  Nordenskold.  Upon 
these  memoirs  the  Nordenskolds  drew  in  the  preparation  of 
the  following  paragraphs:  3,  4,  5,  6,  9,  10,  11,  19,  20,  21,  29, 
31,  32,  34,  '35,  36.  In  these  paragraphs  Robsahm's  language 
is  not,  however,  translated  literally,  and  sometimes  con- 
siderable liberty  has  been  taken  with  his  text  either  by  Mr. 
A.  Nordenskold,  or  else  by  M.  Pernety  himself.  It  is  quite 
possible  also  that  the  whole  of  Robsahm's  account  was  not 
ready  in  time  for  the  Nordenskolds  to  make  full  use  of  it, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  not  finished  until  March  29,  1782. 

2.  Information  collected  from  the  wife  of  Swedenborg's  gar- 
dener, by  C.  F.  Nordenskold:  §§  12(?),  22,  24,  30,  and  a  por- 
tion of  34.  In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Im.  Tafel  in  Tubingen,  dated 
May  1,  1822,  C.  F.  Nordenskold  makes  the  following  ad- 
ditional statement:  "During  my  stay  in  Stockholm  I  visited 
one  day  the  wife  of  Swedenborg's  gardener,  who,  together  with 
her  husband,  waited  upon  him.  She  had  free  board  in  a 
charitable  institution.  She  told  me  that  Swedenborg  often  lay 
for  several  days  in  his  bed  without  eating.  He  gave  orders 
that  they  were  not  to  awake  him,  or  to  touch  him  in  such  a 
state,  but  to  place  a  basin  of  water  before  his  bed.  When  he 
awoke,  he  did  not  feel  the  least  weakness,  but  was  strong  and 
hale,  as  if  he  had  partaken  of  hearty  meals  during  the  whole 
of  that  time."  See  Tafel's  "Documents",  &c.  Vol.  IV.  p.  205. 
The  same  statement  C.  F.  Nordenskold  made  in  his  "Con- 
siderations Generales",  &c.  p.  174. 

3.  From  Dr.  Beyer:  part  of  §  32. 

4.  From  Count  Hopken:  §§  25,  27,  28. 

5.  From  Sandels,  the  Councillor  of  Mines,  §  15. 

6.  From  Swedenborg's  Writings:  §§  8,  23. 

7.  Facts  generally  known  in  Sweden:  §§  13,  18. 

8.  Authorities  unknowTi:  §§  7,  37. 
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Paragraphs  16  and  17  we  consider  as  false  and  erroneous; 
our  reasons  for  rejecting  them  are   given  in  notes  41  and  42. 

A  complete  translation  of  "Pernety's  Account  of  Swedenborg" 
was  published  by  Dr.  Im.  Tafel  in  his  German  edition  of  the 
"Swedenborg  Documents;"  but  this  account  as  written  by 
Pernety  was  not  introduced  into  the  Enghsh  edition  of  these 
Documents,  the  editor  substituting  in  its  place  an  article 
entitled  by  him,  "Anecdotes  collected  by  ]Mr.  Eobsahm," 
which  we  have  discussed  in  our  introduction  to  the  genuine 
"Robsahm  Memoirs;"  and  which  we  have  there  stated  was 
composed  partly  of  "Pernety's  Account,"  and  partly  of  a  "Life 
of  Swedenborg,"  which  appeared  in  the  Neiv  Jerusalem  Maga- 
zine of  1790. 

The  "Life  of  Swedenborg"  which  appeared  in  that  Journal 
seems  to  have  been  compiled  by  C.  B.  Wadstrom,^*^  who  was 
one  of  the  editors  of  the  Neiv  Jerusalem  Magazine,  and  a  friend 
of  the  Nordenskolds.  The  sources  from  which  he  drew  in  its 
preparation  are  Sandels'  Eulogium,  Pernety's  Account,  Rob- 
sahm's  Memoirs,  and  Hartley's  preface  to  Heaven  and  Hell. 
Yet  much  of  Pernety's  Account  and  also  of  Robsahm's 
Memoirs  was  left  out  in  that  "Life;"  so  that  our  translation 
of  "Pernety's  Account"  is  really  the  first  complete  one  that 
has  been  published  in  the  English  language.  A  portion  of 
the  account  from  §  1  to  §  29  was  also  published  by  the 
Aurora  press,  about  1800,  in  a  little  work  entitled,  "Anec- 
dotes and  Observations,  with  some  account  of  the  Life  of 
Emanuel  Swedenborg,  to  which  is  prefixed  an  Eulogium  com- 
posed by  Monsieur  Sandel,  &c." 

The  above  "Life  of  Swedenborg"  was  also  translated  into 
Swedish,  and  formed  a  part  of  a  New  Church  i^eriodical,  which, 
under  the  name  of  "Forsamlings  -  Tidning,"  ciixulated  in 
manuscript  among  the  members  of  the  "Society  ^jro  Fide  et 
Charitate/'  from  June  1796  to  August  1797.  This  Society  was 
a  secret  Society,  which  was  established  after  the  dissolution 
of  the  Exegetic  and  Philanthropic  Society  in  1790,  and  which 
continued  to  exist  in  Sweden  until  about  1835.  The  Swedish 
"Life  of  Swedenborg"  was  enriched  with  extracts  from  the 
published  proceedings  of  the  trial  of  Drs.  Beyer^^  and  Rosen^*^ 
in    Gottenburg.     A    manuscript    copy    of   the    "Eorsamlings- 
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Tidiiing''  Avas  presented   by  the  editor  of  the   present  Docu- 
ments to  the  Swedenborg  Society,  in  1872. 

After  calling  attention  to  the  changes  in  the  names  of  per- 
sons in  the  Sacred  Scripture,  Pernety  begins  his  account  of 
Swedenborg  thus: 

1.  Emanuel  Swedenborg  was  originally  called  Swedberg, 
after  liis  father,  Jesper  Swedberg,  Bishop  of  Skara  in  Wester 
Gothland,  a  learned  man,  who  was  respected  on  account  of 
his  virtues,  and  beloved  by  all  good  Christians.  After 
Emanuel  had  (in  agreement  ynth  a  custom  prevalent  in  Swe- 
den, according  to  which  the  sons  of  bishops  are  raised  into 
the  rank  of  nobility  with  a  seat  in  the  Diet  of  the  country) 
been  ennobled,  his  name  was  changed  to  Swedenborg;  which, 
in  the  German,  as  well  as  in  the  Swedish  language,  signifies 
protection  or  defence,  according  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
person  by  whom  these  notices  or  anecdotes  have  been  com- 
municated to  me,  and  who  adds:  "He  will  certainly  be  a 
protector  to  all  those  who  are  disposed  for  regeneration,  by 
a  knowledge  and  reception  of  the  truths  which  the  Lord  was 
pleased  to  reveal  to  him,  in  order  that  he  might  communicate 
them  to  men;  and  as  he  has  been  an  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord  of  the  universe,  he  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
tutelary  angel,  not  only  of  the  Swedes,  but  even  of  the  whole 
of  Europe." 

2.  Swedenborg  was  an  Assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines, 
and  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  The  little  value 
which  he  placed  upon  titles,  and  honours,  and  greatness  among 
men,  induced  him  to  resign  his  office  of  Assessor,  as  may  be 
seen  below  from  the  letter  which  Springer, ^^^*  the  Councillor 
of  Commerce,  wrote  to  me. 

3.  He  owned  a  house  in  the  southern  suburb  [of  Stock- 
holm], which  was  built  and  arranged  according  to  his  own 
taste;  its  rooms,  which  were  limited  in  number,  were  con- 
venient only  for  him.  Immediately  adjoining  the  house  was 
a  garden  of  considerable  size,  in  the  centre  of  which  he  had 

*  Springer's  letter  to  Pernety  will  be  found  in  Section  X  among  the 
Testimonies  collected  concerning  Swedenborg  in  England. 
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erected  a  pavilion.  Four  doors  with  which  lie  had  provided  it 
formed  a  square;  but  by  means  of  other  four  doors,  he  could 
in  an  instant  change  it  into  an  octagon.  One  of  these  doors 
had  a  secret  lock,  and  when  it  was  opened,  another  door  ap- 
peared with  a  window  of  looking-glass,  which  was  opposite  an 
arbour,  where  a  birdcage  was  suspended.  When  any  one 
opened  this  door,  this  contrivance  produced  upon  him  the 
pleasant  surprise  of  a  second  garden,  which,  according  to 
Swedenborg's  statement,  was  more  beautiful  than  the  first.  At 
the  entrance  of  his  garden  there  was  a  bed  richly  covered 
with  flowers,  which  he  liked  very  much.  One  corner  of  his 
garden  was  occupied  by  a  kind  of  maze,  planted  expressly  for 
the  amusement  of  the  persons  by  whom  he  was  visited.  He 
derived,  however,  no  other  advantage  from  the  garden;  for  he 
left  the  whole  produce  of  it  to  the  gardener  who  had  charge 
of  it,  as  well  as  of  a  pretty  conservatory,  in  which  he  took 
much  pleasure.* 

4.  This  gardener  and  his  wife  were  his  only  domestics, 
and  he  kept  them  till  the  time  of  his  death.-]-  The  wife 
made  his  bed,  brought  him  water,  and  placed  it  in  his 
ante-room.  He  made  his  own  coffee,  and  drank  it  very  freely, 
using  a  good  deal  of  sugar.  When  at  home  he  scarcely 
lived  on  anything  but  milk,  in  which  he  soaked  some  bis- 
cuits; then  also  he  drank  no  wine,  nor  any  spirituous  liquor. 
When  invited  out  he  was  very  temperate  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing; but  he  was  always  of  an  even  disposition,  and  inclined 
to  sprightliness-l 

*  Cfr.  Robsahm's  Memoirs,  §§  4 — 6,  and  also  the  "Official  Account  of 
Swedenborg's  property  in  Hornsgatan,"  published  after  his  death,  which  is 
contained  in  Section  IV.,  in  which  more  particulars  are  given,  and  where 
also  several  ofPernety's  statements  are  rectified ;  e.g.  the  pavilion  described 
by  Pernety  was  not  in  the  centre  of  Swedenborg's  garden,  but  on  one 
side  of  it;  the  arbour  or  hedge  with  a  voliere  or  bird-cage  being  on  the 
opposite  side;  while  in  the  middle  of  the  garden  there  was  another  sum- 
mer-house built  "according  to  the  plan  of  one  which  Swedenborg  had  seen 
in  a  nobleman's  garden  in  England."  Moreover,  the  maze  of  which  Pemety 
speaks,  was  not  "planted,"  i.  e.  did  not  consist  of  a  living  hedge,  but  was 
constructed  of  boards. 

-{•  See  an  account  respecting  them,  written  by  "Uncle  Adam,"  Dr. 
"Wetterberg,  in  Section  XI:  "Swedenborg  and  his  Gardener-folks." 

^  Cfr.  Robsahm's  Memoirs,  §  3. 
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5.  His  wardrobe  was  very  simple,  but  becoming.  In 
winter  he  wore  a  fur-coat  of  reindeer-skin,  and  in  summer, 
when  at  home,  a  dressing  gown.*  The  only  remarkable  piece 
of  furniture  which  he  had  in  his  drawing-room,  was  a  table 
of  black  marble,  upon  which,  at  a  first  glance,  it  seemed  as  if 
a  pack  of  cards  had  been  thrown;  so  well  were  they  imitated. 
He  made  a  present  of  it  to  the  College  of  Mines,  which 
preserves  it  with  great  care.^' 

6.  Ordinarily  Swedenborg  pronounced  very  distinctly;  but 
he  stuttered  a  little  when  he  tried  to  speak  quickly.  As 
soon  as  he  commenced  speaking  in  company,  all  kept  silence, 
partly  on  account  of  the  pleasure  which  they  experienced  from 
his  conversation,  and  partly  on  account  of  his  well-known 
erudition,  which,  however,  he  did  not  display,  except  when  he 
was  obliged  to  furnish  proofs  of  his  assertions  or  to  show  the 
insufficiency  of  the  arguments  of  those  with  whom  he  con- 
versed.-j-  Moreover,  he  was  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  dis- 
putes on  matters  of  religion;  and  if  obliged  to  defend  himself, 
he  did  it  with  gentleness,  and  in  few  words.  If  he  was  urged 
beyond  this,  he  drew  back,  saying:  "Read  attentively  and 
without  prejudice  my  writings,  they  will  answer  for  me,  and 
you  will  then  change  your  ideas  and  your  opinions." 

7.  A  clergyman,  a  follower  of  Zinzendorf,  :j:  and  a  doctor 
of  theology  in  Gottenburg,  undertook  to  controvert  the  writ- 
ings of  Swedenborg,  and  after  stating  that  he  had  not  read 
them,  continued  his  preliminary  discourse  by  the  coarsest 
invectives,  and  the  most  malignant  and  stinging  expressions 
against  the  person  of  Swedenborg.  The  latter  spoke  with  so 
much  modesty  and  gentleness,  without  referring  to  the  person 
of  his  antagonist,  that  all  applauded  what  he  said,  both  in 
regard  to  its  substance  and  its  form. 

8.  A  certain  critic  [Dr.  Ernesti^^],  who  was  well-known 
for  being  very  unsparing  in  his  comments  upon  books  and 
their  writers,  wTote  a  bitter  review  of  Swedenborg's  writings. 
The   latter   replied   to   it   in   a  very   short   article,   which  he 


*  Cfr.  Robsahm's  IMemoirs,  §  11. 
•|-  Cfr.  Robsalim's  Memoirs,  §  12. 
I  The  founder  of  the  sect  of  the  Moravians. 
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had  printed  only  to  communicate  to  his  friends;  it  is  drawn 
up  in  the  following  terms:  "I  have  read  what  Dr.  Ernesti  has 
written  about  me  in  his  Theological  Library,  p.  784,  and  I 
have  seen  that  it  consists  merely  of  personal  slanders.  I  have 
not  noticed  therein  a  grain  of  reason  against  any  statement 
in  my  writings,  and  yet  it  is  against  the  laws  of  politeness 
to  attack  any  one  with  envenomed  daggers  in  such  a  manner; 
wherefore,  I  deem  it  unworthy  of  myself  to  fight  with  this 
celebrated  man  with  the  same  weapons,  i.  e.  to  repel  and  to 
refute  slanders  by  slanders:  for  this  would  be  like  women  of 
the  lowest  order,  who  in  quarreling  cast  dirt  into  each  other's 
faces.  Read,  if  you  please,  what  has  been  written  concerning 
the  arcana  that  have  been  revealed  by  the  Lord  through  me 
in  my  latest  work,  entitled  "  True  Christian  Religion/'  in 
Nos.  846  to  851,  pages  492  to  502,  and  then  judge  concern- 
ing my  revelations,  yet  from  reason.  There  has  been  written, 
besides,  against  this  same  Doctor  Ernesti,  a  memorable  rela- 
tion, which  has  been  inserted  in  the  above-mentioned  work, 
"True  Christian  Religion,"  No.  137,  pages  105  to  108,  which, 
if  you  please,  you  may  also  read." 

9.  It  is  singular,  or  at  least  very  remarkable,  that  almost 
all  those  who  have  read  the  writings  of  Swedenborg  for  the 
purpose  of  refuting  them,  have  finished  by  adopting  his 
views.* 

10.  At  the  beginning  of  his  revelations  he  used  to  talk 
freely  about  what  he  had  seen  and  heard,  and  his  ex- 
planations of  the  Sacred  Scripture,  but  when  he  found  that 
his  discourses  were  not  liked  by  the  clergy,  he  followed  the 
policy  of  being  more  reserved  and  circumspect,  in  order  to 
deprive  calumniators  of  every  opportunity  and  pretext  for 
finding  fault  with  what  they  did  not,  or  were  unwilling,  to 
understand.-j- 

11.  He  was  not  governed  by  that  species  of  egotism 
usually  noticed  in  those  who  start  new  ideas  on  matters 
of  doctrine;  neither  did  he  desire  to  make  proselytes,  nor  to 


*  Cfr.  Robsahm's  Memoirs,  §  40. 
f  Cfr.  Robsahm's  Memoirs,  §  12. 
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communicate  his  views  to  any,  except  such  as  he  considered 
single-minded,  disposed  to  listen  peaceably,  capable  of  under- 
standing him,  and  lovers  of  the  truth.* 

12.  Notwithstanding  his  caution  in  this  respect,  and  although 
he  had  never  preached  a  morality  which  was  opposed  either 
to  the  decalogue  or  good  manners;  although  his  conduct 
was  exemplary,  and  he  spoke  neither  against  the  government 
nor  particular  persons,  he  w'as  not  exempted  from  persecution. 
He  found  enemies  so  bent  upon  doing  him  injury,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  capital  so  as  not  to  fall  into  their 
hands.-j-  A  young  man  had  even  entered  his  house  with  a 
view  of  assassinating  him,  and  the  gardener's  wife,  to  save 
Swedenborg's  life,  told  him  that  he  was  not  at  home.  The 
young  man,  however,  would  not  believe  her,  and  ran  into  the 
garden,  thinking  he  was  there.  God,  however,  provided  means 
to  i^rotect  him.  As  the  young  man  was  rushing  into  the 
garden,  his  cloak  caught  in  a  nail  of  the  lock,  so  that  he 
could  not  disengage  himself;  and  his  naked  sword  fell  to  the 
ground.  Whilst  in  this  embarrassment  the  fear  of  being  dis- 
covered took  possession  of  him,  and  he  withdrew  with  all  poss- 
ible speed.:|:    This  young  man  was  afterwards  killed  in  a  duel. 

*   Cfr.  Robsahm's  Memoirs,  §.  14. 

■{■  Tliis  does  not  seem  to  be  quite  coiTect.  TJiJ  to  the  year  1769,  accord- 
ing to  Swedenborg's  own  statement  to  Mr.  Hartley,  he  had  not  met  with 
any  persecutions  at  all  in  his  own  country.  But  uj)on  his  return  to  Stock- 
holm, in  the  latter  part  of  1769,  an  attempt  was  made  by  some  of  the 
clergy  to  have  him  confined  in  a  lunatic  asylum  (cfr.  Robsahm's  Me- 
moirs §  48),  and  it  was  then  that  a  certain  Senator,  a  friend  of  Sweden- 
borgs,  counselled  him  to  leave  the  country,  ad\dce  which,  however,  he  did 
not  follow. 

\  Another  more  detailed  version  of  this  occurrence  is  given  by  "Sam- 
tidens  iMiirkvardigaste  Personer,"  Upsal  1820,  in  which  a  short  biographical 
sketch  of  Swedenborg  is  given,  which  is  in  part  based  on  oral  communi- 
cations. There  is,  however,  an  error  in  this  account,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
reported  to  have  taken  place  in  the  year  1756,  when  yet  before  the  winter 
of  1759  it  was  not  generally  known  in  Sweden  that  Swedenborg's  spiritual 
eyes  were  opened,  (cfr.  the  letter  of  Baron  D.  Tilas  to  Count  Cronstedt, 
dated  March  16,  1760,  which  will  be  found  in  Section  X).  Moreover,  it 
attributes  to  Swedenborg  a  feeling  of  revenge  and  a  love  of  sarcasm,  which 
were  entirely  foreign  to  his  nature.  The  account  on  p.  141  is  as 
follows.     "During  the  Diet  of  1756  (V),  Swedenborg  was  walking  one  day 
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Swedenbdrg's  life  was  again  in  danger  during  an  assembly  of 
the  Diet,  when  he  was  obliged  to  give  orders  to  his  servants 
not  to  admit  any  one  into  his  house  until  fui'ther  notice; 
orders  which  were  obeyed  by  them. 

13.  His  writings  raised  him  many  enemies  among  the 
clergy,  who  found  in  them  causes  for  persecuting  him  beyond 
endurance.  His  writings  were  denounced  before  the  Consistory, 
and  during  a  whole  month  meetings  of  the  bishops  and  pro- 
fessors of  theology  were  held  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
them.  At  the  end  of  this  period  they  reported  the  result  of 
their  examination,  which  was  nevertheless  favourable;  and 
there  the  matter  rested  for  the  moment.  But  his  enemies 
filled  with  rage  at  their  small  success,  tried  other  means,  and 
they  profited  by  Swedenborg's  absence,  who  was  abroad,  and 
did  not  know  what  was  taking  place,  nor  .the  machinations 
that  were  resorted  to,  with  the  view  of  destroying  him.  Here 
we  may  well  exclaim:  Tantcene  animis  ccelestihus  ircef  Can  so 
much  gall  enter  into  the  hearts  of  the  pious!  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Lord,  who  preach  a  religion,  the  only  basis  of  which 
is  love  to  God,  and  charity!  And  whom  did  they  persecute? 
An  author  whose  writings  breathe  nothing  but  these  two  kinds 
of  love,  as  the  only  means  by  which  heaven  may  be  opened 
to  man,  and  show  that  the  opposite  of  these,  the  love  of  self 
and  of  the  world,  lead  to  eternal  perdition.   Swedenborg  always 

with  several  friends  in  his  garden,  when  there  entered  a  young  man  un- 
known to  all  the  parties  present.  He  walked  up  to  Swedenborg  with  a 
self-sufficient  smile  inlaying  around  his  lips,  and  informed  him  that  he  had 
recently  lost  his  father,  and  that  he  therefore  desii'ed,  by  Swedenborg's 
intercourse  with  spirits,  to  know  what  was  his  lot  in  the  other  world. 
Swedenborg,  who  probably  wanted  to  punish  the  youth's  impertinence,  said 
to  him,  "It  is  pitiable,  if  your  father  belonged  to  that  order  of  which  very 
few  are  saved.  Your  father  was  a  clergyman,  was  he  not?"  As  Sweden- 
borg's supposition  was  really  correct,  the  stranger  blushed  with  astonish- 
ment and  shame,  and  went  away ;  but  not  in  order  to  let  this  remark  serve 
him  as  a  warning.  On  the  contrary,  filled  with  a  feeling  of  revenge  against 
the  satirical  spirit-seer,  he  again  desired  to  make  his  way  into  the  garden, 
for  the  purpose  of  murdering  him.  But  when  he  rushed  in  by  the  door, 
his  cloak  caught  in  the  lock,  and  uncovered  his  sword,  which  fell  to  the 
ground.  His  design  was  thus  betrayed,  and  he  was  prevented  from 
executing  it.  The  consequence  was  that  during  that  Diet,  his  door  was 
closed  against  all  unknown  persons." 
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practised  that  morality  which  he  taught;  and  when  on  his 
return  he  was  informed  of  the  wicked  machinations  of  his 
persecutors,  haWng  been  taught  by  experience  to  what  extent 
tliey  were  capable  of  going,  he  addressed  a  petition  to  the 
King  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  which  is  as  follows: 

[Here  Pernety  inserts  the  whole  of  that  letter  which 
Swedenborg  addressed  to  the  King,  dated  the  10th  of  May 
or  June,  1770,  and  Avhich  will  be  found  in  Section  IX  in 
Swedenborg's  Correspondence  from  1747  to  1772.] 

Pernety  continues:  It  is  known  that  essential  Truth  has 
been  hated  and  rejected;  that  its  children  by  whom  it  was 
preached,  have  been  despised  and  persecuted:  ought  we  then 
to  be  astonished  at  the  persecution  of  a  disciple  of  the  truth 
at  a  time  when  false  wisdom,  under  the  illustrious  name  of 
Philosophy,  while  seeking  to  destroy  the  truth  and  to  estab- 
lish itself  upon  its  ruins,  has  gained  by  its  tinsel  and  glitter 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  men. 

14.  In  London  also  a  Moravian  brother  or  Hernhuter,* 
and  a  clergjanan,  the  curate  of  the  Swedish  Church,-}-  were 
bent  upon  calumniating  Swedenborg:  the  former,  probably, 
in  order  to  avenge  himself  for  what  Swedenborg  had  wi-itten 
concerning  his  sect;  the  latter  because  he  was  an  enemy  of  the 
Swedish  Councillor  of  Commerce,  Mr.  Spnnger^^\  who  resided 
in  London,  and  declared  liimself  a  friend  of  our  author.  In 
spite  of  the  efforts  made  by  his  enemies  to  injure  his  reputa- 
tion, and  to  deny  his  merit  and  his  virtues,  he  was  neverthe- 
less well  received  at  the  Court  of  Sweden,  during  his  sojourn 
in  Stockholm.  He  was  invited  there  to  dine  with  the  whole 
Royal  family;  and  the  Senator  Count  Hopken,^^  as  well  as 
the  Senator  Count  Tessin,^^  two  very  estimable  men,  declared 
themselves  openly  to  be  his  friends,  and  frequently  visited  him. 

15.  The  Councillor  von  Sandels^^  made  a  visit  at  one 
time  to  Swedenborg,   and  seeing   a   quantity  of  manuscripts, 

*  Mr.  Brockmer,  at  whose  house  Swedenborg  resided  at  one  time:  the 
whole  of  this  charge  is  investigated  in  Section  X. 

•j-  The  Rev.  Mr.  Mathesius:  the  charge  made  by  him  is  investigated 
in  the  same  place. 
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written  by  Ms  own  hand,  without  any  corrections  or  era- 
sures, lying  upon  the  table  where  he  was  writing,  asked  him 
whether  he  took  the  trouble  himself  to  write  out  a  clean 
copy.  "I  make  a  clean  copy  in  writing  it  out  the  first  time," 
replied  Swedenborg;  "for  I  am  only  a  secretary,  and  I  write 
at  the  dictation  of  my  spirit."* 

16.  A  certain  man,  a  great  admirer  of  Bohme,*°  asked 
him  in  London,  what  he  thought  of  that  author.  "He  was  a 
good  man,"  answered  Swedenborg,  "it  is  a  pity  that  some 
errors  crept  into  his  writings,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
Trinity.     [See  Note  41.] 

17.  He  was  asked  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  Her- 
metic philosophy?  "Yes,"  he  replied,  "I  consider  it  to  be 
true,  and  one  of  the  greatest  wonders  of  God,  but  I  advise 
no  one  to  work  in  this  subject.*^     [See  Note  42.] 

18.  On  arriving  from  London  at  Gottenburg,  Swedenborg 
was  told  that  his  house  had  been  consumed  by  a  great  con- 
flagration, in  which  almost  the  whole  of  the  southern  suburb 
of  Stockholm  was  destroyed  in  1759.     "No,"  replied  he,    "my 


*  David  Paulus  ab  Indagine  (Joh.  Christ.  Cuno)  in  a  collection  of 
anecdotes  concerning  Swedenborg,  published  at  Hamburg  1771,  under  the 
title  "Sammlung  einiger  Nachrichten  Herm  Emanuel  Swedenborg  be- 
treffend"  (Collection  of  some  statements  concerning  Emanuel  Swedenborg), 
says  concerning  him,  "He  said  his  angel  dictated  to  him,  and  he  could  write 
fast  enough  for  him."  Cuno  at  the  same  time  states  that  Swedenborg 
did  not  make  a  first  draught  of  his  works,  but  wi'ote  out  a  clean  copy 
at  once.  These  statements  are  not  borne  out  by  the  facts,  inasmuch  as 
among  the  Swedenborg  MSS.  in  the  Ubrary  of  the  Academy  oi  Sciences  in 
Stockholm  there  are  two  copies  of  Swedenborg's  tieatise  on  the  Apocalypse 
Explained.,  both  in  his  own  hand%\Titing,  one  of  these  being  the  first 
draught  of  the  work,  and  the  other  a  clean  copy  written  out  for  the 
printer.  Moreover,  in  the  same  hbrary,  there  is  also  a  first  draught  copy 
of  almost  the  whole  of  his  largest  work,  entitled  the  Arcana  Coelestia. 
This  plan  of  making  a  first  draught  copy  of  at  least  a  portion  of  what  he 
intended  to  publish,  Swedenborg  followed  to  the  end  oi  his  natural  life, 
inasmuch  as  the  first  draught  copies  of  a  large  number  of  the  memorable 
relations  contained  in  his  last  work,  The  True  Christian  Religion^  are 
preserved  in  the  JRoyal  Library  in  Stockholm ;  these  sheets  having  been  left 
by  Swedenborg  on  board  the  ship  in  which  he  sailed  to  Amsterdam  in 
1769,  and  afterwards  having  been  presented  by  the  captain  of  the  ship  to 
Magister  Lanaerus,ii6  of  Carlscrona. 
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house  was  not  burnt;  the  fire  did  not  extend  so  fiir."  He  spoke 
truly,  and  the  occurrence  had  been  so  recent,  that  he  coukl 
not  have  received  the  particuhirs  by  letter,  or  from  any  other 
person.  (Consult  upon  this  subject  the  following  letter  of  Mr. 
Springer,  from  wliicii  it  may  be  seen,  that  he  had  predicted 
tliis  conflagration.)* 

19.  He  was  asked  why  so  few  among  the  clergy  of 
Gottenburg-|-  had  embraced  his  explanation  of  the  Scrip- 
ture. "The  reason  of  this  is,"  he  said,  "that  during  their 
studies  at  the  academy  and  the  schools,  they  have  confirmed 
themselves  in  their  prejudices  in  favour  of  faith  alone;  and 
whenever  any  one  has  confirmed  himself  in  anything  wrong, 
he  no  longer  looks  upon  error  as  an  evil ;  and  although  they 
perceive  that  I  speak  the  truth,  their  ambition,  their  egotism, 
and  their  love  of  distinction  or  self-interest,  seem  to  exact 
from  them  not  to  declare  themselves  openly  in  favour  of  it. 

20.  He  suffered  severe  and  cruel  temptations;  at  such 
times  he  prayed  much.  Those  who  saw  him  in  a  state  of 
temptation  considered  him  very  ill;  but  when  he  was  re- 
lieved from  them,  he  thanked  God,  and  said  to  those  that 
pitied  him:  "God  be  praised  forever!  Comfort  youisclvcs, 
my  friends!  all  has  disappeared;  and  rest  assured  that  no- 
thing ever  happens  to  me,  except  what  the  Lord  permits; 
and  He  never  imposes  upon  us  a  burden  heavier  than  we 
can  bear.":j: 

21.  During  the  sessions  of  the  Diet  he  took  a  great 
interest  in  what  was  discussed  there,  when  he  was  absent: 
for  as  the  head  of  his  family  he  had  the  right  of  attend- 
ing,   and    of    taking   his   seat   in   the   Houses    ot   the   Realm. 

*  INIr.  Springer's  version  of  this  occurrence  is  confirmed  by  the  pliilo- 
sopher  Kant  (see  Section  X),  who  says  that  the  friend  who  sent  him  the 
whole  of  his  account  about  Swedenborg,  had  investigated  this  matter,  not 
only  in  Stockholm,  Ijut  also  two  months  before  in  Gottcnijurg,  where  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  leading  firms,  and  had  every  opportunity  (jf  collecting 
information  on  this  suljject. 

•^  Kobsahm,  from  whom  this  statement  is  taken  (see  §  18),  introduces 
this  sentence  thus:  Swedenborg  once  told  me  the  reason  why  no  others 
among  the  clergy,  except  Dr.  Beyer  in  Gottenlnn-g,  ha<l  oiniiraced  his  ex- 
planations of  the  Scripture  .... 

\  Compare  Robsahm's  Memoirs,  §  24. 
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But  when  he  saw  that  the  hatred  and  envy  in  the  two  parties 
were  on  the  increase  he  attended  but  rarely;  for  he  always 
decided  by  his  love  of  truth  and  justice.* 

22.  Swedenborg  gave  every  year  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish  in  which  his  house  was  situated.  But  he 
said  that  good  ought  to  be  done  with  discretion,  because 
otherwise  there  was  danger  of  harm  being  done  by  ill-placed 
alms.  -|- 

23.  In  his  almanac  for  the  year  1767,  there  is  a  note 
in  his  handwriting,  stating  that  he  had  spoken  with  the  great 
musician,  Roman^*^,  on  the  day  when  he  was  buried,  and  even 
at  the  very  moment  of  his  funeral. 

24.  Senator  Count  Hopken^*^  and  the  wife  of  Swedenborg's  ■ 
gardener  both  informed  me  with  regard  to  the  two  following 
facts.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  de  Marteville,*^  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  w^as  demanded  from  his  widow,  which  it  was  stated 
her  husband  owed.  She  knew  very  well  that  this  pretended 
debt  had  been  paid,  but  she  did  not  know  where  he  had  placed 
the  receipt.  In  her  trouble  she  applied  to  Swedenborg.  He  in- 
formed her  next  morning,  that  he  had  spoken  with  her  deceased 
husband,  and  that .  he  had  declared  to  him  where  he  had 
placed  the  receipt,  and  that  it  would  be  found  in  the  place 
described.  The  deceased  person  appeared  also  to  his  widow, 
in  the  same  dressing  gown  which  he  wore  before  his  death, 
and  having  given  her  the  same  indications,  departed.  She 
was  so  much  frightened  by  this,  that  she  wakened  the  lady 
attending  her  who  was  sleeping  in  the  same  room,  and  related 
this  occurrence  to  her.  The  receipt  was  found  in  the  place 
Swedenborg  had  named.  This  occurrence  made  a  great  deal 
of  noise  at  the  court  and  in  town,  and  every  one  related  it 
in  his  own  fashion.:}: 

25.  Second  fact:  The  Queen  Dowager,  widow  of  Adolphus 
Frederic,  and  sister  of  the  King  of  Prussia^^,  having  heard  a 

*  Cfr.  Robsalim's  Memoirs,  §  31. 

■f  Compare  Robsahm's  statement  on  this  subject,  §  33. 

I  Compare  Robsahm's  account  of  this  occurrence,  as  he  obtained  it 
fi'om  Swedenborg  himself,  §  45;  compare  also  the  account  of  the  Countess 
of  Schwerin,  sister  of  Madame  de  Marteville,  and  of  the  second  husband 
of  Madame  de  Marteville,  in  Section  XI. 
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report  of  the  prececliiig  story  and  of  several  others  AvLich  were 
related  of  Swedenborg,  said  to  the  Senator  Count  Hopken,  that 
she  would  like  to  speak  with  Swedenborg.  The  Count,  as 
bearer  of  the  Queen's  orders,  met  Swedenborg,  who  was  going 
to  the  palace  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  with  Her  Majesty. 
After  conversing  for  some  time  on  various  subjects,  the  Queen 
asked  him  whether  he  could  ascertain  the  contents  of  a  certain 
letter  which  she  had  written  to  her  brother,  the  late  Prince 
of  Prussia;  which  she  said  no  one  in  the  world  except  her 
brother  could  know.  Swedenborg  replied  that  he  would  tell 
her  in  a  few  days.  He  kept  his  word:  for  having  taken  Her 
Majesty  aside,  he  repeated  to  her  word  for  word  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter.  The  Queen,  who  was  not  the  least  super- 
stitious, and  possessed  great  strength  of  mind,  was  filled 
with  the  greatest  astonishment.  She  related  the  fact,  which 
was  much  talked  of  in  Stockholm  and  abroad,  and  which  every 
one  dressed  up  to  suit  himself*. 

26.  The  Queen  having  come  to  spend  a  few  months  in 
Berlin  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  some  academicians, 
to  whom  she  did  the  honour  of  inviting  them  to  her  table,  took 
the  liberty  of  asking  her  whether  that  report  was  true.  She 
avoided  a  reply,  saying,  "Oh,  with  regard  to  the  history  of  the 
Countess  de  Marteville,  that  is  certain;"  but  she  said  nothing 
respecting  the  matter  that  concerned  herself.  I  was  told  this 
by  M.  M  *  *  *,  one  of  these  academicians,  to  whom  this 
princess  afterwards  sent  some  works  of  Swedenborg  as  a  present, 
and  who  most  kindly  lent  them  to  me.  I  subsequently  pro- 
cured them  for  myself,  and  the  satisfaction  I  experienced  in 
reading  them  again,  induced  me  to  translate  some  of  them 
into  French.     The  present  translation  is  one  of  the  numb  erf. 

*  In  Ms  work  "Considerations  Genf'rales,"  &c.  p.  182,  C.  F.  Norclenskold 
gives  some  further  paiticulars  which  he  had  collected  from  the  gardener's 
wife;  he  says,  "The  wife  of  Swedenborg's  gardener  related  to  us  that  on 
the  following  days  carriages  stopped  before  the  door  of  her  master,  from 
which  the  first  gentlemen  of  the  kingdom  alighted,  who  desired  to  know 
the  secret  of  which  the  Queen  was  so  much  frightened,  but  her  master, 
faithful  to  his  promise,  refused  to  tell  it." 

f  Compare  §  53,  which  is  appended  to  Robsahm's  Memoirs,  where 
Count  Hopken  states  the  Queen's  reasons  for  not  answering  that  question 
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27,  His  Excellency  Count  Hopken^^,  who  is  still  living, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  and  honoured  by  the  Swedish  nation 
for  his  profound  knowledge,  and  for  having,  in  the  capacity 
of  prime-minister,  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  with 
great  prudence  during  a  most  stormy  and  critical  period,  asked 
Swedenborg  one  day,  why  he  had  published  in  his  writings*, 
what  so  many  regarded  as  mere  visions  and  fictions,  and 
which  led  them  to  despise  the  admirable  doctrines  contained 
in  them.  "I  was  commanded  by  the  Lord  to  write  and  publish 
them,"  rephed  Swedenborg;  "do  not  suppose  that,  without 
such  a  positive  order,  I  should  have  thought  of  publishing 
things  which  I  well  knew  many  would  regard  as  falsehoods, 
and  which  would  bring  ridicule  upon  myself.  If  I  assure 
them  that  I  have  received  this  command,  and  they  are  un- 
willing to  believe  me,  the  satisfaction  will  remain  to  me  of 
having  obeyed  the  orders  of  my  God,  and  I  shall  answer  them 
with  Paul  in  the  Corinthians:  "We  are  fools  for  Christ's  sake, 
but  ye  are  wise  in  Christ,"  and,  "If  we  are  mad,  we  are 
mad  from  God." 

28.  The  same  Senator  told  His  Majesty  King  Gustavus^^, 
that  if  it  ever  happened  that  the  Swedes  should  found  a 
colony,  the  doctrine  which  Swedenborg  had  published  as  the 
doctrine  of  the  New  Church  of  Jesus  Clirist,  ought  to  be 
taught  there;   inasmuch  as,   according  to   his   principles,    the 

at  the  time.  To  another  academician,  M.  D.  Thiebault,  she  gave  a  minute 
account  of  the  whole  occurrence,  which  was  embodied  by  him  in  a  work 
entitled:  "Souvenir  de  vingt  ans  de  sejour  a  Berlin;"  a  translation  of  which 
will  be  found  in  Section  XI,  where  all  the  various  accounts  of  this  occur- 
rence are  examined  and  sifted. 

*  Pernety  mistook  the  meaning  of  Count  Hopken's  statement;  for  the 
latter  did  not  ask  Swedenborg  why  he  had  pubhshed  his  "ivritings,'  but 
the  "memorable  relations"  contained  in  his  writings.  The  whole  passage 
which  is  contained  in  a  letter  of  Count  Hopken  to  a  friend  (see  Section  X), 
is  as  follows :  "1  asked  him  once  why  he  wrote  and  pubhshed  those  visions 
and  memorable  relations,  which  seemed  to  throw  so  much  ridicule  on  his 
doctrines,  otherwise  so  rational;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  best  for  him 
to  keep  them  to  himself,  and  not  pubhsh  them  to  the  world?  But  he 
answered,  that  'he  had  orders  from  the  Lord  to  pubhsh  them,'  and  that 
'those  who  might  ridicule  him  on  that  account  would  do  him  injustice;' 
for,  said  he,  'why  should  I,  who  am  a  man  in  years,  render  myself  ridi- 
culous for  phantasies  and  falsehoods.'" 
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colonists  would  look  upon  the  love  of  God  and  charity  as 
the  only  motives  of  their  conduct,  and  would  be  active,  indus- 
trious, and  intrepid  in  danger,  convinced  that  what  is  called 
death,  is  but  a  passage  from  this  into  a  happier  life ;  and 
finally,  as,  according  to  the  internal  or  spiritual  sense  which 
is  hidden  imder  the  letter  of  the  Sacred  *^cripture,  nothing 
could  be  found  there  by  which  evil  actions  might  be  excused. 

29.  Although  he  had  a  large  number  of  visitors  of  all 
ranks,  he  never  would  receive  any  one,  especially  of  the  other 
sex,  alone,  but  always  required  one  of  his  servants  to  be 
present,  and  the  Swedish  language  to  be  used;  "because," 
said  he,  "I  wish  to  have  witnesses  of  my  conversation  and 
conduct,  so  as  to  prevent  all  cause  of  slander  and  calumny."* 

30.  The  following  fact,  which  I  have  heard  immediately 
from  the  wife  of  Swedenborg's  gardener,  is  a  proof  of  my  asser- 
tion. Bishop  Halenius**,  the  successor-}-  of  Swedenborg's 
father,  having  paid  him  a  visit,  the  conversation  turned  upon 
the  ordinary  sermons,  Swedenborg  said  to  the  Bishop:  "You 
spread  falsities  in  yours."  Upon  this  charge,  the  Bishop  ordered 
the  servant  to  withdraw,  but  Swedenborg  told  her  to  stay. 
The  conversation  continued.  They  each  turned  over  the 
leaves  of  a  Hebrew  and  Greek  Bible,  to  find  suitable  texts, 
by  which  to  defend  their  views.  The  conversation  ended  in 
Swedenborg's  reproving  the  Bishop  for  his  avarice  and  in- 
justice, and  saying  to  him,  "there  is  already  prepared  for 
you  a  place  in  hell;  but,"  added  he,  "I  predict  to  you  that 
in  a  few  months  you  will  be  attacked  by  a  severe  illness, 
during  which  the  Lord  will  seek  to  convert  you.  If  you 
will  then  open  your  heart  to  His  holy  influences,  your  con- 
version will  be  accomplished.  "Write  me  then,  and  ask  me  for 
my  theological  writings,  and  I  will  send  them  to  you." 
After  a  few  months  an  officer  of  the  province  and  bishopric 
of  Skara  called  upon  Swedenborg.  "How  is  Bishop  Halenius?" 
he  was  asked.     "He  has  been  very  ill",  replied  the    officer, 

» 
*  Compare  Robsahm,  §  36,  -who  declares  that  he  hmited  this  precaution 

to  female  visitors. 

•f   This  ought  to  read,   "one  of  the  successors;"  for  Bishop  Swedberg 

died  in  1731,  and  Halenius  was  not  appointed  Bishop  of  Skara  until  1753. 
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"but  he  has  now  recovered,  and  is  quite  a  different  man. 
He  is  kind,  benevolent,  Ml  of  righteousness,  and  returns 
three-fold  and  sometimes  four-fold  what  he  had  previously 
acquii'ed  by  unrighteous  means.  This  Bishop  was  from  that 
time  to  the  hour  of  his  death  one  of  the  warmest  friends 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  Lord's  New  Church,  and  he  openly 
declared  that  the  theological  writings  of  Swedenborg  were  the 
most  precious  treasures  of  humanity. 

31.  Swedenborg  was  of  a  very  gentle  disposition ;  but  he 
was  straight-forward,  and  would  not  betray  the  truth  from 
respect  to  men,  or  for  any  other  reason.  Mr.  Robsahm,  the 
author  of  his  biography,  asked  him,  whether  a  certain  clergy- 
man, who  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  capital  on  account  of  his 
flov/ery  sermons,  and  who  had  died  a  little  while  before,  had 
gone  to  heaven.  "No,"  said  Swedenborg,  "he  went  straightway  / 
to  the  abyss;  for  that  clergyman  left  his  piety  in  the  pulpit;  • 
he  was  not  pious,  but  hypocritical  and  proud,  and  was  vain 
of  the  gifts  he  had  received  from  nature,  and  of  those  which 
he  sought  and  obtained  from  fortune.  No,  no,  there  is  no 
use  in  deceiving  by  false  appearances.  "With  him  they  dis- 
appeared after  death;  the  mask  was  dropped;  for  there  it 
appears  whether  a  man  is  interiorly  evil  or  good*. 

32.  Mr.  Robsahm  asked  him  also  how  he  began  to  have 
his  revelations.  "I  was  in  London,"  answered  Swedenborg, 
"and  dined  late  at  my  usual  inn,  where  I  had  a  private  room 
that  I  might  be  at  Hberty  to  reflect  at  pleasure  upon  spiritual 
subjects.  I  felt  very  hungry,  and  ate  with  eagerness.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  meal  I  noticed  a  sort  of  dimness  spreading 
before  my  eyes,  and  saw  the  floor  covered  with  snakes,  toads, 
caterpillars,  and  other  hideous  reptiles;  and  I  became  more 
and  more  astonished,  as  the  darkness  increased.  However, 
it  soon  disappeared,  (and  with  it  the  swarm  of  repulsive  reptiles). 
Then  I  saw  clearly  a  man,  (surrounded  with  vivid  and  shining 
lightjf ,  sittmg  in   a    corner  of  the  room.     I  was  alone;   and 

*  Compare  Robsahm's  account,*  §  44. 

•{-  The  passages  in  parentheses  (  )  are  found  neither  in  Robsahm's  account, 
nor  in  that  which  was  communicated  by  Dr.  Beyer22  to  0.  F.  Nordens- 
kjold2"  in  a  letter  dated  Gottenburg  March  25,  1776,  which  is  contained 
in  Section  X. 
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judge  of  my  alarm,  when  I  lieard  liira  pronounce  distinctly 
(but  with  a  voice  capable  of  inspiring  teiTor*):  Eat  not  so 
much.  After  these  words  my  eyes  again  became  darkened, 
but  gradually  the  darkness  passed  away,  and  I  then  found  myself 
alone  in  the  room.  Still  somewhat  frighte  .ed  at  all  I  had 
seen,  I  hastened  back  to  my  lodgings,  without  telling  any  one 
what  had  happened.  There  I  gave  myself  up  to  reflection, 
but  could  not  comprehend  how  this  could  have  been  the  effect 
of  chance,  or  of  any  physical  cause.  The  following  night 
the  same  man  (refulgent  with  light*)  presented  himself  again 
before  me,  and  said:  /  am  God  tlie  Lord,  the  Creator  and 
Redeemer;  I  have  chosen  thee  to  explain  to  men  the  interior 
sense  of  the  Sacred  Scrijjture;  I  ivill  dictate^  to  thee  ichat 
thou  shalt  ivrite.  [This  time  I  was  not  at  all  alarmed,  and 
the  light  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  although  it  was 
exceedingly  vivid  and  dazzling,  did  not  make  even  the  least 
painful  impression  upon  my  eyes.  He  was  clothed  in  imperial 
purple,  and  the  vision  lasted  a  full  quarter  of  an  liour]^.  The 
same  night  the  eyes  of  my  interior  man  were  opened,  and  per- 
fectly fitted  to  see  into  heaven,  the  world  of  spirits,  and  hell; 
and  I  found  everywhere  many  persons  of  my  acquaintance, 
some  of  whom  had  died  a  long  time,  and  others  only  a  short 
time,  before.  From  that  day  I  renounced  all  worldly  occupa- 
tions, in  order  to  devote  myself  exclusively  to  spiritual  things, 
as  I  had  been  commanded.  Afterwards  it  happened  to  me 
frequently  to  have  the  eyes  of  my  spirit  opened,  so  as  to  see 

*  See  foot  note  •}-  on  page  68. 

f  Robsahm,  instead  of  the  Lord's  dictating  to  Swedenborg  what  he 
should  write,  said,  that  the  Lord  would  explain  it  to  him. 

^  The  passage  here  placed  in  brackets  does  not  occur  in  Robsahm's  ac- 
count, but  it  is  quoted  from  Dr.  Beyer's  letter.  The  Doctor's  own  words  in 
that  letter  are  as  follows:  "The  information  about  the  Lord's  personal  ap- 
pearance before  the  Assessor  who  saw  Him  in  royal  purple  and  in  ma- 
jestic light  sitting  near  liis  bed,  while  he  gave  Assessor  Swedenborg  his 
commission,  I  had  from  his  own  hps  at  a  dinner  party  in  the  house  of 
Doctor  Rosen,**  where  I  saw  the  old  gentleman  for  the  tirst  time.  I  re- 
member to  have  asked  him,  how  long  this  lasted;  whereupon  he  answered, 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  also  whether  the  strong  hght  did  not  afl'ect 
his  eyes;  when  he  said,  no." 
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as  in  the  plain  light  of  day  what  takes  place  in  the  other 
world,  and  so  as  to  converse  with  angels  and  spirits,  even 
as  I  converse  with  men*. 

33.  Swedenhorg  related  the  same  circumstances  to  Doctors 
Eeyer^^  and  Rosen*^,  while  dining  at  the  house  of  the  latter  in 
Gottenburg.  Some  may  perhaps  object  that  the  man  clothed 
in  purple  was  an  angel  of  darkness  transformed  into  an  angel 
of  liglit,  so  as  to  seduce  and  deceive  Swedenhorg;  but  the 
Lord  has  taught  us  to  know  false  prophets  and  hypocrites 
by  their  fruits.  He  said  to  the  Pharisees:  "If  any  man  will 
do  my  father's  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it 
be  of  God,  or  not."  Did  they  not  say  to  the  Lord  that  he 
was  a  deceiver  and  a  blasphemer ;  that  He  was  inspired  by  the 
devil;  that  He  did  His  miracles  in  the  name  and  by  the  power 
of  Beelzebub  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  good  Christians  to  judge  Sweden- 
horg by  his  conduct  and  writings.  Let  them  study  his  writings 
without  prejudice,  and  they  will  soon  see,  that  the  angel  of 
darkness  must  either  have  been  instructed  by  God  to  teach 
the  truth,  or  that  he  could  not  have  been  the  author  of  the 
revelations  which  Swedenhorg  makes. 

34.  Mr.  Robsahm  having  asked  the  wife  of  Swedenborg's 
gardener,  if  she  had  ever  noticed  any  change  in  her  master's 
countenance  after  he  had  conversed  with  spirits,  she  answered 
"One  afternoon  on  entering  his  room  his  eyes  had  the 
appearance  of  the  brightest  fire;  I  stepped  back,  crying  out: 
*In  God's  name,  sir,  what  has  happened  to  you,  for  you  have 
a  most  singular  appearance?'  'How  do  I  look,'  he  inquired. 
I  told  him  what  I  had  noticed ;  when  he  added :  'Well !  well ! 
(this  was  his  favourite  expression)  do  not  be  frightened,  (the 
Lord  has  so  disposed  my  eyes,  that  through  them  spirits  may 
see  into  our  world')-j-.  In  a  short  time  this  appearance  will 
have  passed  away.  This  also  happened  as  he  said.  I  can 
see  when  he  has  spoken  with  heavenly  spirits;  for  his  face 
has  then  an  expression  of  gentleness,   cheerfulness,   and  con- 

*  Cfr.  Robsahm's  Memoirs  §  15,  and  also  Note  25. 

f  This  passage  does  not  occur  in  Robsahm.  The  words  which  he  uses 
are  these:  "The  Lord  has  opened  my  bodily  eyes,  and  I  have  been  in  the 
spirit." 
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tentment,    which    is    charming;   but  after   he   has   conversed 
with  evil  spirits,  he  looks  sad."* 

35.  Swedenborg  did  not  study  comfort  in  his  journeys;  he 
travelled  without  a  servant,  in  an  open  carriage  from  Stock- 
holm to  Gottenburg,  and  thence  by  sea.  Robsahm  says,  "I 
know  two  sea-captains  who  have  conveyed  him  to  England, 
and  back.  The  name  of  one  is  Harrison,  and  of  the  other, 
Brovell.  The  former  told  me  that  Swedenborg  lay  in  bed 
during  almost  the  whole  of  the  voyage;  soliloquized  much, 
and  always  answered  very  prudently.  'When  he  is  in  my 
ship,'  Harrison  added,  *I  always  have  the  most  favourable 
wind.'  'I  should  like  to  have  him  on  board  always,  and  would 
gladly  carry  him  as  a  passenger  without  any  charge.'  Brovell 
said  the  same ;  and  he  had  taken  him  from  London  to  Stock- 
holm in  a  very  few  days.  "When  I  spoke  to  Swedenborg 
about  it,  he  said,  'I  am  always  very  fortunate  in  my  passages 
by  sea.'  "-J- 

36.  "I  met  him  in  his  travelling-carriage,  when  he  left 
for  London  the  last  time  but  one,  and  I  asked  him,  how  he 
who  would  soon  be  eighty  years  old,  could  venture  to  undertake 
so  long  a  journey;  and  I  added,  'Do  you  think  I  shall  see 
you  back  here  again?'  'Do  not  trouble  yourself  about  that,' 
he  said,  'if  you  live  we  shall  certainly  see  one  another  again ; 
for  I  have  another  journey  to  undertake  like  this.'  He  returned 
indeed.  "When  he  left  Sweden  for  the  last  time,  he  came  to 
see  me  the  day  before  his  departure.  I  asked  him,  whether  we 
should  meet  again.  He  answered  with  a  tender  and  touching 
look:  'I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  return;  but  this  I  know, 
that  I  shall  not  die  before  I  have  finished  the  printing  of  my 
work  entitled:  Vera  Beligio  Cliristiana  (True  Christian 
Religion) ;  which  is  the  object  of  my  present  jouniey.  But 
if  we  do  not  meet  again  in  this  world,  we  shall  meet  again 
with    the    Lord,     our    good  Father,    provided   we   keep    his 


*  This  last  passage  docs  not  occur  in  Robsahm  at  all;  yet  it  is  possible 
that  IMr.  C.  F.  Nordenskjold  had  heard  this  himself  from  the  gardener's 
wife.    Compare  Robsahm's  account  §  26. 

•\  Cfr.  Robsahm's  account  §§  29,  30. 
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commandments.  He  then  took  leave  cheerfully  with  the  bodily 
vigour  of  a  man  of  thirty*. 

37.  Some  time  before  his  last  journey,  he  addressed  a 
petition  to  His  Majesty  King  Adolphus  Frederic",  in  which 
he  asked  him  to  have  letters  of  instruction  addressed  to  the 
Consistories  of  the  kingdom,  ordering  them  to  examine  his 
writings,  and  give  their  opinion  with,  regard  to  their  contents; 
but  the  Consistories  did  not  make  any  report.  When  the 
King  met  Swedenborg,  he  said  to  him:  "The  Consistories  have 
kept  silence  on  the  subject  of  my  letters  and  of  your  waitings ;" 
and  laying  his  hand  upon  his  shoulder  he  added:  "We  may 
conclude  then  that  they  have  not  found  anything  reprehensible 
in  them,  and  that  you  have  written  in  conformity  with  the 
truth." 

*  Cfr.  Robsahm's  Memoirs  §§  20,  21. 
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DOCUMENT  7. 
EXTRACT  FROM  A  REPORT  * 

MADE  BY  THE  LATE  COUNCILMAN  AND  SENIOR  JACOB  INOLESSON  TO  THE  CO  UET 

OF  SIINES  AT  "STORA    K0PPARBEROET,"f  MAY  17,  1716,  RESPECTING    SOME  OLD 

FAMILIES  AND  HO  USES  ARO  UND  "KOPPARBEROET." 

The  following  have  been  school-masters  at  "Koppar- 
berget:" 

1.  Magister  Petrus  Bullernesius^ ;  he  was  the  first  school- 
master here  at  "Kopparberget,"  and  afterwards  became 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Swiirdsio ;  he  was  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  Bishop  Swedberg. 

A  rich  and  opulent  miner  of  the  name  of  Marten  Larsson 
in  Gruf  Ryset;  he  was  a  sort  of  authority  here  in  the  mines, 
before  there  was  any  regular  master  of  mines.  He  was  many 
times  in  Stockholm,  on  account  of  some  mining  laws,  with 
the  late  Kjng  Gustavus.  He  had  only  two  daughters;  the 
elder  was  married  to  a  miner  in  Gruf  Ryset  of  the  name 
of  Pader  Erichson;  after  his  death  she  married  a  man  from 
Gefle  of  the  name  of  Lars  Behm,  §  who  at  one  period  of  his 
life  was  a  member  of  the  Court  of  Mines.  The  second 
daughter  was  married  to  Johan  Barckman,   a  councilman  in 


*  This  and  the  following  Document  are  contained  in  Vol.  XTV  of  the 
Bcrgius^G  Collection  of  Letters,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm.  Document  7  was  copied  by  Bergiua 
from  a  certified  copy  of  the  original. 

•j-  "Stora  Kopparlierget"  (the  gi'eat  copper- mountain)  is  the  name  of 
the  copper  mining  district  around  Fahlun  in  Dalecarlia. 

%  Additional  information  respecting  Magister  Bullernesius  will  be  found 
at  the  beginning  of  Document  10. 

§  Lars  Behm  was  the  brother  of  Swedenborg's  maternal  grand- 
father; see  Document  8,  p.  8L 
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Pahlun,  when  it  first  became  a  town;  he  lived  near  the  new 
church,  where  the  well  now  is.  This  Marten  Larsson  died 
in   1648,  and  the   bells   were  tolled   for    him  three  days. 

An  opulent  miner  lived  in  Sundborn  parish,  whose  name 
was  Otto  of  Sundborn;  his  son's  name  was  Nils  Ottesson  of 
Helsingborn;  he  also  had  a  son  named  Isaac  Nilsson  in 
Framsbacka,  and  his  son  was  Daniel  Isaachson,*  in  Sweden, 
who  was  the  father  of  Bishop  Jesper  Swedberg,-{-  Daniel  Swed- 
berg,  mine-master,  Assessor  Peter  Schonstrom,:^  the  late  Johan 
Swedberg,  and  book-keeper  Isaac  Swedberg. 

That  the  preceding  extract  of  Jacob  Ingelsson's  Report  is 
an  exact  copy  of  the  original,  is  certified  by 

Petek  Swedberg  [of]  Joh. 

*  Additional  information  respecting  Daniel  Isaachson,  Swedenborg's 
paternal  gi-and-father,  will  be  found  at  the  beginning  of  Document  10. 

■j-  An  extended  account  of  Bishop  Jesper  Swedberg,  the  father  of 
Emanuel  Swedenborg,  is  contained  in  Document  10. 

X  Further  particulars  concerning  Assessor  Peter  Schonstrom  and  his 
family  ai'e  given  in  Document  9,  A. 


DOCUMENT  8. 

LETTER  FROM  PETER  SCHONSTROM*^  TO 
EMANUEL  SWEDENBORG-.* 


My  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter,  and  also  for 
the  genealogical  register  of  our  ancestors.  You  may  obtain 
one  still  more  perfect,  if  you  go  into  the  Privy  Archives 
(Canimar-archivo),  and  find  out  the  homestead  upon  which  our 
ancestors  lived;  for  in  the  old  registers  of  the  transfer  of  landed 
property  the  proprietors  are  always  mentioned.  It  would  be 
an  advantage  to  our  family  if  you  could  establish  from  the 
old  register,  that  their  homestead  was  exempt  from  taxes ;  lor 
at  that  time  owners  of  untaxed  property  were  considered 
as  noblemen,  and  at  that  time  not  every  one,  as  is  the  case 
now,  but  only  certain  families  or  houses,  could  become  the 
owners  of  such  property.  For  this  reason  Engelbrecht  Engel- 
brechtson  is  called  a  nobleman  in  our  histories,  viz.  because 
he  was  an  owner  of  untaxed  property;  and  in  Messenius  also 
Mans  Nilson  of  Asboda,  and  Anders  Person  in  Rankhyttan, 
who  were  beheaded  by  order  of  King  Gustavus  I,  are  culled 
Nobiles  Montani,  i.  e.  mountain  nobles.  The  Silfwerstromsf  are 
said  to  have  had  the  same  origin  with  us  on  the  fathers'  side. 

*  Thi3  Document  is  contained  in  Vol.  XTV  of  the  Bergius^e  Collection 
of  letters  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm,  on 
page  271,  &c. 

f  This  seems  to  be  a  mistake.  According  to  Anrep,^8  Vol.  Ill,  p.  759, 
the  Silf\'erstroms  trace  their  origin  to  a  certain  Ludvig  or  Lydert  Otto, 
who  had  emigrated  from  Germany,  and  who  in  1643  was  a  councillor  in 
Fahlun.     As  Daniel  Isaakson,  Swedenborg's  paternal  grandfather,  married 
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The  father-in-law  of  Secretary  Norn  had  a  genealogical  register 
of  liis  family,  in  which  our  name  occurred.  It  would  be  well 
if  you  could  get  a  copy  of  that  document.  When  I  was 
young  I  heard  that  the  Swinhufwuds,  with  a  white  boar's 
head  as  their  crest,  had  the  same  origin  as  our  family.  Of 
it  I  know  there  is  no  survivor  but  Colonel  Swijnhufwud  of 
the  Jemtlanders.  His  father  had  been  the  colonel  of  that 
regiment.  The  Swinhufwuds  with  a  black  boar's-head,  are  a 
different  family  altogether,  and  came  from  Bohemia.  Bishop 
Otto  in  Westeras,  who  died  in  the  year  1520,  had  several 
brothers,  and  I  believe  our  family  descends  from  one  of  them. 
The  Swinhufwuds,  with  the  white  boar's-head,  also  descend 
from  one  of  these  brothers.  I  think  that  with  proper  dili- 
gence we  would  find  ourselves  in  the  same  family  with  Engel- 
brecht,*  since  he  also  was  from  Sundbom. 

With  regard  to  our  mother's  family  I  cannot  name  any 
one  before  Isac  Behm,  who  was  employed  by  Charles  TKf 
as  admiral,  and  in  other  capacities;  for  this  reason  he  was 
mentioned  in  King  Charles'  "slaughter-bench"  (slaktare  hcink). 
Messenius  mentions  him  twice  in  his  Scondia  illustrata,  but 
describes  him  as  having  been  very  cruel.  This  historian  relates 
that  after  the  battle  of  Stangbro,^  when  he  commanded  by 
sea,  he  ill-treated  some  Jesuits,  whom  he  had  made  prisoners ; 

about  1640,  this  Ludvig  Otto  could  not  have  been  the  Otto  near  Sund- 
bom, who,  according  to  Document  7,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Daniel 
Isaakson,  and  who  must  have  been  born  between  1530  and  1550.  And  if, 
according  to  Peter  Schonstrom,  that  Otto  was  a  brother  of  Bishop  Otto 
of  "Westeras,  who  died  in  1520,  he  must  have  been  bom  before  the  year 
1500. 

*  Engelbrecht  was  a  noble  mountaineer,  under  whose  leadership  the 
greater  part  of  Sweden  was  delivered  from  the  Danish  yoke,  in  1434. 
In  1436  he  was  assassinated,  after  having  secured  the  independence  of  his 
country. 

•j-  Charles  IX,  the  youngest  son  of  Gustavus  "Wasa,  after  deposing  his 
nephew  Sigismund,  ascended  the  throne  of  Sweden  in  1600.  He  punished 
severely  the  Catholic  adherents  of  Sigismund,  and  executed  many  of  the 
nobles  at  Linkoping.  He  has  the  reputation  of  having  been  the  ablest  of 
the  sons  of  Gustavus  "Wasa.    He  was  the  father  of  Gustavus  Adolphus. 

I  This  battle  took  place  near  LinkojMng  in  1598;  in  which  king  Sigis- 
mund was  defeated  by  his  uncle  Charles  IX. 
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and  afterwards,  he  says,  he  was  the  commander  opposed 
to  the  fleet  which  Flemming  sent  from  Finland,  in  which 
was  the  young  de  Wijk,  the  handsomest  man  in  Sweden, 
whom  Isac  Behm  ordered  to  he  put  to  death  in  a  very  cruel 
manner.  This  Isac  Behm  married  a  Wernstedt,  whose  father 
was  a  colonel,  who  had  married  Lucretia,  the  natural 
daughter  of  duke  Magnus.*  From  her  and  Colonel  von 
Wernstedt  descended,  hy  one  of  their  daughters,*  the 
llihbings  of  Walstad.  She  and  her  husband,  with  many  of  the 
Kibbings,  have  their  vault  in  XJpsal,  a  vault  older  even 
than  that  of  the  Counts  Dona.  Blixencrona -|-  was  married  to 
one  of  these  Ribbings,  and  hes  bmied  m  the  same  vault. 
His  daughter,  who  is  still  living,  was  married  to  Secretary 
Palmschold ;  this  ralmschold  is  also  related  to  us  on  our 
mother's  side,  not  through  the  Behms,  but  through  Marten 
Hanson,  whom  the  people  in  Helsingland  called  the  father 
of  the  land.  The  wife  or  mother-in-law  of  this  Marten  Hanson 
was  a  Ralamb.  Our  late  maternal  grandmother  also  was 
third  cousin  to  the  old  Councillor  of  State  Clas.  Ralamb. 
Johan  Eschilson,  our  grandmother's  father,  who,  in  the  Russian 
war,  at  the  time  of  Count  Jacob  de  la  Gardie,  was  lieutenant 
in  the  cavalry,  in  Evert  Horn's  regiment  (the  same  who  was 
field-marshal,  and  fell  before  Pleschow  in  1617),  was  married 
to  the  daughter  of  Marten  Hanson.  Subsequently  he  was 
burgomaster  and  factor  in  Soderhamn.  His  second  wife  was 
an  admiral's  widow,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten.  He  lies 
buried  in  Storala  church,  and  has  his  coat-of-arms  upon 
his  tomb.     The  genealogical  register  of  Marten  Hanson,  which 

*  Peter  Schonstrom,  the  writer  of  this  letter,  confounds  here  two 
"Wemstedts.  The  elder  "Wernstedt,  Christofi'er  von  Warenstedt,  married 
Lucretia,  daughter  of  Duke  Magnus,  one  of  the  sons  of  Gustavus  Wasa. 
The  younger  Wernstedt,  Johan  von  Warenstedt,  the  son  of  Christoffer, 
who  was  a  colonel,  had  a  daughter  Lucretia,  who  was  married  to  her 
step-brother  Seved  Ribbing — see  "Ajirep's  Attartaflor"4S  Vol.  IV,  p.  589. 
Moreover,  the  younger  Warenstedt  was  a  colonel,  while  his  father  was 
governor  of  the  northern  part  of  Sweden. 

•j-  Gustav  Bhxencrona,  who  died  in  1701,  was  mamed  to  Mett a,  daughter 
of  Seved  Ribbing.  .Theii-  daughter  Catharina  Magdalena,  who  died  in  1745, 
was  married  to  Secretary  Elias  Palmskold,  who  died  in  1719 — see  "Anrcp"^8 
Vol.  I,  p.  223. 


80  SWEDENBORG'S  ANCESTRY.  [Doc.  8. 

was  traced  by  Secretary  Palmschold  from  Fale  Bure,  the 
avenger  of  Saint  Ericus'  death,  you  can  probably  get  from 
Chamberlain  von  Walcker;  for  he,  with  the  Cronstedts,  also 
descends  from  Marten  Hanson.* 

But  to  return  to  the  Behms.  Isac  Behm  lies  buried  in 
Rorstel  church  in  Roslagen,  where  he  was  possessed  of  an 
estate  in  fee ;  upon  liis  tomb  there  is  almost  the  same  coat- 
of-arms  which  is  upon  the  tomb  of  our  maternal  grand-father 
in  Salberget.  He  had  two  sons.  The  name  of  the  eldest  I 
do  not  remember :  he  had  a  son  in  that  war  who  was  captain 
of  horse  in  the  East-Grothland  regiment.  This  was  the  same 
who  in  the  time  of  Charles  XI  looked  after  so  much  hidden 
treasure  (rosen).  The  name  of  the  other  was  Michael  Behm ; 
he  was  an  officer  at  the  court  of  Queen  Christina,  the  mother 
of  Gustavus  Adolphus,   who  had  Gefle  for  her  jointure.     His 

*  According  to  Anrpp43  the  relation  between  the  Behm  family,  and  the 
Palmskold,  Cronstedt,  and  von  Walcker  families,  was  not  through  Marten 
Hanson,  but  thi-ough  his  wife  Ingrid  Pedersdotter.  In  Yol.  I,  p.  422, 
this  author  makes  the  following  statement  respecting  Peder  Hansson,  the 
ancestor  of  the  family  "Cederskold ;"  "Peder  Hansson,"  citizen  and  member 
of  the  council  in  (jefle,  died  in  1612.  He  was  mamed  to  Ingi'id  Pedersdotter 
(bom  1574),  daughter  of  Peder  Pedersson  from  Helsingland,  citizen  and 
merchant  in  Gefle.  Ingiid  Pedersdotter  was  afterwards  married  to  Marten 
Hansson  ilodbeck,  councillor  in  the  same  town." 

By  her  mairiage  with  Peder  Hansson,  Ingrid  Pedersdotter  had  two 
sons:  1.  Ehas  Pedersson  GaveUus,  burgomaster  of  Gefle:  one  of  whose 
sons-in-law  was  Sigfrid  "Wolker,  the  father  of  Chamberlain  von  Walcker, 
and  another  was  Eric  Larsson  Palmskold,  the  father  of  Secretary  Palms- 
kold; his  son  Petrus  EHas  GaveUus  was  ennobled,  and  assumed  the  name 
"Cederskold;"  2.  Dr.  Peder  Pedersson  GaveHus,  who  was  the  ancestor  of 
the  noble  family  of  "Cronstedt." 

By  her  marriage  with  Marten  Hansson  Rodbeck,  Ingrid  Pedersdotter 
had  one  daughter,  Anna  Martensdotter  Rodback,  who  was  manied  to  the 
burgomaster  Johan  Eskilsson  in  Soderhamn;  their  daughter  Catharina 
Johansdotter  was  mamed  to  Assessor  Albrecht  Behm,  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  Emanuel  Swedenborg  and  of  Peter  Schonstrom  (see  "Amep"48 
Vol.  I,  p.  134,  and  also  our  Document  9,  B);  while  another  daughter 
Inorid  Johansdotter  was  married  to  Abraham  Momma,  ennobled  under  the 
name  of  Reenstiema,  a  patriotic  merchant  and  banker  in  Stockholm,  who 
instituted  many  manufactures  and  iron -works  in  Sweden,  and  advanced 
money  to  the  government.  Their  daughter  Anna  Maiia  Reenstierna  was 
the  second  wnfe  of  Peter  Schonstrom,  brother  of  Bishop  Swedberg,  see 
"Anrep,"  Vol.  IH,  p.  318. 
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son's  name  was  Jonas  Belim;  -who  was  burgomaster  in  Gefle, 
and  was  married  to  a  Sclu-oder*;  from  the  same  Schruders 
descended  also  Superintendent  Schroder,  and  the  wife  ol  Dean 
Gadda.  This  Jonas  Behm  liad  twelve  sons  and  a  daughter. 
From  the  daughter  are  the  Tehls,  and  the  wives  of  Palmrot, 
Diurberg,  and  Wallin.  One  of  these  twelve  sons  was  our  maternal 
grandfather,  and  another  Daniel  Behm,  who  was  Councillor 
of  Court,  and  left  two  sons,  Daniel  Behm,  Lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  Sodermanlanders  for  war,  and  Axel  Behm,  Assessor  in 
the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Jonkoping.  One  of  the  descendants 
of  this  Daniel  Behm  was  the  wife  of  Lieutenant- colonel 
Falkenhjelm,  of  the  artillery.  One  of  these  twelve  Behms  was 
admiral  or  schoutbyvacht  (?);  another  was  factor  in  Soder- 
hamn,  and  was  father  of  Fru  Brita  Behm-{-  (who  is  married 
to  the  Councillor  of  Commerce  Alderstedt),  and  grandfather  of 
Captain  llidderhaf ;  he  was  likewise  father  of  a  certain  Captain 
Behm  now  living.  These  Behms,  who  are  the  posterity  of 
Factor  Behm,  are  on  their  mother's  side  related  to  the  Countess 
Piper.  One  of  the  twelve  was  Lars  Behm  in  Grufriset,  about 
whom  you  wrote  to  me.  My  paper  does  not  allow  me  to 
write  more,  neither  have  I  any  more  to  write  except  that 
by  acting  upon  my  proposal  you  may  find  out  much,  and 
gratify  me  by  so  doing. 

I  remain 

your  most  obedient  servant 

P.    SCHONSTROM.*' 

♦  Anrep's  Attartaflor,^?  Vol.  I,  p.  134,  states  that  Jonas  Behm  was  not 
married  to  a  Schroder,  but  to  a  Kroger,  see  Document  9,B. 

•j-  This  is  not  the  Biita  Behm,  with  whom  Swedenborg  had  several 
lawsuits;  she  was  his  maternal  aunt  and  the  daughter  of  Assessor  Al- 
brecht  Behm ;  while  the  fonner  Brita  was  the  daughter  of  burgomaster 
Hans  Behm;  (see  Amep's  Attai-taflor.^s  Vol.  I,  p.  31,  Adierstcdt,  Table  I). 


DOCUMENT  9. 

GENEALOGICAL  REGISTER  OF  THE  SWEDEN- 

BORG  FAMILY,  FROM  ANREP'S 

"ATTARTAFLOR."*^ 

A. 

SWEDBERG  AND  SCHONSTROM  FAMILIES.* 

[Otto  of  Sundborg,  an  opulent  miner.  His  son  Nils  Ottesson 
of  Helsingborn;  he  had  a  son  Isaac  Nilson  of  Framsbacka, 
and  his  son  was  Daniel  Isaachson  of  Sweden.]  j 

TaUe  I. 

Daniel  Isaacsson;  Bergsman,  i.  e.  miner,  in  Fahlun. 
Married  about  1640,  Anna  Bullernsesia,  daughter  of  the  pastor 
in  Svardsjo,  Magister  Petrus  Bullernsesius.  Their  sons  called 
themselves  Swedberg  after  their  homestead  Sweden,  near 
Fahlun. 

Sons: 

Peter  Swedberg,  after  being  ennobled,  Schonstrom,  born 
1644,  died  in  1692.     See  Table  3. 

Dr.  Jesper  Swedberg,  born  1653;  Bishop  of  Skara;  died  in 
1735.     See  Table  2. 

[Daniel  Swedberg,  master  of  mines  (bergmdster). 

Johan  Swedberg,  father  of  the  Peter  Swedberg  who  com- 
municated to  Emanuel  Swedenborg  our  Document  7. 

Isaac  Swedberg  accountant.]:}: 

*  From  Anrep's  "Attartaflor,"4S  Yd.  Ill,  pp.  699  and  700. 

•f  The  portion  in  brackets  has  been  supphed  from  Document  7, 

^  This  portion  has  also  been  supplied  from  Document  7. 
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TaUe  II. 

Dr.  Jesper  Swedberg  (son  of  Daniel  Isaacson.  Table  1), 
born  August  28,  1653,  in  Sweden;  was  ordained  into  tlie  mi- 
nistry and  appointed  chaplain  of  the  horse-guards  in  1682; 
became  master  of  philosophy  in  the  same  year;  chaplain  of 
the  court  in  1688;  dean  and  pastor  of  Wingaker  in  Soder- 
manland  in  1690;  professor  in  the  university  of  Upsal  in  1692; 
dean  of  the  cathedral  in  Upsal,  1694;  superintendent  of  the 
Swedish  churches  hi  America,  London,  and  Portugal,  1696; 
Bishop  of  Skara,  1702;  doctor  of  theology,  1705;  died  July  7, 
1735,  at  Brunsbo,  his  bishop's  seat  near  Skara.  His  children 
were  ennobled  on  May  23,  1719,  under  the  name  Swcden- 
borg  (his  sons  were  introduced  in  1720  under  the  number 
1598).  He  was  married  1.  on  Dec.  12,  1683,  to  his  brother's 
sister-in-law,  Sarah  Behm,  who  was  born  Jan.  4,  1666,  and 
died  June  17,  1696;  daughter  of  Albrecht  Belim,  assessor  in 
the  College  of  IMines,  (owner  of  the  iron-works  at  Tallfors), 
and  of  Catharina  Johansdotter ;  she  was  also  sister  of  Captain- 
lieutenant  Albrecht  Behm,  who  was  ennobled  under  the  name 
De  Behm,  No.  1256:  2.  on  Nov.  30,  1697,  to  Sara  Bergia,* 
mdow  of  Justice  (Imradsliofding )  Norhng:  3.  on  Dec.  25, 
1720,  to  Christina  Arrhusia,-{-  daughter  of  Johan  Arrhusius, 
Dean  of  Fahlun. 

Childeen: 

1.  [Albrecht,  who  died  in  childhood.]:}: 

2.  Anna  Swedberg,  when  ennol)led,  Swedenborg,  born  1686, 
died  1766.     (See  Document  9,  C.  Table  1). 

*  According  to  the  Swcd.  Biog.  Lex.  Vol.  XVI,  p.  285,  Bishop  Swed- 
berg was  the  third  husljand  of  Saiah  Bergia.  Her  first  husband  was 
Michel  Hising,  a  merchant  in  Koping;  her  second  husband  J.  Nordlind, 
justice  of  the  peace. 

•}■  Christina  Arrhusia  was  bom  Dec.  6,  1661;  she  was  the  dauo-Jiter 
of  Dean  Johannes  Arrhusius  in  ll'ahlun  and  Sara  Hising.  In  1699  she  was 
married  to  Anton  Swab,  clerk  in  the  copper-office  in  Fahlun,  wliosc  second 
wife  she  was.  Anton  Swab  died  in  1712.  His  first  wife  had  Ijcen  Helena 
Bergia,  a  sister  of  Bishop  Swedberg's  second  wife,  Sarah  Bergia.  See  Anrep, 
Vol.  IV,  p.  288. 

I  Nos.  1,  5,  and  6,  of  Bishop  Swedberg's  children  ai-o  sujjphed  from  the 
Swed.  Biogi-.  Lex.,  Vol.  XVI,  p.  285. 

6* 
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3.  Emanuel  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg,  born 
1688;   Assessor;    died  1772.     (See  Document  9,  C.  Table  2). 

4.  Hedwig  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg,  born  1690, 
died  1728.     (See  Document  9,  C.  Table  3). 

5.  [Daniel,  died  in  childhood.] 

6.  [Eliezer,  died  in  his  25tli  year*,  was  married  to  Elisa- 
beth Brink,  who  after  his  death  in  1717  married  the  Coun- 
cillor of  Mines,  Anders  Swab.]-j- 

7.  Catharina  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg,  born 
1693,  died  1770.     (See  Document  9,  C.  Table  4). 

8.  Jesper  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg,  born  1694; 
lieutenant.    (See  Document  9,  C.  Table  5). 

9.  Margaretha  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg,  born 
1695.  (See  Document  9,  C.  Table  15). 

Table  III. 
Peter  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Schonstrom,  (son  of  Daniel 
Isaacson,  Table  1),  born  1644;  attendant  on  the  Swedish  ambas- 
sadors, Fleming  and  Coijet,  in  London  and  Breda;  clerk  in  the 
College  of  Mines,  1670;  treasurer  in  the  same,  1671;  master  of 
mines  in  Eastern  and  Western  Dalecarlia,  1675;  was  ennobled 
on  Nov.  1,  1683,  and  introduced  in  1686  under  No.  1056. 
Assessor  in  the  above-named  college,  1691 ;  died  May  22, 
1692,  and  was  buried  in  Hed's  church  in  Westmanland.  He 
was  married:  1.  in  1680  to  Anna  Margaretha  Behm,  who 
Avas  born  in  1660  and  died  in  1688;  she  was  daughter  of 
Albrecht  Behm,  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines  (owner  of  the 
iron-works  at  Tallfors)  and  Catharina  Johansdotter,  who  was  the 
sister  of  Captain-heutenant  Albrecht  Behm,  when  ennobled,  De 
Behm,  No.  1256:  2.  on  May  14,  1689,  to  a  cousin  of  his  first 
wife,  Anna  Maria  Reenstierna,  this  being  her  first  marriage; 
daughter  of  the  manufacturer  Abraham  Momma,  when  ennobled 
E,eenstierna,  No.  818,  and  Ingrid  Johansdotter  ;|:  in  1694  she  was 

*  This  statement  is  made  by  Bishop  Swedberg  in  his  Autobiography, 
see  Document  11. 

t  See  Am-ep's  "Attartaflor,"  Vol.  IV,  p.  288,  Table  2. 

^  Ingi'id  J  ohansdottei'  was  a  daughter  of  burgomaster  Johan  Esldlsson 
in  Soderhamn  and  his  first  wife,  Anna  Martensdotter  Rodbeck,  see  Anrep, 
Voh  III,  p.  318.  She  was  the  sister  of  Catharina  Johansdotter,  who  was 
married  to  Assessor  Albrecht  Behm. 
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married  a  second  time  to  Colonel  Nils  Djurklo,  when  ennobled, 
Djurklow,  No.  968;  died  1714. 

Childeen  of  his  fiest  wife: 

1.  Peter,*^  born  1682;  lieutenant-colonel;  died  1746. 

2.  Anna  Catharina,  bom  1683.  Married,  June  11,  1697, 
to  the  Royal  physician  (archiatcr)  Olof  Rudbeck,^^  the  younger, 
when  ennobled,  Rudbeck,  No.  1037,  lord  of  the  manor  inBrunna, 
Kydingeholm,  and  Bro-Lofsta,  who  was  born  in  1660.  She 
was  his  second  wife,  and  died  in  1740. 

3.  Albrecht,  born  October  10,  1684;  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  horse-guards;  he  died  in  1740,  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  vault  in  Hed's  Church.  Was  married  on  Nov.  22, 
1715  to  the  Baroness  Ulrica  Adlersten,  born  in  1694,  and 
daughter  of  the  provincial  governor.  Baron  Goran  Adlersten. 
One  of  their  daughters,  Elisabeth  Maria,  born  in  1725,  was 
married  in  1748  to  the  Bishop  ofWesteras,  Dr.  Lars  Benzel- 
stierna;^"  and  died  in  1800. 

4.  Magdalena,  born  in  1680;  married  the  Quartermaster  Ge- 
neral, Lars  Spole,  when  ennobled,  Rosenborg;  she  died  in  1760. 

Childeen  of  his  second  wife: 

5.  Margaretha  Elisabeth,  born  1690,  died  1751;  was  married 
to  Col,  Henric  Julius  Voltemat,  when  ennobled,  Voltemat,  who 
was  born  1689,  and  died  1764. 

6.  Sara  Helena,  born  1091,  died  1779,  at  Karmansbo  iron- 
works in  Westmanland;  was  married  to  Major  Johan  Loth, 
when  ennobled,  Loth-Ornskold,  born  1690,  died  in  1728. 

7.  Abraham  Daniel,  born  1692;  chamberlain;  died  in  1759, 
without  issue.  He  was  married  in  1750  to  Hedwig  Sophia 
Arosell,  when  ennobled,  Adlerheim,  daughter  of  Superior  Judge 
(Lagman)  Carl  Arosell  and  Sophia  Christina  Hjilrne;  born  1713, 
died  in  1780.* 

*  The  last  male  descendant  of  the  Schonstrom  family,  Captain  Pehr 
Albrecht  Georg,  died  in  1848. 
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B. 
BEHM  FAMILY.* 

[Admiral  Isaac  Belim,  married  to  a  daughter  of  Cliristoplier 
von  Warenstedt  and  Lucretia  Magnusdotter,  a  natural  daughter 
of  Duke  Magnus,  son  of  Gustavus  Wasa. 

Son: 

Michael  Behm,  an  officer  of  Queen  Christina,  mother  of 
Bang  Gustavus  Adolphus,  who  had  Gefle  for  her  jointure.] -f 

Table  I. 

Jonas  Michaelson  Behm;  burgomaster  in  Gefle  about  the 
year  1611.  In  1610,  he  married  Anna  Kroger,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Kroger  and  Anna  Margaretha  Pehrsdotter  ot  Gefle. 

[They  had  twelve  sons  and  one  daughter.  From  the  daughter 
are  the  Tehls,  and  the  wives  of  Palmrot,  Diurberg,  and 
Wallin.]  t 

Sons: 

Daniel  Behm,  when  ennobled,  Behmer,  owner  of  Ytterbynas 
and  Tuppenhorn,  born  in  Gefle  1611,  died  in  1669.  He  was 
tutor  to  one  of  the  sons  of  Chancellor  Axel  Oxenstierna,  to 
which  circumstance  he  owed  his  rapid  promotion.  In  1649,  he 
became  assessor  of  the  Court  of  Appeals;  in  1650,  he  was 
ennobled;  and  in  1664,  he  was  made  councillor  of  the  Court. 
He  was  married  in  1643  to  Brita  Schytte,  daughter  of  Henning 
Schytte,  a  merchant  in  Nykoping,  and  sister  of  Joachim 
Schyttehielm,  the  councillor  of  finance  (kammer-rdd),  and 
also  of  Bishop  Henning  Schytte;  and  in  1669,  to  Magdalena 
Lindegren,  daughter  of  Assessor  Nils  Lindegren,  and  Anna 
Sjoblad.  They  had  four  sons  and  seven  daughters,  but  the 
last  male  descendant  of  this  family,  Daniel  Behmer,  Knight, 
died  in  1710. 

Albrecht  Behm;  Assessor,  died  in  1679.     (See  Table  2.) 

[Hans  Behm,  burgomaster,  who  was  married  to  Catharina 
Hansson.     See  "Anrep,"  Vol.  I.  p.  31. 

*  See  Anrep's  "AttartaHor,"  Yol.  I,  pp.  134,  135,  and  535. 
■{•  The  bracketed  portions  are  supplied  from  Document  8. 
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Lars  Belim,  a  member  of  the  Court  of  Mines  in  Falilun, 
was  married  to  the  eldest  daughter  of  Marten  Larsson  in 
Gruf  Rijset.    See  Document  7.] 

Table  II. 

Albrecht  Behm  (son  of  Jonas  Michaelsson  Behm,  Table  1), 
owner  of  Tallfors  iron-works;  master  of  mines  in  Wester- 
Bergslagcn;  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines,  1675;  died  in 
Stockholm,  in  1679.  Married  Catharina  Johansdotter,  who,  in 
consequence  of  a  long  and  severe  illness,  became  diseased  in 
her  mind,  and  committed  suicide  in  1672;  she,  nevertheless, 
received  an  honourable  burial,  and  lies  interred  in  Sala  church. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Johan  Eskilsson,  burgomaster  in 
Soderhamn,  and  Anna  Martensdotter  Rodback. 
Cheldeen  : 

Albrecht  Behm,  when  ennobled,  De  Behm;  lieutenant  in  the 
Surbeck  regiment  in  France;  he  was  ennobled  Jan.  24,  1693,  on 
his  retui'n  to  Sweden,  and  introduced,  the  same  year,  under 
No.  1256;  in  1695  he  was  made  captain-lieutenant  in  the 
Helsinge  regiment;  he  died  unmarried,  and  in  him  his  noble 
family  ended.  While  in  the  service  of  France  he  was  in 
several  battles,  and  proved  a  bold  and  conscientious  officer;  he 
quitted  the  Swedish  service  on  account  of  the  state  of  his 
health  and  his  melancholy.     (See   "Anrep"    Vol.  I,    p.    535). 

[Anna  Margaretha  Behm,  born  in  1660;  the  first  wife  of 
Assessor  Peter  Schonstrom.  (See  Document  9,  A,  Table  3). 
She  died  in  1688. 

Sarah  Behm,  who  was  born  April  1,  1666,  and  died  June 
17,  1696.  She  was  married  to  Bishop  Jesper  Swedberg,  and 
was  the  mother  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg.  (See  Document  9,  A, 
Table  2). 

Brita  Albrechtsdotter  Behm,^°  who  was  married  to  Prof. 
Johan  Schwedc  in  Upsal.  Her  daughter  Eva  Schwede  was 
married  in  1714  to  Prof.  Johan  Upmark,  when  ennobled,  Ro- 
senadler,^^  who  became  afterwards  the  censor  of  the  press,  and 
in  1722  Councillor  of  Chancery.  Eva  Schwede  died  in  child- 
birth, 1717.     (See  "Anrep"  Vol.  Ill,  p.  457). 

Catharina,  who  died  in  1686,  second  wife  of  Magister 
Laui'cntius  Petri  Aroselius,  Dean   of  Sala.     Their  son  Peter 
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Arosell   was   ennobled  under  the  name   of  Adlerheim.      (See 
"Anrep,"  Vol.  IV,  p.  188). 

A  fifth  daughter  Erlena  (?)  was  married  to  Major  Erland 
Erling;  they  had  a  daughter  Maja.]  The  names  of  Fru  Erlena 
Erling  and  of  Maja  Erling  occur  in  the  "Acts"  preserved  in 
the  Hofratten  (Court  of  Appeals)  of  a  law-suit  which  was 
pending  in  1722,  between  the  heirs  of  Albrecht  De  Behm, 
and  Brita  Behm.* 

C. 
SWEDENBORG  FAMILY,  f 
Table  I. 
Anna  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg  (daughter  of 
Bishop  Swedberg,  see  Document  9,  A.  Table  2),  born  Sept.  19, 
1686,  died  May  20,  1766,  in  Linkoping.   Was  married  June  16, 
1703,  to  the    celebrated   archbishop.  Dr.  Eric  Benzelius*^  the 
younger,  who  was  born  in  1675,  and  died  in  1743.   Their  chil- 
dren, with  those  of  all  the  other  Benzelii,  were  ennobled  under 
the  name  Benzelstjerna. 
Children:^ 

1.  Eric  Benzelius,  when  ennobled,  Benzelstjerna,  owner  of 
Boksholm  in  Dref 's  parish  and  Kronobergs  Ian,  was  born  April  29, 
1705,  in  Upsal;  he  entered  the  College  of  Mines  in  1726;  be- 
came inspector  in  "Stora  Kopparberget,"  1731;  member  of  the 
Mining  Court,  1738;  master  of  mines  in  Schonen,  Halland,  and 
Blekinge,  etc.,  1742;  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines,  1760; 
retired  as  councillor  of  mines  in  1763;  and  died  1767,  at 
Boksholm.  He  was  married  in  1732  to  Christina  Ehrenholm, 
who  was  born  in  1705,  and  died  in  1770.  One  of  his  three 
sons  was  called  Hans  Emanuel. 

2.  Margaretha  Benzelia,  when  ennobled,  Benzelstjerna,  born 
March  17,  1708,  died  Dec.  27,  1772,  in  Copenhagen.  She  was 
married  in  1726  to  Prof.  Andreas  Norrelius  in  Upsal,  but  was 
divorced  from  him.§ 

*  The  portion  in  brackets  is  supplied  partly  from   other  parts    of  An- 
rep's  "Attartaflor,"  partly  from  the  "Acts"  mentioned  above. 

t  See  Anrep's  "Attartaflor,"  Vol.  IV,  292-294,  "Swedenborg,"  Table  1. 
i  See  "Anrep"  Vol.  I,  p.  149.     "Benzelstjerna,"  Table  2. 
§  See  "Biographiskt  Lexicon,"  Vol.  X,  p.  118.     "NorreKus." 
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3.  Dr.  Carl  Jesper  Benzelius,  was  born  Jan.  16,  1714,  in 
Upsal;  received  holy  orders,  1737;  was  appointed  curate  of 
the  Swedish  Church  in  London,  1738;  royal  court-chaplain, 
1741;  doctor  of  theology  in  Helmstadt,  1748;  professor  of 
theology  in  Lund,  1750;  Bishop  of  Strengnas,  1776;  received 
the  order  of  the  north-star,  1786;  and  died  in  Strengnas, 
1793.  Li  1748,  he  was  appointed  teacher  of  the  Swedish 
language  to  Princess  Louisa  Ulrica  [who  subsequently  became 
Queen  of  Sweden].  In  1751,  he  was  ennobled  together  with 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  but  he  retained  his  former  name  on 
account  of  his  being  in  holy  orders.  He  had  one  son  and 
four  daughters;  one  of  the  daughters  was  married  in  1783  to 
Jonas  Cederstedt,  the  councillor  of  mines. 

4.  Albrecht  Benzelius,  when  ennobled,  Benzelstjerna,  born 
Feb.  11,  1715.  He  was  manufacturer  of  all  sorts  of  woollen 
goods,  with  the  title  of  director,  and  died  in  1763  at  Dingelvik 
a  Dahl.  He  was  married  in  1743  to  Johanna,  daughter  of 
Timan,  the  administrator  of  crown-lands,  in  Linkoping.  One 
of  their  sons,  Lars  Benzelstjerna,  who  was  an  ensign  in  the 
Swedish  navy,  went  to  Copenhagen  in  1789,  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  fire  to  the  Russian  fieet;  his  plot  was  discovered, 
and  he  was  condemned  by  the  Danish  government  to  pass 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  a  fortress  in  Norway.  He  was, 
however,  subsequently  released. 

5.  Adolph  Benzelius,  when  ennobled,  Benzelstjerna,  born 
July  19,  1718;  entered  the  service  of  engineers  in  Sweden; 
ensign  in  the  Hessian  army;  lieutenant  in  the  French  army; 
lieutenant  in  the  English  army  in  1755;  engineer  of  fortifications 
in  America,  1761;  superintendent  of  forests  in  the  district  of 
Crown-Point;  died  at  Crown-Point  in  1775.  He  was  married  to 
Rebecca  Trauberg,  daughter  of  the  Swedish  pastor,  in  Racoon, 
New  Jersey,  and  Elisabeth  Andersdotter  Rudman.  His  daughter 
Anna  Ulrica  was  married  to  Thomas  Sparham,  M.  D.  of  Kings- 
ton, in  the  province  of  Quebec. 

6.  Ulrica  Benzelia,  when  ennobled,  Benzelstjerna,  born  May  14, 
1725,  died  May  5,  1766.  She  was  married  in  1740  to  the 
Bishop  of  Linkoping,  Dr.  Petrus  Filenius,^  who  died  in  1780. 
She  was  his  first  wife. 
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TaUe  II. 

Emanuel  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg  (son  of 
Jesper  Swedberg,  See  Document  9,  A.  Table  2),  born  Jan.  29, 
1688;  Assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines;  retired  in  1747.  Died 
unmarried,  March  29,  1772,  in  London,  at  Great-Bath  Street, 
Coldbath  Fields,  and  was  buried  in  the  Swedish  Church  in 
the  same  city.  He  is  the  Emanuel  Swedenborg  who  became 
world-renowned  on  account  of  his  visions  and  his  rehgious 
doctrines. 

TaUe  III 

Hedwig  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg  (daughter  of 
Jesper  Swedberg,  see  Document  9,  A.  Table  2),  born  Nov.  30, 
1690,  died  Dec.  19,  1728;  was  married,  July  18,  1714,  to  her 
sister's  brother-in-law,  Lars  Benzelius,  when  ennobled,  Benzel- 
stierna,^  who  was  born  in  1680,  and  died  in  1755.  His  second 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  1732,  was  Catharina  Insenstjerna, 
daughter  of  Commissary  Henric  Insen,  when  ennobled,  Insen- 
stjerna; but  all  his  children  are  by  his  first  marriage. 
Childeen  :* 

1.  Eric,  born  June  18,  1715;  auscultant  in  the  College  of 
Mines;  1735;  notary,  1744;  died  March  15,  1745,  at  the  Lind- 
fors  ironworks  in  Wermland,  and  was  buried  in  Spanga 
Church. 

2.  Jesper  Albrecht,  born  May  13, 1716;  volunteer  of  engineers, 
1736;  adjutant  in  the  same  corps,  1741 ;  lieutenant;  was  drowned 
during  the  Finnish  war,  March  30,  1743. 

3.  Lars,^°  born  at  Starbo  in  Dalecarlia,  April  4,  1719; 
student  in  Upsal,  1728,  in  Lund  1735;  master  of  arts,  1738; 
theological  tutor,  and  received  holy  orders,  1741;  professor  of 
Greek  in  Upsal,  1746;  professor  of  theology,  and  pastor  of 
the  Danmark  Church,  1747;  doctor  of  theology,  1752;  Bishop 
of  Westeras,  1759,  and  also  bishop  of  the  order  of  seraphims; 
member  of  the  order  of  the  north-star,  1784,  etc.;  died  Feb. 
18,  1800,  in  Westeras.  Was  married  to  Elisabeth  Maria 
Schonstrom    (see    Document  9,    A.    Table  3)    born   Oct.    24, 

*  See  "Am-ep"  Vol.  I,  p.  151,     "Benzelstjerna,"  Tables  14,  15. 
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1725,  died  April  8,  1801,  in  Westeras.  Their  daughter 
Catharina  Eleonora,  born  in  1751,  was  married  to  Bishop 
Baron  Carl  Eduard  Taul)e  of  Odenkat,  pastor  primarius  in 
Stockholm,  who  died  in  1785. 

4.  Hedwig,  born  in  1721,  died  the  same  year. 

5.  Carl,  born  Oct.  18,  1723;  auscultant  in  the  College  of 
Commerce,  1741;  vice-actuary  in  the  same  college,  1744; 
auscultant  in  the  College  of  Mines,  1745;  member  of  the  Court 
of  Mines  in  Falilun,  1748,  and  in  Sala,  1752;  fiscal  advocate, 
1756;  retired,  1759;  died  in  Stockholm,  April  3,  1808. 
Married  in  1758  Louisa  Sophia  Brath,  born  in  1739,  died  in 
1780,  at  Albo  in  Alands  parish  and  Upland,  daughter  of  the 
Olof  Larsson  Brath,  mine-owner  at  Fosked  in  "Wermland,  and 
Elsa  Johanna  Geijer. 

6.  Fredric,  born  March  10,  1726;  corporal  in  the  horse- 
guards;  lieutenant  in  the  French  army,  1745;  captain  in 
Stralsund,  1749;  died,  1750,  unmarried, 

Tahle  IV. 

Catharina  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg,  (daughter 
of  Jesper    Swedberg)   (see  Document  9,    A.  Table   2),    born 
April   18,    1693,   died  March  8,  1770.     Married  the  Dean  of 
Lidkoping,  Magister  Jonas  Unge.^ 
[Children:]* 

1.  Helena,  married,  first,  the  Vicar  of  Gothened,  in  the 
bishopric  of  Skara,  Dr.  Laurentius  Svenonis  Noring,  who 
afterwards  became  the  court  chaplain  in  chief,  and  died  in 
1757,  on  his  estate  Hanakra;  and  secondly.  Baron  Carl  Adam 
Silverhjelm,  at  Flisholt,  who  was  born  in  1719,  retired  in 
1764  as  colonel,  and  died  in  1771  (see  "Anrep,''  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  731). 

2.  Theophila,  born  in  1728,  died  in  1791;  was  married  to 
Baron  Fredric  Silverhjelm  (brother  of  Baron  Carl  Adam 
Silverhjelm),  at  Orsbyholm,  who  was  born  in  1726,  became 
colonel  of  infantry,  and  died  in  1783. 

*  These  are  all  the  children  of  Dean  Unge  whose  names  we  could  find 
in  our  researches. 
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3.  Jesper  Unge.* 

4.  Stina  Louisa  Unge.* 

Table  V. 
Jesper  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg^^  (son  of 
Jesper  Swedberg,  see  Document  9,  A.  Table  2)  at  Brandstorp 
in  Westergotbland,  born  Aug.  16,  1694;  lieutenant.  Married  in 
1727,  Christina  Silfversvard,  born  in  1708,  daughter  of  Major 
Gustav  Silfversvard  and  Marta  Reutersvard. 
Childeen: 

1.  Sara  Christina,  born  Dec,  11,  1727,  married  in  1752  to 
Sergeant  J.  Leijer. 

2.  Eleonora,  born  June  25,  1729,  died,  in  1791,  unmarried. 

3.  Emanuel,  born  Dec.  2,  1731;  ensign  in  Elfsborg's 
regiment;  captain;  died  in  1794.  Married  in  1771,  Christina 
Brita  Hellenstjerna,  daughter  of  Captain  Johan  Hellenstjerna 
and  Brigitha  Wetterman. 

4.  Anna  Marta,  born  June  30,  1733,  died  in  1773;  married 
in  1763,  Lieutenant  Johan  Georg  Bidderbjelke,  who  was  born 
in  1726,  and  died  in  1803. 

5.  Jesper  Gustav,  born  in  1736;  major;  died  in  1821.  (See 
Table  6). 

6.  Maria  Ehsabeth,  born  Dec.  29,  1737,  died  in  1822. 
Married  in  1770,  her  cousin,  David  Frolich,  clerk  of  the 
justice,  who  was  bom  in  1737,  and  died  in  1818. 

7.  Hedwig  Catharina,  born  Sept.  2,  1740,  died  in  1782; 
married  in  1760  the  master  of  ammunition,  Carl  Fredric  Holt. 

8.  Johanna  Gustava,  born  March  16,  1744,  died  in  1816. 
Married  about  1780,  Lieutenant  Carl  Jernfeltz,  as  his  second 
wife;  he  was  born  in  1732,  died  in  1802. 

9.  Ulrica,  born  May  29,  1745,  died  in  1802,  unmarried. 

10.  Magdalena,  born  June  30,  1748,  died  in  1798,  un- 
married. 

Table  VI. 

Jesper  Gustav  (son  of  Jesper  Swedberg,  when  ennobled, 
Swedenborg,  Table  5)  born  Oct.  23,  1736;  major  in  the  army, 

*  These  two  names  are  signed  among  others  to  a  document,  by  which 
Swedenborg's  heirs  hoped  to  regain  possession  of  his  MSS.,  wliich  had  been 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockliolm. 
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1785;  knight  of  the  order  of  the  sword;  died  in  1821  at 
Entorp,  near  Skara.  Married  in  1764,  his  cousin  Catharina 
Maria  Frolich,  born  in  1739,  died  in  1810,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Lieutenant  David  Frohch,  of  Stromsholm,  hy  his 
first  wife,  Annika  Gyllenhaah 
Sons  : 

1.  Jesper,  born  in  1765,  captain,  (see  Table  7). 

2.  Gustav,  born  in  1776,  assessor,  (see  Table  11). 

Table  VIZ 

Jesper  (son  of  Jesper  Gustav,  Table  6),  born  March  26, 
1765;  ensign  in  Skaraborg's  regiment,  1781;  lieutenant,  1786; 
captain  1796;  retired  in  1802.  Married  in  1788,  Catharina 
Elisabeth  Edman,  daughter  of  Captain  Gustav  Magnus  Edman; 
after  her  death  he  married  in  1801,  a  widow,  Edla  Henrica 
Lind,  daughter  of  Lieutenant -colonel  Bengt  Lind  of  Hageby, 
and  Gustaviana  Charlotta  Hammarhjelm. 
Childeen  : 

1.  Carl  Gustaf,  born  1795;  chamberlain,  see  Table  8. 

2.  Jesper  Emanuel,  born  1796;  captain,  see  Table  9. 

3.  Christina  Louisa,  born  1800;  married  in  1820,  Captain 
Pehr  Niclas  Palmcrantz,  whose  second  wife  she  was;  she  died 
in  1842. 

Table  VIIL 

Carl  Gustaf  (son  of  Jesper,  Table  7),  born  Jan.  25,  1795,  no- 
tary in  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Schonen  and  Blekinge;  justice 
in  Oxie,  &c.  in  Schonen,  1830;  chamberlain  in  His  Majesty's 
Court.  Married  m  1825,  at  Carlshamn,  Ulrica  Maria  E. 
Nolleroth,  born  in  1806,  daughter  of  Eric  Gustaf  Nolleroth, 
burgomaster  of  Carlscroua,  and  Ulrica  Mariana  Ridderstam. 
Sons  : 

1.  Carl  August  Emanuel,  born  Feb.  2,  1826. 

2.  Gustav  Eric  Oscar,  born  in  1828;  cadet  in  Carlberg; 
second  lieutenant  iu  the  Crown-prince's  regiment  of  hussars, 
now  (1849)  the  regiment  of  King  Charles  XV;  lieutenant,  1854. 

Table  IX. 

Jesper  Emanuel  (son  of  Jesper,  Table  7)  born  Feb.  17, 
1796;  ensign  in  Elfsborg's  regiment;  lieutenant,  1818;  cajjtain, 
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1826;  kniglit  of  the  order  of  the  sword,   1849;  retired   from 
the  regiment,  1851,   and   from    the    army    in    1855.     Married 
Anna  Charlotta  Fargersten  in  1824,  at  Entorp. 
Childeen  : 

1.  Pehr  Gustaf,  born  1825,  lieutenant,  see  Table  10. 

2.  Edla  Catharina  Sophia,  born  in  1829.  Married  in  1856 
Axel  Ferdinand  Leijer,  lieutenant  in  Elfsborg's  regiment. 

3.  Axel  Emanuel,  born  1833;  proprietor  of  Sjogard, 
Grofvared,  in  Westergottland.  Married  in  1861,  Elizabeth 
Ahlgren. 

Table  X. 

Pehr    Gustaf,    (son    of   Jesper    Emanuel,    Table    9),    born 
Nov.  3,  1825;  second  lieutenant  in  Elfsborg's  regiment,  1844; 
lieutenant,     1848.     Married     in     1858,    Catharina    Dorothea 
Sophia  Rosenberg. 
Children  : 

1.  Sigrid  Anna  Catharina,  born  1858o 

2.  Jesper  Gustaf,  born  1860. 

TaMe  XI. 

Gustaf  (son  of  Jesper  Gustaf,  Table  6),  born  Aug.  14, 
1776;  surveyor,  1803;  assessor;  died  in  1820.  Married 
in  1809,  Beata  Sophia  Sommelius,  daughter  of  Professor 
J.  Sommehus  and  D.  Held;  she  was  born  in  1779,  died  in 
1837. 

Sons  : 

1.  Jesper  Gustaf,  born  1810;  doctor  of  medicine.  See 
Table  12. 

2.  Sven  Herman,  born  1811,  assessor.     See  Table  13. 

TaUe  XII. 
Jesper  Gustaf  (son  of  Gustaf,  Table  11),  born  Aug.  7, 
1810;  doctor  of  medicine  and  master  of  surgery;  provincial 
physician  in  Calmar  Ian,  1848 ;  in  the  district  of  Marise- 
stad,  1860.  Married  in  1841,  Carolina  Fredrika  Zickerman, 
born  1812. 

Children  : 

1.  Carolina  Ebba  Beata,  born  1842. 

2.  Hedwig  Louisa,  born  1844;  married  in  1862,  in  Marisc- 
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stad,  HeiT  Johann  Eduarcl  Rosenlind. 

3.  Jesper  Gustaf  Henric  Herman,  born  1846. 

4.  Carl  Sigurd  Wilhelm  Emanuel,  born  1849. 

5.  Signe  Fredric  Amalia,  born  1853. 

6.  Agnes  Clara  Elisabeth,  born  1857. 

Table  XIII. 

Sven  Herman,  born  Nov.  13,  1811;  assessor  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  Sclionen  and  Blekinge,  died  1849.  Married 
in  1844,  in  Stoc|diolm,  Maria  Louisa  von  Seth,  born  1815, 
daughter  of  Chamberlain  Johan  Boman,  when  ennobled  and 
adopted,  von  Seth,  and  of  Louisa  Sophia  Cronacker. 

CinLDREN : 

Sophia  Louisa,  born  1845. 

Johan  Gustaf  Emanuel,  born  1847. 

TaUe  XIV. 

Margaretha  Swedberg,  when  ennobled,  Swedenborg  (daughter 
of  Jesper  Swedberg,  see  Document  9,  A,  Table  2)  born  Oct.  21, 
1695.    Married  Anders  Luudstedt,  captain  of  cavalry. 


DOCUMENT  10. 
BISHOP  JESPER  SWEDBERa. 

A  BIOGRAPHY* 

Bishop  Swedberg  is  one  of  the  few  churchmen  of  Sweden 
who  have  acquired  a  notable  position  in  Church  history;  and 
few  have  exercised  a  more  extensive  influence  upon  Swedish 
society  in  general.  Such  an  eventful  and  influential  life  as 
that  of  Swedberg  deserves  therefore  to  be  treated  in  detail, 
and  in  extenso. 

Jesper  Swedberg  was  bom  Aug.  28,  1653,  on  the  estate  of 
Sweden,  about  a  quarter  of  a  Swedish  mile  from  Fahlun,  where 
his  father  Daniel  Isaksson  ("Daniel  upon  Sveden")  was  a  miner 
and  mine-owner.  According  to  a  custom  of  the  times  which 
is  still  prevalent,  and  to  which  many  names,  more  or  less  pe- 
culiar, of  clergymen  owe  their  origin,  his  son  Jesper  was  called 
Swedberg,  after  the  estate,  while  another  of  his  sons  assumed 
the  name  Schonstrom.  His  mother's  name,  Anna  Bullernsesia, 
is  even  a  more  remarkable  instance  of  this  custom,  being 
the  Latinized  form  of  the  parish  of  BoUnas  in  Helsingland.  His 
mother's  father  was  the  minister  of  Svardsjo,  Magister  Peter 
Bullernsesius,  on  account  of  whose  supposed  papistic  tendencies 
a  great  noise  was  made  by  another  clergyman  of  "Stora 
Kopparberget"  [the  Great  Copper-mountain].  The  memory  of 
his  maternal  grandfather  was  held  in  great  esteem  by  Swed- 
berg, and  he  had  great  respect  for  his  faith,  although  it  had 
been  stigmatized  as  heretical,  and  for  the  witness  which  he 
bore  to  the  truth,  even  by  his  writings  (e.  g.  by  his  "colloquium 
christianum  cle  mendacio).     Swedberg's  parents  were  pious  and 

*  Taken  from  the  "Biographiskt  Lexicon,"  Vol.  XVI,  pp.  224-290,  an 
account  wiitten  by  C.  "W.  S. 
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gocl-feariug,  but  poor,  and,  according  to  his  own  testimony, 
"honest,  far  from  ^Yorklly  pride  and  luxury,  and  bent  upon 
speaking  the  truth."  According  to  Swedberg's  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment, his  mother  had  been  to  him  what  Monica  had  been 
to  Augustinus.  He  had  many  brothers  and  sisters,  and  his 
parents  looked  upon  their  numerous  progeny  as  riches  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word.  For  their  sake,  they  thought,  an 
unexpected  improvement  took  place  in  their  circumstances. 
In  the  Stora  Kopparberg  a  mine  had  long  remained  de- 
serted and  full  of  water.  Twenty-four  industrious  miners, 
among  whom  was  Swedberg's  father,  undertook  to  bring  it 
into  use  again.  To  enable  them  to  undertake  this  work,  they 
received  from  the  College  of  Mines  a  grant  of  extensive  pri- 
vileges. Their  enterprize  was  finally  crowned  with  such  suc- 
cess, and  "God  blessed  them  so  wonderfully,  that  they  became 
the  most  opulent  miners  of  those  times."  What  the  others 
assigned  as  the  cause  of  their  unexpected  fortune,  we  do  not 
know,  but  Swedberg's  parents  regarded  as  the  cause  that 
which  we  have  mentioned.  When  the  father  partook  of  a  meal, 
he  often  said,  "Thank  you,  my  children,  for  this  meal;  for  I 
have  dined  with  you,  and  not  you  with  me;  God  gave  me 
food  for  your  sakes."  Jesper  shared  his  father's  conviction. 
"It  is  really  the  case,"  he  added,  "that  you  must  never  grudge 
expenses,  if  you  desire  your  children  to  grow  up  well. 
Moreover,  we  often  notice  with  surprize  how  orphans  and  the 
children  of  widows  get  on  in  the  world  better  and  more 
rapidly,  than  those  who  have  their  parents'  care  for 
a  longer  time.  When  a  child  of  rich  parents  makes  his 
way  in  the  world,  people  say:  'Here  you  see  what  Avealthy 
parents  can  do— and  the  real  Father  in  heaven  receives  no 
honour  or  thanks.  But  when  the  children  of  poor  widows 
prosper  in  the  world,  people  say  justly:  'See  Avhat  God 
can  do.'" 

It  has  been  remarked,  as  something  significant  in  the  case  of 
not  a  few  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  the  Church,  that  they 
had  in  their  childhood  been  in  danger  of  losing  their  lives. 
Not  unfrequently  those  who  were  called  upon  to  arouse  the 
Church  to  life,  had  themselves  been  taken  up  for  dead.  Some- 
thing similar  Swedberg  noted  down  respecting  himself     Once, 
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during  the  spring-floods,  a  mill-stream  near  the  estate  overflowed 
its  banks,  when  the  mill  was  in  rapid  motion,  and  it  was  then 
that  Swedberg  was  in  danger  of  losing  his  life.  He  and  one  of 
his  brothers  were  standing  near  the  mill.  The  brother  climbed 
upon  one  of  the  beams  which  went  across  the  stream,  and  defied 
Jesper  to  follow  him.  Not  to  be  out-done  by  his  brother,  he 
made  the  attempt,  but  fell  into  the  stream,  and  his  feet  went 
under  the  wheel  so  that  the  mill  was  stopped.  After  great 
exertions  he  was  extricated,  but  he  was  then  without  signs 
of  life.  Animation  was,  however,  at  length  restored;  and 
his  strong  belief  in  the  guardianship  of  angels,  which,  as  far 
as  we  know,  he,  more  than  any  other  Swedish  author,  upheld 
and  exalted,  no  doubt  dated  from  this  period,  when  he  re- 
solved "never  to  forget  either  morning  or  evening,  to  com- 
mend himself  to  God's  keeping,  and  the  protection  of  the 
holy  angels." 

From  what  we  have  stated,  it  may  readily  be  concluded, 
that  Swedberg  had  the  benefit  of  early  and  excellent  instruction 
in  the  home  of  his  parents.  Afterwards  he  was  sent  to  the 
school  at  Fahlun.  Here  he  was  in  danger  of  being  frightened 
away  from  his  books  and  studies,  the  teacher,  as  then  too 
frequently  happened,  being  a  drunkard,  who  ruled  by  terror, 
rather  than  by  wise  guidance  and  kind  words.  But  the  desire 
for  learning  and  the  love  of  books  were  too  strong  in  the 
young  scholar  to  be  beaten  down  by  the  rod  of  Ale-Peter,  as 
the  boys  called  their  teacher. 

For  sons  brought  up  under  the  care  of  parents  of  this  class 
no  vocation  or  ofiice  has  usually  such  great  attractions  as  that 
of  the  ministry.  Even  in  the  sports  of  his  childhood,  Swed- 
berg used  to  imitate  the  functions  of  that  which  he  was 
destined  one  day  so  worthily  to  fill,  and  the  duties  of  which  he 
was  to  discharge  with  such  deep  earnestness.  He  read  the 
Bible  devoutly  himself,  and  zealously  to  the  people  that  used 
to  come  together  "for  hop  picking,"  as  well  as  on  other 
occasions.  "It  used  to  be  my  greatest  delight,"  he  writes  of 
himself,  "to  preach  to  these  people."  In  the  autumn  of  1666, 
when  he  was  thirteen,  he  was  sent  to  Upsal.  The  three  years 
he  spent  there  under  the  care  of  the  incompetent  preceptor 
S.  Elfving  he  regretfully  regarded  as  having  been  entirely  lost. 
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In  1669,  his  father  allowed  him  to  remove  to  the  new  High 
School  of  Lund,  where  he  had  a  relative,  Magister  P.  Holn), 
Professor  of  Oriental  Languages.  The  professor  was  a  just 
and  conscientious  man,  and  fi'om  his  instruction  and  the  daily 
enjoyment  of  his  company,  Swedherg  made  much  greater 
progress. 

Holm,  who  was,  if  we  may  trust  Swedberg's  judgment,  an 
accomplished  logician  and  metaphysician,  encouraged  his  pupil 
to  train  himself  in  dialectic  exercises.  Scheibler's  "Opus 
logicum  et  metaphysicum,"  together  with  Beckmann's  "Logic," 
he  had  fairly  to  grind  into  his  head ;  but  he  insisted  that  they 
were  not  of  as  much  use  to  him  as  a  "paper  of  pins."  On 
one  occasion,  when  there  was  to  be  a  disputation  for  degrees, 
Prof.  Papke  in  the  chair,  Swedberg  compiled  from  the  dis- 
putation, what  he  called,  "a  merry  paper,"  filled  with  empty 
metaphysical  terms,  read  it  aloud,  and  with  the  words  ."liisiwi 
toieatls  sodalcs"  (Restrain  your  laughter,  my  friends),  he  broke 
up  the  disputation,  and  moved  towards  the  door.  Samuel  Puffen- 
dorf,  who  was  present,  is  said  to  have  praised  him  for  this 
youthful  exploit.  Possibly,  he  ventured  upon  it,  because  he 
was  sure  of  approval  from  tliis  quarter;  for  Swedberg  was 
intimate  with  Puffendorf,  and,  as  is  well-known,  this  learned 
man  was  opposed  to  anything  that  would  lead  to  mere  pedan- 
try. This  much  is  certain,  that  Puffendorf  exercised  an  im- 
portant influence  not  only  on  Swedberg's  scientific  education, 
but  also  on  the  whole  of  his  after  life. 

Swedberg  describes  in  the  following  words  the  freer  views 
of  life,  wliich  he  acquired  on  his  removal  to  Lund:  "When 
1  went  to  Upsal  I  was  dressed  in  blue  stockings,  Swedish 
leather  shoes,  and  a  simple  blue  mantle.  I  never  ventured  to 
go  forward  in  Church,  but  always  remained  near  the  benches 
of  the  common  people.  But  in  Lund  I  became  as  worldly- 
minded  as  the  rest.  I  procured  for  myself  a  long,  black 
wig  (I  too  was  dark  and  tall),  to  this  I  added  a  large,  long 
over-coat,  and  above  all  a  scarf  over  my  shoulders,  such  as 
worldly-minded  people  wore.  In  my  own  opinion,  there  was 
no  one  equal  to  me :  I  thought  all  should  make  room  for  me, 
and  take  off  their  hats  very  humbly  in  my  presence."  There 
is  both  jest  and  seriousness  contained  in  this  self-description; 
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Swedberg  ridicules  the  pettiness  of  the  one  and  the  arrogance 
of  the  other,  and  is  grieved  at  the  part  he  himself  took  in  it ; 
at  least  he  did  not  "follow  his  times"  in  these  things  long. 

In  the  year  1674,  he  returned  to  Upsal,  after  having  first 
visited  Copenhagen  and  several  towns  of  Zealand.  On  his 
arrival  in  Upsal,  the  student  from  Lund  created  quite  a  sen- 
sation. His  plan  in  life  had  been  determined  in  his  early 
years.  He  applied  for  a  theological  scholarship  to  the  pro- 
fessor of  theology,  Magister  Brunner,  who  was  dean  of  the  faculty 
that  year.  Brunner,  astonished  at  the  student  dress  of  Lund, 
which  Swedberg  had  not  yet  laid  aside,  looked  at  him  sharply, 
crossed  himself,  and  asked  whether  he,  who  was  dressed  in 
such  a  worldly  manner  and  in  court  costume,  desired  to  become 
a  minister  of  the  gospel.  Swedberg  did  not  wait  to  be  asked 
this  question  a  second  time.  He  went  home,  took  off  the 
offensive  garb,  and  purchased  a  simple  greyish-black  cloak; 
and  this,  he  added,  was  done  just  at  the  right  time.  Brunner, 
who  probably  did  not  limit  his  examination  to  his  outer  man, 
discovered  the  talents  which  lay  concealed  within.  Li  short, 
after  two  years,  he  took  Swedberg  into  his  own  house,  as 
private  tutor  to  his  son  Sebastian.  "In  Brunner's  house,"  he 
said,  "I  learned  much  that  was  good,  both  in  respect  to 
manners  and  literary  acquirements,  but  especially  I  learned 
how  to  lead  a  pious,  honourable,  and  serious  life:  for  he  him- 
self was  spiritually  minded  both  in  his  conversation  and  in  his 
intercourse  with  others,  in  his  dress  and  in  his  whole  being." 
In  the  same  year  (1676)  he  took  part  in  a  disputation  upon 
the  third  part  of  the  treatise  De  usu  et  valore  consensus  Patrum 
in  dogmatihus  ecclesiasticis  (On  the  use  and  value  of  an 
agreement  of  the  Fathers  in  the  dogmas  of  the  church),  by 
P.  Hudbeck,  who  was  then  a  professor,  but  soon  became  a 
bishop ;  he  also  pronounced  the  funeral  oration  on  the  occasion 
of  the  death  of  A.  Thermsenius,  the  lector  of  the  Greek 
language  in  Westeras.  He  had  likewise  an  opportunity  of 
exercising  himself  in  preaching  in  Brunner's  prebend,  Danmark ; 
and  after  he  had  to  mourn,  in  1679,  the  departure  from  this 
life  of  his  fatherly  friend,  he  preached  for  three  years  in  the 
church  of  the  prebend,  during  the  years  of  grace  [i.  e.  during 
the  time  when  the  widow  of  the  late  prebendary  was  allowed 
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to  occupy  the  parsonage  and  enjoy  the  emoluments  of  the 
office].  In  1681  he  defended  the  first  disputation  which  he  had 
written  himself,  Professor  A.  Norcopensis  in  the  chair;  next 
year  he  passed  his  examination  as  candidate,  defended  his 
disputation  for  obtaining  a  degree,  and  received  the  degree 
of  Magister.  On  Feb.  12,  1685,  he  was  ordained  by  Bishop 
Carlsson  of  Westeras.  The  same  year  he  became  pastor  to 
the  regiment  of  the  guards ;  at  all  events  he  then  entered 
upon  its  duties.  On  this  subject  he  says,  "About  the  same 
time  I  received  from  the  Honourable  Colonel  Rarasvilrd,  without 
any  application  on  my  part,  the  appointment  of  pastor  of  his 
Majesty's  regiment  of  the  guards,  after  Magister  Isogseus." 

In  the  years  1684-85,  he  undertook  a  journey  abroad,  after 
having  obtained  the  royal  permission.  About  the  middle  of 
the  summer  of  1684,  he  went  to  England.  The  severe  church 
life,  and  especially  the  sanctity  with  which  the  Sundays  are 
kept,  made  a  deep  impression  upon  him.  In  London  and 
Oxford  he  spent  three  months,  and  enjoyed  there  the  learned 
intercourse  of  Bishop  Fells  and  the  great  philologist  Bernhardi. 
In  discussing  the  subject  of  church  union,  for  which  Bishop 
Fells  laboured,  he  expressed  himself  to  Bernhardi  in  the  following 
language:  "For  this  purpose  the  Lord's  hand,  an  impulse  from  the 
Highest,  prayer,  and  a  peace-loving  disposition  are  required." 
In  France  he  learned  to  respect  the  excellent  care  which  the 
Eoman  Catholic  Church  takes  of  the  poor  and  needy,  in  noticing 
"how  the  wealthier  members  of  the  community  went  out  in 
the  evening  into  the  streets  and  lanes,  to  look  after  the 
poor,  the  sick,  and  those  without  shelter ;  how  distinguished 
ladies  and  countesses,  dressed  in  common  garments,  sought 
the  sick  and  the  helpless,  and  exhibited  towards  them  as 
much  mercy  as  they  w^ould  towards  their  own  blood  relations." 
Afterwards  he  went  through  Lorraine  and  Alsace  to  Strasburg. 
Here  he  enjoyed  lodging,  board,  and  hospitality  iu  thu  house 
of  Bebel,  the  professor  of  theology  and  church  history,  and 
formed  also  an  invaluable  intimacy  with  the  learned  and  pious 
theologian    S.  Schmidius.*     These  two  men  he  revered  in  his 

*  Sebastian  Schmidius,  whose  translation  of  the  Bible,  published  at 
Strasburg  in  1696,  was  used  by  Swcdberg's  son  Emanuel  Swt-denborg  in  the 
preparation  of  his  theological  writings. 
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after  life  as  his  "two  spiritual  fathers."  As  the  whole 
direction  of  Swedberg's  mind  was  pietistic,  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word,  he  desired  very  much  to  visit  Spener  in  Frankfort; 
but  as  this  founder  of  the  Pietists  was  ill  at  the  time,  he 
had  to  give  up  the  hope  of  having  this  desire  fulfilled.  In 
the  year  1685,  he  left  Strasburg,  and  visited  Heidelberg, 
Mannheim,  and  other  places.  In  Mannheim  he  became  acquainted 
with  a  Lutheran  clergjanan,  who  with  great  zeal  defended  in 
a  disputation  his  thesis,  that  we  must  say,  "Vater  unsef  [in 
the  Lord's  prayer],  and  not  "  Unser  Vater",  as  his  opponent 
maintained.  With  such  petty  disputes  the  theologians  at  that 
time  frequently  busied  themselves,  for  lack  of  something  better. 
This  was  not  the  only  dispute  of  the  kind  that  Swedberg  was 
obliged  to  listen  to  during  his  journey.  In  Giessen  he  fell  in 
with  the  theologians  Clodius,  Hannekenius,  and  Arcularius; 
but  more  valuable  to  him  seems  to  have  been  his  acquaintance 
with  Ludolphus,  in  Frankfort  on  the  Main.  Among  other 
tilings  he  related  of  this  man,  that  he  "was  very  well  dis- 
posed towards  the  Swedes,  thinking  a  great  deal  of  them," 
that  he  had  himself  been  in  Sweden,  travelling  about  every 
where,  and  that  he  was  the  only  one  whom  Swedberg  met  in 
his  journey  with  whom  he  could  converse  in  Swedish.  "The 
correctness  of  Ludolphus's  remark  that  there  had  never  been 
published  in  Sweden  a  Swedish  grammar,  Swedberg  was 
obliged  to  admit  with  a  blush  of  shame."  From  Frankfort  he 
continued  his  journey  down  the  Rhine  to  Holland,  taking  a 
look  at  the  towns  of  Mayence,  Cologne,  and  others,  where  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  more  closely  acquainted  with 
the  superstition  of  the  Catholics,  and  he  coidd  do  this  so 
much  the  better,  because  at  Easter  this  superstition  exhibits 
itself  in  its  greatest  nakedness.  On  May  19,  he  came  to  Leyden, 
where  he  spent  several  days,  enjoying  the  society  of  Pro- 
fessors Jacob  Gronovius  and  Stephen  Le  Moine;  the  former 
of  whom  is  well  known  from  his  treatise  respecting  Judas 
Iscariot,  in  which  he  proves  that  the  traitor  was  not  torn  in 
two,  but  was  strangled  to  death.  From  Holland  he  went 
by  sea  to  Hamburg,  where  he  stayed  two  months  and  a  half, 
during  which  he  became  very  intimate  with  the  learned 
Oriental  scholar  Edzardus,  with  whom  he  lodged  and  boarded. 
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In  this  learned  man  Swedberg  saw  the  priesthood  in  its  noblest 
aspect.  He  took  part  with  great  satisfaction  in  the  doctrinal 
classes  which  Edzardus  held  every  Sunday  afternoon  with  his 
young  people ;  he  praised  his  zeal  in  the  conversion  of  the 
Jews,  and  saw  with  delight  how  he  laid  his  hands  upon  the 
heads  of  his  grown  up  children,  and  blessed  them,  "just  as 
the  patriarch  Jacob  blessed  his  sons  Ephraim  and  Maiiasseh, 
and  just  as  Christ  blessed  the  little  children;"  and  8wed- 
berg  added,  "I  am  unable  to  describe  in  what  a  godly  and 
earnest  manner  this  man  lived;  may  God  bless  his  soul  in 
His  eternal  kingdom !"  We  must  be  pardoned  for  dwelling 
so  long  on  the  persons  on  whom  Swedberg  himself  loved  to 
dwell  so  much;  for  from  these  he  received  impressions  which 
exercised  a  great  influence  on  his  own  sphere  of  activity. 
The  time  now  drew  near  when  Swedberg  had,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  royal  permission,  to  hasten  home  to  his 
own  country.  On  July  30,  he  travelled  from  Hamburg  to 
Lubeck,  which  he  left  on  the  2nd  of  August  for  Stockholm, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  7tli. 

The  regiment  to  which  Swedberg  was  attached  as  chaplain, 
was  ordered  to  Upland;  so  that  he  had  not  much  to  do  with 
it.  Immediately  after  his  return  home  he  therefore  removed 
to  Stockholm,  "to  preach  by  higher  orders  to  the  court, 
and  perform  the  same  kind  of  service  as  the  other  royal 
chaplains ;"  he  supplied  the  pulpit  also  for  the  royal  chaplain, 
S chafer,  for  a  whole  year,  without  any  recompense.  His 
ministerial  disinterestedness  was  severely  tried  about  this  time; 
for  his  predecessor,  Isogaius,  claimed  one  half  of  the  income 
of  his  regimental  chaplaincy  for  the  year  he  was  abroad; 
and  Swedberg  stood  this  trial  so  well,  that  he  yielded  to 
the  claim,  without  wasting  another  word  upon  it.  He  even 
rejoiced,  almost  like  a  cliild,  at  his  having  been  able  to  bear  it, 
as  may  be  judged  from  his  own  words,  "How  good  and  ex- 
cellent it  is,  not  only  to  read,  teach,  and  preach  God's  Word,  but 
also  to  live  in  agreement  with  it,  and  to  practise  it  accordingly  ; 
especially  for  us,  ministers  of  the  gospel !  I,  therefore,  always 
pray  King  David's  beautiful  prayer :  'Incline  my  heart,  0  Lord, 
unto  Thy  testimonies,  and  not  to  covetousness.'  So  httle  was 
1  ever  troubled  about  receiving  my  stipend,  that  I  never  sent  a 
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reminder  to  a  farmer  who  owed  me  his  tithe,  hut  was 
satisfied  with  what  he  gave  of  his  own  free  wilh  I  had 
so  much  to  read,  write,  and  preach  about,  that  I  never  had 
either  the  time  or  the  desire  for  such  things;  neither  have  I 
become  poorer  thereby,  nor  been  defrauded." 

Although  Swedberg  looked  on  his  appointment  to  the  chaplain- 
cy of  the  regiment,  as  allowing  him  much  time  for  his  studies 
and  ministerial  work,  still  it  must  not  be  thought  that  on 
that  account  he  neglected  his  duties  as  chaplain.  On  the 
contrary,  he  fulfilled  them  with  the  same  zeal  which  he  dis- 
played in  everything  he  undertook.  He  did  not  content  him- 
self with  preaching,  but  also  gave  his  regiment  regular 
instruction  in  the  catechism.  We  will  allow  him  to  give 
his  own  account  of  this.  "In  my  duties  with  the  regiment  of 
guards,"  he  says,  "with  God's  grace  I  gave  satisfaction  to 
high  and  low,  although  I  was  not  indulgent  -with  them,  either 
in  preaching  or  calling  them  to  account.  I  examined  them 
dihgently  in  the  catechism,  in  accordance  with  the  royal  orders, 
at  every  muster,  and  at  all  their  meetings — yet  in  the  mildest  and 
most  moderate  manner.  They  had  not  before  been  accustomed 
to  this.  Wherefore,  whenever  they  saw  me  coming,  they  trembled, 
as  they  afterwards  told  me,  much  more  than  when  they  went 
into  battle  with  the  enemy.  But  after  I  commenced  talking 
with  them  in  an  affable  and  mild  manner,  telling  them  stories 
from  the  Bible,  and  strengthening  them  in  their  faith  and 
in  their  Christian  course  of  life,  the  company  which  I  had 
examined  first  would  not  go  away,  when  another  came  in 
to  be  examined,  but  they  all  pressed  around  me,  and  almost 
bore  me  down.  The  ofiicers  also  voluntarily  sat  around  the 
table,  and  engaged  with  me  in  good,  useful,  and  edifying 
discourse.  Once  I  made  a  promise  to  the  whole  regiment, 
which  consisted  of  upwards  of  1,200  men,  that  on  the  next 
muster,  which  took  place  once  every  year,  I  would  present 
every  man  who  could  read  with  a  copy  of  Archbishop 
Dr.  Swebilius'  catechism.  I  also  wrote  in  these  books  the 
names,  about  300,  of  all  those  who  could  read.  A  year  after- 
wards, when  the  whole  regiment  was  mustered  near  Upsal, 
nearly  600  could  read.  This  amounted  to  600  dalers  in  copper; 
for  each  catechism  cost  a  daler.     My  promise  I  had  to  keep, 
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and  to  honour.  I  went  to  his  Majesty  (Charles  XI)  at  the 
castle,  and  in  all  humility  made  him  acquainted  "with  tliis ; 
he  immediately  pulled  out  his  purse  filled  with  ducats,  took 
a  handful,  and  gave  them  to  me  without  counting  them." 

Fresenius  says,  that  a  proper  fulfilment  of  the  duties  of 
a  royal  chaplain  is  the  most  difficult  thing  in  the  world. 

Few  have  done  justice  to  this  office,  as  Swedberg  did.  It 
is  true  he  had  a  court  to  preach  to,  where  there  were  ears 
open  to  hear  the  truth,  as  we  know  of  the  pious  Queen  Ulrica 
Eleonora,  and  even  Charles  XI  used  to  listen  to  the  testimony 
of  the  truth;  and  this  was  also  uttered  by  Swedberg  with  a 
frankness  which  proved  that  he  filled  his  office  without  respect 
of  persons.  To  the  schools,  which  were  in  a  lamentable 
condition,  his  care  was  especially  directed.  Here,  however, 
he  had  to  break  through  thick  ice.  He  knew  no  better  method 
than  to  present  his  wishes,  both  in  private  and  public,  to 
the  King.  Accordingly,  on  Friday,  May  4,  1686,  he  dehvered  a 
sermon  in  the  castle  at  Ulriksdal,  where  the  King,  the  Queen, 
the  Queen-dowager,  the  Crown-prince,  and  many  courtiers  were 
present.  His  text  was,  "The  children  of  Israel  did  as  their 
fathers  before  them  had  done."  This  text  gave  him  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  some  sharp  observations,  in  which  he  showed 
the  necessity  for  the  Christian  instruction  of  children,  and  for  the 
institution  of  schools.  Towards  the  close  of  the  sermon  he  said, 
"I  w^ill  tell  you,  your  Majesties,  what  God  has  spoken  about 
you,  in  the  Old  Testament,  viz.  that  kings  ought  to  be  the 
labourers  of  the  Church,  and  princesses,  its  nurses.  This  word 
is  certainly  not  obeyed,  by  appointing  certain  persons  to  act 
as  godfathers  and  godmothers  in  your  stead.  No,  you  must 
take  better  hold,  you  must  actually  promote  the  education  of 
the  young,  must  see  that  the  schools  and  their  teachers  are 
doing  well,  and  that  every  thing  is  put  in  proper  order."  He 
expressly  mentioned  the  country  of  Sweden,  and  the  city  of 
Stockholm,  as  places  where  the  gravest  abuses  prevailed.  A 
week  after,  he  delivered  a  sermon  on  the  same  subject.  Being 
very  fond  of  illustrations  and  parables,  he  introduced  school- 
children as  dramatis  perso)ue]  he  let  them  state  their  own 
necessities,  and  showed  with  powerful  words  how  little  all  the 
polish  of  culture  and  refinement  could  do  to  replace  the  want 
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ol  spiritual  training  both  in  schools  and  in  the  Church.     The 
King  allowed  the  words  of  the  severe  preacher  their  full  force, 
by  immediately    afterwards    collecting   information   about   the 
actual  condition  of  the  schools.   One  of  the  clergymen  of  Stock- 
holm, Magister  Iser,  was  summoned.     The  King  asked,  "How 
is  it  with  the  schools  in  the  capital?     They  are  talked  about 
in  sermons."     "By  whom?"  asked  Iser.     "It  does  not  matter", 
answered  the  King.     "What  is  said  about  them  in  sermons  ?" 
"That  the  teachers  are  good  for  nothing,  and  that  we  must 
get  better   ones,"    replied  the  King.     Iser  said,   that  so  long 
as  the  pay  was   so   small,  we   could  not  expect  to   get  better 
teachers.    The  King  expressed  his  displeasure  that  he  had  never 
been  informed  of  this  before;   he   wished  to  raise  the  pay  of 
all   the   teachers    in    the    land ;   and  he    sent    the    same    day 
to    Swedberg,    whom    he    overjoyed   by    declaring  to   him  his 
determination  to  do  so.      "I   thanked  him  most  humbly,"  he 
writes,    "but  I  added,  I  have   a  better  proposition  to   make, 
by  which  the  same  result  will  be  obtained,  without  burdening 
your  Majesty's  exchequer.     Issue  an  order  for  the  government 
of  schools  ;  that  henceforth  schoolmasters  shall  have  an  honour- 
able  rank   among   the  better  classes;    and   that   after  having 
served   industriously   and  well   in  the  schools  for  thi-ee  years, 
they    shall  be   presented   with  a  good  curacy.     In  tliis  case 
Johan  Lohe,  Hildebrand^  and  other  rich  and  distinguislied  men 
would  send  their  sons  into  the  schools,  and  we  should  get  good 
teachers."     On    the    same    day,    the    King   sent    Virsenius  to 
Swedberg  commanding  him  to  serve  as  ordinary  royal  chaplain. 
How  he  looked  upon  this  call,  appears   from    his  own  words, 
where  he  points  to  Amos  vii.    12.   13.     "Thou  seer,  go,  flee  thee 
into    another   land,   and    there    eat  bread,  and    prophesy  not 
again  at  Bethel:    for  it  is  the  King's  chapel,  and  the  King's 
house."      On  the  other  hand,    he  was  afraid  of  incurring  the 
royal  displeasure,   if  he  should  not  accept  the   oifer,  because, 
with  Fresenius,  he  looked   upon  this  office  as  the  most  difficult 
in  the  whole  world.      Tliis  new  dignity  produced  little  change 
otherwise   in  the  work   he   hitherto  had  been  doing,   for  with 
the  exception  of  "a  considerable  rise"  in  rank,  he  was  obliged 
to  perform  this  duty  without  remuneration,  and  to  continue  to 
do    so   for  four  years   (1686-1689).      When   the  question  was 
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of  salary  and  not  of  service,  others  were  preferred,  who  under- 
stood how  to  press  themselves  forward ;  and  "this,"  added 
Swedberg,  "was  also  much  better  for  me."  It  was  satisfaction 
enough  for  him  to  know  that  he  had  a  sincere  friend  in  the 
King,  "who  was  not  displeased,  but  rather  liked,  when  an 
earnest,  zealous  servant  of  the  Lord  preached  severe  truth,  and 
did  not  keep  anything  in  the  background,  but  stood  forward 
boldly,  proving  everything  clearly  from  God's  "Word,  without 
doing  it  violence."  So  did  Swedberg ;  he  kept  nothing  back,  but 
preached  the  naked  truth,  even  if  the  refined  sensiljilities  of 
the  higher  classes  should  thereby  be  wounded,  Tliis  indeed 
frequently  happened.  For  instance,  it  was  a  difiicult  duty  for 
him  to  denounce  the  hardness  with  which  his  royal  friend 
carried  out  the  policy  of  reduction;*  but  as  he  looked  upon 
this  as  his  duty,  truth  carried  the  day,  and  put  into  his  mouth 
the  words  of  Micah,  Chap,  iii,  from  which  he  undauntedly  deduced 
such  an  application  as  could  not  fail  to  be  understood:  "Ye 
hate  the  good,  and  love  the  evil ;  ye  pluck  off  their  skin  from 
tliem,  and  their  flesh  from  off  their  bones,  and  eat  the  flesh 
of  my  people ;  and  when  ye  have  flayed  their  skin  from  off 
them,  ye  break  their  bones  also  in  pieces,"  &c.  An  ofiicer 
of  the  reduction,  who  was  among  the  hearers,  went  to  the 
King,  and  asked  him:  "Shall  the  parson  speak  in  this  style  ?" 
The  King  asked  him  significantly :  "Did  the  parson  confirm 
his  sermon  by  God's  AVord?"  When  the  complainant  was 
obliged  to  give  an  affirmative  answer,  the  King  put  an  end  to 
it  with  this  reply:  "If  the  parson  has  God's  Word,  the  King 
has  nothing  to  say  against  it."  The  King  also  never  withdrew 
his  favour  from  Swedberg,  in  spite  of  efforts  made  to  bring  this 
about.  Swedberg  could  therefore  write  as  follows:  "The  King's 
favour  towards  me  became  every  day  more  ovei'flowing;  the 
King  also  said  to  me,  once  when  we  stood  alone  in  the  castle, 
and  spoke  together:  'You  have  many  enemies.'  I  then  said, 
'A  servant  of  the  Lord  is  not  good  for  much,  if  he  has  no 
enemies.  Look  upon  the  prophets,  the  ajjustles,  and  Christ 
himself.     What  enemies  and  antagonists  did  not  Christ  have  ?' 

*  That  is,  the  policy  of  seeiuestratioii  exercised  against  the  niauorial  rights 
of  the  liobility. 
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Of  the  King's  favour,  lie  received  many  new  proofs.  In  the 
year  1790,  the  King  made  him  pastor  in  Vingaker  without  any 
request  on  his  part.  Within  a  year  afterwards  he  received  a 
new  decree,  appointing  him  dean  of  the  cathedral  of  Westeras> 
through  the  influence  of  Count  Lars  Wallenstedt,  who  was 
governor  there  at  the  time.  Between  this  governor,  however, 
and  Bishop  Carlsson  already  mentioned,  there  was  a  continual 
feud,  and  this  was  the  reason  why  the  peaceable  Swedberg 
would  not  accept  the  office,  although  one  of  the  King's  in- 
ducements for  endeavouring  to  make  him  accept  it  was,  that 
he  would  have  a  good  opportunity  of  making  peace  between 
them.  Meanwhile  Swedberg  mentioned,  as  one  of  the  reasons 
why  he  desired  to  remain  in  Vingaker,  "the  good  order 
which  existed  there  in  the  church. "  In  the  same  year  the 
pastorate  of  Hedemora  was  offered  to  him,  after  Morseus,  but 
he  refused  also  this  royal  favour.  Trials,  however,  went  hand 
in  hand  with  these  distinctions.  And  according  to  his  own 
testimony,  he  became  thereby  more  zealous  and  more  energetic 
in  the  pulpit ;  yea,  the  more  he  had  to  suffer  from  the  hate  and 
ill-will  of  his  enemies,  the  more  he  endeavoured  to  receive, 
and  to  overflow  with,  God's  grace  and  love.  We  adduce  the 
following  proof. 

On  the  17th  Sunday  after  Trinity,  1690,  he  preached  in 
the  Cathedral  near  the  castle.  Their  Majesties  were  present. 
The  rubric  prescribes  a  sermon  on  the  holiness  of  the  Sabbath. 
Swedberg  followed  this  command  faithfully.  To  preach  about 
hallowing  the  Sabbath,  without  at  the  same  time  preaching 
about  not  hallowing  it,  would  be  difficult  for  any  one  to  do, 
but  this  was  still  more  difficult  on  the  present  occasion. 
That  the  holiness  of  the  Sabbath  was  violated,  he  dared  to 
ascribe,  in  the  first  place,  to  those  whose  business  it  was 
to  exercise  some  care  and  watchfulness  in  enforcing  the  royal 
orders,  but  who  did  not  perform  their  duty.  He  could  scarcely 
have  made  his  sermon  more  trenchant,  if  he  had  had  to  preach 
it  at  this  day,  when  the  marching  of  soldiers  and  going  to 
theatres  are  the  order,  or  rather  the  disorder,  of  the  Sabbath- 
day.  Who  will  dare  entirely  to  exculpate  him  from  the 
weakness  of  having  in  his  zeal  tliouglit  of  a  certain  person,^ — a 
sin  which  not  unfrequently  mars  the  purest  zeal  ?     But  enough, 
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there  was  one  present  who  considered  himself  thus  reflected 
on — it  was  the  chief-governor,  His  Excellency,  Count  Chr. 
Gyllenstjerna.  He  took  up  the  matter  very  warmly,  and  the 
vindictive  looks  which  during  the  sermon  he  fastened  upon 
Swedbcrg,  were  the  harbingers  of  what  was  soon  to  follow. 
Before  the  sun  could  go  down  upon  his  wrath,  he  went  to  the 
first  royal  chaplain  Wallin,  and  took  out  a  summons  against 
the  scolding  preacher, — that  on  the  following  day  he  should 
appear  and  justify  himself  before  the  Chapter.  Through  the 
Count's  secretary  Collin  he  was  accordingly  accused  before 
the  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral.  In  agreement  with  chapter  6. 
of  the  Royal  Statutes,  he  was  to  lose  his  possessions,  life,  and 
honour — enough,  indeed,  for  one  condemnatory  sermon.  Swed- 
berg  was  called  in,  and  he  requested  permission  to  answer  the 
points  of  accusation  in  writing.  His  Excellency  drew  up  a 
charge  containing  the  following  points,  which  were  presented 
to  Swedberg :  1.  That  his  Majesty  during  the  sermon  had  iiis 
royal  eyes  constantly  fixed  upon  him,  likewise  the  other  lords ; 
2.  That  the  King  during  dinner  made  some  remarks  upon  the 
sermon.  His  Excellency  also  desired  Swedberg  to  state  a 
single  fact,  known  to  His  Excellency,  which  he  did  not  at 
once  take  in  hand.  This  was  accompanied  by  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Consistory  of  the  town,  in  which  His  Ex- 
cellency was  warmly  thanked  for  the  great  assistance  and 
help  he  had  given,  whenever  an  application  was  made  to 
him.  Swedberg  insisted  that  "His  Excellency  should  appear 
in  person,"  and  declared  himself  ready  to  answer  for  what 
he  had  preached.  He  insisted  on  this  principally  because 
His  Excellency  had  accused  him  in  a  matter  which  concerned 
the  whole  clergy.  On  Oct.  29,  Swedberg  appeared  with 
his  defence,  but  His  Excellency  did  not  make  his  appearance. 
The  president  of  the  ecclesiastical  court  was  prejudiced 
against  Swedberg ;  and  when  he  uttered  hard  words  and 
threats  against  him,  Swedberg  told  him  to  remember  the 
dignity  of  his  position,  and  not  to  indulge  in  invectives  against 
either  of  the  parties.  "I  protest,"  he  said,  "once  for  all 
against  everything  that  has  thus  far  been  brought  forward  in 
this  matter,  for  the  following  two  reasons.  First,  because 
the  law  of   the  Church  requires  that  every  one  who  has   any 
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case  to  bring  before  the  Chapter,  sboulcl  appear  in  person;  and 
Secondly,  because  the  pretended  proofs  of  the  governor-in- 
chief  were  accepted  by  the  chapter  without  being  deposed 
upon  oath,  which  is  never  omitted  even  in  the  smallest  matter 
of  justice.  Besides,  all  priests  have  by  a  solemn  oath  pledged 
themselves  to  keep  the  law  of  the  Church  in  all  particulars, 
which  yet  they  forego,  e.  g.  in  the  order  that  baptisms 
sliould  take  place  publicly  in  Church,  which  the  authorities 
pass  over  in  silence."  He  said  further,  "Although  faith, 
and  law,  and  sacred  pledges  may  be  forgotten  by  others,  and 
set  aside,  yet  we  priests  ought  to  keep  them  inviolate.  We 
priests,  I  say  it  sobbing,  who  with  our  hands  upon  the  Lord's 
glorious  Bible,  with  bent  knees,  at  the  Lord's  altar,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  holy  angels,  have  by  a  solemn  oath  pledged 
ourselves  to  keep  the  law  of  the  Church.  With  that  hand,  I 
say  it  sobbing,  which  we  should  lift  up  to  God  in  prayer, 
with  that  hand  with  which  we  should  bless  God's  people,  the 
little  children  in  baptism.  It  were  better,  indeed,  never  to 
take  an  oath  at  all,  than  to  become  such  scandalous  perjurers. 
For  we  priests  must  live  in  accordance  with  our  oath,  and  not 
according  to  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people,  according 
to  law,  and  not  according  to  our  likes  and  dislikes."  Gyllen- 
stjerna's  answer  came  in  on  ]^ov.  5,  but  his  not  appearing 
personally  he  excused  by  alleging  indisposition.  In  his  answer 
he  asks  for  some  further  information.  The  same  he  did  again, 
in  a  paper  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month.  He  could  not 
help  considering  his  honour  and  reputation  attacked  by  Swed- 
berg,  when  he  spoke  of  some  one  taking  pay,  and  not  doing 
his  duty,  and  when  he  added  injury  to  his  unbecoming  be- 
haviour, in  publicly  attacking  a  person,  -without  first,  according 
to  the  law  of  the  Church,  going,  and  speaking  to  him  of  his 
faults  in  private.  For  this  reason  also  GyUenstjerna  insisted, 
tiiat  Swedberg  on  account  of  this  sermon,  "should  recant  in 
public,  and  retract  his  words  in  the  same  place  in  which  he 
had  spoken  them ;  and  as  to  the  rest,  that  he  should  receive 
an  appropriate  reproof  and  well-deserved  correction  from  the 
Consistory."  Swedberg  retorted,  1.  That  he  had  never  meant 
His  Excellency  personally;  2.  and  with  regard  to  the  other 
points,  it  was  not  the  dutv  of  priests,    to  report  cases  of  dis- 
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order  to  His  Excellency,  &c.  The  Consistory  insisted  that 
the  matter  should  be  closed,  and  counselled  a  reconcihation. 
On  Jan.  21,  1691,  the  president  of  the  consistory  and  Isoganis 
went  to  His  Excellency,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Consistory 
endeavoured  to  move  him  to  a  reconciliation.  He  showed  him- 
self inclined,  and  "inasmuch  as  Swedberg  did  not  mean  nor 
single  him  out  in  particular,  but  as  a  just  and  zealous  priest 
exposed  sins  and  shortcomings  in  general  in  his  castigation," 
therefore  His  Excellency  was  willing  to  forget  "what  had 
happened,  leaving  it  in  the  option  of  the  Consistory  to  give 
an  official  correction  to  Swedberg,  so  that  in  future,  in  ex- 
posing sin,  he  should  select  his  words  more  carefully." 

Another  picture  of  the  times  ought  to  be  added  to  this 
serious  aftair,  Avhich  we  shall  relate  here.  The  Church  law 
of  Charles  XI  was  not  five  years  old,  and  yet  had  been 
transgressed  to  such  a  degree,  that,  as  we  heard  Swedberg 
observe  in  his  defence,  it  had  become  the  general  custom  in 
towns — although  it  was  a  breach  of  the  law — for  the  baptism  of 
children  to  take  place  in  private  houses,  and  not  in  the  Church. 
It  happened  about  this  time  that  a  daughter  was  born  to 
Swedberg.  He  accordingly  went  up  to  the  King  and  asked  him 
humbly,  whether  he  should  have  his  child  baptized  according 
to  the  fashion  of  Stockholm,  or  according  to  the  law  of  the 
Church.  The  King  could  not,  without  contradicting  himself, 
answer  otherwise  than,  "according  to  the  law  of  the  Church." 
"Yes,  but  I  cannot  do  so,  because  in  that  case  I  shall  get 
neither  a  priest  nor  godparents."  The  King  was  pleased 
with  Swedberg's  boldness,  and  so  interpreted  it,  as  if  he  invited 
the  King  himself  to  be  godfather.  The  royal  marshal  was 
appointed  to  represent  the  King.  The  Queen  was  invited  also, 
and  consented.  Nevertheless,  Isogteus  refused  to  baptize  the 
child.  Swedberg  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  lodge  a  complaint 
on  the  subject  before  Count  Johan  Stcnbock,  the  royal  marshal, 
who  "svith  the  following  sharp  and  severe  words  reproved  the 
conduct  of  the  rebellious  priest :  "Are  you  too  good  to  baptize 
a  child,  when  I  in  the  King's  place  am  godfather  ?  What 
kind  of  priest  are  you  who  are  unwilling  to  observe  the  law 
of  the  Church?  How  can  you  claim  to  judge  other  trespassers 
of  the  law?"     The   baptism  consequently  took  place.    But  in 
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the  door  of  the  vestry  stood  Schafer,  another  priest,  "one  of 
the  right  kind"  who  asked  jeeringly:  "What  sort  of  comedy 
are  you  playing  there  ?"  Swedberg  who  had  heard  the  latter 
part  of  his  speech,  answered:  "God  shall  one  of  these  days 
play  comedy  with  you,  if  you  call  tliis  holy  work  and  this 
godly  act  a  comedy!" 

What  encouragement,  but  at  the  same  time  also  what 
temptation  to  self-exaltation,  does  there  not  lie  in  such  marks  of 
favour,  as  the  above,  which  were  shown  to  Swedberg!  There 
is  still  more  reason  for  such  an  exclamation  in  the  promise  His 
Majesty  made  him  one  day :  "Ask  of  me  what  you  will,  and 
you  shall  have  it."  This  was  an  instance  of  royal  favour, 
such  as  few  besides  him  have  ever  experienced;  it  also  was 
a  fiery  trial  through  which  he  had  to  pass,  and  which  few  have 
endured  as  well  as  he.  "From  that  day,"  so  he  confesses,  "I 
became  more  serious  and  more  earnest  in  everything  I  spoke 
and  in  everything  I  represented,  so  that  I  never  asked  for 
anything,  either  for  myself  or  for  my  family ;  not  even  a  half 
farthing's  worth;"  but  he  asked  for  other  deserving  men,  as 
well  as  for  the  needy,  whose  cause  he  advocated  in  his  most 
approved  style,  and  his  petitions  were  always  granted ;  he  also 
spoke  in  favour  of  schools,  academies,  churches,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  godly  books.  "When  I  found  that  I  had  ever 
freer  access  to  His  Majesty,  I  prayed  to  God  fervently,  that 
I  might  not  exalt  myself  in  consequence,  nor  abuse  this 
favour;  but  that  I  might  make  use  of  it  for  the  honour  of 
God's  name,  for  the  service  of  His  Church,  and  for  the  sake 
of  the  common  welfare,  performing  faithfully  the  duties  of 
my  office,  knowing  the  inconstancy  of  royal  favour,  especially 
when  enemies  and  envious  persons  find  something  to  insinuate 
and  to  gossip  about.  On  this  account  I  observed  the  following 
two  rules  at  court :  fii^st,  never  to  meddle  in  anything  that  did 
not  belong  to  my  office,  and  least  of  all  in  political  or  worldly 
matters ;  secondly,  never  to  speak  ill  of  any  person,  not  even 
of  my  worst  enemy  or  persecutor."  There  is  not  a  shadow 
of  doubt  that  Swedberg  kept  his  word ;  and  it  was  no  small 
matter  he  had  proposed  to  himself.  When  he  was  asked 
for  his  advice,  in  appointing  any  one  to  an  office  or 
occupation,  it  might  well  happen  that  he  did  not  always  pro- 
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pose  the  fittest  person,  but  certainly  always  the  one  of  whose 
fitness  and  merit  he  was  liimself  convinced.  His  own  words 
are:  "When  his  Majesty  asked  me  for  a  suitable  clergyman 
for  some  pastorate,  and  I  mentioned  one  whom  I  knew  well, 
saying,  he  was  of  the  olden  times  and  neither  frivolous  nor 
trifling,  then  he  was  quickly  called,  and  appointed  by  a  royal 
order.  Thus  many  a  one,  not  knowing  how  it  happened,  re- 
ceived a  rich  and  fine  living." 

Let  us  now  follow  Swedberg  to  the  place  where  he   re- 
mained the  shortest  time,  but  where  he  spent  liis  happiest  hours. 
This  was  at  Vingaker,  whither  he  removed  before  the  summer 
of  1692.     "We   have  already   seen  how  soon  his  affections  en- 
twined around  the  members  of  this  country  church.     As  for 
the  rest   we   may  let  Swedberg  liimself  describe    his  relations 
with  these  people,    and  the  satisfaction   he  experienced  there. 
"The  affection  and  love  which  existed  between  the  congregation 
and  myself  can  scarcely  be  described.     They  sufficiently  mani- 
fested  their   good-will   towards    me  by  pulling   down  the   old 
dilapidated   parsonage,   and  building-  in  its  stead  a  new   one 
with  many  comfortable  rooms,  without  any  expense  to  myself. 
I  received   there  so  many   marks   of  kindness  and   affection, 
that  scarcely  a  day  passed  without  their  providing  me  richly 
with    everything   necessary   for    housekeeping.      At    first    this 
pleased  me  very  much,  but  it  afterwards  fairly  oppressed  and 
scared  me."     It  went   so  far  that   he  could  with  good  con- 
science say  to  them,  "You  have  entertained  me  as  an  angel." 
And  we  may  safely  add,  they  had  good   cause  for  doing  so. 
In  their  affection  for  him  he  had  a  rich  compensation  among 
other  things  for  the  benefits  he  bestowed  on  the   widow  and 
children  of  his  predecessor.     He  not  only  allowed  them  the 
use  of  the  parsonage-house,  fields,   and  meadows,  with  every- 
thing belonging  thereto  for  a  year,  but  he  surrendered  to  them 
a  half  of  the  income,  and  paid  all  their  taxes.     "Nor  did  I 
lose   anything  by  doing  so,"    said  he;   "for  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced, that  more  blessings  and  riches  accrue  from  the  prayers 
and  petitions  of  widows,  and  of  the    fatherless    and  afflicted, 
than  from  the  largest  pastorate." 

Before  accompanying  Swedberg  to  the  new  and  more  ex- 
tended sphere    of  action  to  which  he   was  soon  called  by  the 
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King's  favour,  we  wish  to  give  his  account  of  one  of  his  pre- 
decessors at  Vingaker,  J.  Baazius,  who  died  in  1681  Arch- 
bishop of  UpsaL  "Dr.  Baazius  came  to  Vingaker  to  let  the 
people  hear  him,  so  that  they  might  say  whether  they  wished 
him  for  their  minister.  He  was  a  pious  and  dignified  preacher^ 
and  had  formerly  been  Queen  Christina's  royal  chaplain.  After 
the  service,  he  asked  the  people  how  they  liked  him.  They 
all  kept  silence.  He  asked  them  again,  but  received  no 
answer.  He  asked  them  a  third  time,  but  still  they  remained 
silent.  He  then  said,  'I  see  you  do  not  like  me,  I  will  not 
therefore  remain.  I  was  sent  hither  by  the  government  and 
my  bishop,  or  I  should  not  have  come.'  An  old  grey-haired 
man  then  rose,  and  said,  'Thank  God,  you  have  a  beard, 
you  shall  be  welcome.'  Baazius  said  '"What  do  you  mean  by 
my  having  a  beard?'  The  peasant  answered,  'They  said  that 
you  were  a  child;  this  is  no  congregation  of  children.  God 
be  praised  you  have  a  beard;  you  shall  be  welcome.  Our 
respects  to  the  Queen,  and  say  we  are  obliged  to  her.' "  This 
Swedberg  heard  from  Baazius  himself 

Swedberg  was  in  Stockliolm,  where  he  had  gone  to  remove 
his  furniture  to  Vingaker,  when  he  was  surprized  by  receiving 
from  the  King  an  appointment  to  the  third  theological 
professorship  in  Upsal.  The  appointment  was  followed  by 
a  letter,  in  which  the  King  expressed  his  "gracious  hope  that 
Swedberg  would  accept  this  charge,  as  a  token  of  God's  dis- 
pensation and  the  King's  favour;  that  he  would  consequently 
lay  aside  private  considerations,  and  consent  to  accept  this 
ofl&ce,  and  with  his  customary  industry  and  zeal  propagate 
pure  evangelical  doctrine, "  &c.  The  King  knew  his  man, 
even  as  to  his  custom  of  "praying  to  be  excused."  He  was 
faithful  to  this  habit  even  in  the  present  case ;  but  "notwith- 
standing my  entreaties  to  be  excused,"  he  says,  "I  had  to 
give  way."  He,  nevertheless,  thought  that  on  the  present 
occasion  there  were  more  reasons  why  his  desire  to  remain- 
where  he  was  should  be  granted,  than  when  he  begged  to 
be  released  from  liis  appointment  to  Westeras.  He  repre- 
sented to  liimself  that  for  ten  years  he  had  been  unaccustomed 
to  all  academical  duties;  as  in  the  case  of  AVesteras,  he  also 
took  into  account  the  differences  and  controversies  which  then 


Doc.  10.]  BISHOr  JESPER  SWEDBERG.  115 

prevailed  "among  the  theologians"  in  Upsal,  among  whom 
was  one  (Bilbcrg),  who  did  not  even  follow  God's  Word  to 
the  extent  of  attributing  to  it  authority  in  natural  things, 
defending  the  opinion  that  the  Sacred  Scripture  is  only- 
addressed  to  the  vidgar. "  Ho  presented  these  reasons  to 
the  King;  but  when  he  found  that  neither  was  of  any  avail, 
he  said  to  him,  "Well  then,  in  the  Lord's  name,  as  it  is 
useless  to  refuse,  it  shall  be  so.  I  will,  with  God's  help,  do 
my  best;  only  I  must  ask  your  Majesty  to  stand  by  me,  and 
protect  me  from  intrii,^ning  enemies."  "That  we  will  do," 
said  the  King.  Swedberg  then  stretched  out  his  hand 
saying,  "Your  Majesty  will  give  me  your  hand  upon  this," 
and  the  King  did  so.  On  the  10th  of  November  Swedberg 
entered  on  his  new  function  at  the  University.  He  did  so 
with  his  heart  beating  between  fear  and  hope.  He  was 
afraid  of  the  odium  theologkmm,  a  "not  unfrequent  guest" 
in  universities,  especially  with  the  members  of  that  faculty, 
whose  principal  duty  it  should  be  to  repress  it.  His  fear 
was  not  ungrounded.  A  report  had  been  circulated  that,  "if 
this  pietist  came,  no  student  would  be  allowed  any  longer  to 
wear  either  a  sword  or  a  wig."  But  the  hope,  that  by  gentleness 
he  might  be  able  to  overcome  his  enemies,  was  not  altogether 
disappointed.  He  had  other  things  to  do  than  busy  himself 
with  the  wigs  of  the  students,  and  if  he  did  interfere,  this  did 
not  prevent  him  from  securing  the  affection  of  the  young  men, 
who  generally  have  a  warm  feeling  in  favour  of  everything 
noble  and  honest.  Swedberg  relates  several  instances  of  the 
young  men  giving  him  proofs  of  their  gratitude.  It  was  easy 
enough,  therefore,  for  the  King  to  keep  his  promise,  of  pro- 
tecting him  from  intriguing  enemies.  The  proofs  of  the  royal 
favour  still  increased.  About  a  month  after  his  an-ival  in 
Upsal  he  was  appointed  Rector  of  the  University.  He  ac- 
cordingly filled  that  office  during  the  year  of  jubilee,  which 
was  celebrated  on  Feb.  27,  1693,  and  following  days,  in 
remembrance  of  the  Council  of  Upsal.*  In  this  capacity  he 
prepared  one  of  the  programmes  for  the  festival.  Respect- 
ing his  share  in  this  feast  we  shall  say  more  elsewhere.     Here 

*  At  the  Council  of  Upsal  in  1593,  the  principles  of  the  Reformation 
were  formally  adouted  as  the  rehgion  of  the  country. 
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we  wish  to  mention  only  an  instance  of  his  zeal  as  Rector  of 
the  University,  as  gathered  from  his  own  account.  It  was  in 
the  matter  of  the  printer  Curio,  who  for  many  years  "claimed 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  from  the  university."  Curio 
gained  his  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  University  mill 
was  seized  and  kept  in  pledge  "until  the  last  penny  should 
be  paid.  Through  the  machinations  of  a  certain  individual 
(0.  Rudbeck)  the  time  for  making  an  appeal  had  gone 
by."  The  professors  prevailed  on  Swedberg  to  undertake  a 
journey  to  the  King.  He  had  an  audience  of  His  Majesty 
at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  gave  him  an  account  of 
the  matter,  including  Rudbeck's  machinations.  At  nine  o'clock 
he  appeared  before  the  Privy  Council.  At  twelve  o'clock 
he  received  a  favourable  answer  to  his  petition.  And  thus  by 
Swedberg's  assistance  the  University  was  in  a  few  hours 
relieved  of  its  debt,  and  of  the  costly  process  of  htigation, 
which  it  had  carried  on  for  nearly  twenty  years.  It  did  not 
however  pay  either  him  or  any  one  else  a  penny.  "Thus," 
he  adds,  "one  ought  to  work  for  the  general  good,  and  ought 
not  to  respect  his  own  comfort  or  advantage." 

Before  Swedberg  had  entered  upon  his  pastorate  at 
Vingaker,  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Committee,  which 
the  King  had  established  in  1686,  for  the  purpose  of  revising 
and  improving  the  translation  of  the  Bible.  The  work  of  re- 
vision progressed  with  great  rapidity,  indeed  too  rapidly  to 
inspire  confidence  in  the  result.  It  was  commenced  in  August 
1691,  and  finished  by  the  22nd  of  June  of  the  next  year. 
Swedberg's  zeal  was  indefatigable,  and  showed  itself  both  in 
hurrying  forward  the  work  and  in  furnishing  the  necessary 
means.  A  German  printer,  George  Burchardi,  probably  from 
Liibeck,  who  had  settled  in  Stockholm,  was  sent  abroad  for 
paper,  printing  apparatus,  workmen,  &c.  Swedberg  advanced 
him  50,000  dalers  in  copper  belonging  to  his  wife  and  childi-en, 
the  King  guaranteeing  him  against  loss.  Burchardi  came  back 
with  twelve  journeymen  and  one  foreman ;  and  a  large  quantity 
of  excellent  paper  from  Holland,  Germany,  and  Basle  was  sent 
after  him.  The  preparations  were  certainly  great,  yet  the 
whole  undertaking  miscarried.  Burchardi  with  his  macliinery 
waited  in  vain.     The    whole  of  this   as   well  as  a  later  work 
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was  shipwrecked,  partly  from  scruples  with  regard  to  its  utili- 
ty, and  partly  from  jealousy.  Ohjections  were  brought  for- 
ward by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  E.  Benzelius  [the 
elder],  who  opposed  the  changes  that  were  suggested,  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  too  sweeping,  declaring  that  in 
the  Swedish  Bible  "nothing  whatever  required  to  be  changed." 
The  jealousy  of  other  members  of  the  committee  no  doubt 
came  to  the  support  of  their  chairman's  opinion.  Other 
revisions,  and  the  King's  representations  to  bring  the  matter 
to  a  close,  were  alike  fruitless,  and  the  King  died  leaving  the 
work  unaccomplished.  When  the  Carolinian  Bible  appeared 
under  his  successor,  its  emendations  were  almost  entirely 
li.aited  to  orthographical  changes.  Swedberg  was  very 
much  pained  that  the  work,  on  which  he  had  laboured  with 
so  much  industry  and  self-sacrifice,  did  not  lead  to  any 
better  result. 

Swedberg  was  little  more  successful  in  his  attempt  to  im- 
prove the  Swedish  hymn  and  psalm  book,  which  constitutes 
one  of  the  brightest  pages  in  his  life.  In  respect  to  this 
work,  a  different  result  might  have  been  expected,  from  the 
co-operation  of  two  such  men  as  Swedberg  and  Spegel. 
Spegel  had  previously,  on  his  own  account,  made  some  im- 
provements in  the  old  psalm  book.  Hjiirne,  a  learned  man, 
and,  according  to  Swedberg's  judgment,  skilled  in  Swedish 
poetry,  thought  of  making  some  contributions,  to  supply  some 
of  the  defects  with  which  the  psalm  book  was  charged. 
Swedberg  and  Hjarne,  who  was  a  friend  of  his,  drew  up  a 
plan  for  its  improvement.  They  elaborated  their  plan  in  a 
private  dwelling,  unobserved  by  others;  "for  if  it  had  become 
known  what  they  were  engaged  upon,  envy  and  jealousy  would 
at  once  have  opposed  the  work."  They  selected  for  their 
&o-labourer,  a  common  friend,  Boethius,  Dean  of  Mora,  a 
judicious  and  pious  man,  who  had  to  suffer  evil  for  good. 
Every  week  he  sent  them  his  remarks  on  the  psalms  on  which 
they  Avere  engaged.  They  also  asked  J.  Kolmodin,  the  acting 
Bishop  of  Gothland,  to  associate  himself  with  them,  and 
toAvards  the  close  he  contributed  to  the  work.  The  most 
important  contributions,  however,  they  expected  from  Spegel. 
He  joined  in  their  work,   and  lent   to  his  brethren  his   own 
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hymns,  eacli  of  which  was  provided  with  its  own  tune,  several 
of  which  were  introduced  into  the  work.  At  last  Swedberg 
persuaded  even  Prof.  P.  Lagerlof,  "who  possessed  the  greatest 
technical  skill  in  everything  belonging  to  poetry,"  to  assist 
them.  The  principles  by  which  Swedberg  thought  they  ought 
to  be  governed  in  this  important  matter  Avere  these:  "The 
old  hymns  and  psalms  I  consider  it  most  useful  not  to  meddle 
much  with.  They  appear  to  me  like  old  ducats  and  rix- 
dalers,  which  are,  it  is  true,  rudely  coined,  uneven,  and  un- 
seemly, but  yet  are  of  good  metal  and  value.  I  take  more 
freedom  with  the  new  hymns." 

As  long  as  the  work  was  carried  on  privately  by  these 
devoted  and  vigorous  men,  nothing  occurred  to  interfere  with 
its  progress;  but  it  was  different  when  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  committees.  To  a  committee  Swedberg  himself  submitted 
his  work.  All  this  was  done  between  1691  and  1693.  When 
it  was  nearly  finished,  he  requested  of  the  King  that  the 
committee,  to  whom  the  revision  of  the  Bible  had  been  referred, 
should  report  on  the  psalm  book.  He  cannot  therefore  be 
charged  with  self-interest,  or  a  desire  to  avenge  himself  on 
the  committee  that  rejected  his  revision  of  the  Bible.  His 
request  was  granted.  But  not  satisfied  with  this,  he  requested 
also  from  the  King  that  the  whole  work  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  at  Upsal.  He  mentioned  all 
the  points  which  he  desired  to  see  fulfilled  in  the  printing  of 
the  hymn  book,  and  stated  all  the  particulars.  All  of  which 
were  approved  by  the  Chapter  of  Upsal,  who  suggested  only 
a  few  alterations.  The  King  was  delighted,  and  at  once 
ordered  that  the  psalm  book  should  be  printed.  But  Swedberg 
was  not  yet  satisfied.  The  Diet  was  to  meet  soon,  and  he 
proposed  that  the  work  should  be  submitted  to  the  House  of 
the  Clergy.  The  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee  consisting 
of  Bishops  Rudbeck  of  Skara,  Skytte  of  Calmar,  Gezelius  of 
Abo,  acting  Bishop  Kolmodin,  and  Deans  Duan  of  Koping 
and  Forselius  of  Alingsas.  Even  they  made  only  a  few  alter- 
ations; and  all  the  Houses  approved  of  the  work.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  longer  any  objection  to  its  being  printed,  and 
accordingly  in  1694-95  four  different  editions  of  it  were  printed, 
one  in  quarto,  one  in  octavo,  and  two  others  in  smaller  sizes. 
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But  scarcely  had  the  psahu-book  left  the  press,  Avhen  it 
was  severely  attacked,  and  suppressed.  Bishop  Carlssou,  by 
whom  Swedberg  had  been  ordained  into  the  ministry,  con- 
sidered himself  slighted  in  not  having  been  placed  on  the 
committee,  by  which  the  psalm  book  was  to  be  approved.  This 
was  really  the  heresy,  to  which  he  took  objection.  The  psalm 
book  was  charged  with  being  heretical.  Professor  Crispin  Jern- 
felt  of  Dorpat  wrote  some  derogatory  remarks  upon  it.  Bishop 
Carlsson  was  Jernfelt's  friend  and  brother-in-law,  and  on 
account  of  this  relationship  made  common  cause  with  him. 
They  were  joined  by  Lang,  acting  Bishop  of  Oesel,  who  after- 
wards became  Bishop  of  Linkoping,  and  he  began  a  hot  and 
dangerous  warfare,  where  there  was  no  enemy  to  contend 
with.  They  said  that  the  King,  together  with  Swedberg,  in- 
tended to  introduce  a  new  religion  into  the  country.  These 
charges  were  examined  by  Archbishop  SvebiKus,  Bishop  Carls- 
son's  father-in-law,  by  Bishop  E.  Benzelius  of  Strengniis,  and 
several  other  theologians;  and  after  a  lengthened  discussion 
on  the  Committee's  report,  in  the  presence  of  the  King,  by 
which  Swedberg's  innocence  was  clearly  established.  His  Ma- 
jesty, nevertheless,  ordered  the  whole  edition  of  the  "unfortunate 
Swedberg  psalm  book" — as  this  was  ever  after  called — to  be 
seized  and  detained,  until  the  bishops  of  the  realm  should 
meet,  and  either  adopt  or  condemn  it.  By  this  new  turn 
of  affairs  Swedberg  lost  upwards  of  30,000  dalers  in  copper. 
Some  of  these  books  were  made  use  of  in  the  Swedish  Church 
in  America ;  but  the  greater  part  became  mouldy  and  mildewed 
in  Skeppsholm. 

The  meeting  of  the  bishops  took  place  in  1695,  and  after 
examining  all  the  hymns  one  by  one,  they  raised  the  follow- 
ing points  of  accusation:  that  the  book  had  been  printed 
before  a  proper  notice  of  it  had  been  given  to  tlie  clergy 
generally;  that  several  psalms  which  the  clergy  had  approved 
were  excluded;  tluit,  on  the  other  hand,  many  were  introduced 
Avhich  had  not  been  previously  submitted;  that  there  were 
too  many  hymns  (483),  in  addition  to  the  Latin  psalms  approved 
in  the  year  1695,  which  had  been  retained  in  the  larger 
editions ;  and  l(ii<tbj,  that  some  prayers  were  added,  which 
had   the   appearance  of  containing  erroneous    doctrine.     Such 
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were  the  points  upon  whicli  they  rested  the  condemnation  of 
a  work  which  had  been  prepared  with  so  much  care  and 
judgment.  The  prayer  to  which  they  took  exception  had  been 
printed  before  in  the  appendix  to  the  psalm-book.  There  the 
Saviour,  our  Mediator,  is  called  upon,  as  being  not  only  the 
Son  of  God,  but  also  the  Son  of  man.  The  orthodox  bishops 
thought  this  savoured  of  Arianism. 

Judgment  had  been  passed,  and  was  irrevocable.  Who 
can  wonder  that  this  affair  deeply  grieved  Swedberg's  noble 
soul,  especially  when  he  reflected  upon  the  spirit  by  which 
his  opponents  were  animated?  They  tried  to  find  some  cause 
of  accusation  against  himself,  but  were  not  able;  it  would 
not  have  been  very  difficult  for  him  to  bring  charges  against 
them ;  for  most  of  them  furnished  grounds  for  such  in 
abundance. 

The  King  consented  to  the  resolution  of  the  Committee 
against  Swedberg,  but  did  not  agree  with  them  in  his  heart, 
and  "there  was  many  an  honest  councillor  who  did  not  approve 
of  their  judgment."  Swedberg  knew  this,  and  hoped  to  obtain 
indemnification  for  the  material  losses  he  had  suffered  by  the 
failure  of  a  work  which  at  first  had  such  fair  prospects.  He 
therefore  went  to  His  Majesty,  and  represented  to  him  how, 
without  any  fault  of  his  own,  he  had  come  into  this  position, 
which  was  rendered  more  painful  from  the  circumstance  that 
the  money  he  had  advanced  belonged  to  minors.  At  his  re- 
quest a  court  of  investigation  was  appointed  by  the  King,  by 
which  he  was  declared  innocent.  The  King  then  ordered  that 
20,000  dalers  in  copper  should  be  paid  to  him,  which  was  the 
value  of  the  copies  that  had  been  seized  at  Burchardi's.  The 
secretary  of  state  wanted  to  pay  him  with  an  order  on  Lap- 
land— perhaps  that  he  might  clear  something  for  himself  by 
this  arrangement.  But  the  King  would  not  listen  to  his  pro- 
posal. On  the  contrary,  on  hearing  Swedberg's  remonstrance, 
he  ordered  the  whole  sum  to  be  paid  to  him  at  once.  The 
remaining  30,000  dalers,  which  he  had  invested  in  this  work, 
he  lost  through  Burchardi,  "who  was  ruined  himself,  and  was 
ever  afterwards  somewhat  disturbed  in  mind."  Amid  all  the 
opposition  which  Swedberg  encountered  from  men,  he  comforted 
himself  with  the  rich  grace  of  the  Lord,   "who   also  restored 
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to  him  with  full  interest  all  he  had  lost."  "Yes,  thank  God," 
he  exclaims,  "so  sure  is  it,  that  no  one  remains  needy  in  the 
end,  Avho  bravely  devotes  himself  to  the  Lord's  honour,  to 
the  spread  of  His  Word,  and  the  salvation  of  souls  in  His 
Church !" 

AVas  it  from  pure  forgetfulness,  or  from  being  scrupulously 
observant  of  the  returning  season,  that  the  Bishops  of  Sweden 
celebrated  the  jubilee  at  Upsal,  so  soon  after  the  defeat  of 
the  eloquent  Upsal  professor,  in  the  work  he  had  done  for 
the  improvement  of  the  most  important  church  books  of  Sweden? 
To  answer  this  question,  it  may  be  useful  to  glance  at  the 
part  he  took  in  the  jubilee  in  1693.  He  was  ordered  to 
preach  the  jubilee  sermon.  It  was  delivered  on  the  3rd  of 
March,  in  the  presence  of  the  Bang,  the  Princes,  and  the  royal 
council.  His  text  was  taken  from  Psalm  xxxiv.  7,  in  reference 
to  the  fifteen  theological  doctors  appointed  on  this  occasion. 
In  the  course  of  the  sermon,  he  directed  attention  especially 
to  the  symbol  of  the  ring  with  which  the  doctors  were  in- 
vested. "Had  I  been  at  the  goldsmith's,"  he  said,  "when  these 
rings  were  ordered,  I  should  have  given  instructions  to  mark 
three  L's  upon  them,  so  that  the  doctors  might  ever  have 
them  before  their  eyes.  I  do  not  mean  hereby,  that  doctors 
ought  to  be  Lazy,  Laggard,  and  Lustful,  taking  a  delight  in 
the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this  world.  But  these  three  L's 
should  signify  Learning,*  Life,  and  Long-suffering ;  and  here- 
by is  meant  that  doctors  should  be  apt  to  teach  and  call 
sinners  to  repentance ;  that  they  should  live  uprightly,  leading 
a  blameless,  watchful,  and  sober  life;  not  drunken,  nor  bitter, 
nor  covetous;  and  that  they  should  be  wilUng  to  suffer,  for 
they  can  only  be  faithful  doctors  by  being  faithful  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  enduring  many  things  for  His  sake."  This, 
as  it  came  from  Swedberg's  lips,  was  no  mere  play  upon  words; 
for  upon  the  whole  circle  of  his  life,  these  three  L's,  which 
he  here  extolled,  were  deeply  imprinted. 

Swedberg's    colleagues    endeavoured   to   brand   him   as   a 
heretic.     The  King's  favour  had  sped  him  on  in  his  career  of 


*  In  Swedish,  as  in  some  other  languages,  the  same  word  means  both 
to  leani  and  to  teach. 
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preferment.  He  received  the  pastorate  of  Danmark,  where  he 
had  officiated  as  a  student,  for  a  prebend,  and  as  a  means  of 
increasing  the  salary  of  the  third  professorship.  In  the 
year  1694  he  was  appointed  first  professor  of  theology,  and 
dean  of  the  cathedral  of  Upsal.  Into  this  office  he  was  in- 
stalled by  Svebilius,  on  the  2nd  of  May,  1695,  and  consequent- 
ly about  the  time  the  hymn  book  was  under  consideration, 
when  Svebilius  helped  to  throw  suspicion  on  his  doctrine. 
On  the  15th  of  the  following  June,  Swedberg  defended  his 
theological  disputation.  This  took  place  in  the  presence  of 
the  King,  some  of  the  royal  councillors,  and  others  high 
in  authority.  Swedberg  rejoiced  at  his  preferment  with  a 
gladness  which  not  all  experience  who  are  advanced  to  high 
I)laces.  "It  is  incredible  and  indescribable,"  he  says,  "what 
courage,  consolation,  and  freedom  are  derived  from  a  pure  and 
lawful  vocation;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  how  much  those  are 
disheartened  who  have  not  this  comfort."  As  professor  he 
lectured  on  Hosea  and  Joel,  on  Paul's  epistles  to  the  Romans 
and  the  Ephesians,  to  Timothy  and  Titus,  on  the  Hebrews,  and 
also  on  the  epistles  of  Peter,  John,  and  James;  privately  he 
lectured  in  St.  Eric's  chapel,  which  existed  at  that  time,  on 
Durius'  moral  theology.  Theology,  both  when  delivered  from 
the  professor's  chair  and  from  the  pulpit  of  the  Church,  was 
with  him  a  matter  of  conscience.  At  the  close  of  every  lec- 
ture he  exhorted  the  students  to  the  exercise  of  a  sober 
Christianity.  He  often  presided  in  theological  disputations, 
and  not  unfrequently  he  had  professors  of  the  Gymnasium  as 
replicants.  As  pastor  and  preacher  he  was  indefatigable.  He 
preached  every  Friday,  as  well  as  morning  and  evening  on 
Sundays,  and,  with  scarcely  any  exception,  on  church  festivals, 
when  he  was  in  town.  Between  the  early  prayers  and  the 
morning  service  he  held  an  examination  on  the  catechism. 
These  examinations  were  attended,  not  only  by  the  youth  of 
the  town,  but  also  by  the  students,  both  nobles  and  com- 
moners. They  were  very  well  attended,  especially  during 
Lent.  "All  came,"  he  writes,  "gladly  and  of  their  own  accord; 
and  even  the  parents  attended  without  being  asked,  and  en- 
couraged their  children  by  their  presence."  He  never 
took    the    contribution    made    at  the   confession.      Whatever 
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■was  received  on  these  occasions  he  left  to  the  chaphxins. 
He  looked  upon  it  as  a  shameless  abuse,  when  anything  was 
demanded  from  the  communicants  before  going  to  the  Lord's 
table.  "If  Peter,"  he  said,  "should  rise  again,  he  would  say, 
Be  ye  consumed  with  all  your  money."  During  Swedberg's 
term  of  office  at  the  University,  perfect  concord  and  unity 
l^revailed  among  the  academical  teachers.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  his  presence  and  activity  greatly  contributed  to 
bring  about  this  happy  result.  "During  my  abode  in  Upsal," 
he  writes,  "which  was  over  ten  years,  I  experienced  this 
grace  from  God,  that  there  was  such  unity  and  trust  among 
the  teachers,  that  there  never  was  any  dissension.  I  lived  in 
the  large  square,  and  I  can  affirm  that,  during  these  ten 
years,  I  did  not  hear  ten  brawls  or  disturbances  in  the 
streets.  When  both  my  dwellings  were  burnt  doAvn,  in  the 
gl('eat  conflagration  on  the  night  after  Ascension  day,  the 
students  manifested  towards  me  so  much  kindness,  carrying 
out  and  saving  everything  except  the  fixtures,  that,  thank 
God,  I  suffered  little  harm;  and  such  pure  affection  they 
constantly  exhibited  towards  me  during  the  whole  of  my 
stay  amongst  them.  I  can  also  assert  that,  during  the  whole 
of  this  time,  His  Majesty  never  received  an  unfavourable  report 
from  the  university,  although  previously  these  reports  had  been 
very  unfavourable  indeed." 

With  regard  to  the  two  dwellings  mentioned  here,  one  of 
them  was  a  large,  new  stone  house  with  a  costly  establish- 
ment, in  the  large  square,  which  he  several  years  before 
(1690-1698)  had  built  for  himself.  It  is  interesting  to  hear 
him  speak  about  the  building  of  this  new  house.  "I  know,  and 
I  can  testify — for  I  was  always  present — that  not  the  least 
work  was  done,  that  not  a  single  stone  was  raised,  with  sighs 
or  a  troubled  mind,  but  all  was  done  cheerfully  and  gladly. 
No  complaint,  no  hard  or  disagreeable  word  was  heard,  no 
scoldings  and  no  oaths  were  uttered."  AVhen  the  house  was 
finished  in  the  autumn  of  1698,  he  inaugurated  it  by  inviting 
and  entertaining  all  the  poor  of  the  town.  He  and  his  wife 
and  cliildren  waited  upon  them.  Everything  was  done  in  an 
orderly  manner,  and  this  feast  of  charity  was  concluded  with 
singing,  prayer,  thanksgiving,  and  mutual  blessing.     When  he 
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saw  this  consumed  by  the  flames,  he  did  not  fail  to  dis- 
play that  calm  submission  with  which  he  bore  all  his  mis- 
fortunes. Two  days  afterwards  he  wrote  a  detailed  account 
of  the  fire  to  Princess  Ulrica  Eleonora;  and  in  his  letter  he 
entreats  the  royal  assistance,  not  so  much  for  himself,  as  for 
the  other  sufferers.  In  liis  usual  pious  manner  he  describes 
the  cause  and  the  effects  of  the  conflagration.  The  cause  he 
considers  to  have  been  "the  many  and  grievous  sins"  of  the 
people;  he  thinks  also  that  in  this  conflagration  it  could  be 
"seen  and  heard  plainly  that  the  fire  of  God's  wrath  was 
kindled.  God's  Word,  and  the  preachings  from  it,  are  no 
longer  of  any  avail  among  us;  therefore  God  must  preach  to 
us  in  such  a  fearful  and  terrible  manner."  His  own  losses 
on  this  occasion  he  mentions  only  in  passing.  But  he  adds, 
"If  only  the  Lord's  own  beautiful  house  (the  cathedral)  had 
been  preserved!  Our  losses,  although  they  are  very  great, 
can  be  repaired."  In  consideration  of  all  this,  he  hopes 
that  her  Royal  Highness,  "from  her  well-known  kindness  and 
charity,  will  represent  to  His  Majesty  their  necessities  and 
misery,  supporting  her  own  prayers  by  the  earnest  entreaties 
of  a  shepherd  for  his  unhappy  flock,  and  by  his  groans  and 
tears  for  the  destruction  of  the  beautiful  temple,  which  had 
been  an  ornament  to  the  whole  country,  and  where  many  of 
the  kings  and  noble  families  of  Sweden  had  found  a  final  resting 
place."  He  acknowledged  the  difliculty  of  providing  means 
during  the  present  warlike  times,  but  "if  no  other  means  can 
be  found  but  those  enjoyed  in  Stockholm  hy  the  actors  and 
actresses,''''  he  thinks  they  ought  to  be  employed  to  help  the 
distressed  town.  All  the  rest  he  leaves  to  the  Princess  to 
care  for.  This  letter  was  signed:  "Jesper  Swedberg,  an  afflicted 
pastor  and  servant  of  the  Church."  Four  days  after  this  he 
received  his  appointment  as  Bishop. 

Swedberg  did  not  share  the  apprehensions  which  most 
of  his  order  entertained,  when  they  saw  "the  young  hon"  be- 
ginning his  pranks,  after  the  death  of  the  old  King.  His  own 
open  and  frank  nature  did  not  miscalculate,  when  he  hoped 
to  obtain  a  hearing  from  the  famous  hero-son,  who  himself 
possessed  these  qualities  in  so  eminent  a  degree.  Tliis  ap- 
peared  even   in  the   year  1699,  in  a  matter  which  concerned 


Doc.  10.]  BISHOP  JESPEB  SWEDBERG.  125 

the  clergy.  A  proposition  had  been  made  in  the  Diet  of  1698, 
that  in  addition  to  the  extraordinary  tax  of  one-tenth  of 
their  income,  which  had  been  imposed  upon  the  clergy, 
another  tenth  of  that  which  had  already  been  reduced,  should 
be  paid  to  the  crown.  The  clergy  of  the  archbishopric  sent 
in  their  complaints  to  the  Chapter  in  Upsal.  Old  Svebilius 
thought  it  was  very  unseasonable  to  inconvenience  His  Majesty 
at  present,  while  he  was  so  much  occupied  with  his  warlike 
preparations.  The  clergy  ought  to  forbear,  and  wait  until 
"God  granted  better  times."  Swedberg  objected,  that  if  the 
clergy  were  -sn'ong  in  their  desire  for  relief  and  release,  their 
error  ought  to  be  pointed  out;  but  if  they  were  right,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Chapter,  as  the  natural  advocate  of  the  clergy, 
to  lay  their  complaint  before  the  King,  while  he  was  still  at 
home.  "If  you  are  so  bold,"  answered  the  other  members  of 
the  Chapter,  "then  go  yourself."  The  Archbishop  was  a  pious 
but  timid  man.  "Bold  I  am,"  answered  Swedberg,  "whenever 
I  can  do  anything  belonging  to  my  office,  which  it  is  desir- 
able should  be  done.  Give  me  my  commission,  and  I  shall 
go,  trusting  in  God."  The  offer  was  no  sooner  made  than 
accepted.  This  was  in  the  beginning  of  1699.  The  King 
was  then  in  Kungsor.  Swedberg  journeyed  thither,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Exchequer-College  in  Stockholm.  There  every- 
thing went  on  well,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  His 
Majesty  for  settlement.  Swedberg  then  drew  up  a  short  pe- 
tition to  the  King,  and  wrote  after  his  name,  "Genesis  xlvii.  22." 
"When  the  King  noticed  it,  he  asked,  "What  can  be  the 
meaning  of  this?"  Piper  answered:  "This  is  probably  his  symbol." 
The  passage  was  then  looked  up,  and  read.  "Only  the  land 
of  the  priests  bought  he  not;  for  the  priests  had  a  portion 
assigned  them  by  Pharaoh,  that  they  should  eat  (i.  e.  live 
upon)  it."  "Let  the  clergy  alone,"  said  His  Majesty,  "and  let 
them  have  what  they  have  been  accustomed  to  have."  This  royal 
decree  was  confirmed  in  1701.  When  Swedberg,  as  already 
observed,  came  to  Kungsor  (it  was  on  Friday),  "they  were  all 
fully  occupied  in  getting  up  the  necessary  dresses  and  mum- 
mery for  a  masquerade,  which  was  to  be  held  the  next  day." 
He  asked  Stromner,  the  clergyman  of  the  place:  "Cannot 
your  honour  preach  the  masquerade  out  of  the  heads  of  the 
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King  and  bis  lords?"  Stromner  -answered,  that  he  could 
not.  "Well  then,"  said  Swedberg  "let  me  preach."  This  was 
accordingly  done ;  and  with  his  customary  zeal  he  represented 
that  the  present  was  not  the  time  to  engage  in  such  sport,  and 
that  the  holiness  of  the  Sabbath  did  not  allow  Christians  to 
take  part  therein.  "I  am  afraid"  he  said,  "the  end  will  be, 
that  Sweden  will  never  more  forget  the  many  bloody  shirts 
in  which  she  is  clad."  There  was  no  masquerade  on  that 
day,  nor  on  any  day  afterwards.  Swedberg  adds,  "a  zealous 
Samuel  or  Nathan  is  a  sign  of  the  country's  welfare,  but  a 
flattering  Urijah  causes  much  misery." 

We  know  that  the  clergy  bore  their  full  share  of  the 
extraordinary  levies  which  the  long  Northern  war  required. 
An  order  had  been  issued,  wliich  was  executed  with  great 
severity,  by  which  every  pastor  was  obliged  to  equip  a  dra- 
goon, and  every  curate  a  foot  soldier.  It  was  natural  that  not 
only  the  clergy,  but  also  the  clerical  office,  should  suffer  from 
this  infliction.  But  this  order  was  given  by  a  King  who  had 
an  iron  will;  and  to  bring  about  a  change  in  his  resolution, 
a  more  than  royal  power  was  required.  Such  power,  in  a 
certain  sense,  was  possessed  by  Swedberg.  He  accordingly 
summoned  his  courage,  and,  calling  God  to  his  aid,  he 
wrote  a  "very  serious  and  impressive"  letter  to  Charles  XII, 
who  at  the  time  was  in  Poland,  in  which  he  represented  to 
him  in  strong  terms  the  oppression  under  which  the  clergy  la- 
boured. This  letter  was  dated  Dec.  21,  1705.  At  first  the 
members  of  the  Chapter  refused  to  attach  their  names  to  it, 
but  at  length  they  all  signed  it,  when  it  was  sent  to  the 
King.  It  was  referred  by  His  Majesty  from  Ravicz  in  1706, 
to  the  Defence-commission,  who  were  instructed  to  take  the 
complaints  of  the  Consistory  into  due  consideration,  and 
make  it  as  easy  for  the  clergy  as  possible.  This  relief,  how- 
ever, was  not  gained,  because  the  other  Chapters  had  ne- 
glected to  apply  to  the  King  at  the  same  time  as  the  Con- 
sistory of  Skara.  Swedberg  himself  had  to  suffer  for  his  zeal; 
for  the  Defence -commission  insisted  on  his  equipping  every 
year  two  dragoons,  although,  according  to  a  royal  order, 
all  who  had  suffered  from  the  conflagration  in  Upsal  Avere 
to    be    exempt.     Swedberg   bore   this   without    complaint,    for 
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"charity    does    not    seek    one's    own    good,    but    the    good    of 
others." 

"On  the  21st  of  May,  1702,  the  royal  decree  came,  by 
which  my  unworthy  self  v,as  to  become  the  Bishop  of  Skara. 
I  had  never  expected  this.  It  was  the  fourth  royal  decree 
I  had  received.  And  with  a  clear  conscience  I  can  declare 
before  my  God,  who  knows  everything,  that  I  never  coveted 
this,  never  opened  my  mouth,  and  never  stirred  a  step,  still 
less  gave  a  farthing,  to  obtain  it.  For  I  had  always  been 
an  enemy  of  all  importuning  and  bribery."  It  is  thus  that 
Swedberg  speaks  of  the  last  important  turning-point  in  his 
life.  This  decree  w^as  dated  from  Prague,  near  Warsaw.  On 
May  2,  1703,  he  presided  at  his  disputation  for  obtaining  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  theology,  and  on  June  1st,  he  obtained 
his  diploma  during  his  absence.  The  day  after  he  had 
occupied  the  chair  at  his  disputation,  which  was  a  fast-day, 
he  delivered  his  farewell  sermon  in  Upsal.  At  the  close  of 
the  service  he  was  installed  into  the  office  of  bisliop  by 
Bcnzelius,  at  the  same  time  as  Lars  Norrman,  who  had  at 
first  been  appointed  his  successor  as  dean  of  the  cathedral  of 
Upsal,  but  who  was  afterwards  appointed  Bishop  of  Gotten- 
burg.  On  the  Gth  of  July,  Swedberg  arrived  in  Brunsbo, 
which  he  called  his  Tusculanum.  Here  he  hoped  "to  be 
able  to  do  much  good."  And  if  many,  not  to  say  all,  bishops 
had  done  half  the  good  which  he  did,  the  outcry  against  the 
uselessness  of  the  episcopal  office,  which  is  now  so  frequently 
raised,  would  never  have  been  heard.  Immediately  after  his 
accession  to  oftice  he  undertook  journeys  ot  visitation,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  Church,  such 
as  every  bishop  ought  to  possess.  This  knowledge  he  in- 
creased by  instituting  a  visitation  every  year.  His  duties 
as  ephorus,  or  head  of  the  gymnasium,  he  discharged  with  the 
same  zeal  and  care.  In  this  connection  also  we  must  men- 
tion that  he  was  instrumental  in  establishing  a  printing-press 
in  the  cathedral  town.  There  was  no  apprehension  of  its  not 
being  fully  occupied  as  long  as  Swedberg  lived;  for  few 
have  committed  more  to  the  press  than  he,  certainly  few 
have  printed  a  greater  number  of  useful  and  able  works. 
The  report  of  his   activity   spread   far    and   wide,    and   even 
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reached  the  churches  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean.  This 
requires  a  separate  paragraph,  which  is  the  more  necessary, 
as  it  will  make  us  acquainted  with  a  work,  which  only  in 
later  years  has  been  appreciated  to  its  full  extent  in  our  own 
country — namely,  missionary  work. 

Swedberg's  attention  had  been  early  directed  to  this  ob- 
ject. From  Edzardi,  who  was  deeply  interested  in  the  con- 
version of  the  Jews,  he  had  received  the  information,  that  in 
Stade  there  was  a  very  ancient  endowment,  for  the  purpose 
of  converting  the  heathen.  The  income  from  Stade,  which 
was  under  the  Swedish  sovereignty,  accrued  then  to  the 
Swedish  crown,  and  was  appUed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  nobility  in  making  journeys.  As  the  benefit  of  this  en- 
dowment was  at  the  time  enjoyed  by  a  worthless  person, 
Edzardi  was  fully  justified  in  asserting,  that  "very  little  use 
was  then  made  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  converting  the 
heathen."  A  letter  from  the  distressed  Swedes  in  America, 
asking  for  clergymen  and  good  books,  arrived  in  1690,  ad- 
dressed to  the  post-master  in  Gottenburg.  He  forwarded 
the  letter  to  the  King.  His  Majesty  summoned  Swedberg 
(in  1695?)  in  order  to  obtain  his  advice.  Swedberg  reported 
his  conversation  with  Edzardi,  representing  to  the  King  the 
testamentary  application  of  the  endowment  in  Stade,  and 
how  it  was  abused.  Edzardi  proposed  that  this  fund  should 
be  applied  to  the  Jews;  Swedberg  now  proposed  that  it 
should  be  applied  to  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  among 
whom  the  Swedes  were  living.  "Otherwise  it  will  not  be  easy 
for  you  to  give  a  good  account  of  the  administration  of  this 
trust."  The  King  answered:  "The  means  shall  be  provided, 
and  they  shall  have  clergymen,  God's  Word,  and  the  ne- 
cessary books — only  select  for  me  useful  clergymen."  Matters 
stood  thus,  when  Swedberg  came  to  Upsal,  where  he  took  up 
the  matter  with  more  zeal.  A  letter  was  now  sent  by  the 
King  to  the  Archbishop,  requesting  him  to  supply  the  de- 
sired clergymen,  and  stating  that  the  King  "would  take  care 
of  their  journey,  and  would  supply  their  travelling-expenses." 
The  Chapter  of  the  cathedral  was  summoned,  and  Swedberg 
was   instructed   to   select  suitable  clergymen  from  among  the 
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students.  In  the  homiletic  exercises,  which  Swedherg  had 
among  the  students,  he  became  acquainted  with  a  candidate, 
Anders  Rudman,  whom  he  found  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
Rudman  himself  looked  around  for  colleagues.  Erik  Bjork,  a 
student,  was  proposed  and  accepted,  and  by  the  royal  order  a 
third,  Jonas  iiuren,  was  appointed.  These  were  ordained  into 
the  ministry  at  Upsal,  and  were  supplied  by  the  King  himself 
■vnth  the  necessary  funds  for  travelling.  Bjork  laboured  inde- 
fatigably  for  sixteen  years  in  America.  The  English  society 
De  jpromovemla  fide  christkma  aimd  gentiles  et  Judceos  (for  the 
promotion  of  the  Christian  faith  among  gentiles  and  Jews), 
offered  His  Majesty  their  thanks  for  his  Christian  care,  and 
in  1712,  received  Swedberg  as  one  of  their  members.  Tliis 
trust  he  administered  for  the  future  with  all  possible  zeal  and 
self-sacrifice,  so  that  he  kept  up  an  extensive  correspondence 
with  the  American  Church,  whose  Bishop  he  became;  nor  did 
he  withhold  from  them  severe  words  when  they  required  it. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  Swedish-Lutheran  missionary  stations 
were  in  a  flourishing  condition,  as  long  as  he  was  at  their 
head.  This  mission  was  continued  mi  til  1785,  when  the  Swe- 
dish government  withdrew  their  aid. 

The  attention  which  the  above-named  society  in  England 
paid  to  Swedberg,  was  due  also  to  his  episcopal  care  over  the 
Swedish  churches  in  Lisbon  and  London.  The  Swedish  consul 
in  the  latter  place,  Joach.  de  Besche,  had  made  an  application 
to  him  similar  to  that  of  the  Church  in  America.  The  con- 
sul's request  was  complied  with,  and  a  very  worthy  clergyman, 
Magister  Silvius,  was  sent  there.  The  Swedish  Church  in  Lon- 
don elected  Swedberg  as  its  Bishop  in  1725. 

Reverses  and  oppression  alternated  uninterruptedly  in 
Swedberg's  life  with  successes  and  distinctions.  He  had  often 
to  endure,  with  the  clergy,  persecutions  and  sufferings.  At 
one  time  he  had  to  defend  them  against  the  arrogance  of  the 
governor  of  the  province,  who  complained  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  discharged  their  duties.  In  the  year  1712,  the 
Bishop's  seat  in  Brunsbo  was  burnt  down;  "in  the  course 
of  two  hours  the  barns  and  out-houses  with  all  their  contents 
were  reduced  to  ashes,"  and  all  Swedberg's  books  and  manuscripts 
were  destroyed.     In  this    affliction   also    he    poured    out   his 
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sorrow  in  a  letter  to  Queen  Ulrica  Eleonora.  Herein  he 
said,  "I  acknowledge  sorrowfully  my  sins,  which  have  provoked 
the  wrath  of  God;  I  am  thankful,  however,  that  I  am  able 
to  bear  it  with  such  good  courage."  Quite  characteristic 
are  the  following  remarks:  "The  fire  had  reached  my  study, 
which  was  in  one  blaze  when  we  came  up;  all  my  books  and 
manuscripts  were  consumed.  But  what  was  wonderful,  Johannes 
Arndt's  "Garden  of  Paradise,"  and  my  own  "Exercises  in  the 
Catechism,"  were  found  lying  in  the  ashes,  with  their  binding 
only  partially  burnt;  from  which  I  conclude,  that  God  did 
not  altogether  reject  my  insignificant  work,  and  I  am  therefore 
cheered  to  labour  on  as  before,  according  to  the  measure  of 
grace  with  which  I  am  endowed.  I  also  saved  my  little  pocket 
Bible,  which  I  had  had  constantly  with  me  for  forty-four  years,, 
and  which  to  me  was  worth  as  much  as  a  hundred  volumes."  He 
found  "his  heart  much  relieved",  by  the  permission  he  received 
to  write  about  his  affairs  to  her  Majesty.  Ko  less  character- 
istic is  the  close  of  the  letter,  from  which  we  quote  the  follow- 
ing: "I  had  also  ready  a  tract  about  the  Northern  Lion,  on 
the  basis  of  a  dream,  which  a  councillor  in  Schmalkalden  had 
on  this  subject  in  1526.  In  his  vision  he  saw  everything  that 
has. hitherto  occurred  to  our  gracious  King,  and  he  promised 
a  good  and  blessed  result  for  all  Christendom,  a  result,  in  fact.. 
by  which  not  only  the  Turks,  but  also  the  heathen  and  the 
Jews,  would  be  converted  to  Jesus.  If  God  grant  me  life 
and  grace  I  shall  work  up  this  vision  a  second  time."  The 
letter  was  written  on  the  estate  of  B,anacker,  Avliither  Swed- 
berg  removed  after  the  conflagration.  Brunsbo  was  re-built 
the  same  year  more  splendidly  than  before.  Over  the  gateway 
he  placed  the  following  words:  Therefore  now  let  it  please 
thee  to  bless  the  house  of  thy  servant.     2  Samuel  vii.  29. 

Swedberg  was  singularly  unfortunate  in  being  visited  by 
fires.  He  did  not,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  experience  any 
private  losses  from  the  great  tire  which  raged  at  Skara  in  1710; 
but  it  caused  him  great  sorrow  and  anxiety,  because  the  new 
building  of  the  gymnasium  was  totally  destroyed,  and  it  inter- 
fered very  materially  with  the  restoration  of  the  cathedral. 
That  this  was  accomplished  within  five  years,  was,  according 
to  Gezelius,   entirely  due  to  Swedberg's   "industry  and  zeal." 
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In  1730  he  was  again  visited  by  fire,  by  wliicli,  as  in  1712, 
he  lost  everytln'ng  lie  possessed.  This  time  the  efifect  upon 
him  was  unmistakable,  inasmuch  as  it  affected  his  health. 
But  we  have  now  to  record  some  reverses  of  a  different  kind, 
by  which  his  patience,  and  at  the  same  time  his  energy,  were 
severely  tried. 

When    Swedberg    at    the    beginning    of    1718    sought    an 
audience  of  the  King,  who  at  the  time  was  residing  in  Lund,  the 
report  was  circulated  that  he  not  only  was  denied  admittance 
to  the  royal  presence,  but  also  received  an   answer  from  one 
of  the  King's  servants,  which  he  took  so  much  to  heart,  that 
he  died  in   consequence.     This    report  was   spread  orally  and 
by  writing.   But  Swedberg  had  not  only  gained  admittance,  but 
the  King  had  also  enjoyed  his  conversation  so  much,  that  he 
had  invited  him  to  dine  at  the  royal  table.  His  principal  business 
was  to  have  the  salaries  of  the  schoolmasters  raised  and  the 
hea\7  burthens  of  the  clergy  reduced.    There  was  also  with  him 
a  teacher  from  Skara,  Magister  Wahlberg.   Moreover,  he  desired 
to  have  a  clergyman  appointed  for  America,  in  the  place  of 
Prost  Sandel,  who  on  his  representation  received  the  pastorate 
of  Hedemora,  which  he  himself  in  his  younger  days  had  refused; 
and  besides,  he  had  to  report  the  "miserable  conduct"  of  an 
obstinate   clergyman,  who  was   unwilling    to    be    ruled   by  the 
Consistory.     Altogether,  he  remarked,  his  journey  was  by  no 
means  "a  pleasure-trip."    He  arrived  in  Lund  on  Saturday,  and 
was   joyfully   welcomed  by  Bishop  Linnerius   and  his  devoted 
\vite,   the  daughter  of  Svebilius,   at  whose  house   he  received 
both  "board  and  lodging."     Next  day,   immediately  after  the 
morning  service,  he  paid  his  respects  to  the  King.    His  Majesty 
came   out  at  once,   and  held  out  his  hand,  saying,  "You  are 
not  at  all  changed   since  I  saw  you  last,  only   your  hair  has 
turned  very   grey."     Swedberg  added,    "the  address   which   I 
had  prepared  for   the    occasion   was    consequently   cut   short, 
and  no  compliments  were   exchanged."     He   described   after- 
wards, how   not  a  word  was  spoken  at  the  King's  table,  how 
tlie  King  ate  quickly,   and   "how  he  drank  water  very  freely, 
no  matter  how  rich  the  various  dishes;"  further,  how  upon  the 
King's  command   "he  had  to  drink  his  own  welcome  in  a  goblet 
of  Spanish  wine,"  at  wliicli  he  observed  "that  such  being  the 
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case,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  become  ill  or  to  die  with 
chagrin  and  disappointment,  everything  being  so  very  delightful." 
After  dinner  he  was  called  in,  and  "talked  with  the  King 
respecting  faith,"  when  Swedberg  remarked  that  many  contented 
themselves  with  the  first  and  second  paragraphs  of  the  "great 
faith"  (stor-tron),  but  that  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  third  paragraph,  wath  "sanctification  and  a  holy  life."  In 
such  a  strain  Swedberg  "discoursed  for  a  long  time,  and  very 
frankly."  On  the  following  Sunday  he  preached.  "On  the 
same  day  after  the  afternoon-service,  I  was  admitted  again 
into  the  King's  private  room.  There  the  Crown-prince  en- 
treated the  King,  that  I  might  be  allowed  to  keep  my  coach; 
for  about  this  time  the  King  had  summoned  all  the  men-ser- 
vants in  the  kingdom  to  be  dragoons  and  soldiers,  and  among 
them  my  servants  also.  The  King  did  not  answer,  and  it  was 
vain  to  beg  and  entreat  for  it."  Swedberg  thereupon  began 
to  speak  frankly  and  openly  on  some  serious  matters,  especially 
about  the  burdens  which  were  laid  upon  the  clergy,  who 
suffered  most  about  this  time. 

It  is  wonderful  in  how  many  things  Swedberg  was  in  advance 
of  his  age,  and  even  partly  of  ours.  For  instance,  he  regarded 
the  pillory  as  a  scandal;  he  thought  that  it  promoted  rather 
than  checked  sin;  and  yet  this  scandal  was  continued  among 
us  for  more  than  a  century  and  a  half  afterwards.  Who  en- 
forced the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  more  than  he?  Moreover, 
he  expressed  his  ideas  on  this  subject  with  a  freedom  and 
frankness  which,  under  any  other  government  than  that  of 
the  two  Charleses,  might  have  had  serious  consequences.  The 
doctrine  of  expediency  seemed  to  have  in  him  its  greatest 
opponent,  and  yet  he  expressed  some  thoughts  with  regard  to 
marriage,  from  which  it  appears  as  if  he  favoured  such  a 
doctrine.  In  his  efforts  for  the  purity  of  the  Swedish  language 
he  was  such  a  radical,  that  even  in  this  matter  he  was  opposed 
by  the  champions  of  the  aristocracy.  All  these  subjects  came 
up  during  his  stay  in  Lund,  and  he  expressed  himself  concerning 
them  in  such  a  peculiar  and  characteristic  manner,  that  we 
cannot  refrain  from  quoting  his  own  words. 

"Another  Sunday,"   he  said,    "I  again  dined  at  the  royal 
table.    Even  then  I  did  not  notice  anything  unfavourable,  but 
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on  the  contrary  everything  was  gentle,  gracious,  and  pleasant. 
I  then  asked  leave  to  go  to  Malmo,  and  talk  to  Esther 
Jonsdotter,  and  the  daughter  of  the  clergyman  in  Bara  parish, 
who  was  possessed."  His  Majesty  then  said:  "Esther  Jonsdotter 
allowed  a  cavalry  soldier  to  act  badly  towards  her,  who, 
while  she  nursed  him,  caused  her  to  be  with  child;  this  was 
not  acting  properly.  I  answered :  "Marriage  is  a  holy  ordinance 
of  God.  If  two  persons  who  have  arrived  at  the  age  of 
discretion  [som  rdda  slg  sjelfvci\,  agree  to  marry  one  another, 
then  this  is  a  marriage  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  results  in 
pregnancy.  But  the  bans  and  the  consecration  by  the  priest 
are  for  the  sake  of  decency,  and  these  are  ordinances  of  men. 
On  this  account  I  shall  go  to  Malmo." 

"Afterwards  I  came  back  to  Lund,  when  I  humbly  waited 
upon  the  King  again,  and  reported  the  result  of  my  journey, 
and  how  I  had  spoken  with  the  two  women,  remarking  that 
in  the  parsonage  of  Bara  there  were  sad  and  fearful  sins." 
"What  kind  of  sins?"  asked  the  Bjng.  "To  reveal  them," 
I  answered,  "would  cost  this,"  pointing  to  my  head.  A  short 
time  afterwards  I  again  presented  myself  before  the  King,  on 
account  of  my  chief  errand  concerning  the  compensation  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  permission  that  they  might  retain  their  servants. 
The  King  then  commenced  speaking  with  me  about  our 
Swedish  language,  a  subject  which  was  introduced  by  my 
"Shibboleth,"  which  the  King  had  daily  upon  his  table.  His 
Majesty  evinced  great  interest  in  this  subject,  and  insisted 
that  all  foreign  words  ought  to  be  eschewed,  and  that  the 
Swedish  language  ought  to  be  spoken  and  written  in  its 
purity.  He  asked,  "Do  they  talk  Swedish  in  France?  Why 
then  should  we  talk  French  in  Sweden?"  I  said  that 
my  "Shibboleth"  had  been  opposed  by  the  Vice-president, 
Dr.  Urban  Hjilrne,  and  that  I  had  heard  he  had  written  and 
published  a  book  against  it,  in  which  he  was  very  personal, 
but  that  I  had  not  yet  seen  it.  The  King  then  went  into 
his  private  room,  and  showed  me  Hjiirne's  book,  stitched 
and  printed  to  page  152.  I  then  said:  "I  shall  go  before  the 
University  here  in  Lund  with  my  "Shibboleth,"  prepared  to 
controvert  any  one  who  chooses  to  come  and  oppose  any- 
thing written  therein,  and  we  shall  then  see  whether  anything 
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contained  in  it  can  be  disproved."  "Yes,  yes,  do  that,"  said 
the  King,  who  seemed  ■  pleased  with  the  idea.  The  King 
finally  lent  me  his  copy  of  Hjarne's  book  with  a  good  deal 
of  ceremony.  A  few  days  afterwards,  in  the  morning,  I 
returned  into  His  Majesty's  hands  the  book  of  Hjarne,  ob- 
serving that  no  one  had  such  an  unsteady  and  contused  style 
as  he  exhibited  in  this  treatise.  If  it  depended  upon  him, 
our  noble  language  would  be  completely  spoiled;  this  I  shall 
prove  in  the  proper  place.  His  book  too  is  filled  with 
personal  and  scurrilous  remarks,  which  are  altogether  forbidden 
in  the  royal  orders  and  laws;  I  expressed  my  astonishment, 
that  the  Censor  should  have  allowed  such  a  book  to  pass. 
All  this  I  had  written  on  half  a  sheet,  and  fastened  it  in 
the  beginning  of  the  book.  A  distinguished  gentleman  who 
was  present  observed,  that  the  book  would  have  been  more 
scandalous  if  the  Censor  had  not  remonstrated;  moreover  it 
was  not  quite  finished.  I  then  took  my  humble  leave,  His 
Majesty  being  very  gracious,  shaking  my  hand,  and  wishing 
me  a  safe  journey." 

The  favour  with  which  Swedberg  was  regarded  by  the  two 
Kings,  was,  if  possible,  greater  with  Queen  Ulrica  Eleonora. 
He  had  corresponded  with  her  while  she  was  Princess,  and 
the  correspondence  was  continued  after  she  was  raised  to 
the  throne.  But  the  great  confidence  on  the  one  hand  en- 
gendered suspicion  on  the  other.  Notwithstanding  his  liberal 
views  in  general,  Swedberg  Avas  a  royalist  in  a  sense  that  no  one 
need  to  blush  for;  but  if  this  constituted  a  virtue  while  such 
Kings  as  Charles  XI  and  Charles  XII  sat  upon  the  throne,  it 
became  a  great  fault  in  the  eyes  of  many,  after  the  sceptre  had 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Ulrica  Eleonora.  He  was  suspected  of 
attempting  to  sow  discord  between  her  and  the  Diet  which 
assembled  for  the  memorable  session  of  1719.  These  suspi- 
cions became  more  and  more  audible.  That  they  troubled 
very  much  the  heart  of  the  aged  and  honourable  man,  appears 
from  a  defence  Avhich  he  wrote  to  the  members  of  the  Diet, 
and  from  a  letter  to  the  Queen,  which  were  dated  respect- 
ively the  4th  and  26th  of  April,  of  the  same  year.  In  his 
defence  he  declared  that  "  as  long  as  Psalms  xvii  and 
xxvii   stood  in  the   Psalm  book,  no   one,  however  great  and 
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powerful  he  imagined  himself  to  be,  would  dare  to  touch  a 
hair  of  his  head."  This  treatment  of  him,  he  said,  was 
not  begun  yesterday,  or  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  long 
since,  at  least  thirty  years  ago.  He  then  alluded  to  several 
persecutions  he  had  had  to  suffer,  but  which  could  not  prevent 
his  preferment,  and  at  the  close  he  burst  out  in  these 
sublime  words:  "At  least  I  know  that  my  angel  has  received 
a  command  from  God  to  have  in  readiness  a  crown,  which 
he  will  place  upon  my  head,  when  I  depart  hence,  and  enter 
into  God's  kingdom.  Meanwhile  I  shall  sit  down  in  my 
honourable  place  Avith  greater  courage,  joy,  and  renown,  if 
possible,  than  before." 

In  his  letter  to  the  Queen  he  recalled  to  her  mind  what  he 
had  told  her  orally,  when  she  succeeded  to  the  throne,  about 
some  remarks  which  her  father,  Charles  XI,  had  made  to  him, 
not  long  before  his  death:  "I  have  now  reigned  in  Sweden 
twenty-three  years,"  he  said;  "when  I  first  became  King,  I 
had  faith  in  all  men,  now  I  have  faith  in  none;"  whereupon 
Swedberg  answered,  "To  have  faith  in  all  men  is  not  well, 
for  there  are  many  wicked  persons  among  them."  The  King 
said,  "They  are  far  too  many."  Swedberg  resumed,  "But  to 
have  faith  in  none,  is  not  well  either ;  for  there  are  still  honest 
and  well-disposed  men  left;"  upon  which  the  King  observed, 
"Now  it  is  too  late."  This  incident,  which  Swedberg  had  men- 
tioned to  Charles  XII,  he  communicated  also  to  the  Queen 
with  an  admonition,  to  test  those  to  whose  counsel  she  en- 
trusted herself;  and  this  remark  it  was,  which  had  been  ex- 
plained to  Swedberg's  injury. 

The  opposition  to  Swedberg  had,  however,  still  deeper  root. 
The  powerful  order  of  the  nobility  could  not  forget  the  severity 
with  which  he  chastised  their  pride  and  their  desire  for  orders 
and  distinctions,  and  their  shameful  abuse  of  the  rights  of 
patronage  which  were  in  their  hands.  "This  it  was,"  says 
Swedberg,  "which  made  me  unpleasant  in  their  eyes,  and  Avhich 
made  them  hate  me  in  their  hearts."  If  he  had  not  been 
protected  by  those  higliest  in  power,  they  would  long  before 
this  have  endeavoured  "to  remove  and  kill"  him.  But  certainly 
it  was  not  with  the  view  of  assuaging  the  wrath  of  his  enemies, 
that  he   at  the  Diet  publicly  upbraided  them  with  their  love 
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of  rule ;  and  that  with  more  courage  and  fervour  than  Arch- 
bishop Steuchius,  who  was  put  down  by  them,  he  declared  in 
the  name  of  the  clergy,  that  they  could  not  on  any  account 
consider  themselves  justified  in  depriving  royalty  of  that  power 
with  which  God  in  His  Word  had  invested  Kings ;  for  no  King 
in  the  whole  Sacred  Scripture  had  ever  such  a  limited  power 
as  they  proposed  to  assign  to  the  Queen.  "If  the  royal 
power  is  so  reduced,  I  shall  be  turned  from  one  college  to 
another,  from  one  hole  to  another,  and  shall  have  to  wait  a 
whole  year  before  I  receive  an  answer.  In  Skara,  in  the  Con- 
sistory, I  have  much  more  power  among  its  members.  We 
ought  to  be  very  careful  not  to  tie  the  hands  of  royalty  so 
tightly,  that  it  will  one  day  break  these  bonds,  and  restore  a 
despotism."  The  truth  of  this  expression  of  Swedberg  was 
proved  by  the  revolution  in  1772;  but  the  men  of  1719  were 
unwilling  to  see  it.  "This  language  did  not  sound  well  in  the 
ears  of  those  who  desired  to  become  Kings  themselves,  and 
to  over-ride  the  King."  Swedberg  was  excluded  from  the 
private  committee,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  and 
compelled  to  return  home  two  months  before  the  close  of 
the  Diet.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  he  was  unwilling 
to  appear  at  the  Diet  next  year.  He  was  too  much  of  a 
genuine  priest  to  care  for  the  debates  in  the  Diet.  He 
would,  too,  have  been  very  much  pleased,  if  he  had  been 
allowed  to  stay  away  from  the  Diet  in  1723;  for  then  he  had 
even  more  to  fear  from  party  hatred.  But  the  King  and  Queen 
persuaded  him  to  come,  promising  to  protect  him.  He  came, 
and  saw,  but  conquered  as  little  as  he  had  done  the  time 
before.  But  if  he  was  unable  to  contribute  as  much  as  in 
former  times  towards  the  welfare  of  the  country,  still  he  did 
all  that  he  could.  His  views  and  his  words  found  an  echo  in 
the  House  of  the  Peasants. 

When  the  constitution  of  1720  was  to  be  established, 
as  the  "pillar  upon  which  Sweden's  welfare  should  rest," 
a  peasant  of  Dalecarlia,  and  another  of  Swedberg's  former 
parishioners  at  Vingaker,  rose,  and  said  with  much  zeal: 
"God  preserve  us  from  such  a  pillar  as  this,  for  it  is  a  frail 
one.  No,  God's  Word  and  the  ancient  laws  of  Sweden  are 
our   safest   pillar,    upon   which    Sweden's   welfare   rests;   with 
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these  we  have  fared  well  for  many  years.  Away,  away  with 
such  a  pillar  as  they  wish  to  introduce  now ;  upon  this  we 
can  build  nothing  that  will  not  fall  down  again."  Swedberg 
defended  them. 

He  well  knew  what  apprehension  there  was  of  a  rising  of 
the  Dalecarlians,  in  which  case  "they  would  have  had  a  different 
kind  of  Diet."  But  this  apprehension  he  endeavoured  as  much 
as  possible  to  allay.  Both  the  representatives  from  the  people* 
as  a  reward  for  their  frank  speech,  were  imprisoned,  and  fed  on 
bread  and  water.  If  the  Diet  could  have  dared  to  carry  out 
their  wishes,  Swedberg  Avould  liave  been  obliged  to  keep  them 
company.     This  was  the  last  Diet  he  attended. 

AVhatever  judgment  may  be  formed  of  Swedberg's  great- 
est wealmess,  that  of  opposing  the  limitation  of  the  royal 
power ;  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  acted  in  perfect  agreement 
with  his  convictions;  although  he  must  have  known  what  a 
hypocrite  Ulrica  Eleonora  was,  and  how  weak  a  prince  she 
had  for  her  husband.  It  was  consequently  the  regal  office 
itself,  regarded  from  a  theocratic,  point  of  view,  which  he  con- 
sidered as  holy,  however  unworthy  the  royal  persons  themselves 
might  be.  It  certainly  was  not  "despotism"  which  he  contended 
for ;  for  he  openly  acknowledged  this  to  be  injurious,  and  main- 
tained that  "he  who  should  attempt  to  introduce  it  again  ought 
to  be  punished."  It  was  only  the  extreme  limitation  of  the 
royal  power  which  he  considered  dangerous. 

The  period  of  the  absolute  monarchy  jn  Sweden  had  been 
brought  to  an  end,  whilst  in  the  Church  there  was  a  transition 
from  one  epoch  to  another ;  the  former  of  which  was  called  by  a 
wellknown  author  the  epoch  or  period  of  symbolics,  and  the 
latter  that  of  pietism.  Swedberg  was  one  of  those  who  contributed 
most  powerfully  to  the  change,  which  was  hastened  by  the  despo- 
tism exercised  by  symbolics,  a  despotism  worse  than  that  in- 
herent in  an  absolute  monarchy.  Even  when  he  removed,  as  an 
academical  teacher,  to  Upsal,  he  was  known  as,  or  rather 
was  supposed  to  be,  a  friend  of  pietism,  and  this  suspicion 
caused  the  defeat  of  the  psalm  book.  But  if  he  is  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  representative  of  pietism  in  Sweden,  it  must 
be  admitted  that  this  schism  was  much  better  than  its  repu- 
tation.    Suspicion    fell   upon   the    pietists    chiefly   from    their 
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holding  their  meetings  in  private.  Public  attention  was  espe- 
cially drawn  to  their  practices,  because  even  distinguished 
people,  as  for  instance  Lieutenant-colonel  Cedersparre  and 
others,  became  so  much  infected  with  pietism,  as  to  read  and 
sing  psalms  in  company  with  their  servants  and  students.  Such 
a  state  of  things  had  to  be  opposed  publicly.  In  the  Diet  of 
1723,  already  spoken  of,  severe  measures  wxre  taken,  especially 
on  account  of  the  private  meetings  in  Sikla,  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  "pietistic  practices."  Swedberg  now  considered  it 
his  duty  to  make  himself  more  particularly  acquainted  with  the 
occurrences  which  had  been  the  cause  of  these  complaints.  One 
day  he  accordingly  visited  a  so-called  "pietistic  prayer-meeting," 
wliicli  was  held  at  the  house  of  Chamberlain  von  Wolcker. 
Several  came  there  who  had  attended  the  afternoon  service, 
and  they  were  asked  what  they  had  learned  from  the  sermon. 
Towards  the  close  Swedberg  rose,  and  said,  "As  I  am  the 
only  clergyman  here,  it  is  my  turn  now  to  speak.  Much  has 
been  said  about  such  meetings,  and  generally  the  worst.  For 
this  reason  I  am  glad  that  I  have  heard  and  seen  for  myself 
how  they  are  managed.  Moreover  I  can  fully  approve  of  them, 
and  declare  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  for  every  father 
of  a  family  to  hold  similar  meetings  in  his  house."  He  after- 
wards directed  their  attention  to  Avhat  it  seemed  to  him  might 
give  rise  to  abuses.  Especially  he  combated  the  opinion,  which 
some  of  their  friends  began  to  entertain,  that  an  unconverted 
teacher  could  not  administer  his  office  with  any  profit.  This 
he  pointed  out  as  a  "dangerous  opinion"  ;  inasmuch  as  it 
might  very  easily  happen  that  "a  timid  person  would  call  in 
a  priest  in  order  to  be  absolved  of  his  sins,  and  that  after- 
wards doubts  might  arise  in  his  mind  whether  this  absolution 
had  been  efficient,  because  the  clergyman  had  not  been  con- 
verted ;  for  a  ducat  does  not  lose  any  of  its  value,  even 
though  an  unclean  hand  should  present  it,  nor  does  a  medicine 
lose  its  power,  even  though  the  physician  should  not  have 
experienced  conversion."  The  experience  which  Swedberg 
gathered  here  with  his  own  eyes  and  ears,  he  took  with  him, 
and  he  used  it  in  witnessing  concerning  it  in  the  Consistory 
of  the  land.  Pietism  also  was  dealt  with  much  more  leniently 
at  that  meeting   of  the  Diet,  than  at  subsequent  ones.     With 
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regard  to  his  further  relations  to  pietism,  Swedberg  had  al- 
ready expressed  himself  respecting  it  in  these  words:  "I  have 
never  indulged  in  reading  pietistic  writings,  as  I  have  never  felt 
called  upon  to  do  so.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pietists, 
but  very  much  with  the  luqnetists,  and  indeed  with  a  great 
number  ot  them.  I  therefore  can  neither  condemn  nor  defend 
them.  But  this  I  shall  affirm,  'May  God  grant  us  all  to 
be  true  inetists,  such  as  Paul  and  Peter  describe  them.' 
Argitmenta  ad  ho?nincs  were  not  wanting,  by  which  pietism 
profited.  Swedberg  related  concerning  Dr.  Edzberg,  a  member 
of  the  Diet,  who  was  sitting  with  certain  others  at  a  table, 
on  which  lay  several  sheets  of  Scriver's  "Treasure  of  the 
Soul"  {Seelenscliatz),  which  had  recently  been  translated  into 
Swedish.  Edzberg  declaimed  with  much  violence  against  this 
book,  as  being  poisoned  with  the  principles  of  pietism.  But 
this  same  Doctor  proved  very  clearly  the  purity  of  his  own 
orthodoxy,  by  intoxicating  himself  nearly  every  day  Avith  spirits 
of  wine,  and  being  usually  found  upon  a  curb-stone  in  some 
by-street,  where  he  slept  off  the  effects  ot  his  intemperance. 
He  excused  himself  on  the  plea  that  his  severe  tooth-ache  had 
to  be  cured  by  aqua  vitce. 

What  we  have  hitherto  stated  concerning  Swedberg  does 
not  militate  against  the  opinion  which  Ave  nOAV  express,  that 
his  life  was  a  "Pastoral-theologie  in  Beispielen,"  i.  e.  a  pastoral 
theology  in  examples.  At  Brunuer's  death-bed  he  had  expressed 
a  Avish,  that  a  double  portion  of  that  pious  man's  spirit  might 
rest  upon  him.  This  AA'ish  seemed  to  be  fulfilled  in  much  more 
than  a  double  measure.  He  remembered  especially  the  im- 
portance Brunner  attached  to  a  inirt  and  lauj'ul  office  or  calling, 
outside  of  which  nothing  ought  to  be  undertaken,  Ijut  in  which 
everything  ought  to  be  done  with  the  utmost  care  and  exactness. 
SAvedberg  could  bear  Avitness  respecting  himself,  that  during 
tAventy-six  years  he  had  never  neglected  to  attend  public  worship, 
but  had  indefatigably  preached  from  the  gospels  and  epistles, 
had  held  confessions,  "read  Avith  his  curates,"  &c.  He  folloAved 
and  recommended  the  simple  analytical  mode  of  preaching, 
Avhere  the  sermons  HoAved  without  any  straining  or  forcing 
irom  the  text;  for,  said  he,  "then  God  recognizes  again  His 
own  Word."     For  an  estimate  of  SAvedberg's  style  of  preacliing 
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we  direct  the  reader  to  "Sweden's  Literature"  (Sveriges  Skbna 
lAtteratur)  2nd  edit.,  Vol.  I,  p.  265.  The  examinations  in  the  cate- 
chism he  always  held  himself.  "A  bishop,  dean,  or  rector,"  he 
says,  "ought  not  to  consider  himself  too  good  for  these  exercises, 
and  ought  not  to  leave  them  to  the  curates,  as  is  done  in 
so  many  places."  Such  examinations  on  Sunday  afternoons, 
he  sometimes  held  for  three  hours,  being  assured  "that  more 
good  is  done  by  them,  than  by  artistic  preaching."  He  does 
not  seem  to  have  had  profound  philosopliic  views  in  theology, 
but  with  those  he  did  possess,  he  operated  more  deeply  and 
profoundly  than  a  mere  philosophic  or  doctrinal  theology  is 
able  to  do.  "Theologia  realis"  was  of  more  importance  for 
him  than  "theologia  ve7~bcdis;"  inasmuch  as  the  latter  without 
the  former  was  in  his  eyes  almost  equivalent  to  nothing. 
"Faith  of  the  head"  (hjcmie  iron,  i.  e.  brain  faith)  and  "devil's 
faith"  with  him  were  synonymous  expressions,  while  he  called 
the  usual  faith  in  his  own  terminology  the  "great  faith"  (Stor- 
tron).  That  the  episco2oal  office  is  a  good  office  he  understood 
negatively  in  the  following  manner:  "This  office  is  not  ad- 
ministered by  sitting  in  the  Cathedral-chapter,  and  letting 
others  bow  before  one;  by  ordaining  and  installing  clergy- 
men, by  delivering  funeral  sermons  for  good  pay,  by  going 
round  and  visiting,  from  which  benefit  is  derived  again, 
and  by  which  sons  and  sons-in-law  are  advanced  in  the  world." 
A  very  characteristic  occurrence  illustrating  this,  Swedberg 
relates  in  the  following  manner.  While  at  the  Diet  (1723?) 
the  Queen  asked  after  his  wife  and  children.  He  answered, 
"One  daughter  I  have  with  me,  and  her  husband,  Magister 
Unge,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Nobles.  Will  you  grant 
them  the  favour  of  humbly  waiting  upon  you?" — "Very  wil- 
lingly." They  went  with  me  to  the  castle.  The  Queen  asked, 
whether  he  was  a  vicar  or  pastor?  I  answered,  "He  is  my 
curate."  "A  curate?"  "Yes,  it  is  his  misfortune  to  be  my 
son-in-law.  Otherwise  he  would  have  long  ago  obtained  a 
good  living.  Bishops  generally  advance  their  own.  And 
yet  he  is  a  learned  and  able  man,  and  has  travelled  much." 
The  Queen  asked  whether  there  was  not  a  good  living  vacant, 
I  answered,  "Wanga."  This  was  at  once  promised  to  Unge. 
"Better  hear  him  preach  first,  so  that  Your  Majesty  may  be 
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able  to  judge  of  his  talents,"  said  Swedberg.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly done.  The  decree  of  appointment  followed  at  once, 
with  the  promise  of  a  better  pastorate  as  soon  as  there  should 
be  a  vacancy.  The  least  savour  of  simony  or  nepotism 
was  an  abomination  to  Swedberg.  On  this  subject  he  said, 
"My  greatest  difficulty  consisted  in  filling  the  pastorates  with 
able  and  conscientious  men.  For,  first,  the  injurious  practice 
has  crept  in  here,  as  well  as  in  other  places,  of  thinking  that 
if  any  one  has  finished  his  course  in  the  university,  though 
even  with  mediocrity,  he  is  at  once  fit  to  fill  some  ministerial 
office;  and  the  bishop  dare  not  refuse  it  to  him,  especially  if 
he  be  asked  by  some  priest  who  has  a  marriageable  daughter. 
So  also  I  have  suff"ered  greatly  for  not  promoting  clergy- 
men at  the  command  of  some  high  lord,  or  at  the  wish 
and  desire  of  their  ladies;  so  that  I  scarcely  ever  make 
an  appointment  without  creating  some  hostility.  As  soon  as 
there  is  a  vacancy,  at  once  his  lordship  or  her  ladyship, 
the  count  or  covmtess,  the  general,  colonel,  councillor  of  war, 
or  governor,  and  I  know  not  who  else,  desire  to  have  their 
pets  promoted."  From  such  a  cause  he  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  Governor  Sparfelt.  AVhere  there  were  two  or  more 
able  and  worthy  applicants,  Swedberg  proposed  the  plan  of 
casting  lots  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Apostolic  Church. 
He  himself  was  so  far  from  being  possessed  with  the  desire 
of  acquisition  and  avarice,  that  even  after  he  was  made  bi- 
shop, he  had  not  yet  read  the  regulations  about  tithes  and 
other  emoluments.  Whatever  people  gave  voluntarily  he 
accepted  thankfully,  but  he  never  demanded  anything.  And 
much  less  did  he  appeal  to  the  help  of  the  magistrate  to 
levy  his  dues;  nor  did  he  report  delinquents.  He  did  not 
break  his  bishop's  crook  over  those  who  refused  to  give 
what  he  did  not  seek  after;  yet  lie  took  occasion  to  re- 
mind himself  and  others  of  the  proverb  in  general  currency, 
"There  is  no  end  to  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  covetousness 
of  priests."  In  the  other  relations  of  his  office  he  ol)served 
the  greatest  exactness.  We  quote  his  own  words,  "I  have 
never  refused  or  denied  any  one  his  right.  I  have  willingly 
■undertaken  and  helped  forward,  and  carried  out,  the  cause  of 
the   poor   and   the    oppressed.     I    have   loved,  honoured   and 
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assisted  the  pious,  honest,  and  simple.  No  one,  however 
humble  his  station  in  life,  however  poor  and  simple  he  may- 
have  been,  have  I  ever  suffered  to  stand  out  of  doors  and 
wait  for  me,  but  I  have  asked  liim  to  come  in  at  once,  and 
receive  his  answer  and  explanation.  At  the  very  next  meeting 
of  the  Chapter  at  the  cathedral  the  case  of  each  was  taken 
up.  For  we  have  not  been  endoAved  by  the  Most  High 
with  such  an  office,  to  parade  it,  and  let  other  people  bow 
before  us,  and  to  procrastinate  their  business  without  a  will- 
ing and  friendly  hearing  and  help."  Swedberg  pubhshed  also 
many  excellent  regulations  for  the  care  of  the  poor,  and  the 
stopping  of  mendicity.  During  the  famine  of  1697-98,  his  love 
of  the  neighbour  was  unceasingly  active  in  providing  for  the 
wants  of  the  needy. 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  point  out  any  public  official  who 
displayed  greater  practical  usefulness  than  Swedberg.  And 
yet  he  studied  and  wrote  so  much,  that  even  in  this  respect 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  one  who  equalled  him.  He 
understood  in  a  high  degree  the  art  of  husbanding  time.  "I 
do  not  believe,"  says  he,  "that  any  one  has  ever  been  so 
economical  with  his  money  as  I  have  been  xnih  my  time." 
Among  his  writings  those  that  exhibit  his  merits  regarding  the 
Swedish  language,  especially  his  ScJiibholetJi,  have  excited  the 
greatest  interest.  According  to  the  Swedish  Mercury,  his 
"ScliihholetJt,^''  or  "The  Culture  and  Correctness  of  the  Swedish 
Language"  (published  with  a  Royal  privilege  in  Skara,  1716, 
in  4to) — "a  work  which  cost  him  many  years'  hard  study," 
would  have  contributed  much  to  the  purity  and  regularity  of 
the  Swedish  language,  if  he  had  not  spoiled  his  good  purpose  in 
two  ways.  The  first  of  these,  by  which,  according  to  the  Mercury, 
he  made  his  work  "unpalatable  and  unpopular,"  was  his  ortho- 
graphy, and  his  introducing  into  it  much  "simply  for  effect 
and  for  causing  ridicule,"  and  secondly,  by  his  insisting  that 
the  language  ought  to  be  instituted  according  to  the  ortho- 
graphy which  prevailed  "during  Gustavus  I's  rule,"  and  also 
that  the  Swedish  language  ought  to  be  written  "with  its 
correct  cases,  genders,  persons,  &c.;  in  one  word  that  it  ought 
to  be  like  the  Swedish   of  the  Bible.     Yet,  nevertheless,  and 
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in  spite  of  the  coinplaiuts  Swedberg  had  to  hear  from  Hjiirnc 
and  others  on  account  of  his  orthography,  his  merits  in  promot- 
ing the  "culture  and  correctness"  of  our  mother-tongue  cannot 
be  denied,  and  his  Avritings  scarcely  bear  a  trace  of  the  passion 
prevailing  at  his  time,  of  introducing  words  from  foreign  languages. 
In   the  titles   of  his  books    he  liked  to  play  upon  words  and 
to  use  alliteration,  e.   g.  "Ungdomsregel  och  alderdomspegel" 
(the  rule  of  youth,  and   the  mirror  of  old  age),  "Casa  pau- 
penim  et  Gaza  div'ttum^''  (the  house  of  the  poor  and  the  treasure 
of  the    rich).     He  even   composed    school-books.     When   he 
wrote   to  Bishop  Spegel  in    1707,  to  whose  criticism  he  sub- 
jected his  learned  works,  he  had  in  the  press  at  Skara  a  "Sen- 
tentiariim  liber"   (a  book  of  sentences)   in  six  divisions,  pre- 
pared for  schools  and  the  gymnasia,  in  such  a  manner  that  by 
means    of  it  Latin,  Greek,   and  also   some  Hebrew   could   be 
learned   pleasantly  and   almost  playfully;   he  also   encouraged 
the  scholars   by   prizes."     Greek  seems  to  have   been   his   fa- 
vourite language,   after  leaving  the  university.     He  wrote    so 
uninterruptedly,  that  sometimes  the  printing  was  only  delayed 
for  lack  of  paper;    sometimes  also  because  the  higher  autho- 
rities  were   "exceedingly    slow    in   examining   his    works,   and 
granting  permission  to  print  them."     For  liis  "Biblia  parva," 
his  small   Bible,    consisting  of  the    Psalms,    Proverbs,    Tobit, 
Ecclesiastes,  Judith  and  Sirach,  which  he  undertook  "during 
the  time   of  the  late  King",   he  had  a  "Royal   privilege  for 
nine  years,  and  also  freedom  from  custom  dues  for  lOOU  bales 
of  paper."     Among  his  writings,  which    are  not   recorded  by 
Wcsten,  there  are  also  Rechenberg's  "Elements  of  Ethics  and 
Politics,"  compiled  from  Grotius  and  Puti'endorf,  a  useful  little 
school  book  for  youth,  in  order  to  give  them  a  taste  for  those 
matters  which   are   now   studied   with    great   industry   in   the 
universities.      This    work    was    ready    to   leave   the   press    in 
1707.     He  had  also  commenced  a  work  "A  Swedish  Commen- 
tary on  the  Bible,  after  the  original  Texts,"  which  was  destroyed 
by  the  fire  in  1712.    He  afterwards  re-commenced  this  practical 
commentaiy  on  the  Bible,  which  Ave  understand  is  preserved 
in  the  Royal  Library  in  Stockholm. 

The  cheerful  and  frequently  playful   style  which  Swedberg 
employed   l)oth  in  his  writings  and  conversation,  was  an  ex- 
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pression  of  his  vivacious  temperament.  Sometimes,  however, 
he  injured  thereby  both  himself  and  the  good  cause  which 
he  advocated.  Let  us  quote  two  instances  in  his  later  years. 
In  the  year  1720  he  received  from  Queen  Ulrica  Eleonora  a 
sharp  warning,  in  which  she  threatened  him  with  her  disgrace, 
if  he  should  again  molest  her  with  such  "unseemly  and  dis- 
courteous" writings,  in  which  the  respect  due  from  a  subject 
was  not  at  all  observed.  In  the  beginning  of  1728  he  sent  to 
King  Frederic  one  ot  his  many  petitions  for  the  benefit  of  the 
schools.  He  iirst  told  of  his  journeys  abroad,  and  what  he  had 
seen  and  learned  there  for  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  schools ; 
how  prizes  ought  to  be  given  freely  to  the  pupils,  &c.  He 
himself  had  followed  this  example,  and  from  his  own  means 
had  presented  the  young  with  "handsome  sums  of  money."  But 
in  order  that  this  work  might  continue  after  his  death,  "a 
higher  hand  was  required  for  this  purpose" — "not  such  a  one," 
he  adds,  "as  I  made  acquaintance  with  in  my  younger  days, 
when  everything  that  I  had  to  learn  was  driven  in  salva 
venia,  per  jooste^iojxi."  This  free  expression  was  probably  the 
cause,  why  His  Majesty  did  not  grant  the  petition,  in  which 
an  application  was  made  for  an  endowment  which  might  yield 
from  forty  to  fifty  dalers  in  silver. 

Swedberg's  style  furnishes  also  a  clue  to  his  every -day 
life.  His  fundamental  character  was  serious,  yet  it  was  not 
that  kind  of  seriousness  which  considers  all  manifestation 
of  joy  inadmissible.  Like  many  of  the  most  serious  men  of 
the  Church,  he  delighted  in  music.  By  the  whispering  of  the 
leaves  in  the  forests  and  the  noise  of  mill-wheels  in  the  brook, 
was  he  reminded  of  the  "heavenly  music,"  the  fundamental 
tone  of  which  he  found  struck  in  the  Book  of  Revelation.  Every 
evening  usually  his  good  friend  Dr.  J.  Hesselius  came,  and 
played  hymns  to  him  upon  his  violoncello.  In  this  case  it 
was  not  the  violence  of  Saul  that  required  to  be  calmed. 
Nevertheless,  he,  like  other  mortals,  was  not  perfectly 
free  from  an  inclination  to  vehemence  and  anger.  A 
proof  of  this  is  his  oft -mentioned  judgment  about  Gortz. 
Yet  this  never  lasted  so  long  as  to  disturb  the  harmony  in 
his    soul,    or    let    the    setting    sun    find    him    brooding    over 
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schemes   of  revenge  against  his  adversaries.     Gentleness  was 
one   of  the  principal  features  of  his  character,  even  while  he 
was  engaged  in  announcing  most  zealously  the  judgment  of  sins, 
and  prophesying  to  the  people  and  the  King  the  punishment 
which  will  surely  overtake  ungodliness;  it  was  spmc,  xspauvocpopo?, 
—   thundering  love,  which  lent  wings  to  his  speech.     According 
to  his  own  confession,  he  willingly   followed   good  advice,  and 
loved   those    who  corrected  him.      He    did    not  disdain  occa- 
sionally a  social  glass  wdth  his  friends,  and  then  always  drank 
to  the  health  of  his    adversaries.      AVhen  he  yielded  to  the  ', 
entreaties  of  his  wdfe   and  his  friends,  and  tore  himself  away  ( 
from  his  writing-table,  he  always  returned  to  it  more  fatigued,  / 
"than  if  he  had  driven  oxen  before  the  plough." 

In  speaking  of  Swedberg's  theological  views  and  activity, 
we  cannot  refrain  from  noticing,  that  his  strong  faith  was 
frequently  uttered  by  him  in  such  a  manner,  that  by  some  it 
seemed  to  border  upon  superstition.  In  his  first  year  as 
a  student  at  the  university,  he  had  such  a  wonderful  dream, 
that  he  did  not  know  wdiether  he  ought  not  to  call  it  a 
revelation.  "No  human  tongue,"  he  says  concerning  it,  "can 
pronounce,  and  no  angel  can  describe,  what  I  then  saw  and 
heard."  He  relates  how  in  1673,  on  the  day  he  preached 
in  Ho])y  Church  near  Lund,  the  third  Sunday  after  Trinity, 
there  were  heard  towards  evening  in  the  church,  which  yet 
had  no  organ,  loud  voices  singing  hymns.  Everybody  in 
the  village  heard  them.  From  that  time,  Swedberg  says, 
he  felt  for  the  worship  of  God  and  the  priestly  office  that 
profound  veneration  which  never  left  him,  being  sure  that 
"God's  angels  are  especially  present  in  this  sacred  office." 
Every  year  after  he  had  entered  that  office,  he  celebrated 
this  day  as  a  jubilee,  and  called  it  "the  great  sinner's 
great  festive  day;"  even  so  late  as  1727 (?)  he  celebrated 
it  by  the  publication  of  a  book  under  that  title.  He  was 
profoundly  convinced  that  he  had  an  angelus  tutelaris — a 
guardian  angel.  The  following  occurrence  related  by  him, 
may  interest  even  those  who  feel  no  interest  in  the  subject 
of  guardian  angels.  "God  preserved  me  during  the  whole  of 
my  student  life  from  bad  company.  My  company  and  my 
greatest   dehght  were  God's  holy  men   who   wrote   the  Bible, 
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and  the  many  other  men  who  have  made  themselves  well- 
esteemed  in  God's  Church,  and  whose  names  are  far  spread  in 
the  learned  world.  God's  angel  stood  by  me  and  said:  What 
do  you  read?  I  answered:  I  read  the  Bible,  Scriver  (whose 
"Treasure  of  the  soul"  he  esteemed  above  all  the  gold  and  silver 
in  the  whole  world),  Liitkeman,  John  Arndt,  Kortholt,  Gross- 
gebaur,  J.  Schmidt,  and  others.  The  angel  said  further: 
Do  you  understand  what  you  read  in  the  Bible?  I  answered: 
How  can  I  understand,  when  there  is  no  one  to  explain  it  to 
me?  The  angel  then  said:  Procure  for  yourself  Geier,  J.  and 
S.  Schmidt,  Dieterich,  Tarnow,  Gerhardi,  and  Crell's  Biblical 
Concordance.  I  said:  A  part  of  these  books  I  have;  the  rest 
I  will  provide  myself  with.  The  angel  further  said :  Blessed  is 
he  that  readeth  and  they  that  hear  the  words  of  this  prophecy, 
and  keep  these  things  which  are  written  therein  (Rev.  i,  3).  If 
ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them  (John  xiii, 
17).     I  sobbed: 

0,  grant  us,  God,  by  tliiiie  not  known, 
To  live  and  act  thus  ev'ry  hour; 
Thy  spirit  help  us,  prone  to  sin, 
To  do  as  God  HimseK  desires! 

And  thus  he  departed  from  me  after  he  had  blessed  me,  and 
I  had  thanked  him  most  humbly."  The  following  conversation 
which  he  had  with  Dr.  Edzardi  at  Hamburg  is  also  charac- 
teristic of  him.  Swedberg  asked  him,  in  what  language  we 
should  speak  upon  meeting  in  God's  kingdom.  Edzardi  did  not 
answer.  Swedberg  continued:  "I  think  it  will  be  in  the  angels' 
language.  As  angels  talk  Swedish  in  conversing  with 
Swedes,  as  they  speak  German  with  the  Germans,  English 
with  the  English,  and  so  forth,  I  shall  some  day  talk  with 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  in  Swedish,  and  they  will  answer 
me  in  the  same  tongue;  or  else  they  will  talk  with  me  in 
Hebrew,  and  I  shall  understand  them  in  that  language."  By 
these  examples,  which  might  easily  be  increased,  it  is  easy  to 
see  how  the  presentiments  of  Swedberg's  faith  contributed  to 
Swedenborg's  experience;  but  it  is  very  easy  also  to  see  how 
far  the  apple  fell  from  the  original  tree.* 

*  It  appears  from  this  expression  that  Swedberg's  biographer  was  not 
an  admirer  of  the  bishop's  son,  Emanuel  Swedenborg. 
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Swedberg's  thoughts  in  these  matters  ^vere  not  allowed  to 
pass  altogether  unnoticed  by  those  gentlemen,  who  had  already 
scented  heretical  and  unorthodox  notions  in  his  pietistic 
sympathies.  Infantile  faith  and  faith  in  angels  usually  slumber 
together  in  the  same  cradle.  The  eldest  son  of  Swedberg 
by  his  first  wife,  soon  followed  his  mother  to  the  grave  in 
1696.  When,  on  his  deathbed,  he  was  asked  by  his  father 
what  he  should  do  in  heaven,  he  answered,  among  other  things : 
"I  shall  pray  for  my  father  and  mother."  Swedberg  stored  up 
this  answer  in  his  heart,  and  he  was  confirmed  thereby  in 
his  faith,  that  love  and  the  bond  of  union  between  the  dead 
and  those  who  live  after  them,  is  not  broken  by  death,  without 
his  in  the  least  encouraging  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  the 
mediating  prayers  of  the  saints.  Meanwhile  he  composed,  in 
the  name  of  his  children,  an  inscription  for  the  tomb  of  his  wife, 
and  let  the  above-mentioned  doctrine  flow  into  it.  As  soon  as 
this  appeared,  one  of  his  adversaries  went  to  the  King  with 
the  leaf,  and  said  that  the  professors  in  Upsal  were  becom- 
ing Catholics,  and  prayed  to  the  saints.  But  immediately 
afterwards  Swedberg  came  himself,  and  refuted  the  accusation. 
His  refutation  had  a  double  meaning.  He  asked  the  King 
whether  His  Majesty  did  not  believe  that  the  late  Queen  (the 
King's  mother),  now  in  God's  kingdom,  was  praying  for  him 
and  bis  children.  The  matter  was  hushed.  But  Swedberg 
had  a  great  desire  to  prove  publicly,  in  a  rational  manner, 
his  agreement  with  the  doctrine  of  our  church  on  this  point. 
He  intended  also  to  make  this  the  subject  of  his  disputation 
for  obtaining  his  theological  degree,  but  upon  the  King's 
remonstrance  this  was  not  carried  out. 

We  do  not  wish,  however,  to  occupy  our  pages  by  quoting 
the  instances  of  credulity  mentioned  concerning  him  in 
collections  of  anecdotes ;  as  for  instance  this,  that  one  day, 
when  Swedberg  was  saying  his  evening  prayer  in  the  church,  one 
of  the  sextons  went  up  into  the  tower  and  called  out :  "Swedberg, 
to-morrow^  thou  shalt  die;"  when  he  is  said  to  have  taken  this 
as  a  warning  from  a  good  spirit,  and  to  have  gone  home  to 
set  his  house  in  order.  AVhat  Swedberg  relates  liimself,  con- 
cerning his  wonderful  ministerial  administrations  in  the  case 
of  melancholy    persons,   is    more    worthy   of   credit.      There 
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was  brought  to  him  one  day,  on  his  wife's  estate  of  Starbo,  in 
the  parish  of  Norrberke,  a  servant-girl  named  Kerstin,  who 
was  very  "strangely  affected,"  and  who  begged  of  him, 
by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  deliver  her  from  her  tribulations  and 
afflictions.  Swedberg  prayed  with  her  upon  bended  knees,  and 
read  with  her,  when  she  became  "sound  and  cheerful,  and 
was  altogether  freed."  Three  years  afterwards  this  same 
servant-girl  came  to  him  to  Brunsbo,  and  desired  to  serve  in 
his  house.  She  was  accepted.  Another  girl  one  day  quarrelled 
with  her;  when  she  became  so  embittered,  that  she  threatened 
to  go  and  destroy  herself.  She  went  into  the  drying  kiln, 
for  the  purpose  of  suffocating  herself.  "Towards  two  o'clock," 
Swedberg  says,  "a  feeling  of  anxiety  came  over  me  wliile 
I  was  sitting  in  my  study,  and  writing.  My  feehng  of 
anxiety  for  this  Kerstin  increased  more  and  more,  when 
yet  there  was  no  cause  for  such  an  apprehension,  inasmuch 
as  I  did  not  know  what  had  happened  to  her.  I  became 
suddenly  troubled  about  her,  as  if  a  fire  had  been  kindled  in 
me.  1  asked  where  Kerstin  was?  They  answered,  that 
no  one  had  seen  her,  and  that  she  must  be  in  the  drying  kiln. 
The  door  was  locked,  and  the  smoke  was  issuing  from  every 
hole  and  chink.  After  the  door  had  been  forced,  Kerstin  was 
found  lying  on  the  drying  bench,  with  her  face  downwards, 
and  in  the  thickest  smoke,  so  that  we  were  almost  suf- 
focated. Her  arms  and  legs  were  stretched  out.  I  called, 
I  shrieked.  No  motion,  no  sound.  We  laid  her  upon  the 
bed  like  a  stock.  Then  I  sobbed,  and  called  out  with  a 
loud  voice,  Kerstin;  wake  up  and  arise,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ!  Immediately  she  became  conscious,  received  life,  raised 
herself  up,  and  began  to  talk.  Afterwards  I  strengthened 
her  with  God's  Word,  and  gave  her  a  good  draught  of  Rhenish 
wine;  whereupon  she  Avent,  and  followed  her  occupation." 
In  another  place  he  continues,  "It  must  have  been  owing  to 
this,  that  a  report  spread  throughout  the  whole  country,  yea, 
abroad  to  Holland,  England,  and  other  places,  in  the  years 
1712  and  1713,  that  through  a  little  hoiC  in  a  window-pane 
I  had  driven  out  the  devil,  who  had  come  to  me  at  Brunsbo 
in  the  form  of  a  cavalier,  and  spoken  with  me  about  the 
condition  of  Sweden,  and   what  course  the    war   would   take. 
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Or  it  might  have  arisen  from  the  following  occurrence,  \vhicli 
is  true.  There  was  here  in  Skara,  in  the  parish  of  Henda, 
a  woman  who  had  done  a  great  deal  of  evil,  and  who  was 
to  expiate  her  wicked  deeds  on  the  gallows.  She  would  not 
confess  any  of  her  wicked  acts,  and  refused  to  be  led  to  death. 
At  last,  after  a  long  and  weary  work  which  the  clergy  had 
with  her,  she  was  sent  to  me  to  Bruiisbo  with  a  guard.  I 
took  her  with  me  into  my  study,  and  talked  with  her  about  God's 
"Word  in  the  best  and  most  stirring  way  I  could,  and  I  suc- 
ceeded at  last,  so  that  she  confessed  more  and  more,  and 
repented  heartily.  By  virtue  of  my  office  I  assured  her  of 
forgiveness,  &c.  The  following  day  she  went  cheerfully  to 
meet  death.     To  God  alone   be  the   glory!" 

"Sometime  afterwards  one  who  was  possessed  was  led 
about  the  country.  AVhen,  one  day  in  summer,  we  came 
out  of  Asaka  church,  I  saw  a  great  multitude  of  people 
standing  all  round  the  church-yard,  but  I  did  not  ask  why 
it  was.  But  after  we  had  returned  home,  I  inquired  of  my 
servant  what  it  had  all  been  about;  when  he  answered,  that 
it  was  one  possessed,  who  was  led  by  ten  men,  and  that 
when  he  saw  me,  he  said:  'You  grey-headed  old  man  with 
short  hair,  you  have  served  me  a  trick ;  you  have  taken  a  roast 
from  me,  for  which  I  will  pay  you  back.'  The  possessed  said 
further,  that  he  had  been  among  those  who  had  followed  the 
woman  that  was  a  sinner,  when  she  was  led  to  Brunsbo,  but 
that  he  could  not  get  any  further  than  the  door,  where  he 
had  to  remain  (so  spoke  the  unclean  spirit,  and  it  was  in 
winter  when  this  had  happened);  and  'when  she  came  out  again, 
I  had  no  longer  any  power  over  her,  but  I  will  make  you 
pay  for  it.'  The  payment  was  probably  this,  that  he  received 
permission  from  God,  as  he  did  with  Job,  to  destroy  by  a 
vehement  fire,  in  the  month  of  February  in  1712,  the  mansion 
at  Brunsbo  with  all  my  property.  The  fire  began  about  mid- 
night in  the  same  room  where  the  sinning  woman  was  con- 
verted. But  thereby  he  did  not  gain  much.  "God  has  since 
restored  me  everything  double,  as  he  did  to  Job  of  yore,  and 
has  given  me  a  much  more  comfortable  house  and  dwelling." 

"As  I  am  showmg  by  these  things,  how  wonderfully  God's 
grace  has  manifested  itself  through   me,   I  must  also  relate 
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what  follows.  In  the  year  1699,  whilst  I  was  at  Starbo,  one 
of  my  servant-girls  injured  herself  very  much  in  the  elbow. 
The  arm  swelled,  and  she  had  excruciating  pain.  Nothing 
that  was  done  to  her  had  any  effect.  For  many  days  and 
nights  she  had  been  without  rest  and  without  sleep ;  in 
this  condition  she  came  to  me  about  midnight,  while  I  and 
my  dear  wife  were  lying  asleep,  and  begged  me  for  Christ's 
sake  to  relieve  her  of  this  torture,  or  she  would  go  and 
destroy  herself.  She  beHeved  that  I  could  do  so,  if  I  was 
willing  to  take  her  pains  in  hand  here  in  this  room,  as  soon 
as  possible."  Swedberg  did  in  this  case  almost  the  same  as  he 
had  done  in  that  of  the  first  distressed  servant-girl.  '•'■Dictum, 
factum,  i.  e.,  it  was  said,  and  done;"  he  added,  "in  a  moment 
the  paroxysms  of  pain  were  stilled,  and  she  soon  became  sound 
and  healthy  again.     To  God  alone  be  the  glory!" 

Swedberg  was  married  three  times.  His  statements  about 
his  marriages  are  by  no  means  the  least  characteristic  portions 
of  his  autobiography.     We  shall  quote  some  of  them. 

His  first  wife  was  Sara,  daughter  of  Assessor  Albrecht 
Behm,  of  the  Royal  College  of  Mines.  They  celebrated  their 
wedding  on  Dec.  16,  1683,  and  she  brought  him  considerable 
means,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  undertake  his  journey 
abroad.  Of  her  he  relates,  "Although  she  was  the  daughter 
of  an  Assessor,  and  had  been  the  wife  of  the  Dean  of  Upsal, 
and  possessed  great  riches,  she  did  not  at  any  time  dress 
in  accordance  with  her  wealth.  When  all  in  those  times 
wore  that  sinful  and  scandalous  headgear  called  a  fontange, 
she  and  her  children  followed  the  multitude.  But  when  she 
heard  that  in  Gothland  a  cow  had  with  much  pain  and  tor- 
ture, and  amid  pitiful  wailings,  borne  a  calf  with  a  fontange, 
she  took  her  own  and  her  daughters'  fontanges,  and  cast 
them  into  the  fire,  making  a  vow  that  neither  she  nor  her 
children,  as  long  as  they  were  under  her  power,  should  ever 
wear  them  again."  By  her  Swedberg  had  eight  children.  She 
died  June  17,  1696. 

His  second  Avife  was  Sara,  daughter  of  Anders  Bergius, 
the  Dean  (prosten)  of  Norrberke.  She  had  been  married 
before  to  a  merchant  in  Koping  called  Michel  Hising,  and 
aftei-wards    to   J.   Nordlind,    the    magistrate    (hdradslibfding)* 
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She  died  March  3,  1720.  Respecting  his  union  with  her 
Swedberg  writes :  "On  St.  Andrews'  day,  1697,  I  celebrated  in 
a  blessed  hour  my  wedding  with  my  second  dearest  wife,  Sara 
Bergia.  I  had  not  been  acquainted  with  her  before,  and 
to  my  knowledge  had  never  before  seen  or  been  near  her. 
All  at  once  I  heard  of  her  devotion,  her  piety,  and  her 
liberality  towards  the  poor;  I  also  heard  that  she  was  well 
off  in  a  worldly  point  of  view,  that  she  was  good-looking,  a 
good  housekeeper,  and  had  no  children.  In  short,  such  a 
one  as  would  suit  me  very  well.  I  wrote  to  her,  and  made 
her  acquainted  with  my  intentions.  She  agreed  to  my 
wishes.  Two  days  before  the  wedding  I  came  to  Stockholm, 
whither  she  had  also  come,  according  to  our  agreement,  three 
days  before.  I  was  led  into  a  room,  where  she  was  sitting 
alone';  but  I  did  not  know,  nor  could  I  have  known,  that  it 
was  she,  for  no  one  had  informed  me  of  it.  I  sat  down  near 
her.  AVe  talked  together  a  long  time ;  I  conversed  with  her 
on  a  great  many  subjects,  as  with  a  totally  different  person, 
or  with  some  one  of  her  acquaintance.  At  last  she  asked  me: 
Professor,  what  do  you  think  of  our  bargain  ?  I  answered : 
What  bargain  do  you  mean?  That  about  which  you  wrote 
to  me.  What  did  I  Avrite  to  you  about?  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it.  She  said,  Shall  we  not  be  bride  and 
bridegroom  to-morrow  ?  Is  it  you  ?  I  asked.  And  thus  we 
confirmed  our  friendship  by  shaking  hands,  and  with  a  loving 
eml)race."  By  her  Swedberg  had  no  children.  She  died 
at  Skara,  March  3,  1720.  At  the  close  of  the  year  he  was 
married,  for  the  third  time,  to  Christina  Arhusia,  daughter 
of  Joh.  Arhusius,  the  Dean  fprost)  of  Fahlun. 

His  children  were:  1.  Albrecht,  who  died  in  childhood; 
2,  Anna,  married  in  1703  to  Archbishop  E.  Benzelius;  3.  Ema- 
nuel, of  whom  more  below ;  4.  Catharina,  married  to  Dean  Unge, 
to  whom  she  bore  nine  children ;  5.  Daniel,  and  6.  Eliezer,  who 
died  as  young  men;  7.  Hedwig,  married  in  1714  to  Lars 
Benzelstjerna,  who  was  then  Assessor;  8.  Jesper^^,  born  1694. 
He  travelled  to  England  in  order  "to  learn  navigation;"  after- 
wards to  America  and  to  New  Sweden,  where  he  was  a  teacher 
for  five  years  in  the  parish  school  of  Rathkungs-Kihl.  He 
returned  to   Sweden  in    1724,  and  married   Christina    Silfver- 
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svard.  The  events  of  his  hfe  he  relates  in  the  dedication, 
to  Count  Ducker,  Councillor  of  State,  &c.,  which  precedes  the 
book,  Den  sista  hasun  ofver  Tysldand,  i.  e.  "The  last  trombone 
about  Germany,"  Skara  172'±;  9.  Margaretha,  married  to 
Lundstedt,  captain  of  cavalry. 

In  the  year  1719,  Bishop  Swedberg's  wife  and  children 
were  ennobled  under  the  name  of  Swedenborg.  The  Bishop,  re- 
turning thanks  to  the  queen,  says  in  his  letter  of  June  4,  of 
the  same  year,  that  he  was  "surprized  and  pleased,"  although 
he  "would  willingly  have  continued  in  a  lower  rank."  We 
cannot  therefore  say  properly  with  Bhyzelius,  that  at  the  Diet 
"he  procured  for  liimself  and  his  children  the  rank  of  nobility," 
and  that  "it  is  wrong  to  talk  about  a  noble  bishop,  Doctor 
Swedenborg." 

Swedberg's   extended  and   manifold  labours  not  only  pre- 
suppose   on    his    part    extraordinary  industry  and  vigour,  but 
also  a  good  old  age.     He  reached  his  eighty-second  year.     Of 
all  the  bishops  of  Skara,  after  Benedictus  the  Good,  he  filled 
this    office    longest.       His    health    and    his    mental    faculties 
remained  unimpaired  until  1730.     After   the    conflagration  of 
that  year  he  began  to  tremble  very  much,    so  that  he  could 
only  write  with  difficulty.     His  memory  also  was  very  much  im- 
paired during  the  last  year.     But  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
his    sight  was   so    good,   that  he  never  used  spectacles.    As 
early  as  1718,  he  wrote  a  minute   description   of  the  manner 
in  which   he   was   to   be   buried.      "There  shall  no  ceremony 
be  made  with  my  body;  the  nearest  magisters  and  clergymen 
shall   bear  it  out  of  the  house  for   some  distance,    afterwards 
the  peasants  of  the  parish ;  it  shall  all  be  done  in  the  day-time, 
without  any  torches   or  lights.     The  funeral  sermon  shall  be 
preached  on  the  text  [from  the  creed] :  'I  believe  in  the  com- 
munion of  saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the  resurrection  of  the 
flesh,  and  eternal  life.  Amen;'  the  choir  and  the  organ  shall  be 
silent,   and  only   the  prescribed  hymns  shall  be  sung    (at  the 
close  'I  know,   I    shall   arise') ;   at  the    dinner  for  those  who 
are  invited  everything  shall  take  place  in  an  honourable  manner, 
and   what    is   left   shall   be   given  to  the  poor  in   Asaka  and 
Skaraka ;    the    funeral    oration,    (composed   by  himself,)    shall 
be   read    before    the    sermon."      The   Latin   oration,    with  all 
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miniitite,    was    composed    by  Magister  Petrus    Hesselius,    who 
nevertheless  departed  this  life  before  Swedberg. 

Swedberg  died  July  26,  1735.  The  funeral  sermon  was 
delivered  by  Jacob  Benzelius,  Bishop  of  Gotteuburg.  He  was 
buried  in  the  tomb  prepared  for  him  in  the  abbey  church  of 
Vamhem.  Over  the  entrance  to  the  tomb  is  the  following 
inscription  upon  an  oval  stone: 

The  resting-place  of 
Bishop 
Doctor  Jesper  Swedberg 
and  his  dear  wife 
Fru  Sara  Swedenborg. 
Anno  1720. 
Of  his    portrait,     engi'aved    on    copper,    there  have  been 
several   editions;  1.  in  8vo,  engraved  in  Upsal,  1700,   by  Olof 
Thelott;  2.  in  folio  by  the  same,  1699,  with  this  superscription: 
"M:r  Jesper  Schwedeberg.     Denominatus  Pra^positus  Wynioc- 
krensis   et  Professor    Theologins  Ordinarius  Upsaliensis"  (i.  e. 
Rector  of  AVingaker,    and  ordinary  professor   of  Theology  in 
Upsal) ;   with  verses  in   Swedish  and  German ;    3.  in  folio  en- 
graved at  Leipzig  by  Johan  Ch.  Boecklin.     It  has  the  same 
Swedish  and  German  verses  with  this  inscription:  "Jesper  Swed- 
berg S.  Theol.  Doctor  et  Episcopus  Scarensis  antehac  Theol. 
Professor  primarius  et  Pastor   Upsaliensis." 
(Below  is   written:) 

"Hcvc  erat  in  mediis  fades  illcesa  favillis 

Cum  deflagravit,  node  fluente,  domus, 
Sic  qiwqiie  post  ignes,  Genitor,  turn  fame?,  supremos 

Postque  Togos,  vivet  noinoi  aniorque  Ttii." 

(This  portrait  lay  in  the  midst  of  the  burning  ashes  unhurt, 
AVhen  at  night  the  paternal  mansion  was  consumed: 

So  also  thy  name  and  loving  remembi'ance,  O  father, 
Shall  survive  the  funeral  pile  and  the  raging  flames.) 

This  last  mentioned  inscription  is  by  Emanuel  Sweden- 
borg, and  commemorates  the  wonderful  preservation  of  the 
copper-plate  with  the  ])isliop's  portrait,  in  the  fire  which  de- 
stroyed Brunsbo  in  1712.     Swedberg  himself  speaks  of  this  (in 
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his  preface  to  his  Catechism) :  "There  was  also  found  in  the 
ashes  my  portrait  upon  a  copper-plate,  which  was  uninjured, 
being  only  blackened  a  little  by  the  smoke.  When  yet  in  the 
ante-room  a  copper  kettle  which  had  been  full  of  water  was 
melted." 

Among  the  testimonies  in  favour  of  Swedberg  we  may  mention 
that  given  by  a  "trustworthy  author,"  who  says,  that  he  was 
"a  man,  who  if  he  had  lived  a  few  hundred  years  earlier, 
might  have  increased  the  number  of  Swedish  saints,  and 
whose  learning,  industry,  exemplary  life,  good  intentions,  and 
zeal  for  God's  glory  deserve  to  be  venerated  even  by  a  more 
enlightened  century."  And  if  any  one  should  maintain,  that, 
in  episcopal  worth,  Swedberg  stands  foremost  among  the 
prelates  of  Sweden,  this  judgment  could  not  be  regarded  as 
too  venturous. 


DOCUMENT  11. 

FIRST  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG  TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER.^^ 

[The  following  twenty-four  letters,  which  are  now  pnhhshccl 
for  the  first  time,  are  contained  in  the  "Bcrgius  Collection 
of  Letters,"  &c.  (Vol.  IV,  pp.  1 — 51),  which  is  preserved  in 
the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  B.  Bergius,  these  letters  were 
copied  by  him  from  the  originals  in  the  possession  of 
J.  Rosenadler.] 


Noble  and  most  learned  Censor, 

Dear  brother,  and  good,  old  friend. 

Your  favour  was  duly  received,  for  which  accept 
my  best  thanks.  I  am  glad  to  set;  that  you  are  constant  in 
your  friendsliip  for  me,  and  that  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  let  me  knoAV  the  criticisms  which  are  made  in  Stockholm 
upon  my  "Shibboleth,"  and  my  sermon  before  His  Royal 
Majesty  in  Lund;  also  the  criticisms  which  are  made  in  other 
places,  and  likewise  in  Lund.  I  can  write  to  you  with 
much  greater  freedom,  as  we  have  known  each  other  for  such 
a  long  time,  and  are  acquainted  with  each  other's  modes  of 
viewing  things,  and  every  day  habits. 

With  respect  to  the  "Shibboleth,"  I  had  foreseen  all, 
especially  about  Vice  President  Hjiirne,''"'  with  whom  I  agreed 
in  almost  every  thing,  and  who  had  been  my  good  friend  and 
brother.     The  only  points  on  which  we  could  not  agree  were 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  pix  1 — 5. 
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the  letter  h  in  jagh,  migli  and  sliclit,  and  using  a  double  letter 
to  express  a  single  articulate  sound;  still  there  was  not  the 
least  ill-will  between  us.  Yet  I  know  his  disposition  very- 
well,  and  how,  with  his  immoderate  language  and  judgment, 
he  spares  no  one  who  differs  from  him,  no  matter  who  he 
be.  I  was  tlierefore  prepared  to  hear  such  things  from 
him;  and  for  the  same  reason  had  defended  myself  on  these 
two  points  in  my  preface,  §§  15  and  24;  where  also  in  §  20 
I  had  deprecated  any  disputes  on  this  subject.  His  having  in 
his  late  publication  heaped  abuses  upon  other  honest  men,  and 
especially  upon  myself,  moves  me  a  little,  but  not  much.  For 
this  is  due  to  his  arrogance,  in  claiming  to  know  everything 
about  everything,  which  has  always  been,  and  still  is,  one 
of  his  peculiarities.  When  I  was  graciously  ordered  by  His 
Majesty  to  appear  with  my  "Shibboleth"  before  the  learned, 
and  to  submit  it  publicly  to  their  criticisms,  every  thing  went 
on  weU;  but  a  certain  Professor  of  theology  made  a  violent 
attack  upon  the  passage  at  p.  455,  "Shame  upon  you, 
(ivet  hut)  I  christen  you  Andrew,"  saying,  that  if  lie  had 
been  the  Censor,  he  would  never  have  allowed  it  to  be  printed. 
I  let  him  finish  his  railing,  and  then  repHed  to  him 
mildly,  and  among  other  things  told  him:  When  John  baptized, 
he  said  to  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees,  and  to  the  people 
that  came  to  him  to  be  baptized,  "Ye  generation  of  vipers"  &c. 
(Matt,  iii,  7,  Luke  iii,  7).  Therefore  Stigzelius  might  well  say 
to  B,udbeck's  wife,  who  was  then  a  young  maid  and  had  given 
birth  to  a  child,  "Shame  upon  you  (ivet  hut),  I  baptize  you 
Andrew."  And  if  the  Professor  had  then  been  the  Censor,  we 
should  not  have  had  "the  gospels  of  the  evangehsts  Matthew 
and  Luke."  Exception,  however,  was  not  so  much  taken  to 
this,  as  to  that  which  was  said  in  the  letter  respecting  the  priests, 
and  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  nobility.  It  was  also  a  Httle 
too  strong  for  the  priests  and  nobility  of  the  present  day. 
There  were  in  Lund  many  distinguished  persons  of  both  these 
orders,  who  wished  that  my  public  disputation  should  be 
forbidden,  and  who  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  King  for 
that  purpose,  but  in  vain.  The  other  professors  were  much 
milder.  The  disputation  lasted  from  nine  till  two  o'clock; 
and  every  thing  went  off  pleasantly  and  decorously.     No  one, 
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morever,  objected  to  what  I  had  written  about  the  unnecessary 
Ji,  and  the  doubling  of  the  vowels,  but  all  agreed  with  me  in 
this  i)articular.  On  the  following  day  I  had  to  make  a  full 
report  of  it  to  His  Majesty  (for  on  the  day  when  the  dispu- 
tation took  place,  it  was  bitterly  cold,  so  that  the  King 
could  not  come  up,  although  he  had  intended  to  do  so,  as 
he  himself  told  me),  and  for  two  hours  there  was  a  regular 
disputation  on  the  subject  between  the  King  and  myself,  in  the 
presence  of  many  high  gentlemen.  Every  thing  was  done 
graciously,  earnestly,  and  decorously,  so  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  them  to  rejoice  at  my  expense:  on  the  contrarj', 
they  Avere  obliged  to  listen  to  some  wholesome  truths,  of  which 
they  hud  been  afraid,  knowing  my  habit  of  not  keeping  anything 
in  the  background.  But  enough  of  this.  The  Vice-presidenfs^^ 
publication  the  King  lent  me  for  a  week.  I  read  with 
astonishment  his  abusive  language,  and  how  inconsistent  and 
incorrect  he  himself  Avas  in  his  orthography.  1  sat  down  and 
answered  the  whole  of  it,  in  a  reply  amounting  to  about  thirty 
sheets.  I  am  letting  it  rest  for  the  pi'esent,  until  I  see  the 
whole  work ;  but  at  some  future  time  I  will  show  up  his  ill- 
breeding.  I  spoke  to  His  Royal  Majesty  of  Hjarne's^^  peculi- 
arity, in  not  sparing  any  one,  no  matter  how  high  his  position; 
I  also  put  a  short  essay  at  the  beginning  of  the  book,  when  I 
returned  it.  His  Majesty  is  very  much  interested  in  our 
language,  and  he  will  probably  appoint  in  the  universities  and 
other  principal  places  men  Avliose  business  it  will  be  to  teach 
it;  not,  however,  in  the  violent  and  irrational  manner  of  Hjarne, 
but  properly  and  decorously. 

With  respect  to  the  sermon,  most  of  the  high  gentlemen 
were  displeased  with  my  having  said,  among  other  things,  that 
we  have  received  in  the  past,  are  now  receiving,  and  shall 
receive  in  the  future,  the  severe  punishment  of  sinners,  on 
account  of  the  ungodly  life  led  by  us,  which  is  indeed  more 
ungodly  than  before  the  commencement  of  the  war;  so  that 
when  we  come  now  to  our  King,  as  the  people  of  Israel  came 
to  their  Rehoboam,  saying;  '•'■TJiy  father  made  our  yoke 
grievous:  now,  therefore,  make  thou  the  grievous  service  of  thg 
father,  and  his  heavy  yoke,  lighter;^''  we  deserve  the  same 
answer  which  they  received:     '■^My  little  finger  shall  he  thicker 
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tluDi  1)11/  father's  loins.  And  noiv  ■ivliereas  ,nij  j'ather  did  lade 
you  ivitJi  a  heavy  yoke,  I  will  add  to  your  yoke,''"'  &c.  (1  Kings, 
xii,  4-14).  This,  you  see,  was  too  strong  food  for  them, 
which  their  stomachs  could  not  digest.  Afterwards  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  the  King  alone  on  these  topics, 
and  on  many  others  which  I  do  not  venture  to  entrust  to  paper. 
Yet  I  tempered  everything  for  peace  and  mercy.  The  letter 
about  the  magister  and  the  bailiff  in  the  "Shibboleth"  they  [the 
courtiers]  could  not  at  all  endure.  But  my  character  has  always 
been  such,  in  my  life,  in  my  sermons,  and  in  my  printed  works, 
that  I  never  concealed  a  single  one  of  God's  truths,  whether  it 
was  listened  to  or  not,  and  whether  they  raged  against  me.  I 
have  had,  and  still  have,  a  strong  shield  in  Him  whom  I  serve, 
and  I  fear  nothing,  well  knowing  that  they  cannot  touch  even 
a  hair  of  my  head;  still  less  can  they  injure  my  honour,  or  deprive 
me  of  my  goods,  without  the  will  and  permission  of  my  Lord. 
I  also  follow  Paul,  and  say,  '•^For  do  I  now  preach  men,  or 
God?  or  do  I  seek  to  please  men?  for  if  I  yet  pleased  men,  I 
shoidd  not  he  the  servant  of  ChrisV  (Gal.  i,  10).  I  have 
Christ  on  my  side;  him  I  serve.  He  himself  had  to  hear 
them  charge  him  with  having  a  devil,  with  rebelling  against 
CjBsar;  he  had  to  suffer  upon  the  cross,  &c.;  and  he  has 
said  to  us,  who  are  right-minded  priests,  "  Woe  unto  you 
when  all  men  shall  speak  ivell  of  you!  for  so  did  their 
fathers  to  the  false  prophets''''  (Luke  vi,  26).  I  have  now 
grown  so  old  in  my  office,  and  have  not  yesterday,  nor  the 
day  before  yesterday,  gone  up  to  the  King's  house  for  the 
first  time  to  preach  there,  that  I  require  not  to  read  over  for 
a  week  what  I  have  to  preach  and  say.  The  real  cause  is, 
that  I  have  always  challenged,  and  still  challenge,  the  envy 
of  many,  especially  of  my  colleagues.  They  see  what  God  has 
done  and  is  still  doing  through  me  for  the  good  of  the  Church, 
in  building  it  up,  and  this  without  my  having  respect  to  my 
own  honour  and  interest.  This  they  cannot  bear.  That  by 
royal  command  I  have  the  care  of  the  Swedish  Churches  in 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  Church  in  London  in  England  and  the 
one  at  Lisbon  in  Portugal  are  under  my  superintendence, 
you  see,  galls  them.  And  as  I  have  neither  desired  nor 
applied  for  this  superintendence,  but  have  been  commanded  to 
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take  charge  of  them,  I  do  not  wish  to  resign  it.  I  know 
also  that  I  have  more  enemies  and  adversaries  than  there 
are  hairs  upon  my  head.  I  am,  however,  greatly  protited  by 
drawing  so  much  nearer  to  God,  and  walking  more  watchfully 
in  my  path  of  life,  &c.  God  also,  on  that  account,  grants 
me  to  eat  my  bread  with  gladness;  he  grants  me  to  feel 
satisfaction  in  everything  I  do,  so  that  I  can  still  sleep  my  six 
hours  Avith  the  greatest  tranquillity,  and  read  my  Bible  with  the 
greatest  delight;  He  also  gives  me  the  grace  to  feel  in  my- 
self its  truth  and  power.  With  God's  help  I  have,  during 
the  last  two  years,  been  re-translating  our  Swedish  Bible  from 
the  original  languages,  and  hope  within  a  month  to  bring  the 
work  to  a  close.  Let  men  find  fault  and  trifle  as  much  as 
they  choose,  I  will  cling  to  the  wise  saying  of  Solomon, 
"T/;e  fear  of  man  hringeth  a  snare:  hut  ivlioso  imtteth  Jus 
trust  in  the  Lord  shall  he  safe"  (Proverbs,  xxix,  25).  I  com- 
mend you  to  the  mighty  protection  of  the  same  Lord,  and 
remain  with  satisfaction,  ever 

Your  most  dutiful  servant,  and  faithful  friend, 

Jesperus  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  Feb.  28,  1718. 

[P.  S.]  Will  you  please  peruse  at  your  leisure  my  "Shibbo- 
leth," and  let  me  kindly  know  if  you  have  anything  to  remark. 

You  ought  to  propose  to  yourself  to  write  the  history  of 
our  gracious  King.  There  is  much  to  write,  and  no  one  can 
do  this  so  well  as  you.  1  had  a  work  ready  about  the 
"Northern  Lion,"  as  you  may  see  in  the  dedication  of  the 
"Shibboleth,"  in  the  last  paragraph;  but  it  has  been  burnt. 
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SECOND  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SAVEDBERG  TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER.^^ 


Noble  and  Respected  Censor, 
Dear  Brother, 

As  you  may  rightly  judge,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  defend  my  honour  from  the  abuse  which  Vice- 
president  Hjarne,^^  has  heaped  upon  me.  I  have  accordingly 
sent  my  Defence,  which  consists  of  two  parts,  to  my  son- 
in-law,  the  Librarian."  The  first  part  is  devoted  to  a  refu- 
tation of  his  publication,  and  I  shall  send  you  at  once 
what  in  justice  I  have  to  say  about  it.  The  second  part 
is  a  criticism  on  his  orthography,  with  a  preface.  The  first 
part  I  should  like  to  keep  back,  until  his  work  is  completed. 
But  the  second  I  desire  to  publish,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 
In  it  I  shall  unburden  myself  before  God  and  men  of  my 
answer  to  the  question,  whether  God  allows  me  to  defend 
myself  when  I  have  been  injured  by  men.  Moreover,  as  it 
is  natural  for  me  to  do  this,  and  as  I  am  justified  in  doing 
it,  I  hope  and  I  entreat,  that  by  virtue  of  your  office  you 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  examine  my  Defence  (the  second 
part),  and  permit  it  to  be  printed.  I  have  written  to  the 
Librarian,  that  he  compensate  you  for  this  trouble.  I  wish 
you  joy  and  happiness  at  your  meeting.  Remember  me  kindly 
to  my  sisters,-]-  and  brothers-in-law,  and  be  commended  to  God. 
I  remain  with  satisfaction,  always 

Your  most  dutiful  servant, 
Jesperus  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  Sept.  2,  1718. 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  10.  p.  6. 

•{■  The  "sisters"  here  referred  to  are  Brita  Behm,50  Rosenadler's  mother- 
in-law,  who  was  Bishop  Swedberg's  sister-in-law,  and  her  daughter  Catharina 
Swede,  sister  of  Rosenadler's  wife.  (See  Document  18). 


DOCUMENT  13. 

THIED    LETTER*    OF    BISHOP   SWEDBERG   TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 


Noble  and  Learned  Censor, 
Respected  Brother, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  agreeable 
letter.  You  have  not  only  the  liberty  but  the  right  to  make 
any  reasonable  alteration  in  the  defence  of  my  honour;  espe- 
cially if  here  and  there  I  have  in  anything  expressed  myself 
too  harshly.  But  if  you  consider  how  impudent  an  onslaught 
has  been  made  on  my  honour,  you  cannot  wonder  at  my 
using  a  sharp  pen.  As  soon  as  you  give  me  permission,  I 
will  publish  the  second  part;  but  the  first  part  I  shall  hold 
back  until  his  whole  work  has  appeared.  Cannot  a  gram- 
marian express  his  thoughts  on  matters  of  orthography, 
without  an  attack  being  made  upon  his  honour?  I  myself 
having  kept  free  from  personalities.  I  hope  also  that  in  jus- 
tice you  will  not  allow  him  in  future  to  print  anything  like 
bis  first  publication.  In  speaking  of  compensation  for  your 
trouble  I  did  not  speak  in  jest,  but  in  real  earnest.  I  should 
like  to  get  some  information  about  Superintendent^  Brom's 
pietistic  controversy;  will  you  please  to  let  me  know  some- 
thing about  it?  I  also  beg  you  to  devote  a  few  hours  to 
the  perusal  of  my  "Shibboleth"  for  a  second  time.  I  am 
delighted  also  to  see  from  your  mode  of  spelling  that  you  do 
not  employ  the  unnecessary  h  in  mig,  jag,  &c.,  nor  double 
-the  vowels  unnecessarily.      Were   I  so   fortunate   as  to  have 

*  Bergius'  CoUectioii,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  7,  8. 
•j-  The  Swedish  title  of  an  acting  Bishop. 
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but  an  hour's  time,  to  compare    my  arguments  witli  yours,  I 
am  sure  we  should  soon  come  to  an  agreement. 

Will  you  please  to  remember  me  very  kindly  to  your 
mother-in-law  [Brita  Behm^*']  and  the  other  members  of  your 
family,  and  also  to  receive  my  own  kind  remembrances? 

Emanuel*  is  at  present  here,  and  is  seeing  part  vi  of 
his  "Daedalus"  through  the  press.  The  day  after  to-morrow 
he  will  leave  for  Stromstad,  where  he  says  he  is  always  most 
kindly  received  by  the  King.  People  in  our  place  are  in  distress 
from  want  of  bread,  which  cannot  be  purchased  for  love  or 
money,  as  all  the  grain  has  been  bought  up  for  the  use  of  the 
army;  and  the  little  that  remains  has  to  be  saved  for  sowing. 
God  grant  that  everything  may  end  well!  The  coinage  also 
is  causing  a  great  deal  of  confusion. 

Eemember  me  kindly  to  Vice  president  Hjarne,^^  my  good 
old  friend  and  familiar  brother.  I  beg  him  to  remember  the 
hour  of  death ;  and  to  consider  that,  for  the  sake  of  my  office, 
I  am  bound  to  defend  my  honour.  Fama  et  vita  jJCiri  passu 
ambulant.  (Reputation  and  life  go  together).  May  God  be 
gracious  to  him!  Herewith  I  close.  And  commending  you  ta 
the  mighty  protection  of  God,  I  remain  joyfully,  forever 

Your  most  faithful  and  dutiful  servant, 
Jespekus  Swedberg. 

Brunsbo,  Oct.  3,  1718. 

*  The  Bishop's  son  Emanuel  Swedenborg. 
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FOURTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG  TO 
JOHAIi  ROSENADLER. 

"Well-bom  Secretaiy, 
Dear  brother, 

I  have,  together  with  another  good  Christian, 
agreed  to  print  abroad,  in  octavo,  a  Swedish  Bible  which 
may  be  sold  for  a  daler  in  silver,  certainly  not  for  more  than 
one  and  a  half;  and  all  this  for  the  sole  purpose  of  spreading  a 
knowledge  of  God's  "Word.  Of  this  project  I  spoke  in  my 
humble  address  to  His  Majesty  in  the  "Shibboleth,"  §.  38.  I 
am  well  aware  that  those  who  have  the  privilege  of  printing  the 
Swedish  Bible  are  very  much  opposed  to  this.  But  ought  not 
the  honour  of  God's  name.  His  Holy  Word,  and  that  wliich  may 
promote  the  salvation  of  many  souls,  to  avail  more  than  the 
usury  of  many,  derived  from  the  sale  of  God's  Word  ?  I  insist 
also  that  our  Swedish  countrymen  in  India  must  rejoice  at  an 
opportunity  for  letting  God's  Word  live  plentifully  among  them. 
This  our  godly  proposal  I  herewith,  as  in  duty  bound,  make 
known  to  you,  that,  in  virtue  of  your  office,  you  may  submit 
it  humbly  to  the  Royal  College  of  Chancery;  and  I  beg  you 
to  let  me  know  its  favourable  answer,  or  any  other  it  may 
choose  to  give. 

Again,  as  the  clergy  in  India  have  recently  wiitten  to  me 
for  an  abridgment  of  my  "Godly  Exercise  in  the  Catechism," 
I  have  prepared  it.  It  amounts  to  about  ten  sheets.  Will 
you  please,  on  my  account,  or  rather  on  account  of  your  office, 
to    submit    this    also    to    the    Royal    College,    and   obtain    a 

*  Bergius'  CoUection,  Vol.  IV,  p.  9. 
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favourable  answer  for  it,  with  the  privilege  that  no  one  sliall 
reprint  it;  the  same  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  Theo- 
logical Faculty  for  examination  and  approval.  Must  it  be  sent 
up  afterwards,  or  may  I  obtain  your  kind  permission  to  print 
it?  I  should  like  to  have  it  ready  in  time  to  send  it  out  in 
spring.  The  title  is  as  follows:  "A  Godly  Catechism  for 
Children,  "for  the  use  of  the  children  in  the  Swedish  Churches 
abroad,  abridged  from  the  "Godly  Exercise  in  the  Catechism" 
by  Dr.  J.  Swedberg,  Bishop  of  Skara ;  together  with  a  godly 
letter  to  the  Swedish  clergy  in  America." 
Vale,  saluta,  et  2>orro  fave, 

Your  most  obedient, 

J.    SWEDBEEG. 

Brunsbo,  Dec.  1,  1720. 

[P.  S.]     I  wish  to  make  a  present  of  this  little  book,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  the  Bibles,  to  the  chui'ches  abroad. 


DOCUMENT  15. 

FIFTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG  TO 
JOHA^  ROSENADLER. 

Well-born  Secretary, 

Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  thank  you  most  humbly  for  your  own  and 
my  dear  sister's-j-  congratulations  on  my  marriage.  I  hope  I 
have  made  a  good  choice.  Sheij:  reached  Brunsbo  with  her 
company  late  on  Christmas  eve.  On  the  following  day,  at 
one  o'clock,  my  son-in-law,  Magister  Unge,^  oflficiated  at  the 
marriage  ceremony;  no  strangers  being  present.  On  the 
following  day  we  had  the  school-teachers  (Lasmestara)  to 
dinner. 

*  Bergius'  CoUection,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  10-12. 

t  Brita  Belim.     See  Note  50. 

I  Christina  Axrhusia  (see  Document  9,  A,  Table  U.) 
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Thank  God,  she  is  a  very  clever  person,  so  that  I  could 
scarcely  have  fared  better.  You  must  follow  ray  example. 
Do  not  wait  until  it  is  too  late. 

With  respect  to  the  printing  of  the  Bible,  it  is  a  purely 
Christian  work,  the  like  of  which  has  never  been  heard  of 
before  or  will  be  again  in  Sweden,  viz.  a  beautiful  Swedish 
Bible  to  be  sold  for  five  marks  in  silver.  The  devil,  however, 
opposes  this  with  all  his  power,  as  he  did  in  the  time  of  the 
late  King  Charles  XI,  when  I  had  obtained  permission  from 
the  King  to  publish  at  Burchardi's  a  Swedish  Bible  with  beauti- 
ful type  and  upon  good  paper  for  two  dalers  in  silver.  Will  you 
kindly,  with  the  weight  of  your  ofhce,  promote  such  a  holy 
and  such  an  important  work  ?  I  intend  it  chiefly  for  America. 
It  is  sufficient,  then,  for  me  to  let  the  Theological  Faculty 
here  examine  the  little  work,  "A  Godly  Catechism  for  Children," 
for  the  Swedish  Churches  abroad. 

I  have  a  "Complete  Swedish  Lexicon"  ready;  the  words  and 
explanations  are  given  in  Latin,  as  Soranus  has  done  here- 
tofore ;  quotations  are  made  from  the  Bible,  and  from  old  Swedish 
books  in  general  use.  My  son-in-law  Doctor  Benzelius**  thinks 
very  highly  of  it,  and  he  desires  it  to  appear  during  my  life- 
time. I  wish  to  obtain  for  it  the  favour  of  the  Royal  Chancery, 
and  of  yourself.  It  is  not  one  of  those  tilings,  which  are  in 
danger  of  being  opposed  to  the  regulations  of  the  Chancery, 
and  the  regulations  for  printing.  It  will  be  a  legal  quarto. 
If  I  could  find  a  good  publisher  for  it,  it  would  be  well. 
In  time  there  would  be  a  demand  for  it,  and  it  would 
pay  for  itself.  I  have  also  finished:  "Casa  paiq)enim  et 
Gaza  divitum."  (The  poor  man's  house,  and  the  rich  man's 
treasure).  During  the  prevalence  of  the  pestilence  I  wrote 
and  published  my  "Thoughts  on  Death"  (Dodztanclmr).  I  am 
now  preparing  for  "Judgment,"  which  is  to  sound  thus: 
''Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  &c.  I  was  an  hungered,  thirsty, 
naked,  &c."  (Matt,  xxv.)  It  has  been  examined  by  the 
Theological  Faculty;  I  wish  you  would  allow  its  pul)lication. 
Both  books  have  been  mentioned  in  the  "Acta  Literaria," 
published  in  Upsal. 

The  reason  why   the  Bible  is  to  be  printed  abroad,  is  on 
account  of  the  expense  being  less  there.      Care  will  be  taken 
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to  have  the  proofs  read  correctly;  otherwise  we  shall  gain  no 
honour  by  it. 

My  son,  the  Assessor,*  has  come  home,  and  he  reports  that 
old  Hjarne^^  cannot  digest  the  pills  he  has  procured  for  himself. 
Let  him,  in  his  old  age,  consider  for  once,  how  he  has  acted, 
and  endeavour  to  spare  himself  and  others,  by  being  less  abusive. 
But  should  he  do  so  again  during  my  life-time,  he  shall  not 
do  it  without  requiring  to  give  an  account  of  himself.  God 
willing,  the  orthography  of  our  Swedish  language  will  become 
better  known  thereby,  and  more  settled. 

With  many  kind  remembrances  from  myself,  my  wife, 
Emanuel,  and  several  others  present  with  us,  to  you,  sister 
Brita,  and  sister  Caisa*}-,  and  to  the  young  people;  and  with 
many  good  wishes  for  the  New  Year,  and  for  many  others 
that  may  follow,  I  remain,  full  of  affection  and  respect, 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 
Jesperus  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  Jan.  2,  1720. 


DOCUMENT  16. 

SIXTH  LETTER  t  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERO  TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

"Well-born  Secretary, 

Most  honoured  Brother, 

By  the  first   opportunity  I  shall  send 

you  my  Swedish  grammar,  which  will  amount  to  ten  or  twelve 
sheets,  with  the  request  that  you  may  kindly  examine  it,  and  allow 
it  to  be  printed.    I  have  had  many  applications  for  it. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Governor  Hjarne^^  has  received 
permission  from  the  Royal  College  of  Chancery  to  continue 
writing  and  opposing  in  print  my  "Shibboleth,"   and  what  I 

*  Emanuel  Swedenborg. 

f  Catbariua  Swede,  daughter  of  Brita  Behm  Swede,  and  sister  of  Rosen- 
adler's  wife. 

I  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  p.  14. 
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•wrote  in  defence  of  my  honour.  Yet  I  hope  that  you,  by 
virtue  of  your  office,  will  not  allow  him  to  go  on  with  his 
abuse;  in  other  respects  I  am  quite  pleased  to  see  it.  As  one 
knife  sharpens  another,  so  "a  man  sharpeneth  the  countenance 
of  his  friend."  (Proverbs,  xxvii,  27).  Nam  ut  ex  silice  et 
clialyhe  ignis,  ita  ex  conflidu  altercantium  ve^'itas  elicihir.  (For 
as  fire  is  produced  by  the  contact  of  flint  and  steel,  so  trutli 
is  produced  by  the  conflict  of  those  that  differ).  If  you  should 
have  anything  to  say  or  to  emend  in  the  Grammar,  I  shall 
be  very  much  obliged  by  your  mentioning  it  to  me.  My  dear 
wife  and  I  desire  to  be  remembered  to  sister  Brita,  your- 
self, and  your  sister.  May  God  preserve  you  all!  This  is 
the  wish  of 

Your  most  dutiful 

J.     Sw. 
In  his  letter  dated  Jan.  23,  1721,  Bishop  Swedberg  asks: 

" How  is  it?     Which  iron  furnace  or  forge  has  been 

destroyed  in  Helsingland  or  near  Gefle  by  the  Russians? 
Are  the  heirs  of  the  late  Belim  to  bear  this  loss?" 


DOCUMENT  17. 

SEVENTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG  TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

"Well-born  Secretary, 

Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  favour;  I 
Tiave  no  less  cause  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  and  favourable 
judgment  respecting  my  simple  Swedish  Grammar,  and  for 
your  offer  to  have  it  printed  at  your  own  expense.  What  I 
rejoice  most  at  is,  that  you  consider  the  book  of  so  great 
value.  It  will  have  such  value,  if,  in  your  letter  permitting 
the  printing  of  it,  you  will,  by  a  few  words,  render  it  worthy 
of  being  read. 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  lY,  pp.  21,  22. 
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On  the  other  hand,  however,  I  make  this  condition,  that 
he  who  superintends  the  printing  of  it,  should  in  all  parts 
preserve  my  orthography:  first,  in  respect  to  capital  letters^ 
in  not  using  them  except  where  needed,  as  shown  in  one  of 
the  chapters;  secondly,  that  commas,  semicolons,  colons,  and 
periods  be  properly  attended  to;  thirdly,  that  with  respect  to 
the  doubled  vowels,  and  the  unnecessary  h,  he  should  be  very 
careful;  fourthly,  care  must  be  taken  not  to  put  d  or  dhe 
instead  of  t  or  the,  and  so  forth;  and  for  this  purpose  the 
whole  work  must  be  read  through  twice,  yea,  three  times, 
because  the  orthography  is  hereby  made  so  very  different 
from  that  of  others ;  fifthly,  the  quotations  must  be  exactly 
printed;  and  the  printer  must  follow  throughout  my  own 
orthography:  for  in  case  my  manuscript  should  be  copied,  I 
am  afraid  the  copyist  would  not  be  sufficiently  careful  and 
particular.  I  hope  also  that  my  writing  is  distinct  enough. 
As  for  the  rest,  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  to  have  some  copies 
for  my  good  friends,  on  fine  writing  paper.     But  enough  of  this. 

It  is  very  bad  that  Werner^^  should  have  so  much  in- 
fluence as  to  be  able  to  prevent  the  good  work  of  printing  the 
Bible.  If  the  proposal  be  acceded  to,  he  must  promise  that  the 
Bible  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper,  from  good  type,  in  royal 
8vo,  for  five  marks  in  silver,  and  that  the  work  shall  be  done 
within  a  year  and  a  day,  he  being  bound  to  it  by  a  severe 
fine  and  penalty.  His  only  purpose  is  to  prevent  our  good 
work,  as  was  done  by  Keisar  in  making  his  estimates  in 
the  time  of  Charles  XI.  If  we  live,  we  must  see  that  it  be 
done.  I  will  write  to-day  about  it  to  His  Majesty.  It  is  a 
thing  unheard  of,  yea,  it  is  a  sin,  that  such  a  good  purpose 
should  be  defeated. 

I  understand  that  some  persons  have  obtained  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Hjarne's  book  against  me.  I  thank  God  that  this  does 
not  interfere  with  my  slumbers. 

Please  remember  me  and  my  wife  kindly  to  sister  Brita, 
yourself,  and  all  your  family.  Commending  you  to  God's 
mighty  protection,  I  remain  forever 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

Jespekus  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  October  20.  1721. 


DOCUMENT  18. 

EIGHTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG  TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Well-Born  Secretary. 

Most  honoured  brother, 

For  your  honoured  letter,  and  the  great  trouble 
you  are  taking:  for  me,  I  thank  you  very  much.  If,  like  many 
others,  I  did  not  write  or  work  until  an  opportunity  offered,  I 
should  not  be  so  very  troublesome  to  you.  Yet  I  am  so  much 
interested  in  my  subject  that  I  cannot  wait,  and  time  and 
every  hour  would  seem  to  me  twice  as  long,  unless  I  did 
so  at  once.  I  hope  that  this  impulse  comes  from  God. 
The  person  who  is  monetarily  interested  with  me  in  the 
printing  of  the  Bible,  is  beginning  to  get  tired.  But  I  hope 
I  may  succeed  in  'so  strengthening  him,  that  he  may  not  be 
gained  over  by  those  by  whom  I  am  opposed. 

Here  are  several  things  which  I  noticed  in  the  letter  from 
the  College  of  Chancery:  first,  that  "Werner  is  willing  to  print 
the  Bible  in  ordinary  8vo,  in  very  small  type;  while  we  intend 
to  print  it  in  royal  8vo,  in  larger  type;  secondly,  that  he 
charges  six  marks  in  silver  for  his ,  while  we  would  charge  only 
five  marks;  thirdly,  he  desires  to  be  paid  in  advance  for  the 
copies  intended  for  America.  We  give  our  copies  away, 
without  exacting  payment  in  advance.  If  the  College  of 
Chancery  takes  this  into  favourable  and  just  consideration, 
Werner  will  perhaps  abate  his  terms.  I  would  answer 
AVerner  as  Moses  answered  the  servants,  "Enviest  thou 
for  my  salie?  Would  God  that  all  the  Lord^s  people  were 
prophets,  and  that  the  Lord  would  put  his  spirit  upon  them;'* 
(Numbers  xi,  29).  Had  I  the  spirit  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  I  should 
long  ago,  by  prayer  and  calling  upon  God,  have  brought  down 

*  Bei'gius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  23,  24. 
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the  arcliangel  Michael,  who  would  have  assisted  me,  and 
gained  the  victory  for  me  (Dan.  x).  I  hope,  however,  that 
what  God  has  purposed,  no  man  will  be  able  to  prevent. 
Blessed  is  he  who  is  able  to  fear  Him.  "Will  you  please  to 
hold  out  in  this  aifair?  Who  knows  what  God  will  do?  You 
will  receive  God's  reward  in  this  world,  and  also  in  His 
kingdom  above ;  and  all  those  also  who  lend  a  help  in  this  godly 
work.  I  have  heard  that  His  Majesty  has  graciously  assented 
to  all  the  other  points  in  behalf  of  the  Americans.  But  this 
one   man   prevents    all   the  others  from  succeeding. 

It  is  well  that  you  are  so  kind  as  to  take  my  Swedish 
Grammar  under  your  protection,  and  I  give  you  my  best 
thanks  for  it.  "When  E-udbeck,*^  however,  published  his  At- 
lantica,  he  asked  of  the  reader  that  he  should  read  his  book 
ten  times  through;  so  also  I  may  pray,  that  he  who  writes 
about  my  Grammar  should  read  it  several  times  through,  be- 
fore setting  pen  to  paper.  It  is  a  work  that  requires 
to  be  done  with  great  exactness.  I  wonder  that  the  com- 
positor is  not  able  to  set  the  types  from  my  handwriting, 
for  it  is  not  so  very  difficult  to  read.  Should  a  m  be  made 
instead  of  a  v;  a  capital  letter  for  a  small  letter,  or 
vice  versa;  should  an  li  be  placed  at  the  end  oi  jag,  mig, 
an  d  for  an  e,  an  a  for  an  o,  a  d  for  a  <  or  tli,  then  I  lay 
myself  open  to  an  attack  from  my  adversary.  I  asked  you 
to  let  me  strike  off  at  my  own  expense  some  copies  for  my 
good  friends,  on  white  paper,  after  you  had  kindly  written  to 
me  that  you  would  print  it  at  your  own  expense.  Secretary 
Bonowskold^^"  especially  is  one  of  my  good  friends;  should  I 
not  mention  his  name  among  the  names  of  those  to  whom  the 
book  is  dedicated?  I  submit  this  to  your  good  judgment. 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  kind  congratulation.  I 
return  the  same  with  God's  best  blessing,  wishing  you  a  happy 
New  Year,  and  many  happy  returns,  for  our  country's  honour 
and  good,  and  the  joy  and  profit  of  your  family.  I  remain 
forever 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 
Jespeeus  Swedberg. 
Brunsbo,  Dec.  29,  1721. 
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[P.  S.]  I  hear  that  many  are  running  about  with  Hjilrne's 
book  in  manuscript,  which  he  wrote  against  my  defence  of  my 
honour.  They  may  do  so;  I  enjoy  my  food  and  my  sleep  just 
as  well.  But  should  a  copy  fall  into  my  hands,  I  will  not 
leave  it  unanswered. 

"Will  you  please  look  round  for  some  printer  who  would 
print  the  little  catechism  which  is  in  your  charge? 

My  dear  wife  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you;  and  I 
myself,  to  sister  Catharina  Swede.  When  shall  we  hear  of 
her  being  engaged  to  be  married?  She  must  not  be  too  par- 
ticular, nor  be  too  long  in  choosing. 

I  must  beg  you  again  to  make  my  gi-ammar  acceptable, 
by  adding  a  few  words  to  it;  should  they  be  no  more  than 
Burgomaster  Lagerlof  received  for  his  milch-cow.  This  would 
profit  my  simple  work  very  much.  There  is  no  necessity  to 
write  grammars  for  any  other  language,  as  there  are  as 
many  as  ten  for  each. 


DOCUMENT  19. 

NINTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG  TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Well-bom  Secretary. 

Most  Honoured  Brother, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  welcome 
letter.  I  thought  I  had  sent  you  the  little  Catechism;  it 
shall  be  forwarded  at  once.  By  the  widow  of  the  late 
Akerhjelm  I  sent  a  few  days  ago  my  Address  to  the 
mountain-district  of  Fahlun,  and  to  the  clergy  abroad:  this 
is  the  proper  copy.  You  will  please  make  an  agreement 
with  an  honest  printer,  who  has  good  type,  as  to  what  I  shall 
have  to  pay  per  sheet.  I  gave  here  twelve  dalers,  during  the 
time  of  the  paper  currency.  You  will  also  please  to  inquire 
about   the    price    of  paper.     With    respect    to    the    Swedish 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  26,  27. 
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Grammar,  it  will  be  time  enough  after  your  return.  I  have 
now  written  to  Bergmaster  Benzelstierna^  about  his  being 
present  at  the  division  of  the  inheritance,  on  behalf  of  my 
sons  Emanuel  and  Jesper,^^  so  that  this  important  affair  may 
at  last  be  settled.  For-  the  accomplishment  of  which  may  God 
grant  happiness  and  his  gentle  blessing !  I  have  not  time  now, 
on  account  of  the  unexpected  presence  of  strangers,  to  answer 
sister  Brita.^"  Please  remember  me  and  my  wife  kindly  to 
her  and  the  heirs. 

God  grant  my  adversary^^  a  blessed  end,  which  I  wish  for 
him  with  all  my  heart.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  him 
for  writing  against  me,  as  it  has  been  the  cause  of  much 
enlightenment  in  respect  to  our  language.  I  endeavour  as  much 
as  possible  to  prevail  upon  the  pious  man,  who  has  become 
tired  and  uneasy  in  respect  to  his  godly  undertaking, 
touching  the  Bible.  For  this  reason  I  could  not  answer  the 
letter  of  the  College  of  Chancery.  In  case  anything  should 
be  said  about  this  in  the  College,  you  will  have  the  kindness 
to  represent  the  grounds,  of  which  I  spoke  in  my  last,  viz. 
that  Werner  insists  on  having  six  marks  for  the  ordinary  8vo 
in  smaller  type;  while  we  propose  to  charge  five  marks  for 
royal  8vo  in  larger  type;  that  it  is  to  be  a  present  for  America. 
I  commend  you  to  God's  protection.  I  remain  with  due  affec- 
tion, forever 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Jespeeus  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  Jan.  8,  1722. 

[P.  S.]  I  am  very  much  troubled  that  the  compositor  insists 
on  having  my  manuscript  copied.  Would  it  not  be  best  for  you 
to  call  him  and  the  proof-reader  to  your  house  for  a  short 
time,  and  read  with  them  a  few  leaves  of  my  copy,  and  at 
the  same  time  give  them  some  instruction  how  to  print  it? 

As  you  have  received  ten  talents  to  trade  with,  you  ought, 
for  the  great  honour  and  gain  of  our  country,  to  write  the 
histories  of  Kings  Charles  XI  and  XII.  Think  of  this,  when 
you  have  again  a  sleepless  hour  at  night.  Procure  for  your- 
self also  a  good  bed-companion.     Vale. 


DOCUMENT  20. 

TENTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBEEG  TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 


Well-born  Secretary, 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  am  pleased  with  every  thing.  Some  things 
I  have  improved.  When  one  letter  is  too  dark,  a  lighter  one 
must  be  put  in  its  place.  Periods  and  commas  must  be  well 
attended  to.  No  capital  must  be  put  for  a  small  letter,  no  u 
for  a  V.  The  proof-reader  must  study  well  my  grammar ;  w^hich 
may  seem  to  many  unusual.  Some  letter-paper  and  fine 
writing  paper  must  be  added.  My  gratitude  shall  not  fail  you 
for  the  trouble  you  take.  I  now  am  sending  my  little  cate- 
cliism,  with  the  address  to  the  clergy  abroad,  to  Dr.  Ben- 
zelius*  in  Upsal,  that  he  may  superintend  its  printing ;  he  will, 
I  hope,  gain  your  consent  to  have  it  done.  If,  in  your  order 
permitting  the  printing  of  my  little  grammar,  you  would  be 
pleased  to  pass  a  favourable  judgment  upon  it,  it  would  add 
not  a  little  to  its  worth. 

I  am  working  now  with  all  my  might  upon  my  large  diction- 
ary or  Swedish-Latin  lexicon ;  on  which  I  have  been  at  work 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  if  God  grant  me  life,  it  will  be 
finished  witliout  delay.  If  it  see  the  hglit  of  day,  language 
will  be  corrected  and  settled,  i.  e.  if  people  will  allow  sense 
to  govern  them. 

How  goes  it  with  the  printing  of  the  Bible?  His  Majesty 
promises  much  good,  if  he  be  allowed  to  have  his  own  way. 
Such  a  godly  and  wholesome  undertaking  has  never  been,  nor 
ever  will  be,  set  on  foot  again  in  our  land.  Though  Satan  is 
powerful,  yet  He  who  is  more  powerful  will  punish  him. 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV.  p.  29. 
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Nothing  must  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  thought  of 
your  writing  the  history  of  the  late  King  Charles.  If  you 
write  the  true  history,  and  do  not  trouble  yourself  about  what 
others  may  write,  these  will  easily  be  refuted. 

My  wife  and  myself  desire  to  assure  you  and  sister  Brita, 
and  your  family,  of  our  best  respects. 

Commending  you  to  God,  1  remain 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 
Jespeeus  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  Feb.  27,  1722. 


DOCUMENT  21. 

ELEVENTH  LETTER*    OF  BISHOP   SWEDBERO 
TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 


"WeU-bom  Secretary 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  hear  now  that  they  have  at  last  met  for 
the  purpose  of  dividing  the  estate  of  the  late  de  Behm.-j-  May 
God  cause  them  to  agree  in  their  counsels,  and  not  be  too  parti- 
cular: for  they  are  such  near  blood-relations.  More  is  gained 
in  the  end  by  giving  way  a  Httle,  than  by  insisting  on  the 
strictest  right.  They  have  not  been  much  troubled  about 
it;  but  sister  Brita^°  has  had  most  of  the  work  to  do,  which 
ought  to  be  honourably  acknowledged.  If  there  had  been  any 
other  to  superintend,  there  would  certainly  have  been  much 
less  to  divide.  N.  B.  The  poor  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  on 
any  consideration. 

I  do  not  wish  to  look  forward  to  anything  else,  than  that 
His  Majesty  will  act  nobly  with  respect  to  the  printing  of  the 
Bible:  about  which  I  have  written  again  to  His  Majesty. 

If  I  could  have  a  sheet  of  my  grammar  posted  to  me  as 
soon  as  it  is  printed,  it  would  be  well. 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV.  p.  30. 
•{-  See  Document  132. 
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If  I  could  have  one  or  two  leaves  of  my  MSS.,  where,  in 
the  letter  of  a  father  to  his  sons,  who  are  studying  at  the 
university,  he  recommends  some  audores  ascetkos,  as  Herberger, 
Scriver,  Gerhardi,  Scholam  Pietatis,  I  should  like  it  very  much, 
as  I  wish  to  add  something  to  it. 

By  a  scholar  from  Skara,  travelling  to  Upsal  to  the 
University,  I  sent  the  abridgment  of  my  Catechism,  with  the 
Letter  to  the  Swedish  clergy,  -which  according  to  the  regulations 
will  be  submitted  for  your  scrutiny  and  approval. 

Is  Justice  (lagman)  Ulric  FriUilich  with  His  Majesty,  or 
not?  He  accompanied  him  through  the  whole  country,  in  the 
capacity  of  Secretary.  Will  you  please  to  let  me  know  ? 

If  I  had  your  talents,  I  should  certainly  leave  an  immortal 
name  behind  me,  by  writing  the  History  of  King  Charles  XII. 

Is  there  in  the  Swedish  language  a  history  of  King  John,  or 
of  King  Charles  X? 

"With  kind  remembrances  from  myself  and  my  wife 
to  yourself,  and  to  sister  Brita  and  her  family,  I  remain 
steadfastly 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 
Jespeeus  Swedbeeg. 

Brunsbo,  March  13,  1722. 


DOCUMENT  22. 

TWELFTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERa  TO 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

"Well-born  Secretary, 

Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  the  great  trouble 
you  have  taken  in  examining  my  humble  books.  I  shall 
never  forget  to  manifest  my  gratitude  when  opportunity  offers. 

I  am  sending  now  to  Upsal,  and  afterwards  to  you,  my 
Swedish  Lexicon,  submitting  it  to  your  judgment.  Its  publication 
might  be  useful.  But  I  have  so  much  to  print  here  in  Skara, 
that  my  old  age  does  not  suffice  for  that,  and  still  less  for  this 
Lexicon.  I  have  also  ready  a  Latin-Swedish,  and  a  Swedish- 
Latin  Dictionary;  which  it  is  very  necessary  should  see  the 
light.     Each  of  these  volumes  will  make  a  legal  octavo. 

Perhaps  some  printer  in  Stockholm  will  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  printing  them.  He  would  soon  reimburse  himself. 

I  send  back  the  first  sheet  of  my  Swedish  Grammar,  and 
I  have  asked  Magister  Scarin  to  send  me  one  or  two  sheets 
more,  that  I  may  see  whether  he  has  adhered  to  my  orthography. 
The  passages  you  pointed  out,  in  my  letter  in  the  Grammar, 
I  have  taken  into  consideration  and  made  milder.  You  employ 
your  office  to  correct  what  ought  to  be  corrected.  Two 
pair  of  eyes  can  see  more  than  one  pair,  however  sharp  they 
may  be.  Please  recommend  the  work  in  your  official  approval, 
as  I  have  asked  before. 

Remember  me  and  my  wife  kindly  to  sister  Brita  and  the 
other  members  of  your  family. 

Commending  you  to  God,  I  am 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

Jespeeus  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  April,  4.  1722. 

*  Bergius'  CoUection,  Vol.  IV.  p.  31. 


DOCUMENT  23. 

THIRTEENTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERa 
TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

"Well-born  Secretary, 

Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter.  In 
my  answer  I  take  up  the  points  in  the  same  order  in  which 
they  are  treated  in  your  letter. 

You  will  please  to  send  me  the  abridgment  of  the  Catechism 
by  Magister  Enegren,  who  will  journey  hither  at  once  in  order 
to  enter  on  his  pastorate:  for  the  printing-office  in  Skara  will 
soon  commence  operations  again.  I  hope  I  may  obtain  a 
mild  censure  [i.  e.  an  approval  by  the  office  of  censorship]. 

Who  this  Bjorckman  is,  who  ventures  to  print  my  grammar 
at  his  own  expense,  I  do  not  know.  I  did  not  know  other- 
wise than  that  you  expressed  yourself  so  much  in  its  favour 
as  to  be  willing  to  have  it  printed  at  your  own  expense, 
whereupon  I  only  made  the  condition  of  receiving  a  few  copies 
on  writing  and  on  printing  paper.  If  this  had  not  been  so, 
I  would  have  borne  the  cost.  But  as  matters  now  stand  he 
must  agree  to  allow  me  something  considerable  for  my  trouble. 
He  will  make  a  good  thing  out  of  such  a  rare  work. 

My  son-in-law,  Dr.  Benzelius'"'  of  Upsal  has  long  ago  received 
my  larger  Swedish  Lexicon.  As  soon  as  he  receives  word 
from  you,  he  will  send  it  over  at  once.  Besides  this  I  have 
ready  a  smaller  Latin-Swedish,  and  Swedish-Latin  dictionary, 
the  publication  of  which  is  quite  necessary.  Both  will  make 
legal  octavo  volumes. 

It  is  well  that  the  College  of  Chancery  took  in  hand 
a  revolution  in  the  school-regulations.     If  I  might   venture  to 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV.  pp.  32-34 
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express  my  simple  thouglits  on  the  subject,  I  should  first  of 
all  recommend  that  the  tender  youth,  after  learning  the 
Catechism,  commit  to  memory  the  leading  passages  from 
Scripture  on  all  the  articles  of  faith,  for  which  purpose  the  "Syn- 
opsis Biblica"  of  the  late  Laurelius  may  be  augmented,  and  such 
passages  added  as  treat  of  a  Christian  life.  Afterwards  the 
scholars  ought  to  read  my  little  Com^Jendiolum  Hafenrefferi, 
which  I  have  published  in  the  Latin  and  Swedish  languages 
here  at  Skara,  and.  by  which  the  young  are  very  much  profited. 
Might  not  Buchananus,  Prudentius,  and  others,  be  read  instead 
of  Ovid  and  Virgil?  And  instead  of  heathenish  Greek  books, 
the  Wisdom  of  Sirach  and  Tobit  in  the  Greek  language,  to- 
gether with  the  New  Testament?  So  that  the  young,  at  the  same 
time  they  are  increasing  their  knowledge  of  these  languages, 
may  also  grow  in  the  fear  of  God.  One  chapter  in  the  Swedish 
Bible  ought  to  be  read  every  day  by  a  lector  theologice. 
Here  at  Skara,  where  we  have  about  700  boys,  scarcely  three 
had  a  Swedish  Bible  when  I  came.  It  is  wrong  of  the 
College  of  Chancery  not  to  assent  to  my  proposition  about 
the  printing  of  the  Bible.  No  doubt  you  have  had  a  similar 
experience;  wherefore  I  can  express  myself  with  greater  freedom, 
and  say:  Crede  Ruperto  experto. 

Governor  H.'s^^  book  against  me  will  probably  be  sub- 
mitted for  your  examination.  God  grant  he  leave  out  all 
abuse;  for  the  rest  I  am  not  afraid.  I  forgot  to  remark 
on  the  opinion  of  the  College  of  Chancery  on  the  subject  of 
language,  that  no  one  can  invalidate  my  opinion,  that  we  have 
the  best  grammar  in  the  Bibles  of  Gustavus  I  and  II, 
and  in  the  writings  of  the  same  period,  and  that  if  any  one 
is  not  familiar  with  these  works,  he  will  never  be  able  to 
succeed  in  this  matter.  If  any  one  abandon  these,  he  upsets 
the  Bible,  the  prayers,  the  usual  hymns,  and  also  the  laws,  &c; 
and  then  the  confusion  will  be  worse  than  we  have  had  at 
any  time.  It  would  be  well,  if  this  matter  could  be  post- 
poned until  after  the  appearance  of  my  grammar.  This  is 
the  most  difficult  point  in  the  whole  regulation  of  schools. 
And  if  you  fi.  e.  the  College  of  Chancery]  establish  rules,  if 
you  order  and  command  in  opposition  to  my  grammar,  it,  not 
you,  will  win,  and  thus  the  matter  will  be  settled. 
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It  is  a  pity  Major  Sclionstrom*^  and  liis  brothers-in-law 
are  so  um-easonable.  I  expect  to  hear  better  news  about  my 
son-in-law  Assessor  Benzelstierna.^  These,  then,  are  the 
thanks  sister  Brita'^''  gets  for  all  her  trouble.*  If  another  had 
had  it  in  hand,  there  would  be  less  money  to  quarrel  about. 
Do  not  let  the  matter  come  before  the  courts,  but  only  before 
good  men.  This  is  a  fat  goose  to  pluck  before  the  courts. 
You  had  better  let  them  have  5000  dalers,  if  they  have  the 
conscience  to  take  them. 

"With  kind  regards  to  sister,  and  commending  you  to  God, 
I  remain 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

J.    SWEDBEKG. 

Brunsbo,  May  15,  1722. 

[P.  S.]  If  you  should  meet  Secretary  Bonoschold,^^"  please 
remember  me  kindly  to  him,  and  ask  whether  no  answer  will 
be  given  to  my  application  to  His  Majesty  for  the  free  impor- 
tation of  paper? 


DOCUMENT  24. 

FOURTEENTH  LETTERf  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG 
TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Well-born  Secretary, 

Most  honoured  Brother, 

When  you  wrote  me  that  you  would  invest  in 
my  little  grammar,  I  was  highly  pleased  with  the  arrangement, 
provided  I, might  advance  the  paper  for  some  forty  or  iifty 
copies  for  my  own  use;  but  since  Mr.  Tengmark  wrote  to  me 
that  the  printer  Bjorkman  Avished  to  have  some  money  in  ad- 
vance for  his  work,  the  subject  has  presented  itself  in  a  different 
light.    It  remains  settled,  then,  as  you  have  agreed  with  him, 

*  See  Section  IV. 

•|-  Uergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV.  i).  35. 
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that  Bjorkman  should  go  on  prmting  this  on  his  own  account. 
He  vdW  no  doubt  be  re-imbursed  for  his  expenses,  after  the 
work  is  once  finished.  My  only  stipulation  is,  that  I  should 
receive  forty  or  fifty  copies,  as  you  had  promised  me  before. 
As  soon  as  I  receive  the  account  for  the  paper,  I  shall  pay 
it  most  thankfully.  I  wish  very  much  that  Bjorkman  would 
hurry  on  a  little,  so  that  the  grammar  might  appear  during 
my  life-time.  If  I  live  to  see  the  28th  of  August,  I  shall 
have  completed  my  seventieth  year,  and  according  to  David's 
statement,  I  must  then  be  prepared  to  meet  death;  inasmuch 
as  he  says  that  the  extent  of  human  life  is  seventy,  and,  at  the 
utmost,  eighty  years. 

I  should  like  to  get  my  little  Catechism  by  some  student 
travelling  hither.  The  printing-office  in  Skara  "svill  be  soon  in 
order  again.  I  hope  for  a  favourable  "censur."  I  cannot 
find  a  convenient  Swedish  expression  for  this  word.  "Bifall," 
i.  e.  applause,  or  assent,  is  too  feeble. 

Governor  Hjarne's^^  last  essay  against  me  has  also  come 
into  the  hands  of  many  persons  down  here;  by  whom  it  is 
sought,  copied,  and  read  Avith  avidity.  I  have  not  yet  seen  it. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  like  himself  It  is  possible  I  may 
get  to  print  the  first  part  of  my  answer  to  his  fii'st  abusive 
publication. 

I  should  like  to  get  a  copy  of  the  clever  biography  of  the 
late  King  Charles  XII.  Please  to  remember  me  kindly  to 
sister  Brita  and  to  the  members  of  both  your  families.  Com- 
mending you  to  God,  I  remain 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

J.    SWEDBEEG.- 

Brunsbo,  June  12,  1722. 


DOCUMENT  25. 

FIFTEENTH  LETTER*  OF   BISHOP  SWEDBERG 
TO  JOHAN   ROSENADLER. 

Well-born  Secretary, 

Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  regret  there  are  such  stubborn  and  unreason- 
able heads,  as  are  unable  to  receive  in  peace  the  rich  blessings 
of  God,  without  going  to  law  about  them.  This  also  will  be 
the  reward  to  our  good  sister  Brita  for  all  the  trouble  she 
has  taken.  I  should  like  to  see  whether  they  would  have  had  as 
much,  if  another  had  taken  it  in  hand.  But  such  is  the  world's 
recompense.  As  for  myself,  I  have  had  so  little  to  do  with 
such  things  during  the  last  twenty  years,  that  I  know  as  little 
about  them  as  a  babe  which  was  born  yesterday.  My  son, 
the  Assessor,-|-  however,  knows  all  about  these  things,  and  he 
will  probably  arrange  matters  so  with  sister  Brita,  as  to  bring 
about  an  agreement.^ 

Please  admonish  the  printer  to  be  a  little  quicker  with  my 
grammar.  If  I  should  come  to  an  end  before  my  grammar, 
I  am  afraid  my  adversary  will  find  much  to  criticize.  This 
might  happen  even  if  all  were  well  and  correctly  printed:  for 
much  depends  upon  one  word  and  one  letter. 

Your  most  dutiful  servant, 
Jespeeus  Swedbeeg. 

Bninsbo,  July  10,  1722. 

[P.  S.]  Hjarne's'^'^  essay  or  answer  to  my  Defence  is  circulating 
dowTi  here ;  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  it.  As  long  as  arguments 
are  taken  for  what  they  are  worth,  it  does  not  worry  me  much. 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV.  p.  36. 

•{•  Emcinuel  Swedenborfr. 

%  For  further  particulars  respecting  this  affair,  see  Section  IV. 
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You  are  acquainted  with  the  gentlemen  and  secretaries  in 
the  Senate  and  the  College.  Let  me  know  whether  a  resolution 
has  been  passed  in  favour  of  the  free  importation  of  paper. 
Also,  whether  the  College  of  Chancery  has  handed  in  its  opinion 
about  the  printing  of  the  Bible.  It  is  a  thing  unheard  of 
to  sell  a  beautiful  Swedish  Bible  in  royal  octavo  for  five  marks 
in  copper :  and  yet  such  a  thing  is  a  matter  to  dispute  about! 
0  tem])ora! 


DOCUMENT  26. 

SIXTEENTH  LETTER*   OF  BISHOP  SWEDBEEG 
TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

"Well-born  Councillor  of  Chancery, 
Most  honoured  Brother, 

With  great  joy  I  heard,  on  my  arrival  at 
Mariestad,  that  you  have  been  advanced  to  the  office  and 
honour  of  a  Councillor  of  Chancery.  I  desire  to  congratulate 
you  on  this  with  all  my  heart;  and  I  wish  you  may  live  long 
in  the  service,  and  for  the  honour  of  our  country,  and  for  our 
happiness,  who  are  your  nearest  relatives.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  you  will  more  vigorously  push  to  a  gratifying  end  the 
godly  purpose  of  printing  the  Bible,  which  has  as  long  re- 
mained unsettled  in  the  College  of  Chancery.  Both  His 
Excellency  Count  Swen  and  His  Royal  Majesty  have  pro- 
mised that  this  matter  shall  be  brought  to  a  favourable  close. 
Brother  of  my  heart,  help  this  most  important  object,  and 
God  will  help  you  again. 

The  enclosed  sheet  I  have  received  by  mail  here  at  Mariestad. 
As  it  was  not  accompanied  by  a  letter,  but  only  furnished 
with  a  large  seal  of  authority,  I  have  concluded,  that  it  is 
from  you.  I  wish  very  much  that  the  printer  would  hurry  a 
little  more  with  the  book  than  he  has  done  heretofore. 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV.  p.  37. 
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My  son  Emanuel  is  probably  in  Stockliolm  about  tliis  time, 
and  I  have  instructed  him  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
you  on  the  division  of  the  inheritance,  and  so  avoid  law-suits, 
w'hich  require  roundabout  Avays,  whereby  the  greater  part  of  the 
moneys  passes  into  the  hands  of  the  lawyers. 

His  Majesty  will  not  come  down  to  Westgothland  till  the 
month  of  September.  Emanuel  ought  to  know  this.  Would 
to  God  he  succeed  with  his  many  experiments  and  discoveries 
(funder),  and  that  experience  may  prove  their  value.  DiiFerent 
ores  are  found,  and  other  modes  of  treating  them  prevail  in 
Germany  and  in  Sweden.* 

Please  remember  me  kindly  to  Sister  Brita  and  your  family. 

Commending  you  to   God,    I  remain,    wdth   continued  respect, 

forever 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

Jespeeus  Swedberg. 


DOCUMENT  27. 

SEVENTEENTH  LETTERf  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG 
TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Well-bom  Councillor  of  Chancery, 
My  dear  Brother, 

Last  week  I  had  the  honour  of  congratulating 
you,  and  of  askhig  God's  omnipotent  protection  for  you  in  your 
distinguished  office.  On  account  of  your  well-known  zeal  for 
the  promotion  of  learning,  I  hope  that  God  will  cause  much 
good  to  come  out  of  it.  I  am  assured  also  that  the  aft'air  of 
the  printing  of  the  Bible  will  now  be  pushed  with  proper  energy, 
and  that  it  will  reach  a  desirable  end.  His  Excellence,  Count 
Swen,  has  promised  much  that  is  good  and  favourable.  If  this 
matter  be  not  accomplished,  the  spiritual  welfare  of  many  will 

*  For  further  ijarticulars  on  this  subject  see  the  proceedings  for  1722,  in 
Section  V. 

t  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV.  pp.  39,  40. 
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suffer;  and  many  evil  consequences  will  come  upon  us  from 
God's  judg-ment.  Dear  Brother,  be  on  your  guard.  Who  knows, 
if  God  has  not  raised  you  for  this  very  purpose  to  your  present 
post  of  honour?  No  delay  with  the  grammar  will  he  caused 
by  me.     Lately  I  have  been  on  visitation. 

I  thank  you  much  for  the  favourable  censorial  opinion 
of  my  Catechism.  I  hope  to  receive  the  same  for  my  Grammar, 
which  will  be  of  great  use  to  the  work.  The  Lexicon  is  proba- 
bly now  in  your  hands.  It  was  a  most  difficult  and  laborious 
work,  extending  over  thirty  years.  The  lesser  Swedish-Latin 
and  Latin-Swedish  Dictionary  I  have  also  ready,  but  without 
any  quotations.  Each  of  these  works  will  make  a  moderate 
octavo  volume,  and  will  form  a  useful  and  necessary  work,  so 
that  the  publisher  ought  to  make  a  good  profit  by  it.  I  have 
so  many  works  on  spiritual  subjects  to  print,  that  ten  years  will 
not  suffice  for  them. 

I  hear,  then,  that  old  Hjarne^^  is  selling  out  (sciljer  af).^ 
May  God  change  his  heart! 

Emanuel  gives  me  hope,  that  those  concerned  will  soon 
agree  about  the  division  of  the  inheritance.     God  grant  it! 

As  in  the  time  of  the  pestilence  I  wrote  my  thoughts  on 
death,  so  as  to  prepare  myself  for  judgment,  I  have  now  written 
my  thoughts  upon  the  last  judgment,  calling  the  book  Casa 
jjcmperiim  et  Gaza  clivitum.  It  treats  of  real  mercy  towards 
the  poor  and  wretched,  on  the  basis  of  Matthew  xxv.  I  ivas  an 
Jumgered,  c&c. ;  striving  to  live  in  accordance  therewith,  and 
in  such  a  manner,  as  not  to  be  found  wanting  in  the  day  of 
judgment.     The  book  is  of  the  same  size  as  my  Catechism. 

Will  it  not  be  sufficient  for  the  lectors  in  theology  here 
at  Skara  to  examine  it,  as  they  did  with  the  "Sabbath  Rest," 
the  "Catechism,"  the  "Thoughts  on  Death,"  "Rules  for 
Youth,"  &c;  so  that  I  need  not  send  it  to  you,  who  have, 
besides,  your  hands  full  of  works  that  are  to  be  printed? 

Together  with  Emanuel  I  am  waiting  for  the  funeral  sermon 
on  the  late  King,  and  the  personal  account  of  him.  The  latter 
I  have  a  great  desire  to  read.  The  former  is  probably  more 
general. 

*  Perhaps  this  passage  ouglit  to  read  seglar  af,  i.  e.  is  sailing  away,  is 
departing.     Yet  Hjarne  did  not  die  until  1724. 
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Please   remember  me   kindly  to    sister   and  to   the  young 
people.     I  commend  you  to  God,  and  remain  with  great  respect 
Your  most  dutiful  and  faithful  servant, 

J.    SWEDBEKG. 

Brunsbo  Aug.  7,  1722. 

[P.  S.]  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  {graciously  presented 
me  with  600  dalcrs  in  copper  for  the  printing  of  the  Catechism, 
and  also  600  dalers  in  copper  for  the  printing  of  the  Address 
to  the  mountain  district  ot  Fahlun.  Thus  God  raises  up  those 
by  whom  that  which  is  godly  may  be  promoted.  But.the  Bible 
is  forbidden  to  be  printed.  Werner®'  avails  more,  than  many 
hundred  souls. 

I  have  now  a  very  laborious,  but,  I  hope,  useful  work 
in  hand,  viz.  to  make  a  list  of  those  who  have  explained  the 
various  Bible  passages;  as  Dorhreus  has  done,  who  calls  his 
work  IJihlia  Kumerata.  But  among  the  fifteen  commentators 
that  he  has  cited  to  each  verse,  scarcely  three  have  furnished 
explanations  ;  the  rest  have  simply  given  quotations.  The  work 
does  not  allow  me  time  for  sleep.  I  have  now  gone  as  far  as 
Micah. 


DOCUMENT  28. 

EIGHTEENTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG 
TO  JOHAN  ROSENAJDLER. 

Well-born  Councillor  of  Chancery. 
Most  honoured  Brother, 

Thank  God,  the  Grammar  is  progressing 
towards  the  end!  The  printer  is  now  beginning  the  title, 
the  censorial  permission,  and  the  dedication.  According 
to  the  opinion  you  express  in  the  censorial  permission,  the 
work  will  be  appreciated  and  sought  after.  I  therefore 
beg  for  a  mild  judgment.     There   is  another  member  of  the 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  j).  41. 
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Chancery,  who  ought  to  be  introduced  into  the  dedication,  viz. 
Secretary  Carlsson.  He  is  a  fine  gentleman.  1  made  his 
acquaintance  recently,  when  he  was  here  with  the  gentlemen 
of  the  government.  Perhaps  more  of  the  Secretaries  might 
and  ought  to  be  mentioned;  so  that  no  one  who  deserves  to 
be  named  as  well  as  some  of  the  others,  may  be  slighted. 
The  inspector  of  the  post-ofilce  in  Stockholm  is  said  to  fill  a 
similar  function.  These  points  I  leave  to  your  good  judgment. 
As  I  do  not  knovv'  whether  Emanuel  or  Assessor  Benzel- 
stierna^  is  in  Stockholm,  I  beg  you  to  be  kind  enough  to 
receive,  in  return  for  the  enclosed  receipts,  the  gracious  gifts 
of  the  Queen,  and  to  keep  them  until,  God  wilhng,  1 
come  to  the  Diet.  I  had  to  promise  His  Majesty  to  come, 
although  I  was  very  loath  to  do  so.  If  Emanuel  and  Benzel- 
stierna®  are  in  Stockholm  I  beg  them  to  hire  a  room  and 
bed-chamber  with  board  for  me,  for  just  charges.  Would  to 
God  I  could  be  your  comrade  at  sister  Brita's,  to  whom 
you  will  please  remember  me  most  kindly,  and,  commending 
both  her  and  her  family  to  God,  I  remain,  with  the  greatest 
respect, 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

J.    SWEDBEEG. 

Brunsbo,  October.  19,  1722. 

[P.  S.]  Is  no  favourable  termination  to  be  expected  in 
the  College  of  Chancery  to  the  application  for  printing  the 
Bible?    His   Excellency  Count  Horn  has  made  fair  promises. 


DOCUMENT  29. 

NINETEENTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG- 
TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Well-bom  Councillor  of  Chancery. 
Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  presume  you  will  give  your  kind  consent 
to  the  publication  of  the  two  useful  school  books  Avhich  I 
left  in  your  hands  during  my  stay  in  Stockholm,  viz,  the  Latin- 
Swedish,  and  the  Swedish-Latin  Dictionaries.  In  these  I  have 
endeavoured  to  give  pure  and  correct  Swedish,  not  only  in 
respect  to  orthography,  but  also  in  respect  to  the  declensions 
and  conjugations.  On  account  of  my  havhig  carefully  at- 
tended to  this,  I  hope  that  you  will  give  your  favourable 
assent  to  these  two  small  dictionaries,  and  will  speed  them 
on.  As  soon  as  I  receive  your  consent,  I  intend  to  have  them 
printed  here  at  Skara,  during  my  life-time;  for  we  have  new 
type  here.  Unless  this  be  done  we  shall  remain  barbarians  in  our 
own  country.  Could  I  get  them  sent  here  by  some  student  who  is 
returning  home,  I  should  like  it  very  much.  A  student  of  West- 
gothland  reads  with  the  sons  of  Assessor  L.  Benzelstierna^;  he 
no  doubt  could  find  out  some  returning  student.  My  son 
Emanuel  intends  to  come  down  here  for  Christmas.  Cleverus 
is  doing  much  better,  but  Fahlundius  is  just  as  difficult.  How 
did  the  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  justice  find  matters?  Please 
remember  me  kindly  to  the  sisters  and  the  little  boys. 
Commending  you  to  God,  I  remain  with  great  respect 

Your   most  obedient  servant, 
.Jespehus  Swedbekg. 
Brunsbo,  October  24,  1723. 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  p.  43. 
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TWENTIETH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBEEG 
TO  JOHAN  EOSENADLER. 

"Well-born  Councillor  of  Chancery, 
Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  had  the  honour,  a  short  time  ago,  of  receiving 
your  letter.  With  respect  to  Festus  Magnus,  this  was 
originally  a  short  sermon,  Avhich  I  did  not  think  worth 
while  to  send  through  purgatory,  especially  as  it  treated 
of  subjects  to  which  no  objection  could  be  taken.  After- 
wards it  grew  to  its  present  size.  I  ask  to  be  excused.  It 
shall  not  happen  again.  I  thought  you  had  seen  a  specimen  of 
my  Pharos  Sacra.f  I  hope  I  may  obtain  leave  to  print  it  without 
sending  it  over;  it  comprizes  six  quartos.  For  the  whole 
of  my  "Sabbath's  Rest",  I  had  in  1708  the  consent  of  the 
late  Hogwal,  as  has  been  stated  at  the  beginning  of  the  book; 
so  that  the  two  remaining  parts  need  not  be  sent  to  the 
Consistory  in  Gottenburg,  and  so  forth;  moreover  they  will 
have  to  lie  unprinted,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  importing 
paper  free  of  duty.  Not  fifty  cart-loads  would  remove  all  the 
printed  sheets  I  have  in  stock,  and  which  were  printed  at  my 
own  expense;  and  I  can  testify  upon  my  honour  that  I  have 
not  had  at  the  utmost  more  than  four  hundred  reams  of  paper 
free  of  duty.  Let  it  be  so.  Let  another  WTite,  print,  and  pay 
as  much  as  I  have:  men  have  learned  better.  I  am  only 
sorry  that  paper  free  of  duty  is  not  granted  for  the  printing 
of  the  Bible.  Please  remember  me  kindly  to  Mr.  Barck,  the 
Secretary  of  State;  he  is  a  countryman  of  mine,  and  a  good 
friend  and  brother ;  a  most  learned  man;  inclined  to  promote  the 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  p.  45. 

f  The  nature  of  tliis  Pharos  Sacra,  wliicli  means  "Sacred  Beacon-light," 
■wiU  be  found  explained  in  Document  33. 
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circulation  of  Swedish  books;  and  likewise  inclined  to  show 
to  those  across  the  sea  that  people  live  here.  The  late  King, 
Charles  XII,  gave  me  permission  to  import  paper  free  of 
duty.  I  sent  the  permission  to  the  Exchequer-College,  but 
it  did  me  no  good,  as  I  received  no  ansAver.  And  meanwhile 
the  printing-office  at  Skara  was  burnt.  President  Feif  can 
testify  to  the  above.  I  have  several  works  ready.  But  they 
must  lie,  and  after  my  death  they  will  be  used  by  woman-kind 
to  wrap  cakes  and  pies.  But  one  thing  more.  Chamberlain 
Hans  Hijcrta  is  down  here;  he  gave  me  to  understand  that 
he  is  well-disposed  towards  your  dear  sister-in-law,  Miss  Behm. 
I  know  nothing  but  good  respecting  him.  ShaU  he  declare 
liimself? 

Vale,  saliita  et  iwrro  fave. 

J.    SwEDBEEG. 

Brunsbo,  October  23,  1724. 


DOCUMENT  31. 

TWENTY-FIRST  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWEDBERG 
TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Well-born  Councillor  of  Chancery. 
Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  find  they  are  favourable  to  me  in  your  College. 
Let  this  be  so,  until  God  intervene  with  His  powerful  hand. 
As  I  wTote  you  last,  I  sent  to  both  their  Majesties  the  original 
letter  of  Charles  XII,  respecting  a  yearly  exemption  of  500 
reams  of  paper  from  the    payment    of   duty;   a  copy  of  it  I 

enclose  herewith.    So  it  goes  when  the  authorities .1  can 

assert  upon  oath  t^at  I  never  imported  a  hundred  reams  since 
I  began  printing;  and  now  several  thousand  reams  are  printed, 
as  may  be  seen  at  my  house,  where  all  my  rooms  are  filled 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  47.  48. 
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with  my  writings.  And  Moller  has  charged  me  as  much  for 
printing  as  he  has  any  one  else;  and  since  he  has  the  King 
in  his  favour,  he  makes  heavy  charges.  It  would  be  well, 
if  I  succeed  one  day  in  obtaining  leave  to  import  fifty  reams 
of  paper  for  the  Bible  free  of  duty.  Since  the  year  1701  I 
have  petitioned  for  this  holy  and  wholesome  work.  But  so 
it  goes  when  the  authorities.  Is  that  not  a  queer  measure, 
that  the  Hymn-Book  from  Skepsholm  is  no  longer  per- 
mitted to  be  sent  to  New  Sweden;  when  yet  they  have 
never  had  any  other  there  ?  Think,  that  it  will  cost  over 
10,000  dalers  in  silver  to  send  them  a  requisite  supply; 
think  too  of  the  confusion  in  the  singing,  from  having  previously 
used  my  Hymn-Book!  It  is  very  remarkable  also,  that,  after 
Charles  XII  wrote  home  from  Poland  that  the  necessary 
supply  should  be  sent  thither,  I  went  up  to  the  Council,  when 
His  Excellency  Count  Horn  went  out,  and  after  I  had  brought 
forward  my  objections,  it  was  resolved,  against  the  will  of  a 
sovereign  Prince,  to  send  mine  there  instead;  which  was 
done.  And  the  Hymn-Book  belongs  to  me;  my  30,000  dalers 
are  invested  in  it.  I  have  to  thank  my  colleagues,  that  it  is 
now  prohibited  to  be  sent  thither.  They  ought  to  buy  copies  of 
their  own  Hymn-Book  at  their  own  expense,  and  send  them 
there,  and  order  the  others  to  be  cast  into  the  fire.  Many  have 
written  to  me  about  my  "Godly  Exercise  in  the  Catechism."  It  is 
out  of  print,  and  I  have  thought  of  printing  a  second  edition. 
So  also  inquiry  has  been  made  after  the  two  remaining  parts 
of  my  "Sabbath's  Rest."  The  women  will  make  use  of  these  after 
my  death.  Olof  Rudbeck,*''  D.  Gezelius,  and  several  others, 
received  assistance  from  the  public  for  the  printing  of  their 
works ;  I  have  not  received  a  farthing.  And  yet  a  hundred 
cart-loads  of  unsold  books  lie  at  my  own  house,  without 
counting  those  in  other  places.  It  is  possible  that  I  may 
never  obtain  my  rights  in  these  things.  If  God  prolong 
my  life  until  the  next  Diet,  I  will  give  them  a  bit  of  my 
mind.  Where  are  the  books  written  by  my  colleagues?  Shame 
on  us,  that  we  are  compelled  to  buy  and  read  the  books 
written  by  the  learned  abroad !  Neither  have  I  received  any 
answer  to  my  application  for  another  clergyman  for  America, 
in   the   place    of  Magister    Hesselius.      A   certain   Lidenius, 
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who  has  been  there  for  fifteen  years,  is  now  about  to  come  home. 
There  are  four  churches  there,  and  only  three  clergymen. 
How  soon  one  of  these  may  sicken,  and  die!  It  would  not  be  an 
easy  matter  then  to  get  a  minister  there !   0  tenqmra,  o  mores! 

I  have  also  intended  to  publish  a  "Godly  form  of  govern- 
ment," based  on  King  David's  Psalm  ci.  Where  shall  I 
send  this  to,  in  order  to  have  it  examined  censorially?  This 
too  may  in  coiu'se  of  time  be  used  by  the  women  for  their  cakes. 

If  I  had  not  written  to  the  Queen  on  the  subject,  there  would 
never  have  been  any  resolution  about  the  paper  for  the  Bible. 
She  thinks  a  great  deal  of  my  Hymn-Book,  and  is  anxious  that 

it  should  be  sent  to  America.     But  the   authorities .You 

must  do  your  best  in  favour  of  it  by  virtue  of  your  ofiice. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  I  wrote  in  my  last  is  engaged  to 
be  married  to  General  Rebener's  daughter.  He  makes  a 
rich  match,  since  there  was  so  much  delay  in  taking  any 
action  upon  his  first  proposal.  My  kind  regards  to  all.  Com- 
mending you  to  God,  I  remain  to  the  end  of  my  life 

Your  most  dutiful  and  sincere  servant, 
Jesperus  Swedbekg. 
Brunsbo,  Dec.  1,  1724. 

DOCUMENT  32. 

TWENTY-SECOND  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWED- 
BERG  TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Well-bom  Councillor  of  Chancery, 
Most  honoured  Brother, 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  most  graciously 
granted  the  means  for  publishing  my  America.  AVill  you 
please  get  the  copy  of  the  MSS.  from  the  Queen  through  Lady 
Duba,  and  give  your  consent,  so  that  it  may  be  printed?  It 
consists  mostly  of  historical  matters,  and  does  not  contain 
anything  for  the  censors. 

Commending  you  to  God,  I  remain 

Your  most  dutiful  servant, 

J.    vSwEDBERG. 

Mariestad,  March  15,  1728. 
*  Bergius'  CoDection,  Vol.  IV,  p.  49. 
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TWENTY-THIRD  LETTER*  OF   BISHOP    SWED- 
BERG  TO  JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Well-born  Councillor  of  Chancery, 
Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me  this 
reminder  about  my  America.  I  will  comply  in  all  respects  with 
your  instructions ;  and  shall  submit  it  to  the  examination  of  the 
Theological  Faculty,  either  at  Skara  or  Gottenburg.  I  have  here 
a  copy  exactly  like  that  which  you  have  now  in  hand. 

The  Queen  had  also  ordered  me  to  write  on  the  Epistles, 
which  I  accordingly  did;  and  after  Her  Majesty  had  kept 
the  book  for  more  than  a  year,  she  delivered  it  to  Assessor 
Benzelstierna,^  with  a  handsome  donation  for  the  printmg  of 
both  works.  Will  you  please  to  call  for  the  copy,  and  submit 
it  to  the  ecclesiastical  Consistory  for  approval? 

I  have  a  book  in  six  quartos,-J-  in  which  I  have  quoted  with 
each  verse  the  authors  who  explain  it.  I  have  also  made  a 
Swedish  version  of  the  Bible  from  the  original  text.  After 
my  death  it  will  be  deposited  in  the  Library  at  Upsal.  Like- 
wise my  Autobiography  in  large  quarto.  I  intend  now,  if  God 
grant  me  the  time,  to  write  on  the  passion  of  Christ.  If  I 
were  a  German,  I  would  receive  money  for  it.  Here  I  have 
always  to  advance  the  money.  If  I  had  all  the  money  which 
I  have  invested  in  the  printing  of  books,  I  would  be  worth 
now  from  sixty  to  seventy  thousand  dalers  in  copper. 

Commending  you  to  God,  I  remain  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.    SWEDBEEG. 

Brunsbo,  April  6,  1728. 
[P.  S.]  Consul  Ahlstrom,®*  Avho  is  at  present  in  Stockholm, 
and  will  return  here  at  once,  can  bring  the  copy  of  the  MSS. 

*  Bevgius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  p.  50. 

f  The  Pharos  Sacra  mentioned  in  Document  30. 


DOCUMENT  34. 

TWENTY-FOURTH  LETTER*  OF  BISHOP  SWED- 
BERG  TO  JOHAN  R08ENADLER. 

Well-born  Councillor  of  Chancery, 
Most  honoured  Brother, 

I  have  received  now  from  the  Theological 
Faculty  at  Linkoping  the  approval  of  my  America  Uluminata, 
and  from  those  concerned  at  Gottenburg  the  approval  of  my 
collection  of  sermons  from  the  Epistles;  so  that  I  cannot  see 
anything  to  prevent  the  printing  of  them  I  therefore  beg 
you,  by  virtue  of  your  office,  to  grant  me  leave  to  print,  and 
to  inform  me  of  it.  As  for  the  rest  I  remain,  commending 
you  to  God's  almighty  protection, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.    SWEDBEEG. 

Bruusbo,  Aug.  14,  1730. 

[P.  S.]  I  am  issuing  a  second  edition  here  ol  my  "Godly 
Exercise  in  the  Catechism;"  which  will  be  fiuished  at  Michael- 
mass,  so  God  will.  After  that  I  desire  with  the  aged  Simeon 
to  depart  hence. 

*  Bergius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  p.  51. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  BISHOP  J.  SWEDBERG'S 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY.* 

MY  SONS  AND  THEIR  NAMES. 

Moreover,  I  remained  humble,  and  never  asked  persons 
of  rank,  as  is  frequently  done,  to  stand  sponsors  to  my 
children.  I  will  also  state  my  reasons  for  calling  my  sons, 
Emanuel,  Eliezer,  and  Jesper,  and  not,  as  is  customary,  naming 
them  after  their  grandfathers,  or  other  relations;  Albrecht, 
the  eldest,  was  born  while  I  was  travelling  abroad,  and  his 
mother  named  him  after  her  father.  I  cannot  find  a  single 
instance  in  the  whole  Bible,  of  children  having  received  the 
names  of  their  parents  or  grandparents.  I  will  only  mention 
the  patriarch  Jacob  and  King  David.  The  former  had  holy, 
glorious,  and  honourable  forefathers,  widely  celebrated ;  and,  as 
is  weU  known,  he  had  twelve  sons:  none   of  these  he   called 

*  Bishop  Swedberg's  Autobiography  fills  a  large  foHo  volume  of 
1012  pages.  As  he  himself  states  he  wrote  out  a  copy  for  each  of  his 
children.  One  of  these  copies  is  preserved  in  the  Gymnasium-Library  at 
Skara;  this  was  carefully  examined  by  Dr.  Kahl  in  1842,  to  glean  from  it 
everything  it  contains  relating  to  Emanuel  Swedenborg.  The  only  infor- 
mation of  interest  which  he  found  is  contained  in  paragraphs  24,  25,  26, 
of  Chapter  xxv,  of  which  the  above  is  a  hteral  English  translation.  These 
extracts  were  sent  by  Dr.  Kahl  to  Dr.  Immanuel  Tafel,  who  inserted 
them  in  the  Swedish  and  German  languages  in  Part  IV  of  his 
"Documents  concerning  Swedenborg."  An  English  translation  of  them 
appeared  also  in  the  American,  and,  we  beheve,  in  the  appendix  to  the 
English  edition,  of  these  "Documents."  Another  copy  of  Bishop  Swed- 
berg's Autobiography  is  among  the  Benzehus  MSS.  in  the  Cathedial- 
Librai-y  at  Linkoping. 
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Abraham,  Isaac,  or  Jacob.  So  vdth  King  Da^^d.  He  too  had  many 
sons,  none  of  whom  he  called  Jesse,  or  David.  Solomon,  likewise, 
had  many  sons,  and  yet  he  called  none  of  them  David,  Jesse,  or 
Solomon ;  and  none  of  his  numerous  descendants,  among  whom 
were  great  kings  and  princes,  were  called  David  or  Solomon. 
Nevertheless,  this  good  custom  had  been  discontinued  even 
before  the  time  of  Clu'ist,  as  appears  from  the  history  of  John 
the  Baptist,  whom  with  one  accord  they  desired  to  name  after 
his  father  Zacharias,  which  is  a  beautiful  and  significant  name, 
meaning  memoria  Domini,  the  Lord's  remembrance,  viz.  that 
he  should  be  constantly  mindful  of  the  Lord. 

I  am  far  from  presuming  hereby  to  blame,  find  fault 
with,  or  disapprove  of,  those  who  name  their  children  thus; 
yet  I  hope  and  expect  that  no  one  will  find  fault  with 
my  mode  of  naming  my  children,  since  I  have  the  Bible,  and 
the  example  of  so  many  saints,  on  my  side.  I  am  also  fully 
convinced  that  children  ought  to  be  called  such  names  as  will 
awaken  in,  and  remind  them  of,  the  fear  of  God,  and 
of  everything  that  is  orderly  and  righteous;  quite  different 
from  many  inconsiderate  parents,  who  call  their  children  by 
such  improper  names,  as  Bjorn  (bear),  Ulf  (wolf),  Thorheol 
(w4icel  of  Thor,  or  of  the  Thunderer),  or  who  name  them 
after  the  heathenish  god  Thor,  without  remembering  the  answer 
which  the  prudent  Abigail  gave  to  King  David  concerning 
her  husband  Nabal:  "ie^  not  my  Lord  set  his  Jieart  against 
this  man  of  Belial,  even  Nahal:  for  he  is  a  foolish  man,  even 
as  is  his  name,  and  folly  is  ivith  him.''''  The  name  of  my  son 
Emanuel  signifies  "God  with  us;"  that  he  may  always  remember 
God's  presence,  and  that  intimate,  holy,  and  mysterious  con- 
junction with  our  good  and  gracious  God,  into  which  we  are 
brought  by  faith,  by  which  we  are  conjoined  with  Him,  and 
are  in  Him.  And  blessed  be  the  Lord's  name!  God  has  to 
this  hour  been  with  him;  and  may  He  be  further  with  him, 
until  he  be  eternally  united  with  Him  in  His  kingdom! 
Eliezer  signifies  "God  is  my  help;"  and  he  has  also  been 
graciously  and  joyfully  helped  by  God.  He  was  a  good  and 
pious  child,  and  had  made  good  progress,  when,  in  liis  twenty- 
fifth  year,  he  was  called  away  l^y  a  blessed  death.  The  youngest 
son  was  called  Jesper  only  for  this  reason,  that  he  was  bora 
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on  the  same  day  of  the  year  and  at  the  same  hour  as  myself, 
who  first  saw  the  light  of  the  world  on  the  28th  August,  1653. 
If  the  name  Jesper  be  written  "i^rp^  (Jisper),  "he  will  write," 
the  use  has  also  followed  the  name:  for  I  believe  that  scarcely 
any  one  in  Sweden  has  written  so  much  as  I  have:  since  ten 
carts  could  scarcely  carry  away  what  I  have  written  and 
printed  at  my"  own  expense;  and  yet  there  is  much,  yea, 
nearly  as  much,  unprinted.  My  son  Jesper  also  has  the 
same  disposition;  for  he  is  fond  of  writing,  and  writes  much. 

I  am  a  Sunday  child  (i.  e.  born  on  a  Sunday),  and  the 
mother  of  my  children,  my  late  wife,  was  also  a  Sunday  child : 
and  all  my  children  are  Sunday  children,  except  Catharine,  who 
was  bom  at  Upsal  on  the  3rd  day  of  Easter.  I  have  put  my 
sons  to  that  for  which  God  has  given  them  inclination  and  liking, 
and  have  not  brought  up  any  for  the  clerical  profession ;  although 
many  parents  do  so  inconsiderately,  and  in  a  manner  not 
justifiable,  by  which  God's  Church  and  likewise  the  ministerial 
office  suffer  not  a  little,  and  are  brought  into  contempt.  I 
have  never  had  my  daughters  in  Stockholm,  where  many  are 
sent  in  order  to  leam  fine  manners,  but  where  they  also  learn 
much  that  is  worldly,  and  injurious  to  the  soul. 


SECTION  III. 

SWEDENBORG'S  CORRESPONDENCE 
FOR  THE  YEARS  1709-1747. 


INTRODUCTION. 

The  coirespondence  contained  in  this  section  is  preserved 
chiefly  in  the  Benzeliiis  Collection  of  MSS.  in  the  Cathedral- 
library  of  Linkoping.  The  seven  letters  written  by  Sweden- 
borg  to  Ericus  Benzelius  before  1714,  are  contained  in  Vols.  Ill 
and  IV  of  the  Collection;  those,  however,  which  he  wrote 
between  1714  and  1724  are  contained  in  Vol.  XL,  which  bears 
the  title:  Collectanea  Flujsico-Mathemaiica,  &c.  Eleven  of 
the  forty-two  letters  contained  in  this  volume  were  published 
by  Prof.  Atterbom  in  the  Appendix  to  his  "Siare  och  Skalder;" 
and  forty-one  of  these  letters  were  copied  by  Dr.  Hahl, 
Librarian  of  the  Linkoping  Library,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Swedenborg  Association,  and  sent  by  him  to  London  about 
1850.*  Twenty-six  of  these  letters,  which  had  been  translated 
into  English  by  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Strutt,  were  afterwards 
published  by  Mr.  White  in  the  "New  Churchman"  for  1856.  " 
The  letters  which  Polhem  addressed  to  Swedenborg  and  Ericus 
Benzelius  are,  with  the  exception  of  Document  38,  contained  in  a 
separate  quarto  volume,  in  which  Benzelius  collected  all  the  papers 
prepared  by  Polhem.  This  volume  is  also  in  the  Benzelius 
Collection  at  Linkoping.  None  of  these  letters  had  been 
previously  published.  Most  of  the  remaining  letters  of  this 
Section  are  from  the  Bergius  Collection  of  Letters,  which  is 
preserved  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in 
Stockholm.  Particulars  concerning  this  collection  may  be  found 
in  Note  46. 

*  For  fui-ther  information  respecting  the  Swedish  copy  of  these  letters 
received  by  the  Swedenborg  Association,  see  Note  to  Document  46. 


DOCUMENT  36. 
SWEDENBOUa  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.'* 

Most  learned  Librarian, 

Dear  and  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

The  reason  I  have  hitherto  delayed  writing  so 
important  a  letter,  was  chiefly  that  I  was  uncertain  where  you 
might  be  at  the  present  time.  And  although  I  am  still  in  the 
dark  about  your  return  home  from  the  springs,  I  am  compelled 
to  send  you  these  lines  because  of  some  matters  of  importance 
to  me ;  for  relying  on  your  usual  kindness  and  on  your  friendly 
promise,  I  woidd  humbly  ask  you  to  give  me  something  in 
hand,  that  may  assist  me  in  taking  my  departure ;  and  if  you 
could  add  to  this  some  letters  to  your  acquaintances  in  Eng- 
•land,  or  anything  else  that  might  be  of  use  to  me,  I  much 
wish  you  would  do  so.  I  do  not  intend  to  remain  here  longer 
than  a  fortnight, — only  long  enough  to  receive  your  answer 
respecting  my  journey.  I  should  very  much  like,  by  your 
recommendation,  to  become  acquainted  with  some  one  in 
the  English  College  {in  Collegio  Anglkano),  where  there  are 
about  twenty-one  assessores,  that  I  might  improve  myself  in 
mathematics,  or  in  physics  and  natural  history,  if  these  are  their 
strongest  points. 

As  I  have  always  desired  to  turn  to  some  practical  use, 
and  also  to  perfect  myself  more  in,  the  studies  which  I  selected 
with  your  advice  and  approval,  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
choose  a  subject  early,  which  I  might  elaborate  in  course 
of  time,  and  into  which  I  might  introduce  much  of  what  I 
should  notice  and  read   in  foreign  countries.     This  course  I 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  65. 
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have  always  pursued  hitherto  in  my  reading ;  and  now,  at  my 
departure,  I  propose  to  myself,  as  far  as  concerns  mathematics, 
gradually  to  gather  and  work  up  a  certain  collection,  viz. 
of  tilings  discovered  and  to  he  discovered  in  mathematics, 
or,  what  is  nearly  the  same  thing,  the  p7'og7'ess  made  in  mathe- 
matics during  the  last  one  or  tivo  centuries.  This  collection  will 
include  all  branches  of  mathematics,  and  will  he,  I  trust,  of 
use  to  me  in  my  journeys,  since  I  can  introduce  into  it  every 
thing  that  I  notice  in  mathematics.  If  you  do  not  disapprove 
of  this  subject,  I  venture  to  expect  much  help  and  sup- 
port from  you  in  the  treatment  of  it;  I  hope  especially, 
that  if  you  meet  with  anything  in  this  department,  you  will 
make  a  note  of  it  for  me.  It  would  greatly  serve  my  pur- 
poses if  Director  Palhammar^*  could  be  prevailed  upon 
to  communicate  his  inventions,  before  anything  mortal  happen 
to  him ;  the  mechanics  contained  therein  would  be  an  ornament 
to  the  whole  work.  I  have  a  valuable  help  in  the  post- 
humous work  of  Mochofvius,  and  also  an  excellent  guide  to 
authors. 

During  my  stay  here  I  have  made  such  progress,  as  to 
acquire  a  manual  art — the  art  of  binding  books ;  for  we  have 
a  bookbinder  with  us;  I  have  already  displayed  my  skill 
upon  two  books,  which  I  bound  in  half  morocco.  I  herewith 
send  you  for  examination  an  old  coin ;  I  do  not  know  of  what 
stock  it  is;  yet  it  appears  to  me  a  suspicious  circumstance 
that  Sanctus  Ericus  is  written  on  the  outside ;  for  he  proba- 
bly did  not  obtain  this  epithet,  until  some  time  after  his  death. 
Hal,  the  master  of  the  horse,  is  said  to  have  committed  the 
extreme  folly  of  castrating  himself  in  a  bungling  manner;  it 
is  supposed  that  he  will  probably  not  live  much  longer. 
I  do  not  know  for  certain  whether  this  is  true,  but 
everybody  says  it  is;  perhaps  he  wishes  to  become  a  second 
Origen. 

In  case  any  one  succeed  me  in  my  room,*  I  would 
beg  of  you  to  see  that  the  papers  which  I  left  behind  are 
gathered    up    and    stored    in   the   vault;    because   there    are 

*  Swedenborg  while  at  Upsal  stayed  at  the  house  of  his  brother-in- 
law.  This  is  the  first  letter  whicch  he  wrote  to  him  after  his  return  home 
from  the  university. 
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some  tilings  among  them  which  I  collected  for  Pxiblius  Syrus,* 
and  which  cost  me  a  good  amount  of  labour.  Will  you  please  to 
remember  me  very  kindly  to  all  your  family,  to  Prot.  Elfvius,^* 
also  to  Prof.  Upmarck^^  (who  for  some  reason  or  other  seems  to 
be  angry  with  me,  after  he,  towards  the  close,  had  often  showed 
himself  dissatisfied  with  me;  all  this  I  had  heard  before,  and 
I  also  understand  it  very  well ;  but  I  hope  that  my  fates  will 
not  continue  so  unpropitious,  that  he  will  always  remain  so 
unapproachable  to  me;  Justin,  L.  5.  C.  2.  V.  6,  7).  With 
many  kind  remembrances  from  all  the  family  here,  I  commend 
you  to  God's  gracious  protection,   and  remain  always 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Emai^.  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,f  July  13,  1709o 


DOCUMENT  37 
SWEDENBOEG  TO  EEICUS  BENZELIUS.^i 

Dear  and  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

As  Magister  Unge^  intends  to  go  to  Upsal,  to 
pass  his  academical  examination  for  the  lectorship  §  in  theology 
which  he  desires  to  obtain,  these  lines  will  be  conveyed  by 
him,  and  he  will  wait  upon  you  and  pay  his  respects  to  you. 
I  should  have  done  this  more  frequently,  if  opportunity 
had  offered,  and  I  had  been  aware  of  your  return.  My 
greate  t  desire  now  is,  to  obtain  some  information  respecting 
the  plan  now  being  discussed  here,  of  my  staying  with  Pol- 
hammar.^*  If  my  journey  abroad  must  necessarily  be  delayed 
till  next  spring,  I  have  no  objection  to  be  with  him  for  some 

*  His  thesis  upon  leaving  the  university  consisted  of  "Select  Sentences 
from  Publius  Syrus,  Seneca,  and  others,  with  notes,"  which  was  printed 
at  Skara  in  1709,   and  reprinted  by  Dr.  Im.  Tafel  in  1841. 

•}•  The  name  of  the  Bishop's  seat  near  Skara. 

\  BenzeUus'  CoUection,  Vol.  m,  No.  83. 

§  Professors  in  Gymnasia,  or  Collegiate  Schools  are  called  lectors  in 
Sweden. 
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time;  and  as  I  can  be  there  with  greater  advantage  during 
summer  than  during  winter,  and  as  evcrythhig  then  is 
more  bright  and  enjoyable,  I  am  still  less  opposed  to  going. 

I  have  little  desire  to  remain  here  much  longer;  for  I 
am  wasting  almost  my  whole  time.  Still,  I  have  made  such 
progress  in  music,  that  I  have  been  able  several  times  to  take 
the  place  of  our  organist;  but  for  all  my  other  studies  this 
place  affords  me  very  little  opportunity;  and  they  are  not  at 
all  appreciated  by  those  who  ought  to  encourage  me  in  them. 

Some  time  ago  a  levy  of  all  the  country  people  was 
ordered  here;  and  Avlien  the  time  came  for  assembling, 
they  committed  an  unheard  of  outrage  upon  their  own 
bailiff;  for  they  first  ill-treated  and  then  killed  him,  after  which 
they  tired  several  hundred  shots  at  him  as  a  target,  so  that 
there  was  scarcely  any  part  of  him  left  entire;  and  even  then 
they  would  have  allowed  the  hogs  to  eat  him,  if  the  pastor 
of  Horn  had  not  restrained  them.  Magister  Fegrteus  inter- 
posed his  authority,  but  they  threatened  him  with  the  same 
treatment,  unless  he  would  keep  silence;  two  country-men  and 
one  country-Avoman,  Avho  expressed  sorrow  at  this  occurrence, 
were  also  Idllcd.  Magistrate  Aurell  took  refuge  with  the 
pastor  of  Horn,  whom  I  mention  above,  and  concealed  hirasulf 
in  a  dark  room  in  the  cellar.  The  parsonage  was  surrounded 
and  searched  in  every  corner,  but  they  had  to  retire  without 
ha\ing  effected  their  purpose.  Part  of  them  lay  down  near 
Billingen,  and  threatened  every  one  with  death  who  should  go 
further.  The  provincial  governor  was  then  compelled  to  issue 
furloughs  to  all  of  them;  for  they  gave  him  to  understand, 
that  they  had  determined  to  treat  in  this  way  all  the  officers 
they  would  have  on  their  march.  May  God  prevent  our 
having  an  insurrection  here;  but  it  looks  very  much  as  if  we 
should  have  one. 

Four   or  five  weeks  ago  the  bones  of  a  giant*   were  sent 

*  These  bones  which  were  those  of  a  whale  arc  still  prcsciTod  in  the 
museum  at  Upsal,  and,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  Emanuel  Swcdonhoi-g  is 
marked  as  their  donor.  He  discusses  these  bones  at  largo  on  p.  29  of  liis 
httlc  work,  Oni  Wntne7i9  hog(l,&c.,  wlicre  he  says  that  when  llioy  were  dug 
out  at  first,  they  were  supposed  to  be  the  bones  of  a  giant,  hut  after  they 
had  been  joined  together,  it  appeared  that  they  were  those  ol  a  large  tish 
or  whale. 
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from  here.  I  hope  they  have  arrived  safely;  I  wish  it  too, 
because  I  alluded  to  them  in  some  verses,  which  Magister 
Unge^  will  perhaps  introduce  into  his  dissertation;  they  are 
as  follows: 

Sunt  Gothid  nuper  spatiosa  membra  gigantis 
Avecta,  ast  cerehro,  ast  ingenioque  carent. 
Fertilis  hcec  tellus  alium  nunc  mittit  alumnum, 
Virihus  ingenii  hie,  corporis  ille,  valet. 

(From  Gothland  came  a  giant's  bulky  frame; 
But  brains  and  quickening  intellect  it  lacked. 
This  fertile  land  a  new  alumnus  sends; 
In  mind  gigantic  this,  as  huge  in  body  that.) 

For  this  reason  I  wish  the  bones  may  not  be  delayed  on 
the  way;  the  candidate  who  took  charge  of  them  seemed  to 
be  obliging.  Brother  Eliezer*  is  probably  by  this  time  at 
Upsal;  I  wish  him  all  success,  and  rapid  progress  in  his 
studies.  Brother  Jesper^^  has  a  strange  illness ;  may  God  help 
him  through!  "With  much  kind  love  to  sister  Anna,^  I 
commend  you  to  the  protection  of  the  Highest,  and  remain 
always 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Emanuel  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  6th  March,  1710. 

Viro  Amplissimo  et  celeberrimo 

Dmo.  Erico  Benzelio 
Academics  Upsal:  Bibliothekario 

hce  pateant. 

(To  the  Most  Worthy  and  Celebrated 

Mr,  Ericus  Benzehus, 
Librarian  of  the  University  of  Upsal.) 

*  A  younger  brother  of  Swedenborg,  who  died  when  he  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age.    See  Document  9,  A,  Table  11,  and  Document  36. 


DOCUMENT  38. 
POLHEM^*  TO  ElUCUS  BENZELIUS.* 


My  very  kind  friend  and  well-wisher, 

Some  time  ago  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
from  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Swedherg  a  distinguished 
letter,  in  which  he  expressed  a  desire  that  his  son  might 
live  for  some  time  with  me  in  my  humble  dwelUng;  but,  for 
special  reasons,  I  was  obliged  to  give  a  negative  answer. 
Since  that  time  the  pastor  of  Husby,  on  the  strength  of  an 
additional  letter  from  you  on  the  same  subject,  has  renewed 
this  apphcation  and  request,  showing  me  at  the  same  time 
your  letter;  for  which  I  have  every  cause  to  express  to 
you  my  sincere  gratitude,  for  the  good  opinion  and  judgment 
you  were  pleased  to  express  respecting  my  unworthy  self. 
With  regard  to  young  Mr.  Swedberg,  I  must  confess 
I  was  extremely  well  pleased  that  he  came  here,  like  the 
others,  of  his  own  accord,  and  without  first  making  any  con- 
ditions ;  and  as  we  were  pleased  and  satisfied  with  one  another, 
his  desire  could  be  gratified  without  any  difficulty;  especially 
when  I  found  him  able  to  assist  me  in  the  mechanical  under- 
taking which  I  have  in  hand,  and  in  making  the  necessary 
experiments ;  in  this  matter  I  am  more  indebted  to  him, 
than  he  is  to  me.  Moreover,  I  value  more  highly  a  quick 
and  intelhgent  person,  with  whom  I  can  enjoy  the  dis- 
cussion of  subjects  on  wliich  I  possess  some  little  knowledge, 
than  I  do  a  few  weeks'  board  and  lodging.     But,  in  addition 

*  BenzeUus'  CoUection,  Vol.  IH,  No.  101. 
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to  all  this,  I  must  confess  that  I  scruple  more  and  more  to 
accept  any  payment  for  board  and  instruction,  because  I  do 
not  consider  myself  capable  of  giving  all  the  satisfaction 
that  may  be  desired  and  expected. 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  last  great  pleasure  I 
enjoyed  at  your  house,  and  wish  that  I  may  have  the  honour 
and  joy  of  seeing  you  at  my  humble  dwelling;  which  would, 
indeed,  be  more  than  a  pleasure  to  me.  Meanwhile  1  desire 
to  be  remembered  most  kindly  to  your  dear  family,  and  remain 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Christopher  Polhammae.^* 
Stiernsund,*  July  16,  1710. 


DOCUMENT  39. 
SWEDENBORQ  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.f 

Dearest  Brother, 

One  letter  to  you  would  scarcely  be  a  sufficient 
apology  from  me,  who  so  often  missed  you  and  your  kind  offices, 
at  the  time  I  was  leaving  for  London.  Further,  I  have  not  up  to 
the  present  day  answered  your  last  letter,  which  was  so  full 
of  kindness.  I  wish  I  might  be  allowed  to  cover  my  negligence 
with  the  veil  and  name  of  indolence  and  imprudence,  and  that 
I  might  thus  make  you  feel  for  me  as  you  did  before.  But 
I  believe,  dear  brother,  that  I  can  satisfy  you  by  taking  all 
the  blame  upon  myself,  and  thus  anticipating  your  reproaches.^ 
The  idea  of  a  journey  to  Polhammar,^*  the  Machaon  of  our 
age,  I  have  not  altogether  renounced,  but  have  only  postponed 
till  the  time  when,  with  the  help  of  God,  I  shall  again  return 

*  An  iron-work  in  Dalecarlia,  where  a  mechanical  institute  had  been 
established  by  Polhem  at  the  expense  of  the  King. 

f  The  original  of  this  letter  in  the  Latin  language  is  contained  in  the 
Benzehus  Collection,  Vol.  HI,  No.  125. 

if  It  appears  from  this  as  if  Swedenborg  had  undertaken  his  journey 
abroad  against  the  desire  of  Ericus  Benzelius. 
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to  my  country;  for  I  might  not  only  be  charged  with  negligence, 
but  also  with  ingratitude  towards  our  age,  if  I  neglected  to 
profit  by  the  teaching  of  so  great  a  man,  one  such  as  our 
country  will  never  see  again.  This  island,  however,  has  also  men 
of  the  greatest  experience  in  this  science;  but  these  I  have 
not  yet  consulted,  because  I  am  not  yet  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  their  language.  I  study  Newton*  daily,  and  am  very 
anxious  to  see  and  hear  him.  I  have  provided  myself  with  a 
small  stock  of  books  for  the  study  of  mathematics,  and  also  with 
a  certain  number  of  instruments,  which  are  both  a  help  and 
an  ornament  in  the  study  of  science;  such  as,  an  astronomical 
tube,  quadrants  of  several  kinds,  prisms,  microscopes,  artificial 
scales,  and  camerce  ohscurce,  by  William  Hunt,  and  Thomas 
Everard,  which  I  admire  and  which  you  too  will  admire.  I 
hope  that  after  settling  my  accounts,  1  may  have  sufficient 
money  left  to  purchase  an  air-pump. 

Whatever  is  worthy  of  being  seen  in  the  town,  I  have 
already  examined.  The  magnificent  St.  Paul's  cathedral  was 
finished  a  few  days  ago  in  all  its  parts.  In  examining  the 
royal  monuments  in  Westminster  abbey,  I  happened  to  see 
the  tomb  of  Casaubon;  when  I  was  inspired  with  such  a 
love  for  this  literary  hero,  that  I  Idssed  his  tomb,  and  dedicated 
to  his  manes,  under  the  marble,  the  following  stanzas: 

Marmore  cur  ornas  tumulum,  cur  carmine  et  auro; 
Cum  tamen  hccc  pereant,  Tuque  stoperstcs  eris. 
At  imto  sponte  sua  celebrant  Te  marmor  et  aurum; 
Oscula  quod  marmor  prmtereuntis  amet. 

(Why  adornest  thou  the  tomb  with  marble,  with  song,  and 

with  gold? 
When  yet  these  will  perish,  and  thou  wilt  survive. 
But,    methinks,  the  marble  and  gold  for  their  own  sakes 

praise  thee; 
For  the  marble  loves  the  kisses  of  the  passers  by.) 

Or  else  these: 

Urna  Tuos  cineres,  animum  sed  Numen  et  Astra, 
Scripta  Tuum  ingenium,  Nomen  at  orhis  hahet; 

*  Probabiy  "The  Principia",  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  gieatest  work. 
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Has  licet  in  partes  Te  mors  distraxerit,  ipse 
Attamen  in  nostra  pedore  totus  eris. 

(The  urn  holds  thy  ashes,  God  and  the  stars  thy  spirit; 
Thy  writings  contain  thy  genius,  but  the  world  thy  renown. 
Let  death  dissolve  thy  mortal  frame  into  fragments, 
In  our  hearts  thou  shalt  dwell  forever  entire.) 

Otherwise,  the  town  is  distracted  by  internal  dissensions 
between  the  Anglican  and  Presbyterian  churches;  they  are 
incensed  against  each  another  with  almost  deadly  hatred.  The 
torch  and  trumpet  of  this  tumult  is  Doctor  Sacheverell,  whose 
name  is  heard  from  every  mouth  and  at  every  corner;  and 
respecting  whom  every  bookshop  displays  pamphlets. 

Were  you,  dear  brother,  to  ask  me  about  myself,  I  should 
say  I  know  that  I  am  alive,  but  not  happy;  for  1  miss  you 
and  my  home.  Should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have  a  letter 
from  you,  you  would  almost  carry  me  back  to  my  country; 
for  I  not  only  love  you  more  than  my  own  brothers,  but  I 
even  love  and  revere  you  as  a  father.  I  send  you  a  few 
verses  addressed  to  Sophia  Brenner,  the  Sappho  of  our  age, 
that  you  may  polish  and  improve  them,  if  you  find  that  they 
require  correction,  and  that,  thus  corrected,  you  may  communi- 
cate them  to  her.  Doctor  Edzardus  sends  you  his  best  greeting. 
May  God  preserve  you  alive,  that  I  may  meet  you  again, 
Yours  faithfully  and  affectionately,  even  to  death, 

Emanuel  Swedberg. 
London,  October  13,  1710. 

To  the  Most  Reverend  Ericus  Benzelius,  Upsal. 


DOCUMENT  40. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.* 

Received  April  30,  1711. 

Most  learned  friend  and  brother, 

Several  weeks  ago  I  received  your  more  than 
agreeable  letter,  in  which,  among  other  things,  I  was  especially 
pleased  that  you  placed  so  much  confidence  in  me  as  to  charge 
me  ^vith  several  commissions,  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  fulfil 
vaih.  the  greatest  diligence.  With  respect  to  the  twenty-four 
feet  telescope,  I  ordered  the  glasses  for  it  at  Marshal's,  to 
whom  Magister  Valerius'^  had  wi-itten,  and  who  is  said  to  be  the 
only  one  patronized  by  the  Royal  Society.  These  glasses  are 
beyond  expectation  expensive,  for  they  cost  forty  shillings  ;  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  are  not  cheaper  in  Holland ;  others 
in  the  same  business  charge  fifty  shillings,  so  that  I  did  not 
purchase  any  for  Magister  Valerius  ;  for  I  did  not  know  whether 
he  was  willing  to  pay  so  much.  When  they  are  ready,  and 
there  is  an  opportunity  of  shipping  them  to  Stockholm,  I  shall 
send  them,  together  with  Marshal's  letter,  who  promised  to  do 
liis  best;  he  has  sent  some  of  the  same  kind  to  Switzerland 
and  Russia,  whence  they  were  ordered.  The  microscope  and 
some  of  the  books  shall  follow.  I  must  beg  you  mean- 
wliile  to  appoint  some  merchant,  to  whom  Marshal  can  go  for 
his  money ;  for  I  am  on  short  allowance,  and  not  per- 
mitted to  purchase  anything  on  credit;  nor  are  our  Swedish 
merchants  willing  to  let  me  have  money,  unless  they  receive 
permission  to  draw  for  the  amount  in  Sweden,  Avlien  they 
charge  generally  33  to  34  [Swedish  dalcrs]  for  the  pound,  in- 
stead of  26  or  27,  as  is  the  case  when  the  money  is  sent  here. 

*  BenzeHus'  CoUection,  Vol.  IV,  No.  20. 
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Would  you  not  like  to  have  for  the  use  of  the  Library  a 
good  air-pump,  with  all  the  apparatus  belonging  to  it,  and  the 
improvements  invented  by  members  of  the  Royal  Society?  I 
will  send  you  shortly  the  book  about  it,  the  price,  and  a  list 
of  everything  belonging  to  it.  Three  have  been  sent  to  Russia; 
for  there  are  many  Russians  here;  they  study  mostly  mathe- 
matics and  navigation,  applying  themselves  to  the  tastes  of 
their  chief,  who  took  a  wonderful  interest  in  these  subjects 
during  his  visit  here.  The  Czar  purchased  also  from  Mr.  Edmund 
Halley,^^  for  eighty  pounds,  his  "incomparable  quadrant,"  which 
he  used  in  discovering  the  southern  stars  at  St.  Helena,  and 
with  which  he  took  pretty  good  observations  of  the  moon  and 
the  planets  in  1683,  1684,  and  other  years. 

The  books  you  asked  me  to  get  for  you  I  have  enquired  for 
at  all  the  bookshops,  and  also  at  book-auctions ;  but  some  I  have 
not  succeeded  in  finding.  Vol.  I  of  Cotelerii  Ecdesice  Grcecce 
Monumenta  I  found  at  a  bookseller's  in  Paternoster  Row ;  but 
I  had  to  pay  for  it  almost  the  value  of  the  whole  work.  I  pur- 
chased the  old  edition  of  Norris'  Reflections  iqwn  the  Conduct 
of  Human  Life  since  nothing  new  has  appeared  separately,  but 
only  together  with  his  other  works,  i.  e.  his  Christian  Blessed- 
ness, Christian  Monitor,  Dialogue  hetiveen  tivo  Pt^otestants, 
Poetic  Miscellany,  &c.,  the  whole  of  w^hich  may  be  bought  for 
twenty  or  twenty-four  shillings.  I  read  his  little  book  through, 
and  found  it  very  clever  and  ingenious ;  but  he  seemed  to  me  to 
take  too  many  roundabout  ways,  and  not  to  touch  upon  the  sub- 
ject he  was  to  treat,  keeping  one  always  in  suspense,  and  wonder- 
ing where  he  would  end,  and  at  what  he  would  arrive.  Bacon's 
Reflections  uiion  Learning  I  have  read  twice,  finding  in  him  my 
first  delight;  but  I  wonder  why  he  does  not  approve  of  any- 
thing, but  considers  everything  that  has  been  discovered  and 
written,  imperfect  and  unworthy  of  his  esteem ;  and,  unless 
this  has  been  the  author's  object,  it  may  be  used  against  him, 
for  his  own  refutation ;  for  he  must  include  his  own  work  among 
the  number. 

I  visit  daily  the  best  mathematicians  here  in  town.  I  have 
been  with  Flamsteed,^^  who  is  considered  the  best  astronomer 
in  England,  and  W'ho  is  constantly  taking  observations,  which, 
together  with  the  Paris  Observations,  will  give  us  some  day  a 
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correct  theory  respecting  the  motion  of  the  moon  and  of  its  ap- 
pulse  to  the  fixed  stars;  and  ^vith  its  help  there  may  be  found  a 
true  longitude  at  sea ;  for  he  has  found  that  the  motion  of  the 
moon  has  as  yet  been  by  no  means  well  determined,  and  that  all 
theoretical  lunar  tables  are  very  imperfect,  and  that  the  same 
errors  or  deviations  which  are  noticed  in  an  earlier  period  of 
eighteen  years  and  eleven  days,  occur  again  afterwards. 

Newton  has  laid  a  good  foundation  for  correcting  the 
irregularities  of  the  moon  in  his  Principia;  he  has  however 
not  yet  published  the  tables,  but  simply  the  theory;  he  has 
also  corrected  in  it  the  precession  of  the  equinoxes,  and  the 
periods  of  the  tides. 

Will  you  please  ask  Prof.  Elfvius^*  for  the  meridian  or  the 
longitude  of  Upsal ;  I  know  that  he  succeeded  at  one  time  in 
getting  it  very  accurately  by  means  of  a  lunar  echpse ;  I  can 
make  some  use  of  it. 

You  encourage  me  to  go  on  with  my  studies ;  but  I  think, 
that  I  ought  rather  to  be  discouraged,  as  I  have  such  an 
" iiiunoderate  desire'"^  for  them,  especially  for  astronomy  and 
mechanics.  I  also  turn  my  lodgings  to  some  use,  and  change 
them  often;  at  first  I  was  at  a  watchmaker's,  afterwards  at 
a  cabinetmaker's,  and  now  I  am  at  a  mathematical  instrument 
maker's;  from  them  I  steal  their  trades,  which  some  day 
will  be  of  use  to  me.  I  have  recently  computed  for  my  own 
pleasui'e  several  useful  tables  for  the  latitude  of  Upsal,  and  all 
the  solar  and  lunar  eclipses  which  will  take  place  between 
1712  and  1721;  I  am  willing  to  communicate  them,  if  it  be 
desired.  In  undertaking  in  astronomy  to  facilitate  the  calcu- 
lation of  eclipses,  and  of  the  motion  of  the  moon  outside 
those  of  the  syzygies,  and  also  in  undertaking  to  correct  the 
tables  so  as  to  agree  with  the  new  observations,  I  shall  have 
enough  to  do. 

AVould  you  like  to  have  for  the  library  the  Philosopltkal 
Transactions,  that  is,  everything  the  lioyal  Society  has  deliberated 
upon  and  discovered  since  its  beginning  in  1666;  together  with 
a  Collection  of  some  Natural  Phenomena,  published  in  1707? 
If  so,  I  think  I  can  procure  them  for  you,  although  they  are 

*  Tliese  two  words  Swedenborg  wrote  in  the  English  language. 
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very  rare ;  they  will  be  most  useful  to  the  public,  especially  to 
those  who  intend  to  comment  upOn  Polhammar's^*  inventions, 
for  perhaps  parallel  cases  may  occur  in  it.  The  book  is  too 
dear  for  me.  Should  any  of  Polhammar's  inventions  be  published, 
I  wish  you  would  communicate  them  to  me,  for  by  means  of 
them  I  may  obtain  an  introduction  to  some  mathematicians 
whose  acquaintance  I  desire ;  at  such  a  time  I  sincerly  wish  I 
could  be  at  home. 

If  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  order  a  quadrant  for  me 
of  Polhammar's  brother,  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  you; 
four  or  five  feet  long,  of  brass ;  if  it  be  deemed  advisable  that 
he  should  make  the  division,  I  wish  he  would  do  it  after  the 
manner  in  which  his  brother  computed  one  very  accurately 
for  Prof.  Spole;  which  showed  the  fifth  of  every  second.  I 
think  my  father  will  not  refuse  to  pay  for  it,  if  he  has  any- 
thing to   spare. 

P.  S.  Grabe's  Septuagint  was  recently  published;  but  I  have 
only  seen  it  in  octavo,  together  with  a  small  pamphlet  in 
quarto  upon  the  Alexandrian  codex.  He  was  here  for  some 
time;  but  he  had  to  change  his  lodgings  every  week,  he  was 
so  over-run  by  visitors.  Ephraim  Syrius  is  very  well  pubhshed 
in  folio,  at  Oxford.  They  have  issued  a  book  of  all  their 
poets  in  two  volumes ;  likewise  a  universal  index.  I  have  much 
to  tell  about  events  among  the  learned,  but  I  have  neither 
time  nor  paper.  In  my  next  I  will  give  you  an  account 
of  what  I  have  read  of  the  doings  of  the  learned.  I  asked. 
Count  Gyllenborg  about  your  books;  he  said  he  received  your 
letter,  but  not  the  books;  they  are  detained  in  the  custom- 
house, until  the  duty  be  paid;  it  is  a  great  chance  if  I  hear 
anything  about  them.  The  Vitis  aquilonia  is  a  catholic  and 
superstitious  book,  which  by  an  act  of  Parliament  in  the 
third  year  of  William  and  Mary's  reign  was  forbidden  to  be 
introduced  into  the  country.  If  it  was  another  book,  I  should 
try  to  get  it  for  you,  for  then  it  would  be  free. 


DOCUMENT  41. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES  OF  THE 
LITERARY  SOCIETY  OF  UPSAL.* 

1711,    June  20.     Present   Professor   D.   Roberg,'°   Professor 

Elfvius,^*  Magister  Valerius." 
171],    July.     [Instructions  to   be  sent  to  Eman.  Swedberg  in 

London.] 

§.  1.  Price  and  description  of  an  air-pump. 

§.  2.  That  Emanuel  Swedberg  go  to  Flamsteed,  examine  his 
instruments,  how  they  are  made,  in  what  manner  the  minute 
divisions  are  indicated ;  whether  he  uses  a  telescope  instead  of 
diopters;  all  about  his  other  instruments;  how  they  are  moved 
by  liis  apparatus ;  and  also  how  he  makes  use  of  his  instruments 
when  it  is  dark,  whether  it  is  done  by  means  of  candles,  &c. 

§.  3.  Prof.  Elfvius  promised  to  communicate  the  mode  and 
the  points. 

§.  4.  That  Emanuel  Swedberg  notice  the  division  in  the 
instruments,  and  how  they  are  tested  or  examined;  also  what 
they  cost  in  respect  to  size. 

§.  5.  How  much  the  newest  globes  cost,  and  in  what 
estimation  they  are  held  by  the  learned ;  also  whether  it  is 
not  possible  to  obtain  engravings  of  them,  so  that  they  may 
be  mounted  here. 

§.  6.  He  is  to  be  encouraged  in  trying  to  facilitate  the 
computation  of  eclipses. 

§.  7.  That  the  Philosophical  Transactions  be  purchased 
for  the  Library. 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  "Vol.  XL,  "Collectanea  Physico-Mathematica," 
No.  66. 
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PEOF.  ELFVIUS^*  TO  SWEDENBORGl.* 

Upsal,  July  28,  St.  Swithin's  day,  1711. 
Most  honoured  Mr.  Swedberg, 

My  good   old  friend  and  cousin,-j- 

"VVith  great  joy  I  read  your  letter  to  the 
Librarian;  from  which  1  not  only  learn  that  your  health  is 
good,  but  also  that  you  apply  yourself  with  most  praiseworthy 
industry  to  the  study  of  mathematics,  and  the  things  belonging 
thereto.  Of  this  I  am  heartily  glad,  and  I  wish  you  all  success 
in  accomplishing  your  laudable  design.  I  am  coming  to  you 
now  with  a  few  small  matters,  which  I  should  like  to  know 
myself,  and  which  may  also  be  of  some  use  to  you  in  your 
pursuits. 

1.  That  you  try  to  be  present,  at  all  hazards,  while  Flam- 
steed  is  making  some  observations;  that  you  notice  how 
he  conducts  them;  that  you  describe  his  instruments  with  all 
the  apparatus  belonging  to  them,  and  especially  the  diopters, 
whether  they  are  provided  with  a  movable  limb,  after  the 
manner  of  Hedraus,  or  with  cross-lines,  as  is  the  case  in 
Tycho's  instruments,  or  with  a  screw  in  the  limb,  which 
Robert  Hooke  so  strongly  recommends,  agamst  the  opinion 
of  Hevelius;  also  whether  he  uses  a  telescope  in  the  place  of 
the  diopters,  and  how  it  is  fastened.  How  the  instrument  is 
placed  parallel  with  the  horizon;  and  especially  that  you  find 
out  all  about  the  micrometer,  which  is  placed  inside  the  tube, 

*  BenzeUus'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  67. 

•}■  Lars  Spole  (when  ennobled  Rosenborg),  brother  of  Mrs.  Elfvius, 
married  Magdalena  Schonstroni,  cousin  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  on  the 
ground  of  which  relationsliip  Prof.  Elfvius  addressed  Swedenborg  as  cousin. 
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and  by  which  the  diameter  of  the  planets  is  taken.  If  I 
could  get  such  a  micrometer  sent  here,  it  would  be  well; 
for  it  is  very  useful,  especially  in  the  observation  of  eclipses. 
Also  how  the  tubes  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet  length  are  handled, 
Avith  many  other  things  that  I  cannot  detail  here. 

2.  AVhat  became  of  Hooke's  observation,  according  to  which 
he  desired  to  prove  the  annual  motion  of  the  earth,  in  his 
treatise:  "An  attempt  to  prove  the  motion  of  the  Earth,"  London, 
1674.  Whether  it  is  approved  of  by  the  learned,  and  whether 
the  observation  is  continued  by  others. 

3.  We  should  like  to  get  a  catalogue  of  all  the  writings 
of  Flamsteed,  which  it  would  not  be  well  for  the  Library  to 
be  without;  but  about  this  the  Librarian  himself  will  write. 

4.  Glass-grinding,  I  think,  you  ought  to  make  yourself 
acquainted  with,  from  the  beginning  even  to  the  minutest 
detail. 

5.  What  the  learned  mathematicians  think  about  Newton's 
theory  of  the  motion  of  the  planets :  inasmuch  as  it  seems 
to  be  a  pure  abstraction  without  any  physical  ground,  viz. 
how  one  planetary  body  could  gravitate  towards  another,  &c., 
which  seems  to  be  an  absurdity. 

6.  AVhether  Flamsteed  adopts  the  number  given  by 
Cassini  for  the  greatest  obliquity  of  eclipses,  viz.  23**  2'/,  or 
takes  the  number  given  by  others,  viz.  23^  30'. 

7.  Which  tables  of  the  moon's  motion  are  considered  the  best. 
[Here  follows  Prof.  Elfvius'    observation   of  the   echpse  of 

the  moon  in  1706,  which  Swedenborg  desired  to  have]. 

Li  conclusion  I  commend  you  to  God's  protection,  and 
remain 

Your   most  obedient  servant, 
P.  Elfvius. 

[P.  S.]  I  recommend  the  above,  and  everything  else  that 
may  be  of  use  in  our  mathematical  studies,  to  Mr.  Swedberg's 
great  desire  of  acquiring  knowledge,  &c. 


DOCUMENT  43. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.* 

Received  January,  1712.     [E.  B.] 
Most  learned  Librarian, 

Two  weeks  ago  a  letter  was  dispatched  by 
a  ship  which  started  for  Gottenburg,  but  which  was  un- 
fortunately obhged  to  put  back  here  again  a  few  days 
ago,  in  company  with  several  others.  Meanwhile  your  much 
wished  for  answer  to  my  last  letter,  together  with  a  draft  for 
250  Rixdalers  in  copper,  on  account  of  the  Library,  has  arrived. 
Part  of  this  money  has  already  been  laid  out  for  the  books 
which  you  ordered  in  your  last  letter,  all  of  which  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  finding  and  purchasing,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Philosojjhical  Transactions,  of  which  however,  after  a  great  deal 
of  enquiry,  I  have  at  last  found  a  copy.  All  these  shall  be 
sent  by  the  next  opportunity  either  to  Gottenburg  or  Stock- 
holm, together  with  a  very  handsome  microscope.  With  respect 
to  the  glasses  for  the  telescopes,  I  shaU  wait  until  1  hear  from 
you  again ;  for  the  manufacturers  generally  say  that  they  never 
make  more  than  two  glasses  for  a  twenty-four  feet  telescope, 
but  for  one  that  is  only  six  or  seven  feet  long  they  make  four, 
and  they  add,  that  those  which  consist  of  four  glasses  can  be 
used  only  in  the  day-time,  but  the  others  also  at  night.  Flam- 
steed's  sixteen  feet  telescope  had  only  two  glasses.  The 
glasses  which  Hevelius  made  by  hand  are  all  done,  and  they 
all  stood  the  test.  The  bill  will  follow  when  they  are  sent 
off,  and  also  a  catalogue  of  everything  belonging  to  the  air- 
pump,  of  which  I  have  the  author's  own  description  in  a 
pamphlet  in  quarto ;  this  I  will  also  send,  and  it  may  then  either 

*  BenzeKus'  CoUection,  Vol.  IV,  No.  66. 
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be  for  my  own  use,  or  it  may  be  ordered  for  the 
L.brary. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  the  paper  for  the  globes; 
for  they  are  afraid  they  will  be  copied.  Those  that  are 
mounted  are,  on  the  other  hand,  very  dear.  I  have  therefore 
thought  of  engraving  a  couple  myself  with  my  own  hands; 
but  only  of  the  ordinary  size,  |^  of  a  Swedish  foot,  and  after 
they  are  done  1  will  send  both  the  drawing  and  the  plates 
to  Sweden;  after  my  return  I  may  perhaps  make  some 
of  more  value.  I  have  already  perfected  myself  so  much  in 
the  art  of  engraving,  that  I  consider  myself  capable  of  it;  a 
specimen  of  my  art  I  enclose  in  my  father's  letter;  this,  which 
illustrates  some  of  my  inventions,  was  the  first  thing  I  took 
in  hand.  At  the  same  time  I  have  learned  so  much  from  my 
landlord  in  the  art  of  making  brass  instruments,  that  I  have 
manufactured  many  for  my  own  use.  If  I  was  in  Sweden,  I 
should  not  need  to  apply  to  any  one  to  make  the  meridians 
for  the  globe,  and  its  other  appurtenances. 

"With  regard  to  astronomy  I  have  made  such  progress  in 
it,  as  to  have  discovered  much  which  I  think  will  be  useful 
in  its  study.  Although  in  the  beginning  it  made  my  brain 
ache,  yet  long  speculations  are  now  no  longer  difficult  for 
me.  I  examined  closely  all  propositions  for  finding  the  terrestrial 
longitude,  but  could  not  find  a  single  one;  I  have  therefore 
originated  a  method  by  means  of  the  nioon,  which  is  unerring, 
and  I  am  certain  that  it  is  the  best  which  has  yet  been  ad- 
vanced. In  a  short  time  I  will  inform  the  Royal  Society 
that  I  have  a  proposition  to  make  on  this  subject,  stating 
my  points.  If  it  is  favourably  received  by  these  gentlemen, 
I  shall  publish  it  here;  if  not,  in  France.  I  have  also  dis- 
covered many  new  methods  for  observing  the  planets,  the 
moon,  and  the  stars;  that  which  concerns  the  moon  and  its 
parallaxes,  diameter,  and  inequality,  I  will  publish  whenever 
an  opportunity  arises.  I  am  now  busy  working  my  way 
through  algebra  and  the  higher  geometry,  and  I  intend  to 
make  such  progress  in  it,  as  to  be  able  in  time  to  continue 
Polhammar's^*  discoveries. 

If  the  following  books  are  not  in  the  library,  I  think  you 
ought  to  get  them.   Wilkins'  mathematical  works ;  his  writings 
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are  very  clever.  Isaac  Newton's  "Series,  Fluxions,  and 
Differentials,  with  an  Enumeration  of  the  Lines  of  the  third 
Order",  which  is  a  hook  ahout  afing-er  in  thickness,  and  expensive, 
costing-  twelve  shillings.  The  same  author  on  "Arithmetical  Com- 
position for  the  Use  of  the  University  at  Cambridge,"  1707. 
Ditton's  "Institution  of  Fluxions."  There  are  also  eminent 
English  poets,  that  are  well  worth  reading  for  the  sake  of  their 
imagination  alone,  such  as  Dryden,  Spencer,  Waller,  Milton, 
Cowley,  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  Shakespeare,  Ben  Jonson, 
Oldham,  Benham,  Philip,  Smith,  and  others. 

With  regard  to  Wastovius^*''  I  shall  ask  Bishop  More  ahout 
him;  hut  he  has  been  out  of  to^vTi  for  some  time  on  visitation. 
I  hope  you  will  not  be  displeased  at  my  having  called  him 
superstitious,  for  this  can  no  more  detract  from  his  usefulness 
in  ecclesiastical  matters,  than  if  I  had  called  Virgil  a  heathen. 
This  proposition,  however,  cannot,  I  think,  be  controverted: 
"All  Catholics  are  worsliipers  of  saints  and  of  the  pope,  and 
all  worshipers  of  saints  are  superstitious."  Eeligion  cannct 
diminish  the  fame  of  any  one  in  historical  matters.  If  a 
precious  little  copper  coin  of  my  brother's  should  be  rashly  called 
by  any  one  a  little  rusty  bit  of  copper,  none  of  its  intrinsic 
value  is  thereby  lost,  perhaps  its  value  is  even  increased. 

I  offer  my  best  thanks  to  Prof.  Elfvius^*  for  communicating 
to  me  his  observation  of  the  eclipse.  I  must  beg  you  to 
procure  for  the  Library  a  brass  quadrant,  after  the  model 
now  in  use,  which  -will  not  cost  too  much  to  have  imported 
into  Sweden;  for,  heretofore,  all  the  instruments  have  been 
made  of  iron,  and  only  the  circle  has  been  made  of  brass. 
Wooden  sextants,  it  is  true,  are  large,  but  observations 
made  by  them  are  not  so  reliable  as  those  made  with  a  brass 
instrument  about  one  third  the  size.  I  am  also  engaged  upon 
a  method  for  a  quadrant,  by  which  observations  may  be  made 
without  trigonometrical  calculations.  Flamsteed's^^  largest 
instrument  stands  in  a  crypt,  which  is  open  only  in  the  line 
of  the  meridian;  it  is  fastened  to  a  stone  wedge,  and  nothing 
but  its  tube  is  movable.  The  sweep  of  the  instrument  is 
almost  130  [degrees],  and  it  commands  the  whole  of  the  arc 
from  the  horizon  to  the  pole.  The  division  is  a  mixture  of 
the  method  employed  by  Hooke,  Tycho,  and  others ;  it  is  divided 
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by  cross-lines  only  for  the  minutes;  every  sixth  second  is  shown 
by  some  divisions  in  a  brass  ruler,  which  is  like  a  member  of  a 
pair  of  scissors,  and  cuts  off  every  circle  [?].  Upon  the  whole  it 
is  uniform  with  Tycho"s  method,  only  it  is  more  compendious  in 
the  division,  for  the  marks  on  the  above-mentioned  brass  ruler 
are  in  the  place  of  a  circle  upon  the  instrument.  In  his  observa- 
tory he  had  also  other  quadrants,  all  with  tubes  and  micro- 
meters, which  were  set  in  a  horizontal  position  by  means  of  a 
plumb-line.  This  is  my  respectful  answer  to  Prof.  Elfvius"^* 
letter.  * 

I  have  also  been  asked  about  Flamsteed's'^^  publications; 
they  are  as  follows:  The  Posthumous  Worlcs  of  Horroxius,  together 
with  a  little  about  the  eclipses  of  the  sun,  how  they  may  be 
marked  down,  so  that  they  may  be  computed  in  full;  he  has 
also  published  in  folio  his  Observations  duiing  fifteen  years, 
but  they  cannot  be  obtained.  He  told  me  also  that  he  had  in 
the  press  the  Heavenly  Constellations  as  they  are  found  in 
Hipparchus,  but  corrected  and  emended;  for  he  shows  that 
the  one  among  the  ancients  who  first  put  them  on  record  mistook 
right  for  left,  upper  for  lower,  and  was  especially  wrong  in 
the  constellation  of  the  ship,  because  he  did  not  sufficiently 
understand  the  Greek  language.  He  prefers  to  take  the  stars 
in  the  order  in  which  they  reach  the  meridian. 

When  the  plates  for  the  globes  arrive  in  Sweden,  Prof. 
Elfvius^*  will  perhaps  take  care  to  have  them  printed  and 
made  up;  I  shall  send  a  specimen  very  soon;  but  no  impression 
is  to  be  sold. 

P.  S.  Prof.  Elfvius  asks  what  is  the  opinion  of  Englishmen 
with  regard  to  Newton's  Princqna;  but  in  this  matter  no 
Englishman  ought  to  be  consulted,  qida  ccecutlt  in  siiis,  i.  e. 
because  he  is  blind  about  his  own;  yet  it  would  be  criminal 
to  doubt  them.  The  lunar  tables  that  are  most  sold  here, 
are,  Horroxii  tahuJce  Britannicce,  Strecliii  [?]  Carolinae, 
Greenwood's  AnglicancB.  Flamsteed  informed  me  that  he  had 
made  unerrin;j  lunar  tables.  No  other  wTitings  are  in  use 
here,  nor  do  the  English  employ  any  other  writings  in  mathe- 
matics except  those  of  their  own  countrymen. 

*  Compare  Document  42. 
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P.  S.  As  I  have  been  hitherto  so  much  taken  up  with 
astronomical  speculations,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  negh- 
gence;  I  promise  to  be  more  industrious  in  future,  and  not 
to  let  any  opportunity  pass,  without  paying  you  my  respects. 
I  do  not  expect  to  come  home  much  before  1715.  I  have 
longed  very  much  to  see  the  Bodleiian  Library,  since  I  saw 
the  little  one  at  Sion  College;  but  I  am  kept  back  here 
on  account  of  '•'■want  of  mojiey.''''*  I  wonder  my  father  does 
not  show  greater  care  for  me,  than  to  have  let  me  live  now 
for  more  than  sixteen  months  upon  200  rixdalers;  weU  know- 
ing that  I  promised  in  a  letter  not  to  incommode  him  by 
drawing  for  money ;  and  yet  none  has  been  forth-coming 
for  the  last  three  or  four  months.  It  is  hard  to  live  without 
food  or  drink  like  some  poor  drudge  in  Schonen. 

P.  S.  The  expenses  for  postage  you  will  please  to  charge 
either  to  me  or  to  my  father.  Plamsteed  desired  Bilhergii 
Solem  Inoccicluiim.  I  send  my  love  to  all  my  brothers  and 
sisters.  I  hope  brothers  Gustav  and  Hennick-{-  have  not  for- 
gotten onr  former  acquaintance.  The  little  copper-plate  may 
be  taken  out  of  my  father's  letter,  which  accompanies  my  first 
specimen.  I  thank  sister  Hedwigij:  for  her  letter;  the  one 
which  she  sent  before  starting  for  Stockholm  arrived  about  a 
week  ago,  after  it  was  half  a  year  old.  I  will  pay  my  respects 
to  Prof.  Elfvius^*  by  letter;  a  separate  letter  to  him  shall 
follow,  though  perhaps  not  very  soon;  his  advice  I  will  obey. 
I  hope  very  soon  to  receive  money.  This  letter  goes  by  post 
to  prichet-g7'ubb  [?]. 

*  These  words  are  in  English  in  the  original  letter. 

f  Gustav  Benzelstjerna,65  and  Dr.  Henricus  Benzehus,  two  younger 
brothers  of  Ericus,  the  former  became  Royal  Secretary  and  Censor  of  the 
press,  and  died  1737;  concerning  the  latter  see  Note  7. 

I  Swedenborg's  sister  Hed\'ig  who  was  married  to  Lars  Benzelstjenia,8 
another  brother  of  Eiicus  BenzeUuS. 
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London  Au^st  15,  1712. 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

Some  time  ago  I  had  the  honour  of  answer- 
ing your  letter.  My  letter  was  handed  to  Alberg,  that, 
when  opportunity  offered,  he  might  send  it  over;  and  as  I 
understand  that  several  ships  have  since  left  port,  I  hope  it 
has  arrived  and  is  now  in  your  hands.  I  was  sometimes  afraid 
of  AVTiting  you  too  many  letters ;  for  if  they  come  in  too  rapid 
succession  they  must  necessarily  be  barren  [of  news] ;  where- 
fore I  thought  it  best  to  reserve  them  from  time  to  time,  and 
collect  them  together,  that  they  might  become  more  import- 
ant. In  the  above  letter,  and  also  in  one  that  I  sent  to  my 
father,  I  detailed  the  trouble  I  had  taken  to  get  the  Ijooks  out 
of  the  custom-house;  which  it  is  impossible  to  do,  unless  the 
conditions  mentioned  are  complied  with.  Some  of  your  friends 
desire  these  books,  and  have  asked  me  to  make  you  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  things,  in  order  that,  if  they  cannot  be  got 
out,  others  may  be  sent  in  their  place.  I  am  ready  to  start 
on  my  journey,  and  am  dela}'ing  only  that  I  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  procuring  the  friendship  of  the  learned  by  means 
of  your  welcome  presents;  John  Chamberlayne,  however,  with 
whom  I  am  very  well  acquainted,  and  who  has  written  "Ow 
the  inesent  state  of  Eiujland,^^  has  obhgingly  promised  me,  that 
in  case  any  other  of  your  learned  books,  as  for  instance, 
^^Vitis  Aquilonia,  &c."  should  be  sent  over  here,  he  will  take 
care  they  shall  be  delivered  to  those  to  whom  they  may  be 
addressed;  so  much  interest  does  he  take  in  this  a£faii\   He  has 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  No.  104. 
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promised  to  get  the  others  out  of  the  custom-house,  should 
the  particukxrs  above-mentioned  come  to  hand.  As  you 
are  probably  acquainted  with  the  other  points  that  I  have 
discovered  or  investigated  in  mathematics,  you  will  not  care 
to  have  them  repeated  here;  yet  of  the  actual  discoveries 
I  have  made  in  them  I  prepared  a  list  in  my  letter  to  Prof. 
Elfvius^*.  With  regard  to  my  discovery  for  finding  the 
terrestrial  longitude  hg  means  of  tlie  moon,  I  am  convinced 
that  it  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  given,  that  it  is  also  the 
easiest,  and  in  fact  the  right  one.  The  only  objection  that 
can  be  raised  against  it,  is,  that  the  orbit  of  the  moon  is 
not  yet  thoroughly  reduced  into  lunar  tables;  but  these  are 
promised  by  Flamsteed,  and  he  has  constructed  such  good 
ones,  that  I  am  sure,  they  will  always  and  without  error  serve 
to  show  the  moon's  motion.  If  this  is  really  so,  I  have  won 
the  whole  game,  and  I  make  bold  to  say  (after  having  well 
considered  what  I  say),  that  none  of  the  others  who  have 
endeavoured  to  find  the  longitude  by  the  moon  have  gained 
it.  Suppose  the  motion  of  the  moon  was  really  rectified,  no 
other  method,  of  all  those  that  have  been  projected  by  others, 
can  be  used  for  this  purpose,  except  mine  alone;  this  much, 
at  least.  Dr.  Halley^^  has  admitted  to  me  orally.  But  as 
I  have  not,  here  in  England,  among  this  civil  and  proud  people, 
met  with  great  encouragement,  I  have  laid  it  aside  for  some 
other  place.  When  I  tell  them  that  I  have  some  project 
about  longitude,  they  treat  it  as  an  impossibility,  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  it  here.  Let  what  I  enclose 
be  submitted  to  some  mathematicians,  perhaps  it  might  be 
sent  to  a  French  mathematician,  e.  g.  Abbe  Bignon^^,  that  he 
may  pass  judgment  upon  it. 

As  my  speculations  made  me  for  a  time  not  so  sociable 
as  is  serviceable  and  useful  for  me,  and  as  my  spirits  are 
somewhat  exhausted,  I  have  taken  refuge  for  a  short  time 
in  the  study  of  poetry,  that  I  might  be  somewhat  recreated  by 
it.  I  intend  to  gain  a  little  reputation  by  this  study,  on  some 
occasion  or  other,  during-  this  year,  and  I  hope  I  may  have 
advanced  in  it  as  much  as  may  be  expected  from  me — but 
time  and  others  will  perhaps  judge  of  this.  Still,  after  a 
time,   I  intend   to  take   mathematics   up  again,   although,  at 
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present,  I  am  doing  nothing  in  tliem ;  and,  if  I  am  encouraged, 
I  intend  to  make  more  discoveries  in  them  than  any  one 
else  in  the  present  age ;  but  Avithout  encouragement  this  would 
be  sheer  trouble,  and  it  would  be  like  non  profecturis  litora 
hibus  arare — ploughing  the  ground  with  stubborn  steers. 

I  have  been  at  AVoodward's,  who  was  so  polite  as  to  intro- 
duce me  to  some  of  the  learned  and  to  members  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  also  to  some  one  by  whom,  he  said,  you  were 
taken  to  a  certain  Doctor  Postelwort  (I  think  that  is  his 
name) ;  this  gentleman  talked  a  good  deal  about  you,  and 
your  intention  to  enter  the  Church,  and  both  of  them  desire 
very  much  to  be  remembered  to  you. 

Magister  Alstryn  will  inform  you  what  Hudson  at  Oxford 
has  in  hand ;  he  is  a  little  dissatisfied  that  he  so  seldom  gets 
a  letter  from  you;  he  is  very  anxious  to  have  from  you  both 
a  letter  and  several  copies   of  Chrysostom. 

I  send  you  a  part  of  the  books  which  I  Avas  most  particular- 
ly requested  to  purchase,  viz: — 

£    s.      (1. 

lEscellanea  Curiosa,  in  three  volumes 0  13  0 

Notion,  Reflection  upon  Ancient  and  Modern 

Learning 0  4  0 

Reflection  upon  the  Conduct  of  human  Life 0  1  6 

Rifledion  upon  Learning 0  3  6 

Hcmlxshce,  FJujsico-Mechanical  Experiments 0  6  0 

Leslie,  Truth  of  Christianity 0  2  0 

Letter  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks ....0  0  3 

Glasses  for  a  Telescope  of  24  feet 2  0  0 

£  3  10  3 
In  the  same  box  I  send  a  large  quantity  of  my  books — mostly 
mathematical — Avhicli  I  have  been  using  here,  and  also  some  of 
my  instruments  ;  a  part  of  my  books  and  instruments  I  am  keep- 
ing back.  I  trust  that  you  Avill  take  good  care  of  them ;  l)ut  if 
Prof.  Elfvius^*  desires  to  see  them,  you  may  show  tliem 
to  him.  I  am  still  several  pounds  in  debt  here,  wliich  I 
intend  to  clear  off  by  means  of  some  other  books.  The 
microscope  I  did  not  purchase,  because  it  cost  too  much,  viz. 
four  guineas;  and  the  otliers  are  scarcely  worthy  to  be  in  a 
library.     "With  regard  to  the  air-pump,  I  send  you  the  author's 
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book  in  -which  there  is  a  drawing  of  it,  and  also  a  list  of  the 
thing's  that  belong  to  it.  If  I  hear  that  you  desire  to  have 
one,  I  shall  wi'ite  to  Hauksbee  from  some  other  place,  that 
he    undertake    to    send   it   to   you,    which    he   has   promised 


.* 


to  do.  There  is  a  large  quantity  of  books  worth  buying^ 
Harris's  Lexicon  of  tJie  Sciences  and  Arts,  in  which  there  is  also 
contained  much  mathematics.  Philosophical  Transactions  and 
collections  from  the  year  1705,  by  John  Lowth,  which  will 
cost  fifty  shillings ;  it  was  recommended  to  me  by  Dr.  Wood- 
ward, because  it  contains  what  has  been  transacted  ia  the  Royal 
Society,  and  because  the  information  which  is  scattered  through 
the  Philosophical  Transactions  is  here  reduced  into  order.  I 
read  it  through;  it  is  a  great  pity  it  is  not  translated  into 
Latin.  The  Memoirs  of  Literature ;  which  treats  on  the  history 
of  literature,  in  folio;  besides  several  other  books,  which 
I  think  cannot  have  escaped  your  knowledge.  Within  three 
or  four  months  I  hope,  with  God's  help,  to  be  in  France; 
for  I  greatly  desire  to  understand  its  fashionable  and  use- 
ful language.  I  hope  by  that  time  to  have,  or  to  find  there, 
letters  from  you  to  some  of  your  learned  correspondents, 
especially  Abbe  Bignon,^''  whose  acquaintance  I  much  desire 
to  make,  and  which  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  making  by 
means  of  a  letter  from  you. 

Your  great  kindness,  and  your  favour,  of  which  I  have  had 
so  many  proofs,  make  me  believe,  that  your  advice  and  your 
letters  will  induce  my  father  to  be  so  favourable  towards  me, 
as  to  send  me  the  funds  w^hich  are  necessary  for  a  young  man, 
and  which  will  infuse  into  me  new  spirit  for  the  prosecution 
of  my  studies.  BeHeve  me,  I  desire  and  strive  to  be  an  honour 
to  my  father's  house  and  yours,  much  more  strongly  than  you 
yourself  can  wish  and  endeavour. 

P.  S.  I  would  have  bought  the  microscope,  if  the  price 
had  not  been  so  much  higher  than  I  could  venture  to  pay, 
before  receiving  your  orders.  This  microscope  was  one  which 
Mr.  Marshall  showed  to  me  especially;  it  is  quite  new,  and  of 
his  own  invention,  and  shows  the  motion  in  fishes  very  vividly. 

*  As  will  be  seen  from  the  original  of  this  letter  as  pubhshed  in  Vol.  IH 
the  greater  part  of  what  follows  was  written  by  Swedenborg  in  broken 
Enghsh,  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  render  into  good  English. 
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Tliere  was  a  glass  ^Yith  a  candle  placed  under  it,  wliich  made 
the  thing  itself  and  the  object  much  lighter;  so  that  any  one 
could  see  the  blood  in  the  fishes  flowing  swiftly,  hke  small 
rivulets;  for  it  flowed  in  this  manner,  and  just  as  fast. 

P.  S.  At  a  watchmaker's,  Antram,  I  saw  a  curiosity  which 
I  cannot  forbear  mentioning:  it  was  a  clock  which  was  still, 
and  without  any  motion.  On  the  top  of  it  tliere  was  a  candle, 
and  when  this  was  lighted,  the  clock  began  to  go  and  to  keep 
its  true  time:  but  as  soon  as  the  candle  was  blown  out,  the 
motion  ceased,  and  so  on.  There  was  nothing  on  the  top,  or 
aiear  the  candle,  which  could  be  heated  by  the  flame  or  the 
"firSj  and  wliich  could  thus  set  the  clock  in  motion.  He  showed 
mc  also  the  interior,  which  was  entu-ely  difi"erent  from  any 
other  clock.  He  told  me  that  nobody  had  as  yet  found  out, 
how  it  could  be  set  in  motion  by  the  candle. 

P.  S.  Please  remember  me  kindly  to  sister  Anna,*  my 
dear  sister  Hedvig,-j-  and  also  to  Brother  Ericus  Benzel,''^  the 
little  one ;  about  whose  state  of  health  I  always  desire  to  hear. 
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Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

Since  my  last  letter,  which  I  sent  you  from 
Holland  by  the  mail  packet,  I  have  not  had  the  honour  of 
paying  you  my  respects;  I  am  sorry  it  has  been  so  long-. 
After  that  time  I  left  Holland,  intending  to  make  greater 
progress  in  mathematics,  and  also  to  finish  all  I  had  designed 
in  that  science.  Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  been  hindered 
in  my  work  by  an  illness  which  lasted  six  weeks,  and  which 
interfered  with  my  studies  and  other  useful  operations;  but  I 
have    at    last    recovered,    and    am    beginning-    to    make    the 

*  Swedenborg's  sister,  the  -wife  of  Ericus  Benzelius. 

f  A  younger  sister  of  Swedenborg,  married  to  Lai's  Benzclstjema.s 

t  BenzeUus'  Collection,  Vol.  IV,  No.  149. 
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acquaintance  of  the  most  learned  men  in  this  place.  I  have 
called  upon,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  De  La  Hire,^*  who 
is  now  a  great  astronomer,  and  who  was  formerly  a  well-known 
g^eometrician.  I  have  also  been  frequently  with  "Warrig'non,®* 
who  is  the  greatest  geometrican  and  algebraist  in  this  town, 
and  perhaps  the  greatest  in  Europe.  About  eight  days  ago 
I  called  upon  Abbe  Bignon,^^  and  presented  your  compHments, 
on  the  strength  of  which  I  was  very  favourably  received  by 
him.  I  submitted  to  him  for  examination,  and  for  introduction 
into  the  Society,  three  discoveries,  two  of  which  were  in  algebra. 
In  the  first  invention  I  showed,  that  by  means  of  algebraical 
analysis  a  great  many  useful  problems  could  be  solved,  which  it 
was  impossible  to  do  by  the  usual  method — this  I  proved  by 
more  than  a  hundred  examples.  In  the  second  invention  a  new 
method  of  treating  algebra  is  presented,  in  which  the  unknown 
quantity  is  obtained,  not  by  an  equation,  but  in  a  shorter  and 
more  natural  way  by  means  of  geometrical  and  arithmetical  pro- 
portions. The  third  invention  was  about  the  finding  of  the  terres- 
trial longitude ;  under  this  title  there  are  given  the  outlines  of 
a  certain  most  easy,  and,  if  respect  is  had  to  the  signs  (si 
signa  species),  of  a  true  and  genuine  method  of  finding  the 
terrestrial  longitude  both  by  land  and  by  sea.  These  three 
discoveries  I  followed  out  to  some  extent;  but  in  my  specimens 
I  only  gave  a  sketch  of  them,  and  did  not  add  many  proofs. 
Abbe  Bignon^'  at  once  gave  me  a  letter  to  Warrignon,^*^ 
desiring  that  he  should  examine  them;  in  it  he  mentioned 
you,  and  recommended  me  to  him,  because  I  was  a  re- 
lation of  Mons.  Benzelius,  with  whom  he  said  he  was  en 
liaison  intime  (intimately  connected) — these  are  his  own 
words.  I  was  to-day  for  two  hours  at  Warrignon's,  during 
which  I  submitted  my  papers  to  him.  I  intend  to  have  them 
printed,  that  I  may  communicate  them  more  easily  to  the 
learned;  they  will  not  exceed  three  sheets.  Moreoverp  there  is 
another  man  in  England,  by  the  name  of  Whiston,  who  has 
given  out  that  he  has  discovered  the  longitude;  for  this  reason 
I  wish  to  make  haste  with  mine.  This  man  has  written 
on  astronomy,  but  has  never  before  invented  anything.  Here 
in  town  I  avoid  conversation  with  Swedes,  and  shun  all  those 
by  whom  I  might  be  in  the  least  interrupted  in  my   studies. 
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"What  I  hear  from  the  learned,  I  note  down  at  once  in  my 
journal;  it  would  be  too  long  to  copy  it  out  and  to  com- 
municute  it  to  you.  Between  the  mathematicians  here  and  the 
English  there  is  great  emulation  and  jealousy.  Halley,^'^ 
of  Oxford,  told  me  that  he  was  the  first  who  examined 
the  variation  of  the  pendulum  under  the  equator;  they  keep 
silence  about  this  here;  the  astronomers  here  also  maintain 
that  Cassini's  paper  was  written  before  Halley  made  his 
expedition  to  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  and  so  forth. 

It  is  seldom  that  mathematical  works  are  pubhshed  here, 
and  if  you  come  a  few  months  after,  they  are  not  to  be 
had.  All  mathematicians  take  their  papers  to  the  Diaria 
imhlica  Academice  Scientiarum  (the  public  Journal  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences),  and  do  not  trouble  themselves  further 
about  publisliing  and  keeping  a  copy  of  them.  I  find  in  the 
book-shops  in  this  country  a  much  smaller  number  of 
mathematical  works  for  sale  than  in  England  and  Holland. 
I  have  also  been  a  good  deal  in  the  libraries,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Royal  Library.  I  ordered  Brander  in 
England  to  send  the  microscope  which  was  written  for,  to 
Sweden  for  the  Library  ;  it  will  probably  cost  fi-om  three 
to  four  pounds.  It  wiU  be  forwarded  to  you  by  some 
opportunity. 

I  suppose  my  books  and  other  things,  which  Alstryn 
took  to  Sweden,  have  been  forwarded  from  Gottenburg  to 
Upsal.  During  my  stay  in  Holland  I  was  most  of  the  time 
in  Utrecht,  where  the  Diet  met,  and  where  I  was  in  great 
favour  with  ambassador  Palmquist,®^  who  had  me  every  day  at 
liis  house;  every  day  also  I  had  discussions  on  algebra  with 
him.  He  is  a  good  mathematician,  and  a  great  algebraist. 
He  wished  me  not  to  go  away;  and,  therefore,  I  intend  next 
year  to  return  to  Leyden,  where  they  have  a  splendid  observa- 
tory, and  the  finest  brass  quadrant  that  I  liave  ever  seen;  it 
cost  2000  new  guilders.  They  are  continually  making  new 
oljservations.  I  will  ask  permission  from  the  university  to 
take  observations  there  for  two  or  three  months,  which  I  shall 
easily  obtain;  Palmquist  said  the  same. 

In  Leyden  I  learned  glass-grinding;  and  I  have  now  all 
the  instruments  and  utensils  belonging  to  it. 

15* 
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Three  months  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Himick  Benzelius,' 
from  Dimmertess,  near  Adrianople,  dated  the  H  tF^^y^i  ^^  which 
he  mentions  that  he  had  been  for  six  months  with  the  King.* 
I  do  not  know  what  he  intends  to  do  now,  whether  he  will 
proceed  farther  into  the  East,  or  return  to  Venice  by  way  of 
the  Archipelago.  Magister  Eneman,-]-  Professor  at  Upsal  with  a 
salary  of  ?00  rixdalers,  had  been  with  him,  but  he  travelled 
afterwards  to  Jerusalem.  He  had  a  letter  from  him  dated 
from  Smyrna. 

Whatever  I  am  able  to  gather,  from  the  conversation  of 
the  learned,  respecting  the  progress  of  literature  and  mathema- 
tics, I  will  always  report  to  you  whenever  I  have  an  opportu- 
nity. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  entertain  the  greatest  friendsliip 
and  veneration  for  you;  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  be 
displeased  with  me  on  account  of  my  silence,  and  my  delay 
in  writing  letters,  if  you  hear  that  I  am  always  intent  on  my 
studies,  so  that  sometimes  I  omit  more  important  matters. 
Farewell, 

Yours  most  faithfully,  even  to  death, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
Paris,  9/1 9  August,  1713. 

*  Henricus  Benzelius  left  Sweden  in  1712;  after  passing  through  Ger- 
many and  Hungary  he  spent  some  time  at  Bender  in  Turkey  with 
Charles  XII;  afterwards  he  visited  Greece,  Palestine,  and  Egypt,  and  re- 
turned home  towards  the  close  of  1718. 

•j-  Magister  Eneman  made  an  equally  extensive  jouraej^,  and  in  addition 
visited  Arabia,  being  the  first  Swede  who  had  entered  that  country. 
While  in  Egypt,  in  1714,  he  received  the  appointment  of  professor  of  the 
oriental  languages  at  Uj)sal;  whereupon  he  immediately  returned  Jiome, 
but  died  a  few  weeks  after  his  return. 
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Most  honoured  Friend  and  Brother, 

It  is  some  time  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
writing  to  you.  I  hope  this  has  not  caused  any  feeling  of 
uneasiness.  I  admit  that  it  was  caused  partly  by  pio- 
crastination,  but  in  part  it  was  also  owing  to  my  not  having 
any  opportunities  for  writing.  This  reason  has  also  prevented 
me  from  giving  my  dear  parents  any  intelligence  concerning 
myself.  But  as  I  am  now  so  much  nearer  home,  I  will 
make  amends  for  all  this  by  increased  industry,  if  I  can  please 
you  by  doing  so.  Your  last  letter  I  received  in  Paris  as  I 
was  on  the  point  of  leaving  that  city :  nevertheless  I  attended 

*  BenzeKus'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  110.  Tliis  is  the  first  of  the 
letters  copied  by  Dr.  Hahl,  the  librarian  of  the  Cathedral-library  at  Lin- 
koping,  for  the  Swedenborg  Association.  His  transcrijit  of  these  letters  is  of 
considerable  value,  as  it  contains  Dr.  Hahl's  reading  of  doubtful  passages. 
The  order  in  which  these  letters  follow  in  Dr.  Hahl's  copies  is  the  same  as  that 
in  which  these  letters  were  originally  bound  together  in  Vol.  XL  of  the  Ben- 
zeUus  Collection.  This  order  was  also  preserved  by  Mi\  White  in 
publishing  twenty-six  of  these  letters  in  English;  yet  this  order  is  by  no 
means  chronological,  and  only  seizes  to  confound  the  biogiapher  of  Sweden- 
borg. Upon  closer  investigation  it  has  been  found  that  all  the  letters  in  the 
collection  without  any  date  had  been  bound  up  indiscriminately  between 
letters  one  and  tivo.  After  the  true  dates  of  these  letters  had  been  ap- 
proximately determined  by  a  critical  examination  of  their  contents,  the 
true  order  of  these  letters,  as  numbered  by  Dr.  Hahl  and  Mr.  AVhite,  appeai-s 
to  be  as  follows:  1,  5  (omitted  both  by  Dr.  Hahl  and  Mr.  AVhite),  9,  88, 
13,  8,  32,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  11,  10,  12,  14,  15,  17,  18,  16,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23, 
24,  25,  26,  &c.  Compare  the  English  translation  of  this  letter  in  Mr.  White's 
"New  Churchman,"  March,  1856,  p.  29,  "New  Documents  concerning  Sweden- 
borg," Letter  1. 
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to  the  commission  respecting  the  hooks,  several  of  which  I 
was  able  to  find;  I  intrusted  Secretary  Gedda  with  the  care 
of  receiving  them  from  the  bookseller,  with  whom  they  now 
are  until  further  orders.  I  would  have  taken  charge  of  them 
myself,  could  I  have  found  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  to 
Rouen,  and  thence  to  Sweden.  In  case  you  have  occasion  to 
correspond  on  any  literary  matters  in  Paris,  Secretary  Gedda 
offers  his  services;  he  is  well  known  to  a  part  of  the  learned, 
and  is  versed  in  scientific  studies  and  literary  history.  At  the 
close  of  my  stay  in  Paris,  I  made  a  general  tour  all  over  the 
city  in  company  with  several  others,  that  I  might  see  what 
was  to  be  seen.  I  took  my  companions  also  to  those  of 
your  friends  whom  you  were  kind  enough  to  name  to  me, 
and  they  showed  us  every  poHteness  for  your  sake;  you  have 
left  among  them  an  uncommon  esteem  and  affection.  As  soon 
as  Father  le  Quien  heard  your  name,  he  did  not  know  what 
books  to  show  us  first  in  his  library,  and  what  service  he 
could  offer  to  us,  who  were  acquainted  with  you. 

With  Father  le  Long,  also,  who  has  a  history  of  literature 
in  hand,  it  was  the  same.  It  would  be  a  heart-felt  delight  to 
them,  and  it  is  a  strong  wish  of  theirs,  that  you  may  once 
more  have  an  opportunity  of  being  with  them. 

I  am  very  glad  that  I  have  come  to  a  place  where  I  have 
time  and  leisure  to  gather  up  all  my  works  and  thoughts, 
which  have  hitherto  been  without  any  order,  and  are  scattered 
here  and  there  upon  scraps  of  paper.  I  have  always  been  in 
want  of  a  place  and  time  to  collect  them.  I  have  now  com- 
menced this  labour,  and  shall  soon  get  it  done.  I  promised 
my  dear  father  to  pubKsh  an  academical  thesis,  for  which 
I  shall  select  some  inventions  in  mechanics  which  I  have  at 
hand.  Further,  I  have  the  following  mechanical  inventions 
either  in  hand  or  fully  written  out,  viz:  — 

1.  The  plan  of  a  certain  ship,  which  with  its  men  can 
go  under  the  surface  of  the  sea,  wherever  it  chooses,  and  do 
great  damage  to  the  fleet  of  the  enemy. 

2.  A  new  plan  for  a  syphon,  by  which  a  large  quantity  of  water 
may  be  raised  from  any  river  to  a  higher  locality  in  a  short  time. 

3.  For  lifting  weights  by  the  aid  of  water  and  this  portable 
syphon,  with  greater  facility  than  by  mechanical  powers. 
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4.  For  constructing  sluices  in  places  Avhere  there  is  no 
fall  of  water,  by  means  of  which  entire  ships  with  their  cargoes 
may  be  raised  to  any  height  required  within  an  hour  or  two. 

5.  A  machine  driven  by  fire,  for  throwing  out  water,  and 
a  method  of  constructing  it  near  forges,  where  the  water 
has  no  fall,  but  is  tranquil.  The  fire  and  chimney  would 
supply  a  sufiicient  quantity  of  water  for  the  wheels. 

6.  A  draw-bridge  wliich  may  be  closed  and  opened  within 
the  gates  and  the  walls. 

7.  New  machines  for  condensing  and  exhausting  air  by 
means  of  water.  Also  a  new  pump  acting  by  water  and  mercury, 
without  any  syphon,  which  presents  more  advantages,  and  works 
more  easily,  than  the  common  pumps.  I  have  also,  besides 
these,  other  new  plans  for  pumps. 

8.  A  new  construction  of  air-guns,  thousands  of  which 
may  be  discharged   in  a  moment  by  means  of  one  syphon. 

9.  A  universal  musical  instrument,  by  means  of  wiiich 
one  who  is  quite  unacquainted  with  music  may  execute  all 
kinds  of  airs,  that  are  marked  on  paper  by  notes. 

10.  SciagrapJiia  luiivei^salis.  The  universal  art  of  delineating 
shades,  or  a  mechanical  method  of  delineating  engravings  of  any 
kind  upon  any  surface  by  means  of  fire. 

11.  A  water-clock,  in  which  water  serves  the  purpose  of  an 
index,  and  in  which,  by  the  flow  of  the  water,  all  the  movable 
bodies  in  the  heavens  are  demonstrated,  with  other  curious 
effects. 

12.  A  mechanical  carriage  containing  all  sorts  of  works, 
which  are  set  in  motion  by  the  movement  of  the  horses. 

Also,  a  flying  carriage,  or  the  possibility  of  remaining 
suspended  in  the  air,  and  of  being  conveyed  through  it. 

13.  A  method  of  ascertaining  the  desires  and  affections 
of  the  minds  of  men  by  analysis. 

14.  New  methods  of  constructing  cords  and  springs,  with 
their  properties. 

These  are  my  mechanical  inventions  which  were  hereto- 
fore lying  scattered  on  pieces  of  paper,  but  nearly  all  of 
which  are  now  brought  into  order,  so  that  when  opportunity 
offers,  they  may  be  published.  To  all  these  there  is  added 
an    algebraic    and  a    numerical   calculation,    from  which   the 
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proportions,  motion,  times,  and  all  tlie  properties  which  they 
ought  to  possess,  are  deduced.  Moreover,  all  those  things 
which  I  have  in  analysis  and  astronomy,  require  each  its  own 
place  and  its  own  time.  O  how  I  wish,  my  beloved  friend 
and  brother,  that  I  could  submit  all  these  to  your  own  eyes, 
and  to  those  of  Prof.  Elfvius.^*  But  as  I  cannot  show  you 
the  actual  machines,  I  will  at  least,  in  a  short  time,  forward 
you  the  drawings,  with  which  I  am  daily  occupied. 

I  have  now  time  also  to  bring  my  poetical  efforts 
into  order.  They  are  only  a  kind  of  fables,  Hke  those  of 
Ovid,  under  cover  of  which  those  events  are  treated  which  have 
happened  in  Europe  within  the  last  fourteen  or  fifteen  years; 
so  that  in  this  manner  I  am  allowed  to  sport  with  serious  tilings, 
and  to  play  with  the  heroes  and  the  great  men  of  our  country. 
But,  meanwhile,  I  am  affected  with  a  certain  sense  of  shame, 
when  I  reflect  that  I  have  said  so  much  about  my  plans  and 
ideas,  and  have  not  yet  exhibited  anything:  my  journey  and  its 
inconveniences  have  been  the  cause  of  this. 

I  have  now  a  very  great  desire  to  return  home  to  Sweden, 
and  to  take  in  hand  all  Polhammar's^*  inventions,  make 
drawings,  and  furnish  descriptions  of  them,  and  also  to 
test  them  by  physics,  mechanics,  hydrostatics,  and  hydraulics, 
and  hkewise  by  the  algebraic  calculus ;  I  should  prefer  to  publish 
them  in  Sweden,  rather  than  in  any  other  place;  and  in  this 
manner  to  make  a  beginning  among  us  of  a  Society  for 
Learning  and  Science,  for  which  we  have  such  an  excellent 
foundation  in  Polhammar's  inventions.  I  wish  mine  could 
serve  the  same  purpose. 

As  to  my  Method  for  finding  the  Longitude,  it  is  also  contained 
on  small  scraps  of  paper.  I  gave  only  a  few  outlines  and 
points  of  it  in  Paris,  so  that  those  who  wished  to  see  it,  and 
to  understand  how  it  operated,  could  acquire  some  knowledge 
of  it.  But  as  I  had  no  observations  by  which  I  could  confirm 
it,  I  thought  I  would  let  it  rest,  until  I  had  worked  it  out 
fully,  and  had  confirmed  it  by  observations;  lest  I  might 
lose  all  my  trouble,  as  well  as  any  reward  I  might  expect 
from  it.  I  am  afraid  I  might  bring  forth  blind  whelps  (timeo 
ut  c(Bcos  parerem  catulos),  if  I  produced  it  before  its  proper 
time. 
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Meanwhile,  I  should  like  very  much  to  know  what  the 
Upsal  Minerva  thinks  of  the  general  of  the  JNIuscovites,  who  is 
only  twenty  Swedish  miles  distant;  whether  she  has  seized  her 
arms  and  aegis,  and  is  preparing  to  go  and  meet  him,  to- 
gether with  her  muses,  or  whether  she  has  an  olive  branch 
wliich  she  prefers  to  offer?  Although  afar  off,  I  see  how  she 
is  instructing  her  muses  in  the  use  of  arms,  and  teaching  the 
exercises  of  Mars  rather  than  her  own.  I  should  have  wished 
to  bear  the  eagles  before  her,  or  to  perform  any  other  small 
service  under  her. 

A  thousand  remembrances  to  my  sister  Anna.^  I  hope  she 
is  not  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the  Russians.  I  have  a 
great  longing  to  see  little  brother  Eric^^  again;  perhaps  he  will 
be  able  to  make  a  triangle,  or  to  draw  one  for  me,  when  I 
give  him  a  little  ruler. 

Farewell,  and  again  farewell!  This  is  the  wish  of 
Your  devoted  friend, 

Em^n.  Swedbeeg. 
Rostock,  8  September,  1714. 
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Most  honoured  friend  and  brother. 

By  the  last  mail  I  sent  enclosed  in  my  father's 
letter  a  drawing  of  an  air-pump  to  be  worked  by  water;  I 
should  also  have  added  a  letter,  had  not  my  time  been  too 
short. 

In  my  last  letter  to  my  father  I  promised  to  send  you  l)y 
every  opportunity,  and  in  each  of  his  letters,  some  machine 
or  other   of  my  invention.    If  I  can  thereby   amuse  you  and 

*  Benzclius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  117.  Compare  the  English  trans- 
lation of  this  letter  in  Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  June,  1856,  p.  66 
"New  Documents  concerning  Swedcnborg,"  Letter  7. 
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Professor  Elfvius,^*  I  shall  continue  to  do  so  for  some  time. 
Herewith  follows  another  machine  of  the  same  land,  an 
air-pump,  which  has  the  same  effect  as  the  preceding  one, 
but  differs  considerably  in  its  construction,  being  easier  to 
make;  and  pei'haps  quicker  to  work  with.  Further  it  is  my 
intention,  of  which  I  hope  you  will  approve,  to  send  over  some 
of  my  machines  of  this  kind  for  the  examination  of  the  Upsal 
people;  and  when  this  is  done,  to  do  the  same  wdth  those 
which  are  in  Palhammar's^*  possession,  and  thus  to  prepare 
them  for  publication,  when  an  opportunity  offers.  This  may 
perhaps  be  a  little  foundation  for  a  Society  in  Physics  and 
Mechanics  amongst  us,  like  those  in  other  places.  When  their 
utility  is  known  in  mining  operations,  and  in  the  manufactures 
which  may  be  established  in  Sweden,  we  may  hope  that  in 
time  they  will  meet  with  encouragement  from  some  college  or 
other;  especially,  if  the  High  Chancellor  Palmquist^\  who  is 
a  great  mathematician,  and  with  whom  I  have  already  conferred 
on  this  subject,  should  return  home  from  the  Hague.  You 
also,  perhaps,  will  do  your  share  in  tliis  matter,  as  you  are 
almost  the  only  one  in  the  university  inclined  to  encourage 
these  and  similar  studies.  Such  an  undertaking,  however, 
should  be  commenced  only  on  a  small  scale,  and  in  course  of 
years  may  be  enlarged.  You  will  please  take  care  of  these 
machines,  as  I  might  lose  the  copies. 

I  am  relieving  these  mathematicrJ  studies  with  poetry; 
I  have  published  a  few  things,  and  have  now  in  the  press 
some  fables  like  those  of  Ovid,  under  which  the  deeds  and 
other  affairs  of  certain  kings  and  great  men  are  concealed.* 

As  to  the  doings  of  the  learned,  there  is  nothing  of  much 
interest  to  be  found  in  Greifswalde,  which — you  will  excuse 
me  for  saying — is  quite  a  paltry  university.  Papke  is  the 
professor  of  mathematics,  fit  for  anything  rather  than  for  this 

*  The  work  in  question  was  pubKshed  by  Swedenborg  under  this  title: 
Camena  Borea  cum  Htroum  et  Heroidum  factis  ludens:  sive  Fabellce 
Ovidianis  similes  cum  variis  nominibus  scriptce  ah  Emanuel  Sivedberg 
(The  Northern  Muse  sporting  with  the  deeds  of  heroes  and  heroines:  or 
Fables  similar  to  those  of  Ovid  under  vanous  names,  by  Emanuel  Swed- 
berg).  Grypluswaldise  (Greifswalde),  1715.  A  second  edition  of  this  work 
was  pubUshed  by  Dr.  Im.  Tafel  at  Tubingen,  in   1845. 
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science.  I  should  have  liked  to  meet  Leihiiitz,"-  who  is  at  present 
in  Vienna.  Wolf's^^  mathematical  course  translated  into 
Latin  may  be  found  perhaps  in  Sweden :  it  is  a  very  useful 
and  clearly  written  book.  I  should  like  to  know  what  you  have 
in  hand  at  present. 

I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  hear  that  Professor  Upmark*^^  and 
sister  Eva  Swede*  are  united  in  tlmlamo  et  ledo;  I  wish  them 
every  kind  of  happiness.  I  had  intended  to  write  a  carmen 
nuptiale  in  their  behalf,  but  as  it  is  now  too  late,  it  will 
probably  be  a  carmen  goiiale. 

E-emember  me  a  thousand  times  to  sister  Anna^ ;  and  when 
you  feel  inclined  to  write,  I  expect  to  have  a  short  account 
of  how  little  brother  Eric^^  is. 

I  suppose  Prof.  Elfvius^*  will  use  his  greatest  diligence  at 
the  great  eclipse  of  May  the   3rd. 

I  remain  always,  my  dear  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant  and  brother, 
Eman.  Swedenborg. 
Greifswalde,  4  April,  1715. 

P.  S.  Messrs.  Estenberg  and  Cederholm,  who  are  ordinarii 
(ordinary  assessors)  in  the  government  office,  relate  that  brother 
Hinric  Benzelius'  was  staying  in  Constantinople  when  they  left 
it.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  with  the  suite.  They  arrived 
safely  this  week,  so  we  shall  soon  hear  whether  he  is  with  them. 

*  Daughter  of  Prof.  Swede  of  Upsal  and  Biita  Behm*"  Swede,  Sweden- 
borg's  maternal  aunt. 
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Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

As  I  presume  you  have  now  returned  from 
the  springs  to  Upsal,  I  hope  that  this  letter  may  find  you 
in  good  condition  and  with  renewed  health,  at  which  I 
should  rejoice  more  than  any  one  else.  I  received  lately  a 
very  nice  little  Latin  letter  from  brother  Ericulus,^^  at  which 
I  was  very  much  pleased  and  gratified.  I  answered  it  in 
some  extemporaneous  Latin  verses,  in  which  I  wished  him 
every  kind  of  happiness  and  success,  both  in  his  studies,  and 
in  everything  else  that  may  be  agreeable  to  his  parents  and 
to  himself. 

I  looked  very  carefully  for  the  machines  which  I  some 
time  ago  sent  to  my  father;  they  were  eight  in  number,  but 
I  was  imable  to  discover  the  place  in  which  he  had  laid  them 
aside.  He  thinks  they  have  been  sent  to  you,  which  I  hope 
with  all  my  heart;  for  it  cost  me  a  great  amount  of  work  to 
place  them  on  paper,  and  I  shall  not  have  any  time  during 
the  next  winter  to  do  this  over  again.  There  were,  1.  Thi-ee 
drawings  and  plans  for  water-pumps,  by  which  a  large  quantity 
of  water  can  be  raised  in  a  short  time  from  any  sea  or  lake 
you  choose.  2.  Two  machines  for  raising  weights  by  means 
of  water,  as  easily  and  quickly  as  is  done  by  mechanical 
forces.  3.  Some  kinds  of  sluices,  which  can  be  constructed 
where  there  is  no   fall  of  water,   and  which  will  raise  boats 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  118.  An  English  translation  of 
tins  letter  is  contained  in  Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  June,  1856, 
Letter  8. 
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over  hills,  sand-banks,  &c.  4.  A  niuchine  to  discharge  by  air 
10,000  or  11,000  shots  per  hour.  All  these  machines  are  care- 
fully described  and  calculated  algebraically.  I  had  further 
intended  to  communicate  plans  of  some  kinds  of  vessels  and 
boats,  in  which  persons  may  go  under  water  wherever  they 
choose:  also  a  machine  for  building  at  pleasure  a  blast  furnace 
near  any  still  water,  where  the  wheel  will  nevertheless  revolve 
by  means  of  the  fire,  which  will  put  the  water  in  motion : 
likewise  some  kinds  of  air-guns  that  are  loaded  in  a  moment, 
and  discharge  sixty  or  seventy  shots  in  succession,  without  any 
fresh  charge.  Towards  winter,  perhaps,  I  shall  draw  and 
describe  these  machines :  I  should  like  to  have  the  opportunity 
and  the  means  of  setting  one  or  other  of  them  up  and  getting 
it  to   work. 

The  day  after  to-morrow  I  will  travel  to  the  Kinne- 
kuUe,*  to  select  a  spot  for  a  small  observatory,  where  I  intend, 
towards  winter,  to  make  some  observations  respecting  our 
horizon,  and  to  lay  a  foundation  for  those  observations,  by 
which  my  invention  on  the  longitude  of  places  may  be  con- 
firmed :  perhaps,  I  may  then  in  all  haste  travel  first  to  Upsal, 
to  get  some  things  I  need  for  it. 

Please  let  me  know  whether  Professor  Upmark^^  has  yet 
obtained  his  appointment.  If  there  is  anything  in  which  I 
can  be  of  use  to  you  again,  I  wish  you  would  inform  me  of 
it.  AVill  you  be  so  good  as  to  recommend  me  to  any  of  the 
professors  for  any  opening  that  may  present  itself?  The  rest 
I  shall  myself  see  to.  By  the  next  opportunity  I  will  send 
you  something  which  I  saw  through  the  press  before  returning 
home :  it  is  an  oration  on  the  King's  return,  and  also  some 
fables  like  those  of  Ovid,  which  I  have  called  Camena  Borea,-\ 
and  have  dedicated  to  Cronhjclm.^^  I  am  waiting  impatiently 
for  your  oration,  about  which  you  said  a  few  words  in  your 
last  letter.  Remember  me  a  thousand  times  to  Anna.^  What- 
ever additional  success  I  may  have  in  my  designs,  I  will  first 
communicate  to  you.     I  wish  you  would  allow  me  to  do  so. 

*  The  finest  mountain  in  Sweden,  which  rises  from  the  shores  of  Lako 
"Wetter  936'  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  A  most  beautiful  view  is  com- 
manded from  its  summit. 

•}•  See  note  to  Document  47. 
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Meanwhile  I  live  in  the  hope  of  being  allowed  to  remain,  most 
learned  friend  and  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
Brimsbo,  9  Aug.  1715. 
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Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

According  to  promise  I  send  these  lines  in 
the  greatest  haste  to  the  post-office,  thanking  you  first  and 
foremost  for  the  great  kindness  shewn  to  me  at  Upsal.  My 
highest  wish  is  to  find  an  opportunity  by  which  I  can  repay 
it  in  some  way  or  other.  I  only  came  here  to-day.  I  could 
easily  have  arrived  yesterday,  had  it  not  been  for  the  darkness, 
and  for  the  uncertainty  of  finding  quarters  for  one  in  a  blue 
dress. 

The  Queen  Dowager^*  is  still  living;  she  is  better  to-day. 
I  intend  to  send  for  the  ring  to-morrow  by  Magister  Rhyzell. 
I  will  inquire  about  the  books  to-morrow,  and  send  you  word 
by  the  next  post. 

We  have  heard  both  the  best  and  the  worst  news;  only 
it  has  here  and  there  been  exaggerated  and  coloured.  Most 
people  know  nothing  certain  about  the  King's  person.  Some 
shut  him  up  in  Stralsund,  and  give  him  no  means  of  escape; 
others  vainly  rejoice  at  his  return,  and  expect  him  late 
this  evening;  carriages  are  in  readiness  at  the  Court  to  go  to 
meet  him.  It  is  generally  supposed,  however,  that  he  has 
made  his  escape;  that  after  his  horse  had  been  shot  under  him, 
he  ran  two  thousand  paces  on  foot,  before  he  could  procure  an- 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  119.  The  Swedish  original  of 
this  letter  was  published  by  Prof.  Atterbom  in  the  Aj^pendix  to  his 
"Siare  och  Skalder,"  p.  101,  Letter  1.  Compare  the  EngUsh  translation  by 
Mr.  Strutt  in  Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  June,  1856,  p.  68.  Letter  9. 
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other  charger.  This  would  likewise  redound  to  his  glory,  as  the 
Dutch  say  that  the  Swede  would  be  the  best  soldier  in  the 
world,  if  he  knew  when  to  run  away. 

Brother    Gustaf^^  sends    his  love,    and  apologizes   for    not 
having  written.     With  a  hundred  thousand  kind  remembrances 
and  thanks  to  sister  Anna,^  I  remain,  most  honoured  brother, 
Your  most  faithful  brother  and  friend, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
Stockholm,  21  November,  1715. 
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My  dear  brother, 

I  have  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  reading  your 
letter,  my  dear  brother,  more  than  half  a  dozen  times,  and  each 
time  it  has  given  me  increased  pleasure ;  and  if  I  should  read 
it  again,  I  should   still  derive  from  it  new  enjoyment. 

My  literary  occupations-f  engage  me  every  day;  impatience 
only  makes  me  somewhat  restless,  and  restlessness  interferes  a 
little  with  my  affairs  here.  Messrs.  Swab^®  and  Morseus  have 
come  to  Stockholm,  and  have  asked  me  to  present  their  respects 
to  you.  Both  these  gentlemen  express  a  hope  that  by  correspond- 
ing with  Mr.  Geisler,  the  surveyor  of  the  mines  at  Fahlun,  1 
may  obtain  fine  draAvings  of  all  the  machines  of  our  Pol- 
hammar:^*  as  he  is  the  ablest  and  most  delightful  painter  in 
Sweden  of  those  small  but  difficult  works  connected  with  mines, 
I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  by  this  means   obtain  some  very 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  155.  This  letter  which  was 
vrritten  by  Swedenborg  in  the  French  language,  was  not  coijied  by  Dr. 
Halil  for  the  Swedenborg  Association,  and  consequently  was  not  translated 
into  English  l)y  Mr.  Strutt. 

•J-  These  htcrary  occupations  consisted  in  the  preparation  of  No.  1  of 
the  "Dffidalus  Hyperboreus,"  a  scientific  magazine,  which,  upon  consultation 
with  Ericus  BenzeUus,  Swedenborg  undertook  to  publish. 
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interesting  pieces,  which  will  serve  our  common  work,  both 
in  the  place  of  an  ornament  and  of  tapestry  in  gold. 

The  machine  of  Mr.  Lunstrom  in  Avestad  has  already  run 
its  course ;  it  has  not  yet  paid  the  King's  taxes,  nor  even 
two  per  cent  like  the  others  that  are  subject  to  the  King; 
nor  will  it  ever  pay  taxes,  if  it  cannot  defray  its  own  ex- 
penses. Mr.  Swab  will  report  this  to  the  College  of  Mines 
here.  This  is  the  destiny  of  machines  invented  by  a  master 
who  is  merely  an  empiric,  and  has  no  knowledge  of  theory.  If  it 
would  not  be  displeasing  to  Mr.  Polhammar,  I  would  offer  to 
present  a  more  simple  machine,  in  place  of  this  unfortunate  one. 

The  models  in  the  College  of  Mines  are  going  to  ruin  as 
time  advances.  After  six  or  ten  years  they  will  only  be  good 
for  fire-wood,  unless  I  choose  to  prevent  that  destiny  by 
means  of  a  little  brass,  a  little  ink,  and  some  paper.  Just  the 
opposite,  therefore,  to  the  common  saying  is  going  to  take 
place ;  according  to  which  tliat  ivldcli  is  to  have  some  share  of 
eternity,  ivill  not  smile  iq)on  the  days  of  its  master."^  My  dear 
brother,  I  suspected  the  same  in  regard  to  Mr.  Werner,^'' 
about  which  you  enlighten  me  by  very  many  proofs.  He 
is  a  man  who  thinks  he  can  accomplish  everything  by  promises 
and  pleasant  words;  and  as  he  is  solely  intent  upon  his  own 
puny  glory,  he  thinks  only  of  feeding  it  by  all  the  worldly 
advantages  that  are  offered  to  him.  My  dear  brother,  if  you 
would  favour  me  with  a  letter  to  him,  he  might  be  persuaded; 
but  the  principal  motives  must  be  honour  and  self-interest, 
to  secure  his  services. 

With  regard  to  the  dedication^  I  must  obey  you.     If  yon 

*  Or  in  other  words:  According  to  the  common  saying,  the  works  of 
a  master  are  appreciated  only  by  posterity,  and  not  by  his  o^\^l  times — 
and  in  agreement  with  this  principle,  the  wonderful  machines  for  mining 
purposes  invented  by  Polhammar,  wliich  were  in  the  keeping  of  the 
College  of  Mines,  were  allowed  by  the  authorities  of  the  College  to  go  to 
ruin.  Owing  to  the  representations  made  by  Swedenborg  these  machines, 
however,  were  saved  from  destruction,  and  they  are,  moreover,  described 
by  him  in  his  "Dfedalus  Hyperboreus." 

•}-  The  "dedication"  of  which  Swedenborg  writes  here  is  the  dedication  of 
bis  "Dsedalus  Hyperboreus,"  which  Ericus  Benzelius  insisted  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  King  Charles  XII.  Swedenborg  did  so  only  out  of  consideration  for 
his  relative,  as  he  expected  httle  advantage  would  result  from  the  royal 
patronage. 
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foresee  anything,  I  will  try  to  make  it  seem  as  if  I  saw  the 
same  thing  too;  although  I  can  Hatter  myself  with  only  a 
small  prospect  of  recompense  from  it;  but  obedience  to  your 
counsels  will  prevail  over  all  my  interest  in  more  advantageous 
prospects. 

But,  my  dear  brother,  a  single  word  from  you  to  my  father 
about  me,  will  be  worth  more  than  twenty  thousand  re- 
monstrances from  me.  You  can  without  any  comment  inform 
him  of  my  enterprise,  of  my  zeal  in  my  studies;  and  that  he 
need  not  imagine  that  in  future  I  shall  Avaste  my  time  and, 
at  the  same  time,  Ids  money.  One  word  from  another  is  worth 
more  than  a  thousand  from  me.  He  knows  very  well  that  you 
have  the  kindness  to  interest  yourself  in  my  behalf;  but  he 
knows  too,  that  I  am  still  more  interested  in  my  own  behalf  For 
this  reason  he  will  distrust  me  more  than  you,  my  dear  brother. 

T  will  take  care  of  the  shoes  for  brother  Eric,  and  we 
will  also  take  care  of  the  dress.  But  the  dyers  of  [Stock- 
holm] have  their  hands  full;  the  shops  here  are  all  changed 
into  black  chamliers,  to  make  the  goods  appear  still  more 
dreary,  and  everything  that  has  been  red  or  gay  has  assumed 
now  the  colour  of  mourning.*  This  is  the  reason  Avliy  my 
sister's  dress  cannot  be  dyed  black. 

I  should  like  very  much  to  form  one  ot  the  company  at 
Starbo,^^  but  the  affairs  of  the  journal  keep  me  confined 
here.  It  is  necessary  to  push  matters  to  a  termination  first;  but 
a  week  or  a  fortnight  after  your  departure  I  shall  probably 
share  the  road  with  you  on  my  way  to  Brunsbo. 

The  news  that  are  reported  here,  arrived  from  Stralsund 
this  morning,  viz:  — 

1.  That  the  Royal  government  office  wdth  all  its  employes 
has  embarked  for  Sweden.  There  tvas  probably  a  place  left 
in  the  vessel  for  the  King. 

2.  That  Stralsund  has  been  reduced  to  ashes,  and  has 
become  its  own  grave,  and  that  of  many  officers. 

3.  That  Mr.  Adelstrom  has  been  advanced  to  be  keejier 
of  the  Library;  no  other  advancements. 

*  All  Stockholm  seems  to  have  gone  into  mourning  on  account  of  the 
death  of  the  Queen  Dowager,  Hedvig  Eleonora,6i  wliicli  occurred  on  the 
24th  of  Novemljer. 

16 
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Pardon,  my  dear  brother,  that  I  write  to  you  in  French. 
But  the  language  in  which  you  think  usually  suits  you  best. 
My  thoughts  at  present  move  in  this  language;  but  whenever 
Cicero  shall  again  eng-age  me,  I  shall  endeavour  to  address  you 
like  a  Ciceronian. 

Farewell,  my  dear  brother,  and  think  of 

Your  very  affectionate  and  very  humble  servant, 

Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
[Stockholm,  beginning  of  December,  1715.] 


DOCUMENT  51. 
POLHEM"  TO  SWEDENBOHa.* 

Noble  and  most  learned  Sir, 
Most  honoured  friend. 

With  peculiar  joy  and  delight  I  have  heard 
of  your  praiseworthy  intention  to  publish,  under  your  o^ii 
care  and  at  your  own  expense,  the  interesting  and  useful 
information  in  physical  mathematics  and  mechanics  which 
has  been  collected  by  the  Collegium  curiosorum  at  Upsal  and 
by  yourself.  For  this  you  will  deservedly  receive  many 
thanks,  and  acquire  great  reputation,  if  not  at  present,  while 
the  condition  of  our  country  is  so  overclouded,  at  least  in 
after  times  when  our  just  God  again  allows  the  sun  of  his 
grace  to  rise  upon  us. 

I  read  with  great  pleasure  the  description  of  the  ear- 
trumpet;  and  I  see  from  it  that  you  are  a  ready  mathematician, 
and  well  qualified  for  doing  this  and  similar  achievements. 

I  thank  you  most  humbly  for  the  great  praise  which  you 
were  pleased  to  shower  upon  me  in  your  preface,  but  I  would 
advise  you  to  do  this  more  sparingly,  so  that  the  sense  of 
delicacy  may  not  be  offended  thereby;  because  for  one  who 
has  been  brought  up  in  his  own  country  no  such  high  reputation 

*  Polhem's  MSS.  in  the  Benzelius  Collection  at  Linlioping,  p.  335. 
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can  be  expected,  at  least  not  in  his  own  times.  But  whatever 
I  am  able  to  contribute  for  the  further  promotion  of  the 
enterprise,  I  will  forward  to  you  Avith  the  greatest  pleasure; 
since  I  take  a  deep  interest  in  everything  that  promises  to 
be  useful  and  creditable  to  our  country.  As  long,  there- 
fore, as  you  please  to  continue  your  laudable  undertaking,  I 
hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  let  you  have  something  or  other 
which  may  be  interesting  to  the  curious  world;  especially  as 
my  daily  experience  and  practical  exercise  in  mechanics  furnish 
materials  for  many  speculations,  and  for  the  very  best  theoretical 
works.  If,  therefore,  you  be  pleased  to  take  the  trouble 
and  to  expend  the  necessary  means,  there  shall  be  no  lack  of 
matter  and  of  subjects,  as  long  as  I  live,  and  as  long  as  God 
grants  me  health  and  vigour. 

Meanwhile,  I  remain  constantly,  most  honoured  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Christoph  Polhammar." 
Stiernsund,*  December  7th,  1715. 

To  Mr.  Emanuel  Swedbeeg,  Stockholm. 


DOCUMENT  52. 
POLHEM  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.f 

Most  worthy  and  most  learned  Librarian, 
Most  respected  friend, 

I  thank  you  most  humbly  for  your  kind  letter, 
whicli  arrived  by  the  last  post;  it  was  the  more  welcome,  as 
it  was  some  time  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  letter 
from  you.  I  find  that  young  Swedberg  is  a  ready  mathematician, 
and  possesses  much  aptitude  for  the  mechanical  sciences ;  and 

*  An  iron-work  in  Dak'cailia  where  the  Kinfj  of  Sweden  had  established  a 
mechanical  institution  of  which  PuUieni  was  the  director,  (isec  Document  38). 
•}■  Polliems  MSS.  in  the  Benzelius  Collection  at  Linkciping,  p.  339. 
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if  he   continues   as  he  has  begun,  he  will,  in  course  of  time, 
be  able  to  be  of  greater  use  to  the  King  and  to  his  country 
in  this  than  in  any  thing  else.     For  last  summer,  when  I  was 
at  Carlscrona,*  I  found  that  by  the  aid  of  mechanics  a  great 
service  may  be  rendered  to  the  establishment  there  in  several 
respects,  so  that  annually  several  hundred  thousand  dalers  may 
be  saved  to   His  Majesty;    provided,   when  opportunity  offer, 
everything  there  is  differently  arranged,  and  done  in  a  different 
fashion  from  what  it  is  now.   Moreover,  something  advantageous 
may  now  be  entered  into  in  the  setting  up  of  manufactures, 
as   the    new  custom's  regulations    are    so   framed  that  manu- 
factures are  thereby  encouraged.  For  my  own  part  I  find  matters 
so  different  now,  that  whereas  I  was  formerly  induced  by  ex- 
perience   to    consider   all   those    insane    and  fools  who    com- 
menced any  manufacture  in  Sweden,  I  should  now,  if  I  had  ten 
sons,   willingly  see  them  engaged  in  this  kind  of  industry;  in 
fact  if  we  get  peace,  and  if  our  King  come  safely  back  again, 
he  will  perhaps  gain  more  for  his  country  during  peace,  than 
he  has  lost  for  it  by  war:  for  no  kingdom  in  Europe  combines 
so  many  and  so  great  advantages,  when  properly  managed,  for 
the  acquirement  of  wealth,  so  that  we  may  already  hope  that 
things  will  turn  out  well,  if  we  can  only  obtain  precious  peace, 
and  have  our  gracious  King  back  again  in  his  proper  place. 
If  I   can  be  of  use   in  any  way  to  Mr.  Swedberg,    I  will 
be  so  Avith  the   greater   pleasure,   because  I  may  thereby  do 
some    good  and  acquire  some  honour  for  our  country — for  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  rejoicing  if  some   young  and   zealous 
natures  could  be  found,  which  are  not  so  much  engrossed  and 
taken  up  with  the   present    condition   of  things,   as  to   allow 
themselves   to   be  withdrawn  thereby  from  interesting  and  at 
the    same  time  useful  designs   and   studies.     I   read  through 
Mr.   Swedberg's   first  draught  of  the   ear-trumpet;   but  I  did 
so   while   engaged  upon,  and  prevented  by,  other  matters,  so 
that  I  had  not  time  to  examine  it  as  carefully  as  I  could  have 
Avished ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  correct  in  all  its  parts.     It 
would  be  my  greatest  delight  and  pleasure,  if  he  could  confer 
personally  with  me   about  these  things;   he  would  be  always 

*  The  Swedish  naval  station. 
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"welcome  at   my   house.     With  many  friendly  remembrances, 
most  worthy  Librarian,  I  am 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chkistoph  Polhammae. 

Stiernsund,  December  10,  1715. 

P.  S.  Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  send  back  my  former 
papers,  so  that  I  may  see  what  I  have  heretofore  written  and 
thought  upon  those  things  which  Mr.  Swedberg  desires  to 
bring  out.  They  might  be  received  and  brought  here  by  my 
boys  at  Upsal,   only  they  ought  to  be  sealed  up  in  a  packet. 


DOCmiENT  53. 
POLHEM  TO  SWEDENBORG.* 

Koble  and  most  learned  Sir, 
Most  honoured  friend, 

The  copper-plate  which  you  desire  is  en- 
tirely at  your  service ;  only  you  must  take  the  trouble  to  ask 
it  from  Magister  Naclerus,  who  borrowed  it  for  liis  disputation, 
and  has  forgotten  to  return  it  to  me.  What  you  desire  to  know 
about  the  water-wheel,  with  regard  to  its  driving  power  and 
velocity,  together  with  several  other  things,  requires  more  space 
for  a  proper  discussion  than  a  mere  letter,  especially  if  all  is  to 
be  demonstrated  by  mathematics.  In  the  mechanical  laboratory 
experiments  are  made  at  the  expense  of  the  Kmg,  on  the  most 
important  parts  of  a  number  of  things,  which  agree  pretty 
w^ell  with  theory  and  mathematical  computation,  especially 
since  I  discovered  the  cause  of  the  difference,  viz.  of  tlie  re- 
sistance of  mediums  and  the  friction  of  substances,  which  have 
also  their  proportions,  but  the  subject  of  which  is  too  extensive 
to  be  treated  of  in  a  letter.  But  if  you  wish  to  apply  your- 
self diligently  to  the  study  of  mechanics,  I  should  very  much 

*  Polhem's  MfcJS.  in  the  Jjeiizelius  CoUectioii  at  Liiikoping,  p.  343. 
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like,  if  you  are  willing,  that  you  would  put  up  with  my  small 
accommodation,  and  more  frequently  confer  orally  with  me;  from 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  both  of  us  would  derive  satisfaction.  For 
although  I  am  well  aware  that  the  present  hard  times,  and 
the  few  days  I  have  still  to  live,  wdll  prevent  the  execution 
of  my  designs,  I  nevertheless  experience  both  pleasure  and 
delight  in  discoursing  upon  them  with  one  who  is  interested 
in  them;  for  otherwise  it  would  be  like  loving  some  one  by 
whom  you  are  not  loved  in  return.  As  soon  as  you  have 
committed  to  the  press  what  you  have  in  hand,  and  Avish  to 
undertake  something  new,  it  may  be  useful  to  have  some 
talk  about  it.  If,  therefore,  it  be  not  too  much  trouble 
for  you  to  travel  so  long  a  distance,  it  would  be  a  great 
honour  and  delight  to  me,  if  you  would  visit  me  at  Stiernsund; 
for  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  the  esteem  I  entertain  for 
all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  little  knowledge  I  possess. 
For  the  rest,  I  wish  you  happiness  and  a  merry  Christmas 
and  happy  New  Year.  AVith  many  kind  remembrances,  I  remain, 
most  learned  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Cheistoph  Polhammae. 
Stiernsund,  December  19,  1715. 


P.  S.  If  you  should  have  any  business  with  my  brother, 
who  is  a  mathematical  instrument  maker  in  Stockholm,  I  should 
like  you  to  remember  me  to  him,  and  to  tell  him  that  about 
three  months  ago  I  wrote  to  him  by  post,  and  am  still  waiting 
for  an  answer. 

To  Mr.  Emanuel  Swedberg,  in  Stockholm. 


DOCUMENT  54. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

I  herewith  send  you  what  I  promised  in  my 
last  letter  from  Starbo,^^  with  the  view  of  getting  it  printed 
at  Upsal.  Perhaps  some  one  may  be  found  compassionate 
enough  to  read  the  proof-sheets  for  me;  perhaps  brother 
Esberg*"*  may  do  it.  I  enclose  a  draft  for  fourteen  rixdalers 
upon  Mons.  von  der  Hagen,  which  is  quite  correct,  and  will 
be  paid  on  presentation. 

1.  I  have  inserted  Doctor  Roberg's'^^  experiment,  and 
his  proposition  for  the  manufacture  of  salt,  wliich  I  have 
altered  throughout,  so  that  the  experiment  can  now  be  made 
more  accurately.  I  had  also  intended  to  make  some  experiments 
on  it  myself  at  Starbo,  but  the  winter  has  not  been  very  favour- 
able for  it.  Should  the  Doctor  desire  his  name  to  appear,  not- 
withstanding the  many  changes  which  have  been  made  in  the 
article,    he    is  fi-ee  to  have  it. 

2.  I  leave  room  also  for  Prof.  Valerius"^  observation  of 
the  solar  eclipse ;  which  he  can  himself  translate  into  Swedish, 
and  leave  with  the  printer;  but  with  the  understanding  that 
it  is  to  be  short. 

3.  The  calculation  of  interest  by  means  of  a  triangle  is 
Palhammar's,  but  the  calculation  of  the  carolins  is  my  own. 
I  have  left  them  both  without  a  name,  and  with  no  one  to  be 
answerable  for  them;  still  you  are  at  liberty  to  insert  the 
names. 

4.  JSext    time    1   hope   to    insert    something    more    useful 

*  Benzelius's  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  120.  Compare  an  English  trans- 
lation in  Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  June,  1850,  p.  68,  Letter  10. 
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from  the   materials    collected  in  Stiernsund,   during  my  short 
stay  there. 

5.  N.B.  I  send  a  drawing  for  the  interest-triangle,  and 
also  one  for  a  little  instrument  used  in  Palhammar's  experiments ; 
I  do  not  know  how  this  may  be  cut  in  wood.  It  would  be  a 
piece  of  good  fortune,  and  a  great  advantage,  if  some  one  could 
be  found  at  Upsal  to  do  this.  It  is  easy  enough,  and  only  re- 
quires one  who  has  a  knowledge  of  the  first  rudiments  of  the 
art  of  engraving.  If  it  were  necessary  to  have  it  done  in 
copper,  I  could  neither  get  it  to,  nor  from,  Aveln  nor  Heden- 
gren.  If,  therefore,  it  be  feasible  to  have  it  cut  in  wood  at 
Upsal,  try,  I  pray  you,  to  have  it  done;  I  shall  pay  for  it 
most  willingly.  Perhaps  Prof.  Valerius''^  or  Dr.  E.oberg'^*'  will 
give  the  instructions. 

6.  How  good  it  would  be  to  get  a  copper-plate  press  at 
Upsal ! 

7.  For  the  larger  copper-plates  and  their  printing  I  have 
made  the  necessary  arrangements  in  Stockholm,  through  brother 
Gustaf.''^ 

8.  I  wish  from  my  heart  that  it  [the  magazine]  could  be 
printed — the  sooner  the  better,  so  that  I  might  take  a  few  copies 
to  Ystad,*  to  direct,  while  I  am  there,  attention  to  this,  as  well 
as  to  the  first,  number. 

9.  If  I  can  remain  at  Brunsbo"}-  long  enough  to  get  your 
letter,  I  will  beg  from  you  a  proposition  for  providing  means 
for  a  Professor  of  Mechanics,  to  be  paid  like  the  other  pro- 
fessors; perhaps  it  may  be  done  by  diminishing  the  salaries  of 
the  others.  I  see  no  other  plan  by  which  this  measure  can 
be  advocated  in  the  proper  place. 

10.  I  have  also  another  little  work  to  which  Palhammar 
intends  to  contribute.  It  is  called  Ornament  for  Youth,  Profit 
for  Manliood,  and  Delight  for  Old  Age,  in  which  arithmetic, 
geometry,  and  algebra  are  treated  of,  beginning  with  the 
easiest  problems,  and  gradually  ascendhig  to  the  more  difficult. 
There  are  two  sheets  of  it  done,  which  I  will  send  to  Upsal 
at  an  early  opportunity. 

*  The  royal  court  of  Charles  XII  was  at  Ystad,  at  that  time.  Ystad 
is  a  Swedish  sea-jjort  in  Schouen. 

■{■  The  episcopal  residence  of  his  father  near  Skara. 
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11.  In  my  last  letter  I  made  a  mistake.  I  ought  to  have 
written:  Conjido  tihi  ]icec,  mi  fratcrf  ut  sacerdoti,  sinml  ut 
politico;  ut  etiam  hen — I  entrust  this  to  you,  my  brother, 
as  to  a  priest  and  at  the  same  time  as  to  a  diplomatist;  even 
as  I  do  what  is  contained  in  this  letter.  Farewell,  my  honoured 
friend  and  brother. 

Your  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
Skalwicke,  Feb,  14,  1716. 

[P.  S.]     I  am  just  on  the  point  of  departing-. 


DOCUMENT  55. 
SWEDENBOHa  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

As  an  opportunity  presents  itself  by  Hakan, 
the  journeyman  printer,  I  herewith  send  to  you  a  little  work 
which  Piilhammar  has  commenced,  and  which  he  intends  to 
publish  from  time  to  time.  It  is  a  "Mathematical  Course," 
consisting  solely  of  geometry,  arithmetic,  and  algebra,  of  which 
this  is  the  first  and  easiest  part.  I  promised  to  have  it  printed, 
and  I  also  intend  to  get  it  done  at  my  own  expense,  unless 
some  one  else  will  please  to  undertake  it  in  my  stead;  and  as 
it  is  so  very  useful  to  beginners  and  others,  it  ought  certainly, 
according  to  our  expectations,  to  obtain  a  sale.  Perhaps  the 
printer  may  be  willing  to  publish  it  at  his  own  expense,  for 
I  do  not  care  .very  much  to  act  in  such  a  covert  capacity,  or 
in  that  of  a  bookseller  or  a  publisher;  as  I  do  not  see  any 
opportunity  in  it  of  doing  something  for  my  own  benefit. 

As  the  King  is  still  on  the  Norwegian  frontier,  my  journey 
to  Ystad  has  been  postponed,  until  I  see  how  matters  turn 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  121.  Compare  an  English  translation 
of  this  letter  in  ALr.  White's  -'New  Churchman,"  July,  1856,  p.  75,  Letter  11. 
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out.      I  -will  therefore  probably  adhere  to  my  first  resolution, 
and  try  to  obtain  what  I  submitted  to  you  some  time  ago,  viz: — 

1.  Inasmuch  as  a  Mathematical  and  Scientific  Faculty  is 
as  necessary  and  useful  as  a  Pliilosophical  Faculty,  and  as 
more  benefit  would  accrue  to  our  country  from  the  former, 
than  even  from  the  latter,  partly  by  the  establishment  of 
manufactures,  and  partly  from  its  application  to  mining, 
navigation,  &c.,  therefore  a  seventh  part  of  the  appropriation 
made  for  the  university  might  well  be  taken  for  the  former; 
whereby  the  sum  of  9000  dalers  in  copper  might  be  obtamed. 

2.  This  sum  might  then  be  divided  and  applied,  as  follows: 
Professor  of  mechanics 600 

Secretary 300 

4  fellows,  at  200  dalers  each 800 

4  auscultants,  at  100  dalers  each  ....  400 
Models,  experiments,  and  observations     .  500 

Instruments,  annually 400 

Making  a  total  of  3000  dalers  in  silver. 

3.  The  four  fellowships  at  200  dalers  in  silver  might  be  very 
well  accepted  by  some  of  the  professors,  e.  g.,  by  Professors 
Valerius,'^  Elfvius,^*  Eoberg,'''''  and  Bromell  -P  so  that,  with  their 
professorships,  they  would  get  more  than  they  do  now.  The 
office  of  secretary  would  be  filled  best  by  yourself.  I  should 
think  that  the  professors  would  look  upon  this  deduction  of 
one  seventh  from  their  income  with  more  favour  than  upon 
a  deduction  of  one  half,  as  is  the  case  with  all  the  other 
servants  of  the  King;  especially  as  they  would  only  be  called 
upon  to  give  up  something  of  their  own  for  the  purpose  of 
advancing  the   cause    of   education    in   general. 

4.  Although  all  this  is  proposed  more  in  jest  than  in  earnest, 
still  if  it  should  gain  somehody's  consent,  it  could  be  followed 
by  the  recommendation  ol  those  that  are  concerned, — but 
more  of  this  anon.  • 

If  it  were  possible,  I  should  like  very  much  to  have  by 
some  messenger,  the  camera  obscura  which  is  enclosed  in 
a  blue  cylinder  as  a  case;  it  lies  in  the  store-room  on  the 
locker,  near  the  closet.  I  intend  by  means  of  it  to  prepare 
"Reflections  on  the  Art  of  Perspective,"  by  taking  with  it 
many  views  and  prospects.     If  therefore  you  could  send  it  to 


Doc.  56.J         FOLHEM  TO  ElUCUiS  BEXZELIUS.  251 

me  as  soon  as  possible,  you  would  confer  a  real  benefit  upon 
me,  and  gratify  my  chief  desire.      Please  remember  me  very 
kindly   to   sister  Anna,^   and   little  brother  Eric,^»  to  whom  I 
recommend  the  enclosed  treatise  of  Palhammar.  Commending 
you  to  God's  protection,  I  am,  most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 
Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  4th  March,  1716. 


DOCUMENT  56. 
POLHEM  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  worthy  and  most  learned  Librarian, 
Most  respected  friend, 

By  the  last  post  Mr.  Swedberg's  letter  ar- 
rived, and  it  is,  together  with  w^hat  I  enclose  herewith,  to 
be  printed.  At  his  desire  I  read  it  through  in  the  greatest 
haste,  and  as  I  cannot  find  but  that  all  is  correct,  I  have 
nothing  else  to  remark  respecting  it,  except  that  I  see  Mr. 
Swedberg  desires  to  have  the  triangle  introduced  about 
compound  interest,  which  we  have  lately  discussed;  and  where 
it  is  more  expeditious  to  use  a  curve  in 
the  place  of  the  cross-lines,  as  is  shown 
in  the  annexed  figure: 

I  left  with  Mr.  Swedberg  a  small  beginning  or  intro- 
duction to  a  mechanical  and  mathematical  work  for  the  use  of 
young  people,  which  he  said  he  should  see  through  the  press; 
but  as  there  is  no  great  hurry  for  this,  I  should  like  to  hear 
what  the  mathematicians  at  Upsal  have  to  say  about  it, 
and  in  what  it  might  be  improved.  I  do  not  care  whether 
my  name  appear  upon  it  or  not;  if  only  it  can  be  so  arranged 
that  the  young  people  may  profit  by  it;  and  wlienever  it  is 
found  that  the  work  is   in  request,  it  may  be  increased  to  a 

*  Polhem's  MSS.  in  the  Benzelius  Collection  at  Linkoping,  p.  347. 
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considerable    size,    although    its   heg-inning    appears    so   small 
aud  simple. 

Some  time  ago  Mr.  Swedherg  was  at  my  house,  when  I 
became  acquainted  with  his  readiness  of  resources  and  with  his 
other  good  qualities,  so  that  I  am  still  more  willing  he  should 
bring  to  light  my  small  amount  of  learning,  inasmuch  as,  on 
account  of  his  knowledge  in  mathematics,  he  is  quite  ready 
and  able  for  it. 

His  letter  does  not  indicate  where  and  when  it  was 
written.  I  commend  myself  to  your  former  favour  and  friend- 
ship; and  remain,  most  worthy  and  most  learned  librarian, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Cheistoph  Polhammae. 
Stiernsund,  March  6,  1716. 


DOCUMENT  57. 
POLHEM  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  worthy  and  most  learned  Librarian, 
Most  respected  friend. 

On  my  way  to  Fahlun  I  was  thinking  whether 
something  in  Mr.  Swedberg's  publication  ought  not  to  be 
altered,  viz.  whether  in  place  of  saying,  "that  which  describes 
the  use  of  the  'Blankstots'  work,"  it  might  not  be  better  to 
say:  "The  use  of  this  work  is  as  follows,"  &c.  [Here  follows  a 
long  extract  from  Daedalus,  part  ii]. 

The  experiment  about  the  swinging  ball  under  the  water, 
together  with  its  application  to  the  motion  of  the  earth  and 
planets,  involves  several  difficulties,  which  ought  to  be  ex- 
plained at  the  same  time,  but  which  cannot  be  done  on  this  occa- 
sion; it  would  therefore  be  better  to  exclude  it  for  the  present, 
and  everything  else  belonging  to  it.  Whenever  any  of  my 
experiments  or  theories  are  introduced  I  should  like  to  know 

*  Polhem's  MSS.  in  the  Beiiicelius  Collection  at  Liiikoping,  p.  351. 
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about  tliem  beforehand,  so  that  nothing  unripe  may  see 
daylight,  and  foreigners  may  find  no  occasion  for  criticis- 
ing, but  may  be  able  to  see  the  subject  in  its  true  connection. 
If  you  find  it  necessary  to  introduce  this  exjjeriment  in  the 
next  number,  its  application  to  the  earth  and  the  planets  may 
be  excluded,  and  it  may  be  promised  for  the  number  following. 
A  little  time  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  His  Majesty,  in- 
structing me  to  travel  to  Carlscrona,*  on  account  of  some 
work  that  is  to  be  done  there.  How  long  I  shall  have  to  stay 
there  I  do  not  know,  nor  wll  the  journey  be  undertaken  for 
several  weeks  hi  consequence   of  some   obstacles.     I  remain, 

most  worthy  Librarian, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Cheisxoph  Polhammar. 

Fahlun,  March  8,  1716. 


DOCUMENT  58. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.f 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

The  last  post  brought  me  your  very  welcome 
letter  of  the  12th  of  March.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Assessor 
Polhammar  has  kindly  sent  to  Upsal  his  paper  for  this  or  the 
following  month.  I  should  like  very  much  to  know  the  general 
tenor  of  his  observations:  for  I  admit  that  I  have  been  too 
much  in  a  hurry  with  it,  inasmuch  as  I  was  travelling  at  the 
time,  and  my  thoughts  were  distracted  by  other  occupations 
and  amusements.  Further,  it  is  not  at  all  easy  to  put 
another's  thoughts  on  paper,  so  as  to  agree  fully  with  his  own 
ideas.  Still,  when  I  have  some  leisure  again,  I  will  de- 
vote more  time  and  industry  to  it,  and  will  send  it  to  him 
in  good  time,   although  it  will  be  in  small  portions. 

*  The  chief  naval  station  in  Sweden. 

f  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  115.  See  an  EnjTjlish  translation  in 
Ml'.  White's  "New  Chuichman,"  May,  1856,  p.  53,  Letter  5. 
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I  was  very  glad  to  hear  your  opinion  and  ideas  upon  my 
proposition.  I  have  never  been,  and  1  never  will  be,  so 
forgetful  of  myself  and  of  my  standing  at  Upsal,  as  to  expect 
that  the  professors  would  support  me  to  their  own  prejudice; 
but  I  thought  that  by  such  a  desperate  and  execrable  pro- 
position I  should  compel  your  prudence  and  imagination  to 
discover  something  better  for  me ;  the  whole  of  it  was  conceived 
merely  as  a  joke,  and  this  can  very  easily  be  mended  en 
disant  la  verite — by  telling  the  truth  about  it.  Besides, 
it  is  impossible  for  it  to  spread  further,  inasmuch  as  I  had 
concealed  it  well  in  the  envelope  directed  to  you,  and  had 
stamped  my  seal  upon  it,  so  that  no  one  could  have  peeped 
into  it.  Still  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  such  a  faculty 
should  be  established,  and  if  it  is  not  practicable  now,  and 
we  have  to  wait,  it  could  be  done  with  the  greatest  ease 
by  dispensing  with  some  of  the  professorships  which  are  least 
necessary,  e.  g.  in  course  of  time  one  professorship  might 
be  spared  both  from  theology  and  medicine,  and  the  professor- 
ship of  Oriental  languages  might  be  transferred  either  to  a 
professorship  of  theology,  or  to  the  professorship  of  Greek; 
so  also  that  of  morals  might  be  transferred  to  the  professor- 
ship of  history;  especially,  as  there  are  few  universities  where 
there  are  so  many  professorships  established.  But  as  it  would 
probably  take  from  six  to  ten  years  before  this  could  be 
carried  out,  it  would  be  well  if  meanwhile  some  other 
arrangement  could  be  made;  and  this  your  prudence  will  be 
best  able  to  find  out. 

By  the  last  post  I  sent  150  dalers  in  copper  for  the  liqui- 
dation of  my  debt.  I  do  not  knoAv  whether  this  is  sufficient, 
as  I  do  not  know  what  I  have  sent  over  on  the  former  account, 
except  two  glasses  to  Valerius,  and  also  the  Transactions  of  the 
Royal  Society,  which  was  fifteen  shillings,  and  a  few  other  small 
books ;  the  whole  account  of  which  amounted  to  about  four  pounds, 
more  or  less.  My  travelling-book,  in  which  those  and  other  things 
are  entered,  lies  at  Hamburg.  Whatever  may  be  wanted  besides, 
shall  be  remitted  immediately,  with  much  gratitude.  I  should 
ere  now  have  discharged  my  debt  on  tlus  score  in  Stockholm; 
but  I  scarcely  knew  then  how  I  should  square  my  accounts, 
and  every  stiver  was  then  of  consequence  to  me.    This  also 
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prevented  me  then  from  testifying  my  gratitude  to  you  in 
some  manner,  as  I  ought  to  have  done.  In  Skiirviken  I  became 
richer  than  I  was  before,  and  in  time  I  hope  that  by  means 
of  it  I  may  be  able  to  bo  of  greater  service  to  you.  Just 
think  of  my  having  had  a  slight  attack  of  ague,  of  which  I  am 
even  now  ailing! 

Hakan,  who  has  gone  [to  Stockholm]  to  become  a  master, 
understands  engraving  on  wood:  he  supplies  a  desideratum. 

I  remain 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Em  AN.    SWEDBERG. 

[Brunsbo,  about  March  20,  1716.] 

P.  S.  I  am  sorry  for  the  death  of  Prof.  Valerius  ;'^  I  con- 
gratulate the  junior,  and  wish  him  success,  and  also  his  suc- 
cessor in  the  adjunctship,  whoever  he  may  be.  In  my  next  I 
will  send  you  a  specification  of  the  books  sold;  I  have  already 
taken  the  necessary  measures. 


DOCUMENT  59. 
EKICUS  BENZELIUS  TO  SWEDENBORG.* 

Upsal,  April  2,  1716. 
My  very  dear  friend  and  brother, 

Now  at  last  your  Dmdalus,  part  ii,  is  ready, 
and  it  seems  as  if  it  ought  to  be,  as  it  does  not  contain 
more  than  two  sheets,  Mr.  Polhammar's  thoughts  about 
the  motion  of  a  ball  in  water,  with  its  application  to  the 
motion  of  the  planets,  I  had  to  leave  out,  in  accordance  with 
a  A\isli  he  expressed  in  a  letter.  If  you  would  let  him  have 
a  copy  of  it,  he  might  have  better  grounds  for  changing  or 
adding  as  he  pleases.      He  asks  that,    whenever  one  of  his 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  69. 
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papers  is  to  be  used,  he  may  be  informed  beforehand,  so  that 
nothing  shall  appear,  but  what  is  well  matured.  I  will  send 
you  his  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Dcedalus,  which 
will  be  sent  the  day  after  to-morrow  to  Magister  Norberg  in 
Stockholm,  who  will  travel  next  week  to  Brunsbo.  Of  those 
remaining  some  will  be  sent  to  the  bookseller  in  Stock- 
holm, which  will  be  handed  to  the  bookbinder  here;  the  rest 
will  remain  here  subject  to  your  orders.  There  have  also 
been  received  100  copies  of  the  engraving  of  the  "Blankstots" 
machine.  In  future  the  price  must  be  put  on  the  title- 
page,  for  the  agent  in  Upsal  charges  so  extravagantly  for  it 
that  it  has  no  sale.  With  regard  to  the  observatory  it  has 
proceeded  so  far  that  the  provincial  governor  [Lands!  i  of  ding] 
promised  to  recommend  to  Bjs  Majesty,  that  the  best  round 
tower  upon  the  castle  shall  be  repaired  for  it.  There  are 
bricks  enough  here  among  the  ruins  for  the  purpose ;  and  rafters 
and  other  wood-work  may  be  obtained  from  the  municipality.  The 
means  of  paying  for  the  repairs  I  have  discovered  in  the  ground 
here,  viz.  the  long  cast-iron  pipes  which  were  used  for  con- 
veying water  from  the  mill  to  the  castle,  and  which  are  now  lying 
here  and  are  spoiling;  there  are  too  some  brass  pipes  here  of 
considerable  value,  which  can  also  be  used.  The  former  have 
been  sold  to  the  iron  works  at  AYattholm,  and  the  latter  to  the 
gun  foundry  in  Stockholm.  The  instruments,  as  many  as  we 
have,  may  be  obtained  at  first  from  the  Library.  The 
rest,  as  well  as  the  annual  appropriation,  I  thought  might 
be  supplied  by  a  monopoly  on  almanacks,  by  one  only 
being  authorized  to  write  them,  as  is  the  case  now,  and 
as  Prof.  Ki"ok  is  dead,  and  Prof.  John  Valerius''^  receives 
now  the  full  salary  of  a  professor,  he  can  no  longer  pretend 
that  he  writes  them  to  supply  his  wants.  If  an  almanack  be 
sold  for  twelve  stivers  in  copper,  it  will  include  a  mark  for 
duty,  and  if  7000  or  8000  copies  be  sold,  it  will  yield  a 
considerable  sum.  With  regard  to  the'  salary  of  a  professor 
of  mechanics,  I  know  nothing  better  than  that  Mr.  Polhammar 
be  made  an  ordinary  assessor  of  the  College  of  Commerce; 
that  you  be  made  director  in  his  place ;  that  the  mecha- 
nical laboratory  be  removed  from  here  to  Upsal,  and  that  the 
director's  rank  be   made  the  same  as  that  of  the  professors. 
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The  rest  is  in  my  opinion  a  mere  chimera.  For  the  ordinary 
professor  of  geometry  is  obliged  to  lecture  on  mechanics,  and 
he  has  also  done  so.  Further,  when  the  ordinary  professor- 
ships were  appointed,  a  fine  of  1000  dalers  in  silver  was 
imposed  by  His  Majesty  upon  any  one  who  desired  a  change. 
I  wish  you  would  come  here,  when  we  could  talk  it  over. 

Dr.  BromelF^  promises  something  better  for  insertion  in 
the  DmJahis;  at  present  he  is  occupied  with  an  anatomy  of 
the  human  body. 

The  camera  obscura  Magister  Norberg  took  with  him.  AVhen 
the  woodcut  of  the  triangle  for  the  computation  of  interest 
is  printed,  I  shall  be  present,  so  that  the  printers  may  not 
derive  any  extra  profit,  by  giving  copies  away  on  their  ovsti 
account.  "Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  ask  after  the  Theophrastus,* 
and  to  leave  the  money  with  your  father. 

P.  S.  With  regard  to  the  Schyttian  professorship  nothing 
is  heard  at  present.  When  it  is  vacant.  Major  General 
Count  Gyllenstjerna  has  the  right  of  appointing  a  successor, 
and  he  must  be  applied  to.  In  case  Dr.  E.oberg'^*'  should  be 
willing  to  make  a  drawing  of  Mr.  Polhammar's  tap,  he  would 
have  to  open  one,  and  there  is  no  one  here  who  is  willing  to 
have  his  tap  destroyed. 

[Ericus  Benzelius.] 

*  "Theophi-asti  notationes  morum,"  a  work  published  by  Ericus  Ben- 
zelius at  Upsal  in  1708,  some  copies  of  which  it  seems  that  he  had  sent  on 
Bale  to  Skara. 
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SWEDENBOHa  TO  ERICUS  BE^^ZELIUS  * 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

I  was  much  gratified  at  receiving  your  letter 
by  the  last  post;  it  contained  much  that  pleased  me  indi- 
vidually, as  well  as  all  in  general  who  have  any  affection 
for  study.  That  you  have  lighted  on  a  subterranean  treasure 
to  pay  the  expense  of  the  observatory,  is  a  plan  which,  in- 
dependently of  its  utility,  is  an  exceedingly  pleasant  one.  I 
should  -wish  it  to  be  laid  before  his  Majesty,  to  receive  his 
approbation,  and  be  put  in  execution.  It  would  be  well  that 
he  should  afterwards  receive  models  of  the  observatories  which 
are  abroad,  and  which  have  a  large  balcony  above,  and  per- 
haps a  small  one  all  round  below;  but  more  of  this  some 
other  time.  If  more  come  out  of  this  than  a  mere  pro- 
position, the  public  will  have  to  thank  and  to  love  you  for  it. 
I  have  now  finished  -^Titing  what  I  intended  for  the  June 
or  July  number  [of  the  "Daedalus"];  it  will  only  contain  the 
calculation  for  a  steel-yard,  with  a  description  of  my  air-pump. 
I  hope  it  will  give  more  satisfaction  than  the  preceding  ones, 
since  I  have  had  more  time  and  leisure  for  improving  and 
working  it  out.  If  you  like,  you  may  leave  it  with  Prof. 
Valerius,^^  that  he  may  make  his  criticisms  upon  it,  the  more 
the  better;  and  afterwards,  if  you  be  kind  enough  to  ac- 
cede to  my  wishes,  I  desire  you  to  send  it  by  the  next 
post  to  Stiernsund;  the  postage  to  be  placed  to  my  account; 
so    that    I    can    make    arrangements    for    having     what    is 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  Xo.  112.  See  an  English  translation  in 
Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  April,  1856,  Letter  2. 
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already  drawn  properly  engraved  on  copper.  I  have  not  used 
any  algebra  in  it,  as  I  find  that  algebraical  formula)  are  not 
liked;  still,  I  deduced  the  proportions,  and  other  similar 
matters,  by  means  of  it. 

I  do  not  know  whether  Dr.  Roberg'"  can  be  persuaded  to 
engrave  this  on  copper;  the  pump  is  already  engraved,  as  you 
may  see.  Aveln  makes  very  bad  letters  and  figures,  of  wliich 
there  is  a  large  number.  I  am  willing  to  pay  as  much  at 
Upsal,  as  I  do  to  Aveln;  and  I  hope  it  will  come  out  there 
mucli  neater. 

With  regard  to  the  second  proposition,  I  thought  1  might 
prevail  upon  you  to  exercise  your  imagination  and  prudence 
in  such  a  manner,  as  to  propose  to  me  something  more 
plausible;  the  chief  objections,  however,  are  these:  1st.  That 
no  vacancy  exists  in  the  College  of  Commerce  for  any  ordi- 
iiarius;  2ndly.  That  it  might  happen,  that  in  such  a  case  Assessor 
Palhammar  would  resign  his  office.  I  cannot  myself  say  any- 
thing on  this  subject,  lest  it  might  be  looked  upon  in  an 
unfriendly  manner;  but  if  by  any  means  whatsoever  his  assent 
be  obtained,  I  should  then  make  every  exertion  to  secure 
the  position.  In  tliis  matter,  I  rely  principally  upon  you, 
who  have  hitherto  shown  me  so  much  kindness,  which  I  en- 
treat you  to  continue. . 

I  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  took  in  the  publication. 
I  wish  to  know  w^hether  you  have  received  Palhammar's  paper 
which  S.  Hakan  took  with  him;  I  had  intended  to  take  care 
of  it  myself,  as  I  had  promised.  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
paper  on  the  rotation  in  water  has  been  left  out;  especially, 
as  I  was  in  too  great  a  hurry  with  the  preceding  numbers. 
I  hope,  however,  that  an  improvement  has  taken  place  in  what 
I  send  you  now. 

I  have  inquired  about  Theophrastus.*  The  wdow  says 
that  it  is  not  entered  in  the  late  ]VIr.  Kelberg's  book;  but 
she  has  14  copies  still  remaining,  so  it  seems  that  12  copies 
have  been  sold.  The  money  for  these  is  subject  to  your 
order  at  the  widow's ;  she  desires,  however,  to  see  Kelberg's 
acknowledgment,  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  so  many  copies 

*  See  note  iu  Document  59. 
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received.     As  soon  as  this  is  produced,  the  money  for  those 
that  have  been  sold  will  be  left  in  my  father's  hands. 

I  remember  now  also  the  thirty  silver  ijemiings  which  I 
forgot  to  re-pay  you  for  the  copper  plater*  which  I  ex- 
changed at  Upsal.  Lest  you  might  lose  by  the  raised  standard 
of  money,  I  have  made  an  arrangement  with  brother  Lars  ^  to 
have  them  exchanged,  for  which  purpose  I  left  with  him  a  small 
sum  in  silver  coin.  With  regard  to  the  other  obligations 
which  I  owe  to  you,  I  shall  remember  them  in  due  time,  with 
the  greatest  thankfulness. 

I  must  ask  you  once  more  to  send  the  enclosed  to  Assessor 
Palhammar^*  by  the  next  post,  that  the  drawing  may  be 
returned  to  you,  and  that,  if  it  cannot  be  engraved  in  copper 
at  Upsal,  I  may  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  it  in 
Stockholm;  and  this  ought  to  be  done  in  time. 

In  the  newspaper  there  was  something  about  a  new  method 
of  computing  the  exchange  of  carolins  into  dalers.  I  do  not 
think  that  Werner^''  has  copied  mine  and  published  it  in  Stock- 
holm. Mine  can  be  sold  perhaps  for  half  a  daler  in  copper  at 
Upsal  and  Stockholm. 

I  remain,  dear  friend  and  brother, 

Your  servant, 

Eman.  Swedbeeg-. 
[Brunsbo,  beginning  of  April,  1716.] 

P.  S.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  come  over  to  Upsal  for  some 
time;  for  I  intend  to  remain  here  until  there  is  some  opening 
for  me;  as  I  am  nearer  here  to  advocate  it  in  the  proper 
quarter  [i.  e.  with  the  King].  Further,  I  have  a  little  poetical 
work  in  the  press,  here  at  Skara.-|- 

I  should  like  to  get  some  information  either  from  Dr. 
Bromell'^  or  Roberg'''  about  the  clay  which  they  use  in  Holland 

*  A  Swedish  copper  coin. 

f  The  poetical  work  in  question  is  entitled:  Ludus  Heliconius,  sive 
Cm-mina  Miscellanea,  quos  variis  in  locis  cecinit  Emanuel  Sioedherg.  (The 
HeUconian  Sport,  or  Miscellaneous  Poems  wiitten  in  vaiious  places  by 
Emanuel  Swedberg),  Skara,  1716.  A  second  and  enlarged  edition  appeared  in 
Stockholm  in  1826 ;  and  a  third  edition  was  published  by  Dr.  Ini.  Tafel  at 
Tubingen  in  1841.  The  original  edition  published  by  Swedenborg  liimself 
included  aU  up  to  p.  30  of  Dr.  Tafel's  edition. 
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and  England  for  making  their  crockery  and  tobacco  pipes; 
and  how  the  pipes  are  afterwards  prepared  in  the  sun,  and 
in  the  oven.  There  is  here  in  Westergyllen  a  white  clay, 
which  I  suspect  to  be  of  the  same  kind;  should  this  be  the 
case,  it  would  be  worth  many  thousand  rix-dalers.  But  silence 
about  this. 

P.  S.  I  am  now  making  arrangements  with  Werner®'  in 
Stockholm  to  insert  a  notice  in  the  news  about  the  Dccdalus 
Hf/pcrboreiis,  in  the  following  words:  "The  second  part  of  the 
"Dffidalus  Hyperboreus"  is  published,  for  the  month  of  April, 
containing  a  description  of  Assessor  Pfilhammar's  hoisting 
machine  at  Fahlun  with  a  copper-engraving;  also  a  quick 
method  of  computing  compound  interest,  with  another  method 
of  exchanging  carolins,  since  the  increased  standard  of  their 
value,  into  any  other  kind  of  money.  There  are  also  contained 
in  it  other  curious  experiments  described  by  Em.  Swedberg. 
Sold  by  the  booksellers,  Messrs.  Long  &  Riiger,  in  Stockholm, 
and  also  at  Upsal."  If  there  is  anything  to  be  changed  in  this, 
brother  Gustaf*^^  ought  to  be  informed  of  it. 


DOCUMENT  61. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

On  my  return  home  from  a  little  pleasure 
excursion  here  in  Westergyllen,  I  received  your  welcome  letter 
from  Upsal.  I  thank  you  for  having  taken  the  trouble  to  send 
me  fifty  copies  of  Ucedalus,  part  ii.  They  arrived  here  yesterday. 
I  have  received  ten  copper-engravings  from  Stockholm,  and  I 
shall  receive  the  remainder  by  a  convenient  opportunity. 

In  the  following  number  the  title-page  may  be  saved, 
and  the  title  placed  on  the  matter  itself,  as  you  were 
pleased  to  suggest;  the  same  arrangement  may  be  followed  in 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  123.  See  an  English  ta-anslation  in 
Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  August,  1856    Letter  13. 
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the  number  wliicli  will,  be  issued  at  the  close  of  the  year,  or  in 
that  for  the  month  of  October.  It  may  also  be  dedicated, 
according  to  our  plan,  to  His  Majesty,*  if  permis'^ion  be 
obtained.  Perhaps  we  may  then  have  more  potentates  in  the 
country;  more,  indeed,  than  Sweden  can  bear. -J-  It  seems  to 
me  that  Sweden  is  now  prostrated,  and  that  she  will  soon  be 
in  her  last  agony,  when  she  will  probably  kick  for  the  last 
time.  Many  perhaps  wish  that  the  affliction  may  be  short, 
and  that  we  may  be  released;  yet  we  have  scarcely  anything 
better  to  expect,  8i  Spiritus  illum  maneat  —  if  the  spirit 
(i,  e.  death?)  awaits  him  [Charles  XII]. 

I  thank  you  for  the  favour  of  taking  care  for  me  of  that 
little  sum.  Methinks  that  the  whole  world  will  soon  be  filled 
with  jetsam  (i.  e.  with  things  thrown  overboard),  wherefore 
I  am  glad  that  my  possessions  are  in  such  good  care  and  in 
such  a  safe  place  with  you. 

Palhammar  has  not  come  down,  and,  as  I  infer  from  his 
letter  by  the  last  post,  all  good  propositions  and  all  good 
plans  will  come  to  nothing. 

The  month  of  July  is  the  time  for  Daedalus,  part  iii,  to 
appear ;  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  not  over-taxing  your 
kindness,  in  asking  you  to  take  care  of  this,  as  you  have 
done  of  the  former.  Brother  Gustaf  ^^  will  perhaps  have  the 
goodness  to  have  the  plate  well  printed;  the  whole  of  it  is  to 
be  printed,  but  so  that  only  a  quarto  leaf  will  be  required.  It 
w^ould  be  well,  if  the  plate  could  first  be  corrected;  at  least  that 
those  letters  be  added,  which  I  put  down  in  the  first  proof- 
sheet  I  sent  off.  If  Dr.  Roberg'^*'  could  be  induced  to  continue 
his  first  article,  according  to  a  promise  which  he  made  in  it,  it 
would  be  well;  because  all  this  is  just  as  interesting  as  useful. 

I  ought  to  be  present  myself  at  Upsal;  but  you  scarcely 
know  now  where  you  are  safest;  and  moreover,  it  is  my 
intention  to  save  all  expenses,  until  I  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeking  my  fortune,  when  these  same  savings  may  make 
my  greatest  fortune,  if  well  applied. 

I  wonder   at  your  friends,   the  mathematicians,  who   have 

*  Concerning  this  dedication  see  Document  50. 

•J-  The  Russians  and  Danes,  who  were  planning  an  invasion  of  Sweden 
by  the  Sound. 
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lost  all  energy  and  desire  to  follow  up  so  clever  a  design,  as  the 
one  you  pointed  out  to  them  of  the  building  of  an  astronomical 
observatory.  It  is  a  fatality  with  mathematicians  that  they 
remain  mostly  in  theory.  I  have  thought,  that  it  would  be  a 
profitable  thing  if  to  ten  mathematicians  there  was  added  one 
thoroughly  practical  man,  by  whom  the  others  could  be  led  to 
market;  in  which  case  this  one  man  would  gain  more  renown  and 
be  of  more  use  than  all  the  ten  together.  If  I  can  be  of  any 
use  in  carrying  out  this  design,  I  shall  spare  no  labour. 

With  regard  to  the  Esbergs""  I  improved  an  opportunity,  and 
spoke  to  my  father  in  their  behalf;  but  he  seeks  to  evade  my  re- 
quest by  all  sorts  of  means,  on  account  of  their  relationship — for 
if  any  suspicion  should  arise  that  they  obtained  any  favour  by 
their  relationship,  he  thinks,  that  they  would  be  deprived  of  it 
again.  Still,  I  believe,  that  gradually  he  may  be  brought  to  the 
pomt;  I  will  not  fail  to  solicit  him  about  it  from  time  to  time. 

If  an  opportunity  for  sending  to  Stockholm  occurs,  the  first 
volume  of  Sturm's  "Mathesis  juvenilis"  might  be  bought,  and 
sent  to  Magister  Rhyzelius.  I  have  his  copy  down  here, 
and   he   has  several  times  asked  me  for  it. 

Will  no  one  take  upon  himself  the  expense  of  publishing 
Palhammar's  "Second  Basis  of  AVisdom?"  it  may  perhaps 
be  rather  too  expensive  for  me.  Still,  I  believe,  that  the 
sale  will  pay  for  the  work;  if  there  is  no  one,  I  must  keep 
my  word,  and  bear  the  expenses  myself. 

From  the  little  camera  obscura  which  you  had  the  kindness 
to  send  me,  I  have  already  learned  perspective  drawing  to 
my  own  satisfaction.  I  have  practised  on  churches,  houses, 
etc.;  if  I  were  among  the  lifting  machines  in  Fahlun,  or 
elsewhere,  I  could  make  drawings  of  them,  as  well  as  any 
one  else,  by  means  of  tliis  little  instrument. 

Sister  Caisa  (Catherine)^  has  increased  the  world  and 
our  family;  she  has  had  a  little  daughter,  at  whose  baptism 
I  was  a  witness  the  day  before  yesterday. 

A  thousand  kind  remembrances  to  sister  Anna^  and  Httle 
brother  Eric;^^  I  remain,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 
Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedberg. 
Brunsbo,  Promotion  day  [June  12?],  1716. 
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SWEDENBORa  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS/:^ 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

My  last  letter  I  sent  to  you  enclosed  in  my 
father's,  as  I  thought  I  would  be  travelling  about  this  time  to 
Carlscrona;  but  as  the  Assessor  has  postponed  his  journey, 
and  as  I  now  feel  but  little  inclination  for  it,  it  will  not  take 
place  on  my  account.  In  the  mean  time  I  am  engaged  upon 
the  subject  which  I  intend  for  the  last  number  of  this  year, 
and  which  I  shall  finish  this  week ;  viz.  Palhammar's^* 
ideas  upon  the  resistance  of  mediums,  which  at  first  were 
written  down  in  Latin,  and  which  has  cost  me  a  great  deal  of 
labour  and  mental  exertion  to  reduce  into  such  a  form  as  will 
please  the  Assessor  and  the  learned;  likewise,  my  method  of 
finding  the  longitude  of  places,  which  I  warrant  to  be 
certain  and  sure — I  must  hear  what  the  learned  say  about  it. 
I  bought  in  Stockholm  a  project  of  a  Venetian,  Doroth.  Olimari, 
for  finding  the  longitude,  which  is  speculation  and  nothing 
more ;  the  difiiculty  of  reducing  it  to  practice  is  immense. 
By  the  next  post  I  will  send  it  over,  together  with  some  other 
matter  which  is  to  go  into  this  last  number. 

At  the  end  of  this  week  we  expect  brother  Lars^  and  sister 
Hedvig^  up  here ;  brother  Eliezer's  widow,-f  we  think,  set  out 
upon  her  journey  to-day. 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  122.  Mr.  Strutt's  English  trans- 
lation, see  in  Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"    July  1856,  p.  76,  letter  12. 

-}-  Ehsabeth  Brink,  born  in  1684,  daughter  of  Sven  Brinck,  commissioner 
of  the  Bank,  and  father  of  Col.  Gabriel  Brinck,  when  ennobled  Leijonbrinck. 
She  was  first  married  to  Georg  Brandt,  owner  of  mining  property  (brukspatron), 
secondly  to  Eliezer  Swedberg,  a  younger  brother  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg. 
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Nothing  else  has  happened,  except  that  the  Gottenburgers 

have  been  ennobled,  as  the  Stralsunders  were  in  former  times. 

May  God  guard  them,  lest  a  similar  fate  await  them  in  other 

respects.      They    have   now   presidents   and  burgo-counts  over 

them,    instead   of  burgomasters.     We    do   not  yet  know  how 

sweet  this  tastes  to  them;    as   they  must  first  pay  for  it  by 

building-  three  men  of  war,  fitting  them  out,  &c.     AVitli  kindest 

remembrance  to  sister  Anna,  I  remain,  most  honoured  friend 

and  brother, 

Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 

Eman.  Swedbekg. 

Brunsbo,  26  June,  1716. 

Upon  the  death  of  her  second  husband  she  married  in  1717  her  third  hus- 
band Anders  Swab,66  appointed  Assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines  in  1716;  and 
upon  his  death  in  1731  she  man-ied  her  fourth  husband,  John  Bergenstjenia, 
who  was  hkcwiso  Assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines.  The  names  of  Assessors 
Swab  and  Bcrgenstjerna  frequently  occur  in  connection  with  that  of  Eman. 
Swedenborg,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  College  of  Mines.  See  "Anrep's 
Attartaflor,"  Vol.  IV,  p.  288,  "Swab." 
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Most  worthy  Librarian, 

My  distinguished  friend. 

As  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Swedberg's  work-|- 
is  going  to  be  continued,  I  should  like  very  much  to  receive 
a  copy  of  it,  as  soon  as  it  leaves  the  press,  by  post,  no 
matter  what  it  may  cost;  and  the  copy  itself,  also,  will  be 
duly  paid  for.  I  had  expected  to  be  by  this  time  at  Carls- 
crona,  but  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  remained  for  a  little 
time  in  Stockholm,  busy  with  the  Committee  engaged  in  pur- 
chasing the  old  coinage  of  Avestad  and  exchanging  it  for  the  new 
copper  coins;   which  are  to  be   exchanged  every  third  month 

*  Polhem's  MSS.  in  the  Benzelius  Collection,  p.  3()3. 
-j-  The  pubhcation  of  "Daedalus  Hyperboreus." 
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for  the  sake  of  greater  security,  so  that  foreigners  may  not 
counterfeit  and  import  them.  It  seems  also  that  my  journey 
to  Carlscrona  will  be  postponed  until  winter,  or  next  spring. 
While  I  was  in  Stockholm,  I  received  some  information  on  the 
subject  I  troubled  you  with  lately,  viz.  my  own  and  my  fore- 
fathers' name,  which  occurs  in  a  printed  matricular  or  book 
of  heraldry  in  possession  of  Assessor  Brenner.  They  were 
barons  and  used  two  kinds  of  armorial  bearings,  the  one  with 
three  bands  and  a  lion,  and  the  other  with  three  bands  and 
an  eagle;  but  Assessor  Brenner  thought  it  best  that  I  should 
use  the  three  bands  and  a  mathematical  iigure,  something  like 
the  Pythagorean  theorem,  or  something  else ;  but  I  should  like 
very  much  to  hear  your  opinion  upon  it.  With  many  kind 
remembrances  I  am,  most  worthy  Librarian, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Christoph  Pollheimer, 
Stiernsund,  July  18,  1715. 


DOCUMENT  64. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother. 

When  J  last  wrote  you  by  brother  01aus,-{- 
I  intended  to  be  at  Upsal  about  the  10th  or  12th  ulto.;  but 
from  one  circumstance  and  another  I  am  prevented  from 
being  there  before  the  18th  or  20th. 

I  am  very  glad  that  Doddalus,  part  iii,  has  appeared;  T 
thank  you  for  having  taken  so  much  trouble  and  care  with  it ; 
when  I  am  present  with  you,  I  will  thank  you  still  more.  I 
am  already  thinking  of  the  contents  of  No.  5  of  the  "Dsedalus." 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  124.  See  Mr.  Strutt's  EngUsh 
translation  in  White's  "New  Churchman,"  August  1856,  p.  92,  letter  14. 

t  Olaus,  Olavus  being  the  latinized  form  of  Olof ;  probably  Olof  Benzel- 
stjerna,  a  younger  brother  of  Ericus  Benzehus,  who  was  Assessor  in  the 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Stockholm  (Svea  Hofrdtt),  and  who  died  in  1726. 
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I  think  it  will  be  best  for  me,  1.  To  put  do^Yn  Assessor  Pal- 
heimer's  ingenious  tap  with  a  sufficient  mechanical  and  alge- 
braic description;  2.  To  make  an  addition  to  the  description 
of  his  "Blankstotz"  machine,  as  this  is  a  work  which  re- 
quires greater  accuracy,  reflection,  and  consideration  than  it 
has  yet  received;  3.  To  leave  room  for  some  of  the  ec- 
lipses observed  by  Prof.  Elfvius;^*  by  which  the  longitude 
of  Upsal  is  also  obtained.  If  you  would  honour  our  little 
work  with  a  life  of  Stiernhjelm,'^  or  with  something  else  from 
the  history  of  the  learned,  I  know  that  thereby  our  publication 
would  become  more  mteresting;  as  in  this  case  the  heavy 
matter  would  be  relieved  by  more  pleasant  subjects.  I  know 
also,  that  tliis  would  gain  us  the  favour  and  approbation  of 
many;  as  the  literary  world  acknowledges  you  as  by  far  its 
best  member;  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  honour  will  not  be 
refused.  May  God  grant  you  a  long  life — although  I  am  afraid 
that  your  many  studies  will  deprive  us  of  this  benefit,  by 
shortening  your  days;  for  I  know  no  one  who  has  more  con- 
sideration for  liis  various  studies,  and  less  for  himself.  All 
the  learned  and  the  Muses  entreat  you  to  spare  yourself,  and 
in  you  the  Muses ;  it  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  indeed,  to  offer 
up  oneself  to  the  Muses,  but  not  on  the  very  altar;  it  is  easy 
enough  to  become  a  premature  victim.  Pardon  this  admonition, 
my  brother;  your  letter  to  my  father  is  the  cause  of  it.  I 
hope  that  my  little  learning  and  my  "Daedalus"  will  be  long 
under  your  auspices. 

I  think  of  inserting  in  the  fourth  number  of  the  Doedalus 
some  Daedalian  speculations  about  a  flying-machine,  and  to 
leave  room  for  Dr.  Bromell's'^  curiosities,  if  he  be  pleased 
to  insert  them. 

Assessor  Palheimer^*  writes,  that  in  the  following  number 
he  wishes  to  insert  such  matter  as  will  be  of  use  to  the  public, 
such  as  water  and  wind  machines,  mills  &c ;  which  I  am  very 
glad  of.     But  let  us  quit  these  literary  topics. 

Last  Thursday  night,  His  Majesty  travelled  incognito 
through  Skara  and  Skarke  to  Hjo,  where  he  crossed  over 
Lake  Wetter  to  Wadstena,  to  call  on  the  Princess.  We 
had  the  lad  with  us  who  was  his  outrider,  and  who  ac- 
companied   him    from   the   monastery    to    Hjo ;    he    reported 
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many  amusing  questions  and  answers,  of  which  I  send  you 
one.  His  Majesty  asked,  "Whether  the  King  was  not  ex- 
pected at  Hojentorp?"  "Yes,"  said  the  lad,  "I  think  so." 
"What  should  he  do  there  ?"  "That  I  do  not  know,"  said 
the  lad,  "but  they  say  that  he  will  go  thence  to  Stock- 
holm." He  then  said  smiling,  "Psha!  to  tliink  he  would  go 
to  Stockholm !  they  say,  it  is  so  far  off."  And  much  more 
of  the  same  sort.  Some  tliink,  moreover,  that  there  are  no 
guests  to  be  expected  in  Scania;*  that  Sweden,  therefore,  may 
breathe  more  freely.  A  hundred  thousand  kind  remembrances 
to  sister  Anna^  and  brother  Eric.^^  I  commend  you,  dear 
brother,  to  God's  protection,  and  remain,  most  honoui-ed  friend 
and  brother, 

Your  most  faithful  brother, 

Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
[Brunsbo],  4  September,  1716. 

P.  S.  If  there  is  accommodation,  I  should  like  very  much, 
to  stay  at  youi-  house ;  and  to  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the  favour 
of  your  table.     Farewell. 

*  That  is  to  say,  thet  the  Danes  and  Russians  will  not  invade  Schonen. 
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Noble  and  most  respected  friend, 

With  great  pleasure  I  read  through  the  fourth 
number  of  your  Dcedalus,  which,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  is 
worked  up  with  great  industry  and  understanding.  With 
.regard  to  the  article  on  Resistance,  I  may  perhaps  mention, 
that  it  seems  to  depend  rather  upon  some  additional  deduc- 
tions, which  might  follow  here-after,  and  which  we  might 
meanwhile  discuss  orally,  than  to  need  any  changes  or  correc- 
tions that  I  can  point  out;  but  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
express  candidly  my  opinion,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  last 
correction  was  somewhat  unnecessary.  With  respect  to  flying 
by  artificial  means,  there  is  perhaps  the  same  difficulty  con- 
tained in  it  as  in  making  a  perpetuuni  mobile  or  gold  by 
artificial  means;  although,  at  first  sight,  it  seems  as  easy  to  be 
done  as  it  is  desirable;  for  whatever  any  one  approves  strongly, 
he  has  generally  a  proportionate  desire  to  carry  out.  In 
examining  it  more  closely  some  difficulty  arises,  for  nature, 
as  in  the  present  case,  is  opposed  to  all  common  machines 
preserving  their  same  relations  when  constructed  on  a  large, 
as  on  a  small  scale,  though  all  parts  be  made  exactly 
alike,  and  after  the  same  proportions.  For  instance,  although 
some  stick  or  pole  may  be  capable  of  bearing  itself",  and 
some  weight  besides,  still  this  does  not  apply  to  all  sizes, 
although  the  same  proportion  may  be  preserved  between  the 
length  and  thickness;  for  while  the  weight  increases  in  a 
triple   ratio,  the    strength  increases    only  in   a    double    ratio. 

*  PoUiem's  MSS.  in  the  Benzelius  Collectiou  at  Liiikopinj^,  p.  367. 
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The  same  rule  applies  to  surfaces,  so  that  large  bodies  at 
last  are  incapable  of  sustaining  themselves;  and,  accordingly, 
nature  itself  provides  birds  with  a  much  lighter  and  stronger 
substance  for  their  feathers,  and  also  quite  different  sinews 
and  bones  in  the  body  itself,  which  are  required  for  the  sake 
of  strength  and  lightness,  and  which  do  not  exist  in  any  other 
organisms;  wherefore  it  is  so  much  more  difficult  to  have  any 
success  in  the  air,  the  same  qualities  being  required  in  this 
case,  and  all  the  materials  being  wanted  which  are  neces- 
sary when  a  human  body  is  to  be  carried  in  a  machine. 
But  if  it  were  possible  for  a  man  to  move  and  direct  all  that 
so  large  a  machine  requires,  in  order  to  bear  him,  the  whole 
thing  would  be  done.  In  this  case,  however,  a  good  use 
might  be  made  of  a  high  wind,  if  it  were  even  and  steady. 
Still,  no  harm  can  come  of  it,  when  that  which  is  already 
written  upon  it  is  printed  with  the  rest;  only  a  difference 
must  here  be  made  between  what  is  certain  and  what  is 
uncertain.* 

With  regard  to  the  finding  of  the  longitude  of  places,  I 
must  confess,  that  I  cannot  yet  comprehend  the  thing  so 
clearly  in  all  its  parts  as  I  ought;  but  still  it  appears  plausible 
to  me.  I  took  occasion  myself  'to  think  in  what  manner  this 
might  best  be  done,  and  I  have  found  three  methods  of  ascertain- 
ing the  longitude  of  places  by  means  of  the  moon,  although  they 
all  have  their  objections;  1.  By  means  of  the  eclipses,  which  is 
not  feasible  at  all  times;  2.  By  the  difference  of  latitude 
between  the  moon  and  the  equator  in  each  meridian;  but 
as  this  is  at  times  small,  and  sometimes  equal  to  nothing,  it 
has  therefore  its  difficulties ;  and  3.  By  means  of  the  parallaxes, 
which  make  a  smaller  difference.  A  plan  which  pretends  to 
perfection  in  this  matter  is  certainly  entitled  to  a  hearing ;  and 
it  is,  therefore,  well  worth  while  to  follow  out  these  things  a 
little  more,  if  not  for  the  sake  of  gain,  at  least  for  that  of 
curiosity. 

*  Swedenborg's  '  article  on  the  art  of  flying  appeared  in  No.  4  of  the 
"Daedalus  Hyperboreus,"  under  the  signature  of  N.  N.,  but  he  appended 
to  it  all  the  objections  which  Polhem  made  in  this  letter.  This  problem, 
with  a  design  from  Swedenborg's  hand,  is  contained  in  Vol.  I  of  the  photo- 
lithographic edition  of  his  MSS.,  pages  21  and  22. 
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Your  arrival  in  Stiernsund  will  be  most  agreeable  to  me, 
and  if  my  experience  can  be  of  any  use  to  you,  I  will  give 
it  with  so  much  the  greater  pleasure,  as  the  fruit  of  it  will 
be  of  use  to  the  public  and  will  accrue  to  my  own  honour. 
After  you  enter  upon  physics,  it  might  be  useful  to  follow 
them  up  for  some  time  more  extensively,  especially  those  which 
concern  the  causes  of  natural  things,  and  also  all  other  things 
necessary  and  curious,  especially  those  of  the  household,  etc. 
Immediately  after  I  sent  off  my  letter  to  you,  I  received 
yours.  My  wife  and  children  desire  to  be  remembered  to  you 
most  kindly,  and  they  also  thank  you  for  your  compliments. 
I  remain,  most  respected  sir, 

Your  most  dutiful, 

Christoph  Pollheimer. 
Stiernsund,  September  5. 


DOCUMENT  66. 
POLHEM  TO  SWEDENBOEG.* 

Noble  and  most  learned  Sii\ 
My  good  friend, 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  September  was  received. 
With  respect  to  the  computations  for  the  fall  of  water  for 
wheels,  pipes,  and  all  sorts  of  works  and  machines,  they 
require  more  explanations  than  can  be  given  in  a  letter; 
especially  as  each  case  has  many  circumstances  peculiar  to 
itself,  so  that,  although  they  have  altogether  their  certain 
rules  and  demonstrations,  as  well  mathematical,  as  physical 
and  mechanical,  there  is  still  scarcely  any  rule  so  perfect 
that  it  has  not  its  exceptions  under  certain  contingencies. 
For  instance,  although  the  rule  is  generally  known,  by  which 
to  produce  the  greatest  effect  by  means  of  a  wheel,  both  in  re- 
spect to  time  and  expenditure  of  force,  which  rule  must  be  care- 

*  rolhein's  MSS.  iu  the  Benzelius  Collection,  p.  371. 
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fully  observed,  if  you  wish  to  gain  all  the  effect  which 
an  ordinary  and  a  scarce  supply  of  water  may  produce,  still  the 
size  of  the  wheel,  the  direction  and  shape  of  the  buckets  and 
several  other  things,  differ  in  a  wheel  for  a  saw-mill,  a  forge, 
for  driving  bellows,  for  a  flour-mill,  for  fountains  and  water- 
works, so  that  there  is  scarcely  any  work  whatever,  which 
does  not  require  special  properties.  One  works  best  when  it 
turns  round  rapidly,  as  the  wheel  in  a  saw-mill,  another  when 
it  goes  less  quickly  and  strongly,  as  in  a  forge,  etc.;  and  as 
all  this  requires  a  longer  description  than  can  be  given  in  the 
usual  way  at  once,  it  would  therefore  be  best  to  take  up  the 
qualities  and  properties  of  each  kind  of  work  separately, 
although  they  may  first  be  treated  in  a  general  way  together. 
And  as  we  have  now  begun  to  treat  of  the  resistance  of 
mediums,  it  would  not  seem  out  of  the  way,  to  treat  of  the 
uses  which  flow  from  it,  as,  for  instance,  the  computations  for 
fire-engines,  for  water  jets  and  artificial  fountains  in  parks, 
and  also  for  bomb-shells,  cannon-balls,  etc.;  all  of  which  have 
their  mathematical  rules  which  square  with  practice,  so  that 
€very  one  may  see  the  connection  between  them,  and  may 
be  convinced  that  every  thing  is  just  as  it  is  determined  by 
the  resistance  of  mediums. 

In  fine,  if  the  learned  wish  to  have  real  satisfaction  and 
honour  from  that  which  they  teach  others,  they  ought  to  have 
a  better  understanding  of  many  things  that  are  now  taught; 
for  nature  is  in  many  things  quite  differently  constituted,  than 
is  thought  by  Descartes  and  almost  all  his  followers;  and  this 
can  scarcely  be  taught  better  than  by  daily  experience  in 
mechanics,  and  an  investigation  into  its  principles;  and  al- 
though what  I  have  gained  there  is  extremely  little  in  com- 
parison with  what  still  remains  to  be  done,  I  nevertheless 
hope  that  my  principles  may  pave  the  way  for  the  rest.  For 
I  never  approve  of  anything  which  does  not  apply  to  all 
cases  and  all  consequences  flowing  from  it,  and  whenever 
there  is  one  single  thing  opposed  to  it,  I  hold  its  funda- 
mental jJrinciple  to  be  false.  Moreover,  it  would  be  no 
small  honour  for  the  learned  mathematicians,  if  they  could 
point  out  what  their  principle  and  most  intricate  figures  are 
^ood  for  in  practice,  especially  the  geometrical   curves,  etc.; 
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which  I  found  useful  in  mechanics  on  more  occasions  than  I 
expected  I  -would,  while  teaching  them  at  Upsal,  and  ignorant 
of  their  use.  In  short,  as  long  as  I  live,  I  hope  there  will 
never  be  a  lack  of  matter  for  printing,  provided  you  are 
willing  to  undergo  the  trouble  of  computing,  drawing,  writing, 
and  preparing  every  thing  belonging  to  it;  for  all  this 
fatigues  me  too  much,  and  I  am  too  much  occupied  with  other 
business  and  other  things  of  daily  occurrence. 

[The  rest  of  the  letter  is  occupied  with  a  project  for 
introducing  thrashing  machines  into  the  Idngdom,  the  proceeds 
from  which  were  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  a  lahoratorium 
onechcmicum  at  Upsal,  and  elsewhere.] 

With  many  kind  remembrances  from  all  of  us,  I  remain 
Your  most  dutiful  servant, 

Cheistoph  Polheimee. 
Stiernsund,  September,  1716. 

[P.  S.]  Will  you  please  present  my  respects  to  the  honour- 
able Librarian,^  to  Professor  Elfvius^*  and  several  others. 
Excuse  my  haste. 


DOCUMENT  67. 
SWEDENBOHa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

I  wrote  you  a  letter  from  Lund,  and  should 
have  written  to  you  more  frequently,  had  I  not  Ijcen  prevented 
by  my  mechanical  and  other  occupations;  moreover,  I  had  enough 
to  attend  to  in  order  to  accomplish  my  design.  Since  His 
Majesty  graciously  looked  at  my  Dcedalus  and  its  plan,  he  has 

*  Benzelius  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  114.  The  Swedish  original  of 
this  letter  is  No.  II  of  the  Swedcnborg  letters  printed  by  Prof.  Atterl)om 
in  the  Appendix  to  his  "Siare  och  Skalder,"  p.  102.  IMr.  Strutt's  English 
translation  appeared  in  Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  May,  1856,  p.  52, 
letter  4. 
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advanced  me  to  the  post  of  an  extraordinary  assessor  in  the 
College  of  Mines ;  yet  in  such  a  way,  that  I  should  for  some 
time  attend  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  Polheimer.^*  What 
pleases  me  most  is,  that  His  Majesty  pronounced  so  favourable 
and  gracious  a  judgment  respecting  me,  and  himself  defended 
me  against  those  who  thought  the  worst  of  me;  and  that  he 
has  since  promised  me  his  further  favour  and  protection — of 
this  I  have  been  assured  both  directly  and  indirectly.  But 
let  me  tell  you  all,  more  in  detail:  After  His  Majesty  had 
sufficiently  inquired  as  to  my  character,  studies,  and  the  Hke, 
and  as  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  have  good  references,  he 
offered  me  three  posts  and  offices  to  choose  from,  and  after- 
wards gave  me  the  warrant  for  the  rank  and  post  of  an  extra- 
ordinary assessor.  But  as  my  enemies  had  played  too  many 
intrigues  with  the  above-mentioned  warrant,  and  had  couched 
it  in  ambiguous  terms,  I  sent  it  back  to  his  Majesty  with  some 
comments,  well  knowing  whom  I  had  to  depend  upon :  when 
there  was  immediately  granted  me  a  new  one,  and  likewise 
a  gracious  letter  to  the  College  of  Mines.  My  opponent*  had 
to  sit  down  at  the  King's  own  table  and  write  this  out  in 
duplicate  in  two  forms;  of  which  the  King  selected  the  best; 
so  that  those  v.'lio  had  sought  to  injure  me,  were  glad  to 
escape  with  honour  and  reputation:  they  had  so  nearly  burned 
their  fingers. 

Dcedalus  has  enjoyed  the  favour  of  lying  these  three 
weeks  upon  His  Majesty's  table,  and  has  furnished  matter 
for  many  discussions  and  questions ;  it  has  also  been  shown 
by  His  Majesty  to  many  persons.  Within  a  short  time  I  in- 
tend to  send  you  what  is  to  follow  for  Dcedalus,  part  v;  when 
perhaps  Drs.  Roberg^"  and  BromelF^  will  not  refuse  to  honour 
it  with  their  contributions;  they  might  possibly  derive  some 
profit  from  it. 

We  arrived  here  at  Carlscrona  a  few  days  ago,  intending 
after  three  weeks  to  go  to  Gottenburg,  and  afterwards  to 
Trollhatta,  Lakes  Wener  and  Hjelmar,  and  Grullspangelf,  in 
order  to  examine   sites  for  sluices  and  locks;  a  plan  which 

*  Probably  Cronhjelm;63  for  the  warrant  itself,  and  the  letter  addressed 
by  Charles  XII  to  the  College  of  Mines,  are  signed  by  him. 
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meets  with  His  Majesty's  entire  approbation.*  Nothing  has 
been  mentioned  yet  abont  the  institution  of  the  Faculty  ;-i-  but 
it  shall  not  be  forgotten  in  its  proper  time,  although  the 
Upsal  letter  may  have  to  lie  over.  Towards  the  month  of 
February  we  may  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Upsal,  when 
everything  may  be  discussed  and  considered  more  minutely. 

A  thousand  kind  remembrances  to  sister  Anna.  The  kid 
gloves  have  been  purchased.  I  remain,  my  dear  friend  and 
brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  and  faithful  brother, 

Em.  Sw. 
[Carlscrona,  towards  the  end  of  December,  1716.] 

P.  S.  Upon  the  whole  the  journey  has  been  made  at 
very  little  beyond  the  travelling  expenses.  The  making  out 
of  the  warrant  which  is  usually  expensive,  did  not  cost  me 
a  single  stiver;  this  I  affirm  solemnly. 

[Swedenborg  here  gives  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  the 
College  of  Mines.  But  we  prefer  to  refer  our  readers  to  a 
translation  of  the  original  letter  which  is  still  preserved  in  the 
College  of  Mines,  together  with  Swedenborg's  warrant  for  his 
assessorship ;  see  our  Documents  142  and  143,  in  Section  V.] 

*  Ericus  Benzelius  discovered  a  letter  written  by  Bishop  Brask  to  Ture 
Jonsson  in  1526,  in  which  the  Bishop  first  proposed  the  plan  for  joining  the 
Baltic  and  the  North  Sea  by  a  canal.  "Of  this  letter,"  says  Benzehus 
(Linkoping's  Bibl.  Handlingar,  Vol.  I,  p.  191),  "I  gave  a  copy  to  my 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Emanuel  Swedberg,  during  his  stay  at  Lund,  in  1716, 
in  the  suite  of  the  King,  ard  it  was  the  occasion  of  directing  attention 
to  the  plan  of  ])uilding  a  canal  between  Lakes  Wener  and  Wetter,  and  of 
making  the  river  from  Gottenburg  to  Lake  Wener  navigable;  all  this,  how- 
ever, was  stopped  ])y  the  Eling's  death." 

•J-  The  Institution  of  a  Mechanical  Faculty  at  Upsal.    See  Document  59. 
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DOCUMENT  68. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS,* 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

I  hope  that  this  letter  may  find  you  still 
at  Brunsbo,  and  that  you  will  remain  there  long  enough,  that  I 
too  may  have  the  same  good  fortune;  although  it  will  not  be 
possible  for  me  to  get  away  for  ten  days,  even  though 
my  wish  and  longing  were  twice  as  strong  as  they  are.  To 
leave  Polheimer,^*  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  in  a  place  where 
there  are  important  plans  in  hand,  would  be  opposed  to  His 
Majesty's  intention  and  pleasure,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to  my 
own  prospective  interest.  Stni  I  hope  that  a  want  of  con- 
veyance will  prevent  you  from  leaving  witliin  that  time.  If  you 
could  remain  so  long,  something  useful  to  both  of  us  might 
possibly  result  from  it. 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  congratulations,  which  I  re- 
ceived at  Carlscrona  a  short  time  before  my  departure.  I  can 
assure  you  conscientiously,  that  the  only  pleasure  I  derive 
from  this  appointment  is,  that  it  may  give  my  parents  and 
yourself  pleasure,  which  is  my  greatest  aim  and  delight. 

I  am  now  working  upon  Dcedalus,  part  v.  I  hope  to  have  it 
ready  by  the  next  post,  and  to  take  it  to  Brunsbo  next 
week.  Should  I  not  find  you  there,  I  will  send  it  after  you 
to  Upsal,  and  I  entreat  your  former  kindness  for  this  number. 
As  we  are  to  meet  the  King  again  in  April  at  the  latest,  I 
hope  to  get  this  done,  as  well  as  an  enlarged  separate  edition 

*  Benzelius'  CoEection,  Vol.  XL,  Xo.  125.  The  Swedish  original  was 
published  by  Prof.  Atterbom  as  No.  Ill  of  the  Swedenborg  Letters  in  the 
Appendix  to  lus  "Siaie  och  Skalder,"  p.  104.  Mr.  Strutt's  EngHsh  trans- 
lation appeared  in  IMr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  Sept.  1856,  letter  15. 
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of  the  treatise  on  the  longitude  of  places.     I  hope  also   that 
something    may    then    be    done  for   the    observatory    and   the 
faculty,  regarding  which   no    action    has  yet  been  taken.      A 
single  word  would  have  been  sufficient,    if  the  Councillor  of 
Commerce*    could    have   seen    that   it  might   have   been    ar- 
ranged and  carried  out,  witliout    the   intended   onef    coming 
into  the  faculty,  or  at  least  being  present  at  Upsal.   An  appli- 
cation shall,  nevertheless,  soon  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  obser- 
vatory; more  might  be  said  about  this,  however,  if  it  could  be 
done  orally.     The  Councillor  of  Commerce  sends  his  respects  to 
you.     I  remain  always,  honoured  friend  and  brother, 
Your  most  faithful  brother  until  death, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg, 
Gottenburg,  23  Januarv,  1717. 


DOCUMENT  69. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS. t 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother. 

Enclosed  I  send  Dcedalus,  part  v,  and  I  most 
humbly  solicit  you  to  extend  to  it  the  kindness  that  you  have 
shown  towards  the  previous  numbers.  I  should  have  finished 
it  long  ago,  but  I  have  been  conthiually  on  a  journey  of  ever 
altering  direction,  which  scarcely  left  me  an  hour's  time  for 
such  work.  But  as  I  have  now  arrived  at  Stiernsund,  I  have 
found  an  opportunity,  for  a  few  days,  to  get  this  up,  as  well 
as  I  can.  I  hope  it  will  win  the  approval  of  the  Upsal 
people,  and  especially  your  own. 

I  have  added  the  Latin  to  it  on  the  opposite  page, 
according  to  His  Majesty's  wish,  who  pointed  out  to  me  where 
the  Sjvedish  should  be,   and  where  the  Latin.     I  could  wish, 

*  Polhem. 

f  Swedenborg  himself. 

\  Benzelius'    Collection,    Vol.    XL,   No.   126.    No.   IV   in  Atterbom's 
Collection ;  and  letter  16  in  Mr.  White's  "New  Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  102. 
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therefore,  that  this  might  correspond  in  the  same  way  on  the 
pages.  With  regard  to  the  engravings  for  the  tap,  I  do 
not  know  how  to  provide  them,  as  I  am  so  far  away,  and 
have  not  permission  to  come  over.  Could  Dr.  Eoberg^**  be, 
in  any  agreeable  and  engaging  manner,  induced  to  undertake 
it,  it  would  be  the  best  way  of  arranging  it,  as  there  are  several 
particulars  connected  with  it,  which  Mons.  Aveln  could  not  so 
easily  accomplish.  Further,  should  the  tap  itself  require 
to  be  inspected,  it  lies  in  a  box  in  the  room  in  which  I  was, 
in  one  of  the  drawers  on  the  top,  and  might  be  left  with 
Dr.  Roberg,'''^  should  he  undertake  the  task.  I  also  hope  that 
the  Doctor  will  favour  us  with  his  thoughts  on  snow  and 
freezing,  as  he  promised. 

With  regard  to  his  project  for  manufacturing  salt,  His 
Majesty  discussed  it,  and  took  the  opposite  side;  proving  his  case 
by  Hungarian  wine,  which  may  be  entirely  frozen,  and  stating 
that  when  he  was  in  Poland  a  cask  of  Hungarian  wine  was 
so  completely  frozen,  that  he  dealt  it  out  in  pieces  with  his  sword 
to  the  men,  although  there  remained  a  kernel  in  it,  of  the 
very  essence  of  the  wine,  as  large  as  a  musket-ball.  As  His 
Majesty  seemed  to  be  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  salt  in 
Sweden,  we  gathered  minute  information  about  it  in  Udde- 
valla ;  and  we  found  that  in  Sweden  there  are  the  best  oppor- 
tunities for  its  manufacture,  as  there  is  abundance  of  forest 
and  water  for  promoting  the  work;  and  we  might  venture 
to  promise  to  produce  almost  as  much  as  is  required  at  eight 
or  ten  dalers  in  copper  ])er  ton ;  this  will  be  demonstrated  in  its 
proper  place.  I  will  confer  with  Dr.  Roberg  about  some- 
thing on  tliis  subject  which  must  be  sent  to  the  King;  viz.  the 
drawing  of  some  new  salt-pans,  by  which  wood  is  economized, 
and  the  operation  considerably  accelerated;  and  also  the 
drawing  of  the  pumps  and  graduating  pipes,  which  are  likewise 
new;  although  even  there,  as  in  other  places,  the  brine  may 
be  concentrated  by  the  drying  process,  by  being  exposed  to  the 
air  in  summer,  and  by  being  frozen  in  winter,  so  that  it  may 
be  worked  and  boiled  down  with  the  least  amount  of  trouble. 
At  Stromstad  there  is  a  salt  boilery,  but  it  is  constructed 
with  the  greatest  want  of  judgment,  and  without  any  other  gradu- 
ation than  from  the  water  being  pumped  up  from  the  deep ;  it  has 
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also  the  most  unwieldly  salt-pans  imaginable,  but  it  neverthe- 
less succeeds  in  producing  three  tons  with  one  cord  of  wood 
within  twenty-lour  hours.  Should  such  a  work  be  established, 
it  would  profit  the  country  more  than  the  whole  of  its  iron  manu- 
facture, in  which  a  loss  is  occasionally  sustained;  but  in  the 
present  case  there  would  be  a  real  gain,  and  the  money  would 
remain  in  the  country. 

We  hope  that  our  journey  hither  will  in  time  be  of  im- 
portance. At  Trollhiitta,  GuUspangelf,  and  Lake  Hjelmar  also 
we  found  everything  feasible,  and  at  less  expense  than  had  been 
anticipated.  If  I  do  nothing  more  in  the  matter,  I  act  at 
least  as  a  stimulus  to  it. 

AVill  you  please  remember  me  kindly  to  Prof.  Elfvius,^* 
and  try  whether  he  will  part  with  his  Linea  Carolina,''^ 
wliich  he  has  in  the  original.  I  shall  willingly  pay  what  he 
would  like  to  have  for  it,  if  it  be  not  too  unreasonable.  It  is 
not  for  myself,  but  for  a  gentleman  of  high  rank,  who  desires 
to  have  it.     I  beg  you  to  assist  me  in  the  matter. 

Will  you  please  remember  me  kindly  to  little  brother 
Eric.^^  I  hear  that  his  love  for  mechanics  and  drawing  con- 
tinues. If  he  can  give  the  slip  to  his  preceptor,  I  should 
like  to  induce  him  to  follow  me ;  when  I  would  try  in  every  way 
to  promote  his  welfare,  to  instruct  him  in  mathematics  and 
other  things,  should  it  be  desired.  Please  remember  me  also 
a  hundred  times  to  sister  Anna.  I  remain,  my  honoured  and 
dear  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  and  faithful  brother, 

Eman.  Swedberg. 
Stiernsund,  February  23,  1717. 

P.  S.  I  require  a  new  sign  in  my  Dcedalus,  viz.  "-;  I 
wonder  whether  such  a  one  exists  in  the  printing-office,  or 
whether  it  can  be  made  up  by  means  of  points ;  this  I  think 
may  be  done.  I  beg  you  to  send  the  enclosed  to  the  printing- 
office,Jtogether  with  the  first,  as  1  am  very  anxious  that  it  should 
at  least  be  ready  before  I   start  upon  my  journey  to  Lund. 


DOCUMENT  70. 
SWEDENBOP.a  TO  BENZELIUS.- 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

I  arrived  in  Stockholm  the  day  before  yester- 
day. I  intend  to  remain  here  until  Easter;  for  I  have  much 
to  do  in  order  to  get  everything  ready  that  I  contemplate. 
Your  letter  followed  me  from  Stiernsund  to  Starbo ;  but  I  could 
not  answer  it  earlier,  as  I  have  been  taking  a  little  journey 
in  the  mining  district.  I  thank  you  for  taking  so  much  care 
about  the  Dcedalus.  I  wish  that  Dr.  Roberg^''  would  be  pleased 
to  help  it  witli  the  engraving.  If  you  would  kindly  supply 
Dcedalus,  part  vi,  with  Stjernhjelm's  Linea  Carolina,''*'  and 
afterwards  add  his  life  to  it,  I  should  be  very  much  pleased, 
as  it  deserves  to  be  done,  and  I  have  now  so  little  time  to 
wiite  anything  that  requires  quiet  and  reflection. 

The  salt  boiling  and  inland  navigation  are  in  a  good  way; 
I  think  they  will  obtain  the  King's  approbation.  I  am  now 
sending  down  to  Deputy-counsellor  Fahlstr(3m,  the  project 
about  the  observatory  at  Upsal.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
His  Majesty  will  approve  of  it;  and  also  that  he  will  call  upon 
Upsal  to  hand  in  a  proposition  about  the  institution  of  a 
faculty.  The  result  will  perhaps  be  known  between  Easter 
and  Whitsuntide.  Will  you  please  give  my  compliments  to 
Prof.  Elfvius,^*  and  ask  him  about  his  Linea  Carolina.''*  It 
does  not  matter  that  he  is  hard  to  deal  with  for  it;  he  is  not 
usually  so  with  me ;  I  must  insist  upon  begging  for  it,  as  I 
have  already  half  promised  it. 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  129.  No.  V,  p.  107  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  Atterbom's  "Siare  och  Skalder."  Letter  19,  in  Mr.  White's  "New 
Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  115. 
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Would  that  I  might  be  so  fortunate  as  to  get  Daedalus,  part  v, 
and  if  possible  Dcedalus,  part  vi,  ready  before  Easter,  so  that  I 
could  take  them  with  me,  and  present  them  to  his  Majesty! 
Perhaps  our  journey  will  first  be  directed  to  Lund;  if,  there- 
fore, it  be  possible,  it  ought  to  be  done.  There  is  also  a 
Latin   translation   to  be   added  to  part  vi.      Li  Gottenburg  I 

paid  your   draft  upon  Magister ,    which   I  had  accepted. 

A  thousand  greetings  to  sister  Anna.^ 

Your  most  humble  servant,  and  most  faithful  brother, 

Eman.  Swedbeeq. 
Stockholm,  March  24,  1717. 


DOCUMENT  71  A. 
POLHEM  TO  SAVEDENBORa.* 

Respected  Assessor, 

I  avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  send 
my  daughters  Maja^^  and  Mrensa-f-  to  Stockholm,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  forward  you  the  first  draught  of  the  continua- 
tion of  my  paper  on  physics,  which  I  have  not  taken  time  to 
read  over  since,  and  there  are  therefore  more  particulars 
still  to  be  noticed.  If  Prof.  Hjiirne^^  like  it  when  written  out 
clean,  and  give  it  his  approval,  it  may  be  printed;  but  if 
any  objections  be  raised,  which  require  additional  explan- 
ations, it  will  be  best  to  wait  until  all  is  properly  venti- 
lated. It  is  very  appropriate  that  Stiernhjelm's^^  life,  his 
intelligence,  and  learning  should  be  described,  and  it  would 
do  no  harm  if  some  verses  were  placed  over  it  in  honour 
of  Sweden,  and  of  him  about  whom  the  paper  is  written. 
However  short  and  cold  the  days  may  be  which  the  sun 
grants  to  Sweden  in  winter,  so  much  the  longer  and  warmer 

*  Polhem's  MSS.  in  the  Benzelius  Collection  at  Linkopii)":,  p.  379. 

f  A  shortened  form  of  Emerentia;  for  information  concerning  her  sec 
No.  53  in  the  Appendix  to  Kobsahm's  Memoirs  in  Section  I,  and  also  Notes 
29,  30,  and  31. 
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are  they  in  summer;  and  southerners  have  in  this  respect 
notliing  to  boast  of  over  us,  when  the  year  is  over.  In  a 
similar  manner,  although  Sweden  produces  people  of  the 
dullest  kind,  who  are  ridiculed  by  other  nations,  there  are, 
on  the  other  hand,  brought  up  in  it  such  penetrating  and 
lofty  minds,  as  surpass  those  of  other  countries,  and  are 
able  to  teach  them;  and  yet  when  you  take  the  average  of 
the  two  extremes,  they  may  not  do  more  than  others.  Ac- 
cording to  agreement  I  expect  you  before  Easter.  The 
works  in  Fahlun  cannot  be  set  in  motion  yet  on  account 
of  the  cold,  but  they  will  no  doubt  begin  to  work  in  a 
few  days.  The  Dean  will  be  buried  on  Sunday,  when  my 
wife  and  I  will  attend  the  funeral.  What  news  is  there  in 
Stockholm?  for  since  the  Dean's  death  no  newspapers  have 
arrived  here;  and  as  I  shall  very  soon  leave  home  again,  I 
have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  order  one,  as  this  must  be 
done  for  the  whole  year.   With  many  kind  remembrances^  I  am 

Your   dutiful, 

C.  P. 
Stiernsund,  March  27,  1717. 

DOCUMENT  71 B. 
POLHEM  TO  SWEDENBOPvO* 

Respected  Assessor, 

My  last  letter  and  parcel  by  the  cliildren  have 
probably   arrived.     As    the   time    approaches   when  we  are  to 
depart,  you  will  please  arrange  your  afi\iirs  accordingly.     His 
Majesty  urges  our  return  to  Lund;  yet  I  will  first  go  to  Carls- 
crona.    You  are,  however,  quite  at  liberty  either  to  go  down  to 
Lund  or  to  remain  at  Carlscrona.   We  send  our  respects  to  you. 
Your  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 
C.  P. 
Stiernsund,  April  3,  1717. 

P.  S.  It  is  not  my  intention  that  the  second  part  of  the 
Nature  of  Mechanics  should  be  printed  this  time,  but  only 
that  something  should  be  selected,  to  illustrate  the  first  part. 

*  Polhem's  MSS.  in  the  Benzelius  Collection  at  Linkoping,  p.  380. 


DOCUMENT  72. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

My  last,  I  hope,  has  arrived.  I  request  you 
now  to  have  the  kindness  to  send  of  Dcedalus,  part  v,  twenty 
copies  on  fine  paper,  and  also  some  on  the  other  paper,  because 
I  must  complete  the  sets  here  as  well  as  at  Lund  with  the 
same  quality  of  paper  as  the  parties  received  at  first.  I  shall 
perliaps  follow  with  the  Theory  of  the  Earth,  as  I  mentioned  in 
my  last.  In  a  fortnight  from  yesterday  I  intend  to  leave; 
should  no  opportunity  present  itself  during  the  interval  for 
sendhig  over  the  copies  and  the  plate,  I  sliall  willingly  pay  for 
an  express  to  bring  them,  on  account  of  the  use  they  will  be 
to  me  at  Lund.  I  wonder  what  decision  has  been  arrived  at 
with  regard  to  the  Astronomical  Observatory,  inland  naviga- 
tion, and  salt-boiling,  plans  for  which  have  been  submitted 
to  His  Majesty.  I  will  let  you  know  about  it  when 
opportunity  offers;  on  tlie  last  point  I  will  also  communi- 
cate with  Dr.  Roberg,'''^  although  the  present  time  seems 
unseasonable  for  all  good  plans.  The  remaining  pair  of  kid 
gloves  I  leave  with  brother  G.  Benzel.''^  I  should  like  to  hear 
when  my  maternal  aunt,  Brita  Behm,^*'  is  expected  from  Upsal. 
"With  a  thousand  kind  remembrances,  I  remain,  most  ho- 
noured and  dear  brother, 

Your  most  faithful  brother, 

E-^IAN.    SWEDBEEG. 

Stockholm,  April  4,  1717. 

*  Benzelius'  CoUection,    Vol.  XL,  No.  127.    Letter  17    in  Mr.  AMiite's 
"New  Cliurchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  103. 
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P.  S.  It  would  be  well  if  twenty  or  thirty  copies  of 
Daedalus,  parts  i  and  ii,  could  be  sent  here  by  some  oppor- 
tunity, and  also  some  notice  of  what  has  been  published  this 
week  about  the  work  done  during  the  year,  and  its  cost.  I 
think  I  should  prefer  to  confine  myself  to  one  agent  for  their 
sale,  and  to  allow  him  a  fixed  percentage,  as  the  booksellers 
are  unreasonable  in  fixing  the  price  so  high  as  to  have  but  a 
small  sale  for  them;  and  yet  they  pay  me  two  stivers  less  for 
them  than  the  retail  price.  For  Dcedalus,  part  iv,  Riiger  has 
asked  no  less  than  twenty  stivers,  and  has  refused  to  sell  it  to 
those  who  offered  sixteen,  when  yet  he  ought  to  have  sold  it 
for  eight.  If  you  would  kindly  print  the  price  on  those  of 
part  V  which  have  not  yet  been  struck  off,  I  will  endeavour 
to  find  an  agent  whom  I  can  trust.  The  "Second  Fundamental 
Principle  of  Wisdom"*  has  been  exhausted  at  Piiger's;  it 
would  be  well  if  more  could  be  sent.  I  wonder  whether  it  has 
commanded  any  sale  at  Upsal;  I  should  like  to  know,  to  see 
whether  it  is  worth  while  to  continue  it.  It  was  sold  here  for 
five  stivers;   but  I  shall  perhaps  get  one  and  a  half  for  it. 


DOCUMENT  73. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.f 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother. 

Since  I  left  Upsal  I  have  returned  you  neither 
thanks  nor  anything  else  for  your  late  hospitable  reception. 
You  will  no  doubt  have  been  told  the  reason,  why  I  de- 
parted so  hastily  from  Ribbingbeck  without  taking  leave. 
Five  weeks  ago,  after  I  came  here  to  Lund,  I  presented 
to  His  Majesty  Dcedalus,  part  v,  and  he  was  pleased,  yea, 
more  than  pleased  with  it.  The  plan  respecting  the  Observa- 
tory I   have   communicated  only  to  Secretary  Cederholm,  but 

*  Polhem's  work,  which  was  printed  at  the  expense  of  Swedenborg. 
t  BenzeUus'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  128.    Letter  18  in  Mr.  White's 
"New  Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  114. 
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I  found  him  cold  and  indifferent  about  it,  inasmuch  as  it  does 
not  emanate  directly  from  the  faculty  at  Upsal;  we  shall  have 
to  wait  therefore  for  an  opportunity.  The  Councillor  of  Com- 
merce [Polheni]  has  resolved  to  trouble  himself  about  no- 
thing, except  what  concerns  himself;  since  he  has  noticed 
that  many  new  things  are  given  into  his  charge,  about 
which  he  has  no  knowledge  whatever.  Still  the  salt-boiling 
■will  go  on,  His  Majesty  having  resolved  to  grant  great  and 
important  privileges,  which  will  perhaps  induce  many  zealous 
persons  to  venture  their  means  in  the  affair;  and  should  there 
be  a  scarcity  of  shareholders  in  other  places,  Lund  with  its 
attorneys  may  perhaps  do  the  most.  The  establishment  of 
canal  locks,  between  Gottenburg  and  Wenersborg,  is  also 
in  good  trim.  I  have  besides  been  busy  with  a  new  method 
of  counting  which  His  Majesty  has  hit  upon,  viz.  to  let  the 
numeration  reach  64,  before  it  turns,  in  the  same  way  as  the 
ordinary  method  of  counting  turns  at  10.  He  has  himself 
devised  new  characters,  new  names,  &c.,  for  this  purpose ;  and 
has  written  and  changed  a  number  of  points  with  his  own 
hand.  This  paper,  which  I  have  in  my  possession,  will  in 
time  deserve  a  distinguished  place  in  a  library.  This 
method  of  counting  is  difficult  in  multiplication,  &c.;  but  it  is 
useful  and  speedy  in  division,  in  the  extraction  of  the  square, 
cube,  and  biquadratic  roots,  all  of  which  terminate  in  64;  as 
well  as  in  the  solution  of  smaller  numbers.  His  Majesty  has 
great  penetration. 

With  a  thousand  remembrances  to  sister  Anna,  and  little 
brother  Eric,  I  remain,  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  most  faithful  brother, 

Eman.  Swedbekg. 
Lund,  June  26,  1717. 

P.  S.  I  wrote  the  preceding  for  the  last  post.  The 
privileges  of  the  Salt  Company  have  since  been  signed;  they 
are  faii'ly  advantageous,  as  those  who  wish  to  interest 
themselves  with  the  Councillor  of  Commerce  [Polhem]  in  a 
Salt  Company,  have  liberty  to  purchase  any  forest  that  can 
be  bought,  and  to  select  any  place  they  choose;  are  exempt 
from  taxation  for  twenty  years,  and  are  subsequently  never  to  be 
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charged  more  than  half  the  duty  which  is  levied  on  foreign 
salt.  The  Company  has  since  heen  formed,  and  consists  of 
200,000  shares  of  one  mark  in  silver.  No  other  Company  is 
allowed  to  report  itself  before  the  last  day  of  September. 
Many  more  privileges  are  promised,  as  they  may  be  required. 
Should  any  one  at  Upsal  wish  to  join  it,  he  can  do  so 
through  Assessor  Cameen  in  Stockholm,  within  that  time. 
Here  we  have  already  issued  from  30  to  40,000  shares,  and 
according  to  all  appearances  the  shares  will  be  taken  within 
the  specified  term.  The  whole  amount  will  be  50,000  dalers 
in  silver.  I  shall  probably  proceed  next  week  to  Warbergc, 
Uddewalla,  and  Stromstad,  to  select  suitable  places.  In  the 
mean  time  remember  me  to  all  good  friends. 

P.  S.  We  shall  leave  here  in  eight  days.  How  does  JDce- 
dalus,  part  vi,  get  on.  I  have  spoken  twice  with  Attorney  Liljen- 
stedt  about  Dr.  Rudbeck's*^  yachts;  he  promised  to  do  his 
very  best,  and  said  that  he  has  already  several  times  made 
application  for  them. 


DOCUMENT  74. 
SA^^DENBOEa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

I  sent  you  a  few  lines  from  Carlscrona,  and 
have  now  come  to  Brunsbo,  where  I  intend  to  remain  till 
Christmas;  here  I  can  correspond  with  you  from  a  shorter 
distance.  When  I  came  here,  I  found  that  my  dear  father 
had  gone  to  Lund,  on  account  of  the  Consistory.  I  wish  all 
may  turn  out  well.  He  had  no  permission  to  travel;  yet  I 
hope  that  his  business  and  his  good  friends  will  shield  him 
from  blame. -{-     I  hear   that  little  brother  Eric^^  has  gone  to 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  130.  No.  VI,  in  the  Appendix 
to  Atterbom's  "Siare  och  Skalder,"  p.  108;  and  Letter  20  in  Mr.  White's 
"New  Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  115, 

f  This  seems  to  refer  to  an  order  of  Charles  XII  that  no  one  should 
wait  upon  him  at  Lund,  unless  he  had  previously  received  pennission. 
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Upsal  and  caught  the  small-pox;  I  should  he  very  sorry  if  any 
harm  hefell  him  in  consequence.  I  long  to  hear  of  liis  recove- 
ry. His  vivacity  is  very  much  against  his  hearing  it  long; 
but  it  rests  with  God  to  change  it. 

I  am  writing  to  Mons.  Yassenius, ''•''  which  I  could  not  do 
before,  as  I  did  not  know  where  he  was.  I  should  like  to  he 
able  to  do  something  in  the  matter  of  the  stipendium 
dujjilex,  and  of  anything  else  in  his  favour;  hut  the  diffi- 
culty is  simply  this:  if  one  presents  anything  to  His  Majesty 
which  does  not  properly  belong  to  his  office,  he  knows 
what  answer  he  will  get;  again,  if  any  one  were  asked 
to  present  it,  it  would  have  to  be  Secretary  Cederholra, 
who  will  do  nothing.  The  Councillor  of  Commerce  [Polhem] 
has  applied  for  twenty  things,  and  has  only  obtained  a 
decision  in  the  matter  of  the  salt  works.  I  myself  have  not 
spoken  to  His  Majesty  more  than  twice,  and  then  it  was  only 
some  nonsense  about  mathematics,  riddles  in  algebra,  etc. 
On  account  of  the  Councillor  of  Commerce  I  have  tried  very 
earnestly  not  to  obtain  this  grace  more  frequently;  should  I 
anywhere  else  have  occasion  to  speak  to  him  alone,  I  will 
try  to  accorai:)lish  something.  Meanwhile,  I  have  done  what 
I  could  in  Mons.  Vassenius' ''^  lavour,  and  have  secured  him 
the  good  graces  of  Polhem,  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  and 
of  my  father. 

Present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Prof.  Valerius,'^ 
as  well  as  to  sister  Anna.'^  I  remain,  honoured  and  dear 
brother, 

Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedbekg. 
Brunsbo,  December,  1717. 


DOCUMENT  75. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS  * 

Most  honoured  friend  and  brother, 

Enclosed  I  send  you  something  which  I 
found  time  to  write  at  Brunsbo;  it  is  a  new  method  of  cal- 
culation, of  which  I  received  a  hint  while  I  was  at  Lund, 
His  Majesty  is  much  interested  in  this  kind  of  calculation, 
and  has  himself  prepared  characters,  names,  and  rules  for  a 
method;  but  in  it  there  was  no  turn  until  64.  I  have  two 
sheets  which  he  himself  wrote  on  this  subject,  which  shall 
belong  to  the  Library.  The  present  method  goes  to  8  before 
it  turns;  and  could  it  be  introduced  into  use,  it  would  be  of 
great  practical  advantage.  The  example  proves  this.  It  is 
to  be  left  with  Prof.  Valerius''^  for  inspection  first;  and  then  to 
be  printed  in  octavo.  I  have  also  another  work  in  octavo, 
which  may  be  joined  to  it.  As  I  find  leisure  here  at  Brunsbo, 
I  shall  write  down  sometliing  which  I  will  send  you,  and 
which  I  think  will  please  the  public.  I  have  something 
ready  for  two  posts.  If  Mons.  Vassenius^^  will  take  the  trouble 
to  read  the  proof-sheets,  I  will  find  some  opportunity  of 
serving  him  in  return.  Such  opportunities  may  frequently 
occur.  My  dear  father  is  still  at  Lund.  He  is  about  to 
argue  his  "Shibboleth,"  and  has  perhaps  done  so  already. 
Sandell-j-  has  obtained  the  pastorate  of  Hedemora,    and   one 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  131.  No.  VII,  in  the  Appendix 
to  Atterbom's  "Siare  och  Skalder,"  p.  110.  Letter  21,  in  Mr.  White's  "New 
Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  116. 

-}-  Andreas  Sandell,  the  father  of  Samuel  Sandels,  the  Councillor  of  INIines, 
who  dehvered  the  eulogium  on  Emanuel  Swedenborg  before  the  Academy 
of  Sciences.  Sandell  had  been  Dean  of  the  Swedish  Churches  in  America 
for  eighteen  years. 
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named  Samuel  Hesselius  is  to  travel  in  his  stead.  You  will 
please  excuse  my  haste;  I  have  some  commissions  to  attend 
to  during  the  fair.  Meanwhile  I  wish  you  a  happy  new  year, 
and  much  pleasure  and  joy.  With  my  remembrances  to  sister 
Anna/  and  little  brother  Eric/^  I  remain,  honoured  and  dear 
brother, 

Your  most  faithful  brother, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  January  7,  1718. 

P.  S.  If  anything  has  to  be  corrected  in  the  preface,  I 
wish  you  would  undertake  the  trouble,  and  help  me,  in  honour, 
as  you  have  done  before. 

As  to  the  salt-works,  something  will  certainly  come  out  of 
them,  unless  self-interest,  which  is  already  beginning  to  show 
itself,  rule  too  strongly.  It  is  to  be  regretted.  I  yield  as  far 
as  I  can;  and  I  think  of  withdrawing  from  the  affair  entirely, 
that  no  blame  may  fall  on  me,  in  case  it  go  on  lamely  and 
slowly.  Meanwhile  I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  rest  on  a 
good  foundation,  unless  Polhem  be  as  well  supported  as  he 
thinks  he  ought  to  be.  The  salt  can  be  made  tolerably  good, 
quite  as  good  as  that  from  Liineburg — useful  for  cooking  pur- 
poses.    More  some  other  time. 
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DOCUMENT  76. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS  * 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

As  I  had  some  leisure  hours  here  at  Bininsbo, 
I  have  prepared  an  Art  of  the  Rules  (Begel-konst)f  or  Algebra 
in  Swedish ;  and  although  I  had  no  book  or  other  help 
at  hand,  I  have  tried  to  make  it  as  easy  and  concise  as 
possible;  it  will  probably  not  exceed  six  sheets  in  print.  I 
was  induced  to  write  it  chiefly  because  so  many  in  Lund  and 
Stockholm  have  begun  to  study  algebra,  and  because  I  have 
been  requested  by  others  to  prepare  it;  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  of  service  to  the  public.  I  should  like  very  much  that  it 
might,  with  your  usual  care,  be  sent  to  press,  in  octavo  like 
the  last  work  which  I  sent  over  to  you,  so  as  to  form  a 
volume.  I  have  still  enough  left  for  the  Dcedalus.  It  would 
be  well  to  have  it  done  in  a  handsome  style,  even  in  a  more 
handsome  one  than  the  "Second  Fundamental  Principle " 
(Andra  Orundiualilen).\.  As  to  the  expenses,  they  shall  be 
met,  as  required.  Is  there  any  one  at  Upsal,  skilled  in 
algebra,  who  could  read  the  proof-sheets?  for  he  who  under- 
takes it  must  have  some  knowledge  of  the  subject;  whenever 
there  is  an  opportunity  he  shall  be  repaid.  Can  it  be  true 
that  Bishop  Gezelius  has  received  orders  to  present  clergymen 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No  132.  Letter  22  in  Mr.  White's 
"New  Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  125. 

f  Regelkonsten  forfattadt  i  tjo  BokJcer,  &c.  Algebra  in  ten  sections, 
by  Emanuel  Swedberg,  Upsal,  1718,  8vo,  135  pages.  A  comprehensive 
review  of  this  w^ork  appeared  in  the  "Acta  Literaria  Suecise"  Vol.  I,  pp.  126 
to  134,  and  also  in  the  "Neuere  Zeitungen  von  Gelehrten  Sachen  auf  das 
Jahr  1722,"  Leipzig,  Vol.  I,  p.  378. 

^  See  Note  to  Document  72. 
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and  others  in  his  diocese,  and  also  to  fill  up  vacant  professor- 
ships? Recommendations  from  the  Councillor  of  Commerce 
[Polliem]  and  some  others  might  in  tliis  case  be  of  use  and  of 
weight  with  the  parties  concerned. 

Could  there  not  be  a  little  more  delay  in  sending  out  the 
contents  of  the  Dmialus ;  I  should  much  prefer  that  something 
more  mature  should  appear  first,  something  which  I  have  in 
hand  at  present,  and  which  only  needs  time  and  disposition 
[for  its  completion];  some  of  the  things  for  the  Dwdalus 
have  been  done  wdthout  sufficient  thought;  these  I  should 
like  to  replace  wdth  others.  Towards  spring  I  intend  to  have 
some  of  these  things  quite  ready — but  of  these  anon. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  two  letters,  one  inclosed 
in  my  dear  father's,  and  the  other  in  Magister  Varolin's,  but 
the  one  which  was  sent  by  the  person  from  Gottenburg  I 
have  not  seen;  he  has  probably  taken  it  on  further. 

I  have  heard  nothing  about  the  salt  spring  in  Soderman- 
land;  I  should  like  to  have  some  additional  information 
respecting  it,  especially  whether  there  is  any  forest  in  the 
neighbourhood,  within  two  [Swedish]  miles.  I  have  seen  and 
tested  the  waters  from  Finland,  but  besides  the  springs  being 
close  to  the  sea,  there  is  no  forest  or  peat  near:  they  are  also 
weak,  containing  only  half  a  loth  [^  oz]  in  the  pound  (i.  e.  half  a 
lotli  in  32  loths  of  water);  however  those  in  Germany  are  not 
much  stronger.  The  sea  brine  is  strongest  at  Stromstad,  or  in 
the  province  of  Bohus,  as  in  the  winter  it  is  charged  with  two 
Joths  (i.  e.  it  contains  two  lotlis  of  salt  in  thirty-two  loths 
of  water).  In  Smaland  also  I  know  of  a  salt  spring,  but  in 
that  neighbourhood  likewise  there  is  no  wood;  I  mean  to  learn 
something  more  about  the  one  in  Sodermanland.  I  hope  the 
salt-work  will  go  on  well,  if  self-interest  does  not  obtain  too 
strung  a  hand  in  it. 

There  is  nothing  certain  respecting  the  Avarm  spring  which 
it  was  thought  might  be  found  in  Westergyllen.  The  circum- 
stances are  these :  When  I  was  travelling  on  business  to  Gielle, 
the  estate  of  Governor  Hardz,  I  had  a  countryman  with 
me,  whom  I  asked  about  all  kinds  of  springs,  and  amongst 
them,  about  salt  springs  and  hot  springs.  He  said  that  a  soldier 
living   in   the    next   parish   had   told   him    of  a  spring  in   the 

19"- 
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neighbourhood  which  was  boiling  hot.  I  objected,  that  he  had 
meant  some  of  the  springs  abroad;  but  he  answered  that  it 
was  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood;  this  he  repeated  and 
warranted.  As  it  was  some  distance  to  this  soldier,  I  did 
not  follow  it  up,  but  charged  Dr..  Hesselius'^'^  to  do  so,  who 
has  not  yet  inquired  about  it.  It  may  possibly  be  true,  but 
who  has  even  heard  of  it  at  Upsal? 

With  regard  to  the  building  [of  the  dock]  at  Carlscrona 
it  has  not  gone  on  altogether  as  expected;  yet  no  doubt  is 
entertained  that  what  was  intended  is  still  intended,  although 
there  is  some  hitch  about  it. 

Our  dear  father  has  not  yet  returned  home;  but  he  is  ex- 
pected to-day  or  to-morrow,  when  we  shall  hear  much  news. 
He  seems  to  have  been  well  received  by  His  Majesty;  he 
dined  with  him  three  times,  and  preached  before  him  on 
the  second  Sunday  in  Advent;  he  also  conversed  with  him 
many  times.  He  preached  also  at  Malmo,  when  the  people 
nearly  tore  the  church  asunder.  Upon  his  return  to  Lund  he 
conversed  with  the  King  again,  and  received  orders  to  argue 
his  "  Shibboleth "  in  a  public  disputation ;  many  opposed 
it,  but  it  nevertheless  took  place.  It  is  not  yet  known  how 
it  turned  out,  but  we  hope  well.  The  King  had  Hjarne's^^ 
scurrilous  pubhcation  against  him,  which  our  dear  father 
received  from  him  as  a  loan.  What  ought  to  be  done  with 
this  Hjarne?^^  Should  he  be  allowed  to  make  such  a  scan- 
dalous personal  attack?  If  he  had  only  attacked  the  subject 
itself,  and  supported  it  with  arguments — but  he  makes  a 
personal  attack  and  uses  [foul]  language!  I  read  through  his 
Chemistry,  and  found  that  he  is  but  very  little  grounded  in 
the  principles  upon  which  chemistry  is  founded.  Yet  more 
some  other  time. 

With  kind  remembrances  to  sister  Anna,  I  remain. 

Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 

EMAi\\    SWEDBEEG. 

Brunsbo,  January  14,  1718. 


DOCUMENT  77. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS  * 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

By  the  last  post  I  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive your  letter,  with  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Prof. 
Elfvius.  God  grant  him  peace  and  rest;  I  think  it  was  his 
own  wish.  In  the  advice  which  you  so  kindly  gave  me  about 
becoming  his  successor,  I  recognize  most  gratefully  your  kind- 
ness and  good-will;  and  as  I  know  that  no  one  of  my  rela- 
tives has  ever  entertained  such  kind  wishes  towards  me  as 
you,  I  recognize  the  same  good-will  in  the  present  matter. 
The  arguments  you  adduce  are  very  good,  yet  on  the  other 
side  I  can  also  muster  some  very  strong  arguments;  as  for 
instance,  1.  I  already  have  an  honourable  post;  2.  In  this 
post  I  can  be  of  use  to  my  country,  and  indeed  of  more 
practical  use  than  in  the  other  position;  3.  I  thus  decline 
a  faculty  which  does  not  agree  with  my  tastes  and  my  turn 
of  mind,  by  both  of  which  I  am  led  to  mechanics,  and 
will  be  in  future  to  chemistry;  and  our  College  is  noted  for 
having  assessors  who  know  very  little  on  these  subjects;  for 
this  reason  I  will  endeavour  to  supply  this  deficiency,  and  I 
hope  that  my  labours  in  this  direction  will  be  as  profitabk;  to 
them,  as  their  own  may  be  in  another;  I  trust  also  that  no  one 
will  judge  me  unworthy  of  my  office.  With  regard  to  envy,  this 
is  more  a  matter  of  laughter  to  me  than  of  apprehension;  for 
I  have  always  striven  to  cause  myself  to  be  envied,  and  in 
the  future  I  shall  perhaps  become  a  still  greater  object  of 
envy.  The  only  argument  which  would  induce  me  to  follow  your 

*  BenzeUus'   Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  133.     Letter  23  in  Mr.  White's 
"New  Churcliman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  125. 
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suggestion  would  be,  that  I  might  be  with  you,  and  enjoy  one 
or  two  years'  leisure  to  put  my  thoughts  on  paper,  which  I 
have  some  difficulty  in  doing  now:  but  I  will  certainly  never 
apply  to  the  Consistory  and  the  Rector  in  writing,  for, 
did  they  not  accede  to  my  application,  I  should  be  under 
the  disadvantage  of  having  sought  to  be  relieved  of  an 
honourable  post,  from  which  I  shall  in  time  derive  more 
profit,  than  simply  the  promise  of  being  allowed  to  enjoy  it 
to  the  end  of  my  life ;  moreover,  I  should  be  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  having  declared  myself  unfit  for  my  present  position. 
Should  the  Academy  consider  me  qualified  for  their  position, 
they  may  take  all  necessary  steps  without  my  application ;  but 
if  they  do  not  consider  me  qualified,  I  am  indifferent  about  it. 
I  thank  you  a  thousand  times  for  your  well  intended  kindness ; 
I  shall  never  be  happier  than  in  being  near  you,  so  as  to  have 
more  frequently  the  opportunity  of  doing  what  is  pleasant 
to  you. 

As  to  your  having  thought  it  advisable  to  delay  for  a 
while  the  publication  of  the  new  method  of  reckoning,  for  the 
reasons  you  have  named,  I  did  not  at  first  comprehend  your 
meaning,  and  it  was  certainly  some  discouragement  to  me  in 
a  matter  I  had  in  hand,  to  find  that  my  mathematical 
discoveries  were  considered  as  novelties  which  the  country 
could  not  stand.  I  wish  I  had  some  more  of  these  novel- 
ties, aye,  a  novelty  in  literary  matters  for  every  day  in 
the  year,  so  that  the  world  might  find  pleasure  in  them. 
There  are  enough  in  one  century  who  plod  on  in  the  old 
beaten  track,  while  there  are  scarcely  six  or  ten  in  a  whole 
century,  who  are  able  to  generate  novelties  which  are  based 
upon  argument  and  reason.  But  I  afterwards  perceived  that 
you  meant  those  matters  concerning  the  revolution  in  coinage 
and  currency.  That  is  a  different  thing.  Still,  I  know  that 
I  have  not  proposed  anything  that  can  occasion  the  slight- 
est inconvenience  to  the  country.  The  only  thing  I  have 
pushed  is  the  scheme  for  the  salt-work,  which  I  maintain 
would  be  more  useful  to  the  country  than  any  other  pro- 
position in  the  world,  and  which  is  more  feasible  than  is 
generally  supposed,  as  may  be  seen  from  what  follows.  1.  There 
are  above  thirty  salt-pans  in  Stromstad  which  have  been  in  use 
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for  a  hundred  years.  2.  These  have  been  used  with  advantage 
for  making  salt,  a  ton  of  salt  with  a  cord  of  wood  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  3.  In  prosperous  times  this  quantity  has  been  sold 
for  four  and  a  half  dalers  in  copper,  and  has  left  some  profit. 
4.  Bohuslan  and  part  of  Dahl  use  no  other  salt.  5.  There  have 
been  salt-works  in  other  places,  as  inGulwarsberg,  Count  Asche- 
berg's  estate,  now  laid  waste  by  the  enemy.  6.  Salt-works  are 
carried  on  with  advantage  in  Scotland,  and  that  country  uses  no 
other  salt;  the  water  there  is  similar  to  our  water  at  Strom- 
stad.  7.  There  are  salt-works  at  Liineburg  and  many  other 
places  in  Germany;  the  springs  of  which  are  weaker  than  our 
sea  water.  8.  Should  there  not  be  a  sufficiency  of  wood,  peat 
may  be  used,  which  will  not  fail;  in  Holland  and  Scotland 
salt  is  boiled  with  this  fuel.  9.  Count  Oxenstierna  said  that 
he  was  willing  to  forfeit  ail  his  other  merits,  if  he  could  have 
the  satisfaction  of  providing  Sweden  with  salt  in  time  of  war. 
I  find  therefore  nothing  chimerical  in  this  undertaking,  although 
it  was  begun,  and  is  now  prosecuted,  in  a  wrong  way.  If  I 
w'ere  allow-ed  to  take  it  in  hand,  its  advantages  would  soon 
appear.  God  grant  that  all  other  propositions  made  were  of 
the  same  sort,  no  subject  would  then  suffer  any  injury  by 
them  ;  not  even  though  a  few  persons  should  calculate 
differently,  and  I  know  not  whether  any  will  do  so. 

As  the  King  has  already  approved  of  the  calculation  based 
on  number  eight,  you  must  be  so  good  as  not  to  create  any  diffi- 
culties, that  may  prevent  its  publication.  I  have  five  littlo 
treatises  which  I  desire  to  lay  before  my  friends:  one,  which 
I  have  finished  to-day,  is  on  the  round  particles,  in  which 
Dr.  Roberg^"  will  probably  be  interested,  for  he  is  well  skilled 
in  all  that  concerns  these  least  things,  and  is  delighted 
with  such  subjects,  I  will  send  this  from  Orebro  or  Starbo, 
where  I  shall  go  to  to-morrow  to  transact  some  business  cour 
nected  with  the  Skinskatteberg  furnace. 

AVitli  my  best  remembrances  to  sister  Anna,  I  remain, 
honoured  and  dear  brother 

Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servuut, 

EmAN.    SwEDBJiliG. 

Brunsbo,  January  21,  1718. 
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P.  S.  With  regard  to  my  money,  you  will  please  to  call 
for  the  pldtar  at  the  treasury-office,  as  I  require  them  for  the 
printing;  in  case  they  should  not  be  there,  I  consider  a  ;pldt 
worth   3  currency  bills  (mynttecken)  or  9  dalers  in  stivers. 

P.  S.  Our  dear  father  has  returned  home  from  his  jour- 
ney; he  has  many  things  to  tell,  and  also  a  number  of 
wholesome  truths  which  he  told  the  King.  With  regard  to 
the  venison,  my  father  sent  a  messenger  at  once  to  Governor 
Fock  about  some  which  has  been  promised,  and  which  Mo- 
relius  will  send  over  to  XJpsal  by  the  first  messenger. 


DOCUMENT  78. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  send  you  something  new  in  Physics,  upon 
the  particles  of  air  and  water,  proving  them  to  be  round, 
which  may  militate  against  the  philosophy  of  many;  but 
as  I  base  my  theory  upon  experience  and  geometry,  I  do  not 
expect  that  any  one  can  refute  it  by  arguments.  Preconceived 
ideas  received  from  Descartes  and  others  will  be  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  it,  and  wdll  cause  objections.  Dr.  Roberg,^''  who, 
in  everything  that  is  minute  and  subtle  is  himself  subtle,  is 
best  able  to  judge  respecting  it:  if  you  would  therefore  be 
kind  enough  to  leave  this  with  him,  I  should  like  to  hear  his 
opinion.  If  Prof.  Valerius''^  w^ould  lay  aside  his  own  and  his 
father's  Cartesianism,  his  opinion  would  also  be  valuable  to 
me.  I  have  materials  enough  on  this  subject  to  fill  a  large 
book,  as  is  done  by  the  learned  with  their  speculations  abroad, 
but  as  we  have  no  appliances  here  for  such  large  publica- 
tions, I  must  cut  my  coat  according  to  the  cloth,  and  intro- 
duce only  the  most  general  views.     The  use  of  this  seems  to 

*  BenzeHus'  CoUection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  134.     Letter  24  in  Mr.  AVhite's 
"New  Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  137. 


Doc.  78.]  SWEDENBOBG  TO  BENZELIUS.  297 

lue  to  oiiiible  us  more  thoroughly  to  investigate  the  nature  of 
air  and  water  in  all  its  parts:  for  if  the  true  shape  of  the 
particles  is  once  discovered,  we  obtain  with  it  all  the  pro- 
perties which  belong  to  such  a  shape.  I  hope  that  this 
rests  on  a  solid  foundation.  In  future  1  should  not  like  to 
publish  anything  which  has  not  better  ground  to  rest  upon 
than  the  former  things  in  the  Dcedahis.  I  should  like  this 
to  appear  separately,  although  likewise  in  quarto.  The  papers 
of  Polhem,  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  and  the  articles  on 
mechanics,  I  will  leave  for  the  Dcedalus, 

With  respect  to  the  professorship  at  Upsal  I  expressed  my 
thoughts  to  you  from  Brunsbo,  and  I  hope  you  will  kindly 
receive  them.  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  be  as  useful  in  the 
post  which  has  been  entrusted  to  me,  and  also  to  secure  to 
myself  as  many  advantages;  my  present  position  being  only  a 
step  to  a  higher  one,  while  at  Upsal  I  should  have  nothing 
more  to  expect;  moreover,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  King 
would  like  me  to  give  up  my  present  position.  With  regard 
to  the  College,  I  will  try  most  diligently  to  make  myself 
at  home  in  mechanics,  physics,  and  chemistry,  and,  at  all 
events,  to  lay  a  proper  foundation  for  everything,  when 
I  hope  no  one  will  have  any  longer  a  desire  to  charge  me 
with  having  entered  the  College  as  one  entirely  unworthy;  still 
I  have  no  desire,  either,  to  be  called  legis  considtissinms  [i.  e. 
the  one  most  versed  in  the  law]. 

The  new  method  of  calculation  I  intend  for  the  learned; 
and  I  hope  you  will  order  it  to  be  printed.  I  take  all  re- 
sponsibility upon  myself,  and  assure  you  that  nothing  of  this 
kind  will  be  prohibited.  The  King  has  full  power  in  every- 
thing that  concerns  law,  war,  and  taxes,  but  none  whatever  in 
what  concerns  words,  language,  and  calculation.  We  have 
great  cause  to  be  wearied  with  all  the  "innovations"  that 
happen.  Would  to  God  that  no  innovations  had  taken  place 
with  our  currency,  but  only  with  the  method  of  reckoning 
it — then  our  country  would  have  been  better  oft".  Good  Lord! 
what  extraordinary  regulations  have  been  issued  with  regard 
to  the  slijuts  [i.  e.  the  relays  furnished  by  the  Swedish  peasants]; 
the  like  of  it  has  never  been  heard  of.  If  this  had  not 
been    done    with    a    view    to    encourage    the   regular    posting 
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vehicles  in  Sweden,  I  should  entertain  different  thoughts  about 
it.  The  first  thing  I  will  do,  will  be  to  procure  myself  a  horse 
and  sledge,  and  for  each  journey  a  barrel  of  oats  in  the 
sledge,  and  the  first  one  I  meet  I  will  ask  for  a  share  of  his 
provisions.  I  have  not  the  least  desire  to  pay  twenty-seven 
dalers  in  copper,  for  a  sledge  and  a  driver  to  the  next  inn 
on  the  road  to  Upsal,  two  Swedish  miles  from  Stockholm. 

I  arrived  here  at  Starbo*^'^  last  night,  but  found  no  one  at 
home.  Brother  Lars^  and  sister  Hedwig^  are  at  the  fair.  I 
came  here  to  confer  about  the  Skinskatteberg  property,  which 
my  brothers  and  sisters  intend  to  dispose  of  to  one  Jonas 
Alilgren  for  32,000  dalers  in  copper,  on  condition  of  his  paying 
6000  dalers  a  year;  which  is  an  agreement  I  am  also  willing  to 
enter  into,  as  iron  has  a  fixed  price,  viz.  32  dalers.  If  I  find 
that  I  cannot  draw  any  money  from  the  furnace,  I  shall  try 
to  obtain  it  elsewhere.  A  thousand  kind  remembrances  to 
sister  Anna. 

Your  most  faithful  brother, 
E.  S. 
Starbo,  January  30,  1718. 

P.  S.  Morelius  sent  a  messenger  to  Wenersborg  to  fetch 
a  buck  which  was  promised  by  the  Governor  there,  and  which 
shall  be  forwarded  to  you  by  the  messenger.  I  had  intended 
to  send  off'  this  letter  by  the  last  post,  but  was  prevented. 
Meanwhile  Dr.  Rudbeck*^*  has  come  here,  which  affords  me 
an  opportunity  of  sending  it  over  to  you.  If  postage  is  to 
be  so  frightfully  raised  as  they  say,  we  shall  be  obliged  to 
take  leave  of  our  friends  and  customers.  I  had  the  honour 
to  receive  your  letter.  I  thank  you  for  having  sent  my 
Algebra  to  press.  If  Mr.  Hasselbom^^  would  be  kind  enough 
to  see  that  all  the  numbers  are  correct,  it  would  be  most 
acceptable.  I  know  that  many  will  be  interested  in  it  who 
have  turned  their  minds  to  algebra.  I  have  three  or  four 
other  small  matters  on  hand,  which  are  short  and  may  appear 
next  spring;  I  will  then  stop  for  some  time,  to  see  what  will 
be  thought  of  them. 

*  See  Document  130. 


DOCUMENT  79. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS  * 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  send  something  new  in  physics  by  brother 
Rudbeck;*^  but  do  not  know  whether  it  will  arrive  before  this 
letter.  It  treats  of  the  smallest  round  particles,  or  of  air 
and  wind.  I  believe  that  it  will  be  acceptable  abroad.  I 
have  also  several  other  matters,  and  among  them  a  more 
thorough  explanation  of  the  method  of  finding  the  longitude  of 
places;  in  the  calculation  of  which  I  have  gradually  acquired 
greater  facility. 

I  received  to-day  a  letter  from  the  Councillor  of  Commerce 
[Polhem]  at  "Wenersborg,  in  which  he  presses  and  urges  me 
to  journey  thither.  He  has  now  received  the  order  that  the 
locks  are  to  be  built,  and  that  the  navigation  between  the 
Baltic  and  North  Sea  is  to  be  through  the  lakes  of  Wener 
and  Wetter  to  Norkoping,  at  His  Majesty's  private  expense. 
There  is  therefore  considerable  work  ahead,  but  I  shall 
have  to  stay  here  for  two  weeks  yet.  Then,  with  your  leave, 
I  will  come  as  fast  as  possible  to  Upsal,  in  order  to  see 
through  the  press  what  I  have  in  hand.  The  Councillor  of 
Commerce  writes,  that  the  King  wonders  and  expresses  dis- 
satisfaction at  my  not  going  on  with  the  Dmlalus  as  before. 
I  should  Hke  very  much  to  take  something  down  with  me 
which  will  please  the  King.  Let  nothing  interfere  with  my 
new  method  of  calculation;  it  may  be  very  useful  for  those 
who  desire  to  use  it;  I  take  the  whole  responsibility  upon 
myself. 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  135.  No.  VIII,  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  Atterbom's  "Siare  och  Skalder,"  p.  111.  Letter  25,  in  Mr.  White's 
"New  Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  p.  138. 
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I  wish  to  put  down  a  few  memoranda,  on  which  I  should 
like  to  get  your  opinion  and  your  answer  when  I  come  to 
Upsal:  1.  I  think  of  dedicating  the  little  treatise  wliich  Dr. 
Rudbeck*^  takes  with  him,  to  Abbe  Bignon,^'  abroad,  and 
the  other  about  the  longitude  to  Edward  Halley,^^  Oxford, 
who  has  also  done  something  in  this  subject;  2.  That  this  be 
done  in  pure  Swedish,  and  that  I  make  a  translation  of  both, 
and  thus  send  them  over;  I  hope  that  by  so  doing  I  may 
gain  the  favour  of  some  one;  3.  Whether  in  the  place  of  the 
professorship  of  the  late  Elfvius,  another  might  not  be  es- 
tablished for  the  benefit  of  the  Swedish  language;  4.  Whether 
Magister  Unge^  might  not  be  promoted  thereby  to  something. 

I  shall  write  further  some  other  time;  I  am  prevented  at 
present  from  doing  so. 

I  remain 

Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg. 
Starbo/^  February,  1718. 


DOCUMENT  80. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

Some  time  has  elapsed  since  I  wrote  to  you. 
The  delay  is  in  proportion  to  the  distance,  and  the  rise  in  the 
postage;  yet  I  hope  that  your  confidence  remains  as  before. 
We  are  now  daily  occupied  in  bringing  the  first  lock  to 
completion,  which  cannot,  however,  be  done  before  Michaelmas. 
The  expenses  are  small  beyond  all  expectation,  because  the 
whole  ,work  is  of  timljer.  Yet  it  is  built  so  as  to  last  a 
long    time,   and   any  part  which  gives    way   can    be    repaired 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  136.  No.  IX,  in  the  Aiii^endix 
to  Atterbom's  "Siare  och  Skalder",  p.  112.  Letter  26,  in  Mr.  White's  "New 
Churchman,-'  Vol.  2,  p.  138. 
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without  renewing  the  whole  structure.  I  am  trying  to  prev;iil 
upon  the  Councillor  of  Commerce  to  appoint  one  or  two 
persons  to  superintend  the  work;  and  as  I  think  Messrs. 
Wassenius^^  and  Hasselbom'''  would  like  such  an  appointment, 
I  have  proposed  them;  they  may  count  upon  twenty  dalers  in 
silver  per  month,  as  long  as  the  work  continues.  The  principal 
inducement  for  them  would  be  to  acquire  practice  in  mechanics, 
and  to  stand  a  better  chance  of  promotion.  If  you  would 
please  to  let  them  know  this,  they  would  perhaps  communicate 
to  me  their  ideas  in  writing.  I  should  like  to  be  able  to 
advance  their  interests  some  other  way;  this  would  be  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  me. 

It  seems  to  me  there  is  but  little  reward  for  the  trouble 
of  advancing  the  cause  of  science;  partly  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  funds,  Avhich  prevents  our  going  as  far  into  it  as  we 
ought,  and  partly  also  on  account  of  the  jealousy  Avhich  is 
excited  against  those  who  busy  themselves  more  than  other 
persons  with  a  given  subject.  Whenever  a  country  leans  towards 
barbarism,  it  is  vain  for  one  or  two  persons  to  try  to  keep  it 
upright. 

.  Baron  Gortz'^^  has  passed  twice  through  this  place,  and 
inspected  the  work  at  the  locks,  over  which  he  is  chief. 
When  he  returned,  he  was  met  by  the  French  ambassador, 
and  they  had  two  days'  conversation  together.  Afterwards 
the  former  went  to  Aland,  and  the  latter  to  his  former  residence 
at  Lund.  Some  persons  of  his  suite  gave  assurances  in  the 
town  that  we  should  have  peace  in  a  short  time,  and  that 
we  had  better  terms  and  conditions  to  expect  than  is  generally 
supposed.  0!  utinani  ne  siih  nielle  lateard  ....  {Would,  that 
under  the  honey  there  were  not  concealed  ....!) 

His  Majesty  examined  also  Trollhatta,  and  I  had  the 
favour  of  conversing  much  with  him.  I  did  not  offer  him  my 
"Art  of  the  Rules,"  and  my  "Attempt  to  find  the  Longitude," 
further  than  by  leaving  them  upon  his  table,  when  he  sat  and 
perused  them  for  a  considerable  time.  ]\Iany  wonderful  tales  arc 
reported  about  us  in  the  neighbourhood;  among  other  things 
they  say  that  we  stopped  up  the  Trollhatta  Falls  at  the  moment 
the  King  was  there.  Such  unbounded  confidence  they  have 
in  art. 
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How  is  Prof.  Valerius'^  doing  now?  God  grant  that  I 
may  hear  of  his  health  and  prosperity!  "With  a  thousand 
kind  remembrances  to  Anna,^  to  Count  Morner,'^  and  little 
brother  Eric,^^  I  remain 

Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedbeeg. 

"Wenersborg,  the  end  of  June,  1718. 


DOCUMENT  81. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  welcome  letter  reached  me  in  Strom- 
stadt;  it  had  come  after  me  to  Wenersborg  and  Stromstadt, 
and  therefore  I  could  not  answer  it  sooner.  I  have  been 
twice  at  Stromstadt,  and  I  shall  have  probably  to  go  there 
soon  again.  I  found  His  Majesty  most  gracious  towards  me; 
much  more  so  than  I  had  any  reason  to  expect,  which  I  re- 
gard as  a  good  omen.  Count  Morner''^  also  showed  me  all 
the  favour  that  I  could  wish. 

Every  day  I  had  some  mathematical  matters  for  His 
Majesty,  who  deigned  to  be  pleased  with  all  of  them.  When 
the  eclipse  took  place,  I  took  His  Majesty  out  to  see  it, 
and  talked  much  to  him  about  it.  This,  however,  is  a  mere 
beginning.  I  hope  in  time  to  be  able  to  do  something  in  this 
quarter  for  the  advancement  of  science ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
bring  anything  forward  now,  except  what  is  of  immediate  use. 
His  Majesty  found  considerable  fault  with  me  for  not  having 
continued  my  Doedalus,  but  I  pleaded  want  of  means;  of 
which  he  does  not  like  to  hear.  I  expect  some  assistance  for 
it  very  soon. 

With    respect   to   brother   Esberg,^''   I  will    see    that    he 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  137.  No.  X,  in  the  Appendix 
to  Atterbom's   "Siare  och  Skalder,"  p.  114. 
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gets  some  employment  at  the  locks;  but  nothing  can  be  done 
before  next  spring.  If  he  meamvhile  studies  mathematics  well, 
and  begins  to  make  models,  it  will  be  perhaps  of  use  to  him. 
I  wish  very  much  that  little  brother  Ericus^^  was  grown  up. 
I  beheve  that  next  spring,  if  everything  remain  as  it  is,  I 
shall  begin  the  building  of  a  lock  myself,  and  shall  have  my 
own  command ;  in  which  case  I  hope  to  be  of  service  to  one 
or  the  other.  I  receive  only  three  dalers  a  day  at  present  at 
the  canal  works;  but  I  hope  soon  to  receive  more. 

Polhem's  eldest  daughter^^  is  betrothed  to  a  chamberlain 
of  the  King,  of  the  name  of  Manderstrom.^**  I  wonder  what 
people  will  say  about  this,  inasmuch  as  she  was  engaged  to 
me  (som  det  dr  min  hestalUng).  His  second  daughter  is  in  my 
opinion  much  prettier.  ^^ 

How  is  Prof.  Valerius?'^  I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear 
of  his  health  and  good  condition.  Remember  me  to  sister 
Anna.^     I  remain 

Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedenbokg. 
Wenersborg,  September  14,  1718. 


DOCUMENT  82. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

I  am  just  starting  for  Carlsgraf,  after  having 
been  here  about  three  weeks.  Meanwhile  I  have  seen  Dmdalus, 
part  vi,  through  the  press.  It  contains  the  following  articles : 
1.  Directions  for  pointing  mortars,  by  C.  Polhem ;  2.  An  easy 
Way  of  counting  balls,  which  are  stored  in  the  shape  of  a 
triangle,  by  Em.  Sw. ;  3.  Useful  directions  in  ship-building ; 
4.  A  proof  that  our  vital  nature  consists  of  small  tremulations, 

*  BenzeHus'  Collection,   Vol.  XL,  No.  138.     No.  XI,  in  the  Appendix 
to  Atterbom's  "Siare  och  Skalder,"  p.  115. 
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with  a  great  number  of  experiments ;  5.  Respecting  a  curve,  the 
secant  oi'  which  forms  right  angles  with  it.  I  have  sent  this, 
the  figures  and  letterpress,  to  His  Majesty.  As  soon  as  I 
have  an  opportunity,  I  will  send  it  over  to  you. 

By  the  first  opportunity  I  will  also  send  it  to  Vice-Pre- 
sident Hjarne^^  with  a  courteous,  but  at  the  same  time  decided, 
letter,  [warning  him]  to  stop  his  impertinencies  ;  because  it  is 
quite  possible  that  some  one  may  show  up  the  puerilities  and 
shortcomings  in  scientific  matters,  which  he  himself  has  had  the 
daring  to  pubhsh.  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  this  letter  some 
other  time. 

Our  dear  father  has  made  us  a  present  of  his  share  in 
the  mining  property.  I  wish  we  may  succeed  in  arriving  at 
an  equitable  arrangement.  Brother  Lars^  is  somewhat  un- 
pleasant towards  me.  It  would  be  well  for  him  not  to  con- 
tinue in  this  course ;  for  it  does  not  seem  proper  in  a  relative 
that  he  should  be  more  on  the  side  of  Ahlgren,*  than  on  that 
of  his  brother-in-law.  Among  all  my  brothers  and  relatives 
there  is  not  one  who  has  entertained  a  kind  feeling  towards 
me,  except  yourself;  and  in  this  I  was  confirmed  by  a  letter 
which  my  brother  wrote  to  my  father  about  my  journey 
abroad.  If  I  can  in  any  way  show  a  due  sense  of  gratitude, 
I  will  always  do  so.  Brother  Unge^  does  not  hold  his  hands 
away  from  any  one;  at  least  he  has  estranged  from  me  my 
dear  father's  and  my  dear  mother's  affections  for  the  last  four 
years ;  still  this  will  probably  not  be  to  his  advantage. 

His  Majesty  will  probably  go  to  Wenersborg,  at  the  close 
of  the  month,  to  inspect  the  army.  I  will  see  if  I  cannot  get 
leave  to  follow  [the  army]  to  Norway.  If  I  can  be  of  any 
service  there  to  my  brothers  and  sisters,  it  will  be  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  me.     I  remain 

Your  most  faithful  servant, 

Emakuel  Swedbeeg. 
Brunsbo,  October,  1718. 

*  Respecting  Jonas  Ahlgi'en,  see  Document  78. 


DOCUMENT  83. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  at 
Brunsbo,  where  I  mtend  to  remain  until  the  Christmas  holi- 
days, and  then  to  go  for  a  few  weeks  into  the  mining 
districts  and  to  Stockliolm.  Thank  God!  I  have  escaped 
the  campaign  to  Norway,  which  had  laid  a  hold  sufficiently 
strong  upon  me,  so  that  I  could  only  escape  by  dint  of 
some  intrigues.  I  was  glad  beyond  measure  to  hear  of 
your  intended  journey  hither;  I  will  by  all  means  wait  for 
you  here.  Although  our  dear  mother  makes  some  remarks 
about  the  fodder,  still  your  horses  will  be  very  well  taken  care 
of  at  Magister  Unge's,^  who  is  Rector  (iwost)  of  Filgre,  or  else 
at  the  inn  where  brother  Lundstedt^  stopped  for  two  weeks ;  I 
will  take  care  of  this.  If  my  sledge  and  furs  would  be  of 
use  for  the  journey  you  might  bring  them  with  you.  I 
have  an  idea  that  the  harness  also  is  still  there.  If  my 
muff  too  could  be  brought,  it  would  be  well.  I  should  like 
very  much  to  have  my  telescope  and  thermometers  down  here. 
They  might  be  packed  in  a  wooden  case  stuffed  with  hay.  If  it 
were  not  too  mucli  trouble,  I  would  ask  you  to  bring  them.  I 
shall  have  the  pleasure  of  showing  you  D(edalus,  part  vi,  on  your 
arrival.  With  Dcedalus,  part  vii,  I  will  wait  until  His  Majesty 
provides  the  means,  which,  I  understand,  will  be  forthcoming; 
I  have  everything  ready  [to  complete]  the  second  year.  I  have 
also  seen  through  the  press  here  my  theory  about  the  earth's 
diminishing  its  course,-}-  which  I  tried  very  hard  to  make 
pleasant  reading.     I  understand  I  shall  get  it  about  the  time 

*  Benzelius'  CoUection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  139. 

•j-  Om  Jordenes  och  Planetarnas  Gang  och  Stand  (About  the  Course 
and  Orbits  of  the  Earth  and  the  Planets),  Skara,  1718.    40  pages. 
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of  your  arrival.     Please  present  my  respects  to  Count  Morner/* 
and  remember  me  kindly  to  sister  Anna.^     I  remain 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  brother, 
Eman.  Swedberg. 
Brunsbo,  December  8,  1718. 

P.  S.     Gyllenlow,  a  redoubt  near  Frederickshall,  was  taken 
by  storm  on  the  27th  November. 

I  expect  my  sledge,  my  furs,  and  muff. 


DOCUMENT  84. 
POLHEM  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

JReverend  and  most  Learned  Librarian, 
Most  honoured  friend  and  patron, 

I  hope  the  friendship  which  we  formerly  culti- 
vated by  letter  has  not  ceased,  although  our  correspondence 
has  stopped  for  some  time.  On  these  matters  I  have  conferred 
instead  with  Assessor  Swedberg,  and  1  have  done  so  partly 
on  your  recommendation,  and  partly  because  the  Assessor  has 
a  quick  genius  for  grasping  and  ventilating  such  subjects.  We 
have  been  mutually  pleased  with  our  conference,  or  at  least 
with  our  correspondence,  but  I  am  troubled  about  its  con- 
tinuance, as  it  has  been  interrupted  for  some  time,  and  I  have 
received  three  of  my  letters,  which  I  had  written  to  him,  un- 
opened fr-om  Stockholm.  And  as  I  understand  that  he  is  pro- 
bably now  at  Upsal,  I  must  beg  you  to  offer  him  my  greeting, 
or  else  .to  send  it  to  him  by  letter  wherever  he  may  be  at 
present,  and  also  to  ask  him  to  favour  me  with  one  of  his 
welcome  letters,  which  are  so  much  the  more  acceptable  in 
our  house,  as  he  has  given  us  sufficient  cause  to  love  him  as 
our  own  son.  With  regard  to  the  work  at  the  locks,  you  are 
aware  it  is  suspended  at  present  between  the  will  of  going  on 
with  it  and  the  universal  poverty ;  for  although  several  thousand 
.    *  Polhem's  MSS.  in  the  Benzelius  Collection  at  Linkoping,  p.  385. 
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banknotes  are  in  hand  with  which  to  buikl,  yet  it  is  very 
ditticult  to  go  to  work  with  these,  so  long  as  people  doubt 
the  certainty  of  getting  these  notes  changed  into  good  silver 
coin.  Meanwhile  I  find  it  necessary  to  go  to  Stjernsund 
as  soon  as  the  famished  relay-horses  are  able  to  go.  So  God 
will,  I  shall  remain  there  until  spring,  and  then  I  shall  return 
to  the  work  at  the  locks,  as  soon  as  the  means  for  continuing 
the  work  are  found,  without  any  compulsion,  and  without  bank- 
notes, about  which  we  are  now  deliberating. 

With  many  kind  regards  to  you  and  your  family,  and  to 
my  other  friends  and  acquaintances  at  Upsal,  of  which  there 
are  now  not  many,  I  remain 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Chkistoph  Polhem. 

Carlsgraf,  April  18,  1719. 

To  the  Reverend  and  most  Learned  Librarian, 
Eric  Benzelius,  Upsal. 


DOCUMENT  85. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

A  few  days  ago  I  arrived  here  in  Stockholm, 
when  I  was  at  once  informed  by  various  persons  that  a  new 
discovery  had  been  made  in  France  affecting  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  earth,  viz.  that  our  earth  had  approached 
25,000  miles  nearer  the  sun,  and  that  they  had  written  on 
this  subject  to  the  learned  Academies.  I  should  like  very 
much,  for  better  information,  to  obtain  all  the  particulars 
respecting  it,  viz.  whether  observations  have  been  made  of  the 
sun's  diameter,  and  its  visible  increase,  or  of  the  parallaxes 
of  the  planets  and  their  supposed  displacement,  which  could 
not  fail  to  be  noticed,  in  case  we  approached  nearer  to  our 

*  BenzeKus'  CoUection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  140. 
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centre ;  for  this  could  only  show  itself  within  our  solar  vortex, 
outside  of  which  there  is  no  possibility  of  any  parallax  with 
the  sun  showing  itself,  unless  one  should  appear  which 
could  not  be  distinguished  before.  The  greatest  matter  of 
surprise  is,  that  such  a  leap  should  have  been  made  within 
one  or  two  years,  when  yet  no  comet  has  lately  hurled  itself 
into  our  larger  vortex,  nor  has  any  other  planet,  so  far  as  I 
know,  so  approached  our  terrestrial  vortex,  that  it  could  have 
forced  us  inwards.  In  case  there  have  been  some  violent 
cause  of  this  description,  we  may  presume  that  it  will  again 
recede  to  its  proper  distance,  inasmuch  as  this  always  adapts 
itself  to  the  speed  and  to  the  course,  so  that  our  phaeton  will 
again  return  to  its  proper  orbit.  It  does  not  seem  reasonable 
that  this  should  have  taken  place  in  a  natural  manner  in  so 
short  a  time,  unless  it  is  deduced  from  observations  made 
within  100  years.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  I  treated  public- 
ly a  similar  subject  about  a  year  ago,  in  my  treatise  "Con- 
cerning the  Earth's  Motion  and  Duration,"*  in  which  I 
maintain  that  the  earth  moves  more  and  more  slowly  both 
in  its  annual  and  diurnal  revolution,  from  which  it  must 
necessarily  follow,  that  it  approaches  nearer  and  nearer  to 
our  sun;  for  the  more  rapid  the  motion  and  revolution  of  the 
planets  witliin  the  solar  vortex,  the  greater  is  the  distance  to 
which  they  are  carried  from  the  centre;  but  the  slower  the 
motion,  the  more  they  are  drawn  inwards;  moreover,  it  is 
known  in  what  proportion  the  centrifugal  force  increases 
according  to  the  velocity  with  which  a  body  either  tends 
outwards  or  inwards.  Isaac  Newton's  IVincipia  treats  of  this 
subject. 

The  case  with  the  planets  is,  also,  as  if  a  long  arm  were 
made,  with  a  ball  upon  it,  which  was  free,  and  could  slide 
either  forward  or  backward  on  the  arm,  and  thus  could  move 

*  "Om  Jordenes  och  Planeternas  Gang  och  Stand,"  Skara,  1718.  (On 
the  motion  and  orbit  of  the  earth  and  the  planets;  i.  e.  some  arguments 
showing  that  the  earth  diminishes  in  its  course,  and  goes  more  slowly  than 
heretofore;  causing  winter  and  summer,  days  and  nights  to  be  longer  in 
respect  to  time,  than  heretofore).  The  date  of  this  little  book  which  on  the 
death  of  Charles  XII  was  dedicated  to  the  Crown-prince,  is  Dec.  16,  1718. 
See  also  Document  83. 
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either  out  or  in  by  the  least  force;  if,  now,  this  ball  should 
be  spun  round  very  rapidly — especially  under  water — then 
the  centrifugal  force  would  be  increased  to  such  a  degi-ee, 
that  the  ball  would  run  far  out  on  the  arm,  away  from  its  centre ; 
but  if  the  motion  should  decrease,  the  ball  would  be  drawn 
inward.  Exactly  so  is  it  with  the  planets;  if  the  first  moving 
cause  is  taken  out  of  one,  it  approaches  nearer  to  its  centre; 
but  if  it  is  increased,  it  is  thrown  far  out;  or  what  is  the 
same  thing,  the  slower  the  revolution  the  nearer  its  aiDproach 
to  the  sun,  which  theory  I  also  discuss  in  the  above-named 
treatise.  That  this,  however,  should  take  place  witliin  two  or 
three  years,  I  cannot  yet  get  into  my  head;  although  even 
our  atmosphere  itself  seems  to  indicate  a  cliange  in  the 
temperature  in  respect  to  summer  and  winter,  and  also  in 
respect  to  the  unusual  north  winds  we  now  have.  With  regard 
to  the  nature  of  motion,  if  an  examination  is  made  of  the 
degree  in  which  it  either  increases  or  decreases,  it  appears 
that  towards  the  end  motion  decreases  more  in  one  minute 
than  before  in  20;  for  instance,  if  anything  be  whirled  around, 
the  revolution  towards  the  end  diminishes  more  in  one  moment, 
than  it  did  l)efore  in  twenty;  yet  this  cannot  apply  to  our 
planet.  I  should  therefore  like  very  much  to  get  some 
further  particulars  about  this  matter. 

During  the  summer  I  took  the  necessary  leisure  to  commit 
some  things  to  paper,  Avhich  I  trust  will  be  my  last;  as 
speculations  and  arts  like  these  are  left  to  starve  in  Sweden, 
where  they  are  looked  upon  by  a  set  of  political  blockheads 
.as  scholastic  matters,  which  must  remain  in  the  background, 
while  their  own  supposed  refined  ideas  and  their  intrigues 
occupy  the  foreground. 

AVhat  I  have  in  hand  consist,  first,  of  a  miimte  de- 
scription of  our  Swedish  blasting-furnaces;  secondly,  a  theory 
or  an  investigation  into  the  nature  of  fire  and  stoves, 
where  I  have  collected  everything  I  could  gather  from  black- 
smiths, charcoal-burners,  roasters  of  ore,  superintendents  of 
iron-fumaces,  &c.,  and  upon  this  the  theory  is  based.*    I  hope 

*  Swedenborg's  theory  concerning  fire  was  published  by  him  in  Amsterdam, 
in  1721,  under  the  title:  Nova  Ohservata  et  Inventa  circa  Ferruni  et  Ignem, 
et  prcecipue  circa  naturam  Ignis  elementarem,  una  cum  nova  Camini  in- 
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also  that  the  many  discoveries  which  I  have  made  therein, 
will  in  time  prove  iiseM.  For  instance,  a  fire  may  be  made 
in  some  new  stoves  for  warming,  where  the  wood  and  coal 
which  usually  last  a  day,  will  last  six  days,  and  will  give  out 
more  heat.  Vice-President  Hjarne^^  has  approved  of  this  in 
all  its  particulars,  and  if  desired  I  can  show  the  proof  of  it. 
The  former  of  these  treatises  I  handed  in  to-day  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Mines.* 

I  have  also  written  a  little  anatomy  of  our  vital  forces, 
which,  I  mamtain,  consist  of  tremulations ;  for  this  purpose  I 
made  myself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  of  the 
nerves  and  membranes,  and  I  have  proved  the  harmony 
which  exists  between  that  and  the  interesting  geometry  of 
tremulations;  together  with  many  other  ideas,  where  I  found 
that  I  agreed  with  those  of  Baglivius.^^  The  day  before 
yesterday  I  handed  them  in  to  the  Royal  Medical  College.-J- 

ventione.  An  English  translation  of  this  work  by  Charles  E.  Strutt  was 
pubUshed  in  London,  in  1847,  under  the  following  title :  New  Observations 
and  Discoveries  resjiecting  Iron  and  Fire,  and  particularly  respecting  the 
elemental  nature  of  Fire:  together  with  a  new  construction  of  stoves. 

*  This  treatise  which  was  never  pubhshed  is  still  presented  in  the 
College  of  Mines;  it  bears  the  following  title:  Beskrlfning  ofver  Svenska 
Masugnar  och  deras  Bla,sningar  (K  Description  of  Swedish  Iron  Furnaces 
and  the  processes  of  melting  Iron).     See  Document  145. 

f  During  the  editor's  visit  to  Stockholm  in  1869  and  1870,  he  found  the 
following  enti7  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Health  (SundlieVs  Col- 
legium) for  the  years  1710-1720: — 

"October,  1719.  2.  The  Syndicus  reported  that  the  extraordinaiy  As- 
sessor of  the  Royal  College  of  Mines,  the  well-born  Emanuel  Swedenborg, 
had  submitted  to  the  College  for  examination  a  work  entitled:  Anatomi  af 
var  aldrafinaste  Katur  wisande  att  vart  rorande  och  lefwande  wcisende 
bestar  af  Contremiscentien  (Anatomy  of  our  most  subtle  nature  sho-^ing 
that  our  moving  and  h\dng  force  consists  of  tremulations).  The  College 
resolved  that  this  treatise  should  be  read  in  turn  by  all  the  assessors  of  the 
College;  and  that  afterwards  they  should  jjronounce  an  ojMnion  respecting  it." 

The  work  itself  is  not  contained  in  the  lil^rary  of  the  College,  but  a 
large  portion  of  it,  Chapters  I  to  VI,  and  ChajDter  XHI,  fiUing  46  pages 
in  4to,  is  presei-ved  in  the  Cathedi'al-library  at  Linkoping  in  Vol.  XL  of 
the  Benzehus  Collection,  No.  109.  Of  tliis  a  photo-lithographic  cojiy  was 
taken,  which  occupies  pages  132  to  180  of  Vol.  I,  of  the  photo-hthographed 
MSS.  of  Swedenborg.  These  chapters  Swedenborg  had  sent  to  his  brother- 
in-law,  Ericus  Benzehus,  for  examination,  as  is  showu  in  Document  88. 
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Besides  this,  I  have  improved  the  little  treatise  which  was 
published  at  Upsal,  about  the  High  AVater  in  primeval 
times,  and  I  have  added  a  number  of  clear  proofs,  together 
with  an  undeniable  demonstration  how  stones  were  moved 
in  a  deep  ocean;  I  have  also  adduced  arguments  to  show  how 
the  northern  horizon  was  changed,  and  that  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  Sweden  in  the  primeval  ages  was  an  island; 
this  I  have  handed  in  to  the  Censor  of  books,  so  as  to  publish 
it  anew.*  There  is  also  quite  a  number  of  smaller  papers. 
The  deep  study  by  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  compass 
these  subjects,  has  caused  me  to  look  with  contempt  upon  every- 
thing I  have  heretofore  published;  I  intend  to  improve  them 
very  much  when  they  are  to  be  translated. 

Vice-President  Hjarne^^  showed  me  a  letter  from  an 
anonymous  writer  at  Upsal,  which  reports  that  our  dear  father's 
reply  to  him  is  in  the  press,  in  which  he  (Hjiirne)  is  said  to 
be  assailed  in  unmeasured  terms,  and  which  the  letter  character- 
ised as  a  mean  work  (feodum  aims).  The  Vice-President  is  very 
much  incensed  at  this,  and  is  ready  to  lay  a  wager  of  ten  to 
one,  that  you  and  I  are  at  the  bottom  of  it;  although  it  is 
merely  a  defensive  work.  I  wish  you  would  smooth  the  old 
gentleman  down  as  much  as  you  can.  With  much  love,  I 
remain 

Your  most  faithful  servant, 
Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  November  3,  1719. 

*  Of  this  little  work  which  bears  the  title:  Om  Watnens  Iwgd  och  forra 
werldcns  starcka  Ebb  och  Flod.  Bewis  utur  Siverige  (Respecting  the  great 
depth  of  water,  and  the  strong  tides  in  the  primeval  world;  proofs  from 
Sweden),  two  editions  were  pubhshed  by  Swedenborg,  both  bearing  the  date 
of  March  17,  1719,  but  in  the  first  the  author  signs  himself  Em.  Swedbcrg, 
and  in  the  second  Em.  Swedenborg.  A  veiy  favourable  opinion  respecting 
this  little  work  was  given  by  the  great  Swedish  chemist,  Berzelius,  before 
the  Scandinavian  Scientific  Association  of  1842.  It  will  be  found  on  pages 
46  and  47  of  the  printed  Report. 


DOCUMENT  86. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS  * 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  enjoying  good 
health,  and  am  delighted  also  to  hear  that  what  I  wi'ote  you 
in  my  last  was  to  your  liking;  wherefore  I  feel  encouraged 
to  give  you  some  more  of  my  thoughts  on  the  subject.  I 
cannot  derive  any  ]3roofs  from  the  velocity;  but  I  believe 
that  so  rapid  a  change  in  the  earth's  motion  could  not  have 
taken  place  in  so  short  a  time;  for  you  cannot  make  me  believe 
that  a  planet  should  all  at  once  rush  towards  the  centre,  as 
if  it  were  driven  by  a  Phaeton,  without  this  being  shown  at 
once  by  the  sun's  diameter.  If  the  sun  became  larger  and 
larger  before  our  eyes,  there  would  then  be  occasion  for  fear, 
and  it  would  be  time  to  commend  oneself  into  God's  hands. 
That  the  earth  is  gradually  drawing  in  towards  its  centre, 
may  also  be  inferred  from  the  change  in  our  horizon;  for  the 
same  shape  which  belongs  to  the  vortex  of  our  earth  exhibits 
itself  in  the  sea,  or  upon  the  earth;  and  if  the  very  horizon 
has  changed  considerably  during  100  years,  i.  e.  if  the  sea 
has  become  rounder,  then  this  is  a  clear  proof  that  the  earth 
revolves  more  slowly,  and  consequently  draws  itself  inwards. 
I  have  treated  on  this  subject  to  some  extent  in  the  abused 
little  work  on  the  "Depth  of  Water  and  the  Tides  in  the  Prim- 
eval ages,"-j-  which  I  send  you. 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  whole  vortex  of  our  earth,  in 
which  we  and  our  globe  are  contained,  is  held  together  merely 
by  motion ;  if  motion  should  cease,  the  very  vortex  itself  would 
be    dispersed,    and   every    thing   above    and    below   would  be 

*  "Benzelius'  CoUection,"     Vol.  XL,  No.  141. 
f  See  Note  to  Document  85. 
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irrevocably  des'royed;  the  centrifugal  and  centripetal  forces, 
as  well  as  everything  else  by  which  our  elementary  substance  is 
held  together,  would  lose  their  direction.  Everything  would  then 
in  a  moment  be  dispersed  into  its  least  particles,  which  might 
well  be  called  a  fire ;  for  if  our  vortex  is  gone,  then  everything 
heloiv  is  gone,  down  to  the  very  centre  of  the  earth,  and  every- 
thing ahove,  even  to  our  zenith;  there  would  no  longer  be  any 
compression,  no  longer  any  gravity;  not  even  the  hardest 
diamond  could  continue  in  its  form ;  for  it  is  kept  in  its  form 
by  the  pressure  of  the  ether  towards  the  centre,  w'hich  is 
effected  by  the  vortex  of  the  earth.  Wherefore,  the  fire  by  which 
our  planet  is  to  be  destroyed,  may  be  caused  either  by  its  draw- 
ing nearer  to  the  sun,  or  by  all  matter,  all  bodies,  or  all  the 
elements,  being  in  an  instant  dissolved  into  their  least  particles. 
With  regard  to  the  place  of  the  damned  (no  dam- 
natuni)  being  in  the  sun,  I  have  exactly  the  opposite  idea; 
it  seems  to  me  rather  to  be  the  place  of  the  blessed  (tzh 
heatiiiu).  My  reasons  are  the  following:  first,  that  the  sun 
is  the  centre  of  the  whole  of  our  planetary  system,  and  that 
motion,  with  the  existence  of  everything  in  the  solar  vortex, 
derives  its  origin  from  the  above-named  centre;  secondly,  that 
above,  or  the  heaven  of  the  planets,  is  towards  the  sun;  so 
that  any  ascent  in  the  solar  vortex  is  towards  the  sun,  but 
heloiv  is  towards  the  extremities  of  the  vortex,  towards  Saturn 
and  Tartarus;  tliirdli/,  that  the  principal  light  and  splendour 
are  in  the  sun,  and  on  the  other  hand,  darkness  and  other 
terrors  are  at  the  greatest  distance  from  it,  where  the  sun 
can  scarcely  be  seen;  fourthhj,  but  the  principal  reason  seems 
to  be,  because  the  most  refined  air,  and  the  most  subtle  es- 
sence which  exists  in  the  least  elements,  are  in  the  sun:  for 
the  nearer  we  draw  to  the  sun,  the  finer  everything  becomes, 
and  in  its  centre  we  should  probably  find  such  a  degree  of 
refinement  and  subtlety,  that  the  particles  would  be  almost 
without  any  composition,  when  they  would  also  lay  aside  the 
name  of  matter,  as  well  as  of  form,  gravity,  and  other  pro- 
perties which  belong  to  compound  particles.  It  seems  also 
probable,  that  in  the  greatest  refinement,  there  would  likewise 
be  the  most  refined  existence;  that  God,  and  the  angels,  that 
a   something    which   has    nothing    material    in    its    substance, 
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would  loe  there  chiefly  in  their  element;  like  seeks  like,  and  the 
liner  does  not  naturally  seek  the  coarser;  so  that  there  are 
more  grounds  for  believing  (although  I  willingly  leave  this 
to  your  judgment)  that  God  has  His  seat  in  the  sun,  as  the 
Bible  says.  With  regard  to  the  fire,  it  would  be  too  gross 
an  idea  to  suppose  that  the  bodies  of  the  damned  are  to  be 
tortured  there;  for  the  pains  of  burning  are  not  caused 
naturally  without  destruction.  When  the  fire  burns,  it  causes 
a  sensation  as  if  it  was  tearing  something  asunder,  and  as  if  it 
was  dissolving  and  destroying  something;  where  there  is  no  de- 
struction, there  can  be  no  pain  caused  by  burning;  for  such  a 
purpose  the  remorses  of  conscience  might  be  a  sufficiently 
strong  fire.  I  hope  that  my  philosophizing  on  such  a  subject 
may  not  be  misinterpreted;  for  after  all  God's  Word  is  the 
foundation  [of  everything]. 

With  respect  to  the  written  matters  which  I  mentioned  in 
my  last,  I  should  like  very  much  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
publish  some  of  them,  but  I  would  prefer  to  show  some  of 
them  actually  at  work.  I  did  not  say  anything  about  my 
having  made  a  minute  description  of  our  Swedish  blasting- 
furnaces,  which  I  handed  in  to  the  Royal  College  of  Mines; 
this  is  the  beginning  of  a  description  of  all  our  mines.*  I 
have  also  submitted  a  little  treatise  with  this  title:  "New 
Directions  for  discovering  mineral  veins,  or  some  hints  hither- 
to unkno-ftn  for  the  discovery  of  mineral  veins  and  treasures 
long  hidden  in  the  earth, "  which  was  favourably  received 
by  those  whom  it  concerned.-]-  It  is  very  probable,  however, 
that  what  I  have  printed  in  connection  with  a  decimal  system 
in  our  coinage  and  measures,  and  which  fills  a  sheet,:}:  will  be 

*  See  Note  to  Document  85. 

f  A  duplicate  of  this  treatise  was  sent  by  Swedenborg  to  Ericus 
Benzelius  for  the  benefit  of  the  Upsal  professors,  before  whom  it  was  read 
on  Feb.  5,  1720.  A  ijhoto-lithographic  copy  of  it  is  contained  in  Vol.  I 
of  the  photo -lithographed  MSS.  of  Swedenborg,  from  pages  106  to  119. 
The  original  is  at  present  in  the  Cathedral-Library  at  Linkoping,  in  Vol. 
XL  of  the  BenzeHus  Collection,  No.  73. 

t  Fbrslag  til  wart  Mynts  och  Mais  indelning,  sa  at  rehiingen  kan 
lattas  och  alt  braclc  afskajjfas  (Proposal  for  regulating  our  coinage  and 
measures,  by  which  computation  is  facilitated,  and  fractions  are  aboHshed). 
Stockholm,  1719. 
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my  last;  for  I  see  that  Pluto  and  envy  have  taken  possession 
of  this  Northern  People;  and  that  greater  fortunes  are  made 
by  acting  the  part  of  an  idiot  than  that  of  a  wise  man. 

At  the  time  I  received  your  letter,  I  was  in  company  with 
that  old  gentleman,  Mr.  Hjiirne,^^  and  as  I  saw  that  what  you 
had  written  about  him  might  be  communicated  to  him,  I 
showed  it  to  him;  but  he  promised  to  answer  it  himself.  My 
best  regards  to  all  your  family.     I  remain 

Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedenborg. 
Stockholm,  November  26,  1719. 

P.  S.  Brother  Albert  Schonstrom^^  desires  to  be  re- 
membered to  you,  and  wishes  me  to  tell  you  that  if  you 
have  not  made  arrangements  about  carriage  horses,  he  has 
two  pairs  to  show  you,  of  which  you  may  choose  one. 


DOCUMENT  87. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dearest  brother, 

I  send  you  herewith  the  little  work  which  I 
mentioned  in  my  last  respecting  a  decimal  system  in  our 
coinage  and  measures.-j-  This  is  the  last  that  I  will  publish 
myself,  because  quotidiana  et  domestica  vilescunt  (i.  e.  because 
things  that  have  reference  to  domestic  and  every  day  affairs 
are  considered  of  no  account),  and  because  I  have  already 
worked  myself  poor  by  them.  I  have  been  singing  long 
enough;  let  us  see  whether  any  one  will  come  forward,  and 
hand  me  some  bread  in  return. 

There  are,  however,  some  plans  which  I  have  entertained 
for   some   time,   and   which   at  last  have  assumed  a  definite 

*  "Benzelius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  142. 
•}•  See  Note  to  Document  8G. 
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shape;  I  should  like  to  see  how  far  they  meet  with  your  ap- 
proval: First,  to  translate  what  I  have  published  into  Latin 
or  French,  and  to  send  it  afterwards  to  Holland  and  Eng- 
land; to  which  I  should  like  to  add,  by  way  of  improve- 
ment, some  of  my  discoveries  about  tire  and  stones,  and 
about  some  improvements  in  mining  matters ;  besides  some  other 
papers  which  are  not  yet  printed:  would  you  be  kind  enough 
to  give  the  names  of  some  who  wi'ite  scientific  papers  and 
memoirs?  Secondly,  as  I  think  I  now  in  some  measure  under- 
stand the  mechanics  which  are  of  use  in  mining  districts,  and 
in  mines,  so  far  at  least  as  to  be  able  better  than  any  one 
else  to  describe  what  is  new  and  old  there;  and  further,  to 
understand  the  theory  of  fire  and  stones,  where  I  have  made 
quite  a  number  of  discoveries,  I  intend  to  spend  all  my 
remaining  time  upon  what  may  promote  everything  that  con- 
cerns mining,  and,  on  the  basis  which  has  already  been  laid, 
in  collecting  as  much  information  as  possible.  Thirdly,  if 
fortune  so  favours  me,  that  I  shall  be  provided  with  all  the 
means  that  are  required,  and  if  meanwhile  by  the  above 
preparations  and  communications  I  shall  have  gained  some 
credit  abroad,  I  should  prefer  by  all  means  to  go  abroad, 
and  seek  my  fortune  in  my  calling,  which  consists  in  pro- 
moting everything  that  concerns  the  administration  and  the 
working  of  mines.  For  he  is  nothing  short  of  a  fool,  who 
is  independent  and  at  liberty  to  do  as  he  pleases,  and  sees 
an  opportunity  for  himself  abroad,  and  yet  remains  at  home 
in  darkness  and  cold,  where  the  Furies,  Envy,  and  Pluto  have 
taken  up  their  abode,  and  dispose  the  rewards,  and  where 
labours  such  as  I  have  performed  are  rewarded  -^dth  misery. 
The  only  thing  I  would  desire  until  that  time  come,  is 
bene  latere  (i.  e.  to  find  a  sequestered  place  where  I  can  live 
secluded  from  the  world);  I  think  I  may  find  such  a  corner 
in  the  end,  either  at  Starbo''^  or  at  Skin[skatte]berg.*  But 
as  this  would  take  four  or  five  years'  time,  I  am  quite  ready 
to  acknowledge  that  long  laid  plans  are  like  long  continued 
erections,  which  do  not  go  on  long  without  interruptions,  or 
without  changes  being  produced  by  some  circumstances  either 

*  See  Document  130. 
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of  a  general  or  of  a  private  nature:  for  homo  iiroponit,  Deus 
disponit,  (man  proposes,  God  disposes).  Still  I  have  always 
been  in  favour  of  a  man's  knowing  what  he  is  doing,  and 
of  his  forming  for  himself  some  clever  plan  of  what  it  is  most 
practicable  for  him  to  carry  out  in  his  life.  I  remain,  most 
honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  most  faithful  servant  and  brother, 
Em.  Sw. 
Stockholm,  December  1,  1719. 


DOCmiENT  88. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

By  the  last  post  I  began  sending  over  to  you 
my  novelties  in  literary  matters  (nouvelles  litteraires).-f  I  should 
be  very  glad  if  they,  as  well  as  what  are  to  follow,  meet  with 
your  approbation.  It  is  certainly  true  that  Baglivius^^  first 
started  the  theory;  and  that  Descartes^^  treated  upon  it,  and 
afterwards  Borellus;^*  but  no  one  has  yet  furnished  any 
proofs,  or  treated  the  whole  subject  fully;  wherefore  I  claim 
my  proofs  as  new  and  as  my  own,  although  the  subject,  or 
the  theory  itself,  I  am  willing  to  leave  to  others.  Still  I  must 
say  that  a  great  part  of  what  I  discovered  myself,  I  afterwards 
found  I  had  done  in  conjunction  with  Baglivius,®^  which  has 
rather  pleased  my  fancy ;  as,  for  instance,  what  I  have  to  say 
about  the  function  of  the  meninges.^  The  whole  will  cover  a 
large  space ;  I  think  it  will  occupy  seven  or  eight  weeks,  even 
if  I  send  you  portions   twice  a  week.       The  physicians  here 

*  Benzelius'  Collection,  Vol.  XL,  No.  116;  an  Englisli  translation  of 
this  letter  was  publislied  by  Mr.  "White  in  his  "New  Churchman,"  Vol.  2, 
p.  53,  letter  6. 

f  "The  Anatomy"'  or  the  anatomical  treatise  spoken  of  in  Document  85, 
and  discussed  there  in  a  footnote. 

I  The  cerebral  membranes  usually  called  dura  mater,  and  jw  mater. 
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in  town  will  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  all 
exi^ress  themselves  favourably;  yet  I  shall  not  get  any  ex- 
pression from  them  until  BromelF^  also  has  had  it  [under  con- 
sideration]. They  intend  to  establish  here  a  Collegium  Oiiri- 
osiwi,  of  which  they  wish  me  to  become  a  member,  but  I 
beg  them  not  merely  to  talk  about  it,  but  to  set  it  actually 
to  work. 

If  it  be  possible  to  have  my  two  papers,  of  wliich  I  spoke 
in  my  last,  translated  into  good  Latin,  I  should  like  very 
much  to  have  it  done.  I  remain 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  S. 

Stockholm  [about  the  middle  of  January,  1720]. 


DOCUMENT  89. 
SWEDENBOEG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

1  have  received  one  of  your  letters,  but  the 
other,  which  was  enclosed  in  Doctor  Rudbeck's,'*''  has,  it  seems, 
been  mislaid  in  the  post-oifice.  I  break  oiF  my  article  now,  and 
send  Chapter  XIII,-j-  else  there  will  be  a  squabble  about  the 
proper  meaning.  It  would  be  very  desirable  if,  in  the  objections 
that  may  be  raised,  respect  were  had  to  such  things  as  would 
contribute  to  set  this  matter  in  its  proper  light  for  me;  I  mean, 
that  such  objections  should  be  raised,  by  which  I  might  in  a 
certain  measure  see  whether  I  am  on  the  right  or  on  a  wrong 
track;  but  merely  to  imagine  many  things  about  the  animal 
spirits,  and  to  admit  only  such  things  as  have  reference  to 
their  chemistry  and  their  function,  and  none  that  concern  their 
geometry,  seems  too  weak  a  defence :  for  I  lay  it  down  as  a 
principle,  that  the  tremulation  begins  in  the  liquid,  or  in  the 

*  "Benzelius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  143. 
f  See  footnote  to  Document  85. 
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fluid  contained  in  the  membrane  ;  in  order  that  this  tremu- 
lation  may  spread,  the  membranes  require  to  be  in  a  state  of 
tension  with  the  hard  substances,  as  well  as  with  the  blood- 
vessels: for  in  such  a  case  all  the  lymphatic  vessels,  or  the 
vessels  of  the  nervous  fluid,  lie  in  the  membranes  in  their 
proper  order,  and  exert  a  pressure  upon  their  contiguous  parts 
in  an  instant,  just  like  any  other  fluid,  and  they  thus  com- 
municate a  trembling  motion  to  the  membranes,  and  also  to 
their  bones ;  so  that  almost  the  whole  body  is  brought  into  a 
state  of  subtle  co-tremulation,  which  causes  sensation.  I  pre- 
sume that  Messrs.  the  Academicians  are  so  reasonable,  as  to 
set  aside  childish  prejudices,  and  oppose  reasons  to  reasons, 
so  as  to  see  on  which  side  is  the  greatest  weight.  But  more 
some  other  time.  I  remain,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  February  24,   1720. 
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SWEDENBOUG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

I  send  you  now  the  continuation  of  the  pre- 
ceding part.  I  wish  much  that  it  may  gain  the  approval  of 
the  learned  who  are  concerned  in  the  subject;  but  as  I  am 
doubtful  of  this,  I  will  allow  some  interval  to  elapse,  that  I  may 
meanwliile  learn,  what  objections  may  be  raised  to  it:  for  if 
any  one  entertains  an  opposite  opinion,  the  best  arguments 
may  be  thrown  away ;  in  preconceived  opinions  every  one  is 
almost  totally  blind;  still  I  will  with  all  my  heart  leave  to 
your  good  pleasure,  and  to  the  service  of  the  public,  anything 
that  may  be  demanded.  Care  must  be  taken,  not  to  draw 
down  upon  oneself  the  anathemas  of  the  learned,   on  account 

*  "Benzelius'  Collection,'"  Vol.  XL,  Xo.  144. 
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of  new  discoveries,  or  some  hitherto  untried  argumenta- 
tions. In  the  next  chapter  there  seem  to  me  to  be  contained 
better  and  more  evident  proofs,  which  are  taken  from  the 
senses  and  our  sensations.  I  have  some  other  parts  besides, 
which  are  not  yet  worked  out,  and  which  treat  of  the  mecha- 
nism of  our  passions  and  the  movements  of  our  senses,  so  far 
as  they  may  be  deduced  from  the  structures  of  the  nerves  and 
membranes.  To  this  there  will  be  added  some  unknown  pro- 
perties possessed  by  the  least  ramifications  of  the  arteries  and 
veins,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  motion;  but  inasmuch  as 
this  requires  to  be  established  by  several  courses  of  thought 
and  by  anatomical  investigations,  I  reserve  it  for  some  future 
opportunity.  What  I  have  written  upon  fire  is  nearly  twice 
as  long  as  the  present  treatise ;  for  I  have  devoted  much  in- 
dustry and  study  to  it. 

The  whole  of  what  has  been  sent  over  to  you  has  been 
written  off  from  the  first  draught;  should  any  mistakes  have 
crept  in  with  regard  to  the  orthography,  you  will  please  attri- 
bute it  to  the  fact,  that  a  proper  copy  does  not  yet  exist. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  February;  the 
review*  also  is  pleasing,  ijjsa  latinitas  etiam  laudanda  est,  (i.  e. 
its  very  Latin  is  even  worthy  of  praise) ;  yet  it  would  not  have 
done  any  harm,  if  a  little  more  had  been  said  of  the  proof  of 
the  moving  of  stones  at  a  great  depth ;  yet  this  may  be  supplied 
by  the  treatise  itself.  I  offer  you  my  best  thanks  for  it.  On 
p.  10,  towards  the  close,  instead  of  '•'■Singulis  lioris^''  it  ought 
to  be  Singulis  sex  lioris,  which  may  be  corrected  by  a  slip  in 
the  copies  which  are  sent  abroad. 

I  must  beg  of  you  to  have  an  inventory  made  of  the 
Doedalus;  I  should  Hke  to  hear  how  far  the  auction  has  ad- 
vanced. Two  Bibles  ought  to  follow  in  the  book  parcel,  which 
are  to  be  bound  at  my  father's  expense,  one  for  himself, 
and  one  as  a  present  to  me;  if  they  are  at  Upsal,  I  should 
like  the  binding  to  be  done  there. 

*  Swedenborg  here  alludes  to  the  review  of  his  work :  Om  watnens 
hogd,  &c.  (About  the  water's  height,  and  the  strong  tides  in  the  iirimeval 
world),  which  appeared  in  the  first  number  of  the  "Acta  Literaria  Sueciae," 
Anno  1720. 
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The  books  of  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  Polhem/*  must 
be  lying  somewhere  among  my  papers;  as  soon  as  they  are  found, 
they  ought  to  be  sent  back. 

If  I  may  safely  send  the  continuation  of  the  former  paper,* 
it  shall  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  but  I  would  not  like  to 
leave  anything  sinistris  arhitris  (i.  e.  to  unfair  critics) ;  for  all 
heads  are  not  always  exactly  alike. 

As  a  matter  of  curiosity,  worth  communicating,  I  subjoin 
an  extract  from  a  letter  which  has  recently  been  received 
from  Kohlmater,  who  is  at  Newcastle,  respecting  a  curious 
pumping  machine;  he  is  an  auscultant  (i,  e.  assistant)  in  the 
College  of  Mines. 

COPY. 

Just  outside  the  town,  a  newly  invented  pumping  machine 
has  been  set  up  for  the  coal-mines,  which  are  very  liable  to 
be  flooded  with  water,  which  is  a  great  hindrance  to  them. 
This  work  which  was  only  completed  six  weeks  ago,  is  an  in- 
vention which  is  ingenious  beyond  measure,  being  driven  by 
means  of  fire  and  Avater.  There  is  a  large  iron  boiler,  which 
is  covered  above  and  has  a  very  small  hole  in  the  top;  in  this 
vessel  water  is  boiled,  and  the  whole  machine  is  driven  by 
the  steam,  which  comes  out  of  the  small  hole  above,  and 
which  is  so  strong  as  to  push  up  the  handle  of  the  pump; 
and  in  i^roportion  as  the  blast  is  withdrawn,  the  opening  draws 
the  pump  or  the  handle  down  again;  for  at  one  end  of  the 
handle  which  causes  this  motion,  there  is  a  sort  of  churn  or 
druip,  constructed  of  iron,  like  that  in  which  butter  is  made, 
and  wliich  is  so  tight  that  no  air  can  press  in  at  the  sides 
of  the  piston-rod,  which  goes  inside  the  drum.  This  machine 
can  scarcely  be  described.  Such  a  work  would  be  of  great 
importance,  in  Sweden,  in  mines  where  there  is  no  falling 
water.  It  pumps  out  400  hogsheads  an  hour,  and  may  be 
made  to  do  still  more;  it  consumes  about  nine  tons  of 
coal  a  day,  and  can  descend  as  far  as  you  please.  Secre- 
tary Triwald's  brother,  who  is  in  the  employment  of  Messrs. 
Ridley,  has  promised  to  send  a  drawing,  with  full  description, 
to  his  brother  in  Stockholm. 

*  I.  e.  of  the  anatomical  or  anthropological  treatise. 

21 
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My  own  thoughts  about  this,  with  reference  to  the  letter 
and  the  models  for  a  similar  purpose  which  were  published  a 
few  years  ago,  I  will  show,  with  directions  how  they  are  to 
be  applied  in  Sweden,  at    greater   length    some  other  time. 

Eman.  Swedenborg. 
February  29,  1720. 


DOCUMENT  91. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

By  the  last  post  I  sent  you  a  double  quantity,-}* 
which  accounts  for  the  deficient  supply  by  the  present  post, 
and  must  be  held  sufficient  also  until  I  learn  whether  what 
has  been  sent  meets  with  praise  or  blame ;  otherwise  the  small 
matters  I  have  collected  are  entirely  at  your  command.  "Will 
you  please  express  my  thanks  to  Magister  Valerius''^  for  the 
trouble  he  has  taken  with  the  translation.  I  am  glad  you 
will  get  my  treatise  on  the  Longitude^  reviewed;  I  only 
wish  it  may  be  done  carefully,  so  that  it  may  meet  with  favour 
abroad,  especially  as  it  may  be  of  such  great  use  to  the 
public  generally,  for  I  still  feel  assured  that,  of  all  the 
methods  that  have  been  discovered,  it  is  the  easiest.  '  In 
the  translation,  and  also  in  the  review,  chapters  21,  22,  23, 
ought  to  come  immediately  after  chapter  12,  so  as  to  present 
the  following  order,  12,  21,  22,  23,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19, 
20,  24,  to  preserve  the  continuity  of  the  subject. 

Have  not  the  time  and  opportunity  arrived  for  proposing 
to  the  Diet  the  plan  which  was  projected  during  the  time 
of  the  late   King    Charles    XII,   for  the    establishment   of  a 

*  "BenzeHus'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  145. 
•{-  A  double  quantity  of  the  anatomical  treatise. 

J  This  review   is  contamed  in  the    "Acta   Literaria   Suecise,"   for  1720, 
pages  27  to  33. 
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Mathematical  Society,  similar  to  those  which  exist  in  other 
countries  where  the  sciences  flourish,  so  as  to  promote  this  im- 
portant interest,  for  the  cultivation  of  which  there  are  men 
of  genius  indeed  in  Sweden,  but  very  small  encouragement 
otherwise  in  the  form  of  advancement,  salaries,  and  means 
of  sustenance.  In  England  such  a  society  has  been  developed 
from  a  small  beginning,  and  by  means  of  contributions  from 
the  many  who  regard  it  with  favour;  it  is  well  sustained,  and 
is  of  great  use  to  the  Empire.  I  do  not  see  why,  for  the 
promotion  of  such  an  object,  an  annual  public  lottery  the 
gains  of  which  have  been  calculated,  might  not  be  established 
according  to  my  humble  proposition,  on  the  same  plan  in 
fact  that  was  recently  followed  at  Malmo,  and  which  is  applied 
annually  in  France  for  the  purpose  of  educating  youths  and 
poor  children.  You  can  yourself  best  suggest  how  this  work 
is  to  be  set  in  motion ;  if  many  should  favour  it,  such  a  measure 
might  acquire  weight  and  importance.  An  income  of  5000 
dalers  in  silver  would  acccomplish  most  of  it;  viz.  a  salary 
for  one  of  1000  dalers  in  silver,  for  two  of  700  each,  for  four 
of  500,  and  for  other  four  of  100  each.  If,  for  instance,  the 
lottery  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  consist  of  15,000  lottery 
tickets,  at  a  daler  in  silver  each,  and  with  the  following  prizes — 
one  of  2000  dalers  in  silver,  two  of  1000  dalers  each,  four  of 
500,  ten  of  100,  twenty  of  50,  fifty  of  10  dalers,  and  one 
thousand  of  one  daler  each.  In  such  case  the  prizes  would 
amount  to  9,500,  and  the  income  to  5,500  dalers  in  silver,  of 
which  500  may  be  reckoned  for  expenses.  I  remain,  most 
honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Eman.  Swedeneoeg. 
Stockholm,  March  3,  1720. 


2f 


DOCUMENT  92. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Since  my  departure  from  Stockholm  I  have 
not  had  time  to  send  you  the  continuation  of  my  Anatomy; 
nor  can  I  send  it  to  you  from  here,  because  I  have  not  my 
first  draught  with  me,  and  my  head  does  not  well  recall  things 
from  memory;  with  the  first  opportunity  I  will  again  communi- 
cate something  to  you. 

At  Starbo"^  I  heard  something  from  a  person  named  Kock, 
which  is  worthy  of  an  observation,  that  I  will  take  about  mid- 
summer in  the  coming  month  of  June:  He  watched  one  night 
with  another  man  on  a  mountain,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  Starbo;  the  name  of  the  mountain  is  Honsberget,  it 
lies  midway  between  Lodwiken  and  Hellsjon,  and  has  at  its 
base,  on  the  side  which  lies  towards  the  setting  sun,  a  large 
lake,  known  by  the  name  of  Wesman;  there  he  has  seen  the 
sun  during  almost  the  whole  night  above  the  horizon;  and 
when,  in  the  middle  of  th6  night,  the  sun  set  for  about  half 
an  hour,  he  still  saw  it  in  Lake  Wesman.  ■{-  He  told  this  as 
substantially  true  to  the  master  of  mines,  Lars  Benzel,^  and 
myself;  if  this  really  is  so.  Lake  Wesman  must  have  been  the 
chief  cause  of  the  phenomenon,  from  its  making  the  horizon 
damp  and  more  disposed  for  refraction.  Meanwhile,  I  do  not 
wish  to  place  any  reliance  on  this  account,  until  I  have  made 
the  same  observation,  which  would  be  worth  a  place  in  the 
Acta  eruditorum.  With  kind  regards  to  sister  Anna  and  little 
Eric,  I  remain,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother. 

Your  most  obedient  servant 

EMAi;r.    SWEDENBOEG. 

Brunsbo,  April  12,  1720. 

*  "Benzelius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  146. 
•j-  Near  Manias  and  Smedjebacken. 


DOCUMENT  93. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  received  your  letter  yesterday.  It  woukl  he 
my  greatest  delight  if  I  could  continue  my  Anatomy  from  here. 
The  first  draught  was  left  at  Starbo,^^  and  without  it  it 
would  make  my  head  ache,  to  endeavour  to  hunt  up  the  various 
threads  which  are  already  deeply  obduda  alius  generis  cogi- 
tationibus  (i.  e.  covered  up  by  thouglits  of  a  different  kind). 
Still  it  shall  be  done,  as  soon  as  opportunity  offers. 

As  you  intend  to  be  here  on  Ascension  Day,  I  may  be 
back  at  Starbo  about  the  11th  or  l^th  of  June,  so  as  to  take 
there  the  observation  de  sole  inocciduo  aut  refrado  (i.  e.  of 
the  non-setting  or  refracted  sun),  about  which  I  wrote  to  you. 
I  will  suspend  my  faith  in  it,  until  I  have  witnessed  it  with 
my  own  eyes. 

I  am  at  present  engaged  in  examining  all  the  chemistry 
contained  in  the  treasury  of  the  Sudeman  Library,  which 
belongs  now  to  Hesselius,'''^  for  I  have  proposed  to  myself  to 
examine  thoroughly  everything  that  concerns  fire  and  metals, 
a  livimis  incunahilis  usque  ad  maturitatem  (from  the  first 
attempts  and  experiments  to  the  maturer  results),  according 
to  the  plan  of  the  memorandum  which  has  already  been  com- 
municated to  you.  I  take  the  chemical  experiments  of  Boyle,^^ 
Reucher,-f  Hjarne,^^  Simons  (?),  etc.,  and  trace  out  nature  in 
its    least   things,    instituting   comparisons   with    geometry  and 

*  "Benzelius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  147. 

f  This  name  probably  stands  for  Kircher,  a  celebrated  Jesuit,  who  lived 
in  the  17th  centuiy,  and  who  was  one  of  the  very  first  who  distmpuished 
between  chemistrj-  and  akhemy,  and  is  regarded  as  the  founder  of  the 
science  of  chemistry. 
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mechanics.  I  am  also  encouraged  every  day  by  new  dis- 
coveries, as  to  the  nature  of  these  subtle  substances,  and  as 
I  am  beginning  to  see  that  experience  in  an  uninterrupted 
series  seems  to  be  inclined  to  agree  therewith,  I  am  becoming 
more  and  more  confirmed  in  my  ideas.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  immense  number  of  experiments  that  have  been  made 
affords  a  good  ground  for  building  upon;  and  that  the  toil  and 
expenses  incurred  by  others  may  be  turned  to  use  by  working 
up  with  head  what  they  have  collected  with  their  hands. 
Many  deductions  may  thus  be  made  which  will  be  of  use  in 
chemistry,  metallurgy,  and  in  determining  the  nature  of  fire 
and  other  things. 

If  it  would  not  be  too  much  trouble,  I  should  like  you  to 
bring  Hauksbee's  Experimenta  Antlece  sum,  (i.  e.  the  ex- 
periments made  with  his  air-pump),  which  the  Library  has 
purchased  from  me.  There  are,  if  I  remember  rightly,  con- 
tained in  it,  a  considerable  number  of  interesting  experiments 
upon  fire,  the  magnet,  etc.,  which  were  made  either  in  a 
vacuum,  vel  in  moto  [or  in  common  air?].  If  I  could  but 
glance  over  it  down  here,  I  would  immediately  return  it  to 
you  with  much  gratitude.  Please  remember  me  kindly  to 
sister  Anna,  brother  Eric,  and  the  others.  I  remain,  most 
honoured  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  brother  and  servant, 
Eman.  Swedenboeg. 

Brunsbo,  May  2,  1720. 

[P.  S.]  I  must  beg  of  you  to  bring  Hauksbee.  In  travel- 
ling down  here  I  noticed  how  the  very  largest  stones,  firom  80 
to  100  tons  weight,  like  small  mountains,  were  raised  to  the 
highest  eminences.  Look  upon  these  on  your  journey  down 
as  demonstrative  proofs  in  favour  of  my  assertion  that  stones 
were  rolled  and  distributed  at  a  great  depth,  viz.  that  they 
were  raised  up  higher  and  higher  (those  of  the  largest  size 
are  near  Orebro),  i.  e.  nearer  and  nearer  the  shore,  or  to- 
wards the  surface  of  the  sea,  until  at  last  they  came  into 
such  shallow  water,  that  they  could  no  longer  be  rolled  away 
again.  This  is  what  I  prove,  that  a  deep  sea  could  have 
done  this,  but  by  no  means  a  shallow  one. 


DOCUMENT  94. 
SWEDENBOHa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Respecting  the  theory  that  the  Aurora  Bore- 
aHs  originated  in  fiery  eruptions,  which  converged  hither  from 
Hecla,  Vesuvius,  or  Etna,  my  candid  opinion  is  as  follows: 

1.  It  is  well  known  that  the  air  has  been  loaded  or  im- 
pregnated with  sulphur,  as  has  been  noticed  from  so  many 
meteors  and  other  phenomena,  which  have  appeared  in  the 
air,  fi-om  the  Aurora  Borealis,  from  the  eJBfects  of  thunder, 
and  the  luminous  appearances  around  lofty  towers  from  sul- 
phurous air,  and  also  fi'om  the  fact  that  sulphur  and  other 
substances  accompany  rain,  showing  that  the  air  has  occasion- 
ally been  highly  charged  with  sulphur. 

2.  It  seems  that  the  origin  of  these  conditions  ought  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  great  heat  of  some  summers,  unaccompanied 
by  rain,  or  to  the  severe  dry  cold  of  winter. 

3.  We  know  that  in  every  soil,  during  summer,  perpetual 
distillations  and  sublimations  are  going  on;  sometimes  particles 
are  loosened,  sometimes  they  are  combined,  sometimes  they 
are  formed  into  certain  growths,  sometimes  the  particles 
vegetate;  so  that  according  to  the  state  of  the  weather  an 
infinite  number  of  chemical  operations  are  noticed  in  the  earth. 

4.  Moreover,  it  is  known  that  the  sublimations  of  sulphur 
abhor  all  dampness,  and  require  certain  higher  degrees  of 
heat;  if  now  there  have  been  one  or  two  summers  without 
rain,    preceded    by    severe   winters,    it  is  no  wonder  that  the 

*  "Benzelius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  113.  An  English  translation 
•was  published  by  IMr.  "White  in  his  "New  Churchman,"  Vol.  2,  page  41, 
letter  3. 
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particles  should  at  first  be  dis  solved,  and  afterwards  the  most 
subtle  sulphur  be  sublimated,  and  that  the  air  should  thus 
become  impregnated  with  it;  which  perhaps  would  not  have 
happened,  if  a  different  temperature  had  existed  in  the  air, 
sufficient  to  bind  the  particles  together. 

5.  To  maintain  that  an  Etna  or  Vesuvius  could  fill  the 
whole  atmosphere  with  sulphur,  would  be  the  same  as  if  we 
were  to  say  that  the  rain  ascends  into  the  atmosphere  from 
the  River  Motala  alone,  or  that  one  shower  could  give  birth 
to  200  waterfalls  like  those  of  the  Motala,  On  the  contrary, 
the  surface  from  which  such  a  sublimation  can  take  place 
must  be  immensely  large,  i.  e.  it  must  take  place  from  the 
whole  surface  of  the  earth  upon  which  the  sun  shines,  and 
whence  continually  particles  are  exhaled  that  fill  the  air. 
For,  besides,  an  eruption  from  one  mountain  can  no  more  be 
assigned  as  the  cause  of  this,  than  one  brook  can  be  assigned 
as  the  cause  of  rain. 

6.  On  the  same  ground  it  might  be  supposed  that  more 
meteors  of  this  sort  would  appear  in  Sweden  than  any^vhere 
else  in  the  world,  and  particularly  at  Fahlun,  where  at  least 
as  much  sulphur  is  drawn  up  as  from  Etna,  since  200  roast- 
ing furnaces  burn  there  day  and  night,  and  at  least  200  blast- 
ing furnaces  are  there  at  work,  and  yet  no  more  meteors  are 
seen  there,  than  anywhere  else. 

7.  The  sulphur  which  causes  meteors,  and  which  can  remain 
suspended  in  the  air,  is  far  more  subtle  than  that  which 
comes  from  an  open  fire,  or  from  an  Etna:  such  sulphur  as 
has  already  passed  through  an  open  fire,  is  not  long  held 
suspended  in  the  air,  but  is  soon  precipitated  again ;  but  that 
which  has  not  yet  been  in  the  fire  can  be  suspended  in  water, 
as  in  acidulous  springs,  in  the  air,  in  the  clouds,  and  after- 
wards in  dry  weather  it  may  be  combined  with  the  air. 

8.  Therefore,  neither  the  eruptions  of  Etna  nor  Vesuvius, 
nor  the  roastings  of  ore  at  Fahlun,  are  the  cause  of  any 
meteors;  for  it  is  only  when  Etna  or  Vesuvius  is  about  to 
burn,  that  a  quantity  of  fire  is  seen  in  the  atmosphere  in  the 
form  of  meteors,  and  some  other  phenomena;  for  then  that 
subtle  sulphur  is  exhaled;  but  never  to  my  knowledge  after 
an  eruption  is  over.     Hence  it  is  my  candid  opinion  that  the 
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aerial  sulphur  proceeds  from  the  surface  of  the  earth  by  the 
action  of  the  sun,  and  that  a  dry  temperature  sublimates  such 
a  subtle  sulphur  into  the  form  of  a  gas,  etc. 

Em.  Sw. 
[Probably  written  between  June  1720  and  June  1721,  either 
at  Skinskatteberg  or  at  Starbo.] 


DOCmiENT  95. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS. 

[Swedenborg  added  to  a  MS.  copy  of  his  Miscellanea  Ohser- 
vata,  which  he  sent  from  Liege,  Holland,  to  Ericus  Ben- 
zelius,  on  December  12,  1721,  the  following: — ] 

P.  S.*  Great  illuminations  are  made  in  Holland  by  the 
Russian  ministers  for  certain  reasons,  and  I  was  present  at  the 
Hague  when  Prince  Kurakin  let  his  rockets  fly  and  his  wine 
flow;    the  following  verses  were  exhibited  upon  this  occasion: 

^'■Marte  triumpharunt  aquilse,  jam  pace  triumphant, 
Quo  Mars  ante  stetit.  Pax  sedet  alma  loco. 
Bis  denis  gemuit  Septentrio  turhidus  amnis, 
Ast  loetam  retulit  Pads  oliva  diem. 
Sanguinis  iverunt,  jam  flumina  nectaris  ibunt, 
Marte  catenate,  Bacclms  ad  arma  venit. 

(The  eagles  victorious  in  war,  now  triumph  in  peace; 
Where  Mars  once  stood,  there  lovely  peace  now  reigns. 
For  twenty  long  years  the  wild  northern  stream 

rushed  forth. 
But  olive-branched  peace  now  ushers  in  days  of  joy. 
The  rivers  of  blood  into  rivers  of  wine  are  changed, 
"When  Mars  is  chained,  then  Bacchus  will  call  to  arms.) 

*  The  original  of  this  P.  S.  is  contained  in  the  "Benzelius  Collection," 
Vol.  XL,  No.  148D,  and  a  photo-lithographic  copy  is  inchided  in  Vol.  I  of 
the  photo-lithographed  MSS.  of  Swedenborg,  page  193. 
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These  verses,  if  demanded,  could  have  easily  been  changed 
into  the  following: 

Morte*  triumpharunt  aquilse,  sic  pace  triumphant; 
Quo  Mars-f  ante  stetit,  C^ar  sedet  ipse  loco, 
Et  denis  gemuit  Septentrio  JRussicus  amnis, 
Ast  Isetam  retulit  Pacis  oliva  Diem. 
Sanguinis  iverunt,  jam  flumina  nectaris  ibunt, 
Marte'jf.  catenato,  Bacchus^  ad  arma  venit. 

(The  eagles  prevailed  by  death,*  and  thus  they  triumph 

in  peace; 
Where  Mars  -j-  once  stood,  even  there  the  Czar  now  reigns. 
For  ten  full  years  the  wild  Russian  stream  rushed  forth. 
But  olive-branched  peace  now  ushers  in  days  of  joy. 
The  rivers  of  blood  into  rivers  of  wine  are  changed; 
"When  Mars|:  is  chained,  then  Bacchus  §  will  call  to  arms.) 


DOCUMENT  96. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS. 

Most  honoured  Brother, 

As  I  have  occasion  and  time  1  send  you 
some  of  my  thoughts,**  which  may  be  of  use  to  you  in  your 
conference  with  those  of  the  Society.  At  a  future  time  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  communicate  to  you  something  more 
pleasant;    I   am    now    very    much   occupied    during   the    day 

*  Caroli,  i.  e.  of  Charles  XII. 

•j-  Carolus. 

^  Carolo. 

§  This  name  is  illegible  in  the  original  MS. 

**  These  hnes  were  added  to  a  MS.  copy  of  some  of  Swedenborg's 
"Miscellanea  Observata"  which  he  sent  to  Ericus  Benzelius,  and  which 
were  afterwards  published  in  Leipzig.  A  photo-lithographic  copy  of  this 
letter  is  contained  in  the  photo-Hthographic  edition  of  Swedenborg's  MSS., 
Vol.  I,  p.  199;  the  original  is  preserved  in  the  Cathedral-Library  at  Lin- 
koping  in  the  "Benzehus  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  148, 
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in  making  experiments,    and  testing  one  thing  and  another. 

With  my  humble  regards  to  all  good  friends,  I  remain  forever, 

most  honoured  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Eman.  Swedenborg. 

Liege,  December  15,  1721. 

[P.  S.]   To-morrow,  with  God's  will,  I  shall  start  for  somo 
of  the  mining  districts  of  Germany. 


DOCUMENT  97. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  agreeable 
letter  from  Upsal,  which  brother  Gustav  Benzelstierna^^  has 
handed  to  me.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  enjoying  good 
health.  I  should  like  very  much,  if  I  had  the  time,  to  make 
a  trip  to  Upsal;  but  as  it  is  of  great  importance  for  me  to  be 
as  soon  as  possible  at  Starbo,"^  whence  I  have  not  received 
any  news  at  all,  and  especially  as  long  as  the  iron  conveyance 
from  Koping  is  here,  I  therefore  reserve  this  honour  for 
myself  imtil  after  my  return,  when  I  may  profit  at  your  house 
by  any  books  that  I  find  in  the  Library. 

With  respect  to  what  you  were  kind  enough  to  observe 
about  my  proposition,  f  I  gratefully  acknowledge  your  kind 
intention,  but  first  of  all  I  do  not  proceed  in  this  matter  on 
such  loose  principles  as  Kunckel  :|: ;  on  the  contrary  I  have  on 

*  "Benzelius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No,  150. 

f  This  proposition  will  be  found  discussed  fully  in  Documents  149  to 
152,  Section  IV.  Swedenborg's  object  in  this  proposition  was  to  increase 
by  ten  per  cent  the  jield  of  copper  from  the  ore ;  and  to  demonstrate  the 
feasibihty  of  his  proposition,  he  appUed  to  the  King  for  permission  to  insti- 
tute a  competitive  trial  at  Fahlun. 

%  Johan  Kunckel,  a  well-known  chemist,  born  1630,  at  Rendsburg  in 
Holstein.    He   was    inspector    of  the  mines  at  Annaberg,  and  chemist  to 


332  SWEDENBOBG'S  CORRESPONDENCE.    [Doc.  97. 

my  side  two  new  and  important  proofs,  with  a  great  many- 
minor  ones;  and  also  the  computation  and  the  [whole]  theory, 
and  in  addition  their  own  ignorance  in  what  concerns  smelting, 
so  that  I  am  more  embarrassed  at  the  outset  by  the  fact  that 
there  is  nothing  at  all  on  the  other  side  to  counter-balance 
my  proposition,  than  with  the  [difficulty  of]  setting  it  to  work, 
and  with  whatever  will  come  afterwards;  in  this  matter  I 
will  take  proper  measures.  "When  I  have  the  honour  of  some 
conversation  with  you,  I  will  mention  some  additional  circum- 
stances, by  which  you  may  be  better  assured  respecting  my  in- 
tentions. 

If  you  consider  what  I  wrote  down  in  haste,  my  Amicum 
Besponsum,  worthy,  I  give  you  leave  to  introduce  it  into  the 
Acts.* 

The  affairs  at  Axmar-f  will  soon  be  settled  now,  as  it  only 
requires  brother  Peter  Schonstrom's*^  signature  under  the 
deed ;  so  that  all  pretensions  will  be  killed  for  all  times,  and 
there  can  be  no  opportunity  for  reviving  them,  and  disturbing 
any  one  who  may  be  in  possession. 

With  kind  regards  to  sister  Anna,^  and  brother  Eric,^^  I 
remain  most  respectfully,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Eman.  Swedenboeg-. 
Stockholm,  August  9,  1722. 

Elector  John  George  of  Saxony.  In  1679  he  came  to  Sweden,  where  in 
course  of  time  he  became  councillor  of  mines.  He  was  eimobled  in 
1693,  when  he  assumed  the  name  of  von  Lowenstern,  He  is  known  as  the 
discoverer  of  phosphorus,  and  died  in  1702  on  his  estate  of  Brendo.  As 
appears  from  Document  151,  he  had  proposed  a  change  in  the  smelting 
process  for  copper  at  Fahlun,  but  without  success.  His  process  is  discussed 
and  criticized  by  Swedenborg  in  Vol.  HI  of  his  Opera  Philosophica  et 
Mineralia,  p.  45;  but  he  wrongly  calls  him  "Kunckel  von  Lowenstein," 
See  "Anrep's  Attartaflor,"  Vol.  11,  p.  844. 

*  This  Amicum  Eesponsum,  or  "Friendly  Reply,"  is  addressed  to  Prof. 
Quensel  of  Lund,  who  in  the  "Acta  Literaria,"  p.  270,  had  objected  to  a 
statement  made  by  Swedenborg  in  his  "Method  of  finding  the  Longitude." 
Swedenborg's  reply  was  inserted  in  the  "Acta  Literaria"  of  1722,  p.  315. 

f  Concerning  Swedenborg's  affairs  at  Axmar,  see  Document  132. 


DOCUMENT  98. 
BENZELIUS  TO  SWEDENBORG  * 

To  Assessor  Eman.  Swedenborg. 
Dearest  brother, 

I  wish  very  much  that  the  "Historie  der  Ge- 
lehrsamkeit " -{-  (i.  e.  the  History  of  Learning),  might  arrive, 
80  that  we  may  see  her  with  our  own  eyes;  because  she  her- 
self desires  to  go  about  with  a  mask  before  the  face,  and 
thus  raises  our  suspicious**** 
I  am,  my  dear  brother's 

Most  faithful  servant  and  brother, 
E.  Benzelius. 
Upsal,  December  11,  1722. 

*  This  fi-agment  of  Benzelius'  letter  to  Swedenborg  is  contained  in 
Yol.  XVI  of  the  Bergius  Collection  of  letters  in  the  Library  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  in  Stockholm,  p.  289. 

f  The  full  title  of  this  work  is  "Historie  der  Gelehrsamkeit  unserer 
Zeiten,"  Leipzig,  1722.  In  part  4,  p.  320,  of  this  work  Swedenborg's 
theory,  that  large  rocks  were  shifted  about  in  the  aboriginal  ocean  was 
attacked,  and  as  this  "Historie"  was  published  anonymously,  and  no  list 
of  contributors  was  given,  Swedenborg,  after  explaining  his  theoiy  and 
answering  the  objection  in  the  Acta  Literaria  SuecicB,  Vol.  I,  p.  353-356, 
declares  that  he  would  never  enter  into  the  list  against  any  antagonist 
who  attacked  others  anonymously,  and  thus  under  a  mask. 


DOCUMENT  99. 
SWEDENBOEa  TO  LAKS  BENZELSTJERNA.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

I  hope  that  you  are  now  at  Starbo,®^  so  that 
this  letter  may  reach  you.  I  was  uncertain  of  this  when  the 
last  post  left,  and  further  had  nothing  to  write  to  you  about. 
Most  noteworthy  occurrences  happened  yesterday,  viz: 
1.  Daleen-s-{-  sentence  was  so  modified  by  the  House  of  Nobles, 
that  he  shall  during  his  life-time  be  confined  in  Marstrand 
with  a  crown,  and  an  iron  round  his  neck,  and  upon  the 
crown  is  to  be  written:  "BQs  country's  traitor."  In  all  towns, 
also,  through  which  he  will  pass,  he  is  to  stand  in  the 
pillory.  It  is  not  yet  known  what  the  other  houses  will 
decree  in  this  matter.  2.  Landmarshall  Lagerberg,^^  Count 
Gyllenborg,^''  and  Josias  Cederhielm®^  were  proposed  as 
councillors  of  state;  and  when  this  hst  was  presented  to 
the  King,  he  expressed  a  desire  to  have  them  all  in  the 
council;  and  after  this  had  been  deliberated  upon,  it  was  un- 
animously agreed  to,  which  caused  a  good  deal  of  talk. 
3.  The  list  of  appointments  was  also  read  yesterday,  which 
likewise  gave  origin  to  many  speeches  and  conferences.  I 
should  like  to  ask  you  what  the  condition  of  things  is  at 
Starbo;  inasmuch  as  he  never  lets  me  know  about  the  iron- 
works [in  general],  only  about  some  particulars  now  and  then. 

*  The  original  of  this  lettei'  in  Swedenborg's  ovm  handwriting,  but  with 
the  signatui'e  cut  off,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  editor  of  these  documents. 

f  Notary  Dahlen  and  Field-secretary  Brodzenius,  who,  in  the  year  1723, 
laboured  for  the  restoration  of  an  absolute  monarchy  in  Sweden,  were 
condemned  to  death,  at  the  instigation  of  Count  Arvid  Horn,  but  this 
sentence  was  commuted  by  the  House  of  Nobles  into  imprisonment  for  life. 
(See  "Biografiskt  Lexicon,"  Vol.  VI,  p.  260.) 
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"With  my  kind  regards  to  sister,  I  remain,  most  honoured 
brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
[signature  cut  off] 
[No  date,  but  wTitten  in  1723;  for  in  that  year  Lagerberg, 
Gyllenborg,  and    Cederhiehn  received  their  appointments    as 
councillors  of  state]. 

To  Assessor  Lars  Benzelstjeena 
at  Sater  or  Starbo. 


DOCUMENT  100. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  on 
the  3rd  inst.  I ,  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  letting  me 
know  in  time  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  have  any  grain  from 
the  Academy.  As  I  found  that  there  was  some  delay  in  the 
matter,  and  as  at  the  iron-works  they  were  finishing  the  pre- 
paration of  the  charcQal,  the  hauling  and  every  thing  else,  I 
thought  it  best  meanwhile  to  provide  myself  from  some  other 
source.  I  had  never  any  doubt  of  your  kindness  and  care  in 
this  matter,  and  I  should  be  very  sorry,  and  indeed  very 
much  grieved,  if  you  should  have  any  idea  that  I  thought 
otherwise;  for  what  you  promise,  I  know  to  be  promised  so 
far  as  it  lies  in  your  power;  I  am  therefore  just  as  much 
obliged  to  you,  as  if  it  had  turned  out  well.  It  is,  never- 
theless, true  that  the  Academy's  treasurer  or  commissary  has 
been  guilty  in  this  matter  of  a  trickery,  which  no  business 
man  would  ever  allow  himself  to  become  guilty  of,  viz.  of 
acting  against  a  resolution  of  the  Academy.  If  this  should 
occur  more  frequently,  their  credit  in  the  end  will  become 
very  small;    for  in  a   similar  case  it  would  be  far  preferable 

*  «Benzelius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  151. 
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to  deal  and  to  close  a  bargain  with  an  upright  and  honest 
merchant.  I  will  take  measures  that  such  a  thing  may  not 
happen  again.  With  regard  to  the  price  at  which  Hans  Behm, 
"Westeras,  and  others,  closed  with  the  Academy,  I  should 
have  been  happy  to  have  paid  the  same  cash,  and  if  any  one 
had  doubted  it,  I  would  have  prepaid  the  amount:  sed  hose 
transeant  (i.  e.  but  let  these  be  bygones). 

With  regard  to  your  suggestions  for  my  work  on  metals,* 
it  would  occupy  too  much  room  to  introduce  them  all:  for  about 
each  of  the  following  metals,  gold,  silver,  and  iron,  I  shall 
probably  have  more  to  say  than  about  copper.  But  if  you 
think  it  worth  while,  it  might  first  be  treated  in  a  general 
way,  and  afterwards  some  particulars  might  be  inserted.  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say  in  this  matter  than  that  §  2,  i.  e. 
the  process  at  Fahlun,  should  come  after  §  14,  i.  e.  the  process 
in  Hungary,  for  some  special  reasons.  What  I  send  you  now, 
as  well  as  an  article  I  sent  before,  on  the  refining  of 
metalSj  is  indeed  considered  a  secret;  for  it  is  difficult  for  a 
foreigner  to  obtain  information  on  such  subjects;  but  accord- 
ing to  my  simple  notions,  there  ought  to  be  no  secrets  at  all 
in  metallurgy ;  for  without  such  knowledge '  it  is  impossible 
for  any  one  to  investigate  nature.  Still  less  ought  our 
Swedish  processes  to  be  kept  secret;  inasmuch  as  foreigners 
cannot  benefit  by  any  information  concerning  them.  I  hope  I 
may  in  time  increase  my  cabinet  or  collection  of  minerals, 
as  others  increase,  their  collections  of  stones.  Meanwhile  I 
remain  with  all  due  respect,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedenboeg. 
Presthyttan,  February  14,  1724. 

P.  S.  You  can  see  from  the  pages  whether  anything  is 
wanting;  if  there  is,  I  should  like  to  know;  for  some  may 
have  been  mislaid  in  the  post-office,  and  may  otherwise  be  lost. 

*  Tliis  refers  to  a  large  work  "De  Genuina  Metallorum  Tractatione" 
(the  genuine  treatment  of  metals),  of  which  Swedenborg  had  published  a 
prospectus  in  the  year  1722  (see  Document  198) ;  but  which  was  never 
printed  in  the  form  set  forth  in  that  prospectus.  The  parts  on  iron  and  copper 
were  published  by  Swedenborg  in  1734,  as  volumes  II  &  III  of  his  Opera 
PhilosopJdca  et  Mineralia.  The  parts  on  sulphur,  common  salt,  and  vitriol 
are  preserved  among  his  MSS.  in  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm. 


DOCUMENT  101. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

By  the  last  post  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  dear  letter.  With  regard  to  the  professorship  of  the 
late  Celsius,^'  for  which  the  Chancellor  desires  an  able 
man,  whoever  he  may  be,  to  be  proposed — there  are  some  fine 
men  at  the  University,  as  Magister  Buhrman,®''  and  after  him 
Vassenius/^  or  Hasselquist.-J-  My  own  business  has  been  geo- 
metry, metallurgy,  and  chemistry,  and  there  is  a  great  differ- 
ence between  them  and  astronomy.  It  would  be  inexcusable 
for  me  to  give  up  a  profession,  in  which  I  tliink  I  can  be  of 
good  use;  further,  I  have  not  the  clonum  clocemU  (i.  e.  the 
gift  of  teaching);  you  know  my  natural  difficulty  in  speaking; 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Academy  will  not  propose  me, 
as  it  would  act  as  an  obstruction  on  the  part  of  the  Chan- 
cellor with  His  Majesty  in  the  matter  of  my  receiving  a 
salary  at  the  College,  which  is  now  before  him,  and  which  I  ex- 
pect to  obtain  some  time;  again,  I  no  longer  find  my  thoughts 
directed  towards  an  academical  life,  and  I  should  no  longer 
feel  satisfaction  in  it,  even  were  I  to  receive  a  salary  of 
1500  Rixdalers,  which  is,  however,  out  of  the  question.  You  will 
do  an  act  of  great  friendship  to  me,  if,  in  case  any  one  in 
the  Consistory  should  think  of  me,  you  will  answer  with  an 
absolute  No,  yet  at  the  same  time  expressing  my  gratitude  to 
them  for  considering  me  worthy. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to  XJpsal;    I  should 
like  very  much  to  accept  it,  if  I  could  venture,  immediately 

*  "BenzeUus'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  152. 
•j-  This  name  ought  probably  to  be  Hasselbom,  see  Note  77. 
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upon  my  return,  to  ask  the  College  for  another  leave  of 
absence  for  taking  a  journey;  were  I  to  tell  them  the  reason, 
they  might  answer,  that  I  could  very  well  dispense  with  it. 
Moreover,  several  connected  with  the  College  will  depart  on  a 
commission  in  a  few  days,  which  will  increase  my  difficulties. 
Meanwhile  I  congratulate  you;  I  should  like  very  much  in 
your  next  to  learn  the  point  of  the  strife  (niateriam  litis), 
that  still  remains. 

I  should  Hke  to  see  the  sharp  answer  of  my  antagonists;* 
but  words  will  not  rouse  me,   and  I  will  not  make  any  reply 
to  them,  as  I  have  stated  in  what  has  been  printed;  for  this 
would  be  a  most  ignoble  contest,  between  one  with  a  mask  and 
another  without  one;  probably  it  is  some  low,  vituperative  person, 
which  I  infer  from  his   laying  the  greatest  stress  upon  mere 
words,   and  from  his  not  seeming  to  have  any  understanding 
at  all  of  the  matter  itself;  inasmuch  as  he  supposes  my  mean- 
ing to   be,    that  whole  mountains  had  been  removed,   and   is 
not  at  all  aware  that  in   Sweden  large   stones   are  found  in 
the   middle   of  flat  fields,    and   also   that    many  ridges    and 
mountains  in  Sweden  consist  entirely  of  piles  of  stones.     In 
order  to  please  the  learned  in  Sweden  I  shall,  therefore,  at 
once  make  a  clear  proposition  of  given  dates,  introduce  ex- 
periments  from  hydrostatics   and  hydraulics,   apply  geometry 
to  them,   and  thus  arrive  at  a   clear  conclusion,  without  even 
mentioning  this  low  character,   who  seeks  his  glory  in  involv- 
ing another  in  a  dispute  in  a  mean  manner;  out  of  which  no 
honour  can  accrue,  inasmuch  as  while  he  is  unknown,  the  other 
is  well-known.     This  demonstration  I  will  afterwards  send  to 
Polhem,  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  and  after  he  has  expressed 
his    opinion  upon    it,    you   might    send   a  copy  to  Wolf^^    at 
Halle,  and  Julius  in  Leipzig.     I  presume  that  you  and  other 
learned  men  will  be  pleased  and  satisfied  with  the  judgment 
of  these  gentlemen;   and  this  will  be  sufiicient. 

By  brother  Anton  Swab®^  1  send  you  my  collections  on 
sulphur,  vitriol,  alum,  common  salt,  saltpetre,  and  the  acids  ;-{- 
but  these   collections  are  not  yet  set  up  with  any  care^  and 

*  Compare  Document  98. 

t  See  Note  to  Document  100,  p.  336. 
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as  I  desire  to  keep  them  for  myself  alone,  I  should  like  to 
have  them  returned  with  my  former  collections  about  copper, 
not  later  than  July. 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  offer  of  money,  but  I 
have  already  plenty  in  Norrberke,''^  which  will  not  be  wanted 
until  next  winter,  so  that  I  have  no  occasion  for  it.  I  am 
glad  that  you  effected  a  good  sale;  I  should  like  to  hear  at 
what  price  it  was  sold. 

I  remain,  honoured  and  dear  brother,  most  respectfully 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedenborg. 

Stockholm,  May  26,  1724. 

P.  S.  I  shall  have  the  honour  now  of  congratulating  you 
on  obtaining  the '  theological  professorship  in  succession  to 
Diurberg.* 


DOCUMENT  102. 
SWEDENBOKG  TO  BENZELIUS.  f 


Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  thank  you  with  all  my  heart  for  your  com- 
pany and  the  welcome  you  gave  to  me  on  my  visit.  I  had 
no  difficulty  on  my  journey  to  Stockholm;  and  on  my  arrival  I 
met  my  brother  Jesper,'^^  Magister  Nordborg^"  from  England, 
and  Magister  Andreas  Hessclius^^  from  Pennsylvania.  Magister 
Hesselius  is  now  pastor  in  Siiter;  he  collected  many  curious 
objects  during  his  stay  in  Pennsylvania,  and  wrote  a  minute  de- 
scription of  the  country;  but  he  had  the  misfortune  to  have 
this,   as   well   as   his   other    things   immersed   in  water,    and 

*  Ericus  Benzelius  continued  as   jirofessor  of  theology  at  Upsal  until 
172.  when  he  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Gottenburg. 
t    Benzelius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XL,  No.  153. 
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spoiled;  still  he  will  try  to  refresh  his  memory,  and  put  the 
descriptions  on  paper  again. 

Reaumur/^  who  has  written  about  steel  in  France,  has 
come  here,  and  is  at  the  College;  from  what  I  have  seen  of 
him  already,  I  consider  him  to  be  a  clever  scientific  man. 
At  present  I  have  only  time  to  think  of  my  preparations  to 
travel  again  to  Orebro;  but  after  my  return,  I  will  set  apart 
a  certain  time  each  day,  which  I  will  employ  for  things  useful 
in  science  and  literature. 

When  you  answer  Dr.  Sloane^^  in  England,  you  may 
mention  that  we  have  spoken  on  the  subject  together;  and 
that  I  am  wilHng  to  correspond  with  them  on  matters  con- 
nected with  metallurgy,  if  they  are  willing  to  print  it  at 
their  own  expense;  for  were  I  to  go  on  printing  at  my  ex- 
pense, I  should  lose  as  much  by  it  as  I  did  formerly;  moreover 
I  should  not  take  the  time  afterwards  to  keep  an  account  of 
these  printed  works. 

With  my  best  regards  to  sister  Anna°  and  brother  Eric,®^ 
I  remain,  honoured  and  dear  brother. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedenboeg. 

Stockholm,  August  20,  1724. 


bOCUMENT  103. 
■  BENZELIUS  TO  SWEDENBOEG.* 

To  Assessor  Em.  Swedenboeg, 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

*  *  *  *  I  rejoice  at  the  safe  arrival  of  Brother 
Jesper^^    and    his    good    companions    at    Stockholm,    and    1 
hope  to  see  them  here,   which  would  be  a  great  pleasure  to 
me.    I  win  write  to  Dr.   Sloane^^  in  London,  as  soon  as  I 
obtain   an  observation  on  the   state  of  the  barometer  in  the 
mines  at  Sahlberg,  whither  young  Celsius^''  wiU  travel  to-day 
for  this    purpose.     Dr.  Martin -|-  has  left  for  E,oslags-skieren 
in  order  to  make  there  his  ichthyological  observations.    I  thank 
you  for   the   promised  paper,  which  will  be  an  ornament  in 
the  Acta  lAteraria.    I  remain,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 
Your  most  faithful  servant  and  brother, 
E.  Benzelius. 
Upsal,  August  25,  1724. 

*  From  the  "Bergius  Collection,"  in  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stock- 
holm, Vol.  XIV,  p.  289. 

•J-  Dr.  Per  Martin,  Assessor  in  the  Royal  Medical  College  and  adjunct 
in  the  Medical  Faculty  at  Upsal;  he  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  Prof. 
Olof  Rudbeck  the  younger.^a 


DOCUMENT  104. 

JESPEE  SWEDENBORG^^  TO  HIS  BROTHER 
EMANUEL.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedeneoeg. 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  had  the  honour  to  answer  by  the  last 
post  your  two  agreeable  letters,  but  I  forgot  to  write  about 
several  important  matters,  which  I  now  wish  to  submit  to  you. 

1.  The  first  point  is  about  my  specie  rix-dalers,  which  you 
were  kind  enough  to  send  to  Mr.  Myra,  who  is  chaplain  of 
St.  Mary's  Church  in  Stockholm;  he  has  received  the  royal 
commission  for  Floby  [Floda?]. 

2.  The  other  point  is,  whether  you  think  I  ought  to  go 
out  to  America  again,  or  not.  I  have  a  great  inclination  to 
go,  but  good  advice  is  sometimes  very  necessary  in  such 
a  matter.  Some  advise  me  to  go  there  again,  and  others 
dissuade  me  from  it;  most  dissuade  me. 

3.  In  case  I  should  go,  I  should  like  you  to  receive  my 
money  here,  and  to  procure  for  me  again  letters  of  exchange 
on  London,  to  be  payable  either  at  Consul  Ahlstrom's,  ®*  or 
at  any  other  banker's,  as  you  may  think  best.  About  this  and 
similar  things  I  should  like  to  get  your  advice,  when  I  go 
out  again. 

Mr.  Ahlstrom^*  was  here  to-day;  he  left  for  Stockholm. 
He  has  a  great  desire  to  talk  with  you;  he  wishes  very  much 
to  take  you  with  him  to  England,  where  he  will  show  you 
much  that  is  interesting,  and  that  would  be  useful  to  the 
country.  He  has  done  some  great  things  here  at  Alingsas, 
and   he   has    had   machines   constructed,    the    hke    of   which 

*  "Bergius'  CoUection,"  Vol.  XIV,  p.  287. 
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cannot  be  found  in  all  Europe.  He  will  either  become  a 
very  rich,  or  a  very  poor  man.  He  travels  about  over  half 
the  world,  in  order  to  examine  machines  and  inventions.  I 
should  like  you  to  tell  me  what  sentence  has  been  passed 
on  the  false  King  Charles  XII,  and  whether  it  is  ti'ue 
that  the  Emperor  has  died  in  Moscow,  or  not.  If  there  is 
any  other  news  in  Stockholm,  I  wish  you  would  let  me  know. 

Remember  me  kindly  to  brother  Benzelstierna^  and  sister 
Hedwig.^    I  remain,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Jesper  Swedenbokg. 

Brunsbo,  February  26,  1725. 


DOCUMENT  105. 
BENZELIUS  TO  SWEDENBORa.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenborg. 

My  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  acknowledge  with  all  due  respect  the  favour 
which  you  have  shown  towards  my  Ericus,^^  and  which  he  has 
received  in  so  many  ways  from  you  in  Stockholm,  both  by 
instruction  in  physics  and  mathematics,  and  more  recently  by  a 
new  present.  I  wish  you  would  restrain  yourself  a  little  in 
this  respect,  especially  at  the  present  time,  when  expenses 
are  so  great  and  pressing  with  severity. 

A  good  friend  has  translated  your  calculation  respecting 
the   well-known   dttehacJmn  (genealogical  tree?),   so    that  this 
may  be  introduced  into  the  Acta.    He  made  the  calculation 
from  a  conical   figure,    although   you   made   it  from  an  oval. 
Should   any  thing  require    to   be  noted  respecting  his    calcu- 
lation,   I   await   your   orders,    and   remain,    my   dear  brother, 
Your  most  faithful  brother  and  servant, 
E.  Benzelius. 
Upsal,  July  13,  1725. 

*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  Vol.  XIV,  p.  290. 
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P.  S.  The  Royal  Society  in  England  has  been  pleased  to 
send  me  one  of  Hauksbee's  thermometers,  in  order  to  make 
observations  with  it.  It  will  probably  be  here  by  this  time 
by  the  yacht. 


DOCUMENT  106. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BENZELIUS.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

By  Friday's  post  a  letter  arrived  from  dear 
father,  which  I  enclose  herewith.  A  few  days  ago  there 
was  sent  me  by  post  a  treatise  on  "Finding  the  Longitude  of 
Places,"  which  has  been  written  by  some  one  in  England,  of 
whom  I  know  nothing.  His  method  seems  principally  to  consist, 
in  observing  the  moon  when  it  reaches  the  meridian,  and  in 
order  to  find  her  there,  he  makes  use  of  another  star.  But 
two  things  seem  to  conflict  with  this  method:  First  that  it  is 
difficult  to  find  out  the  precise  time  when  the  moon  reaches 
the  meridian  of  a  place,  which  it  must  pass  at  its  height,  and 
although  other  auxiliary  means  may  be  resorted  to,  still  the 
moon  cannot  be  got  there  with  accuracy,  nor  can  it  be  known 
precisely  when  this  appulsion  to  the  meridian  takes  place; 
moreover  it  is  more  difficult  to  find  this  when  at  sea  than  on 
land.  Secondly,  that  it  is  just  as  difficult  to  get  the  parallax 
there  correctly  as  in  any  other  place,  so  that  this  method 
has  the  same  difficulties  in  tliis  respect  as  the  other  methods. 
Moreover,  this  method  really  belongs  to  Kircher,  who  besides 
acknowledges  its  difficulties.  I  remain  meanwhile  with  all  due 
respect,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  June  6,  1726. 

P.  S.    I  will  send  you  by  the   yacht  to-day  this  treatise; 
Prof.  Buhrman^*  would  perhaps  like  to  read  it. 
To  Eeicus  Benzelius,  Upsal. 
*  "BenzeHus'  CoUection,"  Vol.  X,  No.  61. 


DOCmiENT  107. 
MAGISTER  UNGE'  TO  SWEDENBORG.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenbokg. 

My  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Last  Tuesday  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to 
you,  and  I  informed  you  then,  that  the  Bishop  accepted  your 
draught  for  700  dalers,  for  the  sake  of  assisting  brother  Anthon 
Swab.*'*'  It  woukl  be  well  if  he  could  really  be  helped  by  it. 
The  Bishop's  wife  thanks  you  very  much  for  the  trouble  you 
have  taken.  But  is  Anthon  Swab*"^  so  poor  that  he  requires 
the  Bishop's  assistance?  I  thought  the  Swabs  had  a  good 
inheritance,  and  if  this  is  so,  why  does  the  Bishop's  wife 
trouble  him  with  it?  I  remember  her  saying  once,  when  she 
was  troubled  about  him,  that  if  the  Bishop  would  only  come 
to  his  assistance,  she  would  willingly  pay  it  back  to  him 
again  from  what  would  some  day  come  to  her.  I  believe  that 
he  must  have  received  a  snug  little  sum,  when  all  is  added  up. 
AVith  regard  to  the  deimtles  in  the  House  of  Nobles — I 
do  not  mean  the  heads  of  families  which  hitherto  have  been 
there — there  has  been  considerable  talk  about  them  down 
here;  but  I  believe  that  the  House  of  Nobles  will  lose  much 
of  the  authority,  which  it  has  maintained  thus  far,  as  long  as 
it  could  derive  strength  from  the  Biblical  saying:  i)lures  sumiis. 
I  wish  the  present  Diet  may  close  well,  and  indeed  by  Christ- 
mas. In  every  other  respect,  I  remain  with  many  kind 
remembrances  and  esteem,  my  most  honoured  and  dear 
brother's. 

Most  obedient  servant, 
J.  Unge.^ 
W^nga,  September  25,  1726. 

*  "Bergius'  CoUection,"  in  Stockholm,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  296. 


DOCUMENT  108. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  A.  D.  SCHONSTROM.^^  * 

To   Mr.   Abraham  Daniel   Schonstrom,    gentleman  in  atten- 
dance on  His  Majesty,  at  Koping  and  Jonsarbo, 

I  thank  you  for  your  favourable  letter.  With 
regard  to  the  meadows  belonging  to  Aslittforst,  a  resolution 
was  taken  last  week.  Brother  Horleman^^  has  probably 
taken  a  copy  of  it.  The  governor's  resolution  was  simply 
confirmed.  With  respect  to  Fru  Behm^*^  nothing  further  has 
been  decided;  although,  whichever  way  it  may  be  decided, 
I  shall  be  satisfied  with  it.  With  regard  to  your  plan,  we 
can  discuss  it  better  orally;  meanwhile  I  have  placed  your 
letter  where  it  cannot  be  summoned  by  any  judge;  for  after 
reading  it  through,  I  committed  it  to  Vulcanus,  and  if  he 
after  reading  it  can  make  any  use  of  it,  it  Ues  in  his  power. 
Remember  me  kindly  to  my  aunt  and  other  brothers  and 
listers  at  present  in  Jonsarbo.  Meanwhile  I  remain  with  all  due 
respect,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedenborg. 

Stockholm,  October  24,  1727. 

*  The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  Counts 
Hamilton  in  Sweden,  who  kindly  sent  it  to  the  editor  of  these  documents 
through  the  Librarian  Klemming,  to  take  a  copy  of  it. 


DOCUMENT  109. 
SWEDENBORO  TO  A.  D.  SCHONSTROM.^^* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter,  and  also  for 
having  returned  me  my  letter.  "With  respect  to  the  matter 
about  which  you  asked  me  in  confidence,  and  where  I  was  to 
point  out  to  you  the  way  by  which  to  obtain  it,  I  can  see  no 
better  way  or  mode  for  it,  than  that  you  should  first  sound 
them  orally,  so  as  to  be  able  to  tell  whether  those  who  are 
concerned  are  flexible  or  not;  no  one  \vishes  you  better  success 
than  I,  and  if  the  appearances  are  favourable,  I  will  help  you 
as  much  as  I  am  able,  according  to  ray  small  ability.  But 
as  you  make  your  request  so  very  urgently,  I  can  surmise 
nothing  else,  than  that  there  is  something  very  pressing  in- 
volved in  it,  which  you  endeavour  to  reach  by  it.  In  case  there 
should  be  any  pretty  maiden  in  question,  I  wish  you  as  much 
success  in  the  latter,  as  in  the  former  case. 

With  respect  to  the  letter  to  Mr.  Balgerie,  I  have  not 
^n'itten  him  a  letter  for  the  last  three  years,  and  he  may  no 
longer  remember  me;  at  all  events  it  would  be  difficult  for 
me  to  compose  a  letter  in  French,  which  you  might  approve. 
In  order  to  oblige  you  in  this  matter,  I  yesterday  therefore 
requested  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  Cameen,  to  do  this 
service  for  you,  which  he  has  promised  to  do  in' all  due  form, 
and  to  send  it  to  you,  at  least  if  you  request  him  to  do  so; 
and  I  can  assure  you  that  one  word  from  him  will  weigh 
more  than  a  thousand  from  me,  who  have  never  had  any 
dealings  with  him. 

I  remain,  meanwhile,  with  all  due  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Em.  Sw^edenborg. 
Stockholm,  November  21,  1727. 

[To  Abraham  Daniel  Schonstrom.] 

*  The  original  of  this  letter  in  Swedenborg's  own  handwriting  is  in  tho 
possession  of  John  Bragg,  Esq.,  Birmingham. 


DOCUMENT  110. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  A.  D.  SCHONSTROM.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

*  *  *  *  Brother  Benzelstierna^  is  in  Sahlberg, 
wherefore  I  cannot  confer  with  him  on  this  matter,  as  you 
wished  me  to  do,  before  his  return.  If  there  is  some  maiden 
in  your  thoughts,  and  I  hit  it  correctly,  I  wish  you  much 
success  in  it.*  *  *  *  The  king  has  ordered  the  College  to  meet 
together  upon  the  trade  through  commission  merchants,  which 
I  also  demanded  in    my   memorial   before   the   Diet. 

I  remain  with  all  due  respect,  most  honoured  and  dear 
brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockhohn,  November  27,  1727. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  loud  rumour  that  the  young  Czar  was 
murdered  on  the  11th  inst. 

To  Mr.  Abraham  Daniel  Schonstrom,^^  gentilhomme  de  la 
Cour,  at  Koping  and  Jonsarbo. 

*  The  original  of  this  letter  in  Swedenborg's  own  handwriting  is  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  J.  K.  Boyle,  Bacup,  Lancashire,  England. 


DOCUMENT  111. 
MAGISTER  UNGE  TO  SWEDENBORG.* 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother. 

*  *  *  *  When  I  have  closed  my  account  with 
Zelow,  I  have  also  closed  the  account  of  my  moneys.  The 
little  real  estate  wliich  I  have  purchased,  cannot  yield  more 
than  300  dalers  in  silver;  and  I  had  to  expend  a  good  deal 
in  building  upon  it.  But  I  am  happy  and  contented  that,  with 
God's  help,  my  wife  and  children  are  provided  for  to  some 
extent,  in  case  they  should  lose  me.  If  God  grant  me  life, 
I  shall  always  be  able  to  gain  a  little  extra.  Brother  Jesper 
Swedenborg^^  has  like-wise  bought  a  little  estate,  so  that 
he  too  can  take  care  of  himself;  the  best  thing  in  his  case 
is,  that  he  is  temperate  and  economical,  does  not  run  into 
expenses,  and  has  a  good  and  pious  wife.  Brother  Lundstedt^ 
seems  to  be  worst  off,  inasmuch  as  he  has  no  other  pro- 
perty than  a  rusthcill  [a  farm  which  is  obliged  to  equip  a 
cavalry  soldierj,  which  has  its  difficulties  in  times  of  peace, 
and  still  more  in  times  of  war. 

There  is  one  matter  with  which  I  would  trouble  you,  if 
you  will  allow  me.  Vice-magistrate  Rydbeck,  the  son  of 
the  late  Dean  at  Lidkoping,  has  applied  to  His  Majesty  for 
the  benefit  of  the  year  of  grace;  on  which  account  I  must 
remain  one  year  longer  in  Wanga,  which  for  several  reasons 
I  do  not  like.  But  the  Consistory  has  opposed  his  ap- 
plication, and  has  forwarded  a  written  objection  to  His 
Majesty,  that  he,  as  an  only  son,  who  has  come  of  age, 
and  occupies  a  position  of  honour,  is  not  entitled  to  enjoy 
the  privilege.  His  Majesty  has  therefore  referred  this  matter 
to  the  revenue  office,  and  to  the  office  of  the  exchequer,  that 
they  should  give  him  a  definition  of  what  is  meant  by  minora 

*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  291. 
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and  imjjrovided  children  who  may  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the 
clergy;  this  has  always  been  understood  to  refer  to  the  un- 
married daughters  of  a  clergyman,  for  whose  support  the 
year  of  grace  was  granted  by  His  Majesty ;  and  also  to  a 
clergyman's  sons,  if  they  were  studying  either  in  the  schools 
or  at  the  universities,  and  required  assistance  to  enable  them 
to  make  themselves  serviceable  to  the  state;  but  when  the 
sons  of  a  clergyman  were  more  than  thirty  years  old,  when 
they  had  left  their  studies,  and  had  entered  upon  a  different 
kind  of  life,  they  were  never  included  among  minors  and 
unprovided  children.  If,  then,  you  are  acquainted  with 
the  two  respective  presidents,  please  talk  with  them,  and  tell 
them  that  Rydbeck  above-named  does  not  seem  to  have 
any  claim  upon  the  privilege  of  the  year  of  grace,  and  after- 
wards speak  a  word  with  Cederstrom,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  ask  him  to  be  so  kind  as  to  draw  this  matter  to  a  close, 
so  that  all  concerned  may  know  the  ground  on  which  they 
stand,  as  the  first  of  May  is  rapidly  approaching.  It  is  said 
that  Rydbeck  has  gone  to  Stockholm,  to  endeavom-  to  obtain 
a  favourable  sentence  for  himself;  Cederbielke  is  his  maternal 
uncle. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  you  to  consider  well,  why  you  let 
all  chances  of  a  good  marriage  slip  away  from  you?  Major 
Otter  is  engaged  to  be  married  to  Tham's^'  eldest  daughter; 
now  the  younger,  who  is  the  best  and  prettiest,  may  be  had 
again;  will  you  not  take  your  measures  accordingly?  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  Tham^'^  would  think  well  of  it.  I  believe 
that  there  are  considerable  means  with  each  of  his  daughters, 
so  that  you  could  not  find  a  better  match  in  the  whole  country. 
Muster  up  courage  in  God's  name,  and  trust  for  success  in 
His  gracious  Providence ;  leiita  remedia  et  longas  deliherationes 
non  patitur  temjms,  et  pericidum  in  mora  (i.  e.  time  does  not 
admit  of  slow  remedies  and  long  deliberations,  there  is  danger 
in  delay).  With  kind  remembrances  from  my  wife,  I  remain, 
most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  UnCtE. 

Wanga,  March  18,  1729. 


DOCUMENT  112. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  BEITA  BEHM-^^^^ 

Madam, 

With  regard  to  the  goods  conveyed,  which  I  gave 
in  charge  to  Chamberlain  Count  Gyllenborg,  ^^  I  am  not 
at  all  -svilling  to  take  them  back,  and  I  neither  ought  nor 
can  do  so;  and  as  what  I  sent  there  from  my  own  works 
amounts  to  a  total  of  608  copper  dalers  in  currency,  and 
144  skepjnDuJ,  18  2)und,  pig  iron,  I  have  always  suspected,  that 
you  would  not  give  it  up  on  closing  up  correctly  and  without 
objections.  If  you  really  entertain  such  pretensions  as  your 
letter  intimates,  where  you  demand  that  these  assignments 
should  be  accepted  and  paid  for,  it  is  well  that  I  have  taken 
all  necessary  precaution  in  this  matter;  if,  therefore,  you 
make  such  a  demand  by  law,  I  shall  give  you  an  answer,  and 
meanwhile  it  is  quite  unnecessary  for  us  to  talk  about  it;  I 
will  only  tell  you  this  much  beforehand,  that  with  such  a 
case  you  will  lose  more  by  going  to  law,  than  win. 

Moreover  it  may  be  necessary  to  go  into  court  with  respect 
to  the  considerable  expenses  in  the  building  of  the  forge,  and 
also  about  the  large  amount  of  out-standing  debts  with  which 
we  are  charged,  with  several  other  things,  inasmuch  as  I 
cannot  agree  to  several  things  which  are  entered  into  the 
account;  all  of  which  will  also  have  to  be  examined  by  law, 
should  we  be  unable  to  agree.  I  remain  meanwhile,  with  es- 
teem, madam. 

Your  dutiful  servant, 
Em.  Swedenbokg. 
Stockholm,  Dec.  23,  1729. 

*  The    original   of  tliis   letter  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  "W.  H. 
Benade,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 


DOCUMENT  113. 
BISHOP  SWEDBERG  TO  HIS  SON  EMANUEL.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenboeg. 

My  dear  son,  Eman.  Swedenborg, 

1.  I  have  wi'itten  to  Assessor  Benzelstiema,  ^ 
that  either  you  or  he  ought  to  go  over  to  Upsal,  and  look 
after  my  large  stone  house  there,  which  must  be  repaired  this 
summer,  or  else  it  will  go  to  ruin,  and  be  beyond  repairing. 

2.  I  wish  you  would  apply  to  the  authorities  for  leave  to 
take  out  of  Skepsholm  a  number  of  my  psalm  books.  I  wrote 
about  this  to  both  Their  Majesties,  and  the  Queen  most 
graciously  answered  me,  that  it  shall  be  done.  Talk  with 
Lady  Dube-j-  about  it. 

3.  I  have  the  spiritual  exercises  of  my  catechism  in  the 
press.  As  you  are  a  good  Latin  poet,  I  wish  you  would 
write  a  few  verses  for  it.  It  is  the  book  which  was  burnt 
in  the  year  1712;  two  copies  were,  however,  found  in  the 
ashes,  a  little  singed  outside,  but  not  as  to  their  contents. 

4.  Send  me  a  hundred  copies  of  my  portrait  or  picture, 
which  also  escaped  being  burnt  in  the  same  conflagration; 
and  as  you  have  written  some  clever  verses  upon  it,  I  shall 
let  them  be  printed,  and  added  to  the  picture.  You  may 
send  them  with  Consul  Ahlstrom,^*  who  is  in  Stockholm  on 
account  of  his  works   at  Alingsas. 

5.  Send  also  Scriver's  Gotthold,  which  is  said  to  be  trans- 
lated into  Swedish. 

6.  I  have  written  a  copy  of  my  biography  for  each  of 
my    children.     Write    me   also    some  verses    for  it.     I  think 

*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm,  Vol.  XTV,  page  294. 
f  Probably  Baroness  Frederica  Ulrica  von  Diiben,  in  attendance  on  the 
Queen,  who  was  married  in  1734  to  Skutenhjelm,  the  Councillor  of  Court. 
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very  liigUy  of  your  verses.  My  dear  wife  desires  to  be 
remembered  to  you.  Remember  me  kindly  to  Assessor  Benzel- 
stierna.^     Vale. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.    SWEDBEKG. 

Bruusbo,  April  10,  1730. 


DOCUMENT  114. 
MAGISTER  UNGE  TO  SWEDENBORa* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenborg. 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

You  are  probably  aware  that  Brunsbo  was 
again  reduced  to  ashes  by  a  vehement  conflagration  between 
the  18th  and  19th  of  August,  and  the  Bishop  came  very  near 
being  burnt  himself.  The  large  wooden  building  together 
with  the  stone  house  is  destroyed,  and  everything  it  contained. 
The  silver  in  the  chest,  as  much  as  was  in  it,  was  saved,  but 
every  thing  out  of  it,  for  ordinary  use,  was  lost.  All  our  dear 
father's  printed  works,  the  newly  re-printed  Catechism,  all  his 
manuscripts,  with  the  exception  of  one  copy  of  the  book  of 
sermons,  and  one  of  the  biography,  and  his  entire  remaining 
library,  are  lying  in  ashes.  This  latter  damage  is  almost  greater 
than  the  first.  Three  banknotes  were  saved,  one  for  900  dalers, 
another  for  1,060  dalers,  and  a  third  for  1,686  rix-dalers  in 
silver,  if  I  remember  rightly.  I  think  there  were  four  bank- 
notes, but  you  probably  know,  as  you  collected  the  interest 
last.  Before  brother  Swab^"  left,  the  Bishop  gave  him  a  quit- 
tance for  all  he  had  cost  him,  wliich  was  considerable. 

The  printer,  the  rogue,  had,  against  my  advice  and  consent, 
prevailed  on  the  Bishop  to  reprint  the  Catechism,  for  which 
he  received  a  considerable  sum,  so  that  the  Bishop  is  now  in 

*-'Bergius'  Collection"  Stockholm,  Vol.  XIV,  p.,  293. 
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debt  to  the  diocese  for  700  dalers  in  silver,  and  the  book  it- 
self is  in  ashes. 

"With  kind  remembrances,  I  remain,  my  dear  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
J.  Unge.^ 
Lidkoping,  August  24,  1730. 


DOCUMENT  115. 
BISHOP   SWEDBERa  TO  HIS  SO]^  EMANUEL.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenborg. 
My  dear  son, 

I  wrote  to  Their  Majesties  about  getting  a 
few  of  my  psalm  books  from  Skepsholm.  Look  after  it.  If 
you  get  permission  to  take  10,  take  50.  Try-  to  find  out 
whether  Their  Majesties  received  recently  my  newly  printed 
Catechism,  which  I  sent  them  by  Henrich  Kohlmater.  Let 
me  know  what  happens  at  the  Diet.  1  am  writing  to-day 
to  Landmarshall  Count  Arvid  Horn,-|-  about  some  important 
matters,  which  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the 
Diet.  Let  me  hear  how  they  are  received,  and  what  is 
resolved  upon  respecting  them.  My  best  remembrances.  Be 
commended  to  God.     I  remain. 

Your  loving  father, 

J.    SWEDBERG. 

Brunsbo,  March  1,  1731. 

P.  S,  My  collection  of  sermons  is  now  ready,  and  has  passed 
the  censors.  Will  you  invest  in  it?  you  will  gain  a  good 
deal  by  it.  Or  perhaps  some  one  else  in  Stockholm?  Try  to 
find  out,  also,  whether  Their  Majesties  have  received  my 
"America."  Mine  was  burnt.  The  Queen  must  certainly  have 
received  hers. 

*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  296. 
■{-  Conceining  Coinit  A.   Horn,  see  Introduction  to  Document  172  and 
likewise  Note   1U4. 


DOCUMENT  116. 
MAGISTEE  UNGE  TO  SWEDENBORG.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenboeg. 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

They  are  doing  well  at  Brunsbo.  Moller  is 
now  beginning  to  swindle  the  Bishop  on  a  new  account, 
for  he  desires  to  print  the  collection  of  sermons  which  was 
burnt.  The  Bishop  has  no  money,  and  he  owes  from  500 
to  600  dalers  to  the  Cathedral,  which  Moller  received  for 
printing  the  Catechism  last  year.  How  will  this  end  if  he 
begin  printing  in  his  poverty?  I  really  believe  that  Moller 
has  bewitched  the  Bishop,  as  no  man  can  prevail  upon  him 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  swindler.  No  one  is  allowed 
to  see  their  accounts,  but  dear  father  enters  it  all  in  his 
book.  Some  days  ago  we  made  a  computation,  but  how 
much  it  really  amounts  to  or  how  much  Moller  has  received, 
no  one  knows.  I  was  told  for  certain  that  he  received 
last  year   1500  dalers  in  silver  merely  for  the  Catechism. 

What  will  this  lead  to?  The  Bishop  plunges  himself  more 
and  more  into  debt.  He  is  now  writing  daily  with  great 
industry  at  the  two  other  volumes  of  the  collection  of  sermons, 
which  was  burnt;  but  you  can  imagine  what  they  will  be  in 
his  old  age,  and  without  any  help  from  his  hbrary.  AVith 
kind  remembrances  from  my  wife,  I  remain,  most  honoured 
and  dear  brother, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  Unge.^ 
[Lidkoping,  1731]. 

*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  295. 
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DOCUMENT  117. 

HENKEL,  THE  COUNCILLOR  OF  MDTES,  TO 
SWEDENBORG* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenborg. 
Sir, 

I  rejoice  in  the  honour  of  having  made  your 
acquaintance;  and  this  so  much  the  more,  because  I  have 
long  desired  to  make  it,  on  account  of  your  great  merits, 
which  your  fellow-countrymen  who  have  honoured  me  with 
their  visits  have  testified  to.  You  would  oblige  me  infinitely,  if, 
in  accordance  with  your  offer,  you  would  kindly  assist  me  with 
some  observations  in  respect  to  the  mineralogy  of  your  country, 
because  I  shall  need  them  very  much  in  a  real  mineralogical 
dictionary  which  I  am  preparing,  and  which  is  an  enterprise 
as  difficult  as  it  is  important.  Mr.  Hekel,-j-  an  honest  man, 
understands  his  business;  you  will  therefore,  have  patience 
with  him,  if  he  does  not  accomplish  what  he  has  promised,  in 
the  desired  time.  I  assure  you,  that  no  booksellers  exist 
at  the  present  time  among  us  who  will  not  try  to  perform  their 
contract.  As  for  myself  I  shall  never  fail  to  do  every  thing 
for  it  I  can.   With  all  due  consideration,  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 
J.  F.  Henkel.^s 
Freyberg,  November  21,  1732. 

P.  S.  I  have  chang-ed  my  place  of  abode,  and  will  be  for 
the  future  stationed  at  Freyberg,  where  His  Majesty  the  King 
has  placed  me  in  the  capacity  of  Councillor  of  Mines. 

*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stocldiolm,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  284, 

f  Friedricli  Hekel,  a  printer   of  Leipzig  and  Dresden,  who    published 

Swedenborg's  "Opera  PhilosopMca  et  Mineralia,"    and  his  "Prodomus  de 

Infinito,"  in  1734. 


DOCUMENT  118. 

LECTOR  SPARSCHUH  TO  CARL  JESPER 
BENZELIUS.* 

This  week  we  were  visited  by  the  most 
noble  assessors  of  the  College  of  Mines,  your  paternal  uncle, 
IVIr.  Lars  Benzelstjerna,  with  his  most  noble  wife,  and 
your  maternal  uncle,  Mr.  Em.  Swedenborg.  The  former 
departed  yesterday  for  Stockholm;  but  the  latter  directed 
his  journey  to  Germany,  in  order  to  see  through  the  press  a 
work  written  by  himself.  May  God  lead  him  and  bring  him 
back  again! 

Linkoping,  May  19,  1733. 

*  This  letter  is  contained  in  the  correspondence  of  Dr.  Carl  Jesper 
Benzelius,99  Professor  at  Lund,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Cathedral-Libra- 
ry at  Linkoping. 


DOCUMENT  119. 
JACOB  FORSKAL  TO  SWEDENBORa.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedekboeg. 
Most  noble  Assessor, 

Promoter  of  learning,  most  worthy  of  honour, 

I  am  compelled  by  necessity  to  overcome  my 
timidity,  and  address  to  you  these  Hues,  which  are  barbarous, 
rather  than  Latin.  You  will  please  to  overlook  their  defects.  I 
appear  as  a  captive  in  a  doubtful  victory,  in  daring  to  molest  you, 
a  man  of  many  sciences,  with  these  hues.  I,  who  have  not 
yet  quite  rubbed  off  the  rudiments  of  Latinity  acquired  in  the 
elementary  schools,  and  who,  from  straitened  domestic  circum- 
stances and  the  storms  I  have  passed  through,  was  unable 
to  be  within  the  walls  of  a  university,  would  not  have  dared 
to  molest  you,  if  necessity  had  not  compelled  me.  For  I  have 
heard,  most  noble  Sir,  that  you  have  in  the  press  some  helps 
in  metallurgy  in  the  Latin  language.  I  beseech,  and  most 
humbly  beg  of  you,  that  you  will  let  me  have  a  copy  of  this 
work,  for  which  I  will  send  you  the  amount  of  its  cost. 

Meanwhile,  I  thank  the  High  and  Most  blessed  God,  from 
the  depth  of  my  heart,  that  by  His  blessing  He  has  made 
our  country  worthy  of  such  a  genius,  so  that  I  also,  who  am 
sweating  in  the  dust,  may  be  able  to  derive  the  necessary  light 
from  your  work,  most  noble  and  celebrated  Sir,  and  master 
of  many  sciences,  to  enlighten  my  darkness.  For  I  long  to 
have  some  clear  insight  into  metallurgy. 

Most  noble  Sir,  hearken  to  me,  and  favour  me  with  a  copy 
of  your  work,  for  which  I  will  pay  you.  To  continue  my 
humble  thanks  even  to  the  time  of  my  death,  is  the  vow  of, 
most  noble  assessor, 

Your  humble  servant, 
Jacob  Foeskal. 
Ironworks  Koskis  [in  Finland],  Aug.  27,  1734. 
*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  StocMiolm,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  285. 


DOCUMENT  120. 
IVIAGISTER  UNGE  TO  SWEDENBOEG.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenborg. 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  last  letter  seems  to  put  it  beyond  a 
doubt  that  you  will  come  down  to  the  funeral. -{-  The  old 
atheist,  Chamberlain  Eric  Sparre,:|:  who  lived  in  Ryholm, 
has  also  recently  deceased.  He  was  a  regular  Lucian, 
and,  if  possible,  worse  than  Lucian.  Besides  many  other  dis- 
ciples of  atheism,  he  had  a  fellow  religionist  even  at  Upsal — 
our  age  seems  almost  in  decay.  It  is  said  that  on  his  death- 
bed he  discovered  that  the  light  he  had  followed  in  his 
principles  was  a  seductive,  hidden  fire,  and  in  itself  the 
thick  darkness  of  hell.  He  is  said  to  have  repented  very  sin- 
cerely, and  to  have  condemned  it,  and  done  penance  for  it, 
and  also  to  have  jirepared  himself  in  a  Christian  fashion  for 
a  blessed  end.  I  trust  that  this  may  have  been  so.  With 
many  kind  remembrances  from  my  wife,  I  remain,  most 
honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
J.  Unge.^ 
Lidkoping,  January  17,  1736. 

*  "Eeigius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm    Vol.  XIV,  p.  297. 

•j-  Among  the  letters,  etc.  from  Their  Royal  Majesties,  of  the  years  1736, 
1737,  p.  99,  in  the  College  of  Mines  in  Stockholm,  there  is  a  document  in 
■which  the  King  gi'ants  leave  of  absence  to  Assessors  Swedenborg  and 
Benzelstierna  for  three  or  four  weeks,  to  go  to  "Westergothland  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  Bisho])  Swedberg.     That  document  is  dated  Jan.  13,  1736. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  College  it  appears  that  the  funeral  of  the  Bishop 
was  to  take  place  on  the  29th  of  January ;  yet  the  Bishop  died  as  early  as 
the  26th  of  July,  1735.  See  the  letter  in  which  the  widow  announces  his 
decease  to  Ericus  Benzehus,  which  is  dated  Brunsbo,  July  27,  1735,  and 
which  is  among  Bishop  Benzehus'  letters  at  Linkoping,  Vol.  XIV,  No.  114. 

\  Baron  Eric  Sjtane,  chamberlain  of  the  Dowager- Queen  Hedwig 
Eleoiiora ;  he  was  born  in  1660,  and  died  in  1736.  See  "Anrep,"  Vol.  IV, 
p.  40. 


DOCUMENT  121. 
MAGTSTER  UNGE  TO  SWEDENBORG.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenboeg. 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

As  much  as  I  was  pleased  with  your  former 
letter,  in  which  you  wrote  me  that  your  journey  abroad  was 
given  up,  so  much  the  more  disappointed  was  I  at  your  last 
letter,  in  which  you  say  the  French  journey  is  again  deter- 
mined upon.  Remember  me  kindly  to  brother  Benzelstierna,^ 
whom  I  will  not  answer  this  tim-e,  as  he  wishes  to  have  some 
particulars  respecting  the  earthquake  that  took  place  here. 
There  is  another  thing  which  happened  to  a  man  here,  who 
some  years  ago,  while  he  was  young,  in  the  course  of  half 
an  hour  got  a  beard  which  was  so  long  that  it  reached  down 
to  his  waistband,  and  he  would  no  doubt  have  kept  this  long 
beard,  if  he  had  not  been  too  young  to  run  about  with  it. 
The  man  is  still  living;  he  is  now  over  seventy  years  old. 
This  was  done  through  sorcery  or  rather  by  the  evil  one  him- 
self. I  will  send  an  account  of  this  to  brother  Benzelstierna, 
together  with  the  former. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
J.  Unge. 
Lidkoping,  April  24,  1736. 

*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  297. 


DOCUMENT  122. 
ERICUS  BENZELIUS  TO  CHRISTOPHER  WOLF.^""* 

Most  reverend  and  learned  Sir, 

*  *  *  *  From  my  boyhood  I  was  seized 
■with  such  a  zeal  for  collecting  letters  of  learned  men,  that 
even  now  I  refresh  my  mind  in  reading  them.  My  little 
Museum  consists  of  only  twenty  volumes.  I  will  tell  you 
very  soon,  in  what  manner  I  desire  to  dispose  of  them;  but 
I  am  importuned  now  by  my  very  best  relative,  Emanuel 
Swedenborg,  who  brings  this  letter,  and  who  is  the  author 
of  most  distinguished  works  in  mineralogy,  which,  as  you  are 
probably  aware,  have  been  published,  in  three  folio  volumes 
at  Leipzig,  etc.     Farewell. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 
E.  Benzelius. 
Linkoping,  July  13,  1736. 

*  This  served  as  a  letter  of  introduction  for  Swedenborg,  and  was  de- 
livered by  him  in  Hamburg  to  Christopher  Wolf,ioo  one  of  the  leading 
clergymen  of  that  town.  It  is  now  preserved  among  the  letter's  of 
Christopher  "Wolf,  in  the  town-library  of  Hamburg,  where  it  was  found 
by  the  editor  in  1868. 


DOCUMENT  123. 
CHRISTOPHER  WOLF^"^"  TO  E.  BENZELIUS* 

I  received  recently  your  most  welcome  letter, 
which  was  handed  to  me  by  your  relative,  the  most  noble 
Swedenborg,  who  was  known  to  me  by  name  already.  I  value 
his  most  celebrated  work  in  mineralogy  so  much  the  more,  be- 
cause in  the  present  age  scarcely  any  one  can  be  compared 
with  this  most  excellent  and  clear-headed  man  in  this  de- 
partment. 

September  1,  1736. 


DOCUMENT  124. 
LARS  BENZELSTJERNA^  TO  SWEDENBOR^.f 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenboeg. 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

I,  as  well  as  all  your  friends  and  relatives,  re- 
joice most  heartily  at  your  being  in  good  health,  and  at  having 
arrived  safely  again  in  Paris,  of  which  your  last  welcome  letter 
of  May  14  assures  us.  You  are  quite  right  in  supposing 
that  things  have  changed  here  considerably  since  your  depar- 
ture. In  our  sphere,  in  the  Royal  College  of  Mines,  things 
are  in  statu  quo,  i.  e.  they  have  not  changed  since  Presidejit 
Ribbing's^"^  death  brought  us  for  president  Baron  Ralamb ; '°^ 

*  This  letter  is  found  in  the  "BenzeHus'  Collection"  of  letters,  Vol.  XIV, 
No.  188,  at  Linkoping. 

t  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  298. 
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only  Leyell,^"^  the  Councillor  of  Mines,  has  had  a  hard  time 
of  it,  and  has  been  unable  to  attend  our  sessions  for  17  or  18 
months  on  account  of  a  severe  affliction,  the  stone  and  cramps. 
But  in  the  Royal  Senate,  and  in  the  Royal  Court  of  Chancery, 
a  complete  sweep  has  taken  place.  His  Excellency  Count 
Horn^°*  was  the  first  who  retired  at  his  own  request  wdth  his 
full  salary  and  money  for  rations.  Afterwards  their  Excellen- 
cies Bonde,  Bielke,  Bark,  Hard,  and  Creutz  retired  each 
with  an  annual  pension  of  4,000  dalers  in  silver.  The  Court 
Chancellor  von  Kocken  and  the  Councillor  of  Chancery  Neres^"^ 
have  also  retired.  The  cause  of  all  this  I  do  not  know,  inas- 
much as  I  was  a  member  of  the  secret  committee,  and  thus 
could  not  know  anything  about  it.  In  consequence  of  this 
change  and  of  former  vacancies  there  were  called  into  the  Council 
of  State  Messrs.  Lowen,  Akerhielm,  Adlerfelt,  Nordenstrahle, 
Cederstrom,  Roos,  Wrangel,  Sparre,  Posse,  and  Ehrenpreus. 
His  Excellency  Count  Gyllenborg '^  is  President  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  and  of  the  Council  of  State,  Adlerfelt  is  Coun- 
cillor of  Chancery,  and  Secretary  of  State  Gedda  is  Court- 
Chancellor.  Mr.  Falcker  became  Secretary  of  State  after 
the  late  Mr.  Carlsson,  and  Mr.  Boneauskold  after  Coun- 
cillor of  State  Cederstrom.  Count  Carl  Bielke  is  President 
of  the  Revenue-office  (Stats  Contoiret)  after  the  late  Baron 
Feife.^^" 

In  private  matters  I  have  to  relate  that  the  widow  of 
Bishop  Swedberg*  has  recently  deceased.  Otherwise  your 
brothers  and  sisters,  my  dear  wife,  and  my  children  are  all 
doing  well,  and  they  desire  to  be  most  kindly  remembered 
to  you.  Lars  Benzelstierna^^  is  now  Master  of  Arts,  and 
has  several  times  stood  his  trial  in  preaching;  he  is  staying 
at  present  at  Lund. 

I  remain,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Laes  Benzelstierka. 
Stockhobn,  June  26,  1739. 

*  The  Bishop's  third  wife,  see  Document  15. 


DOCUMENT  125. 
LAES  BENZELSTJERNA^  TO  SWEDENBORG.* 

To  Assessor  E.  Swedenboeg, 

Your  last  honoured  letter  was  received  last 
November,  and  sometime  afterwards  the  table  of  which  you 
had  spoken^'  arrived.  I  had  to  use  sundry  expedients  in  the 
College  of  Commerce  and  the  Committee  on  Customs  to  get 
it  out  of  the  Custom-house;  for  it  was  looked  upon  as  con- 
traband and  subject  to  confiscation,  but  it  nevertheless  got 
tlirough  purgatory.  Many  of  your  friends  of  both  sexes  paid 
a  visit  to  it  in  the  College  of  Mines,  where  the  table  is 
placed,  and  they  examined  the  beautiful  work  with  surprise 
and  pleasure.  The  Court-Intendant,  Horleman,^^  is  the  cause 
of  my  answering  your  letter  so  late,  and  only  after  receiving 
your  second  letter  of  the  16th  inst;  for  this  same  Court- 
Intendant  has  been  so  busy,  that  I  had  to  wait  for  a  definite 
answer  from  him.  He  finds  the  work  very  well  done,  and 
he  and  also  young  Cronstedt-j-  maintain  that  they  have  seen 
this  kind  of  work  abroad,  and  that  it  is  an  artificial  com- 
pound. The  above  mentioned  Court-Intendant  does  not  think 
that  there  is  any  chance  of  the  master  of  this  art  obtaining 
employment  in  this  country,  inasmuch  as  the  building  funds 
of  the  Royal  Castle  cannot  be  counted  upon  for  such  an 
object;  and  although  there  may  be  some  who  would  fancy 
such  a  curious  work,  still  the  taste  for  art  in  1696  [?]  does  not 
warrant  the  expectation   that  it  would  find  many  purchasers 

now. 

Your  most  faithful  servant, 

Lars  Benzelstierna. 

Stockholm,  February  22,  1740. 

*  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm,  Vol.  XTV,  p.  286. 
f  Probably  Axel  Frederic  Cronstedt,  see  Note  107. 


DOCUMENT  126. 
JESPERSWEDENBORG^'-  TO  ERICUS  BENZELIUS.^ 

Most  reverend  Doctor  and  Bishop, 

Most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Since  you  have  always  been  favourably  inclined 
towards  me,  I  am  so  much  the  more  assured  that  you  will 
not  receive  my  letter  unfavourably;  for  I  am  compelled  by 
necessity  to  address  you.  I  have  written  many  times  to  brother 
Lars  Benzelstierna^  about  the  moneys  that  have  been  received 
for  the  large  stone  house,  but  I  am  unable  to  have  justice 
done  me  in  Stockholm,  inasmuch  as  I  have  never  had  a 
word  in  reply.  If  he  say  that  he  has  not  received  my  letter, 
or  that  it  has  been  lost  at  the  post-office,  neither  can  possibly 
be  the  case,  because  I  have  in  truth  written  him  at  least 
thirty  letters,  and  have  received  no  answer  to  any  of  them,  which 
appears  to  me  very  surprising.  I,  therefore,  entreat  you  most 
humbly  for  the  sake  of  justice  to  write  to  brother  Lars  Ben- 
zelstierna,^  and  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  him  to  be  so  good 
as  to  hand  over  to  me  the  money  he  ha(S  had  in  his  possession 
for  a  long  time,  and  to  pay  me  the  following  sums,  which 
I  know  [belong  to  me]. 

I  have  been  informed  that  he  has  paid  3,000  pund]^]  of 
the  money  for  the  large  stone  house  to  the  widow  of  the 
Bishop;  two-sevenths  of  that  purchase  money  I  am  entitled  to. 
I  have,  therefore,  to  receive  for  my  share  500  jpund]^^  more 
than  the  other  brothers  and  sisters.  In  addition  to  this, 
brother  Lars  Benzelstierna  has  to  pay  me  brother  Emanuel's 
money  for  Barby;  for  which  he  has  to  pay  the  Bishop's  widow, 
as  well  as  myself.  The  next  is  the  8,500  pund  from  Schultz, 
out  of  which  I  received  1,600  pund  after  the  Bishop's  widow 
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received  hers,  but  I  have  not  received  my  second  seventh  of 
the  remaining  stock;  of  this  there  are  still  233  j^iwicZ  due  to 
me;  now  I  know  that  Schultz  has  paid  all  correctly.  Besides, 
for  house  rent,  which  brother  Benzelstierna  collected  before 
I  came  to  Upsal,  and  which  was  paid  to  Werner's^''  widow 
for  the  hymn  book;  under  this  head  I  am  short  of  what  my 
other  brothers  and  sisters  have  received,  by  116  imnd.  All 
these  I  have  not  received,  amounting  in  all  to  894  pund^ 
which  belong  to  me  simply  from  the  proceeds  of  the  large 
stone  house  above-named,  and  which  brother  Benzelstjerna 
has  long  ago  received.  I  have  to  pay  heavy  interest  on 
borrowed  money,  while  others  enjoy  my  money.  Please  be  a 
good  friend  to  me,  and  beg  him  to  pay  me,  and  let  me  have 
a  correct  account  of  the  whole  amount.  I  do  n6t  understand 
how  I  can  be  unworthy  of  receiving  any  answer  to  all  those 
letters  which  I  have  written  to  him,  and  the  number  of  which 
it  would  be  hard  to  ascertain.  As  I  have  no  one  but  you  to 
whom  I  can  apply,  I  therefore  beg  you  to  see  that  justice  is  done 
me,  which  may  be  effected  by  your  writing  a  serious  letter  to 
him.  How  it  is  with  the  little  stone  house,  I  do  not  yet  know, 
I  have  no  knowledge  whether  brother  Emanuel  is  still  alive, 
or  whether  he  is  dead.  With  many  kind  remembrances  to 
you  and  sister  Anna  from  my  wife  and  myself,  I  remain 
forever,  most  honoured  and  dear  brother, 

Your  humble  servant, 

Jesp.  S wedenborg.  ^^ 
Swedendahl,  October  2ti,  1740. 


DOCUMENT  127. 

EXTRACT  FROM  A  LETTER  OF  E.  BENZELTUS 

TO  HIS-SON  CHARLES  JESPER  BENZELIUS^' 

m  STOCKHOLM.* 

Visit  your  uncle  Emanuel  Swedenborg  as  often 
as  possible,  but  at  such  hours  as  he  may  himself  appoint;  for 
he   is   not    always  at    leisure,    and  is  most   economical  with 
his  time. 
Linkoping,  October  25,  1740. 


DOCmfENT  128. 
SWEDENBORO  TO f. 

Most  honoured  Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  you  another 
letter,  from  which  I  saw  that  you  were  pleased  with  medi- 
tating upon  the  causes  of  the  change  of  colour  in  metals.  As 
I  am  always  wilhng  to  furnish  whatever  may  serve  this  object, 
I  appeal  therefore  to  my  former  [letter],  especially  as  this 
depends  chiefly  upon  the  experiments  themselves,  and  upon  all 
tlie  circumstances  by  which  they  are  necessarily  attended,  all 
of  which  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  before  a  statement 
can  be  made  about  their  cause.  For  in  order  that  anything 
may  be  judged  a  iiosteriori,  and  a  priori,  such  data  must  be 
given,   as   may  enable  one  in  the  end  to  arrive  at  the  cause; 

*  This  letter  is  contained  in  the  Correspondence  of  Doctor  Carl  Jes])er 
Bi'nzelius,99  professor  at  Lund,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Cathedral-library 
at   Linkoping. 

t  "Bergius'  Collection,"  in  Stockholm  Vol.  XIV,  p.  299. 


368  SWEDENBOBG'S  CORRESPONDENCE.    [Doc.  128. 

because  one  and  the  same  phenomenon  cannot  only  be 
produced  in  a  great  many  ways,  but  one  thing  may  be  appa- 
rently like  another,  although  in  itself  it  is  entirely  diiferent. 
In  this  case,  therefore,  the  same  rules  must  be  observed  as 
in  the  algebraical  analyses,  where  one  must  have  such  pro- 
positions or  data  as  will  enable  one  to  conclude  in  respect  to 
those  that  are  sought  after.  The  change  of  colour  does  not 
furnish  me  any  datum  at  all,  inasmuch  as  this  may  be  produced 
in  a  hundred  different  ways,  and  the  particles  also  may  be 
similarly  circumstanced  in  respect  to  form,  position,  pellu- 
cidity,  etc.;  and  yet  entirely  different  in  one  case  from  what 
it  is  in  another.  Without  noticing  the  experiments  recorded 
in  books,  and  which  may  be  studied  there,  I  will  only  mention 
two  instances  known  to  myself,  which  may  usefully  receive 
your  consideration.  Councillor  of  Commerce  Polhem,"  about 
thirty  years  ago,  made  an  experiment  in  Fahlun  with  mercury 
and  sulphur,  which  he  mixed,  and  introduced  into  a  strong 
iron  globe,  and  then  laid,  or  probably  immured  in  a  blast- 
furnace, where  it  was  exposed  to  a  pretty  strong  heat;  when 
the  mixture  was  taken  out,  it  had  a  golden  colour,  but  it  was 
in  powder,  and  could  not  be  made  into  a  solid  mass.  The 
late  Councillor  of  Mines  Lybecker^°^  [died  1714]  was  present 
at  this  experiment.  With  regard  to  the  second  experiment, 
about  making  gold  white,  I  wish  to  state  that  when  Brunsbo 
was  burnt  down  in  1712,  there  was  an  iron-chest,  in  which 
were  ducats;  among  these  were  some,  where  i  or  -^  portion 
of  the  surface  upon  one  side  became  as  white  as  silver.  These 
I  handled  myself,  and  the  true  gold  colour  could  not  be  restored 
to  them  by  glowing.  As  I  did  not  trouble  myself  very  much 
at  that  time  with  chemistry,  I  did  not  make  any  other  experi- 
ments with  them.  This  I  wish  to  communicate  to  you,  that 
you  may  think  about  it;  inasmuch  as  it  concerns  such  things 
as    are  unknown  to  chemistry.     1  remain  with  all  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedekboeg. 

[Written  from  1741 — 1743;  for  30  years  after  Councillor 
Lybecker's  death  would  be  1744;  he  was  made  Comicillor  of 
Mines  in  1713.] 


DOCUMENT  129. 
SWEDEIs^ORG  TO  COUNCILLOR 


"Well-born  Councillor  of  Chancery, 
Dear  brother, 

I  heard  from  Professor  Oelreich^°^  that  you 
had  perused  the  two  small  treatises  on  the  "Worship  and  Love 
of  God,"  and  were  pleased  with  them;  I,  therefore,  take  the 
honour  to  send  you  two  larger  treatises,  but  on  a  different 
subject,  viz.  "On  the  Heart,  etc.,"  which  you  wiU  perhaps 
examine  in  some  of  your  leisure  hours;  inasmuch  as  in  them 
the  intellectual  mind  and  the  soul  are  here  and  there  treated 
of.  The  copies  which  I  have  of  this  work  are  freely  at  the 
service  of  those  who  possess  understanding,  and  are  interested 
in  such  subjects. 

I  remain,  dear  brother,  most  respectfully 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedenbokg. 
Stockholm,  September  16,  1745. 

*  The   original   of  this   letter  is   preserved  in   the  Eoyal   Library  in 
Stockholm. 
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DOCUMENT  130. 

SWEDENBORG   AS  MINE-OWNER  IN 
SKINSKATTEBERG. 

[In  the  year  1679  died  Assessor  Albrecht  Behm,  who  had  a 
son  and  five  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  the  mother  of 
Emanuel  Swedenborg.  (See  Document  9,  p.  87.)  In  the 
year  1G93  his  estate  was  divided  among  his  heirs,  and  the 
children  of  Bishop  Swedberg  received  as  a  portion  of  their 
inheritance  the  larger  share  in  some  iron-works  at  Skin- 
skatteberg  in  AVestmanland.  This  share  was  valued  in  1718 
at  32,000  dalers  in  copper.  (See  Document  78.)  In  October, 
1718  (see  Document  82),  Swedenborg  wrote  to  Ericus  Ben- 
zelius,  that  Bishop  Swedberg  had  presented  his  share  in  the 
mining  property  to  his  children.  Finally,  Emanuel  Swedenborg 
and  Prof.  Olof  Rudbeck*^  the  younger,  who  had  married  one 
of  Swedeuborg's  cousins,  (see  Document  9,  p.  85)  became  the 
sole  owners  of  the  property,  as  appears  from  the  following 
entry  in  the  archives  of  the  College  of  Mines,  which  was 
communicated  to  the  editor  in  the  year  1870  by  Prof. 
A.E.N.Nordenskold,  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm.] 

Schillon,  Skinskatteberg. 
Managers:  Erland  Cameen  and  Ludwig  v.  Hagen. 

Emanuel  Swedenborg  and  Rudbeck. 
Iron-furnace  and  forge. 


[This  is   the   trade-mark   of  Swedenborg's 
mining  property  at  Skinskatteberg.] 


DOCUMENT  131. 
BISHOP  JESPER  TO  HIS  SON  JESPER.^'^ 

[On  March  3,  1720,  died  the  second  wife  of 
Bishop  Swedberg,  Sara  Bergia,  daughter  of  the  Dean  And. 
B.  Bergius,  at  Norrberke,  Dalecarlia,  She  was  sole  owner 
of  the  Starbo^^  iron-work  in  the  parish  of  Norrberke,  which 
she  left  to  Emanuel  Swedenborg.  At  first  she  had  intended 
him  to  be  her  sole  heir,  but  on  the  representation  of  the 
Bishop  she  consented  that  the  other  children  should  have 
an  equal  share;  she  insisted,  however,  that  her  son  Emanuel 
should  remain  the  sole  owner  of  the  works,  and  that  he 
should  pay  the  other  children  their  share  in  money.  All 
this  appears  fi'om  the  following  letter,  which  was  written  by 
Bishop  Swedberg  to  his  son  Jesper,^^  who  was  at  the  time 
in  America.  The  division  of  the  property  of  Sara  Bergia  must 
have  taken  place  some  time  in  the  winter  of  1720,  as,  by  the 
funds  accruing  from  this  inheritance,  Swedenborg  was  enabled 
to  make  his  journey  abroad  in  1721,  and  to  print  sundry 
books  there.  The  Swedish  original  of  the  following  letter  is 
in  the  Bergius  Collection  of  letters  in  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Stockliolm,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  288,  and  according  to  a 
statement  of  Bengt  Bergius,  it  was  copied  by  him  from  the 
original  letter.] 

My  dear  son  Jesper  Swedberg, 

I  forgot  to  inform  you  about  the  will  of  my 
late  wife.  She  had  always  said,  even  while  she  was  in  good 
health,  that  after  her  death  Emanuel  should  have  her  pro- 
perty at  Starbo.^^  I  reminded  her  of  this  when  I  found  that 
she  was  about  to  die,  when  she  repeated  the  statement. 
But  I  begged  her  not  to  exclude  the  other  children.  "When 
she  said,  they  may  have  equal  shares,  but  Emanuel  shall 
have  Starbo    alone,    and   he   shall  pay   out  the  others.     On 
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your  account,  I  made  out  a  written  declarati9u  for  him. 
You  may  thank  the  good  Lord  for  such  a  handsome  sum  of 
money.  If  I  had  chosen,  I,  and  not  my  children,  should  have 
inherited  her  property  according  to  hiw.  But  my  best  inten- 
tions are  for  my  chiklren.  I,  even  in  addition,  paid  to  the 
claimants  6000  dalers,  and  more  besides,  which  has  been 
asked  for — of  this  Emiinuel  will  be  able  to  tell  you.  All  this 
sum  not  I,  but  you,  ought  to  have  paid.  But  I  am  a  father, 
and  you  are  my  children,  and  I  always  have  your  interest  at 
heart.  Let  me  see  now,  that  you  agree  well  among  your- 
selves, as  brothers;  and  as  a  reward  for  my  overflowing  kind- 
ness let  me  not  hear  of  any  discord.  Look  to  it  that  you  get 
on  well  out  there.  There  would  be  no  use  in  your  being 
here,  for  you  would  spend  your  time  uselessly.  You  write 
a  good  hand;  you  are  good  at  figures.  You  are,  thank  God, 
unmarried.  Try  to  get  a  good  wife;  and  a  good  dowry  with 
her.  Ask  God  to  direct  you  in  his  own  good  ways.  I  commend 
you  to  God,  and  remain 

Y^our  loving  Father, 

J.    SWEDBERG. 

Brunsbo,  April  20,  1724. 

P.  S.  All  send  their  love  to  thee.  My  book  will  appear 
shortly ;  within  three  weeks.  If  you  are  willing  that  the  other 
book,  on  the  forgiveness  of  sinners,  should  be  printed  at  your 
expense,  I  will  dedicate  it  to  you.   Give  me  a  definite  answer. 


DOCUMENT  132. 
SWEDENBORG'S  LAW-SUITS.* 

During  E.  Swedenborg's  absence  on  the  continent  in  1721 
or  1722,  died  Capiain-lieutenant  Albrecht  De  Behm  (see 
Document  9,  p.  87),  the  only  brother  of  Emanuel's  mother, 
Sara  Behm.  Captain  De  Behm  had  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  French  army,  and  on  his  return  to  Sweden 
in  1693  he  was  ennobled  by  the  king;  in  1695  he  became 
captain-lieutenant  in  the  Swedish  army,  but  soon  resigned 
his  commission  an  account  of  ill  health  and  melancholy.  His 
property,  which  consisted  of  two  iron-works  in  Gefle-lan,  was 
administered  during  his  life-time  by  his  sister,  Brita  Behm,^" 
widow  of  Prof.  Johan  Swede,  of  Upsal.  Her  administration 
of  this  property  is  very  much  praised  by  Bishop  Swedberg, 
in  his  letters  to  Johan  Rosenadler,^^  the  Councillor  of  Chancery, 
son-in-law  of  Brita  Behm  (See  Documents  21  and  23).  In 
April  1722,  after  the  death  of  De  Behm,  a  meeting  was  held  by 
his  heirs  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  their  inheritance,  but  on 
account  of  some  claims  which  were  made  against  her  by  some 
of  the  heirs,  Brita  Behm  resisted  the  division  of  the  inheri- 
tance, and  she  refused  to  give  up  her  trust,  until  these  claims 
should  be  withdrawn.  Recourse  was  had  by  the  remaining 
heirs,  among  whom  was  E.  Swedenborg,  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  and  by  this  it  was  ruled,  that  the  division  of  the 
inheritance  should  be  proceeded  with  at  once.  The  final  result 
was,  that  E.  Swedenborg  purchased  the  shares  of  some  of 
the  heirs  in  the  iron  furnace  at  Axmar  in  Gefle-lan,  so  that 
he  and  Brita  Behm  became  the  joint  owners  of  the  property: 
Brita  Behm  owning  four-fifths,  and  Swedenborg  one-fifth. 

The  acts  of  the  lawsuit  were  kindly  communicated  to  the 
editor  during  his  stay  in  Stockholm  in  1870,  by  Secretary  S.  Berg- 
strom,  who  was  examining  at  the  time  the  early  Acts  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  (Hofrcitten),   with  a  view  to  their  better  ar- 

*  Abstract  from  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  (Hofrcitten)  at 
Stockholm,  prepared  by  the  editor. 
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rangement.  A  copy  of  these  acts  was  made  under  his  super- 
intendence, and  collated  by  Secretary  Bergstrom;  and  the 
above  is  a  concise  history  of  the  suit,  as  contained  in  them. 
As,  however,  they  throw  light  only  on  the  character  of 
Swedenborg's  maternal  aunt,  Brita  Behm,^*^  and  not  on  liis 
own,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  dwell  upon  them  at  greater  length. 
The  above  suit  was  terminated  some  time  during  the  month 
of  August,  1722,  since,  in  a  letter  dated  August  7,  1722, 
Bishop  Swedberg  makes  the  following  remarks  respecting  it 
to  Johan  Rosenadler:^^  Emanuel  gives  me  hope  that  those 
concerned  will  soon  agree  in  the  division  of  the  inheritance. 
May  God  grant  it!    (See  Document  27.) 

The  following  letter,  which  was  communicated  to  the  editor 
in  1870  by  the  late  Madame  Ehrenborg""  of  Linkoping,  and 
Avhich  was  addressed  by  Swedenborg  to  his  banker  in  Amster- 
dam, shows  that  he  was  at  the  time  "negotiating  for  some 
mining  interest,"  which  "mining  interest"  was  no  other  than 
a  share  in  the  iron-works  at  Axmar,  which  belonged  to 
the  estate  of  his  late  uncle,  and  four-fifths  of  which  came  into 
the  possession  of  Brita  Behm.  Swedenborg  had  also  negotiated 
with  the  same  banker  for  the  money  by  which  he  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  iron-works  at  Starbo,  in  1721. 


SWEDENBORG  TO  HIS  BANKER.* 

Most  honoured  Sir, 

Yesterday  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
last  letter,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken 
about  the  trunk;  if  it  is  not  too  late,  I  would  ask  the  favour 
of  your  sending  it  by  some  ship  coming  here.  The  bill  of 
exchange,  which  you  sent  for  300  |J2t>i<:7,  Dutch  Currency, 
I  have  caused  to  be  accepted,  and  I  take  it  for  the  present 
on  account,  and  hope  it  will  be  honoured  at  the  proper 
time,  of  which  I  will  give  you  notice.  I  should  like  very 
much  if  you  would  let  me  have  a  short  account  of  all  I  have 

*  Swedenborg's*  banker  in  Amsterdam.    A  copy  of  this  letter  was  re- 
ceived by  the  editor  from  Madame  Ehrenborg  of  Linkoping. 
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received  from  you,  and  of  what  you  have  received  from  me 
in  return,  that  I  may  by  means  of  it  arrange  my  debit  and 
credit  a   little;   although  I  know  pretty  well  how  much  it  is, 

I    hope    that    everything    regarding    the   balance    of 

has  been  settled,  in  which  matter  you  obliged  me  exceedingly. 
About  New  Year's  time  I  shall  want  some  more,  as  I  am 
negotiating  for  some  mining  interest;  I  am  quite  wilHng  to  pay 
six  per  cent  for  the  rest,  if  you  will  let  me  have  it  in  time; 
I    much  prefer  to    ask   you   to   furnish    me   with    the  money 

than  any  one  else,  as  for  instance  or  von  Fitzen.    Just 

think,  the  little  bill  of  exchange  of  Hofman's  for  30  pounds, 
Dutch  Currency,  is  not  yet  paid.     There  are  still  due  upon 

it   80   dalers   in    copper,    about    25   guilders.    's 

servant  has  been  there  some  hundreds  of  times;  at  last  he 
received  a  ducat  and  some  small  coins,  but  the  rest  he  has 
been  unable  to  get,  and  he  has  since  failed  twice,  so  that 
25  per  cent  has  now  to  be  deducted  from  the  former  bill  of 
exchange.  Vice-President  LiHecreutz  has  received  correctly 
25  ducats,  for  which  I  have  his  receipt.  Will  you  be  so 
kind  as  to  send  some  one  to  Osterwick,  the  bookseller,  upon 

the ,  and  ask  him  what  he  has  sold  of  my  printed  matters, 

and  as  soon  as  I  know  the  amount,  I  will  give  you  an  order 
for  it.  I  have  published  here  something  concerning  our 
Swedish  currency,*  in  which  I  give  the  reason  why  it  ought 
not  to  be  lowered;  it  has  caused  quite  a  stir  here. 

With  kind  regards  to  and  family,  I  remain  with 

all 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 

Stockliolra,  November  7,  1722. 

Swedenborg's  share  in  the  mining-works  of  Axmar  was 
anything  but  a  source  of  comfort  and  satisfaction  to  him:  as, 
in  the  first  place,  the  furnace  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
Russians,  who  had  effected  a  landing  in  Gestrickeland  in 
1721,  and  before  the  lucrative  operations  of  smelting  could 
be    resumed,    it  had   to   be  re-built  at  the  joint  expense   of 

*  "Oforgiipelige  Tanckar  oni  Svenska  Myntets  fomedring  ocli  forhogrdng" 
CFrank  Views  on  the  Rise  and  Fall  in  the  Swedish  Currency),  Stock- 
hohn,   1722. 
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himself  and  Brita  Belim.  *  And,  in  the  second  phice,  Brita 
Behm/"  and  her  son-in-law,  Johan  Rosenadler,^^  the  Coun- 
cillor of  Chancery,  probably  exasperated  against  the  heirs  of 
De  Behm,  on  account  of  their  appeal  to  the  courts  of  justice 
to  ensure  an  immediate  division  of  De  Behm's  property,  did 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  worry  and  disgust  Emanuel 
Swedenborg,  who  was  one  of  the  heirs.  This  they  did  by 
encouraging  the  manager  of  their  interests  at  the  works  to 
annoy  the  manager  of  Swedenborg's  interests,  and  finally  by 
denying  to  Swedenborg  the  right  of  a  joint  use  of  the  furnace 
with  themselves.  To  protect  himself  against  the  aggression 
of  Brita  Behm,  Swedenborg  was  compelled  to  bring  his  case 
l)efore  the  College  of  Mines,  and  to  have  it  adjusted  there. 
This  case  engaged  the  attention  of  the  College  from  Nov.  9, 
1724  to  March  1,  1725,  when  it  was  decided  in  favour  of 
Swedenborg.  The  acts  of  this  law- suit  were  discovered  by 
the  editor  in  the  archives  of  the  College  of  Mines  in  1869, 
and  carefully  copied  under  his  superintendence.  The  inter- 
esting portions  in  these  acts  are  the  charges  and  counter- 
charges which  were  respectively  written  by  Brita  Behm  and 
Emanuel  Swedenborg.  The  former  based  all  the  grounds  of 
her  action  on  the  incompatibility  of  the  temper  of  Swedenborg's 
manager,  Lindbohm,  which  made  it  impossible  for  her  manager, 
Wahlstrihn,  to  associate  with  him.  Swedenborg,  however, 
showed  in  his  answer  to  Brita's  paper  that  she  entirely  lost 
sight  of  the  point  at  issue,  viz.  that  he  had  the  right  of  a 
joint  use  of  the  furnace  with  herself,  of  which  right  she  sought 
to  deprive  him,  by  inveighing  against  the  private  character  of 
his  manager.  As  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  and  undesirable 
to  place  on  permanent  record  a  dispute  on  such  a  compara- 
tively trifling  matter,  we  refrain  from  reproducing  either 
Swedenborg's  or  Brita  Behm's  papers,  limiting  ourselves  to  a 
general  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Another  difficulty  between  Swedenborg  and  Brita  Behm 
arose  at  the  division  of  the  mining  estate,  of  which  Sweden- 
borg owned  one-fifth,  and  Brita  Behm  four-fifths:  The  bulk  of 
the  estate  had  been  divided  to  their  mutual  satisfaction,  when 

*  See  Document  112. 
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a  difficulty  arose  as  to  the  division  of  the  dwelhng-house  be- 
longing to  the  furnace,  of  which  Swedenborg  was  entitled  to 
one-fifth  and  Brita  Behm  to  four-fifths.  The  law-court,  under 
the  superintendence  of  which  the  division  of  the  estate  had 
been  carried  out,  had  decided  that  the  dwelling  rooms  could 
not  be  divided  into  five  parts;  moreover  the  law-court  had 
decided  that  the  division  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  fur- 
nace property,  and  not  to  the  estate  in  general,  was  beyond 
its  jurisdiction,  and  belonged  to  the  mining  authorities  of  the 
province.  Against  this  ruling  of  the  lower  court  Brita  ap- 
pealed to  the  Court  of  Appeals  {Sivea  Hofrcitten),  in  Stock- 
holm, by  wliich  the  decision  of  the  lower  court  was  re- 
versed, and  the  appHcation  of  Brita  Behm  was  granted,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  further  division  of  the  property  was 
to  be  entrusted  to  the  law-court  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Against  this  ruling  Swedenborg  protested,  because,  he  said, 
the  costs  of  the  division  would  be  thereby  enhanced ;  he 
also  protested  against  being  charged  with  the  payment  of  the 
costs  of  the  case,  because,  as  he  said,  he  could  not  be  held 
responsible  for  a  false  ruling  of  the  lower  court,  as  it  was 
immaterial  to  him  which  way  the  decision  of  that  court  went. 
His  protest  was  however  ineffectual.  Against  the  ruling  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  which  seemed  unjust  to  him,  Swedenborg 
had  recourse  to  the  King  himself,  but  as  this  was  not  done 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  the  decision  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  took  effect. 

By  the  ruling  of  the  neighbouring  law-court  of  Soderahla 
in  Helsingland,  by  which  all  matters  connected  with  the  final 
division  of  the  estate  were  decided,  Swedenborg  was  obliged 
to  pay  484  dalers  in  copper  for  the  rent  of  the  premises 
occupied  by  his  manager,  from  the  autumn  of  1724  to  Dec.  1, 
1727,  and  456  dalers  in  copper  for  costs. 

The  acts  of  this  lawsuit  were  likewise  discovered  by  Secre- 
tary S,  Bergstrom,  during  his  re-arrangement  of  the  acts  be- 
longing to  cases  decided  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Stockholm. 
They  were  kindly  communicated  by  him  to  the  editor,  and 
carefully  copied  under  his  superintendence.  As,  however,  these 
acts  and  the  lawsuit  to  which  they  belong  have  no  intrinsic 
value,  and  are  only  worthy  of  notice  from  their  being  connected 
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vith  the  name  of  Swedenborg,  we  refrain  from  publishing 
them  at  large.  Still  some  of  the  papers  throw  light  on  the 
nature  of  the  work  with  which  Swedenborg  was  entrusted 
at  the  College  of  Mines,  and  they  enable  us  to  determine  his 
whereabouts  during  a  portion  of  the  time  between  1725  and 
1727.  All  such  portions  of  these  acts  were  carefully  extracted, 
and  they  may  be  found  in  the  following  section  which,  treats  of 
"Swedenborg's  official  life  in  the  College  of  Mines  from  1717 
to  1747." 


DOCUMENT  133. 

BISHOP  ERICUS  BENZELIUS^  TO  HIS  SON 
CHARLES  JESPER.^^ 

Hand  to  your  uncle  Assessor  Swedenborg  256 
dalers  in  copper,  which  is  a  part  of  the  sum  paid  by  Momme 
for  the  hymn  book,  with  notes.    Send  me  the  receipt. 

Linkoping,  May  23,  1742. 

(The    same  order  is   repeated  by  Bishop  Benzelius  to  his 
son  in  a  letter  dated  Linkoping,  May  31,  1742.) 

*  This  letter  is  contained  in  the  Correspondence  of  Doctor  Carl  Jasper 
Benzelius,  professor  at  Lund,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Cathedial-library 
at  Linkoping. 
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MONEYS  RECEIVED  BY  E.  SWEDENBORG- 
DURma  THE  YEARS  1743  AND  1744.* 

From  Hultman"^  through  Messrs.  Anthon  and  Johan 
Grill,  ^^  and  upon  Peter  Hultman's  account  from  Johan  Spieker 
in  London: 

Jan.  20,  1744.    Received  by  a  bill  of  exchange 

upon  Balair  at  the  Hague 500  florins. 

(exchange  quoted  at  42^  to  |). 

For  contribution 640  dalers. 

For  the  estate  of  Celsing 327 

May  30,  1744.  Taken  out  in  London  £l5  15 

(at  43i)         684 
July  23,  1744.    Received  on  account  from  Joh. 

Spieker  £60 2715 

Total  amount      6516 
Muillman  &  Sons,  n.  13  through  Frantz  Jennings:"* 

Sept.  ^^3   1743.    Taken  out 500  florins. 

Nov.    12,     „  do 500 

Dec.   21,  1744.    Received   from   Mr.  Mackei  in 

London  £60  (at  46  dalers  per  pound)         2760 

*  This  account  is  contained  in  Swedenborg's  memorandum-book  of  the 
years  1743  and  1744,  pp.  104-107,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Royal  Library 
in  Stockholm.  In  the  same  pocket  or  memorandum-book  there  is  also  con- 
tained an  account  of  the  journeys  which  Swedenborg  made  in  1743,  and  of 
the  dreams  which  he  had  in  1744.  The  contents  of  this  memorandum-book 
were  pubhshed  by  the  Librarian  G.  E.  Ellemming  in  the  year  1859  in  a 
book,  entitled:  "Svedenborg's  Drommar"  (Swedenborg's  Dreams).  A  more 
minute  account  of  this  book  will  be  given  in  Section  VIII  under  the  head 
of  "Swedenborg's  Journals  and  Diaries  from  1733  to  1744." 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  SWEDENBORG'S  COMMON- 
PLACE BOOK=*^  FOR  THE  YEARS  1747  AND  1748. 

A.  Memorandum  of  hiisiness  letters,  winch  ivere  to  he  written 
by  Sivedenhorg,  at  the  heginniny  of  the  year  1748: 

To  write  to  Hultman."! 

An  order  upon  Broman."^ 

Letter  to  the  bank  commissioner. 

About  the  fire  in  the  pavilion. 

Letter  to with  order  upon  Benzelstjerna.  ^ 

Letter  to  Benzelstjerna^  with  statement  of  account,  and  a 
copy  of  the  former  letter;  explanation  of  the  order.  He 
is  to  be  asked  whether  he  does  not  agree  that  they 
should  be  paid  out  of  my  funds  in  the  hands  of 

Letter  to  Broman."^ 

B.  First  drauyhts  of  some  of  the  above  business  letters;    To 
Hultman.™- 

By  the  last  post  I  received  your  letter,  with  statement  of 
account  for  the  year  1747,  together  with  a  draft  for  the 
balance  of  180  rix-dalers,  Dutch  Currency.  With  respect  to  the 
statement  of  account,  it  is  quite  correct;  likewise  the  draft, 
which  was  endorsed  at  once.  I  thank  you  for  your  despatch.  I 
enclose  a  letter  Avhich  you  will  i)lease  forward  to  its  address, 
post-paid;  and  in  case  there  be  an  answer  to  it  you  will  please 

*  This  volume  is  Codex  6  of  the  Swedeiiborg  INISS.  in  the  Acadomy  of 
Sciences  in  Stockholm.  This  volume  had  previously  been  used  as  an  Index 
of  Bible  passages  and  con-espondences  from  the  Prophet  Isaiah  and  Genesis; 
but  its  contents,  after  having  been  transferred  to  Codex  4,  were  crossed 
out  by  Swedenborg,  and  the  volume  was  afterwards  used  by  him  as  a 
commonplace  book.      N.  B.    The  Index  of  Genesis  is  not  crossed  out. 
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send  it  to  me,  Care  of  Messrs.  Grill.  "^  While  I  think  of  it, 
you  will  please  not  to  have  any  fire  made  in  the  stove  of 
the  pavilion,  as  the  chimney  in  the  loft  is  open  below, 
that  no  sparks  may  fly  out  and  set  fire  to  my  papers  that 
are  in  the  loft,  where  I  have  stored  them  and  other  things. 
Further,  it  does  not  seem  necessary  that  a  fire  should  be 
made  there. 

I  enclose  an  order  on  Broman,^^^  the  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
for  600  dalers,  which  you  will  please  to  collect. 

C.  To  the  Bookkeeper  in  the  Bank. 

Before  my  departure  my  account  was  examined,  and 
although  I  have  not  written  out  any  cheques  since,  I  never- 
theless send  it  over  to  be  examined  again.  After  examining 
it  you  will  please  enclose  it  in  an  envelope  and  seal  it,  and 
give  it  to  the  merchant,  Peter  Hultman,  who  will  lorward  it 
to  me.  You  will  please  to  seal  the  envelope  securely,  so 
that  no  one  may  see  my  account. 

D.  To  Benzelstjerna,^ 

Since  my  departure  I  have  not  written  to  you,  because 
there  was  no  occasion  for  it,  but  now — '■ 

E.  To  Broman,^^^ 

As  the  interest  upon  the  capital  pi  10,000  dalers,  to 
Jan.  31,  1748,  is  now  due,  you  will  please — 

The  well-born  Master  of  Ceremonies,  Carl  Broman,  will 
please  pay  to  Mr.  Peter  Hultman^^^  six  hundred  dalers  in 
copper,  which  is  the  interest  on  my  capital  in  your  hands,  from 
Jan.  31,  1747,  to  Jan.  31,  1748;  for  which  please  to  receive 
my  receipt. 

F.  Memoranda,  and  list  of  articles  which  Swedenhorg  was  to 
provide  for  his  journey  in  1748.* 

To  see  what  is  wanted, 
linen  socks, 
muffler, 

my  documents, 

to  take  the  Ex[positionem]  Spfirittialem]  (the  Spiritual  Ex- 
planation),-{-  and  to  lay  it  on  the  top. 

*  These  memoranda  are  all  crossed  out  in  the  commonplace  book. 
f  Probably  the  MSS.  of  the  Arcana  Coelestia. 
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to  buy  strings, 

to  put  in  my  most  important  boots, 

to  buy  snuff, 

to  take  tea, 

to  take  my  penknife, 

to  take  some  pens, 

to  take  shirts, 

to  take  neckties, 

to  take  handkercliiefs, 

my  night  cap, 

my  dressing  gown. 

The  Hebrew  Lexicon, 

two  memorandum  books, 

the  little  memorandum  book, 

my  small  books. 

Money, 

socks, 

my  silk  cloth, 

two  papers  of  strong  snuff, 

the  wig-case, 

to  send  to  the  tailor  for  my  body-fur, 

to  see  when  the  ship  starts, 

to  talk  to  the  landlord  about  something, 

my  snuff-box, 

lead-pencil  and  the  little  note-book, 

spectacles, 

to  take  my  signet,  etc. 

G.  Synall  hills: 

Oysters 5| 

meat 4^ 

paper 4f 

figs .  2 

coffee 1^ 

chestnuts 2 


20 

25 
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guilders  styf. 

Nov.  23.  1747.  small  wood —  12 

white  understockings    ...     —  11 

shoes 2  10 

wood —  3^ 

lined  shoes 2  15 

Jan.  2.               night  gown 15  20 

coarse  white  stocking  ...     —  11 

10  finer  stockings  at  3^  .    .       1  15 

a  band  around  nightgown    .    —  4 

warming  pan 5  — 


DOCUMENT  136. 
MEMORANDUM  OF  THE  YEAH  1748.* 

Took  lodgings  on  the  23rd  of  November,  1748,  for  six 
shillings  per  week  for  half  a  year;  if  the  rooms  are  taken 
for  a  whole  year  there  is  a  deduction  made  of  32  shillings, 
so  that  the  whole  rent  amounts  to  £14. 

*  This  memorand'am  is  wiitten  on  a  fly-leaf  of  Codex  2,  containing  the 
MS.  of  the  "Spiritual  Diary." 
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STATEMENT  OF  JENNINGS"*  AND  FINLAY'S 
ACCOUNT  WITH  E.  SWEDENBORG  * 


Twelve  months  after  date   We,  the  undersigned,  agree  to 

pay  to  the  Assessor,  the  well-born  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  or 

Order,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dalers  in  copper,  with  one  half 

per  cent  interest  per  month.  Value  received,  which  is  herewith 

acknowledged. 

Jennings  &  Finlat. 

Stockholm,  Aug.  17,  1759. 

D.  10,000  in  copper  with 
4-  per  cent  interest  per  month. 

The   above  sum  with   the  interest  then   due   was  paid  in 
Amsterdam  in  the  year  1763. 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 

1760.  August  18,  paid  one  year's  interest      D.  600. 

1761.  August  19,  paid  one  year's  interest      D.  600. 

1762.  August  21,  paid  one  year's  interest      D.  600. 

*  This  document  was  originally  presei-ved  in  the  hbraiy  of  Count  Lai's 
von  Engestrcim,  who  by  marriage  was  connected  with  the  families  of 
Benzelstjema  and  Schonstrom;  after  his  death,  it  came  with  other  documents 
into  the  possession  of  the  Royal  Libraiy  in  Stockholm. 
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DOCUMENT  138. 

STATEMENT  OF  SWEDENBORG'S  INCOME  FOE, 
THE  YEARS  1765  AND  1766.* 

Capital  invested  with  Mr.  Hultman.'^^ 

Besides  the  30,000  dalers  in  copper,  whicli  are  at  interest: 
According  to  statement  made  on  the  last  day  of 

Dec.  1764 14,479  13 

Added  since  July  8 1,642  4 

Dalers  in  copper  16,121  17 
Before  the  end  of  the  year  there  will  come  in: 

From  President  Gryllenborg"^ 1200  — 

From  Governor  Broman"*     .     .     .     o     .     .     .          500  — 

Six  months'  salary 848  — 

Interest  from  Mr.  Hultman"^ 1800  — 

Dalers  in  copper  20,469  25 
Next  year,  1766,  there  will  come  in: 

Salary  for  one  year         1696  16 

From  Governor  Broman"^       500  — 

From  the  Countess  Gyllenborg"^ 1200  — 

Interest  from  Mr.  Hultman 1800  — 

Dalers  in  copper  5196  16 

together  with  the  former  25,666  9 

In  addition  27  lbs  sugar  at  4 Ill  12 

25,777  21 
Mr.    Hultman   has   in  hand  the   certificate   of 
indebtedness  of  Count  Frederic  Gyllenborg,  with 
the  security  of  the  Councillor  Henning  Gyllenborg, 

which  makes 30,000  — 

From  which  there  are  to  be  deducted  .     .     .     10,000  — 

Leaving  a  balance  of  Dalers  20,000  — 

*  This  document  was  originally  in  the  Hbrary  of  Count  Lars  von  Enge- 
Strom,  but  is  now  in  the  Royal  Library  in  Stockholm. 


DOCUMENT  139. 

LIST  OF  VALUABLES  OF  EMANUEL  SWEDEN- 
BORa  FROM  THE  YEAR  1770* 

The  following  articles  are  deposited  in  a  drawer: 

One  silver  waiter        174 

7  plates  belonging  to  it 65 

One  chandelier 140 

One  silver  basket       93 

One  bowl,  i.  e.  a  plate  belonging  to  it 89-J: 

Two  dessert  plates 70|- 

One  water-bowl  with  water-pitcher 108 

One  coffee  pot 48|- 

One  milk  can ' 28^ 

One  sugar  bowl 34^ 

One  tea-caddy 36 

Fine  tea-spoons  and  one  pair  of  sugar-tongs    ....        9 

Three  table  spoons 15 

Two  candlesticks 52 

Six  small  pieces  belonging  to  them,  with  snuffers     .    .       15 

Sugar  bowl 21 

One  antique  waiter  made  of  a  shell,  mounted  in  silver,  with 

several  genuine  stones. 
Four  tea-spoons  and  a  pair  of  tongs  of  gold,  in  a  case. 
One  scent-bottle  of  crystal  with  gold  mountings,  in  a  case. 

One  porcelain  snuff-box  in  the  form  of  a  female  figure,  with 

a  gold  "charni^re,"  in  a  case.  - 
One  gold-watch,  with  gold-chain. 

*  This  list,  in  tho  handwriting  of  Emanuel  Sworlenhorg,  was  transferred 
from  the  libraiy  of  Count  Lars  von  Engostrcim  to  the  liuyal  Library  in 
Stoclcholm. 
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Six  snuff-boxes,  and  a  small  one  with  two  rings  in  it. 
One  microscope  with  everything  belonging  to  it. 
Diploma  of  nobility,  in  which  there  are  also  the  deeds  respect- 
ing the  garden. 
The  above  articles   are  left  in  charge  of  the  agent,  the  wife 
of  Carl  Wilhelm  Seele."« 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 
In  the  year  1770,  in  the  month  of  July. 

On  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Assessor  Emanuel,  we, 
the  undersigned,  have  received  from  Mrs.  Maria  Seele  all  the 
plate  and  other  articles  mentioned  above,  with  the  exception 
of  one  tea-spoon,  and  two  small  articles  belonging  to  the 
candle-sticks,  all  of  silver,  but  in  their  stead  there  was  found 
a  box  of  mirror-glass  and  two  small  snuff-boxes  not  mentioned 
in  the  list.  All  these  we  have  received  and  sign  our  names. 
Jonas  Breding,  Joh.  George  E,idder[bielke].* 
July  16,  1772. 


DOCUMENT  140. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE 

LATE  ASSESSOR  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORG-, 

SITUATED  m  SODERMALM.f 

1.  This  suburban  property  is  situated  in  Hornsgatan,  Soder, 
in  the  quarter  Mullwaden,  No.  1,  on  freehold  ground. 

2.  The  plot  of  ground,  after  measurement,  was  found  to 
extend  in  length  on  the  northern  side,  along  Hornsgatan, 
112  yards;  upon  the  southern  side,  where  it  is  contiguous  to 
other  property,  likewise   112  yards,  and  in    breadth,    on  the 

*  He  was  married  to  the  tliird  daughter  of  Jesper  Swedenborg;  see 
Document  9,  p.  92. 

f  This  is  an  official  description  of  Swedenb org's  house,  pubHshed  after 
his  death,  and  printed  by  Johan  George  Lange,  in  Stockhohn,  1772.  It 
is  exceedingly  scarce,  the  only  copy  known  to  exist  having  been  presented 
in  1870,  by  Prof.  A.  E.  N.  Nordenskold  to  the  Eoyal  Library  in  Stockholm. 
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eastern  side  up  to  Cheesemonger  Wempe's  property,  53  yards, 
and  on  the  western  side,  where  it  touches  Ropemaker  Nyman's 
property,  52  yards,  which,  when  added  together,  amount  to 
an  area  of  5880  square  yards. 

3.  This  plot  is  well  protected  and  enclosed,  on  the  one 
side  by  the  house,  and  on  the  other  by  a  board-fence,  and 
is  also  first  of  all  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  neat  wooden 
fence  with  gates;  the  eastern  portion  containing  about  one- 
third  of  the  whole  area,  and  the  western  portion  two-thirds. 
The  eastern  division  is  again,  with  the  dwelling-house,  sub- 
divided into  three  portions  by  means  of  wooden  fences  and 
gates.  The  first  division,  which  is  narrow  and  passes  along 
the  whole  eastern  division,  is  simply  a  place  for  gathering  up 
and  carrying  off  the  offal  fi'om  the  stables  ;  the  second  northern 
portion  embraces  the  dwelling-house  itself,  ■with  a  sufiiciently 
large  and  handsome  yard,  and  the  third  portion,  towards  the 
south,  in#ludes,  fu-st  of  all,  a  building  which,  on  account  of 
its  singularity,  must  be  described,  and  outside  the  same  is  a 
flower  garden  with  curious  figures  in  box-tree.  The  larger 
western  division  of  the  property  is  taken  up  by  a  large  garden 
with  choice  young  fruit-trees,  flowers,  and  vegetables,  and  also 
with  some  large  and  splendid  lime  trees,  which  are  planted 
both  in  the  garden  itself  and  in  the  part  around  the  dwell- 
ing-house. In  the  garden  there  are  several  buildings  which 
will  be  specified  below. 

4.  The  out-house,  near  the  dwelling,  consists  of  a  barn  not 

long  since  built  of  wood  with  a  roof  of  tiles  which  is yards 

long,  and  14  yards  wide,  and  has  three  large  rooms,  two  in 
the  lower  and  one  in  the  upper  story ;  adjoining  it,  near  the 
street,  there  is  a  stable  for  horses  and  cows  with  the  necessa- 
ry room  for  holding  fodder,  together  with  other  conveniences ; 
all  built  of  wood  and  covered  with  tiles,  and  painted  red 
like  the  barn. 

5.  The  building  which  is  to  the  south  of  the  dwelling- 
house,  and  which  occupies  the  whole  northern  side  of  the 
flower  garden,  is  19  yards  long,  and  16  yards  wide.  It  has 
doors  and  entries  both  on  its  northern  and  southern  sides, 
and  has  in  its  lower  story  a  large  room  serving  for  an 
orangery,  well  provided  with  furnaces.     This    house   is   built 
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of  panel  work  and  bricks,  and  is  covered  on  the  outside  with, 
boards  wliicb  are  painted  yellow. 

6.  On  the  larger  western  division  of  the  property,  which 
we  style  above  the  large  garden,  there  are  several  buildings; 
first,  there  is  a  square  house  in  the  middle,  which  has  open- 
ings towards  the  four  paths  of  the  garden,  which  meet  herej 
the  walls  are  made  of  wood,  in  wicker-work,  with  a  flat  roof^ 
hkewise  of  wicker-work,  going  all  round  and  forming  a  pretty 
balcony;  there  is  a  round  seat  in  each  corner.  Secondly, 
right  along  the  northern  board-fence  is '  a  house  with  three 
sides,  and  three  double  doors  opening  into  the  garden,  it 
has  a  pointed  roof,  with  three  large  three-cornered  windows 
in  it.  This  house  is  so  arranged  that  when  all  the  three 
doors  are  opened,  and  a  mirror  is  placed  in  front  of  the 
fourth  wall,  which  is  along  the  board-fence,  three  gardens 
are  seen  reflected  in  it,  in  which  every  thing  is  represented 
in  the  same  order  as  in  the  original  garden.  Third^,  on  the 
southern  side,  right  opposite  the  last  building,  there  is  a 
many-sided  bower,  usually  called  a  voliere,  which  is  intended 
for  all  kinds  of  larger  and  smaller  birds;  the  walls  are  of 
net-work,  and  made  of  coarse  brass  wire.  Fourthly,  in  the 
middle,  directly  opposite  the  large  walk,  there  is  a  pretty 
summer-house,  consisting  of  a  hall,  inside  from  which  there 
is  a  little  room,  whence  there  is  a  passage  into  a  Hbrary, 
which,  fifthly,  is  a  lower  house  with  a  neat  room,  extending 
towards  the  south  from  the  above-named  summer-house. 
This  last  house,  viz.  the  summer-house,  has  a  good  covering 
of  planks  on  the  outside,  painted  yellow,  and  in  the  interior 
it  is  hung  with  pretty  tapestry.  Sixthly,  between  the  library 
and  the  board-fence  on  the  south  there  is  a  Dutch  structm-e 
like  a  vaulted  cellar,  but  covered  with  earth,  which  is  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  vegetables.  Seventldy,  in  front  of  this 
cavern  there  is  a  maze,  built  of  boards,  which  is  so  contrived 
that  if  any  one  unacquainted  with  it  goes  in,  he  cannot  find 
the  entrance  again  without  help. 

7.  Under  the  summer-house,  No.  5,  in  the  large  garden, 
is  a  new  vaulted  cellar,  and  under  the  dwelling-house  the 
foundation  is  laid  for  building  a  stone  house. 


DOCUMENT  141. 

A. 

LETTER  WRITTEN  BY  MR.  CHAS.  LINDEGREN"^ 
TO  MESSRS.  BOHMAN,  HASSEL  AND  GORGES, 

DATED  JULY  18,  1772.* 

By  Captain  Fox,  of  the  ship  Nancy,  I  forwarded  to  you 
all  the  effects  of  the  late  Assessor  Swedenborg  which  I 
received  from  himself,  or  found  in  his  lodgings,  and  which 
are  specified  in  the  enclosed  bill  of  lading.  They  are  of 
little  value,  especially  his  clothes  and  hnen,  which  I  should 
not  have  sent,  if  I  had  not  thought  that  his  dear  and 
worthy  family  would  wish  to  possess  something  which  was 
worn  by  the  good  and  worthy  man  in  this  life.  The  most 
important  is  a  brown  parcel  sealed,  and  addressed  to  yourself, 
in  which  there  are  all-important  documents  and  bills  for  the 
moneys  which  he  drew  from  young  Mr.  Clas  Grill  and  myself, 
all  of  which  are  sealed  up;  in  order  to  avoid  all  suspicion, 
I  must  beg  you  not  to  break  the  seal,  except  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  his  relations,  and  of  the  agent  Carl  Wm.  Seele. 
Besides  this  I  paid  to  him  in  cash  £70,  for  which  I  have 
two  receipts,  and  also  12^  guineas  and  1  Dutch  ducat 
during  his  sickness,  and  likewise  5  banknotes,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  enclosed  specification,  amount  to  2140  dalers  in 
copper.  The  bank-bills  I  will  send  to  you  by  next  Tuesday's 
post,  because  it  is  safer.  There  are  now  only  a  few  unsold 
books  left  with  two  booksellers,  concerning  which  1  will 
report  in  my  next  by  post. 

In  addition  I  will  only  repeat,  what  I  have  already 
reported  to  the  agent  Seele,  viz.   that  the  deceased  has  not 

*  These  two  letters  have  been  transferred  from  Count  Engestrom's  Hbrary 
to  the  B-oyal  Liljiary  in  Stockholm. 


394  SWEDENB ORG'S  PRIVATE  PROPERTY.    [Doc.  141. 

left  behind,  nor  has  he  ever  made,  a  will.  Frequently,  when 
I  asked  him  about  it,  he  said,  that  he  was  not  going  to 
trouble  himself  about  it:  let  those  who  shall  have  it,  take  it 
according  to  the  Swedish  law.  The  expenses  during  his 
illness  were  very  great,  likewise  the  cost  of  his  burial,  so 
that  there  is  still  some  money  due  to  me,  of  which  I  will  send 
you  my  bill  per  post. 


B. 

LETTEE  OF  MR.  CHAS.  LINDEGREN"'  TO 
3MESSES.  BOHMAN,  HASSEL  AND  aOEGES, 

DATED  LONDON,  AUG.  11,  1772. 

I  hope  Capt.  Fox  has  arrived,  and  delivered  the  effects 
of  the  late  Assessor  Swedenborg. 

I  send  you  enclosed  his  account  up  to  the  present,  showing 
a  balance  in  my  favour  of  £18.  There  are  still  three  bills 
to  come  in  which  I  have  paid,  and  which  are  in  my  books. 
I  enclose  also  the  five  bank-bills  which  were  described  in  my 
last,  amounting  in  all  to  2140  dalers.  After  Assessor  Sweden- 
borg's  death  only  three  guineas,  or  £3  :  3,  were  found  in 
his  possession.  These  I  will  not  put  down  in  my  account,  but 
I  shall  pay  £2:2  to  Magister  Mathesius,"^  who  ofiiciated 
at  the  funeral,  and  £l  :  1  to  the  sexton.  In  addition,  I  must 
remark  that  I  have  not  given  Pastor  Ferelius"^  any  satisfaction 
in  respect  to  his  complaint  about  the  funeral.  I  offered  him 
£3  :  3,  or  three  guineas,  but  he  considered  this  too  Httle, 
and  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  ^ay  away  the  money  belong- 
ing to  the  heirs.  This  matter  can  be  settled  best  with  Pastor 
Ferelius  himself  according  to  the  Swedish  usage,  either  by 
yourself  or  Mr.  Seele:  for  tliis  gentleman  is  now  in  Stockholm. 
There  are  still  some  books  with  two  booksellers,  but  I  cannot 
get  them  without  an  order — about  this  I  will  however  write 
to  you  in  my  next. 


DOCUMENT  142. 

'LETTEE   FROM  THE  SWEDISH  TRAVELLER, 

BJORNSTAHL^^^    TO   DR.    CARL   JESPER 

BENZELIUS/^  PROFESSOR  AT  LUND.* 

Right  reverend  Doctor  and  Professor, 

With  respect  to  the  books  of  the  late 
Assessor  Swedenborg,  Mr.  Springer, ^^^  who  was  his  very  in- 
timate friend,  could  not  help  expressing  his  great  astonishment, 
that  you  should  never  have  been  able  to  obtain  any  infor- 
mation on  the  subject;  for  he  himself,  about  two  years  and 
a  half  ago,  wrote  a  very  minute  letter  on  the  subject  to 
Matthias  Benzelstjerna,-}-  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Springer 
has  wondered  no  less  at  never  having  received  an  answer  to 
his  letter,  especially  as  he  had  offered  his  services;  and  had 
a  power  of  attorney  been  sent  over,  all  books  would  doubtless 
have  been  sold,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  great  demand  for 
them.  They  may  be  worth  about  £200.  He  has  showed 
me  a  copy  of  the  letter,  which  was  written  on  Nov.  13,  1773, 
where  the  number  of  all  the  books  in  stock  at  the  book- 
sellers in  London  is  given,  and  a  mode  is  explained  by  which 
they  might  be  quickly  sold,  and  the  heirs  in  Sweden  be 
benefited  by  their  sale.  If,  therefore,  you  will  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  above-mentioned  letter,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  for  me  to  do  any  thing  more  in  this  matter. 
Good  old  Mr.  Springer  however  cannot  be  troubled  any  more 
with  it,  as  the  infirmities  of  old  age  have  rendered  him  incapable ; 

*  This  letter  is  preserved  in  the  Cathedral-Library  at  Linkiiping  in  a 
bound  volume  containing  the  correspondence  of  Doctor  Carl  Jesper 
Benzelius. 

f  Son  of  Bishop  Jacob  Benzelstjerna.'' 
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it  would  therefore  be  best  for  you  to  put  the  whole  matter 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Clas  Grill,  "^  an  honourable  Swedish- 
merchant  in  this  place,  and  a  good  friend  of  Mr.  Springer,  ^^^ 
who  will  assist  you  with  his  advice,  and  will  procure  the 
services  of  a  man  able  to  estimate  the  value  of  books,  as  you 
cannot  in  such  a  matter  depend  on  the  booksellers  them- 
selves. 

I  undertand  that  many  books  of  the  same  kind  are  also 
in  store  at  Amsterdam;  I  wish  I  had  known  about  them' 
while  I  was  there.  If  Mr.  Springer's  letter  had  been  answered, 
this  matter  could  have  been  settled  both  in  England  and  in 
Holland.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  circumstance  that  the 
Assessor  had  moneys  on  deposit  with  the  Messrs.  Hoop  in 
Amsterdam?  those  which  he  had  deposited  with  Mr.  Lindegren"'^ 
in  London  have  long  since  been  paid  off  and  despatched. 

Do  you  not  consider  it  good  and  advisable  that  a  small 
stone  should  be  raised  in  the  Swedish  Church,  where  Assessor 
Swedenborg  is  buried,  upon  which  at  least  his  name,  with 
the  date  of  his  birth  and  death,  should  be  engraved?  This 
cannot  be  very  expensive;  and  he  has  been  such  a  very 
remarkable  man.  Several  of  his  books  have  been  trans- 
lated from  Latin  into  English;  one  has  been  accompanied  with 
a  very  clever  preface  by  Doctor  [?]  Hartley,^  who  was  an  in- 
timate friend  not  only  of  the  Assessor,  but  also  of  his  mode 
of  explaining  the  Bible. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jacob  Jonas  Bjoenstahl.^^"^ 
London,  March  2,  1776. 


SECTION  V. 

SWEDENBORG'S  OFFICIAL  LIFE  IN 

THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES. 

FROM  1717  TO  1747. 


mTEODUCTIOK 

This  Section  contains  the  results  of  a  thorough  examination 
of  the  Archives  of  the  College  of  Mines  in  Stockholm,  which 
was  instituted  with  the  view  of  obtaining  an  authentic 
account  of  the  official  life  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  as  one  of 
its  assessors.  This  investigation  was  carried  on  by  the  editor 
of  these  documents  dui'ing  several  months  of  the  year  1869, 
permission  having  most  kindly  been  given  him  for  that  purpose 
by  the  authorities  of  the  College  of  Commerce,  with  which  the 
College  of  Mines  is  now  combined.  This  College  no  longer 
holds  its  meetings  in  the  building  so  long  frequented  by 
Emanuel  Swedenborg,  that  being  now  occupied  by  the  Royal 
Archives  of  Sweden  (Riks-Arkivet)-,  but  has  removed  to  a  build- 
ing in  the  "Stora  Kyrko  brinken"  Cathedral  Lane  No.  9,  which 
w^as  formerly  the  residence  of  Count  Fr.  Stenbock. 

The  College  of  Mines,  although  formerly  an  independent 
department  of  the  State,  is  now  a  branch  of  the  College  of 
Commerce,  or  of  what  is  more  properly  called  the  "Department 
of  Commerce:"  for  there  never  was  anything  of  the  nature  ot 
a  College  in  the  English  meaning  of  the  w^ord  in  the  Swedish 
College  of  Mines.  It  was,  and  still  is,  the  government 
department,  under  the  charge  of  which  the  whole  mining 
interest  of  the  kingdom  of  Sweden  is  placed.  The  functions 
of  this  college  are  administrative,  and  at  the  same  time 
judiciary,  i.  e.  it  appoints  the  various  mining  officers  in  Sweden, 
and  receives  reports  from  them,  and  it  also  judges  in  all  law- 
suits arising,  in  which  mining  interests  are  involved. 

The  College  of  Mines  in  Swedenborg's  time  consisted  of 
a  president,  who  always  belonged  to  the  highest  order  of 
nobility,    two    councillors   of  mines,   and  about  six  assessors. 
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The  board  consisted  of  these  officers,  each  of  •whom  had  a 
vote.  The  session  of  the  College  usually  commenced  in  the 
month  of  September,  and  continued  uninterruptedly  till 
the  middle  of  July.  During  the  summer  months  generally 
some  of  the  assessors  were  engaged  in  an  inspecting  tour 
among  the  mines.  At  Christmas  also  there  was  usually  a 
recess  of  from  one  to  two  weeks. 

The  meetings  of  the  College  were  daily,  Sunday  of  course 
excepted ;  and  the  proceedings  were  commenced  by  the  Secre- 
tary calling  the  roll.  If  any  one  of  the  members  was  absent, 
the  reason  of  his  absence  was  recorded;  if  he  was  unwell,  it 
was  so  stated.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  by  examining  the 
muster-roll  of  the  College  of  Mines  during  the  whole  time 
Swedenborg  was  connected  with  it,  an  exact  knowledge  of  his 
whereabouts  and  of  the  condition  of  his  health  during  that 
time  would  be  obtained.  For  this  purpose  mainly,  the  editor 
went  through  the  laborious  process  of  turning  over  the 
voluminous  proceedings  of  the  College  of  Mines,  from  the 
year  1717  to  1747.  The  result  of  his  work  is  given  in  the 
following  pages.  Besides  noting  the  times  when  Swedenborg 
was  absent  and  when  he  was  present,  the  editor  took  a  note 
of  all  proceedings  in  which  Swedenborg  took  a  particular 
part,  or  which  had  any  special  reference  to  him.  All  these 
particulars  are  stated  in  the  order  and  in  the  language  in 
which  they  are  recorded  in  the  numerous  volumes,  in  which 
these  proceedings  are  contained. 

In  conclusion  the  editor  shoult  state  that  the  assessors  and 
councillors  of  mines  were  ranged  according  to  seniority  by  the 
date  of  commission,  and  that  the  oldest  assessor  was  entitled 
to  a  councillorship,  when  one  became  vacant. 


DOCUMENT  143. 
EXTRACT  FROM  THE  MINUTES.* 

Jan.  7,  1717. 

§.1.  A  letter  of  His  Royal  Majesty,  dated  the  18th  of 
December  last,  was  read,  in  which  it  was  announced  that  His 
Royal  Majesty  had  most  graciously  commanded  that  Emanuel 
Swedberg  should  be  extraordinary  Assessor  in  the  Royal 
College  of  Mines.     Resolved,  to  put  it  on  file. 

[A  copy  of  this  letter  herewith  follows:] 


LETTER  OF  CHARLES  XH^  TO  THE  COLLEGE 
OF  MINES,  RESPECTma  EMANUEL  SWEDBERG.f 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Sweden, 
Gothia,  and  Wendia,  etc.  Our  especial  favour  and  gracious 
pleasure,  under  God  Almighty,  to  the  true  men  and  ser- 
vants, to  our  Council  and  President,  as  well  as  Vice- 
l^resident,  and  to  all  the  Members  of  the  College  of  Mines. 
Inasmuch  as  we  have  graciously  deigned  to  command  that 
Emanuel  Swedberg  shall  be  Extraordinary  Assessor  in  the 
College  of  Mines,  although  he  at  the  same  time  is  to  attend 
Polhammar,^*  the  counsellor  of  commerce,  and  to  be  of 
assistance  to  him  in  his  engineering  works,  and  in  carrying 
out  his  designs,  therefore  it  is  our  pleasui'e  hereby  to  let  you 
know  this,  with  our  gracious  command,  and  that  you  allow  him 
to  enjoy  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  College,  whenever  he  be  present, 

*  Extracted  from  the  volume  containing  the  Blinutes  of  the  College  of 
Mines  for  the  year  1717. 

t  Preserved  among  the  Royal  Letters  and  Rescripts  ("Kongl  Majt'^ 
Bref,"  &c.)  for  the  year  1717.  p.  934. 
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and  especially  when  any  business  be  brought  forward  pertain- 
ing to  mechanics.  We  hereby  commend  you,  especially  and 
graciously,  to  God  Almighty. 

Caeolus. 
Lund,  December  18,  1716. 

S.  Ceonhielm.^' 

To  the  College  of  Mines  concerning  the  Extraordinary  Assessor 
Swedberg.    Arrived  December  29,  1716;  read  January  7, 1717. 


DOCUMENT  144. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  MINUTES  OF  1717.* 

April  6.  §.  1.  Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Emanuel  Swedberg,  who  was 
appointed  by  His  Royal  Majesty  to  be  extraordinary  Assessor 
in  the  College  of  Mines,  has  now  made  his  appearance :  there- 
fore, as  a  beginning  of  his  introduction  the  royal  decree  which 
had  been  received,  was  read.  Afterwards  the  above-named 
Assessor,  after  delivering  to  the  Royal  College  the  formulary 
of  the  oath  signed  by  himself,  took  the  oath  of  loyalty  and  of 
office,  with  his  hand  upon  the  book,  and  then  took  the  seat 
belonging  to  him. 

[The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  Royal  Warrant,  which  is 
preserved  at  the  College  of  Mines:] 


ROYAL  WARRANT,  BY  WHICH  SWEDEN- 
BORO  WAS  APPOINTED  EXTRA- 
ORDINARY ASSESSOR.f 

We,  Charles,  by  the  gi*ace  of  God,  King  of 
Sweden,  Gothia,  and  Wendia,  Grand-duke  of  Finland,  Duke 
of  Scania,  Estland,  Liffland,  Curland,  Bremen,  Yerden,  Stettin, 

*  Extracted  from  the  volume  containing  the  Minutes  of  the  College 
of  Mines,  for  1717. 

f  Preserved  among  the  Koyal  Letters  and  Rescripts  for  the  year  1717, 
p.  935. 
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Pomerania,  Cassuben,  andWenden;  Prince  ofRiigeii,  Lord  of 

Ingermanland  and  Wismar,   as  well  as  Palsgrave  oi"  Rhenish 

Bavaria,  Duke  of  Jiilich,  Cleve,  Berg,  etc.,  make  known,  that, 

inasmuch  as  we  have  graciously  thought  fit  that  someone  who 

possessess  a  good  knowledge  of  mechanics  ought  to  sit  in  the 

College  of  Mines,  and  inasmuch  as  for  this  purpose  there  was 

proposed  to  us  in  all  deference,   our  faithful  subject,  and  our 

well-beloved  Emanuel  Swedberg,  on  account  of  his  praiseworthy 

qualities   and  eminent  fitness;  therefore,  we  herewith,  and  by 

virtue  of  this  our   open  warrant,  graciously  deign  to   direct, 

that  this  Emanuel  Swedberg  shall  be  Extraordinary  Assessor 

in  our  College  of  Mines.    All  this  is  to  be  duly  noticed  by  all 

whom  it  may  concern.     In  order  to  impart  additional  weight 

to  it,  we    have  confirmed  it  by    our  oayh  signature   and  our 

royal  seal. 

Caeolus. 

Lund,  December  18,  1716. 

S.  Ceonhjelm.^^ 

Presented  and  read  before  the  College  of  Mines,  on  April  6, 1717. 


EXTRACT  FROM   THE  MINUTES  OF  1717. 

April  17. 

§.  2.  Assessors  Job.  Angerstein  and  Emanuel  Swedberg 
gave  notice  that  they  were  obliged  to  depart,  the  former 
only  for  a  week  to  Strengniis,  on  account  of  some  busi- 
ness; the  latter,  in  company  with  Councillor  of  Commerce 
Polheimer,"  to  Carlscrona  and  Schonen.  Whereupon  the 
College  could  scarcely  do  otherwise  than  give  its  assent. 
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DOCUMENT  145. 
EXTRACT  FROM  THE  MINUTES  OF  1719. 

Feb.  13,  1719.     Emanuel  Swedenborg  was  present. 

Nov.  2.  Emanuel  Swedenborg  handed  in  to  the  College  of 
Mines  a  "Description  of  Swedish  Iron  furnaces  and  their 
working." 

[This  treatise,  which  contains  a  minute  description  of  the 
subject  in  Swedenborg's  own  handwriting,  is  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  the  College  of  Mines;  an  authorized  copy  of  it 
is  also  preserved  among  the  Swedenborg  MSS.  in  the  Library 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  It  was  dedicated  to  the  follow- 
ing officers  of  the  College  of  Mines: 
To  the  well-born   Count,   Councillor   of  State,  and  President 

of  the  College  of  Mines,  Jacob  Spens: 
and  also  to  the  well-born,  noble,  and  honourable  gentlemen, 
the  Vice-president,  the  Councillors  and  all  the  Assessors 
of  Mines,  Mr.  Urban  Hierne,^^  Mr.  Robert  Kinnimundt,  Mr. 
Jonas  Cederstedt,^^^  Mr.  Andreas  Stromner,^^^  Mr.  Jacob 
Angerstein,  Mr.  Adam  LeijelV^  Mr.  David  Leijell,^^*  and 
Mr.  Anders  Swab.''^ 

The  introduction  to  tliis  treatise  is  as  follows: 

It  would  have  been  more  becoming  in  me  to  bring  beforo 
Your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Royal  College  something 
of  greater  importance  and  value  than  a  mere  treatise  on  a 
coarse  and  ugly  iron  furnace  ;  especially  as  opportunity  is 
afforded  in  the  Swedish  mining  districts  of  studying  more 
important  furnaces,  as  those  in  which  silver  and  copper  are 
smelted.  Still,  as  my  principal  object  has  been  to  investigate 
the  nature  of  fire,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  acts  in  all 
kinds  of  furnaces  and  blasts,  i.  e.  in  everything  that  concerns 


Doc.  147.]        SWEDENBORG  ON  IRONWORKS.  405 

smelting,  the  treatment  of  ores,  and  roasting — therefore  I 
considered  it  more  advantageous  to  examine  the  coarser 
first,  and  to  investigate  the  nature  of  fire  on  a  large  scale,  in 
fact  to  dissect  it  in  a  large  subject,  in  order  more  easily  to  draw 
conclusions  thence  with  regard  to  its  mode  of  operation  and  its 
qualities  on  a  small  scale.  For  it  is  by  no  means  so  sure  a 
principle  to  experiment  on  a  small  scale  and  by  models,  and 
afterwards  to  make  the  application  on  a  large  scale,  basing 
one's  calculations  upon  such  trials.  "Will  Your  Excellency 
and  the  Honourable  Royal  College  please  to  receive  this 
favourably,  and  have  more  regard  to  my  intention  and  meaning, 
than  to  the  work  itself  as  presented  to  you?  Should  I,  at 
some  future  time,  have  something  of  more  importance  to  offer, 
I  will  ask  your  permission  again  to  present  it  to  Your  Ex- 
cellency and  to  the  Honourable  Royal  College,  that  you  may 
derive  some  profit  and  pleasure  from  it.  I  shall  consider  it  my 
duty  to  endeavour  to  realize  these  my  expectations.     I  remain 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Eman.  Swedenboeg.] 


DOCUMENT  146. 

INSTRUCTION  OF  QUEEN  ULRICA  ELEONORA 
TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES 

RESPECTING  A  MEMORIAL    FROM  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORG. 

Ulrica  Eleonora,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Sweden, 
Gothland,  and  Wendia,  Grand-duchess  of  Finland,  etc. 

Our  especial  favour  and  gracious  pleasure,  under  God  Al- 
mighty, to  the  true  men  and  servants,  our  and  our  country's 
State-councillor,  Count,  and  President,  as  well  as  to  the  Vice- 
president,  the  Councillors  of  Mines,  and  Assessors.  We  graciously 
send  you  herewith  a  humble  petition  handed  to  us  by  Assessor 
Swedenborg  about  setting  up  works  in  connection  with  the 
mines  in  the  Great  Copper  mountain  (Stora  KojjjMrherget)  for 

*  From  the  volume  containing  the  Royal  Letters  and  Decrees  addressed 
to  the  College  of  Mines  during  the  years  1718  and  1719,  p.   150. 
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the  purpose  of  exsiccating  vitriol,  and  inasmucli  as  this  seems 
both  necessary  and  useful  for  the  country  in  future  times,  it 
is  our  gracious  will  and  order,  that  you  take  this  subject  into 
due  consideration,  and  afterwards  submit  to  us  the  opinion 
at  which  you  arrive  on  the  subject.  We  commend  you  to 
the  grace  of  God  Almighty. 

Uleica  Eleonoea. 
Stockholm,  November  14,  1719. 

To  the  College  of  Mines,  together  with  the  humble  petition 
handed  in  by  Assessor  Swedenborg. 


DOCUMENT  147. 
SWEDENBORa  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES.* 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  the  honourable  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  the  Councillors  and  Assessors  of  Mines. 

As  there  is  nothing  I  wish  more  ardently  than 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  satisfaction  and  being  of 
actual  service  to  Your  Excellency  and  to  the  Honourable 
Royal  College,  I  therefore,  for  this  very  reason,  am  embolden- 
ed to  approach  you  with  a  humble  prayer,  that  you  would 
support  the  petition,  in  which  I  apply  to  you  in  the  deepest 
humility,  to  graciously  provide  me  with  some  salary  or 
other  means  of  support,  by  virtue  of  my  appointment  as  an 
extraordinary  Assessor,  or  that  you  would  interest  your- 
selves in  my  behaK  in  any  other  way  which  may  seem  to 
you  best.  I  feel  the  more  justified  in  making  this  humble 
application,  as  I  have  already  spent  whatever  has  come 
to  me  by  inheritance  and  through  other  channels  in  per- 
fecting myself  in  what  I  thought  would  help  to  make  me 
useful  to  my  country,  and  in  travelling  abroad  for  four 
years,  and  more  recently  in  assisting  the  Councillor  of  Com- 
merce, Polhem,  in  the  construction  of  docks  and  sluices,  in 
which   I,    at   my    own    expense,    obeyed    the    most   gracious 

*  Preserved  in  the  College  of  Mines  among  the  "Bref  och  Suppliquer" 
for  1720,  p.  2. 
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command  of  His  late  Majesty,   Charles  XII.    For  four  years 

I  had  the   honour   of  being  a   humble  servant  in  the  Royal 

College,   and   whatever  I  could  spare  besides,  I  expended  in 

seeing  through  the   press  at  great  cost  several  printed  works 

and   some   other   things,    by   which,    as   by  every  thing  else 

I   have   done,   I  wished  to  express  my  great  desire  to  have 

the  means  and  the  opportunity  of  giving  you  satisfaction  and 

being  of  service  to  you;  a  desire  in  which  I  shall  ever  continue. 

I  remain  Your  Excellency's  and  the  Honourable  Royal  College's 

Most  humble  servant, 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Skinskatteberg,*  June  19,  1720. 


DOCUMENT  148. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES.f 

To   His   Excellency    the   President,   and  to   the   Honourable 
Councillors  and  Assessors  of  Mines. 

As  I  am  about  to  undertake  a  new  journey 
abroad,  it  is  my  duty  to  make  it  known  to  Your  Excellency, 
and  to  the  Honourable  Royal  College  in  writing;  especially  as 
my  only  object  is,  to  collect  more  minute  information  respecting 
the  condition  of  the  mines  abroad  and  the  processes  which  are 
followed  there,  and  also  to  make  inquiries  respecting  commerce, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  metals.  For  tliis  purpose  I  intend 
to  visit  the  places  where  there  are  mines,  and  also  those 
where  there  is  a  trade  in  metals.  For  the  accomplishment 
of  my  design  I  consider  it  most  useful  first  to  travel  to 
Holland,  thence  to  England,  afterwards  to  France  and  Italy, 
by  way  of  Venice  and  Vienna  to  the  Hungarian  works,  and 
lastly  to  the  German.  If  Your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable 
Royal  College  approve  of  this  well-meant  purpose,  and  if  you 
would  communicate  to  me  instructions  and  directions,  telling 
me  with  what  I  should  make  myself  particularly  acquainted 
in  the  various  places,  I  would  not  only  feel  it  a  duty  to  place 

*  See  Document  130. 

t  Preserved   in   the  College  of  INlines   among  the  Letters  and  Suppli- 
cations (Bref  och  Suppliquer),  for  1721,  p.  155. 
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myself  under  these  instructions,  but  would  esteem  it  most 
valuable  advice,  as  it  would  show  me  how  I  might  best  employ 
my  time  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  Within  six  weeks  I 
intend,  with  God's  help,  to  be  in  Amsterdam,  where  I  shall 
await  Your  Excellency's  and  the  Honourable  Royal  College's 
gracious  instructions. 

I   remain,  with  the  greatest  deference,  Your  Excellency's 
and  the  Honourable  Royal  College's 

Most  humble  servant, 

Eman.  Swedenboeg, 
Helsingborg,*  June  30,  1721. 


DOCUMENT  149. 
SWEDENBORG  TO  THE  KIl^G. 

[On  his  return  to  Sweden,  Emanuel  Swedenborg  addressed 
the  following  letter,  dated  Medevi,-]-  July  14,  to  Kjng  Frederic,* 
who  was  staying  at  the  same  place.  Of  this  letter,  which 
was  sent  the  very  same  day  by  the  King  to  the  College 
of  Mines,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon,  two  copies 
exist  in  Swedenborg's  own  handwriting:  the  identical  copy 
he  addressed  to  the  King  is  preserved  in  the  College  of 
Mines  among  the  Letters  and  Supplications  (Bref  och  Siip- 
pliquer)  for  the  year  1722,  p.  156;  the  other,  which  he  sent  to 
his  brother-in-law,  Ericus  Benzelius,  is  preserved  in  the  Cathe- 
dral-Library at  Linkoping.  A  copy  of  the  latter  is  contained 
in  Vol.  I,  of  the  photo-lithographic  edition  of  Swedenborg's  MSS. 

This  letter  was  read  before  the  College  on  October  4,  and 
is  as  follows:] 

Most  Mighty  and  Gracious  King, 

As  your  Royal  Majesty  takes  a  gracious  inte- 
rest in  the  mining  produce  of  your  country,  and  as  you  are 
likewise  pleased  to  encourage  all  efforts  by  which  the  pro- 
ductiveness  of  our  mines  may  be   stimulated  and  increased, 

*  A  Swedish  sea-port  on  the  Sound,  opposite  Helsingor  in  Denmark. 
•}•  A  Swedish  Spa  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Wetter. 
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I  therefore  venture  in  all  humility  to  come  before  you  with 
some  measures,  by  which  the  mode  of  working  the  mines  in 
Sweden  may  be  improved,  limiting  myself  for  the  present  to 
some  improvements  in  the  working  of  copper.  For  by  care- 
fully investigating  the  process  used  in  Sweden,  and  com- 
paring it  Avith  that  employed  abroad,  taldng  into  consideration 
the  difference  in  the  ore,  I  have  discovered  some  means  by 
which  the  yield  of  copper  may  be  considerably  increased. 

Should  your  Royal  Majesty  grant  me  permission,  I  am 
willing  to  undertake  to  get  at  least  eleven  skeppund  out  of 
the  same  amount  and  the  same  kind  of  ore,  that  which  is 
found  in  the  Great  Copper  Mountain  near  Fahlun,  from 
Avhich,  by  the  customary  process  in  use  in  Sweden,  only 
ten  skeiypuml  are  obtained  at  present;  which  amounts,  for  all 
the  mines  in  Sweden,  to  ten  per  cent,  and  will  increase  the 
yield  of  copper  altogether  from  800  to  900  skejjpiund. 

If  your  Majesty  should  look  with  favour  on  my  project,  I 
am  willing  to  give  a  proof  of  it  on  a  large  scale;  which  may 
be  done  by  an  equal  division  being  made  of  the  same  kind 
of  ore  and  coal:  and  the  Royal  College  of  Mines  may  order 
such  precautionary  measures  to  be  taken  that  neither  party 
can  have  recourse  to  any  unfair  means. 

In  order  to  put  all  obstacles  out  of  the  way  of  such  a 
trial,  I  agree,  in  case  my  new  process  should  result  in  any 
loss  of  coal  or  copper,  compared  with  the  yield  obtained  by 
the  usual  process,  to  make  up  at  once  this  loss  out  of  my 
own  means  to  the  mining  authorities.  But  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  proved  that  ten  per  cent  has  been  gained,  Your 
Royal  Majesty  will  most  graciously  grant  me  the  tirst  year's 
gains  which  may  thus  accrue,  extending  the  same  to  the  whole 
yield  of  copper  in  Sweden  which  may  have  been  benefited 
by  my  process;  all  of  which  is  to  be  paid  to  me  by  the  public, 
as  soon  as  the  proof  has  been  declared  to  be  satisfactory. 
Further,  as  our  Swedish  process  of  smelting  copper  is 
subject  to  uncertainty  as  to  what  may  and  ought  to  be 
got  out  of  a  certain  quantity  of  ore  or  copper  stone ; 
as  in  Sweden  this  depends  upon  the  smelters,  the  furnace, 
and  principally,  as  is  maintained,  upon  luck,  and  some- 
times there  is    only    turned    out  one    half,   or    even   less,    of 
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wliat  had  been  estimated,  this  also  may  be  placed  on  a 
surer  foundation,  and  the  causes  may  be  shown  and  means 
suggested  for  improvement.  This  may  be  as  great  a  source 
of  gain  as  the  former,  and  if  tliis  be  proved  and  shown, 
I  hope  your  Majesty  will  also  most  graciously  allow  me  the 
enjoyment  of  the  same  profit  as  in  the  former  case.  Eor  we 
in  Sweden  ought  to  have  the  same  advantage  which  they  en- 
joy abroad,  in  obtaining  as  much  copper  out  of  ore,  as  is 
indicated  by  an  analysis  on  a  small  scale. 

Should  some  saving  in  coal  be  effected,  this  also  ought 
to  be  borne  in  mind  by  Your  Majesty,  so  that  I  may  enjoy 
the  same  proportion  of  the  profit  accruing  from  that  source. 
But  as  a  single  trial,  considering  that  those  who  make 
it  are  unaccustomed  to  new  processes  and  furnaces,  is  un- 
avoidably subject  to  some  uncertainty,  I  reserve  to  myself 
the  right  of  making  a  second  trial,  which  must  be  granted 
me  if  I  find  it  necessary;  on  the  other  hand  the  mining  au- 
thorities (hergslagen)  having  also  the  right  to  insist  on  a  second 
trial.  In  all  which  I  submit  myself  to  the  most  gracious 
pleasure  of  Your  Royal  Majesty,  and  remain,  Your  Royal 
Majesty,  my  most  gracious  King's 

Most  humble  and  faithful  subject, 
Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Medevi,  July  14,  1722. 


DOCUMENT  150. 

MEMOETAL  RESPECTma  MY  HUMBLE  REMON- 

STEANCE  AOT)  PETITION  ADDRESSED  TO 

HIS  EOYAL  MAJESTY  * 

[On  reading  the  letter  contained  in  Document  149,  the 
College  of  Mines  seems  to  have  instructed  Emanuel  Swedenborg 
to  prepare  a  more  definite  statement  of  his  proposal,  with  the 
view  of  communicating  it  to  the  mining  authorities  at  Fahlun; 
on  which  he  prepared  the  following  Memorial,  which  was  read 
and  discussed  before  the  College  of  Mines  on  the  11th  of 
October:] 

1.  Your  Excellency  the  Count  and  the  Honourable 
College  of  Mines  will  kindly  and  graciously  order  all  whom  it 
may  concern  to  supply  everything  that  is  required  in  order 
that  the  trial  may  be  instituted,  including  ore,  coal,  mate- 
rials for  building  the  furnaces,  etc. 

2.  They  will  grant  me  permission  to  choose  the  place  which 
I  may  consider  most  favourable  for  making  the  trial.  Also 
that  I  may  employ  the  ablest  smelters  and  roasters,  and  may  be 
allowed  to  select  them  myself.  Likewise  that  I  may  appoint 
some  adjunct  to  assist  me  in  superintending  the  trial,  when 
it  is  instituted  on  both  sides. 

3.  Although  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  in  these 
trials  any  one  will  act  unfairly,  since  Your  Excellency  the 
Count,  and  the  Honoui'able  Royal  College,  will  look  to  this; 
still,  as  the  labourers  at  the  works  generally  desire  to  cling 
to    their   old  practices,   and  can  with  difficulty  be  induced  to 

*  Preserved  in  the  College  of  IMines  among  the  Bref  och  Suppliquer, 
for  1722,  p.  168. 
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abandon  them,  no  matter  how  strong  the  reasons  may  be  in 
favour  of  a  new  mode,  or  how  great  the  advantages  that  may 
result  from  it — therefore  it  may  be  necessary  that  all  who 
are  engaged  in  the  trials  should  be  bound  by  oath  to  act 
honestly;  and  Likewise  that  orders  should  be  given  that,  while 
the  most  important  trial  is  going  on,  no  one  should  be  allowed 
without  permission  to  approach  the  works.  It  may  also  be 
necessary  to  use  other  precautions,  to  assure  those  whom  it 
may  concern,  and  also  the  pubhc,  that  fair  play  has  been 
observed  throughout. 

4.  I  beg  most  humbly  that  the  mining  authorities  be  in- 
structed to  make  their  trial  first,  and  that  mine  should  follow: 
as  it  is  possible  one  or  the  other  of  the  processes  I  intend 
to  show  may  be  improved,  and  applied  by  them  with  ad- 
vantage were  theirs  the  second  trial. 

5.  That  the  trial  of  the  mining  authorities  should  be  made 
according  to  the  usual  process  without  any  change. 

6.  In  order  to  reach  the  desired  end  as  early  as  possible, 
the  mining  authorities  might  make  a  beginning  next  winter,  or 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  conveniently,  by  instituting  ex- 
periments on  a  small  scale. 

7.  It  seems  necessary  that  at  least  three  trials  be  made 
to  afford  the  means  of  drawing  a  surer  inference  regarding 
the  difference  in  the  yield,  and  also  respecting  the  correct- 
ness of  the  process. 

8.  After  three  or  more  trials  have  been  made,  according 
as  the  mining  authorities  may  see  fit,  and  these  trials  have 
been  approved  by  them  it  may  be  necessary  to  enact,  in  order 
to  stimulate  them  to  pursue  these  trials  with  all  diligence 
and  caution,  that  afterwards  no  excuses  shall  be  admitted. 

9.  That  each  trial  may  be  made  on  about  ten  skepj^und 
or  more,  in  order  that  the  difference  and  the  advantage  in 
the  process  may  be  determined  with  greater  certainty;  and 
that  no  objection  from  any  one  alleging  that  the  trials  were 
made  on  too  small  a  scale,  may  be   admitted  afterwards. 

10.  That  the  ore  and  coal  be  divided  into  two  parts  as 
equally  as  possible,  and  that  lots  be  drawn  in  the  presence  of 
witnesses. 

11.  With   regard  to  the   fii'st  trial,  Your  Excellency  the 
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Count,  and  the  Honourable  Royal  College,  will  please,  in 
agreement  with  my  humble  petition  to  His  Royal  Majesty, 
to  have  no  account  made  of  the  first  trial,  as  the  furnaces 
must  be  still  cold  and  damp,  and  the  workmen  unaccustomed 
to  the  new  process. 

12.  I  and  several  others  are  to  be  allowed  to  be  present 
when  this  copper  is  to  be  refined,  and,  if  deemed  necessary, 
that  person  belonging  to  the  place  who  is  fiittest  for  this  work 
is  to  be  employed. 

13.  That  a  gracious  assurance  be  communicated  to  me 
that  I  shall  enjoy  the  increased  amount  of  copper  produced 
during  the  first  year,  for  which  I  have  humbly  applied  to 
His  Majesty.  I  have  been  emboldened  to  apply  for  the  sur- 
plus of  the  copper  produced,  on  account  of  the  great  trouble, 
expense,  and  time  required  to  set  this  work  in  operation; 
and  on  account  of  the  risk  I  run  of  my  name  suffering,  if, 
by  the  carelessness  of  one  of  the  workmen  or  by  some  other 
accident,  the  whole  should  miscarry, — but  wliich  I  scarcely 
expect.  Moreover,  as  this  is  to  be  left  by  me  for  the  public 
benefit,  without  any  further  compensation,  I  therefore  shall 
consider  it  as  a  great  favour,  if  I  be  allowed  to  enjoy  a  small 
portion  of  that  which  in  the  course  of  time  will  be  gained 
by  my  process. 

Eman.  Swedenbokg. 

Stockholm,  October  11,  1722. 

[These  two  documents,  viz.  Swedenborg's  letter  to  the  King, 
and  his  memorial  addressed  to  the  College  of  Mines,  were 
submitted  by  the  College  to  the  mining  authorities  at  Fahlun, 
with  instructions  to  take  them  into  consideration  and  report 
back  to  the  College  of  Mines.  Their  Report  which  was  pre- 
sented and  read  to  the  College  on  November  19,  is  contained 
in  the  following  document.] 


DOCUMENT  151. 

REPLY  OF  THE  MININa  AUTHORITIES 
AT  FAHLUN.* 

To   the  well-born  Count  and  President,   and  to  the  Honour- 
able Council] ors  and  Assessors  of  Mines. 

Inasmuch  as  the  well-born  Assessor  Emanuel 
Swedenborg  has  stated  that  he  has  discovered  some  new 
means  by  which  the  working  of  copper  in  this  country,  and 
especially  in  the  Copper  Mountain  may  be  improved  con- 
siderably, and  probably  increased  from  ten  to  eleven  skepinmd, 
therefore  the  Board  of  Mines  have  carefully  considered  both 
his  humble  petition  submitted  to  His  Royal  Majesty,  and  also 
the  gracious  letter  of  the  Royal  College,  dated  the  11th  of 
last  month,  with  a  memorial  consisting  of  sundry  detached 
portions.  Moreover,  as  Your  Excellency  the  Count,  and  the 
Royal  College  have  been  pleased  to  order  the  Board  of  Mines, 
in  case  they  have  anything  to  reply  to  the  demand  made 
by  Assessor  Swedenborg  in  his  memorial,  to  report  the 
same  at  their  earhest  convenience  to  the  Royal  College; 
therefore  in  humble  compliance  therewith  the  Board  of 
Mines  has  carefully  examined  and  considered  his  demands, 
and  for  convenience  sake  have  added  their  remarks  to  each 
of  his  points.  In  doing  so  their  object  has  been,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  enable  Assessor  Swedenborg  to  reflect  more  on  such 
an  important  subject,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  express  and 
to  establish  between  him  and  the  said  Board  of  Mines  such 
conditions  and  such  Hmitations,  that  no  dispute  and  no  mis- 
understanding may  arise,  but  that  each  may  take  all  necessary 
precautions   at  first,  and  afterwards   enter  with  greater  zest, 

*  Preserved  in  the  College  of  Mines  among  the  Bref  och  Suppliquer, 
for  1722,  No.  153. 
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and  a  greater  feeling  of  security,  on  so  delicate  and  diffi- 
cult an  undertaking  as  that  which  is  involved  in  the  change 
of  a  process  which  has  been  elaborated  during  several 
centuries,  and  which  has  become  the  rule  in  the  smelting 
of  copper;  in  the  establishment  of  which  process  many  fingers 
have  been  burned,  so  that  those  engaged  in  it  are  unwilling 
to  follow  mere  speculations  and  abstract  rules,  in  preference  to 
those  that  have  been  taught  and  demonstrated  by  experience 
itself.  Moreover,  several  hundred  persons  have  been  engaged 
year  after  year  in  working  out  this  result,  and  they  have 
worked  in  it  faithfully  and  industriously,  as  those  only  can 
work,  whose  whole  sustenance  and  well-being,  and  every 
thing  else  depending  on  success,  have  been  involved  in  it. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  and  notwithstanding  that  this 
Board  of  Mines  and  its  officers  have  been  troubled  by  Fran- 
cisco Maria  Levante,*  Schumejer,-}-  Kunkell  von  Lowenstern, :|: 
Neithard  and  Clari,§  Orschall  and  Commissary  Mejer,  and 
by  several  others  with  new  projects  and  the  carrying  of  them 
out,  and  although  all  these  have  been  unsuccessful,  so 
that  this  place  has  acquired  a  distaste  for,  and  objection  to, 
all  those  now  called  new-fangled  miners — still  it  would  not  be 
considerate  or  impartial  of  this  Board  to  seek  to  obstruct 
the  institution  of  such  a  useful  trial,  as  is  offered  by  Assessor 
Swedenborg,  inasmuch  as  what  lies  hidden  in  nature  and  art 
can  never  be  completely  fathomed.  The  Board  of  Mines 
therefore  desires  all  good  luck  and  God's  speed  to  this  en- 
terprise, and  willingly  assents  to  the  first  point  in  the  memorial, 
viz.  to  lend  the  Assessor  all  the  assistance  that  he  can  justly 
desire  and  claim. 

*  He  was  an  Italian  who  arrived  in  Sweden  in  1685,  offering  to  the 
government  a  better  process  for  obtaining  the  copper  from  the  ore.  His 
process  is  discussed  by  Swedenborg  in  liis  Opera  Philosophica,  &c, 
Vol.  Ill,  p.  42. 

f  Joh.  Wendelin  Schumejer,  and  a  certain  Heldeberg,  both  Germans, 
offered  to  do  the  same  thing  in  lf)89,  but  failed  hkewise.  Their  process 
is  described  by  Swedenborg  at  p.  44  of  the  same  volume  of  the  same  work. 

\  See  Note  to  Document  97. 

§  Joh.  Dan.  Neithard,  and  Nicol.  Clari,  likewise  from  Germany,  promised 
to  change  iron  immediately  into  copper;  they  ai'e  mentioned  by  Sweden- 
borg on  p.  45,  of  his  Opera  Philosophica  Vol.  HI. 
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2.  The  Board  of  Mines  are  willing  that  he  should 
select  the  most  suitable  place  and  the  ablest  smelters  lor  the 
trial;  but  they  cannot  order  any  miner,  after  having  been  in 
want  of  coal,  now  that  the  coal  is  beginning  to  come  in,  to 
leave  his  works  and  give  up  his  smelters  and  roasters,  before 
having  finished  the  ore  he  has  in  hand.  Moreover,  in  con- 
nection with  this  paragraph,  there  is  this  to  be  mentioned, 
that  before  the  reward  which  the  Assessor  claims  in  his  thirteenth 
paragraph  can  become  his,  it  is  his  business  to  see  that  all  those 
who  may  be  charged  with  paying  his  reward,  have  equally  good 
smelters,  and  places  as  serviceable  as  that  which  he  chooses 
to  select:  for  all  the  circumstances  that  belong  to  the  subject 
in  question,  and  have  to  be  considered  in  regard  to  the  Assessor, 
must  also  be  taken  into  consideration  on  behalf  of  the  mining 
district. 

From  the  fact  that  this  right  of  selection  is  demanded  we 
conclude  that  many  of  the  usual  situations  for  mining-works 
are  unsuitable  for  the  new  process,  even  as  the  labourers  them- 
selves are  unused  to  it  and  untaught,  and  they  have  not 
all  the  same  facilities  for  learning  speedily  this  new  process. 
For  this  reason  also  no  one  can  be  charged  for  this  eleventh 
skep2)und  for  compensation,  who  has  not  enjoyed  all  those  ad- 
vantages which  the  Assessor  himself  has  had  in  making  his 
trial.  Moreover,  both  opportunity,  willingness,  and  ability  to 
pay  this  compensation  will  be  wanting  with  most  mine-owners 
and  labourers,  and  in  collecting  it  as  many  disputes  will  arise 
as  there  are  differences  between  their  own  works  and  the 
work  where  the  trial  has  been  made  for  the  Assessor. 

3.  The  Board  of  Mines  consider  it  not  only  necessary  that 
the  labourers  on  both  sides  should  be  pledged  by  an  oath; 
but  on  account  of  the  importance  of  this  matter  the  Board 
of  Mines  desire  also  to  have  two  good  men,  who  would  take 
turns  in  being  present  at  the  Assessor's  trial,  even  as  the 
Assessor  is  at  liberty  to  do  the  same  in  the  trial  made  by 
the  mining  district — and  this  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
suspicion  on  both  sides. 

4.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  consequence  who 
makes  the  first,  and  who  the  last  trial.  But  it  seems  best 
that  the  trials  on  both  sides  should  be  made  at  the  same  time; 
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for  after  the  trial  has  been  made  any  part  of  the  Assessor's 
process  which  has  proved  useful,  may  be  adopted. 

5.  The  Assessor  may  rest  assured  that  in  the  trial  to  be 
made  by  the  mining  district,  the  usual  process  shall  be  followed 
without  change,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be  the  best,  until  an- 
other process  be  proved  to  be  better. 

6.  As  soon  as  convenient,  and  as  soon  as  the  Board  of 
Mines  can  agree  with  the  Assessor  upon  a  surer  basis  by 
which  to  compute  the  compensation,  than  what  has  been 
proposed,  they  are  willing  that  the  trial  on  both  sides  should 
begin. 

7.  How  far  two  trials  can  be  supposed  to  give  certainty 
as  to  the  difference  and  the  increased  yield  in  copper,  the 
Board  of  Mines  give  their  opinion  in  their  consideration  of 
paragraph  13. 

8.  The  eighth  point  of  the  memorial  treats  of  the  same 
subject,  wherefore  it  also  is  considered  in  the  same  place. 

9.  It  is  a  little  doubtful,  why  the  Assessor  insists  that 
the  trial  should  consist  of  about  10  skeppund  or  more,  lest 
an  objection  might  be  made  in  the  computation  of  the  in- 
crease, should  it  be  based  on  a  trial  made  on  a  small  scale: 
for,  as  is  well  known,  the  mining  district  consists  for  the  most 
part  of  such  miners  as  are  unable  to  smelt  more  at  a  time 
than  from  four  to  five  skeppund,  and  many  even  less.  If 
then  the  increase  be  correct,  it  must  be  the  same  whether 
made  on  a  large  or  small  scale;  and  if  it  be  not  so,  the 
basis  of  its  computation  is  false,  and  can  only  be  approxi- 
mated with  the  greatest  inconvenience  and  trouble. 

10.  The  ideas  of  the  Board  of  Mines  are,  that  when  the 
trial  is  made,  the  Assessor  himself  must  be  present,  and 
take  the  same  ore  as  the  persons  of  the  mining  district, 
and  indeed  from  the  same  lot,  heap  upon  heap,  both  from 
the  better  and  the  inferior  sort.  The  Assessor  also  must 
make  arrangements  so  as  to  receive  coal  by  one  of  his 
own  men,  this  matter  being  so  important,  that  by  all  means 
possible  every  suspicion  of  unfairness  should  be  avoided,  and  all 
dispositions  be  made,  so  that  the  security  which  both  parties 
seek  may  not  be  lost  in  sundry  objections  and  difficulties. 

27 
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11.  Whether  the  Assessor  desires  to  make  one  or  two 
trials  without  counting  them,  is  a  matter  of  indiHerence  to 
the  Board  of  Mines,  provided  they  be  made  at  his  own  risk, 
and  provided  the  Board  of  Mines  do  not  incur  any  ex- 
penses beforehand.  Those  trials,  however,  which  are  to  be 
the  basis  on  which  this  presumed  increase  is  to  rest,  are  all 
to  be  made  most  accurately,  and  of  the  same  kind  of  ore  as 
that  used  by  the  other  side,  that  is,  as  far  as  it  can  be 
judged  to  be  so. 

12.  The  purity  of  the  copper  obtained  by  both  parties 
must  be  tested;  this  testing  must  be  done  by  a  master  of 
known  ability,  and  he  must  test  both  the  copper  obtained 
by  the  trial  of  the  mining  district,  and  that  which  the 
Assessor  proposes  to  obtain  by  his  process. 

13.  Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg  in  the  humble  pro- 
position which  he  submitted  to  His  Royal  Majesty,  demands, 
that  the  increase  in  the  yield  of  copper  of  the  first  year 
should  be  paid  to  him  by  the  public,  but  the  public  will  certain- 
ly not  make  any  such  payment,  unless  they  who  have  the 
benefit  of  this  increased  yield  refund  it  to  the  public;  thus, 
should  the  trial  succeed,  it  will  be  the  mine-owners'  duty 
to  pay  10  per  cent  of  the  copper  they  obtain  —  this  also 
the  Board  of  Mines  are  willing  to  grant,  if  only  the  pro- 
position will  not  lead  to  mere  disputes.  It  is  well-known 
to  all  who  have  an  accurate  knowledge  of  this  branch  of 
metallurgy,  how  many  circumstances  must  conspire  to  obtain 
the  desired  result:  how  much  depends  upon  a  proper  mixture 
of  the  ore,  upon  the  position  of  the  works,  upon  the  work- 
people, the  time,  the  putting  on  of  coal,  the  cold  roasting  or 
first  calcining,  upon  the  second  calcining,  and  so  forth.  The 
ore  also  is  in  itself  so  various  that  sometimes  two  stones 
from  the  same  lode  are  quite  unlike;  that  the  one  contains 
one  kind  of  combinations,  and  the  other  quite  a  different  kind ; 
so  that  these  things  in  so  great  a  work  as  the  above  cannot 
be  separated,  nor  sifted  apart.  As  so  many  circumstances 
conspire,  it  is  really  good  luck  when  they  all  work  together, 
and  bad  luck  when  there  is  a  want  or  deficiency  in  some  of 
them.  A  miner  may  be  as  cautious  as  possible,  yet  as  cir- 
cumstances  change   so  much  in  the   mine  itself,  and  as   his 
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work-people  vary  so  much,  it  cannot  happen  otherwise  than 
that  at  one  time  he  will  have  good  luck,  and  at  another  time 
bad  luck.  Let  a  miner  mix  his  ore  as  well  as  he  may,  yet 
a  little  oversight  in  the  first  calcining  may  cause  a  falling 
off.  Again,  he  may  take  all  care  in  the  liquefying  of  the 
copper  stone,  yet  the  smelter,  or  he  who  melts  out  the  copper 
afterwards,  may  do  him  an  injury  by  some  mistake,  or  some- 
thing may  happen  to  him  unexpectedly.  Again  the  liquefying 
of  the  copper  stone  (sulilu-hruck)  may  have  been  carried  on 
in  the  very  best  way,  and  yet  in  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  calcinings  (wandrdstningar)  by  a  wrong  graduation 
of  the  fire  gi-eat  injury  may  be  done  to  him.  Again,  his 
various  calcinings  (ivdndrdshverk)  may  have  been  done  re- 
markably well,  and  yet  in  setting  up  the  copper  stone  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  the  copper  out  of  it,  by  a  mistake  of 
the  smelter,  from  the  quality  of  the  coal,  or  the  method  of 
putting  it  on,  liis  computations  may  turn  out  ^vrong. 

It  is  therefore  vain  to  try  to  regulate  the  production  of 
copper  by  making  a  few  trials :  for  if  all  places  for  the  works, 
all  ores,  coal,  etc.  were  the  same,  if  smelters  and  calciners 
were  all  equally  industrious,  faithful,  intelligent,  and  good, 
it  would  be  a  different  thing.  Yet  so  great  a  work  as  this 
cannot  be  settled  in  this  manner.  If  a  physician  cures 
three  patients  of  fever  or  some  other  disease,  not  all  who 
suffer  from  the  same  disease  are  bound  to  pay  him  fees,  nor 
can  he  insist  that  they  shall  all  adopt  the  same  treatment. 
If  the  different  mine-owners  could  be  entered  in  an  account 
of  debit  and  credit^  and  be  taxed  thereupon  unconditionally — 
which  would  be  an  impossibility  in  so  great  a  work  and  in 
one  which  is  subject  to  so  many  contingencies — then  the  com- 
pensation or  the  increase  in  the  yield  of  copper  might  be 
more  easily  computed;  but  where  no  correct  dehit  is  entered, 
no  correct  credit  can  be  computed,  and  consequently  no  correct 
balance  can  be  drawn.  Besides,  the  Board  of  IVlines  do  not 
know  to  what  extent  the  Assessor  desires  to  make  use  of  our 
existing  furnaces,  whether  he  proposes  to  build  new  ones 
with  chimneys,  which  has  often  been  talked  of,  or  whether  he 
desires  to  employ  a  new  process  like  that  in  use  in  the 
Hartz   and    Goslar,    whicli   requii-es   more    time  and  is  more 

27* 
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costly.  These  circumstances  prevent  the  Board  of  Mines 
from  being  able  to  make  the  compensation  on  the  desired 
basis.  Without  taking  into  consideration,  that  if  the  Asses- 
sor's opinion  is,  as  is  the  meaning  of  the  words  he  has  used 
in  the  humble  memorial  addressed  to  His  Royal  Majesty, 
that  by  the  customary  process  of  smelting  less  copper  is  ob- 
tained, than  is  indicated  by  the  analysis  made  on  a  small  scale — 
in  this  case  the  basis  of  the  computation  is  not  quite  correct: 
for  on  a  large  scale  there  is  always  more  obtained  than  on 
a  small  scale.  Moreover,  to  make  a  trial  of  all  kinds  of  ore, 
and  to  distinguish  the  ores  in  agreement  therewith  would  be 
too  troublesome  a  matter,  and  attended  with  great  difficulties. 

In  consideration  of  all  this,  and  of  more  that  might  be 
discussed  at  length  on  this  matter,  the  Board  of  Mines  and 
the  mine-owners  of  the  district  resolve,  in  conclusion,  that  if 
Assessor  Swedenborg  is  confident  that  he  can  accomplish  what 
he  has  promised,  the  mine-owners  are  very  willing  that  the 
desired  trials  should  be  instituted;  and  that  if  it  be  made 
evident  that  his  process  is  better  than  that  which  is  usually 
followed,  and  that  it  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  can  be  in- 
troduced into  the  whole  mining  district  without  inconvenience 
and  great  expense,  they  are  quite  willing  to  honour  and 
recompense  the  Assessor  for  his  invention,  according  as  it  be 
found  useful;  but  that  they  should,  amid  so  many  difficulties 
and  contingencies,  and  upon  the  result  of  a  few  trials,  bind 
themselves  before-hand  to  give  up  every  eleventh  skeppund, 
this  both  Your  Excellency,  and  the  Honourable  Royal  College, 
and  also  Assessor  Swedenborg  himself,  will  find  to  be  a  claim  of 
a  nature  to  which  the  mine-owners  on  their  part  cannot  accede. 

We  remain,  with  all  due  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  and  the  Honourable  Royal  College's 

most  obedient  servants, 
And.  Swab.^^  Johan  Holenius.  Geehaedt  J.  Sam.  Koestnek. 
Jacob  Iwaesson.  Johan  Naasman.  Olof  Jonsson.  Philip 
Teotzig.  Joh.  Plantin.  E.  S.  Sjobeeg.  Wallensson.  Samuel 
KoESNEE  Je.  Hans  Jansson.  Johan  Castoe.  Iewae  Danielsson. 
Johan  Naasman.  Jansson.  Simon  Funk.  Olof  Pjbesson 
with  several  other  illegible  names. 

At  the  Mine,  November  10,  1722. 
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[On  the  reception  of  this  report,  it  was  communicated  by 
the  College  of  Mines  to  Emanuel  Swedenborg;  and  his 
strictures  upon  it,  which  are  contained  in  the  following  docu- 
ment addressed  to  the  College  of  Mines,  were  considered  by 
that  body  on  December  13.] 


DOCUMENT  152. 
SWEDENBORG'S  REPLY.* 

High  well-born  Count  and  President, 

In  obedience  to  the  order  given  by  Your  Ex- 
cellency and  the  Honourable  Royal  College  of  Mines,  the 
Board  of  Mines  of  the  Great  Copper  Mountain  have  given 
their  humble  opinion  respecting  a  trial  which  I  intend  to 
make,  to  prove  that  the  yield  of  copper  in  Sweden  may  be 
increased  10  per  cent  above  that  which  is  obtained  by  the 
usual  process,  when  all  that  belongs  to  the  nature  of  fire,  the 
blast,  furnaces,  and  the  ores  themselves,  is  properly  considered; 
and  inasmuch  as  the  above-mentioned  Board  of  Mines  are 
pleased,  on  the  one  hand,  to  doubt,  and  on  the  other,  to 
pronounce  incorrect  those  postulates  which  1  deemed  necessary 
to  institute  a  fair  and  just  trial,  and  to  arrive  at  perfect 
certainty ;  therefore  I  humbly  submit  to  Your  Excellency 
the  following,  by  way  of  explanation: 

1.  The  Board  of  Mines,  in  the  first  place,  express  their 
unquaUfied  general  opinion  as  to  the  impolicy  of  changing 
the  customary  processes  of  smelting,  which  have  been 
elaborated  during  many  centuries,  and  have  thus  acquired 
authority,  mentioning  the  names  of  all  those  who  have  boldly 
attempted,  unsuccessfully,  to  effect  any  change  in  them, 
and  stating  at  the  same  time  the  distaste  and  objection  the 
mine-owners  around  Fahlun  have  acquired  to  the  so-called 
new-fangled  miners.    But  in  reply  to  this  it  is  to  be  observed 

*  Preserved  in  the  College  of  INIines  among  the  Bref  och  Suppliquer 
for  1722,  No.  154. 
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that  I  have  no  intention  whatever  to  change  that  process 
which  experience  has  so  long  heen  elaborating,  and  upon 
which,  it  has  ultimately  settled — as  has  been  attempted  by 
some  foreigners,  who  were  necessarily  unsuccessful,  because 
they  did  not  base  their  experiments  upon  the  fundamental 
laws  and  customs  of  the  usual  process,  as  those  best  adapted 
to  the  nature  and  kind  of  ore :  my  only  object  having 
been,  by  a  more  careful  study  of  the  nature  of  fire,  of 
the  blast,  the  furnaces,  and  the  ore,  to  save  that  portion  of 
the  copper  which  usually  passes  off  with  the  smoke  and  in 
the  scoria;  and  at  the  same  time  to  furnish  thereby  more 
reliable  rules,  than  those  heretofore  known.  Moreover,  to 
remove  all  just  cause  for  the  manifestation  of  symptoms  of 
distaste  and  objection,  I  did  not  wish  to  shield  myself  from 
responsibility,  in  case  any  misfortune  or  loss  might  happen; 
for  the  same  reason  also  I  desired  to  receive  from  the  public 
the  increase  in  the  production  of  copper  for  the  first  year, 
without  becoming  in  any  sense  a  burden  to  the  mining  district 
of  Fahlun. 

2.  With  regard  to  the  second  point,  the  Board  of  Mines 
offer  as  a  proof  of  their  argument,  that  if  the  most  suitable 
place  and  the  smelters  were  left  to  he  selected  by  me  in 
instituting  my  trial,  that,  should  it  prove  successful,  the  in- 
crease in  the  yield  could  not  be  computed  for  all  the  mine- 
owners  in  proportion,  as  some  have  not  the  advantage  of 
a  suitable  place  and  able  smelters:  but  my  reply  is,  that 
I  reserved  for  myself  this  selection,  so  that  no  unfit  work- 
men, and  no  unsuitable  place,  might  be  offered  to,  or  forced 
upon,  me.  For  with  regard  to  the  workmen,  I  cannot 
with  any  show  of  justice  be  compelled,  and  it  is  even  an 
impossibility,  to  accommodate  myself  to  the  comprehension 
and  capacity  of  every  one,  or  to  provide  them  all  with  the 
same  degree  of  understanding,  or  finally  to  let  the  computa- 
tion of  my  compensation  depend  upon  their  inclination,  their 
will,  and  their  capacity.  On  the  contrary,  I  hold  that  I  have 
fulfilled  my  duty  after  having  placed  before  their  eyes  the 
thing  desired,  and  after  having  instructed  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  ablest  among  them. 

That   there   is   a  great  difference  in  the  situation  of  the 
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copper-works,  is  a  matter  well  known  to  myself,  and  still 
more  so  to  Your  Excellency;  but  as  the  Board  of  Mines  luive 
the  same  Jibei-ty  of  selecting  as  I  have,  there  is  no  inequality 
in  this  respect.  If  they  choose  to  give  me  an  imsuitable  place, 
and  if  they  reserve  a  similar  one  for  themselves,  then  it 
amounts  to  the  same,  as  the  increase  in  the  yield  docs  not 
depend  upon  the  excellency  of  the  place,  but  upon  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  process.  Moreover,  what  those  who  occupy 
unsuitable  positions  for  their  works  lose,  I  do  not  undertake 
to  make  up  for  them,  but  I  simply  propose  to  procure  for 
them  an  increase  of  10  per  cent  above  that  which  the  owner 
obtains  in  the  same  place  by  the  usual  process. 

Besides,  the  Board  of  Mines  do  not  seem  to  have  been 
called  upon  to  make  so  very  close  a  cumputation  of  the 
royalty  to  be  paid,  as  this  was  not  demanded  of  the  mine- 
owner,  nor  was  it  asked  for  many  years,  or  even  for  a  life- 
time. 

3.  That  two  good  men  should  in  turns  be  constantly 
present  at  the  trial,  is  for  the  purpose  of  removing  suspicion, 
and  is  very  much  needed;  also  the  plcdsing  of  these  good 
men  with  an  oath,  as  well  as  all  the  others  who  are  present 
at  the  trial.  That  also  is  necessary  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  fifth  paragraph,  which  is  that  the  trial  should  be  made  ac- 
cording to  the  usual  process. 

4.  But  if  the  Board  of  Mines  insist  on  the  fourth  point, 
that  the  trials  should  take  place'  on  both  sides  at  the  same 
time,  there  is  room  given  for  suspicion,  since  no  one  can  be  in 
two  places  at  the  same  time,  nor  bear  witness  that  everything 
took  place  fairly.  Moreover,  this  would  be  a  means  of  placing 
the  trials  on  an  insecure  foundation,  as  an  opportunity  is 
given  on  both  sides  of  changing  the  original  designs,  and 
bringing  all  into  confusion  and  dispute.  I  beg,  therefore, 
most  humbly  that  the  Board  of  Mines  be  instructed  to  make 
their  trial  first,  and  declare  the  same  to  be  satisfactory,  before 
I  go  to  work  with  the  counter- trial. 

5.  I  also  beg,  that  before  the  trials  are  commenced,  an 
agreement  should  be  arrived  at  respecting  the  basis,  on  which 
the  royalty  will  be  computed. 

6.  It    is    no    matter    of    doubt    ^\hy    I    insist    that    the 
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trial  be  made  with  about  10  skeppund  or  more,  so  that  no 
objection  may  be  taken  to  the  computation  of  the  royalty,  on 
the  ground  that  the  trial  was  made  on  too  small  a  scale.  It 
would,  however,  be  a  great  matter  of  doubt  for  me  to  consent 
to  have  the  trial  made  on  a  smaller  scale,  on  account  of 
reasons  which  I  do  not  wish  to  state  here,  and  also  for 
this  reason,  that  one  must  unavoidably  lose  in  a  furnace  which 
is  entirely  cold,  and  where  only  from  3  to  4  skeppund  are 
worked  up;  and  this  loss  is  not  only  in  time,  but  also  in 
coal  and  in  copper;  a  loss  not  so  sensibly  experienced 
in  a  trial  on  a  larger  scale.  I  will  explain  this  by  a  more 
convincing  example.  In  iron  furnaces  the  owner  loses  con- 
siderably in  coal  and  also  in  iron  during  the  first  eight  to 
fourteen  days,  likewise  in  time;  since  only  one  half  or  one 
third  is  obtained  during  that  time.  But  as  it  is  reported  by 
the  Board  of  Mines,  that  the  mine-owners,  for  the  most  part, 
consist  of  such  persons  as  can  at  the  utmost  work  up  from 
four  to  five  skeppund,  and  many  much  less,  and  as  they 
undeniably  lose  both  in  time  and  in  coal,  this  ought  to  be 
remedied,  by  several  smelting  together  from  ten  to  fifteen 
skeppund.  Now,  as  a  loss  is  sure  to  accrue  from  small  trials, 
and  as,  consequently,  the  certainty  which  may  justly  be 
demanded  from  trials  is  not  obtained,  therefore  the  basis  on 
which  my  royalty  is  to  be  computed  is  not  summarily  false,  as 
has  been  alleged,  but  the  mine-owners  themselves  are  the  cause 
of  it,  since  they  are  opposed  to  an  increased  yield  and 
wilfully  cause  a  loss  to  themselves. 

7.  With  regard  to  the  conclusion  at  which  the  Board  of 
Mines  have  arrived  in  respect  to  the  institution  of  the  trial, 
and  the  computation  of  the  royalty,  I  leave  it  to  Your  Ex- 
cellency's consideration,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  Board  of 
Mines,  how  far  a  trial  can  be  instituted  under  a  mere  promise, 
when  so  many  difficulties  are  brought  forward  beforehand 
about  the  settlement  of  the  basis  for  the  computation  of  the 
royalty;  all  of  which,  as  well  as  one's  reputation,  would  have 
to  be  risked  in  the  safest  case  and  the  most  successful  issue, 
whenever  the  examination  thereof  is  left  to  the  judgment  of 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  whole  matter. 

8.  The  Board  of  Mines  consider  it  to  be  vain  to  regulate 
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all  copper-works  after  some  trials  have  been  made,  and  they 
are  pleased  to  compare  this  to  a  physician  who  has  succeeded 
in  curing  some  patients  one  after  another,  etc.  But  it  must 
be  well  known  to  the  Board  of  Mines  that  a  certain  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  and  contents  of  an  ore  is  obtained  after 
an  analyzer  of  ores  has  done  his  work,  and  still  more  when 
this  has  been  done  on  a  large  scale;  whence  it  follows  that 
this  comparison  cannot  show  us  anything  more,  than  that  the 
processes  which  are  in  use  at  Fahlun  are  more  uncertain 
than  anywhere  else,  and  that  in  several  particulars  they 
require  improvement  and  remedy. 

Now,  as  the  Board  of  Mines,  for  their  own  benefit,  as 
well  as  for  that  of  the  public  generally,  will  without  doubt 
promote  so  important  and  useful  a  work,  I  so  much  the  less 
doubt  their  desire  to  do  so,  as  on  all  previous  occasions, 
even  when  foreigners  have  offered  their  services  to  them,  they 
have  manifested  an  interest  in  them;  and  this  so  much  the 
more  as  their  own  interests  are  deeply  concerned  in  it. 
Offering  herewith  my  humblest  thanks  to  Your  Excellency  for 
having  deigned  to  favour  my  proposition  hitherto,  and  as  such 
a  matter  cannot  be  promoted  by  the  writing  of  letters,  but 
simply  by  results  produced,  I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  that 
Your  Excellency  will  continue  your  favour  in  the  future.  I 
remain,  with  all  due  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
Eman.  Swedenborg. 

Stockholm,  December  7,  1722. 

[It  does  not  appear  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  College 
of  Mines  that  the  trial  here  spoken  of  was  ever  made. 
It  is  doubtful.  A  full  description  of  the  improved  processes 
of  gaining  copper  was  given  by  Swedenborg  in  Vol.  Ill  of 
his  great  work,  ''Opera  Fliilosopldca  et  Mineralia"  which  was 
published  at  Leij)zig  in  1734.] 
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SWEDENBORG'S  ENTRANCE  INTO  THE 
COLLEGE* 

April  1,  1723. 

The  petition  sent  in  by  Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg  on 
February  12  was  read,  to  which  was  added  the  decree  of 
His  Majesty,  King  Charles  XII,  with  his  letter  to  the  Royal 
College,  by  which  Swedenborg  received  the  appointment  of  an 
extraordinary  Assessor  in  this  College.  The  Assessor  reported 
that  he  was  prevented  from  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  said 
appointment  on  account  of  his  journeys  in  Sweden  and  abroad; 
and  as  his  only  object  has  been  to  perfect  himself  in  those 
branches  which  concern  the  economy  of  mines,  which  he  could 
not  have  done  while  attending  the  sessions  of  the  Royal 
College  here  in  town,  he  considers  it  his  first  duty  to  await 
an  expression  of  the  Royal  College,  as  to  whether  there  is 
any  obstacle  to  his  re-entrance. 

Another  petition  sent  in  on  the  20th  of  last  month  was 
also  read,  in  which  Assessor  Swedenborg  begs  the  Royal 
College  to  arrive  at  some  result  with  regard  to  his  right  of 
sitting  and  voting  in  the  Royal  College. 

As  the  Royal  College  had  summoned  Assessor  Sweden- 
borg's  attendance  that  he  might  express  himself  more  fully 
on  this  subject,  and  as  he  was  then  present,  he  was  called. 
The  President  stated,  that  the  College  had  had  his  petitions  read 
to  them  respecting  his  vote  and  seat  in  the  Royal  College, 
and  had  found  it  necessary  to  hear  from  him,  whether  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  grant  precedence  to  Assessors  Bergen- 
stierna^^^  and  Bromell,  ^^  f  so  that  no  disputes  might  arise 
on  this  subject. 

*  Extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  the  College  of  Mines  for  the  year  1723. 

•j-  Both  these  gentlemen  had  received  their  appointments  as  Assessors  in 
1720;  but  Bergenstiema  had  been  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Mines 
from  1713. 
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Councillor  of  Mines  Cederstedt.^^^ — The  action  of  the  Royal 
College  is  based  on  a  statement  of  Judge  Cederholm,*  who 
had  been  before  them,  and  who  had  deposed  that  Assessor 
Swedenl)org  had  stated  to  him,  that  inasmuch  as  Assessor 
Bromell,^^  whose  appointment  as  professor  antedated  Sweden- 
borg's,  liad  yielded  precedence  to  Assessor  Bergenstierna;^^^  so 
also  Assessor  Swedenborg,  in  consideration  of  Assessor  Bromell's 
appointment,  would  not  claim  precedence  of  Assessors  Bergen- 
stierna  and  Bromell,  but  would  acknowledge  their  seniority. 

Assessor  Swedenborg. — It  is  also  my  opinion,  and  I  agree 
to  this,  Mr.  President. 

There  only  remains  a  question  therefore  between  Assessor 
Swedenborg  and  his  brother-in-law  Assessor  Benzelstjerna,^ 
which  of  the  two  should  have  precedence.  Assessor  Sweden- 
borg was  asked  whether  he  might  not  arrange  this  with  his 
brother-in-law;  for  if  they  would  confer  with  one  another  they 
might  so  settle  the  matter,  that  no  dispute  could  arise  bet- 
ween them. 

Assessor  Swedenborg. — I  am  willing  to  talk  with  my  brother- 
in-law  on  the  subject,  and  am  quite  willing  to  make  an 
arrangement  with  him. 

April  3rd. 
Swedenborg  was  present  at  the  College  of  Mines. 

April  nth. 
As  it  was  reported  that  Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg 
was  in  the  ante-room  for  the  purpose  of  stating  to  what  extent 
he  had  come  to  an  agreement  with  Assessor  Benzelstjerna 
respecting  the  seat  in  the  Royal  College,  he  was  therefore 
called  in,  when  the  result  of  the  last  conference  on  the  1st  inst. 
was  stated  by  the  President,  according  to  wliich  Assessor 
Swedenborg  was  willing  to  grant  precedence  to  Assessors 
Bergenstierna  and  Bromell,  and  also  expressed  his  willingness 
to  make  an  arrangement  with  Assessor  Benzelstjerna  on  the 
subject  of  seniority.     The   President   said    the    College    was 

*  Bemhard  Cederholm,  in  1718  Lagman  or  Judp^e  in  "Wadstena  Ian;  in 
1741  he  became  President  of  the  the  Court  of  Apjjcals  (Gotha  Hofrdtt)  at 
Joiikoping. 
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now  prepared  to  bear  what  arrangement  Assessor  Swedenborg 
bad  made  with  his  brother-in-law. 

Assessor  Swedenborg. — I  have  conferred  with  my  brother-in- 
law  Assessor  Benzelstjerna,  and  as  he  has  an  appointment  as 
ordinary  Assessor,  and  is  consequently  obhged  to  be  always 
present  at  the  session  of  the  Royal  College;  and  as  I,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  only  an  appointment  as  extraordinary 
Assessor,  and  have  therefore  the  liberty  of  being  present 
at  my  good  pleasure,  or  not,  therefore,  in  consideration  of 
this,  I  have  consented  to  sit  below  my  brother-in-law.  Assessor 
Benzelstjerna;  with  this  reservation,  however,  that  if  at  any 
future  time  a  change  should  occur,  and  any  one  should  be 
appointed  ordinary  Assessor  in  this  Royal  College,  my  present 
declaration  should  not  be  turned  against  me,  and  that  the 
place  which  I  now  occupy,  after  my  brother-in-law  Assessor 
Benzelstjerna,  should  be  preserved  to  me  for  aU  future  times. 

Hereupon  Assessor  Swedenborg  took  his  place  in  the 
board  of  the  Royal  College  immediately  below  Assessor  Lars 
Benzelstjerna. 

These  minutes  were  read  before  Assessor  Swedenborg  on 
the  29th  of  April,  word  for  word,  and  acknowledged  by  him 
to  be  correct. 

*  The  appointment  of  Lars  Benzelstjerna  as  Assessor  in  the  College  of 
Mines,  dates  from  the  year  1722. 
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A. 

Swedenborg  was  present  at  the  College:     April  13,  20,  23, 

25,  29;  May,  2,  3,  4,  6,  7,  10,  13. 

May  24. 

During  Swedenborg's  absence  from  the  College  a  memo- 
rial-j-  was  discussed  at  length  which  he  had  read  before 
the  Swedish  Diet  (Riksens  Stcinder),  and  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  the  College  of  Mines.  In  this  memorial  Sweden- 
borg endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  Diet  to  abolish  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  noble  and  ignoble  metals,  by  which 
copper  mining  and  the  interests  of  copper  were  protected  at  the 
expense  of  the  iron  interest. 

The  College  opposed  a  change  in  the  existing  laws,  and 
instructed  Assessor  Bergenstierna^-''  to  oppose  the  measure 
orally  in  the  House  of  Nobles. 

B. 

Swedenborg  was  present  at  the  College:  May  27,  30;  June  15, 

20,  21,  22,  23,  27,  28. 

From  July  1  to  9  he  was  absent  on  account  of  business 
connected  with  the  Swedish  Diet. 

He  was  again  present  at  the  College:  July  9,  10,  11,  13, 
1.5,   17,  18,  22,  24,  26,  29;  August  3,  5,  7,  10,  12,  14,   15,   10, 

21,  26,  29,  31;  September  5,  9,  11,  12,  14. 

^'  Sept.  18. 

A  letter  addressed  by  Swedenborg  to  the  Royal  College 
was  read,  in  which  he  protests  against  the  granting  of  a  privi- 
lege or  a  patent  by  the  College  to  Col.  Wollan  for  the  manu- 
facture of  steel.  This  letter,  which  is  dated  Sept.  16,  1723, 
is  as  follows: 

*  Extracted  from  tho  Minutes  of  the  College  of  Mines  for  the  year  1723. 
•{•  Thifl  memorial  is  our  Document  169. 
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SWEDENBOEO  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES.* 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  to  the 

Honourable  Councillors  and  Assessors  of  Mines, 

Inasmuch  as  Col.  Wollan  obtains  a  privilege 
for  a  new  process  of  making  steel  in  Sweden,  and  as  I  have 
during  my  stay  abroad  collected  information  from  Vienna 
concerning  a  process,  by  means  of  which  steel  may  be  pro- 
duced of  such  excellence  as  may  be  desired,  and  according  to 
which  it  may  be  made  better  and  harder,  if  more  time  is 
allowed  for  it,  and  at  a  lower  price,  than  by  following  the 
usual  methods,  I  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  reserving  the 
right  of  trying  and  testing  this  process,  and  if  found  serviceable 
of  making  use  of  it,  leave  in  the  hands  of  Your  Excellency 
the  President,  a  copy  of  this  process,  before  the  privilege  is 
granted  to  Col.  Wollan,  and  request  most  humbly  an  entry 
on  the  Minutes  on  this  subject. 

I   remain,   most  respectfully.   Your  Excellency's    and   the 
Honourable  Royal  College's 

Most  humble  servant, 

Em.  Swedenborg. 
Stockholm,  September  16,  1723. 

Swedenborg  was  further  present  in  the  College:  Sept.  19, 
30;  October,  2,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  12,  15,  16,  18,  23,  24,  25,  29. 

^'  October  30. 

The  following  letter  was  read,  in  which  Swedenborg  applied  for 
leave  of  absence,  to  attend  to  some  private  affairs  in  the  country: 

SWEDENBORG  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES.f 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the 

Honourable  Councillors  and  Assessors  of  Mines, 

Inasmuch  as  I  have  been  obliged  during  the 
session  of  the  last  Diet,  ever  since  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year,    to   remain   constantly  in  Stockholm,  and  as  I 

*  Preserved  among  the  letters  (Bref  ocli  Suppliquer)  addressed  to  the 
College  in  1723,  p.  220. 

f  Preserved  among  the  letters  (Bref  och  Suppliquer)  addressed  to  the 
College  in  1723,  p.  354. 
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have  neglected  thereby  some  of  my  privntc  affairs;,  I  therefore 
beg  most  humbly  of  Your  Excellency,  and  the  Honourable 
College  of  Mines,  that  you  will  grant  me  leave  of  absence,  to 
look  after  my  little  property  in  the  country. 

Awaiting  your  most  gracious  consent,  I  remain,  most  respect- 
fully,  Youi-  Excellency's  and  the  Honourable  Royal  College's 

Must  humble  servant, 
Em.  Swedenborg. 
Stockholm,  October  29,  1723. 

The  College  acceded  to  Swedenborg's  request,  but  it 
ordered  that,  before  leaving,  he  should  first  report  himself  to 
Hjs  Excellency  the  President. 

[From  the  proceedings  of  the  law-suit  adverted  to  in  our 
Document  132,  it  appears  that  Swedenborg  went  to  the  iron- 
works at  Ax'iiar,  Grestrickland,  of  which  he  owned  one-fifth, 
and  his  aunt  Brita  Behm  four-fifths,  and  that  he  went  to 
erect  there,  at  their  joint  expense,  a  new  furnace,  to  replace 
one  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  Russians,  when  they 
landed  there  in  1721.] 


DOCUMENT  1.55. 
SWEDENBORG'S  LIFE  AT  THE  COLLEGE  IN  1724.* 

A.  ,     ., 

April  28. 

It  was  resolved  by  the  College  of  Mines  to  make  an 
application  to  the  King,  requesting  that,  as  Assessor  BromelF^ 
had  been  appointed  physician  to  His  Majesty  (arcMater)  and 
as  Assessor  Benzelstierna  ^  who  had  hitherto  only  a  hergmaster's 
salary  of  800  dalers  in  silver,  had  succeeded  to  Assessor 
Brom ell's  salary,  Assessor  Benzelstierna's  salary  of  800  dalers 
in  silver  be  given  to  Assessor  Swedenborg,  v/ho  had  hitherto 
laboured  in  the  College  without  salary. 

Swedenborg  was  again  present  at  the  College  on  May  18, 
and  he  was  further  present  on  May  20,  21,  22. 

On  May  23  he  presented  a  letter  on  a  suit  pending  in 
the  College  between  the  iron-works  at  Krabsjo  and  Norgowik. 

*  Extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  the  College  of  IVIines  for  1724. 
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He  was  present:  May  24,  25,  30;  June  1,  3,  4,  6,  8,  9, 
10,  11,  15,  16,  17,  19,  22,  25,  26,  27,  30;  July  1,  3.  4,  6. 

July  6. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  King,  in  which  he  agrees 
to  the  disposition  of  ArcJiiater  Bromell's  salary,  in  giving  it 
to  Assessor  Lars  Benzelstiema,^  but  he  does  not  grant  the 
transfer  of  Benzelstierna's  salary  to  Swedenborg. 

Whereupon  the  following  letter  was  read,  addressed  by 
Swedenborg  to  the  College  of  Mines,  which  had  been  received 
on  June  14,  and  in  which  he  thanks  the  members  of  the 
College  for  the  interest  which  they  have  shown  in  his  behalf. 


SWEDENBORG  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES* 

To  His  Excellency  the  Count  and  President, 

and  to  the  Honourable  Councillors  and  Assessors  of  Mines, 
I  herewith  offer  my  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Excellency,  and  the  Honourable  Royal  College,  for  the  high 
favour  which  you  have  showed  to  me,  in  kindly  proposing  me 
to  His  Majesty  for  the  salary  which  has  been  made  vacant 
by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  BromelF^  as  physician  in  chief.  I  de- 
sire also  to  state  to  you  that  I  recognize  with  deep  re- 
spect the  high  favour  you  have  shown  me;  and  I  most  humbly 
beg  of  Your  Excellency  and  the  Most  Honourable  College,  in 
consideration  of  my  having  now  for  eight  years  served  in  the 
Royal  College  as  an  extraordinary  Assessor  without  salary, 
upon  the  warrant  which  was  most  graciously  granted  to  me 
by  the  late  King  Charles  XII,  and  having  made  during 
that  time  a  journey  to  the  mines  abroad,  and  having  expended 
my  time  upon  what  I  thought  would  be  of  service  to  Your 
Excellency  and  the  Royal  College,  that  you  would  also 
henceforth  be  so  gracious  as  to  continue  the  favour  you  have 
already  shown  towards  me.  The  favour  of  Your  Excellency, 
and  of  the  Honourable  Royal  College  is  the  only  thing  I 
build  upon  on   such  an  occasion;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 

*  Preserved  among  the  letters  (Bre/  och  Suppliquer),  addressed  to  the 
College  in  1724,  p.  88. 
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shall   with   deep   respect   never   cease   to   remain,   Your  Ex- 
cellency's, and  the  Most  Honourable  Royal  College's 

Most  humble  servant, 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  June  16,  1724. 

Swedenborg  present  at  the  College:  July  7,  8,  9,  11,  13, 
14,  15.     Recess  until  September  8. 

[Until  Aug.  18,  Swedenborg  seems  to  have  been  at  Axmar 
in  Gestrickland,  where  he  was  looking  after  his  share  in  the 
iron-works  at  that  place.  On  his  return  to  Stockholm  he 
prepared  to  set  out  on  an  inspecting  tour,  and  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  the  President  of  the  College  of  Mines,  the 
original  of  which  is  in  the  Royal  Library  in  Stockholm:] 

C. 

SWEDENBORO  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES. 

Most  honourable  Baron  and  Governor, 

Upon  arriving  in  town  a  few  days  ago,  Secretary 
ColUng  informed  me,  that  he  had  directed  a  letter  for  me  to 
Gefie,  which  was  enclosed  in  one  addressed  to  Bellander,  the 
Master  of  Mines,  and  which  he  supposes  to  have  been  from 
your  Honour.  As  this  letter  has  not  yet  been  received,  and 
as  I  doubt  whether  it  will  be  sent  back  to  me  from  Gefle 
within  a  fortnight,  as  the  Master  of  Mines,  to  whom  it  was 
addressed  is  absent  upon  a  commission  in  Helsingland,  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Honour  of  this,  and  to  beg 
you  in  all  deference  to  renew  your  instructions,  in  case  your 
letter  contained  any,  before  I,  in  obedience  to  your  notification 
about  time  and  i)lace,  enter  upon  my  journey. 

Li  case  your  Honour  has  not  yet  engaged  permanently  a 
secretary  for  the  commission,  I  would  venture  to  propose  for 
this  post  an  ausciiltant,  by  the  name  of  Andreas  Thunberg, 
who  has  occasionally  acted  as  secretary  in  the  Royal  College 
of  Mines,  and  who  has  had  opportunity  thereby  of  acquiring 
practice,  and  also  of  showing  his  ability.  He  is  at  present 
at  Phihpstad,  and  he  might  be  reached  through  Ekman,  the 
Master  of  Mines,  in  that  town,  through  whom  your  Honour 
could  kindly  communicate  with  him  upon  this  business. 

28 
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Meanwhile  I  remain,  Most  honourable  Baron  and  Governor, 
most  respectfully 

Your  humble  servant, 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  August  18,  1724. 

D. 

Swedenborg  was  absent  on  this  commission  until  Nov.  2,  but 
was  present  again  on  November  2,  3,  4,  5. 

Nov.  9.  There  was  read  the  Royal  Warrant,  dated 
Jidy  15,  1724,  by  which  the  well-born  Assessor  Emanuel 
Swedenborg  was  appointed  an  ordinary  Assessor  in  the  Royal 
College,  with  a  salary  of  800  dalers  in  silver. 

Swedenborg  was  present:  November  6,  7. 

On  Nov.  9  he  handed  in  to  the  College  of  Mines  a  com- 
plaint against  his  aunt  Brita  Behm,^°  who  was  joint  owner 
with  himself  of  the  iron-works  at  Axmar,  and  who  sought  to 
deprive  him  of  the  privilege  of  smelting  in  common  with  her 
at  the  furnace. 

Present:  November  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21, 
23,  24,  26,  27,  28;  December,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  10,  12,  15, 
16,  17,  18,  22,  23,  24,  29,  30,  31. 
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Swedenborg  present  at  the  College:  January  4,  7,  8,  9,  11, 
12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  26,  27,  28,  29; 
February  1,  4. 

Feb.  4,  §.  8.  After  Assessor  Swedenborg  rose  from  the 
board  and  left  the  room,  the  memorial  was  read  which  he 
handed  in  on  November  9th  of  last  year,  and  in  which  he  com- 
plained of  the  agent  of  Madam  Brita  Behm^"  at  the  iron- 
works of  Axmar. 

[An  account  of  tliis  difficulty  and  a  summary  of  the  pro- 
ceedings before  the  College  of  Mines  is  given  in  Document  129, 
Section  IV,  to  which  we  refer  our  readers.] 

*  Extracted  from  the  Sliuutes  of  the  College  of  Mines  for  1725. 
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Swedenborg  present  again  at  the  College :  Feb.  5, 8, 9, 12, 1 3, 1 5. 

Feb.  15.  §.  9.  Assessor  Swedenborg  stated  in  a  report, 
that  he  had  examined  all  the  machines  and  models  belonging 
to  the  College  of  Mines,  and  he  desires  an  appropriation  of 
50  dalers  in  silver,  in  order  to  repair  them.  The  appropria- 
tion was  passed. 

§.  10.  In  another  memorial,  Swedenborg  asks  whether  it 
would  not  be  useful  to  import  from  England  an  air-pump, 
which  might  be  done  for  1000  dalers  in  copper.  He  also 
asks  the  College  to  have  models  taken  of  the  machines  used 
in  raising  the  ore  from  the  mines.  Resolved,  to  see  what 
appropriation  can  be  made  for  this  purpose  from  the  funds 
of  the  mechanical  laboratory. 

§.  11.  Another  memorial  from  Sw^edenborg  was  read,  in 
which  he  proposed  that  a  hoisting-machine,  invented  by 
Polhem,  should  be  removed  to  the  college,  and  placed  in  the 
same  room  with  the  other  machines. 

Swedenborg  present:  Feb.  16,  17. 

Feb.  17.  Resolved  that  Assessor  Sw^edenborg  be  instructed 
to  order  an  air-pump  from  England  for  the  use  of  the  College. 

Swedenborg  present:  Feb.  18,  19,  20,  22,  23,  25. 

Feb.  25.  The  case  of  E.  Sw^edenborg  v.  Brita  Behm^" 
was  again  taken  up. 

Swedenborg  present:  Feb.  26,  27. 

Feb.  27.  The  case  of  E.  Swedenborg  v.  Brita  Behm^" 
was  continued. 

March  1.  This  case  was  concluded  before  the  College  of 
Mines. 

Swedenborg  present  at  the  College :  March  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  8, 
9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  15,  16,  18,  19,  22,  23,  24,  25,  27;  April  ],  2, 
3,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  19,  20,  21,  22, 
24,  26,  27,  28,  29,  30;  May  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14, 
15,  25,  26,  27. 

May  27.  A  memorial  by  Swedenborg  was  read,  in  which 
he  proposes  that  a  letter  be  addressed  to  the  king,  asking 
him  to  grant  that  the  air-pump  be  allowed  to  enter  Stockholm 
free  of  duty.     Resolution  passed. 

Swedenborg  present:  May  28,  29,  31. 

May    31.      It    was    resolved    that    Assessor    Swedenborg 

28* 
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be  appointed  on  the  commission  superintending  the  iron-forges 
outside  the  mining  districts,  instead  of  Assessor  Bergenstierna/^^ 
who  is  prevented  by  illness. 

Swedenborg  present :  June  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  12, 
(absent  14,)  21,  22,  23,  25,  26,  28,  30. 

July  1.  An  appropriation  of  200  dalers  in  silver  was 
made  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  commission  on  iron-works, 
on  which  Swedenborg  had  been  engaged  with  Assessor 
Bergenstierna. 

Swedenborg  present:  July  3,  5,  6,  7,  8,  10,  12,  13,  14,  16. 

Assessors  Bergenstierna,  ^^^  Benzelstierna,^  and  Sweden- 
borg were  absent  until  October  29,  on  certain  duties  in  the 
mining  districts. 

Swedenborg  present  again:  October  29,  30;  November  2, 
3,  4,  5,  6,  9,  10,  12,  13,  15,  17,  19,  22,  23,  24,  (on  the  25th 
Assessors  Benzelstierna  and  E.  Swedenborg  absent  on  certain 
commissions  and  deputations),  26,  27,  December  2,  3,  4. 

Dec.  4.  An  account  was  handed  in  of  the  expenses  of 
the  commission  in  Wermeland  and  Philipstad  for  the  exami- 
nation of  some  iron  and  copper  works;  the  commission  con- 
sisting of  Assessors  Bergenstierna  and  Swedenborg,  and  Aus- 
cultant  Bergenstierna.  The  accounts  were  approved  and 
passed. 

Swedenborg  present:  December  6,  7,  8,  9. 

Dec.  9.  Resolution  passed  to  pay  to  each  of  the  Assessors, 
203  dalers. 

Swedenborg  present:  Dec.  10,  (on  the  lltli  absent  on  busi- 
ness with  custom-house,)  13,  15,  16,  18,  20,  21,  (on  the  22th 
Swedenborg  and  two  other  Assessors  meet  the  Royal  College 
in  the  House  of  Nobles  in  order  to  confer  on  custom-house 
affairs,)  23,  24. 


DOCUMENT  157. 
SWEDEKBORG'S  LIFE  AT  THE  COLLEGE  IN  1726  * 

Jan.  18,  19.  Assessors  Benzelstierna  and  Swedenborg  have 
not  yet  returned,  the  former  of  them  being  indisposed. 

Swedenborg   present   again   at    the   College :    January   28, 

29,  31;  February  1,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  14,  15,  16,  17, 
18,  19,  21,  22,  23,  24,  26,  28;  March  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9, 
10,   11,    12,  14,  15,  16,  17.  18,  19,  21,  22,  23,  24,  26,  28,  29, 

30,  31;  April  2,  4.  5,  6,  7,  9,  14,  15,  16,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  25. 
April  25.    The  Secretary  reported,  that  the  correspondence 

between  Assessors  Bergenstierna,  Benzelstierna,  and  Sweden- 
borg about  precedence  in  the  Royal  College  had  been  received. 
Resolved,  to  wait  until  Cederstedt,  the  Councillor  of  Mines,  return. 

Swedenborg  present:  April  27,  28;  May  2,  3,  4,  5. 

May  4  and  5.  A  correspondence  between  Assessors  Bergen- 
stierna, Benzelstierna,  and  Swedenborg  on  the  one  hand,  and 
Assessor  Swab^^  on  the  other,  in  which  the  latter  claims  pre- 
cedence of  the  former,  was  read  and  discussed. 

Swedenborg  present:  May  7,  9,  10,  12,  13,  14,  16,  17, 
20,  21,  26,  27,  28. 

June  3.  An  application  was  made  to  the  commission  con- 
sisting of  Assessors  Benzelstierna  and  Swedenborg  to  ad- 
just difficulties  between  the  iron  and  copper  works  which  they 
visited  last  year. 

Swedenborg  present:  June  6,  7,  8,  10,  11,  13,  14,  15,  16, 
18,  20,  21,  22,  23,  25,  27,  28,  30;  July  1,  4,  5,  6,  8. 

July  8.  An  appropriation  was  made  in  order  to  enable 
Assessors  Bergenstierna^^^  and  Swedenborg  to  proceed  to 
Wermeland  again,  to  adjust  the  difficulties  there. 

Swedenborg  present:  July  9,  11. 

July  12.  Assessors  Bergenstierna  and  Swedenborg  take 
their  leave  of  the  College,  and  are  away  until  August  31. 

Swedenborg  present  again:  Sept.  1,  2,  3,  5,  6,  (from  the  7th 
to  10th,  the  members   of  the   College  went  to   the   House  of 

*  Extracted  from  tlie  Minutes  of  the  College  of  Mines  for  1726. 
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Nobles,  to  transact  business  there,)  13,  (from  the  14th  to 
16th,  the  members  of  the  College  were  again  at  the  House  of 
Nobles,)  17,  19,  26,  28;  October  1,  3,  4,  10,  12,  15,  17,  20, 
21,  31,  (absent  Nov.  2,)  5,  7,  9,  10,  (absent  on  the  11th,)  12, 
14,  (absent  the  17th,)  18,  19,  21,  (absent  on  the  23rd  and 
25th,)  26;  December  1,  2,  (absent  on  the  3rd,)  5,  6,  7,  (absent 
the  9th,)  10,  (absent  the  14th,)  17,  22,  (absent  the  23rd,)  24,  31. 


DOCUMENT  158. 

SWEDENBORG'S  LIFE  AT  THE  COLLEGE 
FROM  1727  TO  1732.* 

A. 

1727.  January,  present  the  whole  month,  except  on  the 
18th;  (absent  from  Jan.  30  to  Feb.  11;)  Febuary,  present  the 
rest  of  the  month,  except  on  the  25th ;  March,  present  the  whole 
month,  except  on  the  8th  and  24th;  April,  present  the  whole 
month,  except  on  the  12th;  May,  present  the  whole  month,  ex- 
cept on  the  19th  and  25th;  June,  present  the  whole  month,  ex- 
cept on  the  6th,  8th,  20th,  23th;  July,  present  the  whole  month. 

Recess  from  July  29  to  September  26. 

September,  present  from  26th  to  30th;  October,  present  the 
whole  month,  except  on  the  7th;  November,  present  the  whole 
month;   December,  present  the  whole  month. 

B. 

1 728.  January,  present  the  whole  month ;  February,  pre- 
sent the  whole  month;  March,  present  the  whole  month. 

April,  present  on  the  1st,  (on  the  2nd,  the  College  went  to 
the  House  of  Nobles  to  confer  with  the  other  Colleges,)  (absent 
3,  4,  6,)  8,  (absent  9,  10,)  11,  (absent  12,  13,  15,  16,)  17,  (absent 
18,  20,  25,)  27,  (absent  29,  30;)  May,  (absent  2,  3,  4,  6,)  7,  8, 
9,  10,  11,  (absent  13,  14,  15,)  16,  17,  18,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25, 
(absent  27,)  28,  29,  31;  June,  1,  3,  4,  (absent  5,)  6,  7,  (absent 
13,  14,  15),  17,  18,  19  (application  was  made  for  the  expenses  of 
the  commission  on  which  Swedenborg  was  engaged  in  1726,)  20. 

*  Extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Colleore  of  Mines  from  1727  to  1732. 
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Recess  from  June  20  to  October  3. 

October,  present  the  whole  month;  November,  present  the 
whole  month;  December,  present  the  whole  month,  except  on 
the  20th. 

C. 

1729.  January,  present  the  whole  month,  except  on  the 
11th;  February,  present  the  whole  month,  except  on  the  1st; 
March,  present  the  whole  month,  except  on  the  3rd;  April, 
present  the  whole  month,  (on  the  7th,  Count  Bjelke  was  noti- 
ified  that  Assessors  Bergenstierna  and  Swedenborg  would  come 
in  summer,  and  contmue  the  mspection  of  iron  works  around 
Stora  l<opi)ar  herget)\  May,  present  the  whole  month,  except 
on  the  12th;  June,  present  the  whole  month;  July,  present 
the  whole  month.  Recess  from  July  24  to  September  9. 
Swedenborg  absent  on  the  inspection  of  the  iron-forges,  until 
October  27;  October,  present  the  rest  of  the  month;  November, 
present  the  whole  month ;  December,  present  the  whole  month. 

D. 

1730.  January,  present  the  whole  month,  except  on  the  5th; 
February,  present  the  whole  month,  except  on  the  28th;  March, 
present  the  whole  month;  April,  present  the  whole  month;  May, 
present  the  whole  month;  June,  present  to  June  8. 

June  8.  §.  2.  There  was  read  and  put  on  file  a  gracious 
letter  from  the  King,  which  had  arrived  on  June  4,  in  which 
it  is  ordered,  that,  on  account  of  the  promotion  of  Assessor 
LeyeP^  to  the  vacant  councillorship  of  mines,  Assessor  Sweden- 
borg who  had  hitherto  only  a  salary  of  800  dalers  in  silver, 
should  be  promoted  to  the  full  salary  of  an  ordinary  assessor. 

The  purport  of  this  letter  is  as  follows: 

THE  KINO  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES.  * 

Frederic,    by    the   grace    of  God,   King  of  Sweden,   Gothia, 
Wendia,  etc.  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  etc. 

Our  especial  favour  and  gracious  pleasure,  under 
God  Almighty,  to  the  true  men  and  servants,  to  the  President, 
as  well  as  the  Councillors  of  Mines  and  all  the  Assessors.  We 
have  had  graciously  read  before  us  your  humble  proposition,  dated 

♦  Preserved  in  the  College  of  Mines  among  the  Royal  Letters  received 
in  1729,  1730,  p.  248. 
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the  1st  inst.,  respecting  the  successor  to  the  late  Councillor 
of  Commerce,  Anders  Stromer/^^  for  which  you  have  humbly- 
nominated  the  Assessors  Adam  Ley  el,  ^"^  Anders  Swab,^^  and 
Johan  Bergenstierna;^^^  at  the  same  time  submitting  it  to  our 
most  gracious  pleasure  whether  we  would  not  consent  that 
Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  who  has  liitherto  enjoyed  only 
the  salary  of  Master  of  Mines  at  Fahlun,  might  succeed  to 
the  assessor's  salary,  which,  by  our  gracious  assent  to  the 
proposed  successor,  would  become  vacant.  And  as  we  have 
most  graciously  consented  that  a  warrant  should  be  made  out 
for  the  vacant  office  of  a  Councillor  of  Mines  above-mentioned 
in  favour  of  Assessor  Leyel,  we  at  the  same  time  most 
graciously  assent  that  Assessor  Swedenborg  receive  the 
salary  of  an  ordinary  Assessor  after  him,  and  we  herewith 
make  this  most  graciously  known  to  you.     We   commend   you 

graciously  to  God  Almighty. 

Feedeeic. 
Carlberg,  June  4,  1730. 

Swedenborg  present  June  9,  10. 

June  10.  A  letter  was  made  out,  in  which  Assessors 
Bergenstierna^^^  and  Swedenborg  are  instructed,  that  in  the 
ensuing  month  they  are  to  inspect  the  forest  lands  belonging 
to  the  iron-works  around  Fahlun,  and  that  they  are  to  report 
respecting  their  condition,  etc. 

Swedenborg  present  to  June  26. 

June  26.  Preparations  are  made  for  the  commission  on  which 
Assessors  Bergenstierna  and  Swedenborg  are  about  to  depart. 

Swedenborg  present  till  July  16. 

RecesstillSeptemberlO;  Swedenborgabsenttill  September22. 

Swedenborg  present  the  rest  of  September;  October,  present 
the  whole  month ;  November,  present  the  whole  month,  except 
on  the  24th;  December,  present  the  whole  month. 

E. 
1731.  January,  present  the  whole  month,  (On  the  23rd,  the 
members  of  the  College  were  at  the  House  of  Nobles;  Sweden- 
borg absent  from  23  to  30;)  February,  present  the  whole  month, 
except  on  the  13th;  March,  present  to  9th,  (absent  10,  11,)  12, 
(absent  13,)  present  to  19th,  (absent  20,)  22,  23  (absent  24, 
26,  27,  on  business  at  the  House  of  Nobles,)  29,  30. 
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Swedenborg  absent  from  the  College  of  Mines  on  account 
of  illness  (opassUg)  from  March  31  to  May  4. 

Swedenborg  present  the  rest  of  the  month  of  May;  June, 
(absent  on  the  1st,  when  he  went  with  Councillor  LeyeP°'  and 
Assessor  Benzelstierna^  to  the  House  of  Nobles,)  present  the 
rest  of  the  month;  July,  present  frOm  1st  to  12th;  (tlie  com- 
mission of  Assessor  Swedenborg  and  Councillor  of  Mines 
Bergenstierna  is  to  be  continued  this  summer;  they  are  to  ex- 
amine the  iron-works  around  Orebro,)  present  July  28. 

Bergenstierna  and  Swedenborg  absent  till  October  9; 
Swedenborg  present  the  rest  of  the  month ;  November,  present 
the  whole  month;  December,  present  the  whole  month,  excejlt 
on  the  1st  when  he  was  unwell. 

P. 

1732.  January,  Swedenborg'  present  to  6th,  (unwell,  7,  8,) 
present  till  14th,  (15th  on  a  commission),  present  to  24th,  (unwell, 
26th,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month;  February,  present  the  whole 
month,  (on  28th,  Swedenborg  sent  in  his  account  about  the  re- 
pairs of  the  machines;)  March,  present  the  whole  month,  exce])t 
21st,  on  the  commission  on  coinage;  April,  present  till  15th, 
(unwell,  17th,)  present  during  the  rest  of  the  month;  May,  pres- 
ent the  whole  month;  June,  present  till  8th,  (on  the  10th,  As- 
sessor Swedenborg  desires  to  be  excused,)  present  the  rest  of  the 
month;  July,  present  to  26th;  August,  (absent  on  1st  and  8th,) 
present  26,  29;  September,  present  from  6th  to  the  end  of  month; 
October,  present  till  13th,  (unwell,  14th,)  present  16,  17,  (unwell 
from  18th  to  27th  October,)  present  30,  31;  November,  present 
the  whole  month ;  December,  present  the  whole  month. 


DOCUMENT  159. 

SWEDENBORa  APPLIES  FOR  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

m  1733. 

[The  volumes  containing  the  Proceedings  of  the  College  of 
Mines  of  this  year  are  missing;  but  in  the  State  Archives  (RiliS- 
Arkivet),  among  the  acts  of  the  Council  of  State  for  this  year,  there 
was  found  the  following  memorial,  addressed  to  the  King  by 
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the  College  of  Mines,  in  which  they  recommend  him  to  grant 
Emanuel  Swedenborg  leave  of  absence  for  nine  months,  to 
enable  him  to  print  his  "Opera  Fhilosophica  et  Mineralia'''  in 
Dresden.  From  the  same  memorial  it  also  appears,  that  Emanuel 
Swedenborg  had  previously  appHed  to  the  King  himself  for 
leave  of  absence,  and  that  his  application  had  been  referred 
to  the  College  of  Mines.] 

A. 

THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES  TO  HIS  MAJESTY,    THE  EINQ.* 

Most  mighty  and  most  gracious  King. 

As  your  Royal  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  require  a  humble  opinion  of  the  College  respecting 
Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg's  humble  petition,  which  he 
presented  to  Your  Majesty,  and  wherein  he  applies  for  leave 
of  absence  for  nine  months,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to 
Dresden,  there  to  superintend  the  printing  of  a  work  he  has 
written,  in  which,  besides  other  things,  he  treats  of  the  pro- 
cesses of  smelting  and  working  metals  in  the  various  mines 
of  Europe,  with  several  other  matters  connected  with  mining 
and  other  subjects;  the  College  has  nothing  to  observe  with 
regard  to  this  humble  petition  of  Assessor  Swedenborg,  except 
that  it  is  well  known  to  the  College  that  he  has  with  com- 
mendable industry,  perseverance,  and  care,  written  much  per- 
taining to  mining,  which  is  useful  and  which  the  College 
would  very  much  like  to  see  printed.  And  as  the  Assessor's 
presence  at  the  printing-office  abroad  is  necessary,  in  order 
that  his  work  may  be  published  with  greater  accuracy,  the 
College  submits  it  to  your  Royal  Majesty's  consideration, 
whether  the  petition  of  the  above-named  Assessor  ought  not  to 
be  granted.  And  although  by  the  absence  of  the  Assessor  the 
College  will  no  longer  have  its  full  number,  so  as  to  be  able 
to  pronounce  judgment;  still,  in  accordance  with  the  Royal 
Letters,  dated  March  5,  1688,  and  Nov.  12,  1702,  it  will,  in 
all  matters  where  a  judgment  has  to  be  given,  associate  with 
itself  the  Secretary  or  Treasurer  of  the  College,  so  that  none 
of  the  duties  and  requirements  of  the  College  may  be  delayed 

*  This  Document  is  preserved  in  the  State-Archives  (Biks-ArkivetJ,  in 
Stockholm  among  the  Letters  addressed  to  the  King  in  1733. 
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or  neglected,  during  the  short  time  of  the  Assessor's  absence. 
"We  remain,  with  all  the  dutifulness  and  obedience  of  subjects 
to  tlie  hour  of  our  death,  Most  Gracious  King, 
Your  Royal  Majesty's  humble  and  true  servants  and  subjects, 
J.  Bergenstierna.  ^^^  L.  Benzelstierna.®  C.  Ribbing.  ^''^ 
G.  Valerius.  ^26     oi.  Colling. 

Nils  Poeath.^-^ 
Stockholm,  April  14,  1733. 

[This  was  read  in  the  Council  of  State,  April  17,  1733;  and 
it  was  resolved  that  inasmuch  as  Assessor  Swedenborg  can  more 
advantageously  contract  for  the  publication  of  the  above-mentioned 
work  abroad  than  here  in  Sweden,  and  as  it  is  necessary  for  him 
to  be  present  there  to  read  the  proof-sheets,  leave  is  granted 
to  him  for  nine  months,  so  that  he  may  proceed  to  Germany. 

The  Royal  Decree  granting  tliis  leave  follows  herewith:] 

B. 

THE  KINO'S  DECREE.  * 

Frederic,    by    the    grace    of   God,   King    of   Sweden,  Gothia, 
Wendia,  etc.  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  etc. 

Our  especial  favour  and  gracious  pleasure,  under 
God  Almighty,  to  the  true  men  and  servants,  the  President, 
Councillor  of  Mines,  and  Assessors.  "We  have  graciously  had 
read  to  us  your  humble  opinion  concerning  Assessor  Emanuel 
Swedenborg's  petition,  which  he  presented  to  us,  and  wherein 
he  prayed  to  be  allowed  to  go  for  nine  months  to  Dresden, 
to  superintend  the  printing  of  a  work  which  he  has 
written  respecting  the  processes  of  smelting  and  working 
the  metals  in  the  various  mines  of  Europe,  with  several 
other  matters  relating  to  mining,  and  to  other  subjects.  You 
submitted  to  our  gracious  consideration  whether  the  petition 
of  the  above-named  Assessor  ought  not  to  be  granted.  And 
inasmuch  as  we  are  wilhng,  because  of  the  arguments  and 
reasons  advanced  by  you,  to  give  our  approval  and  assent, 
we  therefore  make  this  graciously  known  to  you  herewith. 
We  hereby  commend  you  to  the  grace  of  God  Almighty. 

Frederic. 
The  Council-Chamber,  Stockholm,  April  17,  1733. 

*  From  His  Royal  Majesty's  Letters,  eto.   of  1733  &  1734,   under  tho 
date  of  Ajjril  17,  1733,  in  the  College  of  INFines. 
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SWEDENBORG'S  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  m  1734* 

A. 

A.  Jan.  3.  (Assessor  Swedenborg  absent  on  his  journey 
abroad  to  Saxony.) 

January  26.  §.  1.  There  was  read  a  letter  which  had  ar- 
rived from  Emanuel  Swedenborg  this  day,  dated  Leipzig,  the 
19th  of  the  present  month  of  this  year,  in  which  he  applies  for 
a  few  months'  prolongation  of  the  permission  to  stay  abroad, 
which  had  been  graciously  granted  him  by  the  King,  as 
the  work  he  has  in  the  press  cannot  be  finished  before  the 
coming  Easter,  and  as  in  the  interests  of  that  work  he  desires 
to  make  a  trip  to  Luneburg  and  Cassel,  and  also  promises 
to  return  here  during  the  next  summer. 

Resolved.  As  Assessor  Swedenborg  has  not  yet  finished  the 
work  which  he  has  in  the  press,  aud  as  he,  moreover,  intends 
on  his  return  home  to  make  a  trip  to  Liineburg  and  Cassel, 
the  Royal  College  decree  that  this  desired  prolongation  can- 
not be  denied  him. 

[The  following  is  a  translation  of  said  letter:] 

B. 

SWEDFNBORG  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  3IINES.  f 

Most  well-born  Baron   and   President,   as   well  as  well-born 
and  esteemed  Councillors  of  Mines,  and  Assessors. 

As  at  the  close  of  next  February  the  leave 
graciously  granted  me  by  His  Royal  Majesty  expires,  I  feel 
constrained  in  great  humility  to  ask  the  most  well-born 
President,  and  most  honourable  Royal  College  for  a  prolon- 
gation of  my  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  months;  because  that 
time   will  be  most  important   to   me,   as   I  am  at  last  under 

*  From  the  Minutes  of  the  College  of  Mines  for  1734. 
t  Preserved  in  the  College  of  Mines  among  the   Bref  och   Sttppliquer 
for  1734,  p.  27. 
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way  with  the  press-work,  and  fully  at  work,  and  as  I  am 
assured,  and  find  by  the  preparations  that  have  been  made, 
that  I  shall  have  finished  it  by  the  coming  Easter;  but,  in  order 
to  accomplish  this  in  the  manner  it  ought  to  be  done,  it  is 
indispensable  that  I  should  remain  on  the  spot.  Besides,  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  for  me  to  start  for  home  during 
the  present  or  the  coming  month;  and  the  state  of  my 
health  will  not  permit  me  to  make  so  long  a  journey  as 
would  have  to  be  made  by  Hamburg,  Copenhagen,  and  thence 
onwards,  during  the  winter  season.  If  I  should  obtain  from 
the  well-born  Baron  and  President,  and  the  most  honourable 
College  this  extension  of  my  leave  of  absence,  there  might 
likewise  be  granted  me  the  permission,  for  which  I  pray  with 
the  same  humility,  that  on  account  of  some  private  affairs 
I  might  make  from  here  a  tour  to  Liineburg  and  Cassel;  and 
as  I  shall  require  for  this  purpose  four  or  five  weeks  only, 
I  hope  that  I  may  return  early  in  the  coming  summer,  with 
all  my  work  done,  and  may  be  able  to  pay  my  respects  to 
the  well-born  Baron  and  President,  and  to  the  most  honourable 
Royal  College.  I  remain  with  profound  respect,  most  well- 
born Baron  and  President,  and  most  honourable  Royal  College, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 
Eman.  Swedenborg. 
Leipzig,  January  19,  1734. 

C. 

Swedenborg  present  again  at  the  College,  July  4,  5 
(Councillor  of  Mines  LeyeP"^  and  Assessor  Swedenborg  were 
engaged  in  the  laboratory  of  the  College  of  Mines,  examining 
the  candidates  who  applied  for  the  situation  of  Assay  Master 
at  Sahlberget,)  6,  (Swedenborg  examined  two  candidates  in 
the  art  of  assaying,)  present  till  the  17th,  (on  the  18th  the 
members  of  the  College  called  upon  the  King  at  Carlberg, 
it  being  his  name-day,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month;  August, 
present  to  the  11th,  (on  the  12th  and  13th  the  members  of 
the  College  were  absent  on  business  connected  with  the 
Swedish  Diet,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month;  September, 
present  the  whole  month;  October,  present  the  whole  month, 
(on    31st,    Assessor   Swedenborg   in   the    House    of   Xobles,) 
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November,  (on  6th  and  IStli,  Swedenborg  went  to  the  House  of 
Nobles,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month;  December,  (absent 
7,  11  to  13,  in  the  House  of  Nobles,  on  the  14th  the  sermon 
before  the  Swedish  Diet  was  delivered,)  present  the  rest  of 
the  month. 


DOCUMENT  161. 
SWEDEKBOEG'S  LIFE  AT  THE  COLLEGE  IN  1735.* 

January,  present  the  whole  month;  February,  present  the 
whole  month;  March,  (unwell,  22nd,)  present  the  whole  month; 
April,  present  to  the  19th,  (unwell  from  21st  to  26th,)  present 
the  rest  of  the  month;  May,  present  the  whole  month. 

May  17.  An  order  was  read  instructing  Assessors  Sweden- 
borg and  Valerius, ^^^  to  inspect,  during  the  course  of  the 
summer,  the  whole  of  the  copper-works  at  Fahlun,  and  report 
respecting  the  buildings,  shafts,  etc. 

June,  present  to  5th,  (appropriation  of  money  granted  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  to  Fahlun,  Sahla,  etc. 
during  the  ensuing  summer,)  present  to  the  16th.  On  the 
17th,  Assessors  Benzelstierna, ^  Swedenborg,  and  Yalerius^^^ 
departed  on  their  respective  commissions  to  the  mining 
districts. 

Recess  to  September  3. 

September,  present  the  whole  month  ;  October,  (absent 
on  the  Srd,)  present  the  whole  month;  November,  present  the 
whole  month;  December,  present  the  whole  month  to  the  23rd. 

*  From  the  IMinutes  of  the  College  of  IMines  for  1735. 
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S^VEDENBORG'S  SECOND  APPLICATION  FOR 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  IN  1736.* 


January,  present  to  the  10th. 

January  10.  §.  1.  Assessors  Lars  Benzelstierna^  and 
Emanuel  Swedenborg  having  informed  the  Royal  College 
that  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  travelling  to  "West 
Gothland  to  be  present  at  the  funeral  of  their  father-in-law 
and  father,  Dr.  Jesper  Swedberg,  Bishop  of  Skara,  for 
which  the  29th  of  the  present  month  had  been  appointed, 
and  the  above-named  Assessors  having  desired  the  Royal 
College  to  support  with  His  Royal  Majesty  their  humble  ap- 
plication for  leave  of  absence  for  three  or  four  weeks,  that 
they  might  make  that  journey:  Resolved,  that  this  application 
be  in  all  humility  made  to  His  Royal  Majesty  by  letter,  and 
that  His  Royal  Majesty  be  asked  to  assent  to  the  same. 

Swedenborg  present  from  12th  to  15th  January. 

January  15.  §.  2,  His  Royal  Majesty  graciously  assents 
by  letter  to  Assessors  Benzelstiema  and  Swedenborg  re- 
ceiving leave  of  absence  for  from  three  to  four  weeks,  in 
order  that  they  may  proceed  to  West  Gothland,  to  be  present 
at  the  funeral  of  their  late  father-in-law  and  father,  Bishop 
Swedberg. 

Swedenborg  present  on  January  16,  17. 

January  19.  Assessors  Benzelstiema  and  Swedenborg  left 
for  West  Gothland  with  the  gracious  permission  of  His  Royal 
Majesty. 

February,  (Swedenborg  absent  the  whole  month  at  his  father's 
burial;)  March,  present  the  whole  month;  April,  present  the 
whole  month;  May,  present  to  the  26th. 

*  From  the  Minutes  of  the  College  of  Mines  for  1736. 
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May  26.  The  following  letter  was  read,  which  had  been 
addressed  by  Emanuel  Swedenborg  to  the  King,  and  which 
had  been  referred  by  His  Majesty  to  the  College  of  Mines: 

B. 

SWEDENBORG  TO  HIS  MAJESTY,  THE  KINO.* 

Presented  May  27,  1736. 
Most  mighty  and  most  gracious  King, 

I  thank  Your  Royal  Majesty  most  humbly  for 
the  great  favour  you  conferred  upon  me  several  years  ago  in 
graciously  granting  me  leave  of  absence,  by  which  I  was  enabled 
to  spend  about  a  year  abroad,  and  to  see  thi-ough  the  press  a 
work  on  which  I  was  then  engaged.  On  my  return  I  had 
the  honour  of  humbly  presenting  to  Your  Royal  Majesty 
that  work,  wliich  consisted  of  instructions  and  descriptions  in 
metallurgy,  and  also  of  some  new  principles  in  philosophy. 
But  as  that  work  w^as  only  a  beginning,  and  a  part  of  w^hat 
I  had  intended  to  w^ork  out  more  fully,  as  I  had  an- 
nounced and  promised  in  my  former  work;  I  therefore  feel 
bound  to  do  what  I  have  promised,  and  to  accompKsh  Avhat 
has  been  begun,  and  am  obliged,  for  this  purpose,  to  employ 
all  possible  diligence,  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  But 
as  from  my  own  experience  I  see  clearly  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  fulfil  this  promise,  or  to  elaborate  a  work 
requiring  great  thought  and  dihgence,  with  that  coherence 
and  accuracy  which  it  demands,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
apj)ly  my  time  and  thoughts  to  public  occupations  and  to  my 
official  duties  at  the  Royal  College,  to  which  I  am  bound  in 
duty  to  attend;  and  as  this  very  impossibility  prevents  my 
doing  justice  to  both  these  kinds  of  works,  as  the  work  which 
in  all  humility  I  mentioned  above  requires  long  and  deep 
thought,  and  a  mind  unencumbered  by  cares  and  troubles — 
therefore  because  I  am  bound  to  fulfil  my  promise,  I  have 
been  induced  to  beg  of  Your  Royal  Majesty,  that,  to  enable 
me  to  follow  out  this  design,  and  this  well-intentioned  purpose, 
and   on  account  of  the  great  extent  of  this  work,  you  would 

*  Tills  letter  is  preserved  in  the  State  Archives  (Riks-Arkivet)  among 
the  Letters  addressed  to  the  King  in  1736. 
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graciously  grant  me  leave  to  absent  myself,  during  three  or  four 
years,  from  the  public  duties  in  Your  Royal  Majesty's  College 
of  Mines,  and  that  you  would  allow  me  during  that  time,  while 
I  elaborate  and  finish  my  work,  to  stay  abroad  in  any  place 
where  I  may  most  conveniently  carry  on  my  work,  i.  e.  where 
I  may  find  all  necessary  help  in  libraries,  and  may  profit  by 
conferences  with  the  learned,  and  where  also  I  may  publish 
my  work  when  it  is  finished,  which  cannot  be  done  at  home  in 
this  country.  I  meanwhile  entertain  the  hope,  that  this  work 
will  probably  be  of  use  to  the  public,  and  that  it  will  have  at 
least  the  effect  upon  the  common  opinion  among  the  learned, 
that  there  are  some  in  our  dear  native  land  who  can  elabo- 
rate and  publish  some  things  for  the  general  good  in  science 
and  literature,  upon  which  other  nations  pride  themselves  in 
comparison  with  ourselves. 

I  feel  so  much  the  more  assured  in  all  humility  of  the 
most  gracious  assent  of  Your  Royal  Majesty,  inasmuch  as 
Your  Majesty's  and  the  Country's  College  of  Mines  will,  at 
Your  Royal  Majesty's  gracious  command,  make  an  humble 
proposition  to  you,  how  this  whole  matter  may  be  best  ac- 
complished, without  any  part  of  Your  Royal  Majesty's  service 
being  neglected.  I  remain,  to  the  hour  of  death,  most  gracious 
King,  Your  Royal  Majesty's 

Most  humble  and  faithful  servant  and  subject, 
Eman.  Swedenborg. 

His  Royal  Majesty  graciously  desires  upon  this  subject 
the  humble  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  and  the  Country's  College 
of  Mines. 

By  the  most  gi'acious  command, 
0.  Cedersteom.^^^ 
Stockholm,  May  24,  1736. 

After  this  letter  had  been  read  Assessor  Swedenborg  ex- 
pressed himself  orally,  that,  for  the  sake  of  finishing  the  work 
he  had  commenced,  he  required  to  be  free  and  away  from  his 
official  duties  for  three  or  four  years,  even  as  he  had  mentioned 
in  his  humble  petition  to  the  King;  and  as  he  is  well  aware 
of  the  importance  of  having  these  duties  meanwhile  attended 
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to  by  an  able  and  experienced  man,  well  acquainted  with 
them,  he  desires  to  give  up  half  of  his  salary,  or  600  dalers 
in  silver,  and  he  will  not  claim' them  back,  until  some  vacancy 
arise;  that  this  portion  of  his  salary  be  employed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Royal  College  in  increasing  the  pay  of  those 
next  in  order,  according  to  their  services,  and  the  trouble 
they  may  undergo,  and  that  the  Assessor,  upon  his  return, 
have  his  seat  and  vote  in  the  College  again. 

After  the  Assessor  had  left  the  room,  and  the  Royal  College 
had  discussed  the  subject  of  some  length,  they  Resolved  that 
in  consideration  of  the  above  circumstances  the  College  had 
no  objections  to  any  part  of  the  Assessor's  humble  petition, 
but  that  they  submit  the  whole  subject  to  the  gracious 
pleasure  of  His  Royal  Majesty;  and  should  the  King  give  His 
gracious  assent  to  the  Assessor's  proposition,  when  it  would 
become  the  duty  of  the  Royal  College  to  declare  in  what 
manner  the  duties  of  Assessor  Swedenborg  would  have  to  be 
fulfilled,  the  College  recommend  to  the  King  that  Secretary 
Porath^"  should  receive  300  dalers  in  silver,  and  Attorney 
Bierchenius^^®  and  Notary  Thunberg  Olofsohn  should  together 
receive  300  dalers  in  silver  of  Swedenborg's  half  salary,  so 
that  these  three  might  fill  his  place  during  his  absence. 

[Swedenborg  submitted  his  own  propositions  to  the  College 
in  the  following  letter:] 


B. 

SWEDENBORG  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES.^ 

Received  and  read  on  May  26,  1736. 
I  thank  the  most  honourable  Royal  College  most  humb- 
ly, for  having  taken  into  consideration  the  arguments  and 
motives  contained  in  the  petition  which  I  handed  in,  in  all 
humility,  to  His  Royal  Majesty,  and  which  have  induced  me 
in  all  humility  to  apply  for  leave  of  absence  for  three  or  four 
years,  during  which  I  might  absent  myself  from  my  duties  in 

*  Preserved  among  the  letters  (Bref  och  Su])pliquer)  addressed  to  the 
College  in  1736,  p.  77. 
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the  Royal  College,  and  employ  my  time  in  elaborating  a  use- 
ful work,  which  will  be  a  continuation  of  the  previous  one, 
published  three  years  ago.  I  presume  the  Royal  College 
understands  fully,  that  in  tliis  matter  I  have  no  other  object 
and  no  other  end  in  view,  but  simply  to  elaborate  the 
above-mentioned  work,  and  the  Royal  College  probably 
entertains  so  much  the  less  doubt  on  this  subject,  because  I 
have  the  good  fortune  of  having  been  known  in  the  Royal 
College  for  so  many  years;  moreover,  the  former  work  may  serve 
as  a  proof  of  what  I  accomplished  during  that  journey,  fi'om 
which  I  had  nothing  but  trouble  and  expense,  and  the  only 
pleasure  which  I  experienced  being  that  which  I  felt  when  the 
work  was  brought  to  a  close.  In  order  that  the  business  at 
the  Royal  College  may  be  in  no  wise  interfered  with  during 
my  absence,  and  that  no  inconvenience  may  arise  therefrom 
I  leave  half  of  my  salary  at  the  disposal  of  those  who  per- 
form the  service.  I  hope  that  the  Royal  College  will  allow 
me  to  retain  the  other  half,  in  consideration  partly  of  the 
well-intentioned  and  useful  design  I  have  in  view,  and  partly 
because  I  have  been  an  Assessor  in  the  Royal  College  for 
twenty  years.  It  will  both  cheer  me  on  and  be  an  assistance 
in  my  proposed  undertaking,  which  will  be  sufficiently  ex= 
pensive. 

Em.   SwEDENBOBa. 

Stockholm,  May  26,  1736. 

[The    resolution  at  which   the  Royal  College  had  arrived 
was  communicated  to  the  King  in  the  following  memorial:] 
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0. 

THE  COLLEGE  OF  MTINES  TO  THE  KING:* 

Received  May  31,  1736. 
College  of  Mines,  May  26,  1736. 
Most  mighty  and  Most  gracious  King, 

Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg  has  informed 
Your  Royal  Majesty  in  a  humble  petition,  that  the  work 
which  he  published  abroad  two  years  ago,  and  which  consists 
of  instructions  and  descriptions  in  metallurgy,  and  also  of 
new  principles  in  philosophy,  was  merely  an  introductory 
part  of  what  he  has  intended  to  develop  more  fully,  of 
which  he  has  also  spoken  in  his  former  work,  and  which 
additional  part  he  has  likewise  promised  to  publish.  But  as  he 
cannot  elaborate  such  a  work,  requiring  profound  thought  and 
much  labour,  with  that  coherence  and  accuracy  which  it  demands, 
so  long  as  he  must  apply  his  time  and  thoughts  to  his  public 
official  duties  at  the  College,  therefore,  in  order  to  follow  out 
his  design,  and  his  well-meant  purpose,  and  on  account  of 
the  great  extent  of  this  work,  he  begs  in  all  humility  gracious 
leave  to  absent  himself  for  three  or  four  years  from  the  College, 
and  to  bring  this  above-mentioned  work  to  a  close  abroad. 

As  your  Royal  Majesty  has  graciously  instructed  the 
College  to  express  a  humble  opinion  with  regard  to  this 
petition,  the  College  first  of  all  took  occasion  to  hear  further 
particulars  concerning  his  design  from  Assessor  Swedenborg 
himself,  when  he  declared,  that  inasmuch  as  it  was  necessary 
for  him,  in  order  to  accomplish  his  work,  to  be  free  and 
relieved  from  his  office  for  three  or  four  years  (as  he  has  himself 
stated  in  humility),  and  as  he  well  understands,  that  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  this  office  should  be  filled  meanwhile  by  an 
able  man  who  has  acquired  experience  in  these  matters,  he  is  on 
that  account  wilHng  to  give  up  half  his  salary,  or  600  dalers 
in  silver,  and  not  to  demand  this  again  until  a  new  vacancy 
occurs;  so  that  the  College  may  have  this  part  of  his  salary 
at  its   disposal,  and  that  it  may  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  the 

*  Preserved  in  the    "Eiks-Arkivet"  among  the  letters  addressed  to  the 
King  in  1736. 
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immediate  officers  in  order,  according  to  the  services  that  each 
may  perform,  and  according  to  the  trouble  each  may  take  upon 
himself;  moreover,  the  above-named  Assessor  shall  upon  his  re- 
turn to  the  College  be  entitled  again  to  his  former  seat  and  vote. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  College  has  nothing  to  ob- 
ject to  the  above-named  Assessor's  humble  petition,  but  sub- 
mits it  to  Your  Eoyal  Majesty's  most  gracious  approval; 
but  as,  should  the  College  obtain  the  Royal  assent  in  this 
matter,  it  will  devolve  upon  the  College  to  determine  how  the 
Assessor's  office  may  meanwhile  be  appropriately  tilled,  it 
submits  for  tliis  purpose  to  Your  Royal  Majesty's  gracious 
consideration,  in  all  humility,  whether  the  Secretary  of  the 
College,  Nils  Porath,^^'  who,  on  account  of  his  ability  and  ex- 
perience in  everything  belonging  to  mining  matters,  and  his 
long  and  faithful  services,  has  already  been  twice,  in  all 
humility,  proposed  for  an  Assessor  of  the  College,  may  not 
in  addition  to  his  salary  as  Secretary  receive  300  dalers  in 
silver,  out  of  the  half  salary  of  Assessor  Swedenborg,  and  in 
return  fulfil  in  all  its  parts  the  office  of  Assessor,  while  the 
fiscal  advocate,  Hans  Bierchenius,^^^  would  till  the  place  of 
secretary,  and  the  eldest  notary,  Thunberg  Olofsohn,  perform 
the  function  of  the  fiscal  advocate,  both  on  their  former 
salaries;  both  of  these,  also,  on  account  of  their  ability  and 
the  knowledge  they  had  aquired,  had  been  already  i)roposed 
for  these  very  offices;  further,  whether  he  Avho  may  be  entrusted 
by  the  College  with  the  notary's  office,  after  Thunberg,  and 
who  has  hitherto  served  without  salary,  may  enjoy  as  a  partial 
support  the  remaining  300  dalers  in  silver.  In  this  manner 
Your  Royal  Majesty's  service  will  be  best  fulfilled  and  done, 
and  nothing  will  be  delayed  or  neglected.  Upon  this  pro- 
posal Your  Royal  Majesty's  most  gracious  decision  is  awaited 
in  humble  submission.  AVe  remain  to  the  last,  most  gracious 
king,  Your  Royal  Majesty's 

Most  humble  and  faitliful  servants  and  subjects, 

C.  Ribbing.  ^''^  Ad.  Leyell.^"^  J.  Bergenstierna.^^^ 
Gr.  Vallerius.^^^  Ol.  Colling. 
For  the  Secretary,  Carl  Meurmann. 
To  His  Royal  Majesty  in  all  humility. 
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[This  was  read  in  the  Council  of  State  on  June  1,  1736, 
and  it  was  Resolved,  that,  in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  the 
College,  leave  be  granted  to  Assessor  Swedenborg  to  travel 
abroad,  which  resolution  is  to  be  despatched  at  once;  further, 
an  answer  is  to  be  sent  to  the  College  of  Mines,  that  their 
recommendation  has  been  agreed  to. 

The  Royal  Decree  granting  leave  of  absence  to  Emanuel 
Swedenborg  for  three  or  four  years,  is  dated  June  1,  and 
reads  as  follows: 

D. 

ROYAL  DECREE. 

June  1,  1736. 
Frederic,    by    the   grace   of  God,  King   of    Sweden,    Gothia, 
Wendia,  etc.     Landgrave  of  Hesse,  etc. 

Our  especial  favour  and  gracious  pleasure, 
under  God  Almighty,  to  the  true  men  and  servants,  the  President, 
Councillors  of  Mines,  and  Assessors.  From  your  humble  opinion, 
dated  May  26,  concerning  the  humble  petition  handed  in  to  us 
by  Assessor  Swedenborg,  in  which  he  begs  that  he  may  be 
allowed  to  absent  himself  for  three  or  four  years  from  the  Col- 
lege, to  finish  at  some  place  abroad  his  work  on  metallurgy 
and  some  new  iDrinciples  in  pliilosophy,  which  has  been 
commenced  by  him,  we  have  graciously  observed,  that  you 
took  occasion  to  hear  some  further  particulars  concerning  the 
proposed  plan  from  the  above-mentioned  Assessor,  when  he 
declared,  that,  in  case  his  petition  be  granted,  he  saw  the 
importance  of  his  place  being  filled  meanwhile  by  an  able 
man,  and  that  he  was  on  this  account  willing  to  give  up  half 
his  salary,  or  600  dalers  in  silver,  and  not  to  demand  it 
again,  until  a  vacancy  should  occur,  so  that  this  salary  may 
be  at  the  disposal  of  the  College,  and  may  accrue  for  the 
benefit  of  the  immediate  ofiicers  in  order,  and  also  that  he 
should  upon  his  return  to  the  College  be  entitled  again  to  his 
former  seat  and  vote;  as  we  have  further  observed  that  under 
these  circumstances  you  have  nothing  to  object  to  the  above- 
mentioned    petition,     and    as    in    case   we   give    our  consent 

*  Pi'eserved  in  the  College  of  Mines  among  the  letters  from  His  Royal 
Majesty,  for  the  years  1736,  1737,  p.  165. 
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and  grant  the  leave  of  absence  petitioned  for  by  Assessor 
Swedenborg,  you  submit  to  our  gracious  consideration,  whether 
Secretary  Nils  Porath^-^  luay  not  in  the  mean  time,  in  addition 
to  his  salary  as  Secretary,  receive  300  dalers  in  silver  from 
the  half  salary  of  Swedenborg,  and  in  return  fulfil  in  all  its 
parts  the  otlicc  of  Assessor,  while  the  fiscal  advocate  Hans 
Bierchenius^^^  would  fill  the  place  of  secretary,  and  the  eldest 
notary  Anders  Thunberg  Olofsohn  the  office  of  fiscal  advocate, 
both  on  their  former  salaries,  and  also  that,  according  to  you, 
he  who  is  to  be  entrusted  by  you  with  the  post  of  notary  after 
Thunberg,  and  w^ho  has  hitherto  served  without  salary,  should 
enjoy  as  a  partial  support  the  remaining  300  dalers  in  silver, 
in  which  manner  you  think  our  service  in  these  offices  will 
be  best  fulfilled,  and  nothing  delayed  or  neglected.  This  we 
have  taken  into  consideration,  and  inasmuch  as  we  are  willing 
to  give  our  gracious  approval  and  assent  to  that  which  you 
have  in  humility  proposed  to  us  in  regard  to  both  these 
measures,  we  therefore  notify  you  graciously  of  this  our  answer 
and  instruction.  And  we  hereby  commend  you  to  the  grace 
of  God  Almighty. 

Fredeeic. 
The  Council-chamber,  Stockholm,  June  1,  1736. 

This  decree  was  presented  to  the  College  of  Mines  on 
June  12,  1736. 

Swedenborg  present  in  the  College  till  June  19. 

June  19.  §.  5.  His  Royal  Majesty's  gracious  letter,  dated 
June  1,  was  read,  in  wliich  leave  is  granted  to  Emanuel 
Swedenborg  to  stay  abroad  for  three  or  four  years,  that  he 
may  finish  his  work  on  metallurgy  and  on  new  principles 
in  Philosophy,  etc. 

The  King  also  acceded  to  the  propositions  of  the  College 
that  Secretary  Poratli^'^  should  fill  Swedenborg's  place;  Mr. 
Bierchenius,^^^  Porath's  place;  and  Thunberg  Olofsohn  that  of 
Bierchenius,  and  that  they  should  divide  half  of  Swedenborg's 
salary,  in  the  proportions  proposed, 

Swedenborg  present  during  the  rest  of  the  month;  July, 
present  to  the  8th,  (absent  on  the  9th;)  on  July  10  the 
Assessors  took  their  departure. 


DOCUMENT  163. 

SWEDENBORG'S  CONNECTION  WITH  THE 
COLLEGE  FROM  1737  TO  1742* 

February  21,  1737.  An  application  was  made  by  Messrs. 
Roman  and  Hultman  for  Swedenborg's  salary. 

1738.  Swedenborg  absent  during  the  whole  year. 

1739.  Swedenborg  absent  during  the  whole  year. 

1740.  Swedenborg  absent  until  November  3;  November, 
present  the  whole  month;  December,  present  the  whole  month, 
to  the  28th,  (on  the  8th  and  9th  he  was  in  the  House  of  Nobles.) 

1741.  January,  present  from  5th  to  9th,  (on  12th  in  the 
House  of  Nobles,)  present  to  the  16th,  (on  the  17th  in  the 
House  of  Nobles,)  19th,  (absent  on  the  20th  and  21st,)  present 
the  rest  of  the  month;  February,  present  to  the  4th,  (5th  and 
6th  absent  on  a  commission,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month; 
March,  (absent  on  the  5th,)  present  remaining  part  of  the  month; 
April  (absent  on  the  17th  and  22nd,)  present  the  rest  of  the 
month ;  May,  present  the  whole  month ;  June,  present  the  whole 
month;  July,  present  the  whole  month,  (29th  in  the  House  of 
Nobles;)  August,  present  the  whole  month;  September,  present 
the  whole  month;  October,  present  1,  2,  (absent  3rd,  unwell 
from  5th  to  8th ;  9th  prevented  from  being  present  by  remov- 
ing,) present  the  rest  of  the  month;  November,  present  the  whole 
month;  December,  (sick  16th,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month. 

1742.  January,  (absent  11,  unwell  12,  22,)  present  the  rest  of 
the  month;  February,  (absent  18,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month; 
March,  (unwell  23,  26,  27,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month; 
April,  (unwell  2,  absent  23,)  present  the  rest  of  the  month; 
May,  present  the  whole  month;  June,  present  to  the  29th,  (on 
30th  went  into  the  country;)   July,  (unwell  7,   8,  15,)  present 

*  From  the  Minutes  of  the  College  of  Mines  from   1737  to  1742. 
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the  rest  of  the  month;  August,  present  at  the  three  sessions 
of  the  College  held  duiiug  the  month;  September,  present 
from  1st  to  9th,  (10th  in  the  House  of  Nobles,  11th  absent 
on  a  commission,)  present  to  the  15th,  (16th  in  the  House  of 
;Nobles,)  18,  (unwell  20,)  present  to  23rd,  (unwell  24,)  present 
25,  (27th  in  House  of  Nobles,  28th  absent  on  a  commission 
lirslullning  de])utation,)  present  30;  October,  (unwell  on  1st,  2nd 
in  the  House  of  Nobles,)  present  from  4  to  11,  (12th  absent 
on  a  commission,  13th  in  the  House  of  Nobles,)  present  from 
14th  to  30th;  November,  present  to  the  12th,  (absent  on  13th,) 
present  to  15th,  (IGtli  and  17th  in  the  House  of  Nobles,)  18,  I'J, 
(20th  in  the  House  of  Nobles,)  present  from  22nd  to  26th, 
(27th  prevented  by  affairs  of  Diet,)  29;  December,  (5th  absent 
on  a  commission,  7th  and  11th  in  the  House  of  Nobles,)  present 
rest  of  the  month  to  the  23rd. 


DOCUMENT  164. 

SWEDENBORG'S  THIRD  APPLICATION  FOR 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  IN   1743. 

A. 

EXTRACTS  OF  THE  MINUTES  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES. 

January,  1743,  (unwell  on  1st,)  present  on  13th,  (on  17th 
in  House  of  Nobles,)  present  from  18th  to  26th,  (unwell  27, 
28,  29,)  present  on  30th;  February,  (in  the  House  of  Nobles 
on  1st,  10th,  and  19th;  unwell  7th,)  present  rest  of  the  month; 
March,  (in  the  House  of  Nobles,  8,  16,  18,  19,  26;  on  a  com- 
mission 29,)  present  rest  of  the  month;  April,  (absent  2;  in  the 
House  of  Nobles  12,  14,  25;  unwell  30,)  present  rest  of  the 
month;  May,  (absent  28;  in  the  House  of  Nobles  11,  14,) 
present  rest  of  month;  June,  (in  the  House  of  Nobles  1,  9,  14,) 
present  rest  of  the  month  to  June  17. 

June  17.  The  following  letter  addressed  by  Eman.  Sweden- 
borg  to  the  College  of  Mines  was  received  and  read; 
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B. 

SWEDENBORG  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  MINES* 

Most  well-born  Baron  and  President,    and  also  well-born  and 
esteemed  Councillors  of  Mines,  and  Assessors. 

A  few  months  ago   I  appHed  most  humbly  to 
His  E,oyal  Majesty  for   gracious   leave  of  absence,  to    make 
a   journey   abroad   on   my   o\m   resources  for  the  purpose   of 
seeing   through    the   press    a  work  which  is   the    continuation 
and    end    of    one    which    had    been    begun     and    promised; 
when    I    received    orally    the    gracious    answer    through    Mr. 
Boneauschold,^^^    the    Secretary   of  State,    that    my    applica- 
tion had  been  graciously  entertained,  but  that  on  a  point  of 
order  it    ought  to   be  announced  first  at  the  College.     Now, 
as   ever  since  my  return   I  have   in  addition   to  my   official 
duties  constantly  laboured  to   accomplish    this   work   and   as 
I    have   now   completed   it  so   far,    that  after  collecting  some 
necessary    information    in    the    libraries    abroad,    I    shall   be 
able    to    publish    it    at    once,    and    thus    fulfil   what    I    have 
promised,    and  what   is    I   find   desired    by  many   abroad;    T 
therefore   entreat  the   honourable   E-oyal  College  in   the  most 
humble   manner    that   it  would    kindly  accede  to   my  wishes. 
As  far  as  my  individual  preference  and  pleasure  are  concerned, 
I  can   assure  you  that  I  should   a  thousand  times  prefer  to 
stay   at   home   in    my   native   country,    where   it  would    be  a 
pleasure   to   me   to   serve   in  so  illustrious  a  College,  and  to 
contribute   my   own  small   share  to  the  j)ubHc   good;    at  the 
same  time  to  watch  opportunities  for  improving  my  condition, 
and  attend   to  the   little  property  I  have  acquired,  and  thus 
live    at   home    and    have    pleasant   times,    which,   as  long  as 
my    health    and   means    with    God's    help    continue,    nothing 
would  disturb — than  to  travel  abroad,  exposing  myself,  at  my 
own    by   no    means    inconsiderable    expense,    to    danger   and 
vexation,    especially   in   these   unquiet   times,    and  undergoing 
severe  brain  work  and  other  hard  labour  with  the  probability 
of  meeting  in  the  end  with  more  unfavourable  than  favourable 
judgments.      But    notwithstanding    all    this,    I   am  influenced 
interiorly   by  the    desire  and   longing  to  produce  during  my 
*  This  letter  is  preserved  in  the  College  of  Mines  among   the    Bref 
och  Suppliquer   addressed  to  it  in  1743,  p.  93. 
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life-time  something  real,  which  may  be  of  use  in  the  gene- 
ral scientific  world  and  also  to  posterity,  and  in  this  way 
to  be  useful  to  and  even  to  please  my  native  country; 
and,  if  my  wishes  are  realized,  to  obtain  honour  for  it.  But 
if  I  any  longer  delay  the  carrying  out  of  my  design,  I 
might  as  well  give  it  up  altogether,  as  far  as  the  increase 
of  honour  and  the  decrease  of  my  own  interest  in  the  Avork 
are  concerned.  All  this  depends  entirely  upon  the  most 
honourable  Royal  College  advocating  my  well-meant  purpose 
with  His  Majesty,  by  expressing  its  consent  and  approval 
with  regard  to  my  intended  journey;  of  which  I  entertain  the 
less  doubt,  as  the  honourable  Royal  College  has  always  been 
inclined  to  promote  useful  designs,  and  especially  as  I  have 
never  yet  asked,  nor  intend  to  ask,  anything  from  the  public 
in  return  for  all  the  trouble  and  the  great  expenses  I  am 
incurring,  but,  on  the  contrary,  for  the  sake  of  promoting  this 
well-meant  purpose,  have  given  up  of  my  own  accord  half 
of  my  salary,  and  consequently  an  income  which  already 
amounts  to  12,600  dalers  in  copper,  and  as  I  am  willing  to 
leave  this  at  your  disposal  on  the  same  terms  as  before,  so 
that  during  my  absence  nothing  may  be  neglected  in  the 
Royal  College  on  my  account.  With  regard  to  the  time  that 
will  be  required,  I  cannot  determine  anytliing,  inasmuch  as 
the  work  which  will  be  published  will  amount  to  about  500 
sheets,  and  the  despatch  with  which  this  can  be  done  will 
depend  on  the  publisher  and  printer;  but  I  promise  that  on 
my  own  part  the  most  indefatigable  industry  shall  be  applied; 
nay  I  am  wilHng,  if  it  is  desired,  to  keep  a  journal  of  my 
work,  and  to  show  that  no  time  is  wasted.  Moreover,  it  is 
my  own  chief  desire  to  bring  this  work  to  a  close,  and  to 
return  to  my  country,  to  my  office,  and  to  my  property,  where 
I  shall,  in  tranquillity  and  ease,  continue  my  larger  work,  the 
Regnum  Minerale,  and  thus  be  of  actual  use  to  the  public  at 
large  in  those  matters  which  properly  belong  to  the  Royal  College. 
I  remain,  and  shall  continue  to  remain,  with  profound 
respect,  most  well-born  Baron  and  President,  and  most 
honourable  Royal  College, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 
Em.  Swedenboeg. 
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[The  College  of  Mines,    acceding   to  Swedenborg's  wishes, 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  King  in  his  behalf:] 

C. 

THK  COLLEGE  OF  illXE'S  TO  THE  KIXG.  * 

Most  Mighty  and  most  Gracious  King, 

Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg  has  expressed 
to  the  College  in  writing  his  wish  to  make  another  journey 
abroad,  in  order  that  after  collecting  some  information  in  the 
libraries  there,  he  may  complete  and  see  through  the  press 
a  work  begun  and  elaborated  by  him,  which  it  is  presumed 
will  be  of  use  to  the  scientific  world  in  general;  and  he 
desires  the  College  to  make  a  humble  application  to  Your 
Koyal  Majesty  for  a  gracious  leave  of  absence  for  this  joui-ney, 
of  which  nevertheless  he  cannot  prospectively  determine  the 
length,  inasmuch  as  the  work  which  is  to  be  printed  amounts 
to  about  500  sheets,  and  the  despatch  with  which  this  can  be 
done  depends  upon  the  publisher  and  printer,  yet  it  is  hi§ 
greatest  desire  to  bring  this  work  to  a  close  the  earlier  the 
better,  and  to  return  home  and  continue  here  that  greater  work 
which  he  has  in  hand,  the  Regnum  Minerale,  and  thus  be 
of  actual  use  to  the  public  in  general,  in  those  matters  which 
properly  belong  to  the  College.  Now,  as  the  above-mentioned 
Assessor,  during  his  last  journey  abroad,  produced  a  clever 
philosophical  work,  which  he  intends  this  time  to  com- 
plete and  to  bring  to  a  close,  and  from  which  the  scientific 
world  will  derive  pleasure  and  profit,  and  Ms  country  glory 
and  honour;  and  inasmuch  as  the  last  time  he  travelled 
abroad  Assessor  Porath  was  appointed  to  perform  his  duties 
in  his  absence,  for  which  purpose  Assessor  Swedenborg  gave 
up  half  of  his  ordinary  salary,  and  as  he  is  willing  to  give 
up  this  in  the  same  manner  as  before,  therefore  the  College 
does  not  see  any  reason  why  the  Assessor  should  not  be 
gratified  in  this  his  praiseworthy  object,  so  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  finish  the  work  he  has  begun ;  and  it  therefore 
submits  in  all  humility  to  Your  Majesty's  gracious  con- 
sideration,   whether   his   petition    respecting   his    journey   ab- 

*  Preserved  in  the    State    Archives   (Biks-Arkivet)  among  the    letters 
addressed  to  the  King  in  1743. 
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abroad,  might  not  be  graciously  granted  to  liim;  and  the 
College  remains  with  profound  deference,  most  gracious  King, 
Your  Roj-al  Majesty's 

Most  humble  and  faithful  servants  and  subjects, 
GusTAV  Ralamb.^"^    J.  Beegenstierna.^2^    L.  Benzlstierna.^ 
G.  Vallerius.^2^    Hans  Bieechenius.^-^ 
Stockholm,  June  17,  1743. 

Bead  in  the  Council,  June  30,  1743,  and  approved. 
Swedenborg  present  at  the  College,  June  18th,  (from  20th 
to  22nd  went  into  the  country,)  present  rest  of  the  month,  July, 
present  to  the  4th. 

July  4.     The  following  Royal  Decree,  dated  June  30,  was 
received  and  read: 

D. 

ROYAL  DECREE* 

June  30,  1743. 
Frederic,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Sweden, 

Gothia,  "Wendia,  etc..  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  etc. 

Our  especial  favour,  and  gracious  pleasure, 
under  God  Almighty,  to  the  true  men  and  servants,  the  Presi- 
dent, Councillors  of  Mines,  and  Assessors.  We  have  noticed  in 
your  humble  communication  of  the  17th  inst..  Assessor  Sweden- 
borg's  petition,  in  which  he  asks  to  be  permitted  to  make 
another  journey  abroad,  that,  after  collecting  some  information 
in  the  libraries  there,  he  may  complete  and  see  through 
the  press  a  work  which  has  been  begun  by  liim;  the  above- 
mentioned  Assessor  desiring,  the  sooner  the  better,  to  return 
home  again,  and  also  to  leave  half  his  ordinary  salary  to 
Assessor  Porath,  that  he  may  perform  his  service  during  his 
absence.  And  inasmuch  as  we,  on  account  of  your  humble 
application,  are  willing  graciously  to  grant  Assessor  Sweden- 
borg's  petition,  where  he  asks  to  be  allowed  to  make  another 
journey  abroad  in  the  above-mentioned  manner;  we  hereby 
make  this  known  to  you,  and  instruct  you  to  acquaint  the 
above-mentioned  Assessor  with  it;  and  we  commend  you  to  the 

grace  of  God  Almighty.  „ 

^  *=    •'  Feederic. 

The  Council-chamber,  Stockholm,  June  30,  1743. 

*  Preserved  in  the  College  of  Mines   among  the  letters  from  the  King 
(Konc/l.  Majt'^   Brcf,  &c.)  for  1741,  1742,  1743,  p.  290. 
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Swedenborg  present  at  the  College:  July  5th  to  9th,  (11th 
in  the  House  of  Nobles,)  present  from  12th  to  20th,  (absent 
21st,  unwell  22nd.) 

July  25.  In  agreement  with  the  gracious  leave  obtained 
from  His  Hoyal  Majesty,  Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg  left 
for  abroad. 

DOCUMENT  165. 

SWEDENBOEG'S  CONNECTION  WITH  THE 
COLLEGE  FROM  1744  TO  1746.* 


Emanuel  Swedenborg  absent  during  the  whole  year,  1744. 

B. 

Emanuel  Swedenborg  absent  to  Aug.  22,  1745. 

September,  present  at  the  College  the  whole  month. 

October,  present  to  9,  (absent  10,)  present  11  to  15,  (ab- 
sent 16,)  present  17  to  19,  (absent  21,)  present  to  29,  (30, 
E.  Swedenborg  prevented,)  present  31. 

November,  (prevented  on  2nd;  absent  4,)  present  5,  (absent 
6,)  present  7,  (absent  8,  9,  10,)  present  12,  (absent  13,  14,  15,) 
present  16  to  19,  (unwell,  20,)  present  21,  (absent  22,  23,)  present 

25,  (unwell,  26,)  present  27,  (unwell,  28,)  present  29. 
December,  (unwell,  2;  absent  3;  unwell,  4,)  present  5,  (absent 

6,  7,  9,  10,  11,  12,)  present  13,  (absent  14,  17,  18,  19,  20,  23,  30.) 

C. 

1746.  January,  (absent  to  21,)  present  22,  (absent  24;  un- 
well, 27,  28,  29,)  present  30,  (unwell  31.) 

February,  (unwell  1 ;  absent  3,)  present  4,  (absent  5,) 
present  6,  (absent  7,  8;  unwell  11,)  present  12  to  20,  (absent 
21,  22,)  present  25,  26,  (absent  27,)  present  28. 

April,  (absent  3,  4,  5,)  present  7,  8,  (absent  9, 10,)  present  12, 
14,  (absent  15  to  26,)  present  28,  29,  (absent  30.) 

March,  (absent  1,  3,)  present  4,  5,  (absent  6,  7,)  present  8  to 
11,  (absent  12,)  present  13,  (absent  14,)  present  15  to  18,  (absent 
19,)  present  20,  (absent  21,)   present  24,  (absent  25,)  present 

26,  (absent  27.) 

*  From  the  Minutes  of  the  College  of  IVIines  from  1744  to  1746. 
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May,  present  2,  (absent  3  to  7,)  present  9,  (absent  10,  12,) 
present  13,  (absent  14  to  27,)  present  28,  29,  (absent  31.) 

June,  (absent  2,)  present  3,  4,  (absent  5  to  12,)  present  13, 
(absent  14,  16,)  present  17,  (absent  18  to  27,)  present  30. 

July,  present  on  the  4th;  but  absent  the  rest  of  the  month. 

August,  absent  the  whole  month. 

September,  (absent  to  13,)  present  15,  16,  (absent  17  to  23,) 
present  24,  (absent  25th  to  30th;  on  30th  went  to  the  House 
of  Nobles.) 

October,  present  1st,  (absent  2nd  to  18th;  on  19th  went  as 
a  member  to  the  House  of  Nobles,)  present  21  to  25,  (absent 
27,)  present  29,  (absent  30,  31.) 

November,  present  3,  (absent  4  to  8,)  present  10,  (absent 
11  to  20,)  present  21,  (absent  22  to  29.) 

December,  (absent  1,  2,)  present  3,  (absent  11  to  16,)  present 
18,  19,  (absent  20,)  present  22,  23,  24,  30,  31. 

DOCUMENT  166. 

SWEDENB0R(3^'S  EETIREMENT  FEOM  THE 
COLLEGE  IN  1747. 

A. 

January,  present  3,  5,  (absent  8,  10,)  present  12,  (absent  13,) 
present  14,  (absent  15,  16,)  present  17,  19,  (absent  20,)  present 
21,  (absent  22,)  present  23  to  26,  (absent  27,)  present  28  to  31. 

February,  (absent  3,)  present  4,  (absent  5,)  present  6,  7, 
(absent  9,)  present  10,  (absent  11,)  present  12,  (absent  13,) 
present  14  to  17,  (absent  18,)  present  19  to  23,  (absent  25,) 
present  26,  (absent  27,)  present  28. 

March,  present  2  to  5,  (absent  6,)  present  7  to  11,  (absent 
12,)  present  13  to  27,  (absent  28,  30,)  present  31. 

April,  (absent  1,)  present  2,  (absent  3,  4,)  present  6,  (absent 
7,)  present  8,  9,  (absent  11,)  present  13  to  16,  (absent  17,) 
present  18  to  21,  (absent  22,)  present  23,  (absent  24,  25,) 
present  27,  28,  (absent  29.) 

May,  present  2,  (absent  4,)  present  5,  6,  (absent  7,)  present 
8,  14,  (absent  15,  16,  18,)  present  19,  (absent  20,)  present  21, 
23,  (absent  25,  26,  27,)  present  28,  29. 

*  From  the  Minutes  of  the  College  of  Mines  of  1747. 
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June,  present  1  to  3,  (absent  4,)  present  5,  (absent  6,) 
presents,  (absent  9,  10,  11,)  present  12,  (absent  13,)  present  15. 

On  the  retirement  of  Councillor  Bergenstierna,^^^  from  the 
College  of  Mines,  in  the  spring  of  1747,  the  College  had 
unanimously  recommended  Assessor  Swedenborg  for  the 
vacant  councillorship,  but  instead  of  applying  to  the  King  for 
this  promotion  in  rank,  Swedenborg  on  June  2nd  wrote  to 
him  the  following  letter,  in  which  he  requested  permission  to 
retire  from  his  office.  This  letter,  which  was  discovered  in  the 
Royal  Archives,  among  the  letters  adressed  to  the  King  in  1747, 
is  as  follows: 

B. 

SWEDENBORG  TO  THE  KING. 

Most  mighty  and  most  gracious  King, 

Your  Royal  Majesty's  College  of  Mines,  at 
your  behest,  have  sent  in  their  humble  proposition  with  regard 
to  the  vacant  place  of  Councillor  of  Mines  in  their  College, 
and  they  have  most  humbly  proposed  me  for  this  office  in 
primo  loco;  but  as  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  finish  the 
work  on  which  I  am  now  engaged,  I  would  most  humbly  ask 
Your  Royal  Majesty  to  select  another  in  my  place  for  this 
position,  and  most  graciously  release  me  from  office. 

But,  as  I  have  been  for  more  than  thirty  years  an  Assessor 
in  Your  Boyal  Majesty's  College  of  Mines,  and  have  at  my 
own  expense  made  several  journeys  abroad,  both  to  visit 
mines  and  other  places;  and  as  I  have  printed  there  several 
works  for  the  benefit  and  honour  of  my  country,  for  which  I 
have  never  yet  asked  the  least  recompense  from  the  public; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  in  order  to  be  able  to  devote  myself 
without  embarrassment  to  these  well-intentioned  objects,  I 
have  given  up  half  my  salary,  which,  during  the  last  eleven 
years,  has  amounted  to  upwards  of  20,000  rix-dalers  in  copper, 
I  therefore  entertain  the  hope  that  you  will  graciously  grant 
my  request,  and  will  allow  me  to  continue  to  draw  the  half 
of  my  salary,  as  I  do  at  present.  1  the  less  doubt  that  you 
will  grant  my  request,  because  I  have  performed  the  duties 
of  an  Assessor  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and,  as  well  as  I 
can  remember,  no  favour  has  ever  been  denied  me. 
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It  is,  therefore,  my  Immble  wisli,  that  you  graciously 
release  me  from  office,  but  without,  bestowing  upon  me  any 
higher  rank;  which  I  most  earnestly  beseech  you  not  to  do. 
I  further  pray  that  I  may  receive  half  of  my  salary,  and  that 
you  will  graciously  grant  me  leave  to  go  abroad,  to  some 
place  where  I  may  finish  the  important  work  on  which  I  am 
now  engaged. 

I  remain,  with  deep  respect,  my  most  gracious  Sovereign, 
Your  E,oyal  Majesty's 

Most  humble  and  dutiful  subject, 

E:\rAN.    S  WEDENBOE G. 

Stockholm,  June  2,  1747. 
Read  in  the  Council,  June  12,  and  agreed  to. 


DOCUMENT  167. 

A. 

EOYAL  DECKEE  ACCEPTING  SWEDENBORG'S 

RESIGNATION.* 

We,  Frederic,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of 
Sweden,  Gothland,  Wendland,  &c.,  make  known  herewith,  that 
our  loyal  subject,  and  Assessor  in  our  and  the  country's  College 
of  Mines,  our  well-beloved,  noble,  and  well-born  Emanuel 
Swedenborg,  has  humbly  informed  us  that  it  will  be  necessary 
for  him  to  go  abroad  in  order  to  finish  the  work  on  which 
he  is  now  engaged,  praying  most  humbly  that  we  would 
graciously  release  him  from  the  office  of  Assessor,  which  he 
holds  in  our  College  of  Mines,  that  he  may  go  unembarrassed 
to  that  place  abroad  where  he  can  finish  the  work  on  which  he  is 
now  engaged.  And  although  we  would  gladly  see  him  continue 
at  home  the  faithful  services  he  has  hitherto  rendered  to  us 
and  to  his  country,  still  we  can  so  much  the  less  oppose  his 
wish,  as  we  feel  sufficiently  assured  that  the  above-named  work, 
on  wdiich  he  is  engaged,  will  in  time  contribute  to  the  general 
use  and  benefit,  not  less  than  the  other  valuable  works  written 

*  This  Document  was  orif>inally  preserved  in  Count  Engestrtim's  Library, 
but  has  now  been  transfeiTcd  to  the  Royal  Library  in  Stockliolm. 
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and  published  by  him  have  contributed  to  the  use  and 
honour  of  his  country,  as  well  as  of  himself.  We  therefore 
decree,  and  by  this  open  letter,  release  Emanuel  Swedenborg 
from  the  office  of  Assessor  in  our  and  the  country's  College 
of  IMines,  which  he  has  hitherto  filled  with  renown;  and,  as  a 
token  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  we  look  upon  his  long 
and  faithful  services,  we  also  most  graciously  permit  him  to 
retain  for  the  rest  of  his  life  the  half  of  his  salary  as  an 
Assessor.     Let  all  whom  it  concerns  take  notice  of  this. 

For  additional  confirmation  of  this  we  sign  our  name,  and 
order  our  royal  seal  to  be  attached  hereunto. 

Feedeeic. 
Gust.  Boneauschold.^^'* 
The  Council  Chamber,  Stockholm,  June  12,  1747. 

B. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES  OF  THE  COLLEGE  FOR  1747. 

June  15.  Assessor  Emanuel  Swedenborg  handed  in  to 
the  College  of  Mines  the  Royal  Decree  by  which  he  was 
released  from  his  duties  here  in  the  Royal  College,  retaining 
during  his  life  half  of  his  salary  as  an  Assessor. 

All  the  members  of  the  Royal  College  regretted  losing  so 
worthy  a  colleague,  and  they  asked  the  Assessor  to  kindly 
continue  attending  the  sessions  of  the  College,  until  all  those 
cases  should  be  adjudicated  that  had  been  commenced  during  his 
attendance  at  the  College,  to  which  the  Assessor  kindly  assented. 

June,  (Swedenborg  absent  from  the  College,  16  to  18,) 
present  20,  22,  (absent  23  to  27,)  present  29,  30. 

July,  (absent  1  to  9,)  present  10,  (absent  to  the  17th.) 

July  17.  Assessor  Swedenborg,  who  intends  as  soon  as 
possible  to  commence  his  new  journeys  abroad,  came  up  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  leave  of  the  Royal  College.  He  thanked 
all  those  at  the  Royal  College  for  the  favour  and  kindness  he  had 
received  from  them  during  his  connection  with  the  College,  and 
commended  himself  to  their  further  friendly  remembrances. 

The  Royal  College  thanked  the  Assessor  for  the  minute 
care  and  fidelity  with  which  he  had  attended  to  the  duties  of 
his  office  as  an  Assessor  up  to  the  present  time ;  they  wished  him 
a  prosperous  journey  and  a  happy  return;  after  which  he  left. 


SECTION  VL 

SWEDENBORG'S  PUBLIC  LIFE 

ASA 

MEMBER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  NOBLES. 


30^ 


INTRODUCTION. 


From  tlie  year  1719  Swedenborg  was  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  the  House  of  Nobles,  by  virtue  of  bis  being  the  eldest 
representative  of  the  Swedenborg  family,  all  the  members 
of  which  had  been  ennobled  by  Queen  Ulrica  Eleonora*  in 
that  year. 

Respecting  his  character  and  influence  as  a  member  of 
the  Swedish  Diet,  the  author  of  "Nya  Kyrkan  och  dess  in- 
flytande  pa  Theologiens  Studium  i  Sverige"  (The  New  Church 
and  its  influence  on  the  study  of  theology  in  Sweden),  part  II, 
p.  48,  makes  the  following  statement:  "Up  to  the  time  of 
liis  extreme  old  age  he  interested  himself  in  the  financial,  ad- 
ministrative, and  pohtical  afi'airs  of  his  country,  as  well  be- 
tween, as  during,  the  sessions  of  the  Swedish  Diet.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  papers  on  these  subjects,  partly  preserved 
to  the  present  day,  bears  witness  to  his  activity  as  the  head 
of  his  family,  and  shows  how  great  an  interest  he  had  in  the 
debates  that  took  place  in  the  House  of  Nobles.  As  at  one 
time,  an  ill-informed  religious  zeal  attempted  to  present 
Swedenborg  as  an  apostate  from  the  Evangelical  Church,  so 
a  no  less  misinformed  political  zeal  sought  to  fasten  upon  him 
the  suspicion  of  his  being  a  partizan,  and  of  being  influenced 
by  an  exaggerated  love  of  opposition.  Both  these  charges 
are  without  foundation,  and  he  can  be  justified  as  well  in 
regard  to  the  one  as  the  other.  As  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Nobles,  Swedenborg  belonged  neither  to  the  party  of  the 
"hats,"  nor  to  that  of  the  "caps"  in  those  times,  but  was 
an  independent  member,  supporting  whatever  he  saw  to 
be  worthy  of  his  own  position,  and  to  be  right  and  gene- 
rally useful,  without  allowing  himself  to  be  hifluenced  either 
by  the  right  or  the  left  side.     He,  like  every  true  friend  of 
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liberty,  was  opposed  alike  to  despotism  and  to  anarchy.  As 
the  son  of  a  distinguished  and  universally  beloved  bishop, 
he  was  ennobled  by  Queen  Ulrica  Eleonora  in  1719,  together 
with  his  brothers  and  sisters.  His  entrance  into  the  House 
of  Nobles  was  consequently  contemporaneous  with  the  re- 
establishment  of  freedom  in  Sweden.  During  his  childhood 
and  youth  he  had  witnessed  the  misfortunes  into  which  an 
unlimited  monarchy  had  precipitated  his  country.  He  himself 
had  seen  the  misery  and  distress,  which  a  war  of  eighteen 
years'  duration,  with  dearly  bought  victories  and  bloody  de- 
feats, with  decimated  armies  and  bankrupt  finances,  attended 
by  pestilence  and  famine,  had  entailed  on  his  oppressed 
country.  He  could  not  be  convinced  that  a  few  conquered 
standards  and  trophies,  exhibited  in  the  armoury  at  Ukiksdal, 
or  in  the  Church  on  Riddarholm,  could  compensate  the 
people  for  the  sweat,  the  toil,  and  the  lives  that  had  been 
wasted.  Need  we  wonder,  then,  that  Swedenborg  was  in 
favour  of  a  constitution,  which  set  bounds  to  the  arbitrary 
power  and  whims  of  a  hitherto  unlimited  monarchy;  which 
prevented  the  dissolution  of  the  country,  and  gradually  changed 
discontent  into  satisfaction,  at  least  among  the  majority  of 
its  citizens.  Swedenborg  enjoyed  the  good  fortune,  envied  by 
many,  of  having  been  able  during  half  a  century  to  influence 
by  his  vote  the  resolutions  passed  for  the  welfare  of  his 
country,  and  of  not  giving  up  his  place  in  the  House  of 
Nobles  before  the  year  1772,  when  death  closed  his  eyes  to  the 
darkened  prospects  with  which  a  change  in  the  administration 
threatened  Sweden's  independence.  Swedenborg  thus  belonged 
to  the  whole  of  that  period  of  freedom,  which  is  valued  so 
highly  by  many,  and  is  made  light  of  by  others.  With  that  period 
his  political  career  began  and  ended.  The  reader  will  pro- 
bably desire  to  know  the  position  which  the  seer  took  as  a 
member  of  the  Diet,  and  what  resolutions  he  had  to  propose 
on  various  questions.  We  shall,  therefore,  communicate  some 
of  the  papers  which  he  laid  before  the  Diet.  They  furnish 
the  clearest  proofs  of  his  statesmanship,  and  explain,  moreover, 
Ills  political  standpoint." 

The     editor    here    communicates    several   of  the   pohtical 
papers   which  are  preserved  among  the  Swedenborg  MSS.   in 
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the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  one  paper  wliicli  purports  to 
be  written  by  Swedenborg  and  is  contained  in  the  archives 
of  the  family  De  la  Gardie,  in  the  Library  at  Lund,[?]  beginning 
his  selection  with  a  paper  read  by  Swedenborg  in  1761.  He 
was  fortunate  enough  to  discover  some  of  the  papers  that 
Swedenborg  read  before  earlier  meetings  of  the  Swedish  Diet, 
and  which  are  preserved,  partly  in  the  archives  of  the  College 
of  Mines,  and  partly  in  the  State  Archives  (Rilcs-ArUvd)  in 
Stockholm. 


DOCUMENT  168. 

A  MEMORIAL  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE 
FESTANCES  OF  SWEDEN.* 

The  chief  cause  of  a  country's  increase  in  wealth  is  the 
balance  of  commerce :  if  its  imports  are  greater  than  a  country 
can  pay  with  its  own  products,  it  follows  that  it  loses  annually 
considerable  sums  by  leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  foreign 
nations;  besides,  it  diminishes  the  capital,  which  it  collected  under 
more  favourable  circumstances  and  which  it  should  hand  down  to 
posterity.  As  soon,  also,  as  a  country,  by  an  imprudent  course, 
suddenly  falls  into  poverty,  it  unavoidably  sinks  in  the  estimation 
of  other  nations,  and  they  refuse  any  longer  to  trade  with  it, 
although  in  former  times  they  may  have  enriched  themselves 
by  its  wealth,  and  sucked  out  its  substance  and  marrow.  Yea, 
more  serious  consequences  still  may  ensue;  for  unless  a  watchful 
eye  is  kept  on  the  balance  of  a  country's  trade,  a  general 
want  may  be  caused  thereby  which  makes  itself  felt  in  the 
private  circumstances  of  every  one;  fortunes  and  possessions  in 
the  land  are  diminished  in  value;  no  means  are  forthcoming 
for  the  support  of  the  navy  and  army;  the  defence  of  the 
country  becomes  weak  and  impotent;  the  public  servants 
must   be  satisfied  with  small  salaries;  Swedish  manufactures 

*  The  original  of  this  memorial  is  preserved  in  the  State  Archives  in 
Stockholm. 
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and  agriculture,  together  with  all  the  moneys  invested  in  them, 
depreciate  in  value;  besides  other  contingencies  which  in  such 
a  case  overtake  the  higher  as  well  as  the  lower  nobility,  acd 
especially  the  business  men,  who  must  suifer  most  heavily 
from  it. 

Now,  as  the  balance  of  trade  is  the  genuine  vein  and 
source  of  a  country's  welfare,  I  have,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  this,  made  two  computations  which  herewith  follow. 
The  first  of  these  contains  a  calculation  of  the  average  exports 
and  imports  during  the  reign  of  King  Charles  XI,  when  the 
Swedish  commerce  was  in  its  most  flourishing  state;  and  where 
it  is  shown  that  the  balance  consisted  of  four  and  a  half  million 
florins  in  favour  of  our  country.  The  other  exhibits  the  balance 
as  it  exists  at  the  present  day,  where  it  will  be  found  that  this 
has  changed  to  an  incredible  extent,  so  that  there  is  now  an 
annual  loss  of  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  millions  of  Dutch 
florins :  from  which  it  follows  that  the  rich  products  of  Sweden 
are  no  longer  sufficient  to  pay  the  excess  of  imported  goods 
and  merchandize,  but  that  annually  a  part  of  the  cash  property 
of  the  country  has  to  be  employed  to  adjust  the  difference. 
This  deficiency  has  now  for  a  long  time  been  made  up  and 
replaced  by  the  revenue  which  Sweden  derives  from  its  pos- 
sessions abroad,  and  from  which  they  have  still  to  be  made 
up.  But  as  soon  as  the  revenues  cease,  the  country  must 
inevitably  fall  into  the  bitterest  poverty,  unless  the  Diet 
find  means  by  which  it  may  be  obviated. 

As  every  one,  now,  is  left  in  freedom  to  express  his  well- 
meant  thoughts,  and  to  suggest  how  the  common-weal  is  likely 
to  be  best  helped,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  unfavourably  re- 
ceived if  I  insist,  in  all  humility,  that  there  is  nothing  the  present 
Diet  can  do  of  greater  importance  than  to  examine,  and  to 
assist  and  promote,  all  propositions  which  have  for  their  pur- 
pose to  infuse  new  life  into  Swedish  commerce,  so  as  to  make 
our  balance  square ;  and  this  for  the  sake  of  the  private  welfare 
of  every  one  of  us,  and  also  for  that  of  our  whole  posterity. 
Moreover,  these  are  the  kind  of  deliberations  which  are  chiefly 
held  in  the  English  Parliament,  and  in  the  General  States  of 
Holland;  and  by  their  mature  counsels  and  resolutions  their 
trade  is   kept  in  the   most  flourishing  state,  their  balance  of 
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trade  is  preserved,  the  country  and  its  inhabitants  are  made 
wealthy,  and  the  wealth  and  the  produce  of  other  nations  How 
into  their  treasury. 

From  the  accompanying  lists  it  appears, 

I.  That  Sweden  has  been  deprived  of  the  considerable 
revenues  which  it  used  to  derive  from  those  countries  now 
conquered  by  her  enemies,  from  Liefland,  Ingermanland,  Wi- 
borg,  Stettin,  Bremen,  and  Zweibriicken,  and  which  amounted 
annually  to  several  millions  of  florins,  received  into  the  public 
exchequer,  and  which  thence  flowed  into  the  pockets  of  her 
subjects,  and  thus  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
in  general  and  in  particular.'  But  inasmuch  as  these  con- 
siderable sums  are  no  longer  available,  no  other  means  are 
left  to  make  up  the  deficiency  but  by  improving  the  commerce 
and  developing  the  resources  of  Sweden,  so  that  those  sums 
which  have  been  lost  by  misfortune,  may  be  made  up  again 
by  industry. 

II.  From  these  same  accounts  it  also  appears  that  the 
advantages  that  used  to  result  from  the  trafhc  abroad,  and 
that  used  to  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  our  own  merchants  from 
the  carriage  of  merchandize,  must  now  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  foreigners ;  because  Swedish  ships  have  become  dilapi- 
dated during  the  weary  years  of  war,  and  the  capital  of  our 
business  men  has  been  diminished,  so  that  foreign  merchants 
now  gain  the  whole  profit,  which  Sweden,  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  XI,  with  so  much  difiiculty  and  toil  had  acquired, 
and  whereby  insensibly  many  tons  of  gold  are  lost  annually  to 
the  country. 

III.  There  must  be  also  deducted  here  the  loss  which 
Sweden  must  put  up  with  in  future,  by  being  separated  from 
those  countries  which  were  formerly  incorporated  with  it, 
and  which  were  an  incredible  source  of  gain  and  profit  to 
Swedish  merchants,  who  were  able  to  work  into  one  another's 
hands,  in  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  merchandize  from  the 
various  sea-ports  in  the  Baltic,  without  mentioning  any  other 
than  grain,  hemp,  oak,  pitch,  and  tar,  which  form  an  im- 
portant item  in  the  computation  of  the  balance. 

IV.  From  the  accompanying  lists  it  also  appears  that  the 
most  valuable  property  and  the  surest  source  of  income  which 
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Sweden  has  had  for  a  long  time,  are  its  iron  and  copper  works. 
Iron  brings  annually  from  two  to  three  millions  of  rix-dalers 
into  the  country,  or  in  other  words,  it  pays  for  as  large  a 
quantity  of  goods  as  corresponds  to  that  amount;  copper  yields 
annually  one  million;  whence  it  follows  that  the  country's 
welfare  and  the  balance  of  trade  have  been  based  for  a  long  time 
upon  our  mining  interest,  the  proper  maintenance  of  which 
ought  to  receive  our  most  careful  attention,  since  foreign 
merchants  will  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  gain  the 
profit  which  our  mining  districts  ought  to  yield  to  oiu'  own 
country. 

V.  In  order  to  produce  these  desired  results  it  is 
necessary,  1.  To  obtain  information  respecting  the  condition 
of  the  Swedish  mercantile  marine,  and  to  devise  means  by 
which  it  may  be  gradually  improved,  and  brought  to  its  former 
efficiency;  2.  To  examine  the  nature,  quahty,  and  quantity  of  all 
the  goods  which  are  imported  from  abroad,  and  to  what  extent 
they  are  necessary  and  indispensable  to  us;  so  that  either  the 
excessive  importation  may  be  stopped,  or  the  merchandize  may 
be  imported  more  cheaply  and  with  less  expense  in  its  transport; 
or  that  it  may  be  manufactured  at  home,  whereby  an  unnecessary 
importation  may  be  prevented,  and  the  gain  arising  from  the 
manufacture  of  the  goods  maybe  kept  in  the  land;  3.  To  see 
how  the  works  and  manufactories  in  the  country  may  be 
protected  and  promoted,  so  as  to  produce  better  results  in 
regard  to  cheapness,  quahty,  and  quantity. 

Such  points  with  other  similar  ones  might  be  delegated  to 
the  various  departments  of  the  government,  which  the  Diet 
has  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  country's  affairs 
but  as  tlieir  attention  is  mostly  occupied  with  the  manner  in 
which  this  work  is  carried  on  by  individuals,  and  with  the 
dispensing  of  justice,  there  is  probably  little  time  at  their 
disposal  to  devote  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject  in 
general,  and  in  all  its  bearings  and  parts:  wherefore  the  members 
of  the  Diet  themselves  are  the  only  authority  to  whom  recourse 
can  be  had  in  this  important  matter  on  which  the  welfare  of 
our  whole  posterity  depends. 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 

Stockholm,  February  5,  1723. 
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[To  this  memorial  there  are  added,  in  the  original,  the  two 
lists  referred  to,  but  of  these  we  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  give  a  translation  here.] 

This  memorial  was  read  in  the  Committee  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Diet,  on  Feb.  7,  1723,  and  referred  by  them  to  the 
Committee  on  commercial  affairs;  by  whom  it  was  read  on 
Feb.  23. 


DOCUMENT  169. 

MEIMORIAL  PROPOSING  TO  ABOLISH  THE 

DISTmCTIOJ^^  MADE  IN  MINING  DISTRICTS  IN 

FAVOUR  OF  COPPER  TO  THE  DETRIMENT 

OF  IRON.* 

Sweden  has  been  blessed  over  many  countries  with 
metals  of  various  kinds.  But  when  metals  of  several  kinds 
are  found  in  one  and  the  same  district,  it  has  been  the 
rule  from  olden  times,  to  encourage  the  production  of  the 
nobler  metal  at  the  expense  of  the  less  noble;  so  that 
where  silver  and  copper  occur  in  the  same  locahty,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  above  rule,  which  has  since  become  law, 
silver  must  have  the  preference  over  copper  in  the  use  of  the 
neighbouring  forests  and  estates.  Now,  as  this  rule  is  so 
arbitrary  that  no  other  circumstances  but  the  nobility  of  the 
metal  are  taken  into  consideration,  I  will  therefore  submit  in 
all  humility  some  cases,  by  which  there  will  be  proved,  that 
this  rule  at  times  may  militate  against  the  common  good  of 
the  country.  As  for  instance:  Suppose  a  poor  and  meagre 
copper  or  silver  ore  should  be  discovered  in  a  mountain  district, 
where  iron-mines  are  situated  and  furnaces  have  been  erected, 
by  which  the  whole  district  is  provided  with  iron,  in  this  case 

*  This  Document  is  preserved  in  the  Archives  of  the  College  of  Mines, 
among  the  letters  and  memorials  delegated  to  the  College  of  Mines  by  His 
Majesty,  the  King,  for  the  year  1723. 
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that  ore,  on  account  of  its  nobility,  and  witliout  taking  into 
consideration  the  promotion  of  the  public  weal,  is  able  to  injure 
and  put  aside  works  that  have  been  brought  into  a  proper 
condition;  i.  e.  for  the  sake  of  producing  200  marks  of  fine 
silver  the  production  of  2000  skeiJimnd  of  iron  is  prevented, 
which  is  equivalent  to  losing  eight  dalers  for  one,  even  though 
you  may  be  assured  that  foreign  merchants  are  willing  to  pay 
from  fourteen  to  fifteen  thousand  fine  marks  in  native  silver 
and  in  the  same  noble  metal  for  2000  skeppund  of  iron. 

Again,  if  near  the  mines  of  the  Great  Copper-mountain 
(Stora  Kopparberget,)  a  large  mountain  of  weak  silver  ore  should 
be  discovered,  from  which  from  six  to  ten  thousand  marks  of 
fine  silver  could  be  obtained,  at  the  same  cost  at  which  they 
are  now  got  out  of  the  great  mine;  yet  on  account  of  the 
above-mentioned  rule  we  should  be  obliged  to  protect  the 
nobler  metal,  and  so  put  the  ignoble  on  one  side,  although 
we  were  assured,  that  a  foreign  merchant  would  be  wilUng-  to 
furnish  from  eight  to  ten  times  as  much  silver  of  the  same 
purity  as  the  above  for  the  copper  which  that  large  work  turns 
out  every  year. 

Now,  as  such  an  absolute  rule  might  do  from  ten  to  a 
hundred  times  more  damage  every  year  than  it  can  do  good, 
it  is  submitted  to  the  mature  consideration  of  the  Diet,  whether 
it  is  not  necessary  to  hmit  the  said  rule  in  certain  particulars, 
so  that  the  nobleness  of  a  metal  be  not  considered  exclusively, 
but  also  the  public  good,  i.  e.  all  those  particulars  and  circum- 
stances by  which  it  may  be  shown,  that  one  work  will  profit 
the  country  in  time  more  than  the  other,  or  that  the  work 
itself  is  noble,  and  the  metal  in  comparison  with  it  ignoble. 
Otherwise  there  is  danger  of  the  country  losing  many  tons 
of  gold  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  getting  an  eighth  part 
out  of  a  metal  which  is  of  a  nobler  quality.  This  seems  to 
be  too  unequal  a  distinction  between  the  different  metals  in 
the  general  economy  of  the  country,  and  one  which  is  too 
costly  and  altogether  excessive. 

Eman.  Swedenborg. 

Stockholm,  February  18,  1723. 
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[This  memorial  was  read  in  the  Committee  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Diet,  February  20,  1723.  By  tliat  Committee  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mining  matters,  which  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Diet,  and  before  this  Committee  it  was  read 
on  March  1,  1723.] 


DOCUMENT  170. 

MEMORIAL  IN  FAVOUR  OF  ENCOURAGING  THE 
PRODUCTION  OF  IRON  IN  SWEDEN* 

In  the  instruction  issued  by  the  Committee  on  Instructions 
to  be  given  to  governmental  departments  and  the  governors 
of  provinces,  which  was  communicated  to  the  Royal  College 
of  Mines  on  the  15th  inst.,  and  which  has  also  been  submitted 
for  approval  to  the  Diet,  it  was  ordered  and  commanded, 
that  the  above-named  College  should  take  all  due  care  and 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  mining  districts,  but  that  it  should 
take  especial  interest  in  the  copper  and  silver  works,  as 
being  nobler  and  more  precious,  and  as  being  of  the  same  im- 
portance as  the  welfare  of  the  country  itself.  The  iron-works, 
on  the  other  hand,  as  consisting  of  less  noble  metals  and  being 
of  less  consequence,  were  spoken  of  in  less  careful  and  less 
honourable  terms,  it  being  added  that  these  latter,  as  opportu- 
nity occurred,  must  yield  preference  and  pre-eminence  to  the 
former.  Induced,  however,  by  weighty  reasons,  I  venture  to 
place  before  the  right  honourable  members  of  the  Diet  some 
arguments  proving  that  the  Swedish  iron  districts  deserve  the 
same  high  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Diet  as  the 
copper-mining  districts,  as  well  as  the  same  fostering  and 
untiring  care  and  protection. 

1.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Swedish  iron-mines  produce 
or  yield  to  the  country  from  250  to  270,000  skepimnd  of  iron, 

*  The  original  copy  of  this  memorial  is  preserved  in  the  Archives  of 
the  College  of  INIines,  among  the  Letters  from  the  King  for  the  year  1723. 
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which,  according  to  present  prices,  are  worth  from  forty-eight  to 
fifty  tons  of  gold  in  dalers  of  silver,  so  that  the  public,  or  the 
country  in  general  derives  yearly  from  its  iron-mines  a  capital 
or  a  revenue  of  upwards  of  fifty  tons  of  gold. 

2.  From  this  the  crown  derives  about  six  tons  of  gold  by 
the  tithes  it  receives  from  the  forges,  by  free  and  compulsory 
tolls,  and  by  other  taxes  that  are  raised  immediately  at  the  mines. 

3.  Sea-ports  and  inland-towns,  by  bridge-tolls,  weighers, 
carriers,  freight,  storage  and  commission  dues,  receive  about 
two  tons  of  gold. 

4.  The  community  at  large,  by  the  many  thousands  of 
persons  who  are  fed,  and  whose  families  are  sustained  by  this 
interest,  as  well  by  selling  wood  and  coal,  and  by  cartage,  as 
by  working  in  the  forests,  in  the  mines,  at  the  iron  furnaces 
and  forges,  receive  as  their  share  about  fifteen  tons  of  gold, 
without  counting  the  shares  owned  by  communities  themselves 
in  mines  and  iron-works. 

5.  The  merchants  who  supply  the  mining  districts  with  salt, 
fish,  tobacco,  clothing,  etc.,  and  the  farmers  who  provide  it 
with  grain  and  other  produce  of  their  farms,  derive  annually 
about  twenty  tons  of  gold:  which  causes  a  good  deal  of  stir 
and  bustle  in  the  traffic  and  trade  of  the  country. 

6.  The  remaining  gains,  which  flow  into  the  pockets  of  the 
mine-owners,  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they  remain  in  the 
country,  and  are  invested  in  carrying  on  and  sustaining  the 
production  of  iron;  partly  also  they  are  used  in  working  up 
the  crude  metal  into  more  valuable  forms,  and  contribute 
consequently  to  the  public  revenue  and  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country. 

7.  Now,  inasmuch  as  the  Swedish  iron  districts  are  in- 
strumental in  bringing  into  the  country  about  fifty  tons  of 
gold,  either  in  cash,  or  else  in  the  form  of  merchandize;  and 
as  this  is  distributed  among  the  public  in  the  form  just  stated, 
and  as  it  keeps  thereby  our  foreign  and  inland  trade  in  con- 
stant stir  and  activity,  and  also  causes  the  copper  to  remain 
in  the  land,  we  are  certainly  justified  in  concluding  thence 
that  the  welfare  of  these  mining  districts  has  as  strong  a  claim 
on  the  favourable  notice  and  judgment  of  the  members  of  this 
Diet,  as  that  of  those  mining  districts  where  the  so-called  nobler 
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metals  are  produced,  and  that  the  protection  of  the  iron  interest 
deserves  to  be  commended  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Mines  in  much  stronger  terms,  than  seems  to  have 
been  done  in  the  above-mentioned  instruction. 

8.  The  copper-mines,  on  the  other  hand,  are  capable  of 
annually  producing  to  the  public  8000  sJiep'pund  of  copper, 
yielding-  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  tons  of  gold,  which  is  about  one- 
third  of  what  the  country  derives  annually  from  its  iron-mines. 
Still,  with  respect  to  the  works  at  Fahlun,  which  are  the 
most  important  and  the  noblest  in  the  country,  they  ought 
to  be  most  carefully  protected  and  cherished;  yet  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  iron-works. 

9.  It  is  therefore  my  humble  opinion  that  the  Royal  College  of 
Mines  ought  not,  by  the  above-named  instruction,  to  be  empowered 
to  make  a  distinction  and  to  establish  exceptional  rules,  in  favour  of 
one  kind  of  mines  at  the  expense  of  others,  simply  because  the 
metals  they  produce  are  called  nobler,  and  seem  to  be  of  a  nobler 
pedigree  and  genealogy ;  that  the  Royal  College,  on  the  contrary,  be 
instructed  to  have  regard  to  the  merit  and  importance  of  a  work 
in  respect  to  the  public  good;  that  it  ought,  therefore,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  nobihty  of  the  work,  even  though  its 
metal  may  be  of  a  lower  order.  But  this  may  be  placed  in  a 
clearer  light  by  an  example :  if  for  instance,  a  meagre  silver 
vein,  which  might  yield  annually  200  marks  of  silver,  should 
be  discovered  in  proximity  to  an  ii'on-mine  which  produces 
annually  2000  skei^yund  of  iron,  and  if,  in  this  case,  the  nobler 
metal  should  have  the  preference  over  the  more  common,  this 
would  seem  to  be  entirely  uncalled  for,  inasmuch  as  the 
2000  skepimnd  of  iron  would  be  productive,  not  only  of  200, 
but  even  of  1500  marks  of  the  same  fine  and  native  silver. 

10.  Hence  it  appears  doubtful  whether  these  metals,  on  the 
mere  consideration  of  their  being  nobler,  ought  to  have  a  prefer- 
ence, and  whether  the  other  metals  ought  to  be  neglected  on 
their  account,  as  seems  to  be  the  drift  of  the  said  instruction. 
Moreover  it  is  well  to  be  considered  whether  in  this  case 
there  is  not  a  mistake  made  in  computation  and  in  poli- 
tical economy,  by  which  the  public  will  lose  many  tons  of 
gold,  with  no  other  compensation  than  that  it  will  obtain  the 
eighth  or  ninth  part  back  again,  by  working  a  metal  which 
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belongs  to  a  higher  class,  and  has  a  nobler  name  and  a  more 
high-soimding  title.  All  of  which  is  submitted  in  all  humility  to 
the  mature  deliberation  of  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Diet. 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Stocldiolm,  May,   1723. 

[This  memorial  was  read  before  the  full  House  of  Nobles 
on  May  22,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Instructions. 

It  was  discussed  also  at  the  College  of  Mines  on  May  24th, 
during  Swedenborg's  absence.  The  members  of  the  College  were 
opposed  to  the  change  proposed  by  Swedenborg,  and  they  in- 
structed Assessor  Bergenstierna^^^  to  oppose  the  motion  orally 
in  the  Diet.      See   Section  Y,    Document  154  A] 


DOCUMENT  171. 

MEMORIAL  IN  FAVOUR  OF  ESTABLISHHSTG 
ROLLINa-MILLS  IN  SWEDEN.* 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  for  a  country  to  promote 
mechanical  works  and  manufactures,  especially  those  for  which 
the  crude  material  is  at  hand:  for  by  such  works  tile  common 
material  is  ennobled,  and  commands  a  better  price,  and  the 
public  derive  benefit  and  advantage  from  it.  It  is  well-known 
throughout  the  whole  world  that  no  country  has  better 
opportunities  for  establishing  manufactories  of  iron  than 
Sweden;  yet  it  is  a  source  of  regret  to  many,  that  we  desire 
and  hope  for  the  establishment  of  manufactories,  without 
doing  anything  to  encourage  and  foster  them.  It  is  therefore 
my  humble  desire  to  propose  a  plan  in  which  a  way  to  establish 
and  encourage  such  works  is  pointed  out,  so  that  they  may 
not  only  be  founded,  but  may  also  increase  in  power  and  im- 

*  This  memorial  is  preserved  in  the  Archives  of  the  College  of  Mines 
among  the  letters  and  rescripts  from  the  King  for  the  year  1725. 
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portance.     For   this   purpose  I  desire  to   state  the  following 
points : 

1.  Many  thousand  tons  of  Swedish  pig-iron  are  annually 
shipped,  with  great  expense  in  freight  and  custom-house  duties, 
to  Holland,  whence  it  is  re-shipped  inland  to  Sauerland  and 
Liege,  where  it  is  broken  up,  rolled,  and  converted  into  4,  6, 
10  to  12  iron  rods  or  bars,  or  converted  into  sheet-iron. 
Afterwards  it  is  earned  back  to  Holland,  and  conveyed  thence 
to  many  places  in  Europe,  where  it  is  sold  with  great  profit: 
80  that  our  Swedish  iron  must  in  this  manner  be  ennobled  in 
Brabant,  and  yield  them  a  handsome  income,  which  we,  with 
tmall  expense  and  industry,  might  keep  at  home. 

2.  Such  iron,  as  has  been  worked  up  by  rolling  mills 
into  rods  and  other  fine  articles  and  forms,  promotes  all 
sorts  of  small  manufactories,  whereby  time,  labour,  and  expense 
are  saved;  these  rods  and  other  articles  being  the  medium 
between  the  coarse  Swedish  iron  and  the  various  manufactories 
of  whatever  kind  they  may  be. 

3.  Iron  thus  worked  up  is  in  the  form  required  by  the 
various  blacksmiths,  locksmiths,  etc.,  who  expend  much  money 
in  having  the  various  sorts  prepared  for  themselves;  so  that 
manufactories  as  well  as  the  various  smaller  workers  in  iron 
are  benefited  thereby,  and  the  country  itself  gains  an  immense 
advantage,  and  has  the  prices  lowered  at  the  same  time. 

4.  A  great  deal  of  the  iron  thus  obtained  is  used  up  in 
the  country  itself,  but  what  is  not  required  for  domestic  con- 
sumption can  be  shipped  to  other  parts  of  Europe  and  ad- 
vantageously sold  there.  Of  this  we  may  be  the  better  assured, 
inasmuch  as  the  greater  part  of  the  rolled  iron  which  is  sent 
out  of  Liege,  consists  of  the  iron  of  Liege  and  Brabant,  which 
many  nations  are  compelled  to  use  for  want  of  a  better  iron, 
although  it  is  cold-short  and  brittle.  But  if  Sweden  would 
furnish  the  same  sort  of  iron  rods  and  sheeting,  the  inferior 
iron  would  be  scorned  and  sink  in  price,  while  tlie  better  would 
rise.  This  may  be  proved  ])y  those  who  execute  commissions 
abroad. 

If  the  gentlemen  of  the  Diet  would  be  inclined  to  promote 
the  establishment  of  such  a  work,  and  thereby  lay  a  founda- 
tion for  manufactories  of  iron  in  Sweden,  you  will  please  to 

31 
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grant  privileges  and  exemptions  to  those  who  set  up  such 
works.  Perhaps  the  Eoyal  College  of  Mines  will  submit 
propositions  to  you  about  the  privileges  to  be  granted,  whereby 
such  works  may  be  promoted,  and  be  put  into  a  proper  con- 
dition. 

The  accompanying  drawing  exhibits  the  machine  which  is 
in  use  abroad.  Two  furnaces  will  be  required  to  feed  the 
machine  Avith  40  skeppund  of  iron  per  day,  or  with  8000  to 
10000  skepimnd  during  the  whole  year,  for  which  skillfid 
workmen  will  be  required;  from  12  to  14  stigar  of  coal  will  be 
consumed  per  day;  and  the  cost  for  each  skeppund  of  iron 
will  be  6  marks.  A  part  of  the  produce  will  be  used  for  nails, 
rods,  steel  wire,  gratings,  etc.;  while  another  part  will  meet  the 
demand  of  the  blacksmiths,  locksmiths,  etc. 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  April  11,  1723. 

[This  memorial  was  read  before  the  Committee  on  the  business 
of  the  Diet  on  April  20,  1723;  by  them  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Mining  and  Commerce,  where  it  was  read  on 
May  7.  By  the  Diet  it  was  referred  to  the  King  by  whom 
it  was  submitted  to  the  College  of  Mines  and  to  that  of 
Commerce  on  Aug.  10,  1725.  It  arrived  in  the  College  of 
Mines,  Aug.  23,  1725,  and  was  filed  for  future  reference,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1726. 

This  memorial  is  accompanied  by  a  description  of  a 
drawing,  but  the  drawing  itself  no  longer  exists;  wherefore 
we  did  not  consider  it  worth  while  to  translate  the  description.] 
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IklEMORIAL   TO    THE  SECRET   COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  NOBLES  ON  THE  BIPOLIOY 

OF  DECLARING  WAR  AGAINST  RUSSIA.* 


[In  order  to  understand  the  object  of  this  memorial  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  clear  view  of  the  contemporaneous  history 
of  Sweden  and  other  countries  about  the  year  1734. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  XII  all  true  patriots  saw 
the  necessity  of  curtaihng  the  royal  power  in  Sweden,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  Swedish  kings  from  plunging  the 
country  into  any  new  wars.  From  the  year  1719  to  1772, 
which  is  called  the  period  of  Sweden's  freedom,  the  executive 
power  was  vested  in  the  Privy  Council,  of  which  Count  Arvid 
Horn'"*  was  the  President  until  1737.  Of  the  party-spirit 
prevailing  during  his  administration,  and  Avhich  induced  him 
finally  to  resign  the  government  in  1737,  Fryxell  gives  us 
the  following  description,  in  his  "Berattelser  ur  Svenska  His- 
torien,"  part  29,  p.  187: 

"After  the  death  of  Charles,  the  executive  power  rested 
for  a  considerable  time  in  the  hands  of  Arvid  Horn,  against 
whom  a  party  rose  consisting  partly  of  ambitious  men,  men  of 
the  future,  who  desired  to  supplant  him  and  his  friends,  and 
partly  of  patriots,  who  desired  to  revive  Sweden's  warlike 
spirit,  and  to  reconquer  the  Baltic  provinces  which  it  had  lost; 
a  desire  which  their  ardour  and  imagination  led  them  even  to 

*  This  memorial  is  preserved  among  the  Swedenhorg  MSS.  in  the 
Librai-y  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  Vol.  5(5,  of  the  "Riksdagsskrifter," 
leaves  1 — 6. 

31* 
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hope  they  might  realize.  The  leader  of  that  party  was  Karl 
Gyllenborg,^''  formerly  the  friend  and  colleague  of  Gortz/^  (the 
favourite  minister  of  Charles,)  and  now  the  antagonist  of  Horn, 
and  the  next  in  power  was  Karl  Gustav  Tessin,^^  whose  father. 
Nikodemus,  had  also  been  a  sort  of  colleague  of  Gortz,  hut 
who  was  obhged  to  resign,  when  Horn  took  the  reins.  One  of 
the  means  which  that  party  employed  to  lower  Horn  who  was 
inclined  for  peace,  in  the  public  estimation,  was  to  endeavour 
to  kindle  the  j)opular  hatred  against  Russia,  by  speaking  in 
grandiloquent  terms  about  the  warlike  honour  of  Sweden,  and 
her  power  of  regaining  all  that  she  had  been  robbed  of  by 
that  nation.  War,  and  war  against  Russia,  was  the  watchword 
at  that  time,  and  the  mark  of  an  honest  Swedish  patriot. 
Horn  and  his  friends  were  spoken  of  as  superannuated  old  fogies, 
who  sought  rest  and  tranquillity  in  theii'  "night  caps."  They 
ought  to  make  room,  it  was  said,  for  a  younger,  more  active 
generation,  who  had  the  courage  both  to  conquer  honour  and 
the  enemy,  who  were  brave  at  heart,  and  who  wore  on  their 
heads  "hats,"  the  emblems  of  freedom.  To  inflame  this  dis- 
position they  thought  they  had  no  more  powerful  means  than 
to  exalt  the  glory  of  Charles  XII.  His  personal  failings, 
his  detrimental  reign,  the  battles  he  lost,  and  the  sufferings 
he  caused,  were  all  forgotten,  and  his  shinmg  victories,  his 
great  virtue,   and  the  courage  and  hardihood  he  displayed  in 

the  face  of  the  enemy  were  extolled The  veneration  for 

the  memory  of  Charles  XII.  was  even  heightened  when,  at  the 
same  time,  a  powerful  party  arose  whose  object  it  was  to 
re-instate  on  the  Polish  throne  Stanislaus  Leczinsky,^^^  the 
favourite  of  Charles." 

Stanislaus^^^  had  been  elected  King  of  Poland  in  1704, 
under  the  influence  of  Charles  XII,  after  the  latter  had 
conquered  Augustus  II  in  1703;  but  Stanislaus  was  able  to 
continue  his  reign  only  until  1709,  when  Charles  XII  was 
defeated  at  Pultawa.  After  the  death  of  Charles,  by  an  invita- 
tion of  the  French  court  he  went  to  Weissenburg  in  Alsace, 
where  his  daughter  was  married  in  1723  to  Louis  XV,  King  of 
France.  In  1733,  on  the  decease  of  Augustus  II,  Stanislaus 
Leczinsky  was  again  proclaimed  King  of  Poland  by  a  faction 
of  the  PoHsh  nobility,  and  his  claim  was  very  strongly  supported 
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by  France,  Spain,  and  Sardinia;  while  Russia,  in  conjunction  with 
Austria,  dechired  in  favour  of  Augustus  III,  the  son  of  Augustus  II. 
It  was  at  this  juncture  that  France  sought  to  obtain  the  co- 
operation of  Sweden,  by  prevaihng  upon  her  to  send  auxiliary 
troops  to  Poland.  Hitherto  the  government  of  Sweden  had  been 
in  favour  of  the  French  alhance,  but,  at  the  Diet  of  1734,  Horn, 
with  the  vicAv  of  preserving  peace,  changed  his  views  and 
abandoned  that  alh'ance,  which  was  eagerly  taken  up  by 
Gyllenborg's  party,  whose  hands  were  strengthened  by  General 
Lewenhaupt,^^^  who  had  been  one  of  Horn's  adherents,  and 
by  many  officers  who  hoped  to  obtain  promotion  by  the 
war.  Jiut  the  party  of  peace  was  as  yet  too  strong,  especially 
as  they  had  the  King  on  their  side,  and  so  the  policy  of  the 
"hats"  did  not  succeed  at  the  Diet  of  1734.  It  was  at  that 
Diet  that  the  following  memorial  was  brought  before  the 
Secret  Committee  of  the  Diet  (Sekreta  UtsJwttet)  by  Emanuel 
Swedenborg-,  in  which  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  an 
offensive  and  defensive  alliance  with  France  are  set  forth  in 
a  masterly  manner.  There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
this  memorial  exerted  a  great  influence  in  the  Secret  Committee 
of  the  Diet,  of  which  Swedenborg  was  a  member,  and  that  it 
was  partly  due  to  his  influence  that  his  country  was  saved, 
for  six  years  longer,  from  the  horrors  of  war,  and,  what  was 
of  still  greater  consequence  to  the  Swedes,  from  the  humilia- 
tion of  disastrous  defeat.  In  1738,  however,  the  party  of 
the  "hats"  had  become  so  powerful,  that  they  succeeded 
in  getting  the  reins  of  government  into  their  hands,  and 
Count  Horn  and  his  friends,  or  the  party  of  the  "caps,"  were 
obliged  to  resign.  In  1739,  Count  C.  Gyllenborg^'^  succeeded 
Count  Horn  as  President  of  the  Coiu-t  of  Chancery,  and  soon 
after  General  Lewenhaupt^^^  assumed  the  supreme  command  of 
the  army.  In  1741,  war  was  declared  against  Russia,  which 
resulted  very  disastrously  for  the  Swedes,  as  in  the  peace  of 
Abo,  in  1743,  they  were  compelled  to  cede  to  Russia  a  great 
part  of  Finland — to  the  river  Hymene.  They  were  likewise 
compelled  to  accept  as  the  heir-apparent  of  Sweden  Duke 
Adolphus  Frederic"  of  Holstein,  a  near  relative  of  the  Empress  of 
Russia.  General  Lewenhaupt,  however,  was  condemned  to  death 
for  his  non-success  in  tlie  Avar.     All  of  which  puts  in  a  clear 
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light  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  which  Sw^edenhorg  so  strongly 
recommended  in  the  following  memorial:] 

1.  In  declaring  war,  not  only  one  year,  or  the  existing 
state  of  circumstances,  but  from  ten  to  twenty  years,  or  the 
whole  series  of  consequences  that  may  arise,  must  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Should  we  be  unfortunate,  we  may  be 
very  sure  that  Prussia  will  covet  the  remaining  portion  of 
Pomerania,  that  Denmark  will  claim  Schonen,  and  Russia 
the  whole  of  Finland,  and  that  to  bring  this  about  all  the 
powers  lying  nearest  to  us  will  lend  a  helping  hand. 

Should  mischief  be  brewing,  or  w^ar  be  declared,  Eussia 
wiU  certainly  not  fail  to  harass  our  freedom,  to  speculate  upon 
our  right  of  succession,  and  cause  thereby  more  trouble  to 
Sweden  than  can  beforehand  be  imagined.  Perhaps,  also, 
some  may  hope  to  catch  fish  in  the  troubled  waters,  and 
their  secret  desire  for  war  may  thereby  be  strengthened. 

2.  It  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration  that  Sweden 
is  no  longer  the  formidable  powder  it  w^as  in  former  times, 
that  we  have  fewer  men  to  serve  in  our  army,  and  that  it 
is  generally  known  we  have  not  the  pecuniary  means  by  which 
to  sustain  a  protracted  war. 

If  the  seat  of  war  should  be  in  a  foreign  land,  it  is  yet 
customary  to  fit  out  ourselves  by  our  own  means :  moreover,  we 
could  not  claim  anything  from  Poland,  as  we  w^ould  come  to 
them  as  friends. 

From  France,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  not  much  to  be 
expected,  since  they  require  their  own  means,  even  if  they  should 
succeed  in  their  undertaking,  and  still  more  if  they  should 
prove  unfortunate.  They  would  not  be  wanting  in  promises; 
Imt  in  carrying  on  war  present  help  is  of  more  consequence 
than  a  mere  promise  of  assistance. 

3.  Russia,  also,  is  more  formidable  now  than  she  was 
in  former  years;  inasmuch  as,  on  the  one  hand,  she  has 
become  more  poAverful  by  the  advantage  she  has  gained  over 
Sweden,  and  has  been  provided  with  better  materials  for  her 
army  from  the  conquered  provinces ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Russians  themselves  are  also  better  trained,  and  are  more 
like  Europeans  in  their  military  tactics,  and  they  are  officered 
by   others   than   mere    native  Russians.      From    all   w^liich   it 
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follows,    tliat   we    can  no  longer   calculate    on  the    same    ad- 
vantages as  formerly. 

4.  Sweden  has  owed  her  good  fortune,  hoth  m  Poland  and 
against  the  Russians,  to  the  circumstance  that  our  kings  have 
been  with  the  army,  and  that  they  have  encouraged  by  their 
own  example  our  Swedish  soldiers;  and  that  such  has  been 
the  case,  from  the  time  of  King  Gustavus,  with  all  his 
descendants  to  Charles  XII :  But  that  the  Swedish  sol- 
diers are  not  any  better  than  other  soldiers,  when  they  are 
not  led  by  the  King  himself,  can  be  seen  from  the  death  of 
the  late  King  in  NorAvay;  and  by  other  examples  since — so 
that  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  with  the  same  good  fortune 
as  we  have  had  before. 

5.  Moreover,  it  does  not  seem  proper  that  we  should  act 
indirectly  against  ourselves:  that,  on  the  one  hand,  we  should 
send  an  auxiliary  force  or  a  contingent  against  France,  and, 
on  the  other,  act  indirectly  with  her;  so  that  really  with  one 
hand  we  should  seek  her  ruin,  and  with  the  other  endeavour 
to  support  her;  that,  therefore,  we  should  wish  on  the  one 
hand  that  France  should  suffer,  and  on  the  other  that  she 
sliould  have  the  advantage — Avhen  yet  its  advantage  is  so 
closely  connected  with  our  own,  by  Russia's  alliance  with  the 
Emperor,  that  in  Sweden  we  ought  to  regard  only  that  ad- 
vantage upon  which  our  own  depends. 

6.  That  we  should  recover  Livonia  would,  indeed,  be  a 
great  advantage;  yet  I  consider  it  a  still  greater  advantage 
that  Sweden  does  not  now  possess  it;  wherefore  great  caution 
ought  to  be  used  in  this  matter. 

My  reason  is,  that  as  long  as  Sweden  held  it  there  was 
always  danger  of  her  being  involved  in  war  with  its  neighbours, 
and  of  being  attacked;  so  that  she  had  always  to  be  on  her 
guard  as  well  against  Russia  as  against  Poland  and  others: 
while  now,  there  is  no  danger  at  all  that  any  one  will  attack 
us  offensively,  inasmuch  as  we  have  already  given  away  what 
might  embroil  us  with  our  neighbours. 

A  war,  or  the  outfitting  of  an  army  and  navy,  would  draw 
more  money  out  of  Sweden's  treasury,  than  Livonia  has  brought 
into  it  for  many  years. 
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If  Sweden  remain-  neutral,  the  harm  that  has  been  akeady 
done  may  be  replaced  by  wise  economy,  by  encouraging  mines 
and  commerce,  and  by  the  profit  which  Swedish  merchants 
would  derive  from  other  powers  being  involved  in  war.  It  is 
most  certain  that  under  existing  circumstances  the  country 
will  gain  by  these  means  much  more  than  Livonia  could  bring 
in  for  many  years;  and  that  by  employing  a  constant  time  of 
peace  for  setting  her  economy  and  commerce  in  order,  she 
will  be  compensated  for  all  she  has  lost  in  her  provinces:  for 
the  wealth  of  a  country  does  not  depend  upon  the  largeness 
of  its  extent,  and  the  number  of  its  provinces,  but  upon  the 
flourishing  state  of  its  commerce.  And  as  there  is  no  fear 
now  of  our  being  attacked  offensively,  we  can  increase  our 
commerce  and  traffic,  and  can  cultivate  our  land;  and  there- 
by render  ourselves  formidable,  and  in  this  particular  we  should 
act  on  the  same  principles  as  they  do  in  Holland. 

7.  In  declaring  war  now,  or  in  involving  ourselves  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  may  be  looked  upon  indirectly  as  a 
declaration  of  war  or  an  offensive  movement,  we  should  do  so 
without  the  appearance  of  our  having  a  sufiicient  cause  for  it. 
A  pretended  cause  can  always  be  found;  yet  if  we  should 
flatter  ourselves  with  the  justice  of  our  cause,  many  would 
see  that  this  was  really  nothing  else  than  a  breach  of  peace 
with  Russia  under  a  pretext. 

It  is  an  unusual  thing  also  for  Sweden  to  break  alliances  or  a 
treaty  of  peace,  or  to  begin  an  offensive  war;  and  but  few  examples 
will  be  found  in  Sweden's  history  of  her  having  commenced  a 
war  offensively,  although  several  where  she  took  part  defensively. 

8.  "With  respect  of  its  being  a  point  of  honour  that  we  should 
maintain  the  Polish  election,  this  is  a  matter  where  we  ought 
to  take  no  part  whatever;  as  Sweden  is  not  the  guarantee  of 
the  elections  in  Poland:  besides,  we  are  not  obliged  by  any 
treaty  to  sustain  them  in  their  election.  The  greatest  honour 
seems  to  consist  in  oui-  acquiring  a  position  of  respect  by  wise 
economy,  and  in  endeavouring  to  enrich  our  land,  when  we 
shall  be  as  much  respected  as  Holland  and  England,  who 
maintain  their  honour  among  the  great  powers  of  Europe 
entirely  by  such  means;  yea,  their  essential  honour  seems  to 
be  founded  upon  this. 
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9.  With  respect  to  alliances,  the  Secret  Committee  Avill 
perhaps  examine  how  far  we  can  afford  to  send  auxiliary  troops, 
or  how  far,  if  Sweden  considers  herself  hound  to  do  this,  it 
may  he  done  without  involving  ourselves  in  the  general  war.; 
moreover,  they  Avill  exercise  care,  so  that  no  alliances  and  no 
treaties  with  the  countries  concerned  he  violated.  To  nothing 
like  this  can  I  give  my  consent  in  this  matter;  for  I  think  the 
whole  of  it  ought  to  he  further  inquired  into  by  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances,  or,  hy  some  em- 
phatic proposals  made  to  the  Russian  court,  we  ought  to 
settle  both  matters  together. 

10.  That  the  present  conjuncture  of  affairs  is  such  as  to 
hold  out  a  fair  promse,  I  on  my  part,  for  the  reasons  stated 
above,  cannot  see.  There  are,  indeed,  some  apparent  ad- 
vantages hy  which  we  might  be  induced  to  take  part  in  the 
proposed  movement;  but  if  any  reverses  should  happen,  such 
a  conjuncture  would  arise  as  would  render  Sweden  more  unfor- 
tunate than  she  has  ever  been. 

And  as  all  depends  upon  the  providence  of  the  Highest, 
in  a  few  years  some  better  conjuncture  may  be  discovered, 
so  that  Russia  may  be  attacked  on  some  other  side,  or  be 
disturbed  interiorly,  which  Avuuld  result  in  a  much  greater 
advantage ;  for  instance,  if  we  should  only  now  make  such 
proposals  to  the  llussian  court,  that  Sweden,  by  receiving  an 
adverse  answer  and  a  refusal,  would  thereby  be  justified,  on 
such  a  conjuncture  arising,  in  beginning  an  affair  in  which  Sweden 
would  be  the  offended  party,  for  which  contingency  even  now 
preparations  might  be  made. 

11.  The  argument,  that  Sweden  is  thought  by  other  nations 
to  be  so  exhausted  and  in  such  a  condition,  that  for  that 
reason  and  from  being  afraid,  she  does  not  venture  to  take 
part  in  the  movement,  is  no  reason  in  itself  for  commencing 
a  war,  which  might  possibly  reduce  the  country  to  such  a 
condition,  that  what  is  now  a  mere  assertion,  might  prove  to 
be  a  fact;  but  as  even  then  this  would  be  an  assertion  without  a 
sufficient  foundation,  there  would  still  be  many,  at  least  fully 
one  half  of  those  in  Europe,  who  hold  the  opposite  view,  who 
do  not  like  Sweden  to  engage  herself  in  saving  her  honour  l)y 
a  mere  process  of  reasoning,    supported  by  such  a  fact,  when 
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she  can  save  it  in  a  much  better  way  by  thrift,  and  an  im- 
provement throughout  the  country:  for  putting  oneself  into 
training  and  commencing  a  war,  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  one  is  not  afraid,  even  when  this  is  feasible,  is 
no  proof  or  argument  in  the  case  of  a  nation  that  need  not 
fear  in  any  case  to  be  attacked  by  its  neighbours,  and  which 
is  well  known  to  be  able  to  defend  itself  against  those  by  whom 
it  may  be  attacked. 

To  attack  any  one,  simply  to  show  that  one  possesses  strength 
and  courage,  is  false  glory ;  but  to  defend  oneself  bravely  when 
attacked  is  true  glory.  If  that  should  be  made  a  cause  of  war, 
and  if  reverses  should  happen,  there  is  scarcely  any  one  who 
would  not  explain  this  to  his  disadvantage;  it  is  different  if 
you  act  on  the  defensive. 

If  a  balance  is  drawn  between  the  great  advantage  that 
might  possibly  arise  from  a  war,  and  that  which  results  from 
neutrality,  I,  for  my  own  humble  part,  can  see  an  immensely 
greater  advantage  on  the  side  of  the  latter;  if  you  are  but 
willing  to  stretch  your  thought  beyond  the  immediate  present. 

Neighbouring  nations  will  always  be  afraid  of  us,  when  they 
witness  our  thrift  and  prosperity  at  home ;  when  they  see  that 
we  are  out  of  debt,  that  our  army  is  in  good  condition,  that 
the  arsenals  and  the  regimental  strong-boxes  are  well-filled,  and, 
finally,  when  they  see  the  various  Houses  of  our  Diet  in  unity, 
and  our  country  fortified  in  this  wise,  which  is  better  than  in 
any  other  manner.  All  this  cannot  be  hidden,  and  the  effect  of  it 
will  be  that  no  one  will  think  that  we  are  not  in  condition,  or  that 
we  are  afraid  to  have  anything  to  do  with  one  or  two  powers, 
if  there  be  necessity. 

12.  That  at  the  present  conjuncture,  when  Russia  allies 
herself  with  the  Emperor,  and  France  and  Spain  ally  themselves 
against  them,  it  would  seem  as  if  Sweden's  interest  demanded 
a  closer  approximation  to  France,  we  admit,  and  also  that  it 
seems  required  that  we  should  assist  France;  inasmuch  as  Russia 
by  this  arrangement  renders  herself  more  formidable  to  Sweden 
and  will  be  still  more  so,  should  a  different  one  from  him,  who 
would  we  hope  hold  the  balance  against  Russia,  ascend  the 
Polish  throne.  With  respect  to  Russia,  she  is  indeed  rendered 
more  powerful  thereby  in  regard  to  Sweden,  both  on  the  side  of 
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the  Roman  Empire  and  or  that  of  Poland,  and  perhaps  by  the 
fall  of  Dantzic  she  will  make  herself  ruler  of  the  commerce  in  the 
Baltic,  and  so  forth.  Still  it  is  to  he  remembered  on  the  other 
side,  1.  that  these  alliances  cannot  be  broken  up  without  their 
uniting  to  keep  Sweden  ahvays  in  such  a  condition,  that  she 
could  not  furnish  any  aid  to  France.  With  all  the  advantage 
that  we  might  possibly  gain,  I  cannot  but  see  that  it  will  be 
a  constant  source  of  trouble  to  us,  inasmuch  as  the  whole 
German  Empire  will  be  better  off  with  the  liussian  alliance, 
and  \vith  Sweden  shorn  of  her  strength.  They  would  rather 
see  Russia  than  Sweden  powerful,  especially  the  German 
Empire,  •  so  that  they  will  constantly  conspire  to  bring  this 
about;  so  much  so,  that  if  Sweden  should  achieve  any 
successes,  they  would  be  a  constant  source  of  temptation  to 
them  to  endeavour  to  reduce  us  to  such  a  condition,  that  they 
may  reap  the  advantage  of  their  alliance  with  Russia  and 
Poland.  Should  they,  however,  under  existing  circumstances, 
feel  a  desire  to  trouble  Sweden  by  an  ofi'ensive  warfare,  we 
should  be  ever  prepared  to  defend  ourselves,  and  thereby  to 
balance  the  power  of  Russia  in  the  Baltic.  With  respect  to 
Poland  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  it 
even  during  the  life-time  of  King  Stanislaus  ;^^^  for  as  long  as 
the  war  is  carried  on,  no  support  can  come  from  it,  because 
it  is  too  much  exhausted;  and  if  there  should  be  peace,  even 
then  we  should  not  be  able  to  profit  much  by  it,  inasmuch  as 
peace  and  tranquillity  would  only  last  during  his  life-time,  and 
afterwards  things  would  return  to  their  former  condition.  AVith 
respect  to  Dantzic,  naval  and  other  powers  in  time  will  so 
arrange  it,  that  Russia  will  not  enjoy  its  possession  perpetually. 

Should  Russia,  however,  by  some  good  fortune,  become  still 
more  powerful,  and  Sweden  less  able  to  defend  herself,  we 
have,  nevertheless,  always  been  able  to  defend  ourselves  hitherto. 
But  if  Russia  should  still  more  enlarge  and  become  more 
powerful,  we  should  be  more  surely  enabled  to  witlistand 
Russia,  by  the  advantage  of  neutrality,  than  by  an  opposite 
course.     [Xos.  13  to  16  are  wanting.] 

17.  With  respect  to  any  conjuncture  in  Russia  itself,  if  it 
should  apparently  be  favourable  to  us,  the  reins  are  nevertheless 
held  so   tightly  there,    that  not  much   can  be   expected  from 
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any  internal  dissension,  no  matter  how  it  may  turn  out;  as 
the  principal  chiefs  in  the  provinces  and  in  the  army  are 
fully  ahle  to  keep   every  thing  of  that  nature  down. 

18.  Why  the  alliance  with  France  should  he  of  more 
consequence  than  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Russia;  or  how  the 
maintenance  of  Stanislaus  ^^^  upon  the  throne  should  be  a  just 
cause,  are  matters  which  can  easily  be  judged  of  by  every  one. 
There  is  not  a  Swede  who  would  not  wish  to  see  his  success, 
partly  on  account  of  his  many  misfortunes,  and  partly  on  ac- 
count of  his  being  properly  elected,  and  of  being  a  gentle- 
man who  has  gained  the  hearts  of  all  in  Sweden;  but  a  sound 
policy  does  not  suffer  this  to  be  done  at  too  great  a  risk. 

19.  If  we  seek  for  a  just  cause,  and  bide  our  time,  perhaps 
during  this  very  war  a  more  favourable  conjuncture  may  arise, 
at  least  we  shall  be  better  able  to  see  which  side  is  more  likely 
to  win,  upon  which  all  our  chance  of  profit  depends;  we  can 
see  also  whether  Russia  will  not  then  be  engaged  in  another 
direction. 

20.  That  France  is  now  much  more  ready  to  promise  and 
to  hold  out  inducements,  as  she  stands  in  need  of  Sweden, 
because  Russia  is  allied  with  the  Emperor,  seems  natural;  but 
whether  she  will  keep  her  promise,  or  whether  she  will  be  able 
to  keep  it,  is  another  question. 

Moreover,  if  Poland  be  alhed  to  France,  the  great  necessity 
which  Sweden,  at  certain  conjunctures,  may  have  of  making 
common  cause  with  France  will  disappear. 

21.  That  Russia  should  consider  herself  more  favourably 
situated  and  safer  by  having;  some  one  from  the  German  Emjure 
on  the  Polish  throne,  so  that  under  all  circumstances  it  may 
be  safe  on  the  Polish  side,  and  that  she  should  strive  to 
ingratiate  herself  with  the  Emperor  by  promising  to  make 
common  cause  against  the  Turks,  should  occasion  require 
it,  it  seems  we  cannot  prevent;  for  even  if  King  Stanis- 
laus should  be  maintained  on  the  throne  for  a  number 
of  years,  we  cannot  expect  his  reign  to  be  of  long  duration, 
because  he  is  already  advanced  in  years,  not  in  very  vigourous 
health,  and  in  consequence  thereof,  should  he  even  obtain 
the  government,  he  would  be  more  inclined  to  peace  and 
a  quiet  government,   in  order  that  Poland  may  again  recover 
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herself,   so  tliat   even   in  sucli  a  case   the  expected  advantage 
would  he  small  and  short-lived. 

To  judge  fi'om  the  present  conjuncture  how  it  may  he  ten 
or  twenty  years  hence,  is  like  adventuring  in  a  lottery,  where, 
if  you  have  once  heen  favoured  hy  fortune,  you  think  it  will  he 
always  so,  and  that  in  the  future  you  will  be  successful  also. 

[Eman.  Swedenborg.] 
[Stockholm,  in  the  Autumn  or  Winter  of  1734.] 
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FRAGMENT  OF  A  MEMORIAL  BY  SWEDENBORG 

TO  THE  HOUSES  OF  THE  SWEDISH  DIET  IN 

1755,  PRINCIPALLY  RESPECTING  THE 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC* 

[Swedenhorg  clearly  saw  the  importance  of  preserving  the 
balance  of  trade  in  favour  of  Sweden;  and  in  order  to  obtain 
this  desirable  result,  he  advocated  the  development  of  the  mining 
interest  and  of  home  manufactures,  and  he  was  in  favour  of 
stimulating  the  productive  power  of  Sweden  by  all  means 
possible.  Intemperance,  which  prevailed  in  an  alarming  degree 
among  his  countrymen,  he  regarded  as  one  of  the  worst  internal 
foes  of  Sweden,  preventing  her  from  becoming  a  great  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  nation.  He  was  so  much  convinced 
of  this,  that  he  wrote  on  the  fly-leaf  of  one  of  his  theological 
MSS. :  "The  immoderate  use  of  spirituous  liquors  will  be  the 
downfall  of  the  Swedish  people."  He  proposed  several  measures 
to  the  Swedish  Diet  intended  to  lessen  the  consumption  of  spirits, 
and  the  waste  of  grain  in  the  distillation  of  this  pernicious  drink. 

*  The  orip-inal  of  this  Fragment  is  in  the  vohinie  of  Swcdcnborg's  "Riks- 
dagsski-ifter,"  leaf  7,  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stock- 
holm. It  is  important  on  account  of  fixing  Swedenborg's  where-abouts  in 
1755. 
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In  order  to  diminish  the  number  of  drunkards,  he  recommended, 
in  one  of  his  memorials  to  the  Diet,  that  "all  public  houses 
in  town  should  be  like  bakers'  shops,  with  an  opening  in  the 
window,  through  which  those  who  desired  might  purchase 
whiskey  and  brandy,  without  being  allowed  to  enter  the  house, 
and  lounge  about  in  the  tap-room."  (See  Address  of  Councillor 
of  Mines  S.  Sandels^^  upon  resigning  the  presidency  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  April  24,1782,  p.  93.)  Another  of  his 
propositions,  which  was  subsequently  adopted  by  the  Diet, 
was,  to  limit  the  distillation  of  whiskey,  and  to  raise  it  in 
price  by  farming  out  the  right  of  distilling  it.  His  words  in 
his  memorial  to  the  Diet  of  Nov.  17,  1760,  are  as  follows: 
"If  the  distilling  of  whiskey — provided  the  public  can  be 
prevailed  upon  to  accede  to  the  measure — were  farmed  out  in 
all  judicial  districts,  and  also  in  towns,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
a  considerable  revenue  might  be  obtained  for  the  country,  and 
the  consumption  of  grain  might  also  be  reduced:  that  is,  if  the 
consumption  of  whiskey  cannot  be  done  away  with  altogether, 
which  would  be  more  desirable  for  the  country's  welfare  and 
morality  than  all  the  income  which  could  be  realized  from  so 
pernicious  a  drink." 

Another  of  the  sources  of  Sweden's  weakness  was  in  his 
eyes  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Diet,  by  which  the  bank 
was  empowered  to  grant  loans  on  all  fixed  and  movable  pro- 
perty in  the  state,  which  he  regarded  as  the  chief  cause  of  the 
enormous  rise  in  the  rate  of  exchange,  from  which  the  country 
was  suffering  at  the  time. 

All  these  subjects  are  touched  upon  in  the  following 
fragment  of  a  memorial,  sent  in  to  the  Swedish  Diet,  in  1755, 
and  which  is  contained  in  the  volume  of  "Eiksdagsskrifter," 
preserved  among  his  MSS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Stockholm. 

"[The  excess  of  imports  over  exports]  amounts  now  annual- 
ly to  from  three  to  four  millions  of  dalers  in  silver,  from  which 
every  one  may  conclude  as  to  the  cause  why  our  country  decreases 
every  year  in  wealth,  and  consequently  in  power;  and  from 
which  he  may  likewise  see  that  we  are  mwai  dly  poor,  though 
outwardly  rich,  as  long  as  money  advanced  on  our  possessions 
constitutes  the  circulating  medium  of  our  land. 
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"Tlie  above  [i.  e.  the  calling  in  of  banknotes  advanced 
on  mortgaged  property,  and  the  restoration  of  specie  payments, 
and  the  farming  out  of  the  distillation  of  whiskey]  is  my  well- 
meant  proposition;  for  the  sole  purpose  of  restoring  tlie  balance 
of  trade  in  our  favour,  and  for  providing  sufficient  means  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  government.  Should  this  proposition 
[i.  e.  the  farming  out  of  the  distillation  of  spirits]  be  introduced 
and  tried,  it  would  be  but  fair  that  the  so-called  "t/rto//^"" 
(swill)  be  distributed  to  the  community  without  pay,  and  that 
the  price  of  whiskey  be  properly  adjusted,  so  as  to  meet  with 
approval;  also  that  some  of  their  expenses  [i.  e.  of  those  who 
formerly  distilled  whiskey]  be  re-imbursed  to  them. 

"I  am  aware  that  the  whole  of  this  subject  is  under  the 
consideration  of  the  several  Houses  of  the  Diet  at  their  various 
meetings;  but  as  this  is  a  subject  belonging  to  the  management 
of  the  state,  which  may  be  revised  and  amended  at  any  subse- 
quent meeting  of  the  Diet,  and  as  the  welfare  of  our  country 
depends  upon  it — as  has  been  shown — I  hope  the  various 
Houses  will  take  it  up  and  pass  it:  especially  as  such  arguments 
have  been  advanced,  as  have  not,  it  is  supposed,  been  previously 
brought  forward,  and  consequently  neither  examined  nor  sifted. 
If  this  subject  be  gone  into,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  public 
good,  which  is  entirely  based  upon  it,  will  carry  the  day,  and 
not  self-interest,  and  that  also  in  future  it  will  meet  with  that 
consideration  which  it  deserves. 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  Nov.  3,  1755. 
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IVIEMOEIAL  TO  THE  SWEDISH  DIET   IN 

FAVOUR  OF  A  RETURN  TO  A  PURE  METALLIC 

CURRENCY* 

[The  immediate  cause  leading  to  the  preparation  of  this 
memorial  is  stated  by  the  biographer  of  Nordencrantz,  ^^^ 
the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  in  the  Swedish  "  Biographiskt 
Lexicon,"  (Vol.  X,  p.  34,)  in  the  following  words :  "Meanwhile 
the  confusion  in  the  course  of  exchange  increased  from  day 
to  day.  As  early  as  the  year  1755  exchange  had  risen  from 
39  to  43  marks,  and  the  bureau,  which  had  been  estab- 
lished for  the  purpose  of  regulating'  the  course  of  exchange, 
had  to  declare  its  inability  to  do  anything  in  the  matter. 
Contracts  were  indeed  made  with  several  business  houses  in 
succession,  with  a  view  to  prevent  this  upward  tendency, 
but  these  were  all  alike  unsuccessful,  especially  when  the 
war-f  meanwhile  began  and  caused  disorder:  a  rix-daler 
Hamburg  currency  had  accordingly  risen  in  1760  from  55  to  70, 
and  in  the  following  year  from  68  to  75  marks.  This  caused 
a  meeting  of  the  Diet  to  be  called  in  1760,  in  which  a 
Committee  of  Finance  was  appointed,  which  afterwards  was 
changed  into  a  Secret  Deputation,  and  of  this  Nordencrantz 
was  a  member;   in   it  he  was  at  first  a   shining  light,  but  by 

*  The  original  of  tliis  memorial  fills  6  pages  on  leaves  19  to  23  of  the 
volume  of  "Riksdagsski'ifter"  among  the  MSS.  of  Swedenborg  in  the  Library 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences;  it  has  been  printed  by  the  author  of  "Nya 
KjTkan  och  dess  inflytande  pa  Theologiens  Studium  i  Sverige,"  in 
part  n,  p.  73. 

f  The  Seven  Years'  war,  in  which  Sweden  took  part  in  1757. 
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a  change  in  the  parties  [and  we  may  add  by  the  influence 
of  Swedenborg,  who  took  strong  ground  against  him]  he  lost 
his  great  power,  and  the  Deputation  finally  passed  a  resolution, 
which  differed  very  much  from  Nordencrantz's  views."] 

It  is  well-known  that,  from  time  immemorial,  the  course 
of  exchange  in  Sweden  has  been  on  a  par  with  the  coin  which 
has  been  in  cui-rent  use,  and  that  such  also  has  been  the  case 
in  all  other  countries;  whence  it  may  be  concluded  that  coin 
alone  regulates  exchange.  It  may  be  seen  clearly  also  from 
this  consideration,  that  no  merchant  is  willing  to  hand  over 
his  current  coin,  whether  this  be  gold,  silver,  or  copper,  for 
bills  of  exchange  which  stand  higher  than  the  actual  market- 
price  of  the  money  itself:  inasmuch  as  he  knows  that  the  coin 
itself  is  worth  more  to  him  in  Holland,  England,  or  Hamburg, 
where  payments  are  to  be  made,  than  is  offered  to  him  by  the 
person  issuing  these  bills  of  exchange.  Whence  it  also  has 
happened,  and  it  happens  daily  everywhere,  that  as  soon  as 
exchange  is  above  par,  or  above  the  real  value  of  the  current 
coin,  silver  is  sent  out  in  order  to  restore  the  balance,  by 
•which  the  course  of  exchange  is  raised.  The  same  has  also 
happened  in  Sweden  at  aU  times,  even  since  our  copper  currency, 
Avhich  consists  of  plates,  has  been  introduced;  for  the  effect 
of  our  plate  currency  which  corresponds  to  the  increased  value 
of  silver  amongst  us,  has  been  to  keep  exchange  at  the  same 
value,  with  the  difference  of  only  a  mark  or  a  mark  and  a  half 
below  or  above  par,  which  has  been  caused  by  the  difficulty  or  in- 
convenience of  exporting  our  copper-coin,  and  trafficking,  and 
afterwards  paying  with  it.  It  hence  appears  very  plainly  that  the 
intrinsic  value  of  our  current  coin  itself  has  kept  exchange  at  its 
own  value,  and  regulated  its  price,  and  also  that  in  later  times, 
as  within  the  last  20  years,  the  rise  of  exchange  from  its 
par  value,  which  was  35  marks,  first  to  40,  afterwards  to  60, 
and  finally  to  60  and  66  marks  has  been  caused  by  paper  which 
represents  money,  and  yet  is  not  money,  becoming  the  medium 
of  currency  instead  of  coin.  The  exchange  has  thus  lost  its 
fomier  basis,  and  has  found  a  new  one,  which  now  rests 
principally  upon  iron,  without  mentioning  the  other  products, 
as  brass,  alum,  tar,  masts,  boards,  etc.  These  products, 
as  a  basis  of  exchange,  however,  have  by  no  means  the  same 
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power  to  preserve  a  proper  state  of  exchange  as  the  intrinsic 
value  of  coined  money,  inasmuch  as  they  are  merchandize, 
and  are  in  the  hands  of  only  a  certain  number  of  persons,  who 
alone  have  money  abroad,  and  have  it  thereby  in  their  power, 
either  by  an  arrangement  among  themselves,  or  by  other  ex- 
pedients they  may  think  of,  to  set  whatever  price  they  choose 
upon  the  exchange;  and  this  they  are  able  to  do,  because  the 
coin  of  other  merchants  has  no  influence  in  regulating  the 
price  of  exchange. 

When  the  cause,  by  which  exchange  has  been  forced  to 
its  present  unreasonable  height,  is  known,  the  following  three 
points  come  to  be  considered:  1.  What  injury  is  inflicted 
thereby  upon  the  country;  2.  What  has  been  the  cause  of  a 
paper  currency  taking  the  place  of  coined  money  possessing 
an  intrinsic  value;  3.  How  is  this  difiiculty  to  be  remedied. 

I.  The  injury  inflicted  upon  the  country  by  the  exchange 
having  been  forced  to  its  present  high  rate,  is  to  some  extent 
known,  from  the  universal  complaint  about  it;  but  it  may 
briefly  be  stated:  1.  That  all  the  necessaries  of  life  which 
are  imported  from  abroad,  as  the  raw  material  for  most 
manufactures,  grain  and  eatables,  and  other  merchandize  subject 
to  what  is  called  wear  and  tear,  must  be  paid  for  at  the  rate 
of  exchange;  likewise  all  home  produce  as  oxen,  cows,  calves, 
cattle  generally,  sheep,  fowls,  butter,  tallow,  fish,  wood,  timber, 
deal,  and  other  things  which  follow  the  course  of  exchange,  and 
are  still  rising  in  price;  2.  Whence  it  follows  that  all  the 
requisitions  from  the  public  exchequer  for  the  requirements 
of  the  Royal  Court,  the  clothing  of  the  army,  fortifications,  the 
construction  of  ships,  the  fitting  out  and  maintenance  of  vessels, 
the  pay  of  ambassadors  and  resident  ministers,  must  be  bought 
and  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  exchange,  and  thus  at  double  the 
prices  heretofore  ;  3.  Wherefore  all  taxes  and  rates  must  be 
increased,  for  which  in  time  but  few  resources  will  remain,  in- 
asmuch as  most  of  the  owners  of  real  estate  render  themselves 
indigent  by  mortgaging  their  lands;  4.  All  labourers  and  workmen, 
of  whom  the  chief  sinew  and  strength  of  the  country  consists, 
are  deprived  of  power,  and  they  decrease  in  number  on  account 
of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  everything  which  they  need  for 
their  nourishment  and  maintenance;  inasmuch  as  their  wages 
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do  not  increase  in  proportion  to  the  rise  in  price;  the  injury 
which  is  thereby  inflicted  upon  the  public,  may  be  seen,  but 
cannot  be  described  briefly;  5.  All  officers,  civil  as  well  as 
military,  who  have  no  means  of  their  own,  either  by  inheritance, 
or  acquired  by  their  own  exertions,  or  who  have  no  perquisites 
in  the  usufruct  of  houses  and  lands,  owned  by  the  state  and 
furnished  to  its  officers — all  such  have  no  sufficient  income  for 
themselves  and  families;  wherefore  they  are  induced  and  almost 
compelled  to  seek  resources  wherever  they  may  find  them, 
which  most  frequently  cannot  be  done  without  detriment  to 
right  and  justice:  such  a  state  of  things,  however,  ought  to  be 
avoided  as  much  as  possible,  or  else  Sweden  will  be  a  ruined 
country;  6.  Without  mentioning-  the  immense  cost  of  carrying 
on  war,  compared  with  former  times.  These  injuries  and  losses, 
caused  by  the  forcing  up  of  the  course  of  exchange,  may  be 
seen  by  all;  but  those  that  can  be  seen  only  by  the  initiated 
are  as  follows :  (a)  commerce  comes  gradually  more  and  more 
into  a  different  state  from  any  it  has  ever  been  in  before, 
and  on  account  of  the  inconstancy  and  the  unreasonable 
height  of  the  course  of  exchange  its  utter  destruction  is  feared 
by  many;  (b)  as  long  as  paper  currency  is  the  only  medium 
for  the  interchange  of  commodities,  no  surplus  in  the  balance 
of  the  general  trade  of  the  country  can  ever  be  obtained  and 
preserved,  by  which  exchange  may  be  forced  do^vn :  for  whatever 
may  be  the  condition  of  our  balance,  exchange  may  neverthe- 
less be  kept  high;  (c)  the  gains  of  those  who  profit  by  the 
rise  in  exchange,  are  unreal  and  chimerical,  as  they  are 
subject  to  the  fluctuation  of  the  course  of  exchange,  and  are 
neutralized  by  the  universal  dearth  in  the  land;  (d)  there 
is  a  danger  of  exchange  being  forced  up  still  higher,  perhaps 
even  to  100  marks  for  one  rix-daler  current  in  Holland,  when 
all  the  above  injuries  and  losses  will  become  heavier  and  more 
oppressive;  (e)  our  small  coin,  which  in  respect  to  our  copper 
plates,  is  as  900  to  540,  is  insufficient  for  the  uses  of  the 
country,  as  soon  as  exchange  rises  above  60  marks ;  inasmuch 
as  the  copper  contained  in  it  is  then  of  more  intrinsic  va,lue 
than  the  value  represented  by  our  paper  currency. 

II.  With  respect  to  the  cause  by  which  paper  currency  has 
taken  the  place  of  coined  money  possessing  an  intrinsic  value,, 

32* 
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it  has  principally  been,  1.  That  the  several  Houses  of  the 
Swedish  Diet,  on  the  representation  of  some,  gave  sanction 
to  the  proposal  that  a  general  loan  may  be  raised  upon  all 
fixed  and  movable  property,  whereupon  streams  of  paper,  as 
it  were,  issued  from  the  bank,  much  in  excess  of  the  capital 
of  coined  money  possessed  by  the  bank;  whence  it  became 
necessary  to  stop  the  issue  of  "plates"  (20  shilling  pieces)  and, 
to  forbid  their  exportation,  or  else  all  our  coined  "plates" 
would  have  been  exported,  and  a  paper  currency,  not  based 
upon  coin  containing  a  real  value,  would  have  flooded  the 
country.  The  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet  have  neverthe- 
less done  so  from  a  well-intentioned  purpose,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  hoped  to  make  the  bank  rich  by  the  profits  accruing  from 
these  transactions,  and  to  enhance  thereby  its  credit  much 
more,  than  by  having  its  vaults  well  filled  with  coin,  and  they 
had  expected  thus  to  keep  exchange  in  its  usual  course — but  the 
effects  show  now,  that  property  received  on  such  terms  by 
the  bank,  has  no  bearing  upon  the  state  of  exchange,  which 
is  regulated  entirely  by  the  coined  money,  which  serves  as  a 
medium  of  traffic  both  inland  and  abroad.  Besides  these 
bills  issued  in  excess  by  the  banks,  others  were  issued,  by 
which  certificates  of  value  received  came  to  take  the  place  of 
coined  money;  which  certificates  are  issued  annually  by  the 
bank,  empowering  the  holder  to  draw  the  interest  accruing 
at  the  Hdnhank^'' ;  these  certificates  also  represent  the  increase 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank — witness  the  money  advanced  by 
it  for  the  demands  of  the  war.  Such  have  been  the  prin- 
cipal causes  by  which  coined  money  has  disappeared  from 
circulation,  and  which  have  compelled  all  business  and  traffic 
to  be  carried  on  by  bank-bills  based  upon  mortgaged  property ; 
in  which  every  one  who  holds  such  bills  may  imagine  him- 
self to  own  a  share,  but  which  he  is  unable  to  realize,  as  he 
is  able  to  do  in  the  case  of  a  private  person,  when  he  does 
not  obtain  payment  in  current  coin.  From  all  this  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  permission  granted  to  the  bank  to  lend  money 
on  all  fixed  and  mova])le  property  has  resulted  in  removing 
every  restraint  from  the  course  of  exchange,  as  there  is  no 
longer  any  coin  of  intrinsic  value  by  which  it  may  be  kept 
in    check.      Moreover,    the    granting    of    this    universal   loan 
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has  also  made  things  dearer  in  the  country,  because  the 
greater  part  of  the  mortgagers,  on  ha\dng-  money  in  their 
hands,  have  encouraged  the  lust  of  living  in  state  and  of 
giving  dinners,  whereby  in  addition  to  the  enhanced  price  of 
all  merchandize  in  the  country,  subject  to  wear  and  tear,  they 
deprive  themselves  of  the  power  of  redeeming  their  property; 
which  is  kept  in  view  by  very  few.  They  also  do  not  consider 
that  they  have  become  less  able  thereby  to  pay  their  rates 
and  taxes,  and  the  interest  upon  the  borrowed  capital,  which 
vdll  have  to  be  paid  in  time,  because  instead  of  being  the 
owners  of  their  estates,  they  have  become  tenants  of  their 
own  lands  and  of  their  own  houses.  Hence  it  is  that  for  a 
time  our  country  has  been  outwardly  rich  and  inwardly  poor; 
but  in  the  future  it  will  become  outwardly  poor  also,  because 
many  are  thinking  as  well  of  evil  as  of  good  expedients, 
to  enable  them  to  continue  the  style  of  living  which  they  have 
begun,  and  which  they  intend  to  follow. 

in.  How  is  this  difficulty  to  be  remedied?  As  the  cause 
has  been  discovered  by  which  exchange  has  been  forced  to 
its  present  height,  the  remedies  for  lowering  it  may  also  be 
discovered;  wherefore,  on  the  strength  of  what  has  been  alleged 
before,  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  in  all  humility  to  the 
Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet  the  follo\\'ing  propositions:  1.  That 
the  general  loan  upon  all  fixed  and  movable  property  do 
cease,  and  that  henceforth  no  other  loan  be  negotiated  at 
any  banking  office  (cassa),  except  for  the  purposes  of  the 
state,  and  upon  gold  and  silver  as  was  formerly  the  cus- 
tom: for  by  such  means  alone  did  the  bank  again  acquire 
strength  and  wealth  after  the  death  of  Charles  XII,  dur- 
ing whose  reign  it  was  thoroughly  emptied.  If  the  gene- 
ral grant  of  loans  by  the  bank  upon  property  be  stopped, 
there  will  soon  be  experienced  a  change  in  the  dearth  by 
which  our  country  is  distressed.  2.  That  those  who  have  raised 
money  upon  their  property  be  obliged  to  pay  back  annually 
a  certain  percentage,  besides  the  interest:  whereby,  after  the 
lapse  of  a  certain  period,  the  greater  part  of  the  certificates 
of  indebtedness,  which  are  now  in  the  market,  will  be  called 
in,  and  will  be  replaced  by  banknotes,  which  not  only 
represent  money,  but  to   all  intents  and  purposes  are  money. 
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Moreover,  as  by  such  a  policy  confidence  will  be  restored  among 
business  men,  so  that  witliin  a  certain  time  payment  will  be 
received  in  lieu  of  certificates  of  indebtedness,  which  are 
now  in  circulation,  the  course  of  exchange  may  by  that  time 
decrease  and  fall;  3.  That  within  that  time  the  owners  of 
HanebanJis-settlar,'^^  [i.  e.  of  banknotes  promising  upon  present- 
ation to  pay  money  as  a  loan  upon  property,]  will  be  gratified 
by  having  usual  banknotes  given  to  them  in  place  of  the 
former:  for  to  pay  for  these  annually  in  silver  is  paying  7  to 
8  per  cent,  instead  of  4^,  when  yet  their  owners  have  no 
stronger  claims  than  those  who  own  bills  of  exchange,  upon 
which  is  printed:  "this  bill  also  shall  be  paid  at  the  bank 
upon  presentation."  On  the  other  hand,  however,  the  bank 
may,  by  this  process,  be  emptied  again  of  its  "plates,"  and 
may  experience  such  a  deficiency  of  ready  money,  that  the 
country's  treasury  of  coin,  which  is  the  bank,  will  scarcely  be 
able  by  wisdom  and  judgment  to  supply  it.  Necessity  itself, 
therefore,  demands,  what  I  now  for  the  same  reason  propose; 
namely  4.  That  the  bank  meanwliile  save  and  collect  as  many 
"coin  plates"  as  p'ossible,  and  that  no  exportation,  either  of 
"plates"  or  crude  copper,  be  permitted,  inasmuch  as  these 
are  the  only  basis  upon  w^hicli  the  currency  of  the  country 
can  be  restored,  and  upon  which  the  bank  itself  can  be  opened 
again,  and  become  such  a  bank  as  it  was  before,  and  such 
as  every  bank  in  other  countries  is,  and  as  must  inevitably 
at  some  time  be  done.  5.  That  the  number  of  employes 
at  the  bank  be  reduced,  in  proportion  as  its  business 
diminishes ;  that  this  reduction,  however,  take  place  according 
to  a  general  law,  i.  e.  in  proportion  as  the  officials  die,  and 
as  worthy  men  can  be  promoted  to  some  other  more  useful 
place,  6.  That  the  Iron-Office  be  abohshed,  as  it  has 
made  use  of  expedients  for  forcing  up  the  price  of  iron, 
whereby  the  course  of  exchange  is  constantly  kept  high  and 
can  only  be  lowered  a  little  now  and  then  according  to  its 
demand,  and  the  remonstrances  of  several  combined :  for  what 
merchant  can  afford  to  purchase  iron  which  is  kept  so  high 
in  price,  unless  he  see  the  high  course  of  exchange  to  be  advan- 
tageous to  him,  and  therefore  seeks  to  preserve  it;  as  may  also 
be  done  by  those  who  trade  in  iron,  inasmuch  as    they  have 
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the  exchange  chiefly  in  their  own  hands:  for  it  is  one  thing 
for  iron  to  determine  the  price  of  exchange,  and  quite  a 
different  thing  for  exchange  to  determine  the  price  of  iron. 
The  former  is  done  when  the  Iron-Office  finds  the  means  of 
keeping  iron  at  a  certain  liigh  price;  without  mentioning  that 
the  trade  in  iron,  which  is  the  principal  and  most  hicrative 
trade  in  the  country,  is  tliereby  l)rought  into  great  jeopardy. 
7.  A  great  portion  of  the  bank-bills  in  circulation  may  be 
brought  in  annually,  if  the  distilling  of  whiskey — if  the  public 
can  be  prevailed  upon  to  enact  this — be  farmed  out  in  all 
judicial  districts,  and  also  in  town,  to  the  highest  bidder; 
whereby  in  time  a  considerable  revenue  may  be  obtained  for 
the  country,  and  the  consumption  of  grain  may  be  reduced: 
that  is  if  the  consumption  of  whiskey  cannot  be  done  away 
with  entii'ely,  which  would  be  more  desirable  for  the  welfare 
of  the  country  and  for  morality  than  all  the  income  which 
may  be  realized  from  so  pernicious  a  drink.  All  this  I  con- 
sider myself,  as  a  member  of  the  Diet,  in  duty  bound  to 
submit  in  all  humility  to  the  consideration  of  the  several 
Houses  of  the  Diet,  inasmuch  as  I  am  obliged  according  to 
my  ability  to  reflect  upon  and  to  submit  for  consideration 
everything  that  may  be  of  use  to  the  public  good  of  the 
country;  and  the  subject  which  I  have  discussed  above  is  the 
most  important  of  all,  inasmuch  as  the  general  welfare  of  the 
country  depends  upon  it:  for  the  currency  in  a  country  is 
like  the  blood  in  the  body,  upon  which  depends  its  life,  health, 
strength,  and  defence. 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  November  17,  1760. 
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APPEAL  TO  THE  HOUSES  OF  THE 

DIET  m  FAVOUR  OF  THE  RESTORATION  OF  A 

METALLIC  CURRENCY  * 

Unless  the  various  Houses  of  the  Diet  at  the  present 
session  take  steps  to  secure  the  return  of  the  paper  currency 
to  the  bank,  and  the  issue  of  coin  possessing  an  intrinsic  value 
in  its  place,  there  is  danger  that  the  dearness  of  every  thing 
will  continue  to  increase  more  and  more,  until  the  country 
at  last  will  become  utterly  exhausted  and  ready  to  perish; 
which  it  assuredly  will,  unless  another  remedy  for  its  restora- 
tion be  found  than  a  general  bankruptcy  on  all  the  paper 
currency.  This  bankruptcy,  however,  stares  every  man  willing 
to  reflect  upon  this  subject  in  the  face,  when  he  considers 
that  six  dalers  in  paper  are  now  equivalent  to  three  dalers  in 
"plates"  in  our  foreign  commerce,  and  two  dalers  in  "plates" 
in  our  inland  traffic;  and  if  the  dearness  increases  they  may 
finally  be  equivalent  to  a  single  daler  in  "plates."  What  could 
then  save  the  country  from  ruin  ?  This  fearful  and  terrible  con- 
sequence can  only  be  avoided  by  restoring  specie  payments. 
Many  proposals  may  be  devised  and  mentioned  for  forcing  down 
the  high  course  of  exchange,  and  'arresting  the  dearness,  but 
they  are  all  of  little  value  except  the  one  proposal,  the  purpose 

*  Four  copies  of  this  memorial  are  contained  on  leaves  28 — 32  in  the 
volume  of  "Riksdagsskrifter"  mentioned  in  the  last  document;  it  has  been 
pubhshed  by  the  author  of  "Nya  Kyrkan,"  &c.  in  part  II,  p.  72.  A  copy 
of  it  was  also  communicated  by  him  to  Dr.  Immanuel  Tafel  in  1841,  by 
whom  it  was  inserted  in  his  "Sammlung  von  Urkunden  betreffend  das 
Leben  und  den  Character  Emanuel  Swedenborg's,"  part  III,  p.  70.  It  is 
also  contained  in  the  Enghsh  and  American  editions  of  Dr.  Tafel's 
"Documents." 
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of  which  is  to  restore  a  specie  currency,  such  as  has  existed  in 
Sweden  heretofore,  and  as  exists  in  all  other  countries  in  the 
world:  for  in  coined  specie  itself  lies  the  real  value  of  exchange, 
and  consequently  that  of  all  merchandize.  If  any  country 
could  exist  by  means  of  a  paper  currency,  Avhich  is  in  the 
place  of  money,  but  which  is  not  money,  it  would  be  a 
country  without  a  parallel. 

EmAN.    SwEDENBOEa. 


DOCUMENT  176. 

ADDITIONAL  CONSIDERATIONS  WlTH  RESPECT 
TO  THE  COURSE  OF  EXCHANGE.* 

Many  proposals  may  be  brought  forward  for  the  purpose 
of  lowering  the  course  of  exchange,  but  they  are  all  of  little 
value,  except  one.  In  proof  of  this  assertion  I  desire  to 
discuss  the  following  proposals: 

I.  That  an  Exchange-Bank  be  established,  with  "plates" 
or  copper  as  its  basis.  —  Answer:  by  the  institution  of  such 
a  bank  the  foundation  would  be  drawn  from  under  the  present 
State-Bank  (Riksens  Stcinder  Bank),  and  it  would  lose  all  its 
credit. 

II.  That  a  large  Company  be  formed  to  pay  for  all  the 
property  of  the  country,  and  for  all  products,  where  it  may 
be  desired,  at  a  lower  rate  of  exchange;  and  that  rules  be 
estabUshed  for  the  government  of  the  said  company.  — 
Answer:  this  cannot  be  effected  without  exercising  com- 
pulsion on  trade;  and  exchange  cannot  be  forced  thereby 
below  50  or  60  marks,  and  the  general  welfare  is  not  thereby 
promoted. 

*  Two  original  copies  of  this  memorial  are  found  on  leaves  23  to  27 
in  the  volume  of  -'Iliksdagsskriftei""  preserved  among  the  Swedenborg  MSS. 
in  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm. 
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III.  That  a  paper  currency  based  upon  iron  should  he 
introduced,  and  that  it  should  circulate  with  a  paper  currency 
based  upon  "plates." — Answer:  this  will  not  influence  in  the 
least  the  course  of  exchange. 

IV.  That  a  separate  paper  currency  based  upon  "plates," 
and  another  based  upon  mortgaged  property  should  be  issued. — 
Answer:  this  is  impracticable  because  all  paper  based  upon 
"plates,"  would  be  purchased  by  paper  based  upon  property, 
and  the  bank  would  remain  empty. 

V.  That  the  rate  of  exchange  should  be  fixed,  and  that  it 
should  be  regulated  by  the  price  of  those  products  of  the 
country  which  are  exported. — Answer:  this  cannot  be  done, 
as  the  rate  cannot  be  fixed  thus. 

VI.  Our  chief  care  should  be  to  obtain  a  surplus  balance 
of  trade  in  our.  favour: — Answer:  this  wiU  not  affect  the 
course  of  exchange,  inasmuch  as  this  is  exclusively  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  deal  in  iron,  etc. 

VII.  That  iron,  which  has  now  become  the  basis  of 
exchange  in  the  place  of  specie  in  "plates,"  should  be  held 
at  a  lower  price. — Answer:  those  who  hold  iron  are  unwilling 
to  do  this;  moreover,  the  course  of  exchange  depends  upon 
the    discretion   of  the  few  who  issue    bills   of  exchange. 

VIII.  That  all  bank-bills  in  circulation  should  be  diminished 
in  value. — Answer:  this  would  cause  ill-feehng  in  the  country, 
and  yet  not  alter  the  course  of  exchange. 

IX.  That  the  present  state  of  things  should  continue,  until 
the  Bank  receives  back  again  the  moneys  it  has  advanced  on 
mortgages,  and  becomes  rich  thereby. — Answer:  this  will  take 
twenty  years,  and  meanwhile  the  country  wiU  go  on  from  worse 
to  worse. 

Other  propositions,  besides  these,  may  be  originated  and 
mentioned,  but  all  are  of  but  little  value,  except  one,  which 
consists  in  returning  to  a  specie  currency,  such  as  has  existed  in 
Sweden  heretofore,  and  as  exists  in  all  countries  in  the  world: 
for  in  specie  itself  lies  the  real  value  of  exchange.  If  any 
country  could  exist  by  means  of  a  paper  currency,  which 
signifies  money,  but  is  not  money;  such  a  country  would  be 
unparalleled  in  the  world. 


DOCUMENT  111. 

MEMORIAL  ADDRESSED  TO  THE  KING, 
BY  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORG* 

I  have  been  informed  that  the  official  agent  of  the  mining 
district  of  Fahlun,  Mr.  Muncktell,  has  apphed  to  Your  Royal 
Majesty  for  permission  to  export  1500  skej^imnd  of  crude 
copper,  and  that  an  opinion  has  been  requested  on  this  subject 
from  the  Colleges  of  the  Treasury,  of  Mines,  and  of  Commerce. 

The  injury  that  would  be  done  to  the  country  by  granting 
the  exportation  of  crude  copper,  may  be  seen  from  a  memorial 
submitted  by  myself  to  the  various  Houses  of  the  Diet  on  the 
course  of  exchange,  where  among  the  remedies  for  the  restora- 
tion of  specie  payment  I  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  not 
allowing  copper,  either  in  its  crude  state,  or  in  the  form 
of  "plates,"  to  be  exported  from  the  country  before  the 
State  Bank  (Riksens  Stander  Bank)  has  again  become 
a  specie  paying  bank,  as  it  has  been  heretofore.  Should 
permission  be  granted  to  export  crude  copper,  this  re- 
source would  be  lost.  In  order,  however,  to  remove  all 
cause  of  complaint  from  the  mining  district  of  the  Great 
Copper-mountain,  the  following  well-intentioned  proposals  are 
made:  1.  That  for  a  certain  number  of  years'  leave  be  granted 
to  them  to  coin  their  copper  freely  into  "plates,"  whereby 
they  would  receive,  on  the  basis  of  a  specie  currency,  540  dalers 
in  copper  for  each  skeppund  of  copper.  2.  In  case  this 
cannot  be  granted,  to  coin  the  copper  nevertheless  for  them, 
in  which  case  they  would  be  able  themselves  to  sell  the 
"plates"   in  the   country,    at  whatever   price  they  can  obtain 

*  Two  original  copies  of  this  "Memorial"  are  contained  on  leaves  16 
and  17  in  the  volume  of  "Riksdagsskrifter"  referred  to  above. 
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for  it;  i.  e.  they  might  sell  them  wholesale  and  retail,  whereby 
they  would  gain  a  part  of  what  they  would  profit  by  the 
exportation  of  copper.  3.  By  such  means  a  specie  currency 
may  again  circulate  among  the  people,  at  the  rate  of  from 
3  to  4  tons  of  gold  every  year,  and  by  the  time  the  Diet 
meets  again,  from  10  to  12,  nay  even  15  tons  of  gold  may  thus 
circulate:  otherwise  the  country  will  be  entirely  denuded  of 
coin,  and  perhaps  the  district  ofiicials  themselves,  together 
with  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  copper,  will  mean- 
while come  to  want,  from  not  being  able  to  obtain  what  they 
need.  4.  It  is  well  known  that  copper  is  the  foundation  and 
tlie  main-stay  on  which  we  rely  for  the  restoration  of  a  specie 
currency  in  the  land;  wherefore,  by  allowing  the  export  of 
copper,  the  very  foundation  would  be  displaced. 

As  this  subject  is  one  of  the  most  important,  and  aifects 
both  our  currency  and  the  course  of  exchange,  I  most  humbly 
submit  to  Your  Koyal  Majesty  whether,  before  a  resolution  is 
taken  with  regard  to  the  exportation  of  these  1500  skex^imndf 
Your  Royal  Majesty  would  not  deem  it  judicious  to  refer  said 
resolution  together  with  my  present  humble  memorial,  to  the 
Private  Committee  (Sekreta  Utskottet)^  by  whom  it  may  be 
communicated  to  the  Private  Commission  on  Exchange. 

Your  most  humble  and  dutiful  servant, 
Eman.  Swedenboeg. 

[Stockholm  towards  the  close  of  1760.] 


DOCUMENT  178. 

MEMORIAL  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  NOBLES, 

IN  WHICH  SWEDENBORO  DECLLSIES  TO  BE  A 

MEMBER   OF   THE  PRIVATE    COMMISSION 

ON  EXCHANGE.* 

I  thank  you  for  the  honour  of  inviting  me  to  attend  the 
Private  Commission  on  Exchange,  but  the  Honourable  House  of 
Knights  and  Nobles  will  please  to  excuse  me  from  becoming 
a  member  of  said  commission,  before  I  am  convinced  that 
the  provisional  committee,  collected  by  Nordencrantz,^^^  the 
Councillor  of  Commerce,  is  authorized  by  law,  and  that  it  is 
not  partially  or  entirely  absorbed  and  thus  incorporated  in  said 
Commission;  inasmuch  as  this  provisional  Committee  has  not 
been  appointed  and  ordered  according  to  the  statutes  of  the 
government  regarding  electors,  but  all  its  members  to  the 
number  of  48  have  been  nominated  from  three  Houses  by 
Nordencrantz,^^^  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  alone,  and  he  has 
bound  them  by  an  oath  not  to  divulge  what  is  transacted 
there;  which  is  yet  opposed  to  the  law  and  safety  of  our 
country,  and  also  to  many  of  the  councillor's  own  expressions 
and  objections  recorded  in  his  book. 

The  Honourable  House  of  Knights  and  Nobles  will,  moreover, 
please  to  have  submitted  and  read  to  them  the  oath,  which 
has  been  taken  in  the  above-named  provisional  Committee; 
and  also  to  regulate  and  prescribe,  as  usual,  the  oath  which 
shall  be  found  necessary  to  be  taken  by  those  members  of 
the    Commission  that    have    been    nominated    by    Councillor 

*  The  original  of  this  memorial  is  contained  in  the  volume  of  "Riksdags- 
Bkrifter"  referred  to  above,  ou  leaf  48. 
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Nordencrantz's  provisional  committee,  inasmuch  as  it  cannot 
be  permitted  that  an  oath  should  be  prescribed,  and  after- 
wards administered,  by  any  Sub-committee  witliin  itself. 


DOCmiENT  179. 

RESOLUTION  OFFERED  IN  THE  DIET 

RESPECTINa    THE    SECRET    DEPUTATION    ON 

EXCHANGE  WHICH  HAD  BEEN  APPOINTED. 

A  separate  Commission  on  the  course  of  exchange  had 
been  resolved  on,  and  was  afterwards  appointed,  by  the  various 
Houses  of  the  Diet,  and  I  had  the  honour  to  submit  a 
humble  memorial  on  this  subject  which  has,  at  my  own  re- 
quest, been  referred  to  the  Private  Committee  of  the  various 
Houses,  because  it  chiefly  concerns  the  Bank.  As  this 
important  subject  is  to  be  examined  and  reported  upon 
by  two  separate  committees,  it  is  submitted  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet,  whether  it  is  not  ad- 
visable that  the  above-named  Commission  should  meet  with 
the  Honourable  Private  Committee  (UtskoUet)  on  this  subject, 
so  that  they  may  jointly  deliberate  and  report  upon  it.  Another 
reason  is,  that  it  very  intimately  concerns  the  Bank,  which 
is  under  the  special  supervision  of  the  Private  Committee; 
moreover,  it  is  the  most  important  subject  which  has  been 
brought  before  the  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet  dui'ing  the 
present  session. 

*  Two  original  copies  of  this  Memorial  are   contained    on  leaves  23  to 
27  in  the  volume  of  "Riksdaasski-ifter"  referred  to  above. 


DOCUMENT  180. 

MEMOEIAL  TO  THE  HOUSES  OF  THE  DIET 
BY  EM.  SWEDENBORO, 

VPON  READIKG   A   BOOK,    WHICH  WAS    CIRCULATED  A3IONO  THE  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  DIET,   BY  NORDENCRANTZ,  THE  COUNCILLOR  OF  COMMERCE* 

Inasmuch  as  the  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet  meet 
now  for  the  first  time  this  year,  and  as  the  large  Commission 
enters  upon  its  duties,  I  therefore  have  the  honour  to  wish 
a  blessed  progress  to  it,  and  a  prosperous  and  unanimous  con- 
clusion. But,  at  the  same  time,  I  take  the  Uberty  of  subjoining 
the  follo^ving  remarks,  and  of  submitting  them  in  all  humility: 

That  the  large  Commission  would  please  to  take  into 
consideration  everytliing  that  is  submitted  to  it  as  having 
taken  place  against  law  and  regulations,  and  that  it  would 
pay  due  regard  to  the  public  affairs  which  concern  the  whole 
country,  referring  with  recommendations  to  the  separate 
committees  whatever  concerns  private  individuals.  Further, 
that  the  large  Commission  should,  with  all  care  and  prudence, 
seek   to  avoid  the  spread   of  general   complaints  against  our 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  this  paper  which  is  preserved  in  the  Library 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  leaves  14  and  15  of  Swedenborg's  "Riks- 
dagsskrifter"  was  printed  by  the  author  of  "Nya  Kyrkan,"  &c,  in  part  11, 
p.  53 — 55.  A  French  translation  of  it  had  previously  been  printed  by 
Benedict  Chastanier  in  his  "Journal  Novi-Jerusalemite,"  part  IV,  1787; 
and  from  this  a  German  translation  had  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Immanuel 
Tafel,  and  inserted  in  his  "Sammlung  von  Urkunden,"  &c.  part  IH, 
p.  52 — 63,  where  also  Chastanier's  French  translation  is  reprinted.  An 
English  translation  of  this  paper,  which  had  been  prepared  from  a  French 
reprint  of  Chastanier's  translation  by  M.  Le  Boys  des  (iuays  in  "La  Nouvelle 
Jerusalem,"  1840,  p.  53,  was  pubUshed  by  Prof.  Bush  in  the  American 
edition  of  Mr.  Smithson's  "Documents  collected  by  Dr.  Immanuel  Tafel," 
p.  172. 
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established  laws  and  government,  on  account  of  mistakes 
that  may  have  been  committed,  or  that  may  be  committed  in 
future,  inasmuch  as  mistakes  happen  in  every  country,  and 
with  every  man — but  if  a  government  should  be  considered 
simply  from  its  faults,  this  would  be  like  regarding  an  individual 
simply  from  his  failings  and  deficiencies ;  and  by  this  the  road 
to  its  misfortune  would  be  opened,  and  it  would  also,  most 
undoubtedly,  enter  upon  it. 

The  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet  will  kindly  allow  me 
to  explain  myself  more  at  length,  and  to  illustrate  my  meaning 
by  what  follows.  1.  If  an  individual,  who  has  an  honest  heart 
and  loves  the  welfare  of  his  country,  has  all  liis  short-comings 
and  faults  added  up  and  published  among  the  people,  is  not 
his  honour  thereby  assaulted,  and  he  himself  in  the  eyes  of 
all  men  looked  upon  as  unworthy  and  contemptible?  In  order 
to  place  this  in  a  better  light,  I  will  take,  as  an  instance, 
Nordencrantz,^^^  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  and  myself. 
Should  all  oiu-  faults,  arising  from  our  weakness  and  ignorance, 
be  traced  out  and  summed  up,  and  overlaid  with  black  colours, 
we  would  very  soon  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  as  black 
bodies,  although  in  respect  to  our  well-intentioned  purposes 
and  good  disposition  for  our  country's  welfare,  I  presume  we 
might  appear  as  white  as  any  other  well-disposed  man  in  the 
country.  2.  Every  human  being  is  inclined  by  nature,  and 
nothing  is  easier  and  pleasanter  for  him  to  do  than  to 
find  faults  in  others,  and  to  pass  an  unfavourable  judgment 
upon  them,  inasmuch  as  all  of  us  are  by  nature  inclined  to 
see  the  mote  in  our  brother's  eye,  and  not  to  see  the  beam 
in  our  own  eyes;  moreover,  we  are  apt  to  strain  a  gnat,  and 
to  swallow  a  camel.  All  proud  and  evil-disposed  men  place 
their  prudence  in  finding  fault  with,  and  blaming,  others ;  and 
all  generous  and  truly  Christian  souls  place  their  prudence  in 
judging  all  things  according  to  circumstances,  and  hence  in 
excusing  such  faults  as  may  have  arisen  from  weakness,  and 
in  inveighing  against  such  evils  as  may  have  been  done  on 
purpose.  3.  The  same  also  happens  in  a  general  way  in  that 
which  concerns  governments:  faults,  numberless  faults,  may 
be  found  in  all,  so  that  volumes  might  be  filled  with  them. 
Should  I  undertake  to  make  known  all  the  mistakes,  of  which 
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I  heard,  and  which  I  know  from  my  own  experience  have 
happened  in  England  and  Holland  to  the  detriment  of  jus- 
tice and  the  public  good,  I  believe  I  might  fill  a  whole 
book  with  lamentations;  when,  nevertheless,  those  governments, 
together  with  our  ovm  in  Sweden,  are  the  very  best  in  Europe, 
as  every  inhabitant,  notwithstanding  all  the  shortcomings 
which  happen  there,  is  safe  in  his  life  and  property,  and  no 
one  is  a  slave,  but  they  are  all  free  men.  4.  The  Honourable 
Houses  of  the  Diet  will  allow  me  to  go  still  higher:  If  in 
this  world  there  should  exist  a  heavenly  government,  con- 
sisting of  men  who  had  an  angelic  disposition,  there  would 
nevertheless  be  in  it  faults  caused  by  weakness,  together 
with  other  short-comings;  and  if  these  were  ferreted  out, 
reported,  and  exaggerated,  this  government  too  might  be 
undermined  by  calumny,  and  thereby  gradually  a  desire  might 
be  raised  among  the  well-disposed  to  change  and  destroy  it. 
5.  The  best  government,  and  that  which  is  most  wisely  arranged, 
is  our  own  government  in  Sweden ;  inasmuch  as  all  things  are 
connected  here  as  in  a  chain,  and  are  joined  together  for  the 
purpose  of  administering  justice  from  the  highest  leader  to 
the  lowest.  This  every  man  may  see  if  he  chooses;  inasmuch 
as  every  district  judge  (haradslibfclhig)  is  under  a  superior 
judge  (lagman)\  the  superior  judge  together  with  the  district 
judge  are  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Supreme  Court 
(Hof -ratten),  the  Supreme  Court  is  subject  to  an  appeal  to 
the  King,  and  the  appeal  to  the  King  again  may  be  reversed 
by  an  appeal  to  the  Houses  of  the  Diet.  Again  the  police- 
constables  and  bailiffs  (Idnsman  och  fogde)  are  under  the 
direction  and  order  of  the  provincial  governors  (landslibfding), 
the  provincial  governors  are  under  the  Supreme  Court  and 
the  several  Departments  of  the  State  (collegier),  these  are 
under  the  Royal  Senate,  and  the  Royal  Senate,  together  with 
the  Departments  of  the  State,  are  under  the  administration  of 
the  four  Houses,  by  whom  separate  commissions  or  committees 
are  appointed  at  every  session  of  the  Diet  over  each  of  these. 
AVithout  failing  to  mention  that  the  higher  as  well  as  the 
lower  officials  are  responsible  to  the  comptrollers  and  attor- 
neys of  the  government  (fiskaler),  and  the  Houses  of  the  Diet 
are    answerable  to    God,  in    case    they  have  no   respect   for 
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law,  nor  obey  it  as  their  only  sovereign.  It  may  be  seen 
hence  tliat  our  government  is  so  wisely  fitted  together  and 
subordinated,  that  no  one,  whoever  he  may  be,  can  do  any- 
thing arbitrarily  or  illegally ;  and  that  every  one  who  is 
right  is  able  to  obtain  right,  and  if  wronged  is  able  to  have 
the  judgment  reversed.  Yet  it  is  impossible  to  escape  all  dis- 
tortions of  right,  and  all  wrong  interpretations  of  law,  since  most 
men  are  subject  to  human  weaknesses,  and  hence  are  inclined 
to  one  of  two  parties  either  by  friendship,  relationship,  hope 
of  promotion,  or  of  presents,  and  this  mal-practice  cannot  be 
uprooted  under  any  government,  however  excellent  it  may  be. 
But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  that  one  ruby  shines  in  the 
sceptre  of  the  Swedish  government,  that  all  are  safe  with 
regard  to  their  life,  property,  and  vocation;  that  every  rank 
is  safe  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  privileges,  and  especially  the 
agriculturists,  whose  fields  yield  them  their  increase,  so  that 
it  may  be  said  in  truth,  that  we  are  a  free  people,  and  that 
no  one  is  a  slave  who  leads  the  life  of  a  useful  citizen.  6.  I 
beg,  that  what  I  have  just  stated  may  be  accepted  as  a 
counter-balance  to  a  different  statement,  which  may  be  filled 
with  charges  of  mistakes  and  short-comings:  for  justice  is  like 
a  pair  of  balances,  with  which  it  is  also  compared,  where  all 
the  good  is  placed  in  one  scale,  and  all  the  bad  in  the  other, 
and  where  it  will  be  found  that  the  good  in  our  government 
far  over-balances  the  bad.  7.  As  the  large  Commission  is 
going  to  enter  upon  its  duties  to-day,  I  desire  most  earnestly 
by  the  above  considerations,  to  prevail  upon  it  to  examine 
and  settle,  in  accordance  with  justice,  the  small  and  great 
mistakes  that  are  supposed  to  have  been  committed  since 
the  last  session  of  the  Diet;  to  excuse  the  failings  caused 
by  weakness,  to  rectify  those  that  arose  from  ignorance,  and  to 
punish  those  that  have  been  committed  from  an  evil  purpose. 
But  above  all  I  desire  it  to  take  care  lest  by  an  enumeration 
of  too  many  short-comings,  it  create  among  the  people  them- 
selves, and  among  the  Houses  of  the  Diet  now  assembled, 
discontent  with  the  excellent  government  established  among 
us:  for  in  accordance  with  the  old  proverb,  it  might  in  that 
case  happen  that  in  avoiding  Charybdis  one  falls  into  Scylla, 
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and  that  from   the  egg  which   is   supposed   to  contain  a  bird 

of  paradise,  there  is  hatched  a  basilisk. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
[January  12,  1761.J 


DOCUMENT   181. 
EEVIEW  OF  NORDENCRANTZ'S  BOOK. 

[On  the  subject  of  Kordencrantz's  book,  the  author  of  "Nya 
Kyrkan,"  etc.  part  II,  p.  56,  writes  as  follows:  "The  reason 
why  Swedenborg  mentioned  the  name  of  Nordencrantz,^^^ 
the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  in  his  memorial  of  January  12, 
was,  that  that  gentleman,  who  was  one  of  those  in  the  country 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  govern- 
ment was  carried  on,  had  published  a  special  work,  which 
had  been  submitted  by  him  to  each  of  the  four  Houses 
at  one  of  their  full  meetings.  In  this  work  he  had  sounded 
a  fearful  alarm  about  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  made 
charges  in  general  against  judges,  senators,  and  civil  officers, 
and  also  proposed  several  radical  changes  which  seemed 
necessary  to  him  in  the  form  of  government.  A  summary 
of  these  inculpations  and  of  the  proposals  for  improving  the 
form  of  government,  Swedenborg  collected  for  the  purpose  of 
refuting  them,  in  the  following  nine  points,  where  what  is 
printed  in  Italics  is  extracted  from  Nordencrantz's  book,  and 
the  rest  contains  Swedenborg's  refutation." 
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The  whole  of  what  follows  is  taken  from  the  MSS.  that 
were  left  by  Swedenborg.  The  title  of  Swedenborg's  paper 
is  as  follows :] 


SSORT  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  BOOK  OF    NOEDENCEANTZ,"*  THE  COVNCILZOTt 
OF  COMMERCE,  WITH  REMARKS  UPON  THE  SAME.* 


I.  "With  respect  to  the  first  point,  that  all  state  offices  high 
as  well  as  low,  except  the  ecclesiastical  and  military,  should  he 
changed  every  second  or  third  year,  every  one  may  reflect 
1.  how  the  Swedish  country  would  look  if  all  state  officers,  viz. 
Senators,  Presidents,  Councillors  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
the  Departments  of  Chancery,  War,  Exchequer,  Mining,  and 
Commerce,  all  Assessors  and  provincial  Governors,  superior 
and  district  Judges,  Mayors  and  Council-men,  etc.,  should  hence- 
forth, after  every  second  year,  be  dismissed,  and  new  ones 
appointed  in  their  place  for  two  or  three  years.  How  should 
the  new  officers  be  obtained?  What  should  their  qualifications 
be?  2.  What  should  those  who  have  been  dismissed  do 
to  feed  themselves,  their  wives,  and  children?  and  would 
not  the  greater  part  of  them  be  obliged  to  go  about  beg- 
ging? 3.  Does  not  every  office  require  its  own  knowledge 
and  experience,  which  are  acquired  and  increased  throughout 
a  whole  life-time  ?  What  great  acts  of  injustice  and  what  con- 
fusion would  arise,  simply  from  the  ignorance  and  inexperience 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  tliis  paper  under  the  title :  "Kort  utdrag  utaf 
Commercie  Radet  Herr  Nordencrants  Bok,"  &c.,  fills  five  pages  on  leaves 
33  to  35  in  the  volume  of  "Riksdagsskrifter"  among  the  Swedenborg  MSS. 
in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm.  It  was  printed 
by  Dr.  Kahl  in  his  "Nya  Kyi'kan,"  &c.,  part  11,  pp.  56  to  63. 

This  paper  was  adverted  to  by  Count  A.  J.  von  Hopken  in  liis  first 
letter  to  General  Tuxen,  in  the  following  words:  "The  most  sohd  memorials, 
and  the  best  penned,  at  the  Diet  of  1761,  on  matters  of  finance,  were 
presented  by  him  (Swedenborg).  In  one  of  these  he  refuted  a  large  work 
in  quarto  on  the  same  subject,  quoted  all  the  corresponding  passages  of  it, 
and  all  this  in  less  than  one  sheet." 


Doc.  181.]    BEVIEW  OF  N0RDENCEA:STZ'S  BOOK  517 

of  the  new  officials,  who  would  have  to  be  changed  every  second 
or  tiiii'd  year?  AVhat  an  amount  of  gifts  and  bribes  would  have 
to  be  given  and  taken  [during  their  time  of  otiice],  in  order  that 
they  might  secure  a  livelihood  for  future  time !  4.  From  this  the  full 
absui'dity  of  the  proposal  may  be  seen;  yea  it  appears  almost  at 
first  sight  fi-om  this  consideration  only,  that  it  militates  directly 
against  an  institution  which  has  been  established  in  Sweden  from 
times  immemorial,  and  which  is  likewise  one  of  the  pillars  for 
the  preservation  of  our  freedom,  inasmuch  as  every  one  finds 
himself  secure  in  his  office  during  his  life-time,  but  insecure 
under  an  arbitrary  government,  and  still  more  so  in  case  such 
a  proposal  should  be  enacted. 

II.  That  tlie  Icrjislative  and  judiciary  or  executive  power  slioidd 
not  he  united  in  one  x^erson;  that  is,  that  no  government  official 
shoidd  have  a  vote  in  the  Diet,  or  he  a  memher  of  a  committee 
of  the  Diet;  by  the  judiciary  or  executive  (lagski])ande)  power 
are  understood  government  officials,  and  by  the  legislative 
(lagstijtande)  poAver  the  Houses  of  the  Diet.  The  following 
points  must  here  be  taken  into  consideration:  1.  How  would 
our  House  of  Nobles  look,  and  how  would  it  be  composed, 
if  all  civil  officials  of  the  government,  high  as  well  as  low, 
were  separated  from  it?  Again,  how  would  the  House  of 
Burghers  look,  if  all  Burgomasters  and  Council-men  were 
taken  out  of  it?  2.  What  would  become  of  the  private 
committee  and  all  the  remaining  committees,  if  there  were 
no  men  of  office  among  them  who  possess  the  requisite  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  the  matters  discussed  there?  3.  At 
every  Diet  the  practice  is  followed,  and  carefully  preserved,  of 
not  having  any  members  of  the  government  departments  and 
of  the  higher  and  lower  courts  of  justice  in  the  committees, 
which  are  placed  over  them?  What  more  can  be  wanted? 
4.  This  proposal  also  militates  directly  against  our  form  of 
government,  which  decrees,  that  every  noble  family  should  have 
a  seat  and  vote  in  the  House  of  Nobles,  and  that  none  be  ex- 
cluded on  account  of  his  being  an  official  of  government;  the  very 
maintenance  and  security  of  our  government  depends  upon  tliis. 

These  are  the  two  chief  proposals  which  run  through  the 
book  of  Nordencrantz,  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  from  begin- 
ning to  end. 
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III.  Statements  respecting  unjust  dealings  of  a  judge  in 
general,  and  every  other  man  in  ]particidar,  also  on  the  im- 
^perfections  of  our  laiv,  may  be  brought  forward  by  tbousands, 
and  generally  on  imjiist  grounds,  inasmuch  as  every  one  who 
loses  his  case  considers  himself  unjustly  treated;  as  is  also 
probably  the  case  with  the  specimen  brought  forward  and 
specially  mentioned  by  the  Councillor  of  Commerce  himself. 
The  best  course  to  be  followed  is  to  report  special  cases  of 
this  kind  to  the  Houses  of  the  Diet,  when  justice  will  be  dealt 
out  to  him  who  is  in  the  right. 

IV.  Denunciations  against  resolutions  passed  by  the  Houses 
of  the  Diet  I  will  not  touch  upon,  as  the  Houses  themselves 
are  in  session,  and  are  able  to  express  themselves  on  these 
matters. 

V.  About  corrupt  practices  and  the  arbitrary  poiver  wield- 
ed hy  many  (mangvalde)^  and  also  hy  individuals  (envalde)  at 
the  sessions  of  the  Diet,  much  is  said,  and  by  the  arbitrary 
power  wielded  by  many  are  meant  the  combinations,  cliques, 
or  caucuses  (sammansdttningar),  which  are  formed  at  the 
various  Diets.  Hereupon  the  following  answer  may  be  given. 
1.  In  fi'ee  governments  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  corrupt 
practices  and  power  being  exercised  by  cliques  on  the  ground 
of  such  practices;  yet  these  are  continually  undergoing  changes, 
i.  e.  they  increase  and  decrease  at  every  session  of  the  Diet:  in 
Sweden,  however,  these  practices  are  much  more  insignificant 
than  in  England,  as  is  even  admitted  by  the  author;  moreover, 
they  cannot  grow  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  injurious  to  our  govern- 
ment, inasmuch  as  we  have  four  Houses,  one  ofwhichhasas  much 
power  as  the  other;  besides  every  member  in  each  House  has  the 
same  right  of  voting,  so  that  a  general  and  individual  counter- 
balance is  provided  against  corrupt  practices  and  against  power 
being  exercised  by  combinations.  2.  Moreover,  corrupt  practices 
in  free  governments  are  like  small  ripples,  compared  with  large 
waves  in  absolute  monarchies  (enwdlde);  in  absolute  or  arbit- 
rary monarchies  favourites  and  the  favourites  of  favourites,  yea 
the  unlimited  monarch  himself,  are  corrupted  by  men  study- 
ing and  appealing  to  their  passions;  of  which  many  terrible 
instances  may  be  given,  which  have  taken  place  in  such  king- 
doms.    I  may  be  allowed  to   cite  in  a  few  words   what  has 
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happened  under  two  of  our  unlimited  monarchs,  viz.  King 
Charles  XI  and  King  Charles  XII.  The  former  was  cor- 
rupted by  his  own  passion  for  carrying  out  the  policy  of  se- 
questration (reduction),  with  a  cniel  mode  of  liquidation,  and 
of  issuing  many  decrees  for  carrying  out  the  same,  under 
•which  they  who  chose  could  expropriate  and  conjfiscate  all  ma- 
norial and  freehold  estates,  which  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  nobility  throughout  the  whole  country.  The  latter  was 
corrupted  at  the  hands  of  Baron  Gortz''^  by  his  passion  for 
putting  himself  in  possession  of  the  whole  Bank;  of  calling  in 
all  silver  coin  in  the  whole  country,  no  matter  by  whom  it 
was  held;  of  allowing  every  one  to  advance  money  upon 
the  property  of  others,  and,  in  case  they  could  not  redeem 
it,  to  take  possession  of  it;  of  forcibly  taking  all  who 
could  bear  arms,  and  exposing  them  to  the  enemy.  By 
these  and  many  other  similar  measures  Baron  Gortz^^  suc- 
ceeded in  corrupting  Charles  XII,  by  pandering  to  his  passion 
for  war.  From  this  it  may  be  seen  that  one  absolute 
or  arbitrary  monarch  is  able  to  do  more  mischief  in  one  year, 
than  a  clique  or  combination  of  many  at  a  session  of  the  Diet 
could  accomphsh  in  a  hundred  years;  inasmuch  as  in  the 
various  Houses  of  the  Diet  their  influence  is  counterbalanced 
generally  and  individually;  while  in  an  absolute  monarchy 
there  is  no  such  counter-weight.  3.  Inasmuch  as  the  author 
makes  such  an  ado  about  the  power  exercised  by  many,  [i.  e. 
by  chques,]  being  more  insufferable  than  that  exercised 
in  an  arbitrary  monarchy,  I  desire  him  to  reflect  upon  this 
case,  and  to  subscribe  and  rubricate  it,  viz.  that  one  man 
nominates  out  of  three  Houses  forty-eight  members  to  form  a 
committee,  of  which  he  himself  is  the  speaker,  and  that  he 
binds  these  members  by  an  oath  not  to  divulge  what  is  trans- 
acted and  discussed  in  that  committee. 

VI.  Against  promotions  to  higher  posts  of  honour,  and  on 
rank  and  titles:  against  the  former  an  objection  is  brought 
only  in  one  place  in  the  book,  where  a  reply  is  made,  that 
such  promotions  are  no  encouragement  for  virtue  aiid 
merit. 

VII.  Against  the  estaUishment  of  mines  and  iron-ivorks 
in  Sweden  objections  are  made  in  two  places,  where  a  state- 
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ment  is  made,  that  tliey  are  scarcely  of  any  use  to  the  country; 
when  yet  Sweden  owes  to  them  all  her  motive  power  in  commerce 
and  every-day  life,  and  derives  from  them  all  her  revenue  and. 
wealth,  and  with  their  products  pays  for  all  her  importations 
from  abroad,  for  the  purposes  of  manufacture,  and  for  clothing 
and  food.  But,  perhaps,  this  allegation  is  introduced  for  this 
reason,  that  the  iron-works  at  Schebo  have  slipped  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Councillor  of  Commerce. 

yill.  That  the  jgoiver  of  the  censor  of  the  ]i)ress  is  too 
limited  in  Sweden,  and  that  he  ought  only  to  be  ansiuerable 
to  the  Houses  of  the  Diet,  and  ought  to  rank  ivith  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Court:  on  this  subject  I  cannot  make  any  obser- 
vation, either  in  favour  or  in  opposition  to  it;  inasmuch  as 
the  Houses  of  the  Diet,  which  are  now  in  session,  can  them- 
selves deliberate  on  this  subject,  and  settle  it  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  be  found  most  useful  to  the  country. 

IX.  The  first  tivo  proposals  and  the  fifth  seem  to  furnish 
arguments  in  favour  of  an  absolute  monarchy;  but  that  they 
do  not  furnish  any  arguments  in  its  favour,  may  be  seen  from 
the  preceding  answers.  I  pass  over  several  statements  which 
have  been  made  in  certain  places,  because  they  seem  to  be 
disregarded  in  the  book  itself. 

In  conclusion,  as  the  book  has  been  published  and  circulated 
among  the  Houses  of  the  Diet,  and  cannot  be  called  in  again, 
and  it  is  not  advisable  that  it  should,  it  is  submitted,  whether 
free  access  to  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  all,  in  order  that 
the  proposals  discussed  in  it  may  be  opposed  in  writing,  and 
that  such  answers  may  be  freely  printed,  so  that  all  may  appear 
in  a  light  which  cannot  be  seen  clearly  in  the  book  itself,  on 
account  of  its  prolixity  from  the  many  long  discourses,  ex- 
tracts from  governmental  acts,  citations  from  authors  and 
the  digressions  to  which  they  give  rise,  which  might  cause  an 
impression  with  the  reader,  as  if  they  were  profoundly  ex- 
cogitated, wise,  and  learned. 

If  a  reference  be  required  to  the  pages  of  the  book  where 
these  nine  propositions  are  sought  to  be  established,  such  re- 
ference will  be  given  on  demand,  as  they  are  all  marked. 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 
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[To  tliis  the  autlior  of  "Nya  Kyrkan,"  etc.,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing addition,  "The  preceding  remarks  with  a  few  others 
of  less  importance,  which  we  have  passed  over,  Swedenborg 
made  against  Nordencrantz's  book ;  he  communicated  them 
to  the  gentleman  liimself,  had  them  introduced  into  the  proto- 
col of  the  House  of  JSobles,  and  announced  to  a  full  session 
(till  plena)  of  each  of  the  four  Houses.] 


DOCmiENT  182. 

FIEST  LETTER  OF  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORa 

TO  NORDENCRANTZ,^^^  COUNCILLOR 

OF  COMMERCE. 

(ENCLOSIXO  A  COPY  OF  THE   FOREGOING  REMARKS.)"- 

I  have  the  honour  of  communicating  to  you  a  few  remarks 
on  your  book,  upon  which  you  have  expended  a  good  deal  of 
thought,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  regard  with  disfavour  my 
having  made  and  communicated  them  to  you ;  but  our  form  of 
government  and  our  freedom  are  dear  to  me.  You  will  not  find 
any  cause  to  retort  in  strong  terms  upon  my  remarks,  as  I 
have  gone  the  mild  and  not  the  hard  way,  and  have  not  em- 
ployed harsh  terms  in  exposing  what  has  been  written  against 
our  established  form  of  government  for  the  purpose  of  upset- 
ting its  chief  fundamental  pillar,  where  besides  detracting 
language  has  been  used  of  everything  else:  nor  in  exposing 
what  has  been  said  about  an  arbitrary  monarchy,  and  other 
matters.  Moreover,  I  do  not  intend  to  pursue  the  hard  way, 
unless  you  should  express  yourself  in  too  strong  terms  respect- 
ing   my    remarks — which    I    do    not    anticipate.      As    to    the 

*  A  Swedish  copy  of  this  letter  is  contained  in  Vol.  XVI,  p.  311  of  tlie 
"Berf:^us  Collection  of  Letters,"  &c.  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  in  Stockliolm. 
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rest,    I    commend    myself  to    your   favourable    consideration, 
and  remain,  well-born  Councillor  of  Commerce, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  January  31,  1761. 


DOCUMENT  183. 

LETTER  OF  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORa  TO 
BAEON  [CARL  FREDRIC  HOPKEN]  * 

Higb-born  Baron  and  President, 

I  have  the  honour  of  sending  to  you  the  en- 
closed remarks  on  the  book  of  Nordencrantz,^^^  the  Councillor 
of  Commerce,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the 
Councillor  of  Commerce,  which  I  addressed  to  him  yesterday 
with  a  copy  of  my  remarks.  You  will  please  not  to  let  any 
one  read  the  copy  of  my  letter,  with  the  exception  of  His 
Excellency  your  brother,-]-  who  does  not  yet  know  anything 
about  this;  the  remarks,  however,  may  be  seen  by  any  one  who 
would  Kke  to  see  them;  for  they  are  made  upon  a  printed 
book,  against  which  any  one  may  write  or  publish  what  he 
pleases. 

I  remain  with  [all  due  respect,] 

[Em.  Swedenboeg.] 
[Stockholm,  February  1,  1761.] 

*  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  this  letter  was  wiitten  to  Baron 
Carl  Fredric  von  Hopken,  '34  the  brother  of  Count  Anders  Johau  von 
H6pken,2s  as  he  was  at  the  time  President  of  the  Exchequer-CoUege 
(Cammar- Collegium).  He  was  a  younger  brother  of  Count  Hopken,  and 
died  in  1778.  A  Swedish  copy  of  this  letter  in  Swedenborg's  own  hand- 
writing is  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  among  Sweden- 
borg's "Riksdagsskrifter,"  on  leaf  57. 

•j-  Count  Anders  Johan  von  H6pken,-s  who  was  at  the  time  Piime 
Minister  of  Sweden. 


DOCUMENT  184. 

REPLY  OF  NORDENCRANTZ/^^  THE  COUNCILLOR 

OF  COMMERCE,  TO  SWEDENBORG'S 

FIRST  LETTER* 

I  should  be  wanting  in  the  esteem  which  I  owe  to  so  worthy 
and  learned  a  man,  if  I  left  unanswered  the  letter  with  which 
you  honoured  me  on  the  31st  of  last  month,  and  which  con- 
tained some  remarks  on  the  work  which  has  been  distributed 
among  the  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet.  Still  with  regard  to 
its  contents  I  have  no  other  reply  to  make  than  this,  that 
although  both  of  us  seem  to  have  the  same  end  in  view,  viz. 
to  seek  the  truth,  and  to  be  of  use  to  our  country,  we  may 
yet  err  in  respect  to  the  ways  and  means,  wherefore  you  are 
quite  at  liberty  to  expose  my  errors  in  public,  either  by  the 
press  or  by  memorials  communicated  to  the  Honourable  Houses 
of  the  Diet.  Again,  it  is  not  in  my  power,  nor,  if  it  was,  is 
it  my  wish,  for  the  sake  of  enlightening  those  whom  it  con- 
cerns, to  deny  to  you  either  one  or  both  of  these  ways ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  as  you  have  sent  me  your  remarks,  which  was 
scarcely  necessaiy,  I  challenge  you  to  do  the  same  for  the 
sake  of  truth  and  of  light.  I  myself  will  furnish  you  an 
occasion  of  choosing  the  way  through  the  Houses  of  the 
Diet,  by  an  answer  to  a  memorial  written  against  me 
some  time  ago,  and  which  was  submitted  to  the  Houses 
of  the  Diet  while  I  was  unwell,  and  of  which  I  received 
notice  only  a  few  days  ago.  As  you  are  animated  by  such  a 
praiseworthy  zeal  to  enlighten  our  fellow-citizens  with  respect 

*  A  copy  of  the  Swedish  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  "Bergius  Col- 
lection of  Letters,"  &c.  Vol.  XVI,  p.  312,  in  tho  Library  of  the  Academy  uf 
Sciences  in  Stockholm. 
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to  some  errors  committed  against  the  fundamental  laws,  against 
truth  and  justice,  no  better  opportunity  could  be  given,  than 
will  be  afforded  to  you  by  myself;  but  if  your  honour  should 
suffer  as  much  in  this  undertaking,  as,  in  a  sufficiently  pal- 
pable manner  even  at  the  expense  of  truth,  you  have  sought 
to  tarnish  mine,  which  you  have  done  in  the  remarks  enclos- 
ed to  me,  I  must  beg  you  not  to  lay  the  blame  of  it  on  me. 
"Whichever  channel,  however,  you  may  seek  for  our  controversy, 
whether  you  choose  the  Houses  of  the  Diet  or  the  press,  I  am 
ready  for  either  (ad  utrumqiie  jmratus).  Meanwhile  I  can- 
not regard  it  otherwise  than  as  a  mere  matter  of  politeness 
that  you  have  chosen  to  communicate  your  remarks  to  me,  and 
I  cannot  think  it  has  been  your  intention  that  I  should  ex- 
plain myself  to  you  in  a  similar  manner ;  this  is  plainly  im- 
possible: for  as  the  purpose  of  your  criticisms  is  no  doubt 
to  enlighten  the  Houses  of  the  Diet  and  our  fellow-citizens  on 
the  subject  of  my  errors,  that  purpose  can  only  be  reahzed  by 
making  your  remarks  public  through  the  press — inasmuch  as 
the  supposed  errors  are  also  printed. 

Meanwhile  I  desire  you  to  remain  assured,  that  neither 
the  censor  nor  I  will  allow  the  charge  to  be  brought  against 
us,  either  in  public  or  in  private,  of  having  written  against  the 
fundamental  laws.  We  repudiate  the  charge,  as  a  charge  of 
treason,  which  could  be  expiated  only  by  the  loss  of  life, 
honour,  and  possessions.    I  remain,  well-born  Assessor, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

NOEDENCRANTZ. 

Stockholm,  February  1,  1761. 

[The  reply  of  Nordencrantz,  the  Councillor  of  Commerce, 
upon  Swedenborg's  memorial  read  before  the  several  Houses 
of  the  Diet  on  Jan.  12,  1761,  was  placed  in  due  time  before 
these  Houses,  while  Swedenborg  was  out  of  town.  Upon  his 
return  he  read  the  following  memorandum  in  the  House  of 
Nobles :] 


DOCUMENT  185. 

STATEMENT  READ  BY  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORa 
IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  NOBLES. 

F.  M.    (PRO  MEMORIA).* 

"When  the  memorial  which  Nordencrantz/^^  the  Councillor 
of  Commerce,  wrote  against  me  was  read,  I  was  not  in  town, 
but  I  had  occasion  to  read  it  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  whole 
House ;  and  I  was  surprised  then  to  find,  that  this  gentleman 
had  applied  to  himself  every  thing  I  had  written  in  my  me- 
morial of  the  12th  of  January ;  when  yet  it  was  written  for 
all  those,  whoever  they  may  be,  who  collect  charges  of  faults 
and  short-comings,  and  thereby  seek  to  make  the  people 
discontented  with  our  excellent  government,  and  to  prepare 
the  way  thereby  for  a  revolution,  by  which  the  country  might 
fall  unawares  into  the  hands  of  an  arbitrary  government.  All 
this  Nordencrantz ,  the  Councillor  of  Copimerce,  ought  not  to 
have  appHed  exclusively  to  himself. 

Read  in  the  House  of  Nobles  on  February  16,  1761. 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  this  memorandum  is  found  in  the  Library  of 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm  among  Swedenborg's  "Riksdags- 
ekrifter"  on  leaf  56. 


DOCUMENT  186. 

STATEMENT   PREPARED    BY   SWEDENBORa 

IN  REPLY  TO  THE  MEMORIAL  OF 

NORDENCRANTZ/^^ 

INSERTED  IN  THE  3IINUTES  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  NOBLES  * 

From  wliat  has  just  been  read,  I  learn  that  my  memorial, 
which  was  read  on  January  12,  is  supposed  to  militate  against 
the  liberty  which  every  member  of  the  Diet  has  of  lodging  com- 
plaints against  unjust  deahngs  committed  either  by  judges  or 
civil  officers.  But  my  humble  memorial  on  the  contrary 
insists  that  all  such  things  ought  to  be  reported,  inquired  into, 
and  settled,  especially  by  the  large  secret  commission  or  com- 
mittee. My  object  in  submitting  this  memorial  has  been,  to 
prevent  in  time  our  excellent  established  form  of  government 
from  being  darkened"  and  blackened  by  the  charge  of  a  count- 
less number  of  faults  against  it,  whereby  the  desire  for  re- 
volution is  engendered.  And  as  it  is  supposed  by  some — 
although  I  do  not  share  this  apprehension — that  this  result  may 
be  produced  by  the  book  of  Nordencrantz,^^^  the  Councillor 
of  Commerce,  I  therefore  beg  permission  to  hand  in  a  few 
remarks  upon  it ;  especially  as  I  understand  that  similar 
charges  will  be  brought  before  the  other  Houses.  In  these 
remarks  I  propose  to  show  the  great  absurdity  of  a  proposal 
made  there  with  the  claim  of  being  rational,  by  which  all 
officers  of  the  state,  with  the  exception  of  the  clergy  and  the 
army,  are  to  give  up  their  places  every  second  or  third  year. 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  this  paper,  under  the  heading  "Sicar  till 
protocollet,"  is  presei-v-ed  on  leaf  58  in  the  volume  of  Swedenborg's  "Kiks- 
dagsskrifter"  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm. 
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And  inasmuch  as  Xordencrantz,  the  Councillor  of  Commerce, 
has  nominated  from  three  Houses  the  memhers  of  a  Committee 
of  which  he  is  the  chairman,  and  as  he  has  bound  them  by 
an  oath  not  to  divulge  anything  that  may  be  transacted  there, 
I  should  like  also  to  submit  in  all  humihty  a  paper  wherein 
are  shown  what  consequences  and  dangers  such  a  gathering 
may  have,  unless  the  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet  keep  an 
eye  upon  it,  and  resolve  that  this  committee  shall  not  be  a 
precedent  for  any  future  time. 


DOCUMENT  187. 

SWEDENBORG'S  ANSWER  TO  NORDEN- 

CRANTZ'S^^^  MEMORIAL  TO  THE 

HOUSES  OF  THE  DIET  * 

In  my  memorial,  which  was  handed  in  on  January  12,  I 
have  not  incriminated  any  one  in  particular;  but  I  have  simply 
stated  in  general  that  there  is  no  cause  of  inculpating  our 
excellent  government  by  charging  it  with  short-comings,  nor 
of  blaming  our  judges  and  executive  governors  by  accusing 
them  of  injustice  and  negligence,  unless  such  cases  are  speci- 
fically stated :  for  such  charges  may  be  obtained  by  the  thou- 
sand, though  chiefly  without  any  one  being  willing  to  certify 
to  their  truth,  as  every  one  who  loses  his  case  considers  himself 
unjustly  treated,  and  from  spite  collects  similar  cases  from 
others.  The  cause  of  my  humble  memorial  was  the  perusal  of 
a  book  which  had  been  distributed  among  the  several  Houses 
of  the  Diet,  and  wherein  I  did  not  find  a  single  passage  in 
which  our  government  is  praised,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  which 
it  is  found  fault  with  from  beginning   to  end;    when  yet  our 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  tliis  paper  is  in  the  Library  of  the 
Academy  of  Science  in  Stockholm  on  leaf  53  of  Swedenborg's  "Kiksdags- 
ekiifter,"  under  the  heading  "Ad  Protocollum." 
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government  is  not  only  good,  but  is  even  the  best  of  all.  I 
excuse,  however,  all  those  who  by  nature  are  inclined  to  find 
fault  with  every  thing  which  they  see  and  hear :  as  they  can- 
not do  otherwise  than  follow  their  own  nature  and  bent,  accord- 
ing to  the  proverb,  that  every  bird  sings  according  as  its  bill 
is  formed. 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 
[Stockholm,  February  16,  1761.] 

[Addressed  by  Swedenborg  to  the  Speakers  of  the  Houses 
of  the  Clergy,  of  Burghers,  and  of  Peasants.] 


DOCUMENT  188. 

SECOND  LETTER  OF  EMANUEL  SWEDENBOEG 

TO  NOBDENCBANTZ, 

THE  COUNCH^LOB  OF  COMMEBCE  * 

As  I  had  the  honour  of  communicating  to  you  some 
passages  from  your  book  with  remarks  thereon,  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  that  I  have  corroborated 
these  remarks  by  some  extracts,  and  have  made  them  public 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  nine  points  in 
my  remarks  are  correctly  made.  I  was  obliged  to  do  this,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  having  produced  false  charges. 
They  are  mere  extracts  without  any  addition ;  and  as  they 
fill  ten  sheets  in  large  handwriting,  I  am  unable  to  com- 
municate them  to  you  on  account  of  the  sheer  trouble  of 
transcribing  them :  still  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  be  able 
to  examine  them  in  the  hands  of  some  one  else. 

I  am  surprised  to  find  from  the  memorial  which  you  have 
handed  in,  in  reply  to  mine  of  Jan.  12,  that  you  apply  all 
that  was    written   therein   to  yourself,    when   yet  it   was   for 

*  The  original  draught  of  this  letter,  of  which  the  above  is  a  translation, 
is  preserved  on  leaf  50  of  S-\vedenborg's  "Eiksdagsskrilter"  in  the  Library 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm. 
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all  in  general  wlierever  they  may  be.  My  having  mentioned 
you  in  it,  and  having  placed  you  in  the  same  category  with 
myself,  was  for  the  purpose  of  exempting  you  from  it,  and 
thus  of  preventing  you  from  attributing  to  yourself  anything  of 
what  followed.  AVhen  spring  comes  I  expect  to  have  the  honour 
of  your  company  in  my  garden,  and  hope  that  you  w'ill  enjoy 
yourself  there  with  Oelreich,^''^  the  Councillor  of  Chancery,  and 
his  good  lady. 

I  remain  with  all  due  respect, 
[Em.  Swedenboeg.] 
[Stockholm,  February  17,  1761.J 


DOCUMENT  189. 

LETTER  FROM  SWEDENBORa  TO  [BARON 
CARL  FREDRIC  HOPKEN.]*^'* 

Pro  Memoria. 
You  will  kindly  permit  me  to  send  you  these  extracts  from 
the  book  of  Nordencrantz,^^*  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  which 
are  made  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the  excerpts  and  the 
remarks  made  upon  them  wliich  I  have  quoted  and  sent  you  before, 
are  correctly  stated ;  for  otherwise  the  author  and  his  sup- 
porters may  spread  the  idea,  that  these  things  are  connected 
in  a  different  manner.  "Will  you,  high-born  Baron  and 
President,  upon  receiving  tliis,  kindly  give  it  a  cursory  ex- 
amination ;  it  consists  of  mere  extracts  without  any  indication 
that  the  former  belongs  to  me,  but  not  the  latter.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  dare  take  the  freedom  of  asking  you  to  have 
four  copies  of  the  enclosed  made  by  one  of  your  subordinates, 
so  that  upon  receiving  them  I  may  be  able  to  present  one  to 

*  Compare  Document  183.  The  onpinal  draught  of  this  letter,  of  which 
the  above  is  a  translation,  is  presei'ved  on  leaf  55  of  the  volume  of  Sweden- 
borg's  "Riksdagsskrifter"  in  the  Libiary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in 
Stockholm. 
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each  House;  as  they  must  have  received  my  former  document 
before  this  time.*  I  am  quite  willing  to  pay  the  copyists.  I 
entreat  you  most  humbly  to  forgive  me  the  liberty  which  I 
have  taken;  for  I  myself  have  not  any  opportunity  for  getting 
this  done. 

[Em.  Swedenboeg.] 

[Stockholm,  February  17,  1761.] 


DOCUMENT  190. 

REPLY  OF  NORDENCRANTZ,^^'  THE  COUNCniLOR 

OF  COMMERCE,  TO  SWEDENBORG'S 

SECOND  LETTER.f 

Well-born  Assessor, 

You  have  been  pleased  to  inform  me  in  a 
recent  letter,  that  you  have  made  an  additional  extract  from 
my  book,  by  which  you  intend  to  prove,  that  I  have  written 
against  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country,  and  also  that  I 
may  receive  a  copy  of  it  through  some  one  else. 

Since  my  last  answer  I  have  expected  to  see  the  first  nine 
remarks  made  public,  either  by  the  press  or  by  a  memorial 
addressed  to  the  several  Houses  of  the  Diet.  As,  however, 
this  has  not  been  done,  and  meanwhile  copies  have  been  cir- 
culated secretly  in  the  town,  you  must  not  think  it  strange, 
if  I  leave  such  writings  unanswered,  unless  they  appear  either 
in  print,  like  the  one  which  is  criticized,  or  are  brought  either 
before  the  Houses  of  the  Diet  or  before  His  Majesty:  but 
when  I  do  answer  them  I  shall  class  them  among  libels,  if 
they  are  circulated  secretly ;  and  the  charge  of  having  written 

*  Swedenborg  seems  to  have  delayed  the  handing  in  of  his  "Remarks" 
to  the  several  Houses  of  the  Diet  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  time  foi'  the 
preparation  of  the  extracts,  by  which  these  remarks  were  to  be  supported. 

f  The  Swedish  original  of  this  letter  is  contained  in  the  "Bergius 
Collection  of  Letters,"  &c.  Vol.  XVI,  p.  314,  in  the  Libraiy  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences. 
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against  the  fundamental  laws   of  the   country  I  regard  as  a 
calumny  and  a  lie  of  the  most  infamous  kind,  and  the  crimin- 
ahty  of  which  cannot  be  excused  on  the  plea  of  ignorance  of 
what  is  properly  understood  by  fundamental  laws. 
I  remain,  well-born  Assessor, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

NOEDENCEANTZ. 

Stockholm,  February  18,  1761. 


DOCUMENT  191. 
A. 

THIRD  LETTER  OF  SWEDENBORG  IN  REPLY 
TO  C.  R.  NORDENCRANTZ.  ^^^* 

"Well-bom  Councillor  of  Commerce, 

My  answer  to  your  last  letter  is  as  follows :  I 
have  only  done  what  was  done  by  yourself.  You  announced 
youi'  book  '-'till lolena,''''  (i.e.  to  the  four  Houses  in  full  sitting,) 
and  afterwards  made  it  public ;  I  extracted  from,  and  remarked 
upon,  your  book,  and  afterwards  made  extracts  from  it  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  proofs;  I  then  announced  this  ^Hill  plena" 
in  the  four  Houses,  and  afterwards  made  it  public.  The  difi'er- 
ence  simply  is,  that  the  one  is  printed,  and  the  other  written ; 
and  as  I  did  all  openly,  and,  besides,  communicated  it  to  you, 
and  informed  you  of  it,  and  did  not  circulate  it  in  secret,  you  ought 
to  have  hesitated  before  applying  the  offensive  word  "libel."  Again 
as  I  have  not  once  mentioned  the  word  "fundamental  law"either 
in  my  first  or  in  my  later  communication,  the  words  '■^calumny  and 
lie  ot  the  most  infamous  kind"  ought  not  to  have  flowed  from 
your  head  into  your  pen:  for  to  write  in  such  a  style  is  the 
mark  rather  of  an  ii'rational  than  of  a  rational  man.  Accord- 
ingly, you  rubricate   only  my  last  communication,   which  con- 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  this  letter  is  preserved  in  the  "Bergius 
Collection  of  Letters,"  &c.  Vol.  XVI,  p.  315,  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  in  Stockholm. 
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sists    entirely    of  extracts    from  your   own  book.     Mfeanwhile 
the  above  words  remain  standing  to  your  own  account. 

You  are  now  at  full  liberty  to  address  yourself  to  the 
Houses  of  the  Diet,  and  to  leave  your  own  and  my  affair 
to  their  high  judicature.  I  presume  you  will  not  indulge  in 
offensive  and  insulting  expressions,  as  these  may  recoil  upon 
yourself;  for  there  is  an  abundant  cause  given  for  them  in 
your  book.     I  remain,  well-born  Councillor  of  Commerce, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
E.  S. 
February  19. 

Several  draughts  of  this  letter  were  written  by  Swedenborg, 
before  he  agreed  upon  the  foregoing ;  they  are  all  preserved 
among  his  "Riksdagsskrifter"  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Stockholm.  These  draughts  follow  here  in  their 
order. 


B. 

FmST  DEAUGHT  OF  SWEDENBORa'S  THIRD 

LETTER  TO  NORDENCRANTZ,^''  THE 

COUNCILLOR  OF  COMMERCE.* 

"Well-born  Councillor  of  Commerce, 

I  received  your  answer  written  in  statu  irati  (in  a  state  of 
anger).  I  desire  to  let  you  know  herewith,  that  I  have  not 
once  used  the  words  "fundamental  law."  My  remarks  on  your 
book,  with  their  proofs,  were  submitted  to  the  Houses  of 
the  Diet,  and  copies  have  been  taken  of  them.  I  have  accord- 
ingly done  nothing  else  but  what  you  have  done  with  your 
own  book,  with  the  only  difference  that  one  is  printed,  and 
the  other  written.  If  it  pleases  you  to  have  the  book  with  my 
extracts  and  proofs  examined  by  the  Houses  of  the^Diet,  this 
lies  within  your  power. 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  this  letter  is  contained  on  leaf  47  of  Sweden- 
borg's  "Riksdagsskrifter"  in  the  Libraiy  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in 
Stockholm. 
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I  do  not  answer  abusive  language,  well-born  Councillor 
of  Commerce;  for  one  man  is  a  greater  adept  in  this  than 
another ;  nor  do  I  make  any  further  remarks  upon  the  severe 
criticisms  which  you  have  made  on  our  government,  and 
which  are  much  severer  indeed  than  appears  from  the  extracts 
and  your  new  book.  I  am  willing  to  excuse  your  nature  and 
your  tendency  to  criticize  every  thing :  bird  and  bill. 

I  remain  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
Em.  Swedenbokg. 
February  18. 


C. 

SECOOT)  DEAUGHT  OF  SWEDENBORG'S  THIRD 

LETTER  TO  NORDENCRANTZ,^''  THE 

COUNCH^LOR  OF  COMJMERCE.* 

ANSWER. 

I  have  only  done  what  was  done  by  Councillor  of  Com- 
merce Nordencrantz  himself:  he  announced  his  book  '■'■till 
2)lena,^  and  afterwards  distributed  the  same.  I  made  extracts 
from  it,  and  announced  them  '■Hill  ijlena,''^  and  afterwards  made 
them  public.  The  difference  simply  is,  that  one  is  printed,  and 
the  other  written. 

I  have  heard  the  word  "libel,"  and  as  that  which  has  been 
announced  and  made  public  consists  exclusively  of  excerpts 
and  extracts  from  the  book  of  Councillor  of  Commerce  Norden- 
crantz, which  has  been  announced  and  published,  I  desire  to 
submit,  whether  it  does  not  follow  hence,  that  they  are  meant 
by  that  word. 

Em.  Swedenboeg. 

D. 

I  do  not  answer  abusive  language,  for  in  tliis  one  is  a 
greater  adept  than  another.-j- 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  this  letter  is  on  leaf  51  of  the  "Riksdags- 
slcrifter." 

•{■  The  original  of  this  scrap  is  on  leaf  52  of  the  "Riksdagsskrifter." 


DOCUMENT  192. 
P.  M.  (PRO  MEMORIA.) 

[TO   BE  APPENDED  TO   SWEDENBOEO'S    COLLECTION    OF  EXTBACTS  FROM  THE 
BOOK  OF  NOBDENCBANTZ,  THE  COUNCILLOR  OF  COMMERCE.]* 

That  military  offices  are  to  be  held  during  life-time,  is 
contained  in  the  book  on  page  650,  but  nothing  is  said  about 
the  right  of  military  officers  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Nobles, 
I  do  not  therefore  know  what  he  means  by  saying  that  the 
judiciary  power,  which  has  to  give  an  account  of  itself,  ought 
not  to  be  united  in  the  same  person  with  the  legislative  power, 
which  has  the  right  of  demanding  an  account;  perhaps  noblemen 
possessing  real  estate  and  who  are  out  of  service,  ought  alone 
to  constitute  the  House,  and  to  them  the  heads  of  families 
who  are  in  service  are  to  give  representative  power;  as  is 
the  case  with  civil  officers,  p.  238. 

[Em.  Swedenboeg.] 

*  The  original  is  found  on  leaf  59  of  Swedenborg's  "Riksdagsskiifter," 
in  the  Libiai-y  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm.  This  P.  M.  is 
probably  an  answer  to  a  question  raised  in  the  House  of  Nobles  upon  the 
discussion  of  Nordencrantz's  book. 


DOCUMENT  193. 

STATEMENT  TO  BE  INSERTED  IN  THE  MINUTES 
OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  NOBLES.* 

[Nordencrantz,  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  seems  to  have 
answered  the  strictures  upon  his  book  that  had  been  submitt- 
ed to  the  Houses  of  the  Diet  by  Swedenborg,  whose  rejoinder 
to  Nordeucrantz's  memorial  is  as  follows:] 

I  have  only  done  what  has  been  done  by  the  Councillor 
of  Commerce  himself;  he  announced  his  book  '•'■till  plena^''  in 
the  four  Houses,  and  afterwards  pubhshed  it.  I  made  excerpts 
from  it  and  commented  upon  them,  and  extracts  to  serve  as 
proofs ;  these  I  announced  ^^till  plena^''  in  the  four  Houses, 
and  afterwards  made  them  public.  The  difference  is  simply 
that  the  one  is  printed,  and  the  other  is  written.  Moreover, 
I  have  communicated  them  myself  to  the  Councillor  of  Com- 
merce, and  informed  him  of  what  I  have  done ;  and  as  the 
book  is  printed  and  distributed,  every  man,  and  especially 
every  member  of  the  Diet,  is  at  liberty  and  consequently  I 
myself  am  at  Kberty,  to  do  what  I  have  done.  Besides,  I  have 
not  charged  the  Councillor  of  Commerce  with  having  written 
against  the  "fundamental  laws,"  as  he  calls  them,  nor  with 
having  endeavom-ed  either  by  open  or  secret  machinations  to 
introduce,  assist,  or  promote  a  different  form  of  goverment 
from  that  which  has  been  established  by  the  estates  of  the 
realm,  according  to  the  words  of  our  law,  chapter  on  crimes 
IV,  §  8.  May  God  preserve  him,  and  me,  and  all  from  this ! 
But  I  have  in  a  becoming  manner  extracted  from  the  book 
whatever  in  it  concerns  our  Swedish  government,  and  I  have 
commented  upon  it;  more  I  do  not  intend  to  do;  for  then  I 
should  dispute  what  is  clear  without  dispute, 

[Em.  Swedenbokg.] 

*  Ten  original  copies  of  this  document  in  Swedenborg's  handwriting 
arc  preseiTcd  on  leaves  36  to  45  of  his  "Kiksdapsskrii'ter,"  in  the  Library  of 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockliolm,  under  the  heading  "Till  protocoUet." 


DOCUMENT  194. 

LETTER  FROM  PRESIDENT  NIKLAS  VON 
OELREICff*''  TO  EMANUEL  SWEDENBORO. 

[The  estrangement  between  Swedenborg  and  Norden- 
crantz,^^^  the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  of  very  long  duration,  as  may  appear  from  the  following 
letter,  the  original  of  which  is  preserved  on  leaf  46  of  Sweden- 
borg's  Riksdag sskrifter  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Stockholm.] 

Herr  Nordencrantz,  Councillor  of  Commerce,  invites  the 
Herr  Assessor  and  myself  to  come  to  church  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  o'clock,  and  afterwards  to  dine  with  him.  He 
will  send  his  carriage,  and  at  the  above-named  time  I  shall 
call  for  the  Herr  Assessor  with  the  carriage.  I  am  very 
anxious  that  you  two  should  become  good  friends 

N.  V.  Oeleeich. 
Stockholm,  December  31,  1761, 


DOCUMENT  195. 

MEMORIAL  ADDRESSED  TO  THE  FOUR  HOUSES 

OF  THE  DIET  DT  BEHALF  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY, 

COUNT  A.  J.  VON  HOPKEN.^'* 

I  have  heard  in  pleno  (in  a  full  session  of  the  Diet)  that 
His  Excellency  Baron  Hopken,^^  has  sent  in  his  resignation  as 
Senator,  and  that  his  has  been  graciously  accepted,  with  greater 
distinction  than  the  others.    From  general  report  I  have  also 

*  The  original  of  this  memorial  is  contained  in  the  "Bergius  Collection 
of  Letters,"  &c.  Vol.  XVII,  p.  22,  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  in  Stockholm. 
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learned,  that  he  was  in  favour  of  sending  out  only  6000  men; 
but  that  subsequently,  in  conjunction  with  the  remaining  senators, 
he  provided  for  the  welfare  of  the  army.  With  regard  to 
the  first  point,  that  he  was  in  favour  of  only  6000  men  being 
sent  out,  the  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet  will  find  that 
this  was  in  accordance  with  our  alliances,  and  further  that  if 
we  had  limited  ourselves  to  this,  the  subsidies  that  had  been 
offered  and  received  would  have  been  sufficient  for  their 
maintenance,  and  the  country  would  not  have  been  burdened 
with  such  great  expenses  and  costs,  as  has  now  been  the  case. 
If  therefore  His  Excellency's  proposition  had  been  accepted 
by  the  majority  of  the  Council,  only  that  would  have  been 
done  which  ought  to  have  been  done,  and  the  country  would 
not  have  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  it.  With  regard 
to  the  other  point,  that  he  subsequently  together  with  the 
remaining  senators  provided  for  the  welfare  of  the  army,  in 
this  he  merely  did  his  duty:  for  had  he  refused  to  do  so,  he 
would  have  refused  to  follow  good  advice,  since  that  bade 
him  care  for  the  welfare  of  the  army  and  of  the  country; 
moreover,  it  would  have  been  inexcusable  in  him  not  to  have 
done  so,  and  great  blame  would  have  been  incurred  by  him. 
It  was  impossible  for  him,  as  Prime  Minister,  to  make  the 
opinions  of  all  agi'ee  with  his  own;  it  was  sufficient  for  him 
to  have  set  them  a  good  example.  I  cannot  help  being 
convinced  that,  in  every  tlung  which  he  did,  he  was  actuated 
by  an  honest  purpose  of  doing  the  best  for  his  country;  for 
I  am  specially  acquainted  with  liis  good  intentions.  I  hope 
therefore  that  the  Honourable  Houses  of  the  Realm  will 
continue  to  honour  him  with  their  confidence. 

Em.  Swedenbokg. 

[Stockhohn,  March  1st  or  2nd,  1761.]* 

*  Count  von  Hopken  left  the  Senate,  together  wath  Barons  Palmstjema 
and  Scheff'er,  on  February  28,  17(31.  See  "Svenskt  Biografiskt  Lexicon," 
Vol  XI,  p.  67. 
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IIEMORIAL  TO  THE  HOUSES  OF  THE  DIET,  HST 

FAVOUR  OF  RE-INSTATING  SENATORS  BARON 

VON  HOPKEN,''  BARON  PALMSTJERNA/^'  AND 

BARON  SCHEFFER.^^'* 

[This  memorial  bears  the  title:] 

FRANK    VIEWS   CONCERNING    THE  MAINTENANCE   OF    THE  COUNTRY  AND  THE 
PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  FREEDOM. 

There  are  two  fundamental  points  to  which  it  behoves  the 
Honourable  Houses  of  the  Diet  to  devote  particular  attention, 
and  to  watch  over  as  anxiously  as  each  member  would  guard 
his  own  life  and  welfare.  The  first  is  the  preservation  of 
our  noble  form  of  government,  and  thereby  of  our  invaluable 
freedom;  the  other  is  the  maintenance  of  our  alliances  with 
foreign  powers,  and  especially  with  France. 

With  regard  to  the  first  point,  which  concerns  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  noble  form  of  government,  and  thus  of  our  invalu- 

*  The  Swedish  original  of  this  memorial  fills  leaves  8  to  13  of  Sweden- 
borg's  "Riksdagsskrifter,"  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in 
Stockholm.  It  was  printed  in  the  original  language  in  the  "Nya  Kyr- 
kan,"  &c.,  part.  II,  pp.  49  to  52.  A  French  translation  was  published  as 
early  as  1787  by  Benedict  Chastanier  in  his  "Journal  Xovi-Jerusalemite," 
No.  4,  pp.  84 — 90;  and  from  this  French  translation  have  been  prepared 
Dr.  Tafel's  German  version  in  his  "Sammlnng  von  Urkunden,"  &c.,  and 
also  the  Enghsh  version  contained  in  the  EngHsh  and  American  editions 
of  Dr.  Tafel's  "Swedenborg  Documents."  The  above  is  the  first  EngHsh 
translation  prepared  immediately  fiom  the  Sweilish  original. 
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able  freedom,  every  one  who  possesses  a  purely  developed 
understanding  and  hence  a  rational  insight  is  able  to  prog- 
nosticate what  an  unhappy  people  we  should  be,  if  our 
excellent  form  of  government  were  changed  and  transformed. 
For  we  inhabit  the  extreme  north,  which  may  be  called  an 
[out  of  the  way]  corner  of  the  earth  (angulus  mundi),  and 
if  an  absolute  monarchy  (emvdldsregering)  should  again  be  intro- 
duced among  us,  there  would  be  no  balance  or  protection  left 
for  the  people  and  the  country  (as  little  as  in  Russia  and  the 
countries  of  Asia),  by  wliich  even  a  single  bad  propensity,  which 
may  be  inrooted  by  birth  and  lie  concealed  in  the  disposition 
of  a  sovereign,  as  in  every  other  human  being,  may  be  kept 
within  bounds,  and  prevented  from  bursting  out  as  soon  as  an 
opportunity  offers,  i.  e.  as  soon  as  power  finds  itself  without 
limit.  No  one  indeed  has  the  right  to  leave  his  life  and 
property  in  the  absolute  power  of  any  individual ;  for  of  these 
God  alone  is  master,  and  we  are  merely  His  stewards  in  tliis 
world.  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  enumerate  all  the  grievous 
and  dreadful  consequences  and  modes  of  treatment  that  might 
befall  us  here  in  the  north  under  an  absolute  monarchy;  for 
these  dangers  are  manifold;  I  will  therefore  mention  and 
specify  only  one,  viz.  popish  darkness.  It  is  known  from 
experience  how  the  Babylonian  whore  (which  is  the  Catholic 
religion)  has  fascinated  and  bewitched  the  reigning  princes  of 
Saxony,  Cassel,  and  Zweil)rucken,  also  the  king  of  England, 
shortly  before  the  house  of  Hanover  was  chosen  to  the  throne, 
and  how  it  is  still  dallying  with  the  pretender;  how  even  in 
Prussia  it  tampered  with  the  present  king,  when  crown-prince, 
through  his  own  father;  not  to  mention  King  Sigismund  and 
Queen  Christina  here  in  Sweden.  It  is  well  known  how  this 
whore  is  still  going  her  rounds  through  the  courts  of  Reformed 
Christendom.  If  therefore  an  absolute  monarch  should  reign 
in  Sweden,  and  if  any  of  his  successors  should  allow  this  whore 
that  understands  so  well  how  to  dissemble,  and  to  adorn 
herself  like  a  goddess,  to  intrude  herself  into  his  cabinet,  is 
there  any  reason  why  she  should  not  as  easily  delude  and 
infatuate  him,  as  she  did  the  above-mentioned  kings  and 
princes  of  Christendom?  What  opposition  would  there  be, 
what  means   of  self-protection,  especially  if  the  army,   which 
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is  now  placed  upon  a  standing  footing,  were  at  his  disposal? 
what  could  the  bishops  and  the  clergy,  together  with  the 
people  generally,  do  against  that  force,  against  the  determina- 
tion of  the  sovereign,  and  the  cunning  of  the  Jesuits?  "Would 
they  not  have  to  cast  themselves  out  of  heavenly  light  into 
barbarian  darkness,  and  call  upon  idols,  false  gods,  and  Satan, 
if  they  would  not  become  martyrs?  All  this  with' every  other 
kind  of  slavery,  which  it  would  be  too  prolix  to  describe  here, 
our  posterity  would  be  exposed  to,  if  our  noble  form  of 
government  should  be  transformed,  and  our  invaluable  freedom 
lost.  The  only  recourse  in  such  a  state  of  things  would  be 
oath  and  conscience;  yet  if  an  oath  were  sufficient,  and  if 
conscience  prevailed  vdth  most  men,  it  would  be  well  in  all 
countries;  besides,  the  papal  chair  can  dissolve  all  oaths  and 
absolve  every  conscience  by  virtue  of  the  keys  of  Peter. 
Every  one  indeed  protests  with  every  appearance  of  truth, 
that  he  has  no  thought  of,  nor  desire  for  absolute  power; 
but  what  many  think  at  heart  and  what  they  studiously  conceal 
from  others  is  known  to  God,  to  themselves,  and  to  their 
familiar  friends,  through  whom,  however,  occasionally  that 
which  is  hidden  manifests  itself.  I  shudder  when  I  reflect 
what  may  happen,  and  probably  will  happen,  if  private  interests, 
by  which  the  common  good  is  shrouded  in  thick  darkness, 
should  gain  the  ascendency  here.  Besides,  I  cannot  see  any 
difference  between  a  king  of  Sweden  who  possesses  absolute 
power,  and  an  idol;  for  all  turn  themselves  heart  and  soul 
as  well  to  the  one  as  to  the  other,  they  obey  his  will,  and 
worship  what  passes  out  of  his  mouth. 

With  regard  to  the  other  fundamental  point,  the  maintenance 
of  alliances  with  foreign  powers,  and  especially  with  France, 
it  is  well  known,  that  at  the  very  commencement  of  our 
excellent  form  of  government,  the  Honourable  Houses  of  the 
Diet,  and  especially  the  Private  Committee  and  the  Senate 
looked  upon  an  alliance  with  France  as  being  most  in  harmony 
with  the  interests  of  the  country  and  its  defence,  should  any 
of  the  neighbouring  powers  cause  us  any  trouble;  and  this 
principally  for  the  reason,  that  France,  being  situated  at  a 
distance  from  Sweden,  and  our  relative  positions  necessarily 
precluding    the    occurrence    of    any    differences    between    us 
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respecting  the  partition  of  lands  and  provinces,  can  look  upon 
the  increasing  wealth,  industry,  and  prosperity  of  Sweden 
without  jealousy.  This  cannot  be  expected  from  England; 
for  since  that  country  and  Hanover  have  been  united  under 
one  sovereign,  and  since  he  as  elector  of  Hanover  has  come 
into  the  possession  of  lands  which  formerly  belonged  to 
Sweden,  his  interests  are  turned  against  us,  and  ours  against 
him — and  it  is  impossible  that  this  can  be  overlooked  or 
forgotten  by  either  party;  yet  until  this  takes  place,  our 
respective  interests  must  remain  constantly  irreconcilable. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  as  long  as  England  and  Hanover 
are  united  under  one  sovereign,  agreeably  to  the  natural 
interests  which  bind  one  country  to  another,  we  can  form 
no  such  alliance  with  England  as  may  be  concluded  with 
France. 

From  these  grounds,  therefore,  the  above  two  fnndamental 
objects,  our  excellent  government  and  our  alliance  with  France, 
have,  since  the  commencement  of  our  good  form  of  government 
which  dates  back  now  forty  years  and  upwards,  engaged  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Houses  of  the  Diet,  who  have 
maintained  and  protected  both  through  the  Private  Committee 
and  its  considerate  care,  and  by  other  arrangements;  they 
have  also,  at  the  same  time,  confided  the  execution  of  such 
arrangements  to  the  Senate,  as  the  executive  officers  of  the 
Diet.  Now  as  three  Senators,  namely  Baron  von  Hopken,^^ 
Baron  Palmstjerna,^^^  and  Baron  Scheffer^^*^  have  furnished 
proof  of  their  care  for  our  excellent  form  of  government  at 
home,  and  for  our  chief  alliance  abroad,  and  as  they  have 
accordingly,  together  with  the  other  members  of  the  Senate, 
supported  the  two  fundamental  pillars  upon  which  the  welfare 
and  safety  of  the  country  depend ;  and  as  they  are  now  missed 
from  the  Senate,  I  therefore  hope  that  you  will  not  take  it 
amiss,  that  I  venture  in  good  faith  to  submit  to  you  the 
propriety  of  recalling  these  three  gentlemen  to  the  Senate, 
and  especially  Baron  von  Hopken:^^  for  justice  has  lately 
declared  in  their  favour,  and  since  all  the  other  senators  who 
have  taken  part  in  the  war  have  been  retained,  equity  demands 
this  course.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  six  newly 
appointed  members  of  the  Senate  are  as  zealous  and  anxious 
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in  defending  and  watching  over  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  over  that  alliance  wliich  is  founded  upon  the  interests 
of  the  country,  as  the  remaining  senators,  since  they  are 
gentlemen  of  enlightened  understanding  and  prudent  con- 
sideration: yet  with  the  three  senators  alluded  to  we  may 
rest  perfectly  assured  on  this  subject,  as  they  have  manifested 
and  furnished  positive  proof  of  this  in  their  past  lives. 

Eman.  Swedekboeg. 

[It  is  important  for  those  who  desire  to  have  justice  done 
to  the  memory  of  Swedenborg  to  understand  well  the  bearing 
and  object  of  the  two  state  papers  which  constitute  our 
Documents  195  and  196;  as  they  furnish  the  means  by  which 
we  are  enabled  to  prove  the  spuriousness  of  another  state 
paper  bearing  the  date  of  that  period,  which  has  been 
falsely  imputed  to  Swedenborg,  and  which  would,  if  true,  place 
his  character  as  a  member  of  the  Swedish  House  of  Nobles 
in  a  most  unenviable  light.  But  to  enable  our  readers  to 
judge  for  themselves,  it  will  be  necessary  to  present  to  them 
briefly  the  circumstances  which  induced  Swedenborg  to  prepare 
the  two  preceding  papers. — 

The  three  senators  mentioned  in  Document  196,  Barons 
von  Hopken,^^  Palmstjerna,^^^  and  Scheffer^^^  had  filled  their 
offices  for  many  years;  von  Hopken  and  Palmstjerna  from  1746, 
and  Scheffer  from  1751.  They  all  belonged  to  the  party  of  the 
"hats,"  and  were  in  favour  of  limiting  and  confining  the  power 
of  the  Swedish  kings,  a  policy  which  constituted  the  chief 
feature  of  the  government  of  Sweden  since  1719,  and  which 
is  so  much  approved  by  Swedenborg  in  the  same  document. 
This  curtailing  of  the  royal  power  in  Sweden  was  carried  so 
far,  that  when  the  King,  in  1756,  refused  to  sign  measures 
which  had  been  resolved  upon  by  the  Senate,  i.  e.  by  the 
privy  executive  council,  the  Swedish  Diet  in  its  session  of  the 
same  year  empowered  the  privy  council,  to  imprint  upon  such 
documents  the  royal  signature  by  a  stamp. 

In  order  to  oppose  the  influence  of  the  Diet,  King  Adolf 
Frederic,"  and  his  Queen,  Louisa  Ulrica,"  sister  of  Frederic 
the  Great,  organized  a  court  party,  whose  object  it  was  to 
revolutionize  the  existing  form  of  government,  and  to  enlarge 
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again  the  royal  power.  This  organization  was  discovered  at  the 
close  of  the  Diet  of  1756,  and  it  resulted  in  the  administration, 
of  a  severe  reprimand  to  the  King  and  Queen,  and  in  the 
execution  of  ten  of  the  leading  conspirators,  among  whom  were 
Count  Erik  Brahe,^"  and  Baron  Jacob  Horn.*^^  This  order 
of  decapitation  was  carried  out  by  the  privy  council,  of  which 
Baron  von  Hopken  was  the  president,  and  Baron  Palmstjerna 
one  of  the  most  influential  members;  and  this  circumstance 
is  alluded  to  by  Swedenborg  when,  towards  the  close  of  our 
Document  196,  he  observes  that  "these  three  senators  had 
furnished  positive  proof  of  their  zeal  and  anxiety  in  defending 
and  watching  over  the  present  form  of  government  in  Sweden." 

The  second  fundamental  pillar  of  Sweden's  welfare,  accord- 
ing to  Swxdenborg,  namely,  its  alliance  with  Prance,  was 
defended  and  guarded  by  these  three  senators  in  their  taking 
the  part  of  France  against  the  King  of  Prussia  in  the  "Seven 
Years'  War."  Without  entering  into  particulars  respecting 
Sweden's  share  in  that  war,  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  state 
that  while  the  policy  of  the  Privy  Council  in  conjunction  with 
the  Diet  w'as  in  favour  of  France,  and  thus  in  favour  of  an 
armed  alliance  with  France,  Austria,  and  Russia,  against  the 
King  of  Prussia,  the  King  and  Queen  of  Sweden  were  on 
account  of  their  close  relationship  with  the  King  of  Prussia 
antagonistic  to  this  alliance,  and  opposed  to  Sweden's  par- 
ticipation in  that  war. 

As  appears  from  our  Document  195,  Baron  von  Hopken 
was  steadily  opposed  to  Sweden's  taking  an  active  part  in 
the  war,  although  he  was  wilhng,  in  agreement  with  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  existing  betw^een  Sweden  and  France,  to  station 
an  army  of  6000  men  in  Pomerania,  which  was  then  a  Swedish 
province.  Barons  Palmstjerna  and  Scheffer,  on  the  other 
hand,  were  in  favour  of  an  active  prosecution  of  the  war,  and 
their  proposal  to  send  out  an  army  of  at  least  18,000  men, 
which  was  afterwards  raised  to  22,000  men,  finally  prevailed 
in  the  Senate. 

The  result  of  the  war,  as  far  as  concerns  Sweden,  was 
inglorious,  the  Swedish  arms  being  constantly  repelled  by 
Frederic;  and  as  the  subsidies  received  from  France  were 
insufficient   to  defray  the  costs  of  the  war,  the  country  was 
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therefore  burdened  by  a  heavy  war-tax.  In  addition  to  this 
the  whole  commerce  of  Sweden  lay  prostrate  in  consequence 
of  the  enormous  rate  of  exchange  which  prevailed  at  the  time, 
and  the  great  amount  of  irredeemable  paper  money  with  which 
the  country  had  been  flooded  (see  Document  174).  When 
the  Diet  met  at  the  end  of  1760,  the  members  of  the  Senate 
at  whose  instigation  the  war  had  been  undertaken,  had  to 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  general  dissatisfaction,  and  in  February 
1761,  Barons  Palmstjerna  and  Scheffer,  in  conjunction  with 
Baron  von  Hopken,  who  had  been  prime  minister,  were  com- 
pelled to  resign  their  positions  in  the  Senate. 

Soon  after  a  re-action  set  in  in  their  favour;  Swedenborg 
being  one  of  the  first  who  raised  his  voice  in  defence  of  the 
character  of  Baron  von  Hopken,  in  Document  195;  afterwards 
he  spoke  in  favour  of  the  re-instatement  of  all  the  three 
senators   in  their  former  places  of  honour,  in  Document  196. 

The  authenticity  of  these  two  documents  is  beyond  any 
doubt:  for  Document  195  was  copied  by  Bengt  Bergius,*®  the 
Academician,  according  to  his  own  statement,  from  the  author's 
original,  and  as  he,  at  the  same  time,  copied  many  other 
private  letters  of  Swedenborg,  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  his  handwriting;  Document  196, 
however,  is  still  preserved  in  Swedenborg's  handwriting  in  a 
volume  entitled  "Riksdagsskrifter"  among  his  manuscripts  in 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm. 

By  these  two  documents  the  following  points  are  established: 

First,  that  Swedenborg  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  re- 
introduction  of  an  absolute  monarchy  into  Sweden,  and  that  he 
did  not  look  disapprovingly  upon  the  severe  measures  which 
were  resorted  to  by  the  Diet  and  the  Senate,  and  hence 
by  von  Hopken,  Palmstjerna,  and  Scheffer,  in  1756  in  defence  of 
what  he  calls  "the  excellent  form  of  government"  of  Sweden. 

Secondly,  that  he  excused  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Prussia,  which  had  been  advised  by  Palmstjerna  and  Scheffer, 
on  the  plea  that  it  was  done  to  preserve  the  alliance  of  France, 
which  he  considered  as  one  of  the  fundamental  pillars  of 
safety  for  the  Swedish  commonwealth. 

Thirdly,  that  he  seemed  to  be  actuated  by  a  feeling  of 
friendship  for  the  Prime  Minister  of  Sweden,  Baron  von  Hopken, 
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and  also  to  have  been  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  him;  as  ap- 
pears further  from  Document  183. 

Fourthly,  that  in  Document  196  he  made  an  elaborate 
defence  of  the  course  of  action  of  Senators  von  Hopkcn, 
Palmstjerna,  and  Scheffer,  and  expressed  himself  in  favour  of 
having  them  re-instated  in  their  former  posts  of  honour. 

Fifthly,  that  in  his  state  papers  he  used  clear  and  forcible, 
but  never  intemperate,  language,  and  kept  aloof  from  all 
personalities;  yea,  when  he  was  obliged,  in  conscience,  to 
oppose  the  measures  proposed  by  Nordencrantz,  the  Councillor 
of  Commerce,  he  very  carefully  distinguished  between  t!:e 
person  of  his  opponent,  and  the  views  he  propounded  (see 
Documents  174  to  196). 

On  the  strength  of  these  five  points,  which  show  the  real 
ground  taken  by  Swedenborg  in  the  Swedish  Diet  in  the 
afiair  of  Barons  von  Hopken,  Palmstjerna,  and  Scheffer,  we 
deny  that  Swedenborg  is  the  author  of  a  paper,  published  in 
Vol.  IX,  (p.  191,  et  seq.)  of  "Delagardiska  Arkivet"  under 
the  title:  "Rent  swar  pa  falska  Satser.  Dediceradt  till  H:r 
O.  B.  Renhorn^^*  wid  Riksdagen  1761;"  (A  clean  answer 
upon  false  propositions;  dedicated  to  Mr.  O.  B.  Renhorn  at 
the  Diet  of  1761),  and  we  declare  that  this  paper  is  wrongly 
attributed  to  Swedenborg  by  the  editor  of  "Delagardiska 
Arkivet."^'"' 

The  bearing  which  this  paper  has  upon  Swedenborg's 
character  in  the  eyes  of  posterity,  is  best  illustrated  from  the 
biographical  sketch  of  Baron  Nils  Palmstjerna^^^  contributed 
to  the  "Biografiskt  Lexicon"  by  the  editor  of  "Delagardiska 
Arkivet"  himself,  in  Vol.  XI,  p.  66,  in  which  we  read  as 
follows:  "The  sharpest  of  those  sent  into  the  House  of 
Nobles,  and  the  severest  speaker  was,  we  believe,  Assessor 
Emanuel  Swedenborg,  otherwise  less  known  by  his  speeches 
at  the  Diet,  than  by  his  spirit  visions.  It  was  after  Bidenius 
Renhom^^^  had  arisen  in  defence  of  the  Senate — the  same 
Renhorn  who  had  been  one  of  the  actors  in  the  blood- 
commission  of  1756,  and  who  then  carried  the  measure  by 
which  four  noblemen  and  four  commoners  were  executed  on 
June  23.  A  burgomaster  who  commanded  such  influence 
ought  to  have  been   able  to  save  his  former  patrons.     Yet  it 
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looks  as  if  the  storm  had  threatened  even  him  who  had  risen 
in  their  defence.  Herr  Swedenborg  found  it  necessary  to  op- 
pose most  zealously  Renhorn's  defence  of  'the  gravest  crime 
committed  against  the  state,'  that  of  'high-treason,'  on  account 
of  which  Senators  Palmstjerna  and  Scheffer  had  been  justly 
removed  from  the  Senate;  considering  it  as  'crack-brained 
and  devilish-minded'  (vettlost  och  djevulsinnadt)  to  deny  that 
these  Senators  for  criminal  intent  by  right  and  fact  {2)ro  in- 
tentione  delicti  jure  et  facto)  ought  'without  delay'  to  be  cen- 
sured, condemned,  and  punished  by  law  for  having  been  guilty 
of  the  death  of  twenty  thousand  souls,  and  of  a  loss  to  the 
state  of  many  thousand  tons  of  gold.  It  was  plainly  the  in- 
tention, if  not  of  this  speaker,  at  least  of  those  who  thought 
to  avenge  the  bloodshed  of  1756,^^^  to  renew  the  scenes  of 
July  16,  and  August  4,  1743,  when  two  generals^^^  laid  down 
their  lives  upon  the  executioner's  block.  The  effort  also  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  badly  planned.  Swedenborg  exclaimed: 
'Here  we  write,  here  we  speak,  here  we  complain  so  as  to 
move  the  very  stones  in  the  wall;  yet,  behold,  those  assembled 
pay  not  the  slightest  regard  to  it  ... .  it  is  enough  to  drive 
hell  itself  mad'  (sddantfbder  ett  helvetes  raseri,  Vol.  XI,  p.  191). 
Nevertheless,  the  'madness'  which  burst  out  in  Swedenborg's 
speech  on  March  2,  1761,  was  satisfied,  when  von  Hopken, 
Scheffer,  and  Palmstjerna  (on  February  28,  1761)  left  the 
Senate,  although  the  two  former  were  soon  called  back  again. 
Palmstjerna,  perhaps  on  his  own  account,  was  also  called  back 
again  on  July  28  of  the  same  year;  but  he  answered:  I 
am  afraid  of  the  footprints  [of  the  past]  (vestigia  terrent)." 

The  real  facts  of  the  case  are  the  following.  Sweden- 
borg, immediately  upon  hearing  of  the  removal  of  Baron 
von  Hopken  from  the  senate,  addressed  a  memorial  (Docu- 
ment 195)  to  the  Diet,  in  which  he  spoke  strongly  in 
his  favour,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  "Honourable 
Houses  of  the  Realm  would  continue  to  extend  their  con- 
fidence to  him;"  and  in  Document  196,  which  was  written 
by  Swedenborg  between  March  and  July  1761,  he  used  the 
following  language :  "Now,  as  three  of  the  senators.  Baron  von 
Hopken,  Baron  Palmstjerna,  and  Baron  Scheffer  have  fur- 
nished proofs  of  their  care  for  our  excellent  form  of  govern- 
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ment  at  home,  for  our  chief  alliance  abroad,  as  they,  together 
■with  the  other  members  of  the  Senate,  supported  the  two 
fundamental  pillars  upon  which  the  wellare  and  safety  of  the 
country  depend;  and  as  they  are  now  missed  in  the  Senate, 
I  hope  you  will  not  take  it  amiss,  that  I  venture  in  good  faith 
to  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  recalling  to  the  Senate 
these  three  gentlemen  and  especially  Baron  von  Hopken:  for 
justice  has  lately  declared  in  theii'  favour,  and  equity  demands 
this,  since  all  the  other  senators  who  took  part  in  the  war 
have  been  retained.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  six 
newly  appointed  members  of  the  Senate,  are  as  zealous  and 
anxious  to  defend  and  watch  over  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment and  that  alliance  which  is  founded  upon  the  interest  of 
the  country,  as  the  remaining  senators,  since  they  are'  gen- 
tlemen of  enlightened  understanding  and  prudent  counsel:  yet 
with  the  three  senators  referred  to  we  may  rest  perfectly 
assured  on  this  subject,  as  they  have  manifested  and  furnished 
positive  proof  of  this  in  their  past  lives." 

Now  compare  this  with  the  language  attributed  to  Sweden- 
borg  by  the  editor  of  Delagardiska  Arhivet  in  the  extract 
from  his  biography  of  Palmstjerna  quoted  above.  In  it  he 
maintains  that  Swedenborg  found  it  necessary,  in  a  paper 
dated  March  2,  1761,  "to  oppose  most  zealously  Renhorn's 
defence  of  the  grossest  crime  committed  against  the  state,  that 
of  high-treason,  for  the  commission  of  which  Senators  Palm- 
stjerna and  SchefFer  had  been  justly  removed  from  the  Senate; 
considering  it  as  'crack-brained  and  devilish-minded'  to  deny 
that  these  senators  for  criminal  intent  by  right  and  fact  (iwo 
intentione  delicti  jure  et  facto)  ought  to  be  censured,  condemned, 
and  punished  by  law;"  while  Swedenborg  himself,  in  a  docu- 
ment of  the  same  period,  preserved  in  his  own  hand-writing 
in  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm,  declares  that  "equity 
demands  that  these  two  senators  should  be  recalled  to  the 
Senate,"  because  they  "have  manifested  and  furnished  positive 
proofs  in  their  past  lives  of  their  zeal  and  anxiety  to  defend 
and  watch  over  tlie  present  form  of  government  in  Sweden, 
and  that  alliance  which  is  founded  upon  the  interest  of  the 
country." 

Again  the  editor  of  Delagardiska  Arkivet  reports  Sweden- 
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borg  to  have  declared,  "it  is  enough  to  drive  hell  itself 
mad,"  that  the  Diet  had  refused  to  impeach  these  senators. 
Further,  he  says  that  "Swedenborg's  'madness'  was  satis- 
fied, when  von  Hopken,  Scheffer,  and  Palmstjerna  left  the 
Senate;"  when  yet  Swedenborg,  at  the  very  first  assembly 
of  the  Diet,  after  Baron  von  Hopken  had  been  removed  from 
his  office,  protested  against  his  removal  in  these  words,  "I 
cannot  help  being  convinced  that  in  everything  he  has  done 
he  has  been  actuated  by  an  honest  purpose  of  doing  the  best 
for  his  country;  for  I  am  specially  acquainted  with  his  good 
intentions.  I  hope  therefore  that  the  Honourable  Houses  of 
the  Realm  will  continue  to  honour  him  with  their  confidence." 

The  document  also,  from  which  the  editor  quotes,  and 
which  fills  eight  closely  printed  pages  in  the  work,  "Ni/a 
Kyrkan,^''  etc.,  (part  II,  pp.  62 — 69),  bears  on  its  very  face  the 
evidence  that  it  was  not  wi'itten  by  Swedenborg:  for  its  pro- 
lixity and  the  intemperateness  of  its  language  are  at  utter 
variance  with  Swedenborg's  concise  mode  of  expressing  him- 
self, and  with  his  calm  and  temperate  tone. 

On  the  strength  of  this  paper  the  editor  of  Delagardiska 
Arhivet  further  declares  that  Swedenborg  belonged  to  the 
party  of  the  "caps"  or  of  the  "night  caps."  Against  this  the 
author  of  "iVi/a  KyrJtan,^''  etc.,  protests  very  strongly  on  p.  71 
of  his  work;  although  he  does  not  feel  prepared  to  impeach 
the  genuineness  of  the  paper. 

Such  then  is  the  internal  evidence  on  the  strength  of  which 
we  declare  against  the  genuineness  of  the  paper  in  question; 
but  there  is  also  external  evidence  to  prove  its  spuriousness. 
Swedenborg  was  very  particular  to  retain  a  copy  of  all 
the  papers  written  by  him  in  connection  with  the  Swedish 
Diet,  and  he  was  especially  careful  to  preserve  a  copy  of 
everything  he  wrote  which  bore  upon  the  Diet  of  1760 — 1761. 
In  proof  of  this  we  refer  to  our  Documents  174  to  196,  which 
contain  a  most  minute  record  of  his  course  of  action  during 
that  memorable  session  of  the  Diet;  yet  we  look  in  vain  in 
these  papers  for  any  allusion  to  0.  B.  Renhorn,^^^  nor  is  there 
the  slightest  trace  among  them  of  any  paper  bearing  the  least 
resemblance  to  the  document  imputed  to  Swedenborg  by  the 
editor   of  Delagardiska  Arkivet.    As  another  most  suspicious 
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circumstance  we  must  record  the  fact  that  the  document  in 
question  has  disappeared  from  Delacjardislm  Arldvet,  which 
is  preserved  at  the  present  time  in  the  University  Library  at 
Lund,  whither  the  archives  of  Count  De  la  Gardie"^  were 
removed  in  1848  by  the  editor  of  them.  This  fact  was  elicit- 
ed by  the  editor  of  these  Documents,  when  in  tho  year  1869 
he  called  at  the  University  Library  at  Lund,  and  desired  to 
see  the  original  document.  The  obliging  Librarian  led  him 
into  the  room  where  Delagardiska  Arklvet  is  kept,  but  to 
the  Librarian's  own  astonishment  he  could  not  discover  the 
document.  The  editor  of  these  Documents  deplores  this  circum- 
stance very  much,  because  during  his  protracted  stay  in  Stock- 
holm, while  superintending  the  printing  of  a  photo-litho- 
graphic edition  of  Swedenborg's  MSS.,  he  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  his  handwriting,  and  could  have  told  at  once 
whether  the  document  in  question  was  in  his  handwriting 
or  not. 

While  declaring  against  the  genuineness  of  this  document, 
and  believing  that  it  is  wrongly  attributed  to  Swedenborg  by 
the  present  Dean  of  Gottenburg,^**^  we  desire,  however,  to  ex- 
press our  respect  for  this  gentleman,  on  account  of  his  many 
valuable  contributions  to  Swedish  history,  and  his  most  excell- 
ent hand-book  of  Swedish  Literature,  Sveriges  Shone  Literatur; 
and  especially  on  account  of  the  many  interesting  biographical 
articles  furnished  by  him  to  the  BiografisJd  Lexicon,  on  which 
we  have  largely  drawn  in  the  preparation  of  the  litotes  at 
the  end  of  the  present  volume. 


SECTION  VII. 

SWEDENBORG  AS  A  MAN  OF  SCIENCE, 


INTRODUCTIOK 

This  Section  differs  from  those  which  precede  and  follow 
in  not  containing  all  the  documents  or  all  the  information 
that  could  be  collected  under  its  title :  for  in  order  to  do  justice 
to  Swedenborg's  scientific  character  this  section  would  have 
to  contain  all  the  scientific  works  published  and  written  by 
him  from  1717  to  1745  —  which,  however,  lies  manifestly 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  present  work.  Nevertheless,  there 
are  documents  illustrating  Swedenborg's  hfe  and  character 
as  a  man  of  science  which  are  plainly  included  in  the  plan 
of  our  work;  and  among  these  are  records  of  scientific  ex- 
periments and  mechanical  feats,  prospectuses  of  scientific 
works  never  published,  scientific  controversies,  and,  perhaps, 
small  scientific  papers  not  included  in  his  published  works. 
We  venture,  therefore,  to  include  in  the  present  section  the 
last  scientific  paper  communicated  by  Swedenborg  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm,  and  printed  in  their 
Transactions  for  the  year  1763,-  and  which  to  our  knowledge 
has  never  before  appeared  in  an  English  dress. 


DOCUMENT  197. 

SWEDENBOEG'S   MECHANICAL  FEAT   BEFORE 
FREDERICKSHALL  IN  1718* 


In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1718,  several  Swedish  men- 
of-war  set  sail  from  the  Baltic,  but  they  had  soon  to  retreat, 
inasmuch  as  a  superior  Danish-English  fleet  approached, 
which  completely  commanded  the  channel. 

This  was  a  great  hindrance  to  Charles.  From  the  Catte- 
gat  and  through  Swinesund  there  extends  beyond  Fredericks- 
hall  a  deep  inlet,  called  Iddefjorden.  In  this  there  lay 
several  small  Danish  craft,  which  contributed  very  much  both 
towards  defending  the  fortress  from  the  enemy  and  in  fur- 
nishing it  with  provisions.  Charles  intended  to  attack  and  to 
destroy  them,  and  for  this  purpose  he  had  collected  several 
galleys  among  the  islands  of  Bohuslan  and  around  Stromstad. 
But  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  Danish  men-of-war, 
he  could  not  venture  to  take  them  over  the  open  sea  between 
Stromstad  and  Swinesund.  Charles  then  hit  upon  the  same 
idea  which  Peter  tried  to  carry  out  near  Twerminne  in 
1713.  Over  heaps  of  brushwood,  by  means  of  rollers  and 
through  flowing  water,  he  dragged  and  carried  two  galleys, 
several  large  boats,  and  a  sloop  over-land  from  Stromstad  to 
the  Iddefjord,  about  2^  Swedish  miles  [about  17  English 
miles].  Polhem  had  formed  the  plan,  and  he  sent  Sweden- 
borg  to  execute  it.  At  first  the  work  went  on  very  slowly; 
but  soon  Charles  came  himself,  and  urged  on  the  work  in 
person.    For   every   yard   over   which   any    of   the    craft  was 

*  From  Fiyxell's  Berattelser  ur  Svenska  Historien,  part  XXIX, 
pp.  128,  129. 
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carried,  he  gave  to  each  man  engaged  in  the  work  a  small 
remuneration;  and  they  raised  a  loud  huzza  when  the  first 
galley  shot  dowTi  into  the  waters  of  the  Iddefjord.  "You  see 
now,"  said  the  king,  "that  it  goes:  and  now  the  other  craft 
must  come  also."  And  so  they  did.  The  Danes  tried  again 
and  again  to  destroy  the  little  fleet  of  boats;  but  each  time 
they  were  beaten  back.  This  unusual  occurrence  took  place 
as  early  as  July  1,  1718,*  and  it  was  an  important  preparation 
for  the  siege  of  Fredericks  ten. 


DOCUMENT  198. 

PROSPECTUS  OF  A  LARGE  METALLURGICAL 
WORK,  TO  BE  ISSUED  L^  THE  YEAR  1722.f 

Towards  the  end  of  next  year,  1723,  a  work  will  be  pub- 
lished under  this  title:  On  the  genuine  treatment  of  metals 
(De  Genuina  Metallorum  Tradatione),  by  Emanuel  Sweden- 
borg,  an  Assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines;  if  any  one,  there- 
fore,  is  wilHng  to  prepay  a  certain  amount  for  the  w^ork,  he 

*  The  learned  author  of  the  "Berattelscr,"  etc.  is  evndently  at  fault  here 
in  fixing  the  date  of  this  occurence ;  for  in  our  Document  80,  which  is  dated 
"The  end  of  June,  1718,"  Swedenborg  does  not  mention  his  having  been  at 
Stromstad  at  all,  while  in  our  Document  81,  which  is  dated  "Wenersborg, 
September  14,  1718,"  he  says:  "Your  welcome  letter  reached  me  in  Strom- 
stad; it  had  come  after  me  to  "Wenersborg  and  Stromstad,  and  therefore 
I  could  not  answer  it  sooner.  I  have  been  twice  at  Stromstad,  and  I  shall 
have  probably  to  go   there  soon  again."     From  which  it   would  appear, 

1.  That  the  work  which  Swedenborg  executed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stromstad  was  done  between  the  end  of  June  and  September  14,  1718;  and 

2.  That  it  could  not  have  been  finished  long  before  the  date  of  our  Document 
81 ;  that  therefore  it  must  have  been  finished  between  the  middle  and  the 
end  of  August,  1718,  and  not  on  July  1,  as  is  stated  by  Fryxell. 

■{■  This  prospectus  was  printed  in  1722  in  the  Latin  language,  and  the 
only  copy  of  it  known  to  exist,  is  presei-ved  in  the  Royal  Library  in  Stock- 
holm, in  a  bound  volume  containing  some  of  Swedenboig's  earlier  scienti- 
fic works. 
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will  obtain  it  at  scarcely  half  the  price  which  it  would  otherwise 
cost  him. 

The  contents  of  the  w'ork  will  be  as  follows: 

[Introduction]:    On  Minerals  in  general. 

1.  On  Copper-ore;  its  varieties  and  qualities,  and  the 
signs  by  which  it  may  be  known. 

The  methods  of  treating  it  followed  in  Germany,  Hungary, 
Sweden,  etc. ;  also  of  fusing  it  into  copper  stone.  The  various 
modes  of  calcining  it,  and  by  repeated  fusion  of  extracting  the 
copper  from  it.  Its  puritication;  accompanied  by  drawings  of 
the  various  furnaces. 

On  assaying  it  in  small  quantities,  giving  the  various  methods 
followed  by  assayers  generally,  and  also  by  the  author. 

An  opinion  concerning  the  excellences  and  the  defects  of 
the  various  processes  by  which  the  metal  is  obtained  in  large 
and  small  quantities. 

Improvements  proposed  in  the  processes  and  furnaces  for 
obtaining  the  metal  in  larger  and  smaller  quantities. 

2.  On  Silver,  and  its  ore;  the  various  methods  used  in 
calcining,  fusing,  and  assaying  the  same;  their  excellences  and 
their  defects.  Improvements  proposed  in  the  processes  and 
furnaces,  which  are  similar  to  those  recommended  for  copper. 

3.  On  a  similar  treatment  of  Lead. 

4.  On  a  similar  one  of  Gold. 

5.  On  the  methods  of  separating  gold  and  silver  from 
lead,  copper,  and  other  metals,  in  large  as  well  as  in  small 
works;  together  with  drawings  of  the  furnaces,  and  suggestions 
towards  better  processes. 

6.  On  a  similar  treatment  of  Quicksilver. 

7.  On  a  similar  treatment  of  Iron. 

8.  On  a  similar  treatment  of  Tin. 

9.  On  a  similar  treatment  of  Zinc  and  Calamine.  The  con- 
version of  copper  into  Brass. 

10.  On  a  similar  treatment  of  Bismuth,  Cobalt,  Antimony. 

11.  On  the  methods  of  separating  ores  containing  several 
metals,  sulphur,  arsenic,  stones,  etc.,  both  in  large  and  small 
quantities. 

12.  On  the  methods  of  crushing  metals,  and  separating 
them  by  water,  by  the  so-called  crushing  and  washing  appa- 
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ratuses.      Improvements     suggested    in     their    application    to 
various  ores. 

13.  On  the  methods  of  obtaining  Vitriol. 

14.  On  the  methods  of  obtaining  Alum. 

15.  On  the  methods  of  obtaining  Saltpetre. 

16.  On  the  methods  of  obtaining  common  Salt. 

17.  On  various  kinds  of  furnaces  for  the  extraction  of 
metals  and  the  purposes  of  assaying,  and  on  stoves  for  do- 
mestic purposes. 

18.  An  investigation  into  the  nature  of  Fire  and  the  At- 
mosphere, as  far  as  relates  to  the  treatment  of  metals  and  of 
salts;  which  investigation  will  be  based  on  experiments  ob- 
served in  connection  with  processes  made  on  a  large  and 
small  scale. 

19.  On  the  various  menstruums  for  promoting  the  flux  of 
metals,   commonly  called  cand;    and  on  the  matrices  of  ores. 

As  in  the  above  work  not  only  those  processes  will  be  de- 
scribed which  are  in  use  throughout  the  whole  of  Europe,  but 
also  their  excellences  and  defects  will  be  pointed  out,  and  many 
things  pertaining  to  the  better  treatment  of  metals,  which 
have  been  heretofore  entirely  unknown,  will  be  made  public,  it 
is  expected  to  be  of  the  greatest  use  to  all  interested  in 
the  working  of  metals;  and  as  it  will  embrace  more  than 
150  sheets  or  1200  pages  in  quarto,  and  will  be  adorned  by 
more  than  40  plates,  those  who  will  subscribe  for  it,  will  only 
have  to  pay  three  Dutch  florins  before  the  end  of  the  present 
year,  1722,  and  three  florins  more  upon  the  reception  of  the 
work;  while  those  who  have  not  made  any  prepayment  will 
have  to  pay  ten  florins  for  a  copy  of  the  work. 

The  above  three  florins  may  be  deposited:  in  Amsterdam, 
with  Joh.  Osterwick,  bookseller;  in  Stockholm,  with  Werner, 
royal  printer;  in  Hamburg,  with  Hermann  Hollius,  printer; 
and  in  Leipzig,  with  Weidmann,  the  royal  bookseller. 
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LETTER  OF  SWEDENBORa  TO  DOCTOE 
KOEDBERa.'*'* 

As  you  are  engaged  at  present  upon  a  life  of  Charles  XII, 
I  feel  called  upon  to  communicate  to  you  some  facts  with 
which  you  are   probably  not   acquainted,   and  which  deserve 

*  A  copy  of  the  Swedish  original  of  this  letter  appeared  in  Vol.  H, 
pp.  599—602  of  Dr.  Nordberg's  "Carl  XII's  Historia,"  1740.  A  German 
translation  of  this  work  was  pubHshed  in  three  volumes  from  1745 — 51, 
and  in  the  thii'd  volume  pubhshed  in  1751  on  p.  570  et  seq.  is  Sweden- 
borg's  letter  which  Dr.  Immaiiuel  Tafel  transferred  thence  to  his  collection 
of  "Documents."  Dr.  Tafel  does  not  seem  to  have  been  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  Swedish  edition  of  .the  work  was  pubhshed  as  early 
as  1740,  or  else  he  would  not  have  dated  the  composition  of  the  letter 
from  the  year  1745  or  1746.  Prof.  Atterbom  inserted  this  letter  from  the 
Swedish  edition  of  the  work  into  the  Appendix  to  his  "Siare  och  Skalder," 
and  in  a  note  makes  the  following  remarks  with  regard  to  the  date  of  the 
letter.  "Tafel,  in  the  thii-d  section  of  his  interesting  'Collection  of  Docu- 
ments,' &c.  supposes  that  Swedenborg  had  wi'itten  this  letter  in  1745  or 
1746,  immediately  after  his  return  home  from  London,  where  he  had  re- 
ceived his  tirst  revelations.  Yet  it  was  without  doubt  written  twelve,  or  at 
least  ten  years  earher,  during  his  stay  at  Stockholm  after  his  return  from 
his  journey  ui  Germany,  Austria,  andHungaiy  in  1733,  and  before  he  start- 
ed anew  on  his  journey  abroad  from  1736  to  1739.  The  words  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  letter,  'As  you  are  noiv  engaged,^  &c.,  seem  to  indicate  that 
much  time  had  not  passed  since  Nordberg  had  entered  upon  his  work. 
He  received  the  commission  for  the  work  in  1731.  It  was  pubhshed  in 
two  volumes  in  the  Swedish  language,  in  1740,  and  the  second  volume 
contains  Swedenborg's  letter.  Tafel  has  been  misled  by  the  date  of  the  Ger- 
man edition  which  appeai-ed  several  years  afterwards."  The  English  trans- 
lation of  this  letter  contained  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Enghsh,  and  also  to  the 
American  edition,  of  Dr.  Tafel's  "Documents"  was  made  from  the  Erench 
translation  of  Dr.  Nordberg's  "History  of  Charles  XII,"  pubhshed  at  the 
Hague  in  1748.  The  present  translation  has  been  prepared  immediately  from 
the  Swedish. 
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to  be  transmitted  by  you  to  posterity.  I  have  already  made 
a  circumstantial  report  of  these  in  Part  IV.  of  my  "Miscella- 
neous Observations,"  §  1,  which  treats  of  a  "New  Sexagenary 
Calculus,  invented  by  Charles  XII,  of  glorious  memory,  late 
King  of  Sweden."  Professor  Christian  Wolf  has  accordingly 
spoken  of  this  in  his  Geometry,  referring  to  me  and  directing 
the  attention  of  the  learned  to  it.* 

When  Christopher  Polhem,  Councillor  of  Commerce, 
went  by  royal  command  to  Lund,  at  the  close  of  1716,  and 
he  asked  me  to  accompany  him,  it  frequently  happened  after 
our  arrival  that  in  the  King's  presence  subjects  were  dis- 
cussed which  related  chiefly  to  mechanics  with  its  rules, 
and  the  computation  of  forces,  but  included  also  geometry, 
arithmetic,  and  other  things  belonging  to  mathematics.  This 
great  King  manifested  a  decided  interest  and  pleasure  in  in- 
terrogating us  on  various  subjects,  as  if  he  intended  to  collect 
information  without  our  observing  it ;  yet,  now  and  then, 
he  would  let  us  perceive,  that  he  was  by  no  means  as  igno- 
rant in  these  matters,  as  he  pretended;  which  caused  us  to 
be  more  guarded  and  careful  not  to  introduce  anything  of  a 
merely  general  character  or  of  minor  value,  and  especially 
not  to  mention  a  thing  as  uncertain  or  unknown,  where  he 
might  have  brought  forward  a  different  view. 

The  conversation  turning  upon  the  analytic  and  algebra- 
ic calculus,  and  also  upon  the  rule  of  false  position  (regula 
falsi)  and  the  like,  we  were  instructed  to  produce  as  in- 
stances some  examples,  which  depended  for  their  solution 
altogether  upon  the  notation,  letters,  and  equations  which  had 
been  brought  into  use.  At  each  instance  that  was  mentioned 
His  Majesty  put  his  thought  and  his  calculation  so  much  on 
a  stretch,  that  in  a  short  time,  without  the  assistance  and 
application  of  algebra,  he  traced  out  the  connection,  and  said 
at  once  tliat  the  example  in  question  might  and  also  must  be 
solved  in  such  and  such  a  manner.  This  also  agreed  so 
fully    with    the   computation  when  made,    that  no  mistake   of 

*  Cir.  Christ.  Wolfs  Elementa  Matheseos  Universes,  Tom.  I,  p.  21,  Genevse, 
1743.  The  i)assago  is  as  follows  :  "Charles  XII,  King  of  Sweden,  according 
to  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  has  invented  a  sexagenaiy  calculus,  with  new 
characters  and  figures,  and  adding  new  values." 
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any  Icind  could  be  detected.  I  confess  that  I  have  never  been 
able  to  understand  how  by  mere  reflection,  and  without  em- 
ploying the  customary  mode  of  algebraical  computation,  such 
things  could  be  wrought  out.  It  seemed  as  if  His  Majesty, 
by  improving  the  opportunity  of  coping  in  these  matters  with 
the  celebrated  mechanician  and  mathematician  Christopher 
Polhem,  Councillor  of  Commerce,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a 
better  judge  of  these  things  than  any  one  else  present — 
desired  to  sharpen  his  intellect  and  the  penetration  he 
possessed  by  nature  and  had  acquired  by  cultivating  his  native 
talent. 

There  was  a  particular  object  and  point  given  to  this 
learned  sport,  which  point  constitutes  the  burden  of  what  I 
desire  to  have  the  honour  of  communicating-  to  you;  since  no 
one  else  is  able  to  give  you  such  a  detailed  account  of  it. 
One  day  the  conversation  touched,  among  other  things  in 
mathematics,  upon  arithmetic  and  the  method  of  counting, 
when  it  was  stated  that  the  usual  method,  which  is  now 
almost  everywhere  adopted,  accomplishes  a  period  at  each 
number  ten,  so  that  the  single  numbers  are  continued  until 
ten  is  reached,  when  two  numbers  are  employed  which  are 
continued  until  the  second  number  reaches  ten,  when  thi'ce 
numbers  are  introduced;  it  was  further  stated  that  the  cause 
of  this  was  that  in  the  beginning,  before  any  written  numbers 
were  in  use,  the  common  and  simple  people  used  their  fingers 
in  counting;  that  this  seems  undoubtedly  to  have  been  the 
first  method  of  counting,  and  that  it  is  still  employed  by  the 
simple  and  unlearned.  In  the  course  of  time,  however,  when 
the  world  accumulated  more  and  more  empirical  knowledge, 
and  commenced  its  reduction  into  sciences,  the  same  general 
method  of  counting  Avas  committed  by  the  pen  to  paper,  and 
figures  were  introduced  which  were  to  signify  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  &c.; 
the  old  habit,  however,  was  retained,  and  thus  the  method  which 
originated  in  counting  with  the  fingers  became  estabUshed — 
the  single  numbers  accordingly  were  continued  till  ten,  then 
a  progression  was  made  with  two  numbers  until  one  hundred, 
all  changes  being  reserved  to  each  multiple  with  ten. 

His  Majesty  took  occasion  here  to  observe,  that  if  such 
had   not   been  the   origin  of  our  method  of  counting,  another 
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method,  resting  upon  a  better  geometrical  foundation,  might 
be  instituted;  in  which  case,  not  ten,  but  another  number, 
more  advantageous  and  useful  in  every  day  life,  would 
have  to  be  selected.  He  observed  that  the  number  ten 
had  this  inconvenience  that  by  halving  it  could  not  be  re- 
duced in  even  numbers  to  its  first  number,  but  gave  rise 
at  once  to  fractions;  for  by  halving  ten  we  obtain  five,  and 
by  halving  this  two  and  a  half,  and  this  one  and  a  quarter, 
which  necessarily  gives  origin  to  a  great  number  of  fractions 
in  calculations.  Moreover,  the  number  ten  contains  neitiier 
a  square,  nor  a  cube,  nor  a  quadri-cube;  whence  such  great 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  calculating  squares  and  cubes  with 
our  numbers.  If  number  eight  or  sixteen  had  been  used 
instead,  a  much  greater  advantage  and  facility  in  counting 
would  have  been  obtained;  because  eight  is  a  cube  of  two, 
and  sixteen  a  square  of  four;  so  that  at  once  a  cube  or  square 
root  resulted  from  it,  provided  the  same  number  by  halving 
could  be  reduced  to  its  primitive  or  first  number,  that  is,  to  one, 
without  the  introduction  of  any  fractions,  as  16,  8,  4,  2,  ]. 
The  same  number  also  could  be  applied  much  more  readily 
in  the  division  of  money  and  measurbs,  so  that  by  means  of 
it  many  obscure  and  broken  numbers  would  be  avoided. 

What  I  have  explained  here  in  detail  the  king  insisted 
upon  as  being  true,  and  he  desired  that  an  experiment  should 
be  made  with  some  other  number  than  ten.  It  was  observed, 
that  this  experiment  could  not  be  instituted,  unless  new 
numbers  with  new  names  were  invented  and  introduced,  to- 
tally unlike  those  in  common  use,  because  otherwise  error 
and  confusion  would  ensue;  that,  nevertheless,  the  experiment 
might  be  tried.  It  was  accordingly  made  upon  the  royal 
command  with  number  eight,*  which  is  a  cube  of  two,  and 
which  by  halving  can  be  reduced  to  its  primitive  number  one. 
New^  characters  also  were  invented,  and  for  each  character  a 
new  name;  these  signs  were  used  like  the  common  numbers; 
they  were  applied  to  money  and  measures,  and  also  to  cubi- 
cal calculations. 

When  the  experiment  was  submitted  to  His  Majesty,  he 
seemed  to  be  quite  pleased  with  it;  yet  it  was  plain  that  lio 

*  Tliis  was  duiie  by  Swudcuborg;  see  Docunieuts  75  and  77. 

36 


562  SWEDENBOEG  AS  A  MAN  OF  SCIENCE.     [Doc.  199. 

desired  a  calculation  of  greater  extent  and  of  a  more  diffi- 
cult arrangement,  which  would  afford  him  an  opportunity 
for  displaying  the  greatness  and  power  of  his  understanding, 
and  his  deep  penetration.  He  accordingly  desired  to  know 
if  there  was  one  number  which  included  as  well  a  cube,  as  a 
square,  and  which  also  by  halving  could  be  reduced  to  one. 
Sixty-four  was  proposed,  which  is  the  square  of  eight  and  the 
cube  of  four,  and  which  by  even  numbers  could  be  halved  to 
number  one.  We  did  not  fail  to  remind  him,  that  this 
number  was  too  high,  too  difficult,  and  almost  unmanageable. 
Because,  if  number  sixty-four  was  to  be  reached  by  single 
numbers,  and  then  only  the  change  into  two  numbers  was  to 
be  instituted,  and  if  these  numbers  were  to  be  changed  sixty- 
four  times,  i.  e.  if  sixty-four  times  sixty-four  (or  4096)  was  to 
be  reached  before  three  numbers  were  to  be  used,  in  this 
case  in  all  computations  therewith  and  especially  in  multipli- 
cation and  division  that  difficulty  would  have  to  be  faced,  that 
a  multiplication-table  consisting  of  4096  numbers  would  have 
to  be  borne  in  mind  instead  of  the  usual  one,  which  consists 
only  of  eighty  or  ninety  numbers.  But  the  greater  the  diffi- 
culties that  were  raised,  the  more  his  desire  to  make  the 
trial  increased  and  to  prove  the  feasibility  of  a  matter  which, 
we  maintained,  required  too  deep  reflection  to  be  brought  into 
order  and  to  be  accomplished  in  a  short  time.  His  Majesty 
himself  therefore  undertook  to  elaborate  and  project  this 
method  of  counting. 

The  very  next  day  he  sent  us  his  project  elaborated  on  a 
whole  sheet  with  new  characters  and  new  names;  the  sixty- 
four  numbers  above-named  he  had  there  divided  into  eight 
classes,  and  each  class  was  distinguished  by  a  peculiar  mark 
fi-om  the  others.  Upon  closer  investigation  it  was  found  that 
these  distinctive  marks  were  all  taken  from  the  initial  or 
final  letters  and  from  the  characters  of  the  numbers  which 
he  had  introduced;  and  it  was  all  done  in  such  an  ingenious 
and  compendious  manner,  that  after  the  first  eight  numbers 
were  known,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  learning  the 
numbers  following  until  sixty-four.  New  names  also  were 
given  to  each  class,  and  to  each  of  the  numbers  in  the  first 
class,  which  names  could  be  easily  remembered;  and  the  rest 
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were  marked  so  clearly  that  they  could  all  be  recited  in  their 
order  without  difficulty  or  burdening  the  memory,  and  that 
on  account  of  their  regularity  they  could  also  be  written 
down.  After  the  number  sixty-four  was  reached,  and  the 
series  had  to  be  continued  with  two  numbers  until  sixty- 
four  times  sixty-four,  or  4096,  new  names  followed  in  their 
order,  the  original  distinctions  however  being  retained;  and 
this  took  place  by  such  a  natural  system  of  variation  as 
followed  almost  of  its  own  accord,  so  that  new  and  satis- 
factory names  were  obtained  for  every  number  no  matter 
how  high  or  how  great;  so  that  no  number  could  be  given, 
which  could  not  by  following  the  established  principle  and 
rules,  be  furnished  with  a  sufficiently  distinctive  name.  This 
project  in  the  King's  own  writing,  and  the  original  of  ivhich 
I  still  have  in  my  possession,  as  already  mentioned,  was 
graciously  sent  to  me,  in  order  that  I  might  prepare  a  table, 
in  which  the  distinction  in  names  and  character  between 
tins  and  the  usual  method  might  be  exhibited.  In  this  same 
project  it  was  also  indicated,  how  the  multiplication  and 
division,  where  so  many  great  difficulties  Avould  be  expected, 
were  to  be  carried  out. 

When  this  project  had  by  the  royal  command  to  be  further 
developed,  and  an  opportunity  was  then  afforded  to  me,  to 
examine  it  more  in  detail,  and  to  see  whether  this  method 
could  not  be  arranged  in  a  better  and  more  convenient  way, 
no  matter  how  much  I  studied  it,  I  could  not  discover  any- 
thing which  could  be  improved;  and  it  is  my  frank  opinion 
that  nobody,  though  he  had  employed  all  his  time  upon 
mathematics,  would  have  found  anything  to  correct.  The 
compendious  mode  of  His  Majesty  in  the  discovery  of  charac- 
ters and  names,  and  the  easy  method  in  which  they  could  be 
changed,  so  that  by  means  of  certain  marks,  they  could  be 
varied  by  each  new  number,  as  well  as  his  project  for  multi- 
plication, considering  the  short  time  he  devoted  to  it,  could 
not  fail  to  excite  my  astonishment;  and  I  am  compelled  there- 
fore to  regard  him  as  a  man  of  deeper  thought  and  more 
subtle  penetration,  than  could  or  can  be  supposed  by  any 
other  man;  I  am  forced  also  to  admit  that  if  he  had  chosen 
he  could  have  been  for  all  times  the  foremost  among  his  sub- 
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jects  even  in  this  particular;  at  least,  he  could  have  obtained 
as  easily  as  any  one  else  the  laurel  which  is  sought  lor  by 
the  learned. 

I  was  also  led  to  think  and  to  believe  that  in  the  other 
matters  too,  of  which  you  will  leave  to  posterity  a  complete 
record,  he  must  have  had  a  deeper  understanding  than  he 
showed  outwardly  ;*  especially  as,  in  his  intercourse  generally, 
he  gave  people  to  understand  that  he  deemed  it  low  and  vulgar 
to  put  on  the  air  and  the  ways  of  superiority  and  learning  in 
the  company  of  such  as  have  regarded  and  as  still  regard  the 
external  and  superficial  as  wise,  and  the  internal  and  real  as 
unwise.  I  remember  a  truly  royal  and  rational  expression  of 
liis,  that  he  regarded  him  who  was  ignorant  of  mathematics 
as  only  haK  a  man.  He  exhibited  also  all  his  grace  and 
favour  towards  those  whom  he  considered  able  to  bring  a  use- 
ful science  to  some  degree  of  perfection.  If,  therefore,  it  had 
pleased  the  gracious  providence  of  Almighty  God,  that  he  should 
have  governed  his  people  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  he  would 
probably  have  brought  the  cause  of  learning  and  science  in 
Sweden  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfection  than  it  had  before 
attained,  or  will  ever  attain  hereafter;  for  he  seemed  inclined 
personally  to  take  the  lead  of  the  learned  forces,  and  to  en- 
courage every  one  by  his  own  appreciation  of  his  work  to 
make  such  progress,  as  to  earn  from  him  the  acknoAvledgment 
of  having  acquired  some  degree  of  merit  and  of  just  renown. 

At  the  same  opportunity,  and  about  the  same  time,  the 
plans  of  several  mechanical  undertakings  in  the  country 
were  made,  where  I  was  instructed  to  act  as  an  assistant  to 
Mr.  Polhem,  the  Councillor  of  Commerce;  as,  for  instance,  of 
the  dock  at  Carlscrona,  which  must  be  regarded  as  unequalled 
in  Europe,  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  it  was 
built  in  a  place  where  there  was  no  assistance  derived  from 
the  tidal  flow  of  the  sea ;  and,  Kkewise,  of  the  locks  and  sluices 
between  Lake  Wener  and  Gottenburg,  in  the  large  streams  and 
at  the  falls  of  Trollhatta,  which  is  a  work  that,  had  it  been  accom- 
plished, would  have  to  be  classed  among  the  greatest  mechani- 

*  Compare  the  extracts  from  Swedenborg's  "Spiritual  Diary,"  iu  Note  3, 
respecting  the  internal  character  of  Charles  XII. 


Doc.  200.]  CONTEOVERSY  WITH  CELSIUS.  565 

cal  euterprizes  ever  undertaken  in  the  world ;  without  mention- 
ing several  other  projects. 

The   above   I   desire  to   communicate  to  you  with  all  due 
respect.    I  remain. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Em.  Swedenboeg, 
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SWEDEKBORG'S  CONTROVERSY  WITH 

PROFESSOR    ANDERS    CELSIUS/**    OF    UPSAL, 

IN  1740  AND  1741. 

This  controversy  was  provoked  by  a  paper  which  Professor 
Celsius  read  in  1740  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stock- 
holm, in  which  he  communicated  the  declination  of  the  mag- 
netic needle  for  Upsal  and  Tornea  as  obtained  by  his  personal 
observations,  comparing  his  own  results  with  those  produced 
by  a  theoretical  computation  according  to  the  principles  laid 
down  by  Swedenborg  in  his  Principia  for  the  determination 
of  the  declination  of  the  needle  for  all  parts  of  the  globe. 
After  showing  that  there  was  a  difi'erence  of  about  eight  degrees 
between  the  results  obtained  by  the  two  different  methods, 
he  closed  his  paper  with  these  remarks:  "From  this  it  is  made 
sufficiently  clear  that  some  improvement  is  necessary  in  the 
Assessor's  hypothesis." 

Upon  his  return  to  Stockholm  in  1740,  Swedenborg  him- 
self made  a  computation  of  the  declination  of  the  needle  for 
Upsal,  according  to  his  principles,  and  communicated  the  result 
to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  a  paper  read  before  them  on 
December  14,  in  which  he  proves  that  the  difference  between 
the  practical  observation  made  by  Professor  Celsius  and  the 
theoretical  computation  according  to  his  principles  amounts 
to  scarcely  1  minute,  instead  of  8  degrees,  13^  miinites,  or 
4985-  minutes. 

Professor  Celsius,  thereupon,  in  a  paper  handed  in  on 
January  23,  1741,  communicated  the  computation  of  Magister 
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Hjorter,^*^  on  whicli  he  had  based  "his  criticism  of  Sweden- 
borg's  principles,  and  he  added  the  Magisters  strictures  of 
Swedenborg's  own  computation.  These  strictures,  however, 
were  easily  refuted  by  Swedenborg  in  a  short  reply  which  he 
submitted  to  the  Academy  on  February  1,  1741,  and  with 
wliich  the  controversy  closed. 

It  seems  scarcely  fair  that  the  Academy  of  Sciences  should 
have  pubhshed  in  its  Transactions  Celsius'  attack  upon  Sweden- 
borg,  without  offering  him  an  opportunity  in  return  to  defend 
himself  as  publicly;  and  the  result  has  been  that  the  written 
papers  belonging  to  this  controversy  lay  forgotten  in  the  Archives 
of  the  Academy  until  1869,  when  they  were  exhumed  by 
Mr.  Ahlstrand,  the  learned  librarian  of  the  institution,  who 
kindly  communicated  them  to  the  editor  of  these  documents, 
during  his  protracted  stay  in  Stockholm.  They  follow  herewith 
in  chi'onological  order. 


A. 


i:XTEACT  FROM  PROFESSOR  CELSIUS'  PAPER,   READ  BEFORE  THE  ACADEMY 
OF  SCIENCES,  IN  1740.* 

I  therefore  observed  the  declination  of  the  magnetic 
needle  here  at  XJpsal  on  the  28th  of  July  last,  between  three 
and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  clear  and  warm  weather; 
and  for  this  purpose  employed  the  same  compass  which  has 
already  been  described  in  these  Transactions,  using  therewith 
all  possible  precautions.  First  I  made  myself  a  meridian 
line  of  about  six  yards  long  by  means  of  a  carefully  set 
astronomical  clock  or  dial,  which  I  am  sure  did  not  devi- 
ate from  the  correct  time  by  more  than  a  few  minutes; 
and,  indeed,  in  the  open  air  in  my  garden,  to  escape  all 
local  attraction  of  iron;  further,  I  had  no  iron  implements 
of  any  kind  about  me  such  as  keys,  buckles,  &c.  In  the 
direction  of  the  meridian  line  I  stretched  a  fine  thread,  under  * 
which  the   compass  was  placed  in   such   a  manner  that   the 

*  This  paper  is  contained  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  the  year,  1740,  on  pages  385-88. 
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position  of  the  thread  was  exactly  on  O  of  the  two  graduated 
brass-arches.  After  the  thread  had  been  removed  the  needle 
was  allowed  to  swing  on  its  pivot,  the  whole  being  covered  by 
a  glass-shade. 

I  then  observed  the  declination  of  the  needle 
towards  the  west,  away  from  the  pole  line  to  be     .     8°  53' 

After  the  needle  had  been  removed  from  its 
place  by  means  of  a  key,  it  stood  at 8°  50' 

When  the  compass  was  handled  and  replaced 
under  the  thread,  the  needle  indicated 8"  45' 

After  being  disturbed  with  a  key 8°  47' 

When  the  compass  was  rubbed  and  replaced, 
under  the  thread 8°  50' 

From  all  of  which  results  a  mean  declination 
of  the  needle  towards  the  west  for  this  locality  of.     8°  49' 

As  Assessor  SAvedenborg  has  shown  how  the  deviation  of 
the  magnetic  needle  may  be  found  out  a  iwiori  for  any  given 
locaKty,  Magister  Hiorter"^  upon  my  request  has  computed 
by  means  of  28  operations  the  declination  of  the  magnetic 
needle  for  the  present  time  at  Upsal  according  to  his  theoiy, 
and  has  obtained 17°     2^' 

A  difference  from  the  result  obtained  by  ob- 
servation of 8°  13?' 

He    has    also    computed   the    declination   for 
Tornea  for  April   17,  1736 12°  22' 

Which  according  to  my  observations  is      ...     5°     5' 

Thus  differing  from  the  real  observation     .     .     .     7°  17' 

From  this  it  is  made  sufficiently  clear  that  some  improve- 
ment is  necessary  in  the  Assessors  hypothesis. 
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B. 


SWEDENBORG'S  REPLY  TO  PROFESSOR  CELSIUS* 

Computation  of  the  declination  of  the  needle  for  the  meridian 
of  Upsal,  shotting  the  use  of  such  computations  for  findi)ig  the 
eastern  and  ivestern  longitude. 

It  is  probably  universally  known  that  tlie  learned  among 
tlie  ancients  could  not  advance  physical  science  to  that  height 
to  which  it  has  been  brought  by  the  learned  of  later  times, 
especially  by  those  of  the  last  and  of  the  present  centuries: 
for  in  former  times  they  were  obliged  unaided  by  observation 
and  experiments  to  investigate  everything  from  their  own 
thoughts,  and  to  derive  their  knowledge  from  their  own  brains ; 
as  they  thus  derived  no  help  from  visible  tokens  by  which 
they  could  have  been  directed  to  the  true  way,  it  necessarily 
followed  that  in  certain  respects  they  were  misled.  Neverthe- 
less, by  their  profound  thought  they  encouraged  posterity  to 
examine  things  more  closely,  and  by  investigating  effects  to 
find  out  how  closely  or  how  remotely  their  rules  agree  with 
the  actual  order  of  nature. 

There  are  two  ways  by  which  to  trace  out  those  ithings  in 
nature  which  lie  either  open  before  us,  or  are  hidden  from 
our  eyes,  viz.  the  a  priori  which  is  also  called  the  synthetical 
method,  and  the  a  posteriori,  or  the  analytical  method.  Both 
are  necessary  in  reflecting  upon  and  tracing  out  one  and  the 
same  thing :  for  in  order  to  do  so  there  is  required  both  light 
a  priori,  and  experience  a  posteriori.  Now,  wdiile  the  learned 
among  the  ancients  followed  the  former  light  as  remotely  and 
profoundly  as  they  possibly  could,  those  at  a  later  period  were 
induced  not  to  accept  anytliing  as  witness,  unless  it  was  con- 
firmed by  experience.  Hence  also  some  of  the  learned  at  the 
present  day  seem  to  have  agreed  to  let  thought  rest,  and  to 
make  experiments  which  would  appeal  to  the  senses ;  yet  they 

*  This  paper  was  read  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  on  December 
14,  1740,  and  is  preserved  in  its  Archives. 
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did  so  with  the  hope  and  intent  that  some  day  experience 
would  be  connected  with  theory:  for  experience  deprived  of 
an  insight  into  the  nature  of  things,  is  knowledge  without 
learning,  and  a  foundation  without  a  building  to  rest  upon  it. 
The  observations  of  the  outward  senses  merely  furnish  data 
and  give  information  about  things  which  the  understanding 
ought  to  investigate,  and  concerning  which  it  ought  to  form 
its  judgments ;  such  also  is  the  distinctive  quality  of  a  rational 
being  whose  superiority  over  brute  animals  consists  in  being 
able  to  exercise  its  understanding  in  matters  acquired  by 
experience. 

For  the  purpose  of  reaching  this  noble  end,  the  learned 
scientific  men  of  these  later  times  have  collected  and  accumu- 
lated such  an  abundant  and  invaluable  treasury  of  experiments 
and  facts,  that  we  seem  likely  to  be  able  soon  to  advance  a 
step  beyond,  and  to  trace  out  the  secret  properties  of  nature 
ex  posteriori^  or  by  the  analytical  method,  and  thus  to  meet 
our  learned  forefathers  who  reached  the  same  goal  a  priori, 
and  with  their  help  to  climb  up  a  higher  Parnassus,  than  they 
were  able  to  do  in  their  times. 

Two  objections  are  usually  made  to  this :  first,  that  we 
have  not  yet  a  sufficient  stock  of  experiments  and  facts  for 
tliis  purpose;  and  that  we  ought  still  to  go  on  for  several 
centuries  in  laying  the  foundation  and  collecting  materials  for 
the  intended  building;  some,  indeed,  go  so  far  as  to  maintain 
that  not  even  our  posterity  ought  to  erect  the  scaffolding  for 
the  building.  Regarded  in  itself,  however,  this  is  a  mere  pre- 
text for  escaping  the  profound  and  laborious  study  and  re- 
flection, which  such  an  important  subject  requires.  For  in  order 
to  reach  that  height  where  theory  is,  in  order  to  go  beyond 
probabilities  into  that  region  where  pure  truths  meet,  it  is 
necessary  to  draw  upon  and  to  employ  everything  that  has 
hitherto  been  discovered  in  nature.  We  have  to  draw 
upon,  in  fact,  what  I  call  the  common  experience;  since 
there  is  a  common  bond  uniting  each  thing  to  every 
other  thing,  so  that  but  little  knowledge  is  obtained 
concerning  a  single  or  individual  thing,  unless  all  things  help 
and  conspire.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  similar  bond  of  union  be- 
tween all  the  phenomena  of  nature,  as  there  is  between  the 
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several  sciences,  and  as  soon  as  one  is  wanting  there  is  a 
break  in  the  chain.  For  such  a  work,  however,  there  is  re- 
quired a  special  taste,  inclination,  attention,  concentration,  and 
leisure ;  for  such  thoughts  do  not  flow  in  of  their  own  accord, 
nor  do  they  present  themselves  without  abstracting  that  which 
rivets  the  attention  of,  and  delights,  the  outward  senses. 
Those  who  do  not  possess  these  qualifications,  nor  this  parti- 
cular cast  of  mind  perform  perhaps  just  as  good  a  service  to 
the  public  by  increasing  our  stock  of  experience,  which  can 
never  be  filled  up  even  to  the  end  of  the  world:  for  nature  is 
an  ocean  without  a  bottom.  "Without  their  help  in  laying  the 
foundation  and  providing  the  materials,  the  understanding  can 
never  ascend  to  its  own  proper  sphere. 

The  other  objection  is,  that  doubts  prevail  as  to  the  ad- 
vantage and  use  which  experience  may  derive  from  theory; 
one  single  example,  however,  will  suffice  to  place  this  in  clear 
light:  for  if  the  true  cause  of  the  attractive  force  of  the  mag- 
net, and  of  its  declination  and  inclination,  was  brought  to 
light,  so  that  true  ephemerides  and  maps  could  be  constructed 
of  its  deviations,  the  longitude  of  places,  which  is  so  much 
sought  after  and  desired,  would  be  determined  thereby,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  navigation,  geodesy,  and  geography.  In 
that  case  also  the  unnecessary  talk  and  controversies  about 
the  inconstant  nature  of  the  course  and  progress  of  magnetic 
declination,  and  many  other  things  which  unnecessarily  worry 
and  disturb  the  experiments  of  the  learned,  and  obstruct 
an  advance,  would  cease.  The  same  applies  to  everything 
else.  To  trace  out  and  investigate,  and  to  acquire  a  know- 
ledge of  and  to  know,  what  nature  in  its  inmost  recesses 
contains,  may  be  compared  to  some  one  who  fumbles  about 
in  a  valley  among  bushes,  trees,  and  rocks,  and  who  is  looking 
there  for  the  path  and  the  direction  which  will  lead  him  to 
his  home,  while  another  has  ascended  a  high  tower,  from  which 
he  is  able  to  take  in  at  a  glance  the  whole  wide  field,  with 
all  its  corners  and  angles,  and  its  many  tortuous  paths. 

Now,  as  I  find  in  the  Transactions  of  our  Academy  ol 
Sciences  for  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September  of 
the  year  1740,  page  384,  that  Professor  Anders  Celsius  has 
been  pleased  to  undertake  the  labour  of  comparing  my  com- 
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putation  of  the  declination  of  the  magnet  with  an  accurate 
observation  which  he  made  at  Upsal  on  July  28,  1740,  I  ex- 
press to  him  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  real  service  which  he 
has  rendered  to  me :  for  in  order  that  a  computation  based 
upon  theory  may  be  established,  it  must  be  proved  by  observ- 
ation. I  desire,  however,  first  of  all  to  have  the  honour  of 
stating  that  in  my  Opera  Pliilosopliica  et  Mineralia,  which  was 
printed  in  Leipzig  in  1734,  no  declinations  had  been  submitted 
to  computation  except  a  few  for  the  meridian  of  London,  and 
a  few  more  for  that  of  Paris,  including  also  a  few  for  Rome, 
Uranieburg,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  &c. ;  among  these  ex- 
amples, however,  there  has  not  been  a  single  one  for  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  Upsal.  Professor  Celsius,  therefore, 
requested  Magister  Hiorter  to  institute  a  computation  at  the 
above-named  place  and  time,  according  to  the  principles  laid 
down  by  me,  which  has  resulted  in  17  degrees,  and  2|  minutes, 
while  the  observation  exhibits  only  8  degrees,  49  minutes,  so 
that  my  computation  was  found  to  be  erroneous  by  8  degrees, 
134-  minutes.  In  order,  however,  to  show  to  whom  this  fault 
ought  to  be  attributed,  I  feel  induced  to  submit  my  own  com- 
putation; where  I  have  been  compelled  to  make  use  of  the  same 
Latin  phraseology  which  I  employed  tliroughout  the  whole  work, 
so  that  it  may  plainly  appear,  that  I  have  not  deviated  a  hair's 
breadth  from  my  former  series  of  computations,  and  the  rules 
I  then  laid  down. 


The  latitude  of  Upsal  is  59° 
50'. 

The  eastern  longitude  from 
London  is  15°. 

1.  Between  1720  and  1740 
intervene  20  years,  which  are 
to  be  multiplied  by  56.  Thus 
20°x56'=lS°  40'. 

2.  Subtract    18°    40'    from 
112°,  and  from  15°,  or: 
112°+ 15°  — 18°  40'=108°  20'. 

3.  For  (p  a),  see  figures  in 
the  work  itself. 


108°  20'— 90°=18°20';  now 
follows  the  operation  by  the 
logarithms : 

Sine  22°  30'=958284 
Sine  18°  20'  =  949756_ 
Sine     6°  55' =  9080517 

4.  Multiplication  must  be 
made  for  the  south  angle : 

20°x20'=6°  40'. 

5.  These  6°  40'  are  to  be 
subtracted  from  the  south 
angle  of  London,  and  15"  are 
to  be  added,  viz: 
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145° 30'  + 15°— 6° 40=153°  50', 
which  is  the  true  south  angle 
towards  the  west. 

6.  For  (o  h) 

153°  50'— 90°=63°  50';  then  by 

the  sines: 

Sine  22°  30'=958284 
Sine  63°  50'=995^0^ 
Sine  20°     5'=953T88. 

7.  For  (p  c) 

59°  50' +  6°  55'=66°  45'. 

8.  66°  45'  to  be  multiplied 
l:,y  6"=6'  36". 

9.  22'  30" +  6'  36"=29'  6". 

10.  For  (p  o) 

180° +  6°  55' +  20°  5'=207°. 

11.  We  require  to  use  the 
square : 

as  the  square  180°=32400 
is  to  the  square  207°=32849, 
so  is  29'  6"  to  38'  22". 

12.  By  decimal  calculation 
38'  22"  X  66°  45'-4°  7'. 

13.  22°  30' +  4°  7'=26°  37'; 
26°  37'  is  therefore  the  appar- 
ent latus  calculi. 

14.  60°  :  90°  : :  4°  7'  :  6°  11'. 
See  the  table  of  the  calcu- 
lation at  p.  326  (English  edition, 
Vol.  II,  p.  160)  of  the  Princijyia. 
There  are  to  be  added  6°  11' 
to  the  true  north  angle 

108°  20' +  6°   ll'=114°  31'. 
114°  31'   is  thus  the  apparent 
north  angulus  calculi  towards 
the  west;  the   complement  of 
which  is  65°  29'. 

15.  For  (c  d) 


Sine  59°  50'=993679 
Sine  65°  29'=995896 


Sine  51°  52'=989575. 

16.  For  (a  d) 

Sine  compl.  65°  29'=961800 
Tang,  compl.  59°  50'-979435 
Tangent  33°  40'  =982365. 

17.  For  (b  c)  has  to  be  added 
first  33°  40' +  26°  37'=60°  17'; 
and  by  logarithms : 

Sine  compl.  59°  50'=970115 
Sine  compl.  60°  17'=969523 
Sine  compl.  75°   35'=939638. 

18.  For  the  angle  (b  c  a) 
will  be  the  proportion :  as 
75°  35'  the  side  already  found 
is  to  65°  29',  the  complement 
of  the  apparent  north  angle; 
so  is  26°  37',  the  apparent 
side  of  the  calculus,  to  the 
angle  required. 

Sine  26°  37'=  965129 
Sine  65°  29'=  995896 
1961025. 
Sine   75°  35'=  998610 
Sine  24°  53'="9G2415. 

19.  We  must  now  find  the 
side  and  angle  at  the  south 
pole 

59°  50'— 20°  5'=39°  45'. 

20.  By  decimal  calculation 
39°  45'   X   38'   22"=2°  28'. 

21.  By  reduction  according 
to  the  rule  at  p.  320  (English 
edition,  Vol.  II,  p.  160)  of 
the  Prmcipia: 

as  60°  is  to  90°  so  2°  28' 
is  to  3°  7'. 
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22.  These  3°  7'  are  to  be 
subtracted  from  the  south 
angle  153°  50';  hence  153o 
50'— 3°  7=150°  43',  which  is 
the  apparent  [south]  angle 
situated  at  the  west;  of  which 
the  complement  is  29  o  17'. 

23.  For  (n  c) 

Sine  59°  50'=993679 
Sine  29°  17'=9t'8942 
Sine  25°     l'-96262f. 

24.  For  (n  h) 

Sine  compl.  29°  17'=  994062 
Tang,  compl.  59°  50'=  979435 
Tangent         .54°  29'=i014627. 

25.  For  the  side  (g  c)  sub- 
tract 

54°  29'— 26°  37'=27°  52'. 
Sine  compl.  24°  58'=  995739 
Sine  compl.  27°  52'=  994647 
Sine  compl.  36°  44'=1990386^ 

If  its  complement  is  taken, 
the  required  side  (c  g)  is  ob- 
tained=143°  14'. 

26.  For  the  angle  (g  c  h) 
the  proportion  must  be  used: 


as  36°  44'  the  side  now  found 
is  to  29°  17'  the  complement 
of  the  apparent  south  angle, 
so  26°  37'  the  apparent  side 
of  the  calculus,  to  that  which 
is  required. 

Sine  26''  37'-  965129 
Sine  29°  17'=  96894^ 
193407 1. 
Sine  36°  44'=  97767^ 
Sine  21°  30'=  956395. 

27.  75°  35'  =  24°  53' 
143°  14'  =  21°  31' 
218°  49'    =  "46°^3\ 

From  this    arises    the   pro- 
portion: 
218°  49' :  46°  23'::  75°  35':  16°  1'. 

28.  If  16°  1'  be  subtracted 
from  the  angle  24°  53',  there 
remains  the  declination  west, 
8°  52'. 

Between  the  declination  ob- 
served by  Professor  Celsius 
8°  49'  and  that  obtained  by 
computation  8°  52',  there  is  a 
difference  of  3  minutes. 


It  hence  appears  plainly  that  my  computed  declination 
agrees  so  thoroughly  with  the  Professor's  accurately  made  ob- 
servation which  he  has  communicated  to  us,  that  scarcely  one 
minute,  much  less  8  degrees  132-  minutes  or  493^-  minutes, 
separates  us. 

The  Professor's  observation,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Academy,  p.  387,  is  as  follows: 

In  1740,  on  July  28,  I  observed  at  Upsal  the 
declination  of  the  needle  towards  the  west  from 
its  northern  direction 8°  53'. 

After  the  needle  had  been  drawn  from  its 
place  by  a  key,  it  stood  at 8°  50'. 
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When  the  compass  was  handled  and  replaced 
under  the  thread,  the  needle  indicated 8°  45'. 

After  being  disturbed  by  a  key  , 8°  47'. 

When  the  compass  was  rubbed   and  replaced 
under  the  thread o     .     8°  50'. 

From  all  of  which  results  a  mean  declination 
of  the  needle  towards  the  west  for  that  locality  of    .     8°  49'. 

The  difference  between  my  computed  declination  which  is 
8°  52'  and  that  which  resulted  from  observation  is  merely  three 
minutes;  but  if  a  mean  is  taken  between  the  first  observation 
8"  53'  and  the  second  or  last  8°  52',  the  difference  is  merely 
half  a  minute,  which  amounts  to  nothing. 

The  reason  why  my  computation  is  so  prolix  and  difficult, 
consisting  of  28  operations  for  finding  out  each  declination, 
is,  that  I  have  to  transfer  the  fluxion  of  a  perpetually  spiral 
vortex — which  is  really  the  origin  of  the  declination  of  the 
magnet — from  an  algebraic  to  a  trigonometric  and  arithmetical 
computation ;  and,  indeed,  without  any  assistance  derived  from 
previous  experiment  or  trial. 

I  have  to  observe  that  I  assumed  the  eastern  longitude  of 
Upsal  from  London  to  be  fifteen  degrees,  in  consequence  of 
information  I  received  in  1710  from  the  celebrated  astronomer 
Flamsteed,^®  at  Greenwich,  when  I  brought  him  the  observ- 
ations of  two  lunar  €cKpses  made  by  the  late  Professor 
Elfvius,^*  which  he  at  once  in  my  presence  compared  with  his 
own  observations.  As  soon  as  I  shall  be  kindly  informed  of 
the  approximate  longitude  and  latitude  of  Tornea,  I  am  ready 
to  make,  and  to  communicate,  a  computation  for  the  year  1736; 
where  I  am  certain  a  similar  result  will  be  obtained  to  that 
which  follows  herewith. 

If  any  one  now,  under  proper  instruction,  took  the  trouble 
to  compute  the  declination  of  the  magnet  for  every  fifth  degree 
of  latitude  and  longitude  over  the  whole  globe,  between  65 
degrees  north  and  south,  and  also  every  third  or  fourth  year; 
and  if  afterwards  he  pubHshed  his  computed  declinations  either 
in  the  form  of  an  ephemeris  or  of  a  chart,  it  might  be  deter- 
mined thereby  as  well  by  land  as  by  sea  under  what  degree 
in  an  eastern  or  western  direction  any  one  is  or  sails;  pro- 
vided the  declination  of  the  magnet  and  also  the  latitude  are 
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accurately  observed.  The  same  might  also  be  obtained  with- 
out an  observation  of  the  latitude,  simply  by  making-  repeated 
observations  of  the  declination  on  several  distant  places  on 
the  way,  and  looking  for  them  on  the  Chart:  for  the  magnet 
declines  differently  for  every  degree  in  latitude  and  longitude. 
As  this,  however,  requires  great  care  and  labour,  although  I 
feel  confident  of  being  able  to  supply  the  present  difficulty  by 
an  easier  method,  it  shall  certainly  not  be  undertaken  with- 
out encouragement  from  others. 

The  only  thing  that  seems  to  lie  in  the  way  of,  or  to  ob- 
struct, the  feasibility  of  this  method  is  the  difficulty  of  observ- 
ing the  correct  declination  of  the  magnet  with  sufficient 
accuracy  and  exactness  at  sea  and  on  land:  for  many  and  en- 
tirely different  circumstances  may  cause  an  observation  to  be 
at  fault  for  a  half  or  a  whole  degree.  Some  of  these  I  may 
here  mention;  if,  for  instance,  the  meridian  line  be  not  laid 
down  most  accurately,  the  compass  with  its  breadth  or  dia- 
meter, (suppose  this  to  have  been  most  carefully  constructed,) 
would  not  be  placed  correctly  in  accordance  with  the  due 
north  line :  and  this  error  would  obtain,  even  though  it  should 
be  placed  upon  a  perfectly  horizontal  plane,  without  the  least 
declivity;  and  though  the  needle  should  swing  most  freely  on 
its  pivot,  without  the  least  friction  caused  by  rust,  dust,  smoke, 
vapour,  water,  or  other  thing.  Further,  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  a  needle  to  swing  with  absolute  freedom  and  without  any 
impediment  whatever:  for  if  the  point  of  the  pivot  and  the 
small  cavity  of  the  needle  in  which  it  runs,  are  examined  by 
the  microscope,  great  unevenness  may  be  observed,  which  is 
increased  by  the  least  particles  of  vapour  or  dust  which  may 
be  deposited  there.  Great  care  too  must  be  taken  lest  any 
effluvia  of  iron  either  from  a  greater  or  shorter  distance 
be  conveyed  to  it;  also  that  no  pieces  of  iron  be  concealed  in 
the  window-frames,  in  the  room,  walls,  mortar,  or  in  the  floor; 
also  that  they  are  not  carried  about  by  the  observer:  more- 
over, all  currents  of  air  must  be  carefully  excluded.  Any  of 
these  circumstances  may  cause  the  observation  to  vary  several 
hours  or  days;  yea,  according  to  the  experiments  of  Professor 
Celsius,  (see  Transactions  of  the  Academy  for  the  months  of 
April,  May,  and  June,  1740,)  they  may  differ  from  twenty-seven 
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minutes  to  six  hours ;  and  in  one  and  the  same  observation 
the  ditVerence  may  amount  to  eight  minutes,  or  range  hetAveen 
45'  to  53',  of  Avhieh  the  Professor  has  taken  the  mean,  viz. 
forty-nine  minutes  as  indieating  the  true  deehnation.  (see 
Transactions  of  Oic  Acadenu/,  p.  387.)  For  if  the  least  ex- 
halation of  iron  he  eonveyed  hy  the  air  or  wind,  it  would 
penetrate  Avithout  the  least  obstruction  through  ghiss,  yea  even 
tlu'ougli  metals,  such  as  gold  and  silver,  and  through  water 
and  tire,  and  according  to  observations  instituted  by  many, 
this  would  cause  a  denation  of  from  thirty  or  forty  minutes 
and  upwards  in  a  compass  the  graduated  circle  of  Avhich  is 
small,  and  wiieie  the  neeeile  is  placed  at  some  distance  above 
it.  This  uu\y  also  be  concluded  from  the  fact  that  frequently 
a  very  great  diti'erence  is  noticed  between  the  observations 
made  with  one  compass  at  several  places,  or  with  several 
compasses  at  one  place;  whence  some  have  been  led  to  attri- 
bute the  fault  not  to  themselves,  but  to  the  supposed  incon- 
stancy of  the  declination  in  one  and  the  same  place,  and  at 
one  and  the  same  time.  ^Severtheless,  the  eastern  and  western 
longitude  may  be  obtained  by  taking  the  mean  of  several  ob- 
servations. 

The  fact  of  the  deviation  of  the  needle  having  its  even  and 
constant  motion  and  orbit  appears  very  clearly  from  the  nu- 
merous observations  instituted  during  a  Avhole  century  at  Paris, 
London,  and  other  places ;  the  dift'erence  or  progress  between 
them,  from  year  to  year,  has  shoAvn  itself  so  even  that  scarce- 
ly any  increase  is  noticed  in  the  course  of  one  year  compared 
with  that  of  another,  while  yet  the  magnet  at  the  same  time 
continues  to  decline  until  it  reaches  its  highest  point,  when  it 
begins  to  turn  about  in  the  opposite  direction.  According  to 
my  computations  this  is  not  likely  to  happen  in  Paris  for 
forty  years  to  come.  It  is  also  remarkable  that  when  the 
magnet  is  found  to  be  stationary  for  a  year,  the  very 
next  year  the  declination  is  found  to  have  progressed  and  in- 
creased at  such  a  rate,  that  the  deiiciency  of  the  one  is  com- 
pensated by  the  year  following ;  whence  it  appears  very 
clearly  that  the  magnet  has  not  stood  still,  and  that  the 
error  has  not  been  due  to  the  magnet,  but  to  the  ob- 
server.    Indeed,  over  the  whole   iilobe   the   declination  oi  the 
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magnet  at  one  place  takes  place  in  such  regular  order,  that 
the  celebrated  Halley,  of  Oxford,  has  compiled  a  chart  (a 
copper-plate  of  which  is  also  inserted  in  my  work),  showing 
its  deviation,  and  from  which  it  may  be  seen  that  the  magnet 
does  not  make  such  uneven  and  irregular  jumps  forward  and 
backward. 

Another  consideration  that  presents  itself  is  this,  that  if 
there  actually  were  a  deviation  of  six  hours,  as  we  are  informed, 
it  would  be  most  dangerous  for  sea-faring  people,  for  in  that 
case  the  ship's  course  on  the  ocean  would  be  changed  from 
side  to  side  every  few  hours,  so  as  to  resemble  the  course  of 
those  that  skate  on  the  ice.  From  this  and  several  other 
arguments  and  proofs  it  can  be  very  clearly  seen  that  the 
declination  and  inclination  of  the  magnet  always  preserves  a 
uniformity  in  its  deviation,  and  that  it  is  caused  by  the  sur- 
rounding subtle  atmosphere  which  I  denominate  the  purer 
ether,  and  which  forms  the  large  vortex  oi  our  earth:  for  if 
the  perpetually  spiral  motion  of  this  vortex  be  examined  by 
means  of  a  true  geometry,  it  will  be  found  that  such  a  motion 
cannot  otherwise  than  describe  its  larger  and  lesser  circles, 
appoint  and  locate  (utsdtta)  its  centres,  and  form  its  axes, 
i.  e.  form  their  equator  and  ecliptic,  and  together  with  their 
equators  and  ecliptics  form  the  north  and  south  poles  —  al- 
together as  this  is  shown  in  our  system  at  large,  and  also 
by  each  magnet  on  a  small  scale,  when  iron  powder  is 
scattered  around:  for  whatever  property  and  natural  motion 
belongs  to  a  large  volume  in  its  atmosphere,  or  in  the  atmo- 
sphere itself,  belongs  also  to  a  smaller,  and  even  to  the  small- 
est volume  whenever  it  is  put  in  motion.  From  all  this, 
which  is  declared  and  demonstrated  by  geometry  itself  and 
cannot  be  disputed,  it  follows  that  there  can  be  no  other  cause 
of  the  declination  and  inclination  of  the  magnet  than  the  very 
vortical  fluxion  by  which  our  earth  is  kept  enclosed  as  it  were 
in  its  centre ;  and  upon  this  also  my  calculation  is  based.  If  the 
progression  of  the  magnet  towards  the  east  or  towards  the  west 
was  as  inconstant  as  it  is  declared  to  be,  the  earth  or  our  little 
world,  the  existence  of  which  depends  upon  the  constancy  of  this 
system,  would  most  certainly  vibrate  to  and  fro  in  its  course, 
and  would   consequently  threaten  to  fall  out  of   equihbrium. 
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C. 

PROFESSOR   A.    CEIS/FS""   REPLY  TO  ASSESSOR  SWEDENBORO'S  CALCULATION 
OF  THE  DECLINATION  OF  THE  MAGNET  FOR  THE  MERIDIAN  OF  UPSAL* 

As  Assessor  Swedenborg  has  now  been  pleased  himself  to 
calculate  the  declination  ot  the  needle  according  to  his  theory, 
and  as  he  has  found  the  same  to  agree  pretty  well  with  the 
observation  I  took  here  at  Upsal,  when  yet  following  the  com- 
putation of  Magister  Hiorter  I  had  stated  it  to  differ  by  8°  13^-'; 
I  have  therefore  examined  Magister  Hiorter's  calculation,  and 
find  it  to  agree  with  the  rules  and  examples  laid  down  by  the 
Assessor  in  his  philosophical  work.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
I  notice  that  the  Assessor's  own  computation  agrees  with 
my  observation,  by  mere  chance ;  it  being  extremely  faulty,  espe- 
cially from  his  having  taken  the  latitude  of  Upsal,  instead  of  its 
comijlementum  or  elevatio  cequatoris.  I  have  therefore  the 
honour  of  communicating  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  Magister 
Hiorter's  computations  for.  the  meridian  of  Upsal,  and  also 
the  mistakes  which  occur  in  Assessor  Swedenborg's  calculation, 
from  which  the  Academy  of  Sciences  can  see  clearly  that  the 
difference  pointed  out  by  me  is  not  due  to  any  error  in  Magister 
Hiorter's  computation,  but  results  from  the  theory  itself;  which 
is  the  less  surprising,  as  Assessor  Swedenborg  was  unable  to 
obtain  as  many  observations  of  the  declination  and  inclination 
of  the  needle  taken  around  the  whole  globe  with  sufficient 
accuracy,  as  allowed  him  to  construct  from  them  a  theory 
so  perfect  that  it  needed  no  alteration  and  improvement  by 
more  recent  observations.  I  believe  that  Dr.  Halley^^  has 
more  than  any  other  applied  the  deepest  thought  in  establish- 
ing a  theory  of  the  declination  of  the  magnet  which  the  learned 
have  been  seeking  to  improve  ever  since;  yet  he  does  not 
venture  to  determine  by  geometry  the  situation  of  the  magnetic 
poles  upon  the  earth,  and  to  establish  rules  for  computing 
the  declination.  Meanwhile,  however,  he  has  empirically  con- 
structed  crooked  lines   representing   the    declinations    of  the 

*  This  paper  was  read  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  on  January 
23,  1741. 
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magnet  on  the  largest  ocean  of  the  world,  and  he  has  had 
the  good  fortune  to  see  these  lines,  which  were  constructed 
mostly  on  the  basis  of  the  observations  taken  during  his 
voyages,  confirmed  more  and  more  by  later  experiments.  As 
I  had,  moreover,  observed  that  Assessor  Swedenborg's  theory 
differs  considerably  from  that  of  Dr.  Halley,  I  was  the  more 
anxious  to  see  how  it  comjiared  with  my  observations  taken 
at  Tornea  and  Upsal,  especially  as  I  saw  that  his  computa- 
tions tallied  so  well  with  the  observations  made  in  London  and 
Paris, 

Besides,  as  Assessor  Swedenborg  is  still  pleased  to  persist 
in  the  objections  to  the  hourly  changes  of  the  declination  of 
the  needle,  wdiich  he  had  previously  made  in  his  philosopliical 
work  to  the  observations  of  Messrs.  Muschenbrock  and  Graham, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  uttering  my  frank  thoughts  on  the 
subject. 

I,  too,  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  and  delicate 
matter  to  observe  the  declination  of  the  needle  so  exactly,  as 
to  be  always  sui'e  to  have  this  value  expressed  in  degrees  and 
minutes ;  so  that  the  circumstances  alluded  to  by  the  Assessor 
may  cause  an  observation  to  be  faulty,  if  their  demands  are 
not  in  every  possible  manner  complied  with.  But  these  causes 
operate  so  much  the  less  in  observing  the  hourly  changes  of 
the  needle  in  one  and  the  same  place,  because  in  this  case 
the  mere  differences  of  the  declination  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration, without  troublhjg  oneself  about  the  absolute  deter- 
mination of  its  direction.  It  does  not  matter,  therefore,  whether 
the  nendle  is  placed  strictly  in  agreement  with  the  meridian 
line,  but  a  certain  degree  is  marked  down;  further,  it  does 
not  matter  if  the  whole  arc  is  not  divided  with  perfect  ac- 
curacy, provided  one  half-degree  is  pretty  accurately  marked, 
JN either  is  it  of  any  consequence  if  some  iron  ol)jects  are  im- 
bedded in  the  window-frame,  in  the  door,  in  the  wall,  or  in 
the  ea)-lh,  as  they  can  only  vitiate  the  absolute  quantity  of 
the  declination,  without,  however,  being  able  to  produce  a  dis- 
turbance in  the  differences  caused  by  the  same  force  operat- 
ing all  the  time  at  the  same  distance.  Further,  no  draught 
or  commotion  in  the  air  can  influence  the  direction  of  the 
needle,   after  the   compass  has   been  enclosed   with   a   glass, 
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and  so  forth.  On  that  account  also  Mr.  Graham  employed 
two  needles,  placed  at  some  distance  from  one  another,  and 
he  found  that  they  agreed  in  the  hourly  variations  pretty  much 
to  the  same  extent.  Neither  could  the  friction  of  the  needle 
on  its  pivot  be  productive  of  any  variation,  as  Mr.  Graham 
together  with  myself  established  the  fact,  that  when  a  needle 
had  reached  its  greatest  or  least  stage  of  variation  during  the 
day,  and  when  it  was  drawn  out  of  its  direction  by  means  of 
a  key,  and  was  kept  by  means  of  it  in  a  different  direction 
from  the  one  it  had  occupied  during  the  day,  after  the  removal 
of  the  key  it  nevertheless  returned  to  its  former  position.  It 
is  sufficiently  established  thereby  that  the  hourly  variation  in 
the  direction  of  the  needle  cannot  be  attributed  to  a  flaw  in  the 
observation,  although  this  is  demanded  by  a  certain  hypothesis 
accepted  as  true,  and  it  follows  also  that  the  cause  of  this 
phenomenon  is  still  unknown  to  us,  and  is  worthy  of  being 
traced  out  by  more  experiments.  Meanwhile  Mr.  Graham  has 
established  by  more  than  a  thousand  observations  that  this 
variation  cannot  be  ascribed  to  cold  or  heat,  to  a  "clear  or 
clouded  sky,  to  a  windy  or  calm  state  of  the  atmosphere,  nor 
to  the  higher  or  lower  state  of  the  barometer;  which  also 
agrees  with  my  observations  taken  here  at  Upsal.  Mr.  Graham 
also  considered  himself  at  liberty  to  conclude,  that  the  greatest 
variation  in  an  increasing  ratio  usually  took  place  between 
12  o'clock  at  noon  and  4  o'clock  p.m.,  and  the  least  variation 
between  6  o'clock  and  7  o'clock  p.m.,  on  which  subject  I  will 
communicate  the  results  of  my  investigations,  after  I  have  con- 
tinued them  a  little  longer. 


D. 

MAGISTEB  HIORTER'S'"  COMPUTATIONS* 

1.  Computation  of  the  magnetic  declination  for  the  year 
1740,  at  Upsal,  instituted  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by 
the  most  noble  Assessor  Swedenborg. 

*  Presented  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  January  23,  1741. 
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The   latitude  of  the  place  is  59°  52',  and  its  complement 
SO''  8'.     The  eastern  longitude  from  London  is  17°  30'. 


Operation    1.    1740—1720= 
20x56'=18°  40'. 

2.  112°+ 17°   30'=129°  :  30 
_18o  40'=110°  50'. 

3.  110°  50'— 90= 

20°  50'  S.  955102 

22°  30'  S.  958285 

(p  a)   7°  49'        S.  913386". 

4.  1740— 1720  =  20°  X  20'  = 
6°  40'. 

5.  145°  30'  +  17°30'=163°0' 
—6°  40'=156°  20'. 

6.  156°  20'— 90°= 

66°   20'  S.  996185 

22°    30'  S.  958284 

(0  h)  20°   31'  S.  "954469'. 

7.  For  (p  c)  30°  8'  +  7°  49' 
=37°  57'. 

8.  37°  57'x6"=3'  48". 

9.  22'   30" +  3'  48"=26'  18". 

10.  For   (p  o)  180°+ 7°  49' 
+  20°  31'=208°  20'. 

11.  (-ar. 
180  Q=32400  Log.  5.48945 
208^—43278  —    4.63627 
26'   18"=1578"—    3.19811 
35'     8"=2108"—    3.32383^. 

12.  (-ar. 
37°  57'=2277"  Log.  3.35736 
10°     0'=  600       „      7^22185 

2°   13i'7999       „      3790304"; 

13.  22°  30'  +  2°13A=24°43i' 
Latus. 


.  gr.  55  . 

.  74^o 

60  . 

.  90 

5 

15^ 

60 

60 

300'  :  930'  :  :  8'  :  25  for  pro- 
portion 

90' :  0— 25'=89°  35'  for  Latitude 
59°  52'  60°.  89°  :  35'.  3071. 
Log.  logist. 

2  :  13^  U314|  3,   ^g, 

1:    6     17385  J 
110°    50'  — 3°    19' =  107°    31' 
compl.  72°  29'. 

15.  For  (c  d) 

30°  8J'  S.  9.70079 
72  :  29  „  9.97938 
28  :  36.3-    „   9.68017. 

16.  For  (a  d) 

72°  29'  =c-s.     9.47854 

30°     8|-'=c-t.  10.23613 

9°  55'       T.     9.2424"L 

17.  9°    55' +  24°  43'  =  (b   d) 
34°  38'. 

28°  36i-'=c-s  9.94345 

34°  38'  =c-s  9.91530 

(b  c).  43  :  45  c-s  9.85875. 

18.  For  (b   c  a) 

43°  45'  S.  0.16020.  c-ar. 

72  :  29  9.97938 
24  :  43^  9.62140 
35  :  13^  9.76098^ 

19.  30°   8'— 20°  31'=9°  37'. 

20.  c.  arithm. 
10°  0'=  600'  7.22185 
35'     8"=2108"  3.32383 

9°  37'=  577'    2.76118 
33'  47"=  2027"  3.30lm 

21.  60°.  89°  35'— 3071  Log. 
logist. 

33'  47"-2494| 

16:39       5565J  ^^    ^^  * 
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8i    o. 


22.156°20'  +  50i=157nOi'of 
■which  the  complement  22°  49^'. 

23.  For  (n  c) 

30° 

22  :  49i 

11:14 

24.  For  (n  h) 

22°  49J-'c-s.     9.96459 
30  :    8k  c-t.  10.23613 


4.70079 
„   9^58874 
S.  9T28953. 


28  :    9i    T. 


9.72846. 

25.  28°  9' +  24°  431=3°  25 1'. 

For  (g  c)  11°  14'  c-s  9.99160 

3  :  25|         9^99922 

168° :  154'.  11 :  44^  —  9799082". 


26.  For  (g  c  h) 

11°  4U'  S.  0.69154 
22°  49^'  „  9.58874 
24  :  431-  „  9.62140 
52  :  53     S.  9.90168. 

27.  be   43°  45'  bca35°13'-' 
g  c  168:15f  g  c  h52:53 

88:  6^ 


212: 

88: 

43: 

18: 

28 

2i'. 


212:    Of 

Of=12720|-  5.89549  c-ar. 

61=  5286i  3.72315 
45  =  2625    3.41913 
lOf     10901  3.03777. 
.   350  I3.i/_18°   10|'=17« 


Hence  results  the  magnetic  declination  17°  :  2^'  western. 
As  observed  at  Upsal  8°  :  49' 

Discrepancy  in  calculation  8°  134-'. 

In  the  above  computation  the  latitude  of  the  place  was 
taken  as  59°  52',  when  yet  accurately  stated  it  is  one-third 
of  a  minute  less;  as  this  small  difference  is  however  more 
sensible  in  the  latter  part  of  the  computation,  it  has  there 
been  taken  into  consideration. 

2.  The  computation  of  the  magnetic  declination  for  the 
year  1740,  at  Tornea,  instituted  according  to  the  rules  laid 
down  by  the  most  noble  Assessor  Swedenborg. 

[As  this  computation  has  neither  been  examined  nor  animad- 
verted upon  by  Swedenborg,  and  as  the  principles  followed 
are  the  same  as  those  according  to  which  Magister  Hiorter 
computed  the  declination  of  the  needle  for  Upsal,  we  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  insert  this  computation  here.] 
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E. 

MISTAKES  IX  THE  COMPUTATION  PRESENTED  TO  THE  ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES 
BY  THE  ^YELL-BORN  ASSESSOR  SWEDENBORO,  IN  WHICH  HE  COMPUTED  THE 
DECLINATION  OF  THE  MAGNETIC  NEEDLE  FOR  THE  YEAH  1740  AT  UPSAL,  COM- 
PARING THE  SAME  WITH  THE  PRINCIPLES,  RULES,  AND  EXAMPLES  CONTAINED 
IN  VOL.  I.  OF  HIS  PHILOSOPHICAL   WORKS. 

"Without  translating  the  whole  of  Magister  Hiorter's  lengthy- 
paper  on  this  subject,  we  shall  simply  state  the  points  to  which 
he  took  objection. 

First,  he  objected  to  Swedenborg's  taking  the  latitude  of 
Upsal  to  be  59°  50',  when  it  is  59°  52';  and  to  his  assum- 
ing the  longitude  eastward  from  London  to  be  only  15",  when 
it  is  really  17^°. 

Secondly,  he  objected  to  Swedenborg's  taking,  in  the  7th 
operation,  the  whole  latitude  59°  50',  instead  of  its  complement 
with  respect  to  90  degrees,  viz.  30°  10',  and  in  employing  tliis 
number  five  different  times ;  when  yet  he  stated  clearly  in 
his  Princiina,  p,  319,  that  the  complement  is  to  be  used 
instead. 

Tldrdly,  in  the  8th  operation  the  sum  of  multiplying  66° 
45'  by  6"  is  6'  42|"  instead  of  6'  36". 

Fourthly,  in  the  11th  operation  38°  22'  is  written  and  used 
instead  of  38'  29". 

4 

Fifthly,  in  the  12th  operation  6G°  25'  is  put  down  instead 
of  66°  45'. 

Sixthly,  in  the  16th  operation  the  complement  of  the  co- 
tangent is  taken  as  9.79435,  instead  of  9.76435. 

Seventhly,  in  the  14th  operation  6°  11'  is  added  to  108^' 
20'  instead  of  being  subtracted  therefrom;  as  required  by  the 
rule  on  p.  321. 

Eighthly,  in  the  20th  operation  2°  28'  is  put  down  instead 
of  2°  32  i'. 

Ninthly,  in  the  21st  operation  60°  is  proportioned  with  90°, 
instead  of  with  89°  29'. 
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F. 


SWEDENBOBO'S  REPLY  TO  MAGISTER  HIORTER'S  CRITICISMS.* 

1.  It  is  quite  true  that  I  used  the  full  latitude  instead  of 
its  complement,  but  then  I  made  an  addition  in  the  14th,  and 
a  subtraction  in  the  22nd  operation ;  when  yet  in  those  com- 
putations where  I  use  the  complement  of  the  latitude,  a  sub- 
traction is  demanded  in  the  14th,  and  an  addition  in  the  22nd 
operation. 

It  follows  thence  that  after  having  taken  the  full  latitude 
once,  and  not  its  complement,  I  was  compelled  to  do  so  con- 
stantly; it  was  therefore  quite  unnecessary  to  amplify  one  ob- 
servation into  seven  or  nine,  and  to  fiU  therewith  a  whole 
sheet,  which  yet  has  been  done. 

At  the  outset  when  I  took  the  computations  for  my  printed 
work  in  hand,  I  found  that  they  had  to  be  instituted  in 
this  manner  upon  approaching  the  north  and  south  poles  after 
1720;  yet  I  was  under  no  obligation  to  inform  the  public 
about    this.     No   other   change   has  been  introduced. 

2.  With  regard  to  my  having  assumed  the  latitude  of  Upsal 
to  be  59°  50',  and  not  59°  52',  I  leave  it  to  others  to  decide 
which  of  these  agrees  most  with  the  fact;  yet-as  this  does 
not  cause  quite  one  minute's  difference  in  the  result,  it  ought 
not  to  have  been  dwelt  upon  so  much. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  longitude,  I  stated  in  the  paper  which 
was  first  presented,  that  I  received  my  information  from  the 
celebrated  astronomer  Flamsteed,  when  he  compared  two  ob- 
servations of  a  lunar  eclipse  taken  by  the  late  Professor 
Elfvius  with  his  own. 

4.  The  cause  of  my  having  introduced  into  the  16th  opera- 
tion a  wrong  complement  of  the  co-tangent,  viz.  9.79435,  in- 
stead of  9.76435,  is  due  to  an  error  in  Vlacken's  tables;  but 
there  does  not  arise  from  this  so  large  a  mistake  as  is  pre- 
tended,  viz.    8°  38'   instead  of  33°  40',  when  yet  it  produces 

*  Read  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  Feb.  1,  1741. 
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35°    31';   which,  in   the   end,    or   in  the  computed  declination, 
causes  a  difference  of  four  minutes. 

5.  The  remaining  observations  are  of  so  little  practical 
account,  that  they  do  not  deserve  to  be  answered. 

6.  In  the  computation  which  was  sent  in  I  find  at  a  first 
glance  several  mistakes,  e.  g.  in  the  12th  operation  instead  of 
10°  there  ought  to  be  37°  57',  &c. 
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LIST  OF  BOOKS  TO  BE  PUBLISHED  BY 

EMANUEL  S^^DENBOEa,    ASSESSOR   IN   THE 

COLLEGE  OF  MINES  OF  SWEDEN.* 

In  a  short  time  the  following  four  books  are  to  be  published: 

1.  The  Medullary  fibre  of  the  Brain,  and  the  Nervous  fibre 
of  the  Body. 

2.  The  Animal  Spirit. 

3.  Concordance   of  the  three  systems  of  the  Human  Soul 
and  its  Intercourse  with  the  Body. 

4.  Divine  Prudence,  Predestination,  Fate,  Fortune,  and 
Human  Prudence. 

*  Tliis  list  is  printed  after  the  title-page  of  an  edition  of  Swedenborg's 
Economy  of  the  Animal  BLiugdom,  published  in  1742.  Attention  has  not 
previously  been  called  to  it. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  MODE  IN  WHICH  MARBLE 

SLABS  ARE  INLAID  FOR  TABLES  AND  OTHER 

ORNAMENTS* 

The  marble  table  or  slab  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  work 
ought  to  be  of  a  dark  colour  and  Avell  polished.  By  means 
of  a  fine  sharp  chisel  the  ground  which  is  to  be  inlaid  is  cut 
or  dug  out  to  the  depth  of  half  a  finger  or  less,  and  to  the 
same  width  or  size  as  the  pattern,  which  may  consist  of  a 
playing-card,  jettons  [counters  formerly  in  use  in  playing  cards], 
false  faces,  letters,  papers  of  music,  combs,  shells,  roses,  <tec. 
Two  chisels  Anth  well  hardened  steel-ends  are  to  be  used, 
one  of  which  should  have  a  sharp  point  on  one  side.  This 
point  is  used  to  trace  correctly  and  accurately  the  outline 
of  the  object  which  is  to  be  dug  out  in  the  marble.  The 
other  chisel  is  also  sharp,  but  has  a  rounded  edge  for  the 
purpose  of  digging  out  the  marked  surface.  The  handle  of 
these  chisels  is  to  be  of  wood,  and  the  mallet  which  is  brought 
down  upon  the  handles  of  the  chisels  in  the  usual  fashion  is 
also  of  wood.  The  work  of  digging  out  the  objects,  if  there 
are  from  six  to  eight  designs  to  be  executed,  occupies  from 
two  to  three  days,  allowing  four  hours  of  work  each  day. 

Fine  and  brittle  spar  (Spat)  is  now  taken  and  exposed  to 
the  fire  on  an  iron-plate  of  optional  thickness  for  the  purpose 
of  calcination,  and  this  purpose  is  accomplished  when  it  can 
be  rubbed  apart  between  the  fingers.  This  lime  is  now  ground 
in  a  mortar  and  sifted  through  a  fine  hair-sieve.    That  portion 

*  This  Paper  is  contained  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  for  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  1763,  Vol.  XXIV, 
pp.  107—113. 
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which  has  been  sifted  through  a  coarser  sieve  is  mixed  with 
boiled  lime  water,  and  with  this  mixture  the  excavations  in 
the  marble  are  filled  up  to  the  very  top.  Over  every  design 
which  has  been  filled  up  a  piece  of  linen  is  laid,  which  is 
smoothed  over  with  the  hand,  so  that  the  portion  filled  in 
may  be  of  an  even  surface  with  the  marble-slab  itself.  The 
lime-water  which  is  used  ought  to  be  well  prepared,  because 
the  greater  the  lime  contained  in  it,  the  more  quickly  the 
mixture  will  dry,  and  the  harder  it  will  become. 

The  ground  which  has  been  thus  prepared  by  means  of 
the  coarser  powder,  serves  as  a  basis  for  the  work  which  is 
executed  upon  it  by  means  of  the  finer  powder;  for  the  whole 
of  this  ground  is  agahi  cut  out.  At  first  this  ground  is  smoothed 
perfectly  even  with  the  horizon  of  the  table.  By  means  of 
the  edge  of  a  knife  a  portion  of  it  is  scraped  off,  and  after- 
wards it  is  polished  with  pumice-stone  and  sepia  (ossa  sepia^ 
the  bone  of  a  fish  used  in  polishing).  After  the  polishing  it 
is  sponged  evenly  with  water,  and  then  the  drawing  of  the 
objects  which  are  to  be  inlaid  is  made  upon  it.  Eor  instance, 
if  a  playing-card  is  to  be  inlaid,  an  actual  card  is  taken  and 
all  its  figures  are  pricked  out  with  a  needle;  it  is  then  laid 
upon  the  prepared  surface,  and  pulverized  red  lead  strewed 
over  it;  this  poAvder  falls  through  the  holes  and  describes  an 
outline  of  the  figures  on  the  card,  which  are  afterwards  finished 
with  a  lead-pencil,  the  size  of  the  card  and  its  sides  being 
at  the  same  time  carefully  marked.  Several  cards,  if  the  pre- 
pared surface  admits,  may  be  traced  out,  if  desired. 

After  the  drawing  has  been  finished,  it  is  carved  out  oi 
the  white  surface  with  small  tools,  one  piece  after  another, 
as  required  by  the  drawing  or  the  figures,  and  the  parts 
removed  are  filled  in  afterwards  with  a  composition  consisting 
of  the  finer  white  powder  and  the  requisite  colours.  This 
composition  is  kneaded  in  the  hand  like  dough  by  means  of 
a  little  spatula  or  trowel,  being  likewise  moistened  for  this 
purpose  with  lime-water,  which  is  more  or  less  diluted  with 
water,  one  twentieth  part  more  or  less,  according  as  the  com- 
position is  desired  more  or  less  hard.  This  little  spatula  or 
trowel  is  also  especially  useful  in  depositing  the  composition 
in  its  place,  and  in  spreading  it  out  and  pressing  it  down. 
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There  are  four  fundamental  colours  which  are  mixed  in 
the  various  compositions  in  order  to  impart  the  proper  tints 
to  them,  and  this,  as  said  above,  is  done  in  the  hands  by 
means  of  the  little  trowel.  The  first  of  these  colours  is  lamp- 
black for  black;  the  second,  vermilion  or  cinnabar  for  red; 
the  third  orpiment  for  yellow ;  and  the  fourth,  indigo  for  blue. 
All  intermediate  colours  are  obtained  by  a  mixture  of  these, 
and  they  are  heightened  according  to  the  quantity  of  the 
colours  used:  for  instance,  green  is  obtained  by  mixing  blue 
and  yellow;  the  colours  in  that  case  are  laid  upon  the  hand 
and  mixed  Avith  the  fine  powder  which  has  been  passed  twice 
through  the  fine  sieve,  and  then  moistened  with  hme-water 
in  order  to  produce  the  requisite  hardness.  When  indigo  and 
lake*  are  to  be  used,  small  pieces  of  them  must  be  soaked  in 
water  for  a  day,  as  they  will  not  otherwise  become  hard  upon 
drying  on  account  of  the  salt  they  contain. 

The  black  mixture  or  composition,  when  black  is  required, 
is  first  inlaid;  afterwards  the  red,  yellow,  green,  and  blue, 
and  finally  the  white :  for  as  a  rule  white  does  not  injure  any 
colour.  If  the  colours  are  not  inlaid  in  the  order  here  stated, 
and  thus  allowed  to  dry,  the  colours  which  are  first  inlaid, 
are  affected  and  injured  by  those  that  follow  and  by  their 
compositions ;  wherefore  it  is  important  that  this  order  should 
be  observed, — if  it  is,  this  additional  advantage  is  obtained, 
that  it  does  not  matter  if  any  of  the  succeeding  colours 
should  cover  any  of  the  preceding  ones;  for  when  the  surface 
is  polished  and  made  even  with  that  of  the  table  the  excess 
of  colour  is  rubbed  off. 

As  the  first  inlaying  is  generally  a  little  porous,  on  the 
following  day  it  receives  another  coating  of  the  same  com- 
position; but  the  finer  the  powder  in  the  composition  the  less 
porous  it  will  be,  and  the  finer  the  gloss  it  will  receive.  The 
white  composition  must  consist  of  the  finest  lime  powder.  The 
whole  of  it  is  then  polished  with  pumice-stone  and  sepia, 
it  being  sponged  immediately  afterwards  with  water,  until 
finally  it  is  as  smooth  as  the  marble-slab  or  the  table  itself. 

*  Whiting  or  chalk  saturated  with  vegetable  or  animal  dyes,  such  as 
carmine,  madder,  &c. 
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Li  order  to  produce  the  appearance  of  ivoiy,  as  in  a  comb 
or  jettons  [whist-counters],  a  little  orpiment  is  strewn  over 
the  surface.  Black  edges  or  shadings  are  made  with  India 
ink  by  means  of  a  little  brush;  this  ink  enters  in  pretty  deeply, 
as  may  be  kno'wn  from  the  circumstance  that  it  is  not  rubbed 
out  by  the  polishing  operation.  For  the  production  of  red 
wafers  Spanish  lake  (Lacca  cV Esimgna)  is  used,  which  is  a 
red  colour  serving  this  purpose.  Various  dry  colours  may 
also  be  used  and  pounded  into  a  coarse  sand,  and  afterwards 
mixed  with  the  compositions  and  thus  inlaid,  when  a  speckled 
or  granulated  appearance  is  required.  Various  species  of 
marble  and  agate  may  also  be  imitated  with  all  their  edges 
and  veins  so  that  they  can  scarcely  be  distinguished  from  the 
real  stones ;  for  this  purpose  compositions  of  various  colours 
are  made  which  are  mixed  but  not  kneaded  much  together; 
with  these  compositions  the  cavities  that  have  been  made  are 
tilled  up  and  smoothed  over  with  the  spatula  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  colours  succeed  one  another  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  presented  by  the  sample  which  is  to  be  imi- 
tated. Roses  are  more  difficult,  and  also  more  costly  to  make, 
as  carmine,  which  is  a  most  penetrating  colour,  has  to  be 
used  in  their  preparation;  experience  also  must  teach  how 
much  or  how  little  of  it  must  be  employed:  for  by  a  mixture 
with  the  white  composition  the  colour  is  well  graduated  from 
a  more  intense  to  a  j)aler  shade.  The  proper  shade,  however, 
which  remains,  becomes  apparent  only  when  it  is  thorouglily 
dried,  wherefore  as  a  general  rule  less  colour  must  be  used 
[than  seems  to  be  required]. 

Afterwards  the  whole,  including  the  table  itself,  is  rubbed 
down  or  polished  with  fine  tin-ashes  upon  a  rag,  and  the  gloss 
is  restored  to  the  marble  by  rubbing  it  with  coal.  Finally, 
the  w^hole  table  together  with  its  designs  is  spread  over  with 
olive-oil  mixed  with  half  its  quantity  of  spirits  of  turpentine, 
or  spirits  of  turpentine  alone,  which  when  absorbed  by  the 
marble  heightens  all  the  colours.  It  is  then  left  to  dry  for 
two  or  three  hours. 

"While  the  work  is  being  done  the  table  which  is  to  be 
inlaid  lies  on  a  form  which  is  of  convenient  access  on  all 
sides,  and  upon  leaving  the  work  it  is  always  covered  with  a 
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cloth,  so  that  no  dust  may  fall  upon  it.  The  work  itself 
can  be  taught  better  by  practice  than  by  any  description; 
for  after  trying  a  few  times  the  excavation  can  be  accomplished 
very  easily;  though  care  must  be  taken  that  the  edges  re- 
main clean  and  exact.  The  laying  in  of  the  coloured  com- 
positions also  is  not  so  difficult,  provided  the  proper  order 
is  observed  in  which  they  are  to  succeed  one  another;  for 
it  does  not  matter  so  much  if  it  is  spread  a  little  over  the 
sides,  as  this  is  all  removed  by  the  polishing.  I  have  such  a 
table^^  in  my  possession,  and  I  was  present  all  the  time  it  was 
being  made;  it  was  finished  in  five  weeks,  of  four  hours  daily 
work,  and  hence  altogether  in  120  hours. 


DOCUMENT  203. 

THE    REPEINT    OF    SWEDENBORG'S   "METHOD 
OF  FINDING  THE  LONGITUDE,"  IN  1766. 


This  method,  which  Swedenborg  originated  as  early  as 
1712  (see  Document  44),  and  which  had  been  printed  by 
him  in  Swedish  in  1718,  and  in  Latin  at  Amsterdam  in  1721, 
he  reprinted  at  the  latter  place,  in  1766.  In  the  introduction 
to  this  reprint — which  is  exceedingly  scarce — he  says:  "I  have 
heard  that  it  was  thought  by  astronomers  that  the  longitude 
of  places  on  land  and  sea  could  be  determined  for  certain 
only  by  means  of  the  moon,  and  I  have  heard  likewise  that 
a  method  is  now  being  instituted  by  which  this  result  is  to 
be  attained.  As  in  my  youth  I  applied  my  mind  for  some 
time  to  the  science  of  astronomy,  and  for  that  purpose 
studied  Ricciolus,  where  I  saw  that  the  methods  of  several 
learned  men  for  finding  the  longitude  by  means  of  the  moon 
had  been  examined,  Ijut  condemned  on  account  of  the  diffi- 
culty presented  by  the  parallaxes,  or  by  the  reduction  of  the 
moon  as  it  was  observed,  or  seen  apparently,  to  its  true 
position;    I   therefore    exerted  myself  to    find  some    method 
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which  should  be  free  from  these  difficulties;  and  as  I  dis- 
covered the  following  method,  which  had  not  before  that  time 
occurred  to  any  one,  and  which  avoids  these  difficulties,  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  make  it  pubHc,  and  to  submit  it  to  the 
judgment  and  the  examination  of  experienced  astronomers. 
It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  I  here  communicate 
it  altogether  as  I  found  I  had  written  it  in  my  youth: 
for  since  that  time  it  has  been  enjoined  upon  me  to  give  up 
that  study,  and  to  apply  my  mind  to  more  interior  things." 
This  method,  it  seems,  was  communicated  by  Swedenborg  to 
the  various  learned  societies,  and  to  the  universities  of  his 
native  country.  The  letters  accompanying  his  gift  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm  and  to  the  University  of 
Lund  follow  herewith ;  also  the  letter  of  the  astronomical  pro- 
fessor at  Lund  in  which  he  animadverts  upon  the  method, 
with  Swedenborg's  reply. 


A. 

SWEDJUNBORG  TO  THE  ROYAL  ACADE3IY  OF  SCIENCES.* 

I  consider  it  my  duty  to  present  to  the  Royal  Academy 
the  accompanying  "Method  of  finding  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Longitude,  by  sea  and  land,  by  means  of  the  Moon,"  which 
I  have  published  at  Amsterdam;  and  as  it  is  the  only  practi- 
cable method  of  doing  this  by  means  of  the  moon,  I  desire 
to  make  the  following  statement  in  connection  with  it. 

As  soon  as  this  little  work  appeared  in  print  I  sent  a 
copy  of  it  to  the  Hague  and  to  the  Academies  in  Holland 
and  Germany,  as  well  as  to  Copenhagen;  and  subsequently 
also  to  the  Royal  Society  of  Sciences  at  Paris;  and  after  my 
arrival  in  London  I  communicated  it  to  Lord  Morton,  the 
President  of  the  Royal  Society  in  that  place,  on  May  19,  of 
the  present  year.     This    gentleman   informed   me    then   that 

*  The  original  of  tins  letter  is  preserved  among  the  Swedenborg  MSS. 
in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stuckliolm;  it  was  printed 
for  the  first  time  by  Mi-.  G.  E.  Kleniming,  the  Koyul  Liljrarian  in  Stock- 
holm, in  his  edition  of  the  so-called  "Swedenborg's  Uroniiuiir,"  Stockholm 
1859,  p.  77. 
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on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  the  Board  of  Longitude, 
which  is  a  committee  of  chosen  scientific  men,  would  meet 
at  the  Admiralty,  to  arrive  at  a  determination  with  respect 
to  the  clock  introduced  by  Mr.  Harrison  for  the  purpose 
of  finding  the  longitude  of  places  at  sea.  On  the  appointed 
day  I  too  presented  myself  with  ten  copies  of  my  "Method," 
which  were  received  by  the  Secretary,  shown  to  the  members 
of  the  committee,  and  laid  upon  the  table;  but  since  they 
were  under  the  impression  that  no  method  could  be  obtained 
for  finding  the  longitude  by  the  moon,  they  resolved  the  same 
day,  May  24th,  that  Mr.  Harrison  should  receive  the  promised 
premium. 

Since  this  was  done,  I  have  heard  that  several  learned  astro- 
nomers have  tested  this  method,  and  are  now  engaged  in 
constructing  ephemerides  in  order  to  bring  it  into  use,  which 
may  be  done  once,  twice,  or  three  times  each  night,  when  the 
moon  together  with  the  stars  is  visible;  and  as  soon  as  these 
ephemerides  are  constructed,  the  correctness  of  the  method 
will  appear. 

With  respect  to  the  certainty  or  possibility  of  finding  the 
longitude  of  places  at  sea  by  means  of  the  above-mentioned 
clock,  which  was  approved  by  the  Committee  in  London,  time 
will  perhaps  determine  and  settle  this,  for  Holland,  France, 
and  Spain  will,  with  their  own  masters,  make  an  independent 
trial  of  this  clock,  on  voyages  undertaken  to  the  East  Indies. 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockhohn,  September  10,  1766. 


B. 

SWEDENBORG  TO  DR.  CARL  JESPER  BENZELIUS* ^^ 

Most  honoured  and  dear  Brother, 

Eight  days  ago  I  safely  returned  from  London, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  you  enjoy  good  health. 
I    enclose   you   a   "J^ew  Method  of  finding   the  Eastern  and 

*  This  letter  is  preserved  in  the  Cathedral-Library  at  Linkoping,  among 
the  letters  of  Bishop  Carl  JesjDer  Benzelius. 
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Western  Longitude,"  with  the  copy  of  a  letter*  addressed 
to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  here  in  Stockholm.  You 
will  please  hand  the  printed  document  together  with  the 
copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Professor  of  Astronomy  in  your  uni- 
versity.-|-  I  would  have  addressed  the  documents  directly 
to  him,  hut  I  do  not  know  his  name,  wherefore  I  send  them 
to  you  that  you  may  hand  them  to  him. 

I  remain,  in  faithful  friendship,  most   honoured  and   dear 
brother, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Eman.  Swedenboeg. 
Stockholm,  September  16,  1766. 


C. 

LETTER  OF  PROFESSOS  NILS  SCHENMARK^"  TO  EMANUEL  SWEI)ENBORG.% 

Well-born  Assessor, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  Professor 
Doctor  Benzelius  your  Metliodus  nova  inveniendi  longitudines 
locorum,  terra  marique  per  Limain,  and  he  desired  that  I 
should  express  my  thoughts  to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  some- 
what with  your  learned  works,  and  they  have  awakened  in 
me  a  respect  for  their  author.  I  therefore  consider  it  my 
duty  on  so  important  a  subject  as  the  determination  of  the 
longitude  to  communicate  to  you,  at  your  request,  the  ex- 
ceptions I  take  to  it.  I  hope  you  will  not  take  it  amiss,  if 
I  express  to  you  the  difficulties  which,  upon  reading  your 
method,  have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind. 

The  method  of  finding  the  longitude  of  places  by  means 
of  the  moon  consists  principally  in  finding  for  a  given  time 
aid  place  the  apparent,  and  afterwards  the  true,  position  of 
the  moon.    As  soon  as  I  know  the  true  position  of  the  moon 

*  A  copy  of  the  preceding  letter,  our  Document  203,  A. 

•}-  Professor  Nils  Schenmark,ii9   who  acknowledged  the  receijit  of  tlio 
documents  in  the  following  letter. 

\  This  letter  is  preserved  among  the  Swedenborg  MSS.  in  the  Library 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockli(jlni. 
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and  likewise  the  time  of  tlie  place  where  I  am,  the  astronom- 
ical tables  must  tell  me  what  time  it  is  at  the  same  moment 
in  the  various  meridians  for  which  the  tables  have  been  com- 
puted. We  thus  become  acquainted  with  the  difference  of 
time  and  consequently  of  the  meridians.  We  all  agree  in  this 
main  principle;  but  the  question  now  is,  in  the  first  place, 
how  shall  I  find  the  apparent  position  of  the  moon  at  a  given 
time  upon  the  sea,  and  how  shall  I  afterwards  discover  its 
true  position. 

These  questions  you  are  accordingly  pleased  to  answer 
thus,  "The  time  when  the  moon  comes  into  line  with  the 
above-mentioned  stars  is  observed;  and  from  this  observation 
the  apparent,  and  afterwards  the  true,  position  of  the  moon 
will  appear."  In  considering  the  method  of  finding  the  ap- 
parent place  of  the  moon  by  such  an  observation,  i.  e.  w^hen 
two  fixed  stars  are  in  tlie  same  degree  of  longitude,  in  the 
first  place,  one  insurmountable  difiiculty  occurs  to  me.  For 
suppose  E  L  to  be  the  ecliptic,  Q  its  pole,  Z  the  zenith,  s 
and  t  two  "fixed  stars  in  the  same  longitude,  and  consequent- 
ly in   the  same  largest  circle  Q   s  i,"    I   am  indeed  able  to 

know  that  the  apparent  longi- 
tude of  the  moon  is  at  a,  wliich 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  stars ; 
but  if  the  latitude  of  the  moor, 
or  D  a  is  unknown,  most  un- 
doubtedly no  "apparent  place  of 
the  moon"  will  result  "without 
any  observation  of  the  altitude," 
EH       I        K  a^s  jg  said  on  p.  4,  for  tlte  ap- 

parent place  of  the  moon  is  determined  conjointly  hi/  the  ap- 
parent longitude  and  latitude. 

With  regard  to  the  first  argument  on  p.  4,  I  have  the 
honour  to  observe,  that  the  moon's  distance  D  1)  taken  in  the 
vertical  circle  Z  2)  I,  from  the  point  h,  where  the  moon's 
vertical  meets  the  ecliptic,  can  never  be  called  the  parallax  of 
altitude,  except  in  the  sense  that  the  moon  has  no  true  latitude ; 
wherefore  h  a  also  cannot  be  called  the  parallax  of  longitude. 
I  have  myself  tried  to  resolve  these  difiiculties  (where  I 
was  aided  by  the  printed  figures,  in  which,  however,   I  found 
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the  moon  always  a  little  below  the  ecliptic)  by  supposing  the 
moon's  distance  below  the  point  wliere  the  moon's  vertical 
circle  meets  the  ecliptic,  to  be  the  same  in  magnitude  as  the 
moon's  parallax;  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  that  when  the 
moon  is  observed,  it  has  apparently  the  same  longitude  as 
the  fixed  stars  s  and  t,  although  it  has  no  true  latitude.  If 
this  is  so,  although  it  is  not  expressly  stated  by  you,  it  may 
yet  be  concluded  from  it  that  ^  h  in  the  printed  figures  is 
always  taken  for  the  parallax  of  altitude;  in  which  case  I  am 
quite  willing  to  admit  that  the  method  is  so  far  correct,  un- 
less the  refraction  causes  some  difference,  which,  whenever 
the  stars  and  the  moon  are  at  unequal  heights  above  the 
horizon,  disturbs  their  relative  positions;  but  of  this  no  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  method. 

New  difiiculties,  however,  arise  here  of  a  different  kind 
which  are  no  less  important:  first,  how  can  I  be  assured 
that  the  moon  at  the  time  when  it  is  observed  at  sea  is 
really  in  the  ecliptic,  or  that  the  true  place  of  the  moon  has 
no  latitude;  secondly,  as  this  happens  but  very  rarely,  it 
follows  that  seamen  can  make  use  of  this  method  only  very 
seldom,  in  case  information  can  be  obtained  respecting  what 
I  mention  in  my  first.  But,  suppose,  I  have  information  on 
this  subject,  in  that  case  I  akeady  know  what  I  desire  to 
know,  and  it  cannot  be  taken  for  premises  without  begging 
the  question  (prcBmissa  sine  petitione  princi^yii).  Besides, 
the  astronomical  tables  are  unable  to  furnish  me  with  this 
information;  for  they  tell  me  indeed  the  time  under  their 
meridians  when  the  moon  has  no  latitude,  but  they  do  not 
tell  it  to  me  under  my  meridian,  which  is  unknown  and  in 
question. 

As  my  objections  are  the  same  in  the  second  case  when 
the  stars  have  both  an  unlike  latitude  and  longitude  as  in 
the  first  case,  I  must  conclude  here;  while  I  ask  for  the 
honour  of  remaining  in  the  future  with  all  due  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Schenmark.i" 

Lund,  March  22,  1767. 
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D. 

SWEDENBOSG'S  REPLY  TO  PROFESSOR  N.  SCHEmTARK* 

I  received  your  kind  letter  containing  some  remarks  on 
the  "Method  of  finding  the  lunar  longitude,"  and  I  am  glad 
that  you  who  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  science  of  astro- 
nomy have  been  pleased  to  examine  it.  Among  the  objections 
you  make,  the  parallaxes  of  latitude  seem  to  be  the  foremost; 
as  my  thoughts,  however,  for  a  long  time  have  been  estranged 
from  this  study,  I  am  unable  to  enter  into  all  the  particulars 
as  I  ought  to.  I,  nevertheless,  recollect  from  the  time  when 
I  was  at  work  upon  it,  which  is  now  nearly  fifty  years  ago, 
that  this  method  is  circumstanced  alike  with  the  edijoses  lunce, 
v/here  in  the  computations,  as  well  as  in  the  dates  trans- 
ferred from  the  ephemerides  for  the  meridian  of  each,  only 
such  parallaxes  of  longitude[  ?]  are  observed  in  which  there 
are  also  parallaxes  of  latitude.  As  is  the  case  with  the 
eclipses  lunce,  it  is  also  the  case  with  this  method;  if  it  was 
not  so,  it  would  be  vain  to  seek  for  any  method  of  finding 
the  longitude  by  means  of  the  stars  and  the  moon;  even 
as  the  research  of  astronomers  for  the  last  two  hundred 
years,  and  also  at  the  present  time,  has  been  vain.  You  can 
easily  see,  that  if  it  is  possible  to  obtain  the  longitude  by 
means  of  the  moon  and  the  stars,  this  is  the  only  [mode  by 
which  it  can  be  obtained].  Moreover,  this  method  has  the 
advantage  that  it  can  be  used  every  night  that  the  moon 
and  the  stars  are  visible ;  and  as  I  find  that  you  have  in 
such  matters  greater  experience  than  others,  I  suppose  that 
if  you  would  make  some  experiments  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  which  I  have  given,  you  would  find  the  computations 
for  the  several  stars  become  gradually  easier  and  easier. 
Among  those  who  have  from  times  immemorial  been  engaged 
upon  this  problem,  there  are  some  who  have  not  found  the 
proper  method  of  computation;  and  if  they  do  find  it,  which 
of  the  learned   astronomers  institute  practical   ephemerides? 

*  The  first  draugbt  of  tliis  letter  with  parts  I'epeatedJy  crossed  out  and 
re-written  is  among  the  Swedenborg  MSS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  in  Stockholm. 
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But  if  they  institute  them  for  from  twenty  to  thirty  pairs  of 
stars,  and  for  each  month  in  the  year,  and  for  three  or  four 
years,  and  if  then  application  be  made  to  the  problem  before 
us,  this  method  will  certainly  meet  with  their  approval. 

In  the  "Upsal  Acts"  for  the  years  1723  and  1724  is  con- 
tained a  practical  observation  of  the  then  Professor  of  Astro- 
nomy at  Lund,  which  was  made  in  accordance  with  the 
method  as  it  was  then  stated.  His  expression  in  the  "Acts" 
is,  that  the  method  is  practicable,  though  very  difficult.  The 
difficulty,  however,  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  practical 
rules  were  not  given  as  in  the  last  publication. 

You  say  something  about  the  time  at  sea.  Experienced 
seamen  have  an  instrument  with  which  they  make  very  exact 
observations  of  the  sun,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon;  and  by  these 
observations  they  set  their  clocks,  which  may  be  done  every 
day  when  the  sun  shows  itself. 

The  method  itself  was  published  by  me  in  1721 ;  but  then 
it  was  not  communicated  to  any  Society,  nor  were  any 
practical  rules  given,  which  depend  upon  ephemerides;  it 
could  not  be  used,  therefore,  by  sea-faring  men;  for  its  case 
was  exactly  like  the  observation  of  a  lunar  eclipse,  which 
was  not  computed  for  a  certain  definite  meridian. 


NOTES  TO  VOLUME  I. 

NOTE  1. 
EEV.  THOMAS  HARTLEY.  A.  M. 

The  Eev.  Thomas  Hartley,  a  friend  of  Swedenborg's,  and  one  of 
the  first  receivers  of  his  doctrines,  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  Rector  of  AYinwick,  Northamptonshire.  He  was  the 
author  of  a  volume  of  sermons,  and  of  several  other  works.  In  the 
year  1770  he  translated,  and  published,  in  quarto,  the  treatise  on 
the  Intercourse  between  the  Soul  and  the  Body,  under  the  title  of 
A  Theosophic  Lucubration  on  the  Nature  of  Influx,  as  it  respects 
the  Communication  and  Operation  of  Soul  and  Body;  to  which  he 
prefixed  an  excellent  preface.  In  1778  there  appeared,  under  his 
Eixperinteudence,  the  first  Enghsh  translation  of  Heaven  and  Hell, 
respecting  which  we  find  it  stated  in  the  Memoir  of  W.  Cookvorthy, 
of  Plymouth,  by  his  grandson,  that  "he  [Cookworthy]  translated  the 
treatise  on  Heaven  and  Hell,  under  the  revision  of  Thomas  Hai-tley, 
Rector  of  Winwick,  in  Northamptonshii-e," — whence  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Hartley  revised  the  translation,  and  wrote  the  Preface  which 
has  been  so  much  and  deservedly  admired.  He  departed  this  life 
on  December  10th,  1784,  aged  77,  having  been  most  highly  esteemed 
and  respected  by  a  large  circle.  Among  others  he  was  on  terms  of 
friendship  with  Samuel  Scott,  of  Hertford,  a  distinguished  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  in  his  Diary  of  some  reliyious  exer- 
cises and  experience,  pubhshed  in  180^,  speaks  of  Mr.  Hartley  in 
the  following  terms: 

'''■Eleventh  month,  22,  1780. — I  was  visited  by  my  friend  Tliomas 
Hartley,  who  was  just  setting  out  for  East  Malhng;  perad venture, 
^,e  may  never  more  meet  in  mutability;  a  final  adieu,  in  respect  to 
time,  may  have  tliis  day  been   taken." 

^^Fifth  month,  22,  1782. — At  dinner  we  were  unexpectedly  visited 
by  our  ancient  friend  Thomas  Hartley;  probably  the  last  time:  he 
appearing  to  be  much   emaciated,   and  his  countenance  languid  and 
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meagre;  but  attended  with  a  fresli  and  lively  sense  of  vital  and  ex- 
perimental religion.  Retiring  with  him  from  some  company  who 
were  present,  he  expressed  himself,  in  much  tenderness  of  S2:)irit,  to 
the  following  effect:  '0  my  dear  fiiend!  I  have  lately  passed  through 
many  fiery  trials  and  deep  baptisms,  such  as  I  had  never  before 
fully  experienced:  all  the  secret  and  concealed  sins  of  my  former  life, 
even  many  which  had  passed  unnoticed,  have  been  brought  to  light 
and  set  in  order  before  me.  I  have  been  laid  more  low  than  ever, 
before  the  throne;  and  so  humbled  in  a  sense  of  my  own  notlaiug- 
ness,  that  I  could  stooj?  even  to  the  meanest  of  my  fellow-creatiu-es. 
But  I  hope  these  severe  dispensations  have  been  for  my  further 
p  u'ification,  and  meetness  for  that  rest  and  glory,  which  "will  be  the 
fruition  of  sanctified  spirits  to  all  eternity.'  In  the  year  1776,  I  was 
introduced  to  a  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  by  a  worthy  minister 
in  our  o^\^l  Society,  and  esteem  the  same  one  of  the  blessings  of 
my  advanced  years,  for  which  I  am  accountable  to  the  author  of 
every  good  gift.  He  lived  some  years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hert- 
ford, and  left  a  sweet  savour  behind  him,  both  among  rich  and  poor. 
It  was  my  lot  to  differ  much  ft'om  him  in  my  natiu-al  disposition, 
and  also  in  some  points  to  wliich  he  was  much  attached:  but  he 
sought  not  so  much  to  promote  the  sentimental  jDart  of  rehgion,  as 
the  Hfe  of  righteousness,  and  the  experimental  knowledge  of  the  cross 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  which  crucifies  the  corrupt  propensities 
of  fallen  natiu-e,  and  produces  the  fruits  of  the  spirit,  wliich  are  love, 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Grhost!" 

''Eighth  Month,  25,  1783. — I  received  a  letter  from  our  dear  and 
worthy  friend,  Thomas  Hartley;  who,  although  aged  and  infirm, 
appears  to  retain  a  fresh  and  lively  sense  of  that  true  and  experi- 
mental rehgion,  which  consists  not  in  the  letter,  but  the  spirit,  and 
that  circumcision  which  is  inward." 

^Twelfth  Month,  20,  1784. — This  day  I  was  iaformed  of  the  decease 
of  mv  dear  and  worthy  fi-iend  Thomas  Hartley,  who  departed  this 
life  the  10th  instant.  I  had  been  personally  acquainted  with  him 
for  more  than  nine  years:  we  were  very  dissimilar  in  our  natural 
dispositions,  and  in  our  sentiments  respecting  various  points;  in 
others  we  were  fii-mly  united;  our  luiion  being  more  in  the  spirit, 
than  the  letter;  the  inward  than  the  outward.  He  was  a  man  of 
unaffected  piety,  great  sincerity,  and  exquisite  sensibihty ;  deeply 
suffering  under  a  sense  of  his  own  defects  in  particular,  and  of  the 
depravity  of  fallen  nature  in  general;  following  a  crucified  Savioiu-  in 
the  regeneration,  according  to  his  measure:  there  is  abundant  cause 
for  a  comfortable  hope,  that  he  now  rests  from  his  labours,  'where 
the  wicked  cease  from  troubhng,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest.'" 
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The  following  epitaph,  dcsigued  for  Mr.  Hartley,  and  descriptive  of 
his  character,  was  drawn  up  by  a  friend  about  the  time  of  his  decease: 
(See  "Aurora,"  Vol.  II,  1800,  p.  351)  "Near  this  stone  lies  interred 
the  body  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hartley,  who  departed  this  life  on 
the  11th  of  December,  1784,  aged  77  years.  His  universal  charity 
and  benevolence  of  principle  to  all  mankind  led  him  to  esteem  every 
virtuous  man  as  his  brother  and  friend,  and  to  bear  the  greatest 
respect  and  tenderness  towards  them,  although  of  different  establish- 
ments and  sentiments  from  his  own;  ever  regarding  an  advanced 
degree  of  vital  religion  and  integrity,  formed  in  the  soul,  and  mani- 
fested in  corresponding  actions,  as  the  sum  of  all  jDrofession,  and 
sign  of  true  faith.  His  sincere  love  for  real  truth  led  liim  from  his 
early  years  to  seek  it  in  its  most  genuine  and  pure  forms;  in  wliich 
researches,  and  the  study  and  pubHcation  of  writings  that  brought 
the  strongest  convictions  to  the  mind  of  the  excellency  of  Christiani- 
ty, and  cei-tainty  of  a  future  state,  he  spent  many  years,  and  the 
latter  j^art  of  his  life  manifesting  in  his  own  conduct,  that  of  the 
sincere  and  truly  pious  divine,  as  well  as  of  the  leaiued  and  enlight- 
ened philosopher. 

"  Vade  et  fac  similiter." 


NOTE  2. 
DR.  MESSITER. 

Dr.  Messiter,  an  "eminent  physician  at  his  time,"  who  lived  at 
Broom  House,  Fulham,  ]\[iddlesex;  he  was  a  friend  of  Emanuel 
Swedenborg  and  of  the  Rev.  T.  Hartley.  According  to  Dr.  Spence  in 
his  "Essays  in  Divinity  and  Physic,"  &c.  (London,  1792),  he  attended 
Swedenborg  professionally  during  his  last  illness.  Mr.  A.  F.  Norden- 
skold,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Imnianuel  Tafel  (May  2,  1822),  says  that 
Dr.  Messiter  lived  in  the  country,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London; 
that  he  [A.  F.  Nordenskold]  had  made  liis  acquaintance,  but  that 
the  Doctor  died  soon  afterwards.  Mr.  Hartley  describes  him  in 
the  preface  to  his  translation  of  Swedenborg's  "Intercourse,"  &c., 
as  "a  gentleman  of  a  learned  profession  and  of  extensive  intellectual 
abilities."  Swedenborg  himself  seems  to  have  esteemed  him  very 
highly,  as  he  asked  him  to  write  in  his  name  to  the  professors  of 
divinity  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen,  and  to  present  them 
with  several  of  his  theological  works. 
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NOTE  3. 
CHARLES  Xn. 

The  famous  Charles  XII  of  Sweden,  was  bom  in  1682,  and 
ascended  the  throne  in  1(397.  He  defeated  Peter  the  Great  at  Narwa 
in  1700;  conquered  Poland  in  1703;  and  finally  concluded  peace 
with  Augustus,  King  of  Poland  and  Saxony,  in  1706.  He  was, 
however,  himself  defeated  by  Peter  the  Great,  near  Pultawa,  in  1709; 
and  had  to  take  refuge  in  Turkey.  In  1713  he  was  made  prisoner 
by  the  Porte,  but  the  next  year  he  escaped,  and  arrived  before 
Stralsund  in  the  month  of  November.  This  fortress  he  defended 
against  the  Danes,  Saxons,  Prussians,  and  Hussians,  but  was  forced 
to  surrender  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1715.  He  then  crossed  over 
to  Lund  in  Scania,  and  invaded  Norway.  While  besieging  Frederics- 
hall,  he  was  killed  on  Nov.  30,  1718.  Charles  was  characterised  by 
undaunted  courage  and  an  iron  will;  but  his  firmness  degenerated 
into  obstinacy  which  sometimes  bordered  on  insanity.  At  liis  death, 
Sweden  lay  prostrate  and  bleeding ;  and  after  a  century  the  wounds 
she  had  received  during  his  reign  were  not  entirely  healed.  On  the 
other  hand  he  entertained  great  plans  for  developing  the  industry 
and  resources  of  his  country,  and  under  his  administration  the  Gota 
canal  was  commenced.  He  was  besides  a  patron  of  the  aits  and 
sciences,  and  was  especially  fond  of  mathematics  and  mechanics.  Li 
1716;  Swedenborg  was  introduced  to  him  by  Polhem,  when  he  at 
once  became  an  object  of  his  favour,  and  was  appointed  an  assessor 
extraordinary  in  the  College  of  Mines.  After  the  death  of  Charles, 
the  royal  j)ower  in  Sweden  was  greatly  diminished  and  that  of  the 
nobles  was  proportionatelj-  increased. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  interesting  to  our  readers  to  hear  Sweden- 
borg's  account  of  Charles  in  the  other  life,  where  Ifis  true  internal 
nature  became  manifest.  He  sjDeaks  of  him  in  as  many  as  thirty 
different  places  in  his  "S^jiritual  Diary,"  fi'om  which  we  collect  the 
following  information : 

"There  was  a  certain  spirit,  who  had  been  one  of  the  most  obstin- 
ate of  raoi-tals  on  this  earth  [Charles  XII].  So  obstinate  was  he, 
that  he  would  never  desist  from  his  purjiose;  but  would  remain  in 
it,  even  though  he  should  suffer  the  most  cruel  death,  or  indure  the 
most  teri'ible  hell-torments.  "When  he  had  made  up  liis  mind  to  do 
an  evil,  he  was  able  to  confirm  liis  headstrong  opinion  by  such 
arguments  as  might  make  it  appear  as  if  he  acted  fi'om  a  motive 
not  in  itself  WTOng.     For  instance,  when  during  his  life  in  the  world 
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he,  by  obeying  Gortz,  ruined  his  country  and  all  in  it,  he  said  he 
desired  the  good  of  his  country,  was  unwilling  to  see,  that  such  was 
not  the  case,  and  with  the  greatest  obstinacy  persisted  in  the 
determination  he  had  once  taken;  indeed,  he  never  desisted  until  he 
was  reduced  to  such  straits  that  there  was  no  other  help — yet  even 
then  he  believed  that  it  was  all  for  the  glory  of  his  country."  (No.  4741.) 

"Charles  XII  was  a  striking  example  of  those  who  are  inwardly 
in  the  love  of  self,  and  outwardly  civil  and  modest.  Inwardly  he 
was  one  of  the  haughtiest  of  men,  and  he  aspired  to  the  greatest 
name  not  only  in  his  own  country,  but  in  the  whole  world,  over 
which  he  desired  to  rule;  he  even  in  a  certain  measure  believed 
himself  to  be  interiorly  a  god.  He  could  think  more  interiorly  than 
any  other  man ;  under  all  circumstances  and  in  every  danger  his 
interior  thoughts  wei-e  remarkably  clear.  He  saw  all  particular 
things  around  liimself  at  a  single  glance,  and  he  collected  these 
tilings  interiorly  and  drew  his  conclusions  correctly.  He  was  unwill- 
ing, however,  that  any  one  should  know  this;  he  outwardly  feigned 
what  he  inwardly  did  not  t^oink,  and  was  indignant  if  any  one  said  that 
he  [the  KiiigJ  had  a  clear  inward  j)erception.  This  he  considered  to  be 
regal  and  accustomed  himself  to  do  so  constantly.  This  was  his  interior 
life;  and  in  it  he  thought  of  his  own  dominion  over  all,  both  in 
things  general  and  particular,  and  also  that  this  was  a  divine  way 
of  acting:  interiorly  in  that  hfe  he  did  not  beheve  in  the  existence 
of  Grod,  except  in  men,  and  in  himself  in  particular.  He  thus  set 
no  value  on  religion ;  praised  Mahometanism  above  Christianity, 
which  he  said  was  only  for  the  simple;  he  was  also  desirous  of  intro- 
ducing a  natural  religion,  adapted  to  the  comprehension  of  all  men  who 
beheve  only  in  nature.  He  made  royalty  to  consist  in  obstinacy  even  to 
death.  He  was  interiorly  pitiless  and  cruel,  carmg  nothing  for  human  life. 
He  was  able  to  invent  excuses  which  could  not  be  contradicted,  and 
because  tliese  were  from  his  internal  thought,  he  was  in  the  per- 
suasion that  the  matter  was  as  he  had  stated  and  thus  I'ight.  No 
one  knew  of  all  this  in  the  world,  except  some  by  conjecture.*  He 
lied  and  feigned  justice  and  truth  more  perfectly  than  any  other 
man."     (No.  4748). 

"It  was  observed  that  in  the  faculty  of  perception  Charles  XII 
was  pre-eminent;  for  when  he  was  in  interior  thought,  he  was  able 
at  a  single  glance  to  read  the  thoughts  of  a  hundred  persons,  and 
see  how  far  they  could  be  made  to  serve  the  end  he  had  in  view, 
wliich  was  dominion;  he  could  also  see  in  what  way  he  could  make 

*  See  Document  199,  ".Swedeiiborg's  Letter  to  Dr.  Xordberg  respecting  Charles  XII,"  from 
■which  it  appears  that  Swedenljorg  himself  was  one  of  those  who  in  the  world  had  formed 
the  opinion,  that  Charles  XII  possessed  clear  internal  thought. 
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use  of  them:  tliis  quality  lie  emj^loyed  for  his  own  purposes." 
(No.  4751.) 

"Charles  XII  was  present  with  me  for  some  time;  at  first  as  he 
had  been  in  his  external  form,  which  continued  for  a  whole  year. 
During  this  time  he  acted  with  becoming  moderation,  although  the 
abominations  which  lay  concealed  occasionally  burst  forth.  After- 
wards he  was  let  into  his  interior  state  in  which  he  had  been  in 
the  world;  he  then  thought  interiorly  in  liimself,  which  could  not  be 
observed  in  the  world  by  any  one,  and  which  he  was  unwilUng  that 
any  one  should  observe.  It  was  also  discovered  that  [during  his  life 
upon  earth]  he  had  for  years  been  conversing  with  spirits;  the  nature 
of  this  conversation,  what  was  spoken,  and  how  he  had  replied,  was 
shown  for  some  time ;  that  then  he  was  not  only  instructed  concern- 
ing the  Lord,  and  the  things  of  the  Church,  but  was  also  frequently 
'admonished,  nay  chastised;  that  he  was  exhorted  to  return  home, 
and  make  peace :  but  this  he  was  unwiUing  to  do.  His  one  con- 
stant wish  was,  to  become  the  greatest  of  all,  and  when  this  was 
denied  him,  he  resolved  to  destroy  the  name  of  the  Lord  by  atheistic 
doctrines.  At  that  time  also  he  began  to  love  from  his  heart  such 
persons  as  atheists,  and  he  took  measures  to  have  such  men  at  hand, 
n^hen  he  would  annihilate  religion.  At  that  time  also  he  rushed  into 
w^icked  acts,  that  must  not  be  named ....  and  yet  he  concealed  them 
aU    under    his    exterior    form    and  aj^pearance."   (No.  4763.) 

"Several  transactions  between  myself  [Swedenborg]  and  Charles  XII 
were  examined,  from  which  it  appeared  manifestly  that  the  Lord's 
Providence  extends  to  the  minutest  particulars,  and  that  aU  that 
happens  during  life  and  after  death  is  foreseen  and  provided  for. 
It  clearly  appeared  from  this  examination  that  unless  the  state  of 
Charles  had  been  changed  from  a  favourable  into  an  angry  one, 
some  one  [Swedenborg]  would  most  undoubtedly  have  perished." 
(No.  4704.) 

Further  particulars  respecting  the  state  of  Charles  in  the  other 
life  may  be  found  in  the  following  numbers:  3005,  4351,  4742,  4743, 
4745,  4750,  4752,  4768,  4823,  4857,  4873,  4884,  4892,  4900,  4901, 
4910,  4934,  5011,  6010,  6013,  6015,  6018,  6019,  6020,  6028,  6034, 
6047,  6087,  and  Appendix  1  to  "Spiritual  Diary,"  p.  76. 
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NOTE  4. 
QUEEN  ULRICA  ELEONORA  AND  KING  FREDERIC. 

Ulrica  Eleonora,  a  younger  sister  of  Charles  XII,  and  second 
dauffhter  of  Charles  XI,  was  born  in  1G88,  and  in  1715  was  mai-ried 
to  Frederic,  the  Crown-prince  of  Hesse-Cassel,  who  was  born  in 
1G76.  Her  elder  sister,  Hedvig  Sopliia,  who  died  in  1708,  was  married 
to  Duke  Frederic  IV  of  Schleswig-Holstein-Gottorp,  and  left  a  son, 
Charles  Frederic.  Afjer  the  death  of  Charles  XII,  on  Nov.  30,  1718, 
Prince  Frederic,  who  was  then  in  the  camp,  immediately  proclaimed  his 
wife  Queen  of  Sweden,  without  regarding  the  claims  of  her  sister's  son, 
Charles  Frederic.  In  order  to  have  her  appointment  as  Queen  of  Sweden 
ratified  by  the  Cabinet  and  the  Diet,  Ulrica  Eleonora  was  obliged  to 
renounce  some  of  the  most  essential  rights  of  the  crown,  among  wliich 
was  that  of  levying  war  without  the  concurrence  of  the  people,  or 
rather  of  the  House  of  Nobles  and  the  Council  of  State,  into  whose 
hands  most  of  this  power  jjassed.  By  the  wish  of  the  Queen  her 
husband  Frederic  was  in  1720  acknowledged  by  the  Diet  as  the 
reigning  King  of  Sweden.  Among  the  most  vigorous  opjionents  in 
the  Diet  to  the  cuitailment  of  the  royal  power  was  Bishop  Swedberg; 
he  argued  that  "we  ought  to  be  very  careful  not  to  tie  the  hands  of 
royalty  so  much,  that  one  day  it  will  break  these  bonds,  and  re- 
establish a  despotism;"  an  opinion,  the  soundness  of  which  was 
proved  by  the  revolution  in  1772,  when  Gustavus  111  regained  most 
of  the  2)ower  that  had  been  wrested  from  the  king  by  the  nobles. 
It  Mas  not  on  account  of  the  Bishop's  devotion  to  the  cause  of  royalty 
that  his  children  were  ennobled  by  Ulrica  Eleonora  in  1719,  but 
because  the  Queen,  when  a  jirincess,  had  entertained  great  reverence 
and  esteem  for  the  intrepid  Bishop.  Owing  to  the  great  diminution 
of  the  royal  power,  neither  Ulrica  Eleonora,  who  died  in  1741,  nor 
her  husband  Frederic,  who  died  in  1751,  had  much  opportunity  of 
distinguishing  themselves  as  sovereigns  of  Sweden.  Indeed  they  were 
upbraided  for  taking  too  little  intefrest  in  the  affairs  of  the  state, 
among  others  by  Bishop  Swedberg,  M'ho  told  the  King  that  his  people 
did  not  like  his  so  seldom  attending  the  Council  of  State ;  to  which 
the  King  rephed  that  this  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since  he  "had 
there  si.rfeen  jyrereptors."  In  her  younger  days,  while  Charles  XII 
was  imprisoned  in  Turkey  in  1713,  Ulrica  Eleonora  had  seized  the 
reins  of  government,  and  assembled  the  Diet  in  order  to  follow  a 
more  peaceful  policy;  but  for  this  aiTogation  of  power  she  was 
severely  reprimanded  by  her  brother  on  his  return.     Once  more  in 
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1731,  when  Frederic  went  to  Germany  to  take  possession  of  the 
Landgraviate  of  Hesse-Cassel,  of  whicli  he  was  heir,  Ulrica  Eleonora 
took  a  personal  interest  in  the  affairs  of  state.  And  whatever  may 
have  been  the  faults  of  the  Queen  and  her  husband,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  during  their  long  reign  of  tliirty-two  years,  Sweden 
enjoyed  rest,  which  was  only  interrupted  by  a  short  war  with  Russia 
between  1741  and  1743. 

Of  Ulrica  Eleonora,  whom  most  of  her  subjects  looked  upon  as  a 
bigot,  Swedenborg  gives  the  following  account  in  the  "Spiritual  Diary:" 
"Early  in  the  moi-ning,  August  15,  1761,  there  appeared  to  me  an  elegant 
carriage,  in  which  there  was  a  man  magnificently  attired;  soon  came  a 
virgin  of  a  common  appearance,  like  a  servant,  with  some  spun  threads 
in  her  hand:  it  was  Ulrica  Eleonora  in  that  condition,  who  did  not 
then  know  whence  and  who  she  was.  As  the  carriage  passed  by,  the 
man  called  to  her  to  step  into  it,  which  she  was  unwilling  to  do; 
but  after  some  coaxing  she  comphed.  The  man  was  from  some  duchy 
in  Grermany;  he  had  died  when  young,  and  like  her  had  studied  the 
"Word,  and  was  fond  of  the  knowledge  of  spiritual  truth.  Thus 
these  two  drove  away  through  several  societies,  and  put  on  states 
suitable  to  them;  they  also  put  on  companionable  or  connubial  states, 
and  were  conveyed  thence  to  a  magnificent  palace."     (No,  6009.) 

The  state  of  King  Frederic,  her  former  husband,  according  to 
Swedenborg,  was  quite  different.  He  says  respecting  liim,  in  the 
"Smaller  Diary"  (p.  47):  "King  Frederic  was  with  me  on  the  fifteenth 
day  after  his  decease  [he  died  April  5,  new  style,  1751],  and  he 
heard  on  the  same  day  that  he  was  being  buried;  he  also  saw  and 
heard  a  few  tilings,  as  the  ringing  of  the  bells.  He  conversed  with 
me  for  several  hours,  and  wondered  that,  although  dead,  he  should 
see  and  hear  these  things;  he  rejoiced  that  he  still  lived."  His 
character  during  liis  life  in  the  body  is  described  at  p.  54  as  hav- 
ing been  unchaste  and  voluptuous,  so  that  he  was  unwilling  to 
perform  any  use  whatever,  except  for  himself,  and  to  promote  his 
impure  and  voluptuous  designs.  He  was  at  the  same  time  a  dis- 
sembler and  hypocrite.  Additional  particulars  respecting  his  state 
in  the  other  Hfe  are  contained  in  the  "Smaller  Diary,"  pp.  70  and  73; 
and  in  the  "Larger  Diary,"  Vol.  Ill,  No.  5799. 
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NOTE  5. 

SWEDENBORG'S  SISTEES  AND  THEIR  HUSBANDS. 

The  four  sisters  of  whom  Swedenborg  speaks  iu  Document  2,  are 

A. 

Anna,  who  was  married  in  1703  to  ArchbishojD  Ericus  Beuzehus 
(see  Note  6,  and  Document  9,  p.  88). 

B. 

Hedvig,  married  in  1714  to  Lars  Benzelstierna,  Councillor  of 
Mines  (see  Note  8,  and  Document  9,  p.  90). 

C. 

Catharina,  who  was  married  to  J.  Unge,  Dean  of  Lidkilping. 
Her  husband  was  a  great  favourite  with  Bishop  Swedberg,  -wliose 
curate  he  was  for  some  time.  The  Bishop  said  of  liim  to  Queen 
Ulrica  Eleonora,*  that  he  was  "a  learned  and  able  man,  and  had 
travelled  much;"  he  was  promoted  by  the  Queen  to  the  pastorate  of 
"Wanga,  and  afterwards  to  the  deanery  of  Lidkuping.  He  had  nine 
children  (see  Document  9,  p.  91).  Swedenborg  says  of  him  in 
Document  82,  "Brother  Unge  does  not  keej)  his  hands  from  any 
one ;  at  least  he  has  estranged  from  me  my  dear  father's  and  mother's 
affections  for  the  last  four  years,"  Nevertheless,  they  were  afterwards 
on  good  terms,  as  apjiears  from  several  letters  that  Dean  Unge  subse- 
quently addressed  to  Swedenborg  (see  Documents  107,  111,  114,  116, 
120,  121). 

D. 

Margaretha,  who  was  married  to  Captain  Lundstedt  (see  Document  9, 
Table  XIV,  p.  95;  also  Document  111). 


NOTE  6. 
ERICUS  BENZELIUS  THE  YOUNGER. 

Dr.  Ericus  Benzehus,  son  of  Archbishop  Ericus  Benzelius  the  elder, 
was  bom  January  27,  1675,  and  married  Anna  Swedenborg,  the  eld- 
est daughter  of  Bishop  Swedberg,  in  1703.  He  was  at  first  hbrarian, 
and  aftenvards  professor  of  theology  at  Upsal.  In  the  year  1726 
he  became  Bishop  of  Gottenburg,  and  in  1731  of  Linkoping;  in  the 
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year  1742  he  was  appointed  Archbishop  of  Upsal,  but  died  in  1743 
before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  office.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Scientific  Society  of  Upsal,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Eoyal  Society  of  Stockholm,  of  which  he  was  president  in 
1743.  He  was  one  of  the  most  learned  men  in  Sweden,  and  kept  up 
a  very  extensive  correspondence  with  men  of  learning  abroad.  His 
correspondence  fills  eighteen  foho  volumes,  and  is  jDreserved  in  the 
Cathedral-Library  of  Linkoping.  This  collection  also  contains  the 
letters  he  had  received  from  his  brother-in-law,  Emanuel  Swedenborg, 
with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  great  intimacy,  and  for  whom  he 
entertained  sentiments  of  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem.  Sweden- 
borg himself  looked  up  to  Ericus  Benzelius  as  to  his  second  father. 
In  1710  he  wrote  to  him,  "I  not  only  love  you  more  than  my  own 
brothers,  but  I  even  love  and  revere  you  as  my  father,"  (see 
Document  39.)  The  nature  of  the  afi'ection  and  respect  which  liis 
brother-in-law  felt  for  Swedenborg  appears  best,  however,  from  the 
fact,  that  he  preserved  no  less  than  fifty  of  the  letters  he  received 
fi'om  Swedenborg  between  1709  and  1726.  These  letters  are  among 
the  most  valuable  documents  that  have  been  preserved  to  us  respecting 
Swedenborg's  earher  years,  and  liis  admirers  owe  a  large  debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  Archbishop  for  having  saved  them  fi-om  destruction. 

Of  his  departed  kinsman  Swedenborg  gives  us  in  the  "Spiritual 
Diary,"  No.  4749,  the  foEowing  account:  '•Er[icus]  Benz[ehus]  was 
outwardly  proud,  yet  inwardly  he  was  good.  In  the  world  he  had 
preferred  himself  to  others,  and  despised  them  in  comparison,  with 
the  exception  of  one  who  excelled  him  in  memory,  in  which  he 
placed  all  learning  and  wisdom.  His'  ecclesiastical  learning  was  of 
the  memory,  nothing  being  from  himself,  and  because  this  was  the 
case,  he  was  not  allowed  to  contaminate  his  internal  therewith.  At 
first  he  suffered  severely  in  the  other  Hfe.  Around  his  brain  there 
appeared  as  it  were  a  bony  callosity,  which  was  sometimes  broken, 
causing  great  pain,  and  he  was  by  tliis  means  brought  into  his 
interior  state  wliich  was  good;  he  was  then  hke  a  child,  and  was 
instructed  by  the  angels  in  a  mamier  accommodated  to  liim."  See 
also  Nos.  4787,  5702,  6016. 

There  is  another  Ericus  Benzelius  mentioned  in  the  "Diary," 
who  was  interiorly  wicked;  tliis  appears  to  be  Ericus  Benzelius  the 
elder,  or  the  father  of  the  foregoing;  to  him  apply  Nos.  4552,  4757, 
4851,  5074,  5148,  5722,  5751,  5885,  6034,  6036. 
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NOTE  7. 
JACOBUS  AND  HENRICUS  BEXZELIUS. 

Jacobus  and  Heiuicus  Benzelius,  younger  bi'others  of  Ei'icus 
Beuzelius  tlie  younger. 

A. 

Jacobus  Benzelius  was  boi-n  in  1683,  became  pastor  of  Nils  in 
1709,  professor  of  theology  at  Lund  in  1718,  doctor  of  theology  in 
1725,  Bishop  of  Gottenburg  in  1731,  and  Archbishop  of  Upsal  after 
the  death  of  his  brother  Ericus  in  17-44.  Li  his  archiepiscopal  capacity 
he  married  the  Crown-prince  Adolphus  Frederic  to  the  Princess  Louisa 
Uliica;  and  m  174G  baptised  Prince  Grustavus,  afterwards  GustavusIH. 
He  died  in  1747  in  Stockholm,  during  the  session  of  the  Diet. 
Concerning  him  Swedeuborg  says  in  the  "Smaller  Diary,"  p.  49,  "As 
long  as  he  was  in  the  world  he  was  esteemed  on  account  of  his 
erudition,  nor  was  his  real  quahty  known  to  any  one.  But  in  the 
other  hfe  it  appeared  after  some  time  that  he  was  crafty.  He  was 
for  a  time  among  those  who  are  of  this  character,  and  had  often  to 
bear  grievous  things,  and  to  suffer  severe  pimishments."  At  t^.  64  he 
describes  how  Jacob  Benzelius  desired  to  infest  and  persecute  him, 
(see  also  pp.  65,  67,  72.)  His  intense  love  of  ruling  is  described  in 
the  "Larger  Diary,"  Nos.  5004,  5006,  5074;  and  his  vindictive  spirit 
in  No.  5897;  (see  also  Nos.  5896,  6028,  6033,  6034.)  He  desired 
to  receive  the  truths  of  faith  in  the  other  hfe,  but  could  not  on 
account  of  the  falsities  of  evU  in  his  mind,  which  could  not  be 
removed  (see  No.  6044). 

B. 

Henricus  Benzelius  was  bom  in  1689.  He  undertook  a  long 
journey  a])road  from  1712  to  1718  (see  Document  45);  became 
professor  of  philosophy  at  Lund  in  1719,  and  first  professor  of 
theology  in  1738.  Li  1740,  he  was  made  Bishop  of  Lund;  and  in 
1747,  he  succeeded  his  brother  Jacobus  as  Archbishop  of  Upsal.  He 
died  in  1758.  Swedenborg  reports  concerning  him  in  the  "Diary," 
No.  6072,  "I  learned  by  experience  that  idleness  is  the  devil's  pillow; 
that  it  is  like  a  sponge  which  attracts  impure  wafer  of  various 
kinds  ....  This  appeared  from  Henr.  BenzeUus;  he  loved  idleness, 
and  contracted  veiy  many  evils  from  its  deUght;  he  suffered  himself 
also  to  be  led  by  the  dehghts  of  these  evils,  and  thus  by  the  spirits 
which  were  in  them. 

39 
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NOTE  8. 
LAES  BENZELSTIESNA. 

Lars  Benzelstierna,  son  of  Archbishop  Ericus  the  elder,  and 
brother  of  the  Benzehi  meutioned  in  Notes  6  and  7.  He  married 
Hedvig,  a  younger  sister  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg  (see  Note  5  B).  In 
1719  he  was  ennobled,  when  his  name  Benzelius  was  changed  to 
Benzelstiema.  He  was  a  fellow-assessor  of  Em.  Swedenborg's  in  the 
College  of  Mines  from  1722  to  1744,  when  he  received  the  appointment 
of  Councillor  of  Mines.  In  1747,  he  became  the  governor  of  a  jirovince 
[landshofding].  He  was  a  member  of  the  Eoyal  Academy  of  Sciences 
in  1740,  and  its  president  in  1741.  He  died  in  1755.  The  Siuedisli 
BiograpUkal  Dictionary  (Vol.  2,  p.  113)  says  of  him,  "He  was  not 
distinguished  by  any  great  quaHty,  but  he  possessed  in  an  even  degree 
many  good  quahties."  As  he  was  one  of  liis  fellow-assessors  in  the 
College  of  Mines,  Swedenborg  saw  a  good  deal  of  him,  but  does  not 
seem  to  have  had  any  great  liking  for  liim.  In  Document  82,  he 
complains  of  his  being  "somewhat  unpleasant"  towards  him.  After 
the  decease  of  Bishop  Swedberg's  second  wife,  Sara  Bergia,  Lars 
Benzelstiema  and  Swedenborg  became  joint  owners  of  Starbo,^*  an 
iron  furnace  in  DalecarHa,  which  had  been  her  property.  Tlois 
connexion  seems  to  have  been  anything  but  a  jileasant  one :  for  against 
Lars  Benzelstiema,  we  believe,  Swedenborg  made  all  those  charges 
which  are  found  written  in  Swedish  on  the  last  page  of  the  original 
manuscript  of  the  "Spiritual  Diary,"  and  which  has  been  printed  by 
the  editor  of  "Swedenborg's  Drommar,"  on  p.  72  of  that  work. 
Swedenborg  simply  gives  there  the  initial  B.,  and  the  editor  of  the 
"Drommar"  suggests  E.  before  it;  but  by  referring  to  the  "Sjairitual 
Diary,"  No.  5134,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  initials  are  L.  B.  or 
Lars  Benzelstiema:  for  the  general  charges  there  made  against  L.  B. 
are  the  same  as  the  particular  charges  made  against  B.,  in  the  passage 
mentioned;  and  he  is  there  charged  with  nothing  less  than  having 
made  various  attempts  on  Swedenborg's  hfe.  Swedenborg  also  accuses 
him  of  having  been  at  the  bottom  of  the  difficulty  wliich  he  had 
with  his  aunt  Brita  Behm''''  (see  Document  132),  and  with  Councillor 
Nordencrantz^^^  (see  Documents  182  to  193).  Another  accusation  which 
he  brings  against  him  is,  that  he  acted  unfairly  and  unjustly  in  the 
division  of  his  father's  estate,  as  is  proved  by  Swedenborg's  brother 
Jesper  in  Document  126.  In  the  "Sj)iritual  Diary,"  No.  5702  he 
makes  the  following  statement  respecting  him :  "Lars  Benzel  belonged 
to  those  who   are  accounted  by  the  world  as  learned,  nay  as  more 
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eminently  learned,  because  they  can  converse  rationally  from  the  memory 
when  yet  they  speak  nothing  from  themselves,  but  from  others;  the 
interiors  of  the  mind  with  such  are  altogether  closed,  and  obscurity 
and  darkness  prevail  there  instead  of  light."  In  No.  5883  he  says, 
"Lars  Benzelstierna  was  able  by  the  mere  sound  of  his  voice  to  draw 
whole  squadrons  and  companies  to  his  side,  and  by  conjunction  with 
them  to  do  e\dl  to  any  one  he  chose.  He  said  nothing  else  than, 
*do  it  to  please  me'  (Gj'or  mi(/  til  wiUjes),  without  adding  any  other 
reason.  It  appeared  thence,  how  many  there  are  who  attend  to  the 
mere  sound  of  the  voice,  and  not  at  all  to  reason,  and  how  easily 
they  may  be  betrayed  by  hell."  In  No.  4856  he  makes  this  state- 
ment: "Lars  Benzelstiex-na,  from  an  innate  hatred,  persecuted  all  who 
were  not  his  friends;  he  acted  unjustly  to  jolease  a  friend,  and  had 
no  respect  for  justice  and  equity,  being  influenced  altogether  by  the 
feeling  of  personal  friendship."  See  also  Nos.  4851.  4858,  5052, 
5005,  5898,  G028.  The  name  of  Lars  Benzelstierna  occurs  frequently 
in  connection  with  that  of  Swedenborg  throughout  these  documents. 
To  him  Swedenborg  addressed  Document  99;  and  by  him  were  writ- 
ten Documents  124  and  125. 

NOTE  9. 
BISHOP  FILENIUS. 

Dr.  Petrus  Filenius,  Bishop  of  Linkoping,  married,  in  1740, 
Ulrica  Benzelstierna,  youngest  daughter  of  Axchbishop  Ericus  Benzehus 
the  younger  and  of  Anna  Swedenborg.  This  bishop,  wliile  professing 
friendsliip  for  Swedenborg,  advised  the  confiscation  of  his  books, 
which  he  had  promised  to  use  his  influence  to  have  released  from  the 
custom-house.  "For  him  Swedenborg  entertained  afterwards  great 
( ontempt,  calling  him  Judas  Iscariot,  who  betrayed  his  friend  with  a 
Idss."     (See  Document  5,  §  47.) 


NOTE  10. 
BISHOP  LARS  BENZELSTIERNA. 

Dr.  Lars  Benzelstierna,  son  of  Lars  Benzelstierna  (see  Note  8) 
and  Hedvig  Swedenborg.  He  was  boi-n  in  1719;  became  Professor 
of  Greek  at  Upsal  in  1746,  and  Bishop  of  Westeras  in  1759,  which 
office  he  filled  till  the  time  of  his  death  in  1800.  Bishop  Benzel- 
stierna was  altogether  difi'erent  from  Bishop  Filenius  (Note  9),  and 
entertained  a  fi-iendly  disposition  towards  Swedenborg  and  his 
doctrines.     Swedenborg   wrote   concerning  him   to  Count  Hcipken  in 

39* 
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1769,  "Bishop  Benzelstierna  is  in  my  estimation  a  rational  man  even 
in  theology,  and  does  not  accept  irrational  doctrines  in  obedience 
to  faith."  For  further  particulars  respecting  him,  see  Document  9,  C, 
Table  III,  No.  3,  p.  90. 

NOTE  11. " 
ADOLPHUS  FREDERIC  AND  LOUISA  ULRICA. 

Adolphus  Frederic,  Duke  of  Holstein-Gottorp,  born  May  14,  1710, 
was  elected  Crown-prince  of  Sweden  in  1743.  He  ascended  the  throne 
in  1751,  and  died  in  1771.  During  his  reign  the  royal  power  in 
Sweden  was  still  further  limited  than  it  had  been  under  that  of 
his  predecessor.  He  is  described  as  an  intelligent,  well-inclined 
sovereign,  of  a  qmet,  phlegmatic  temperament,  and  willing  to  submit 
to  the  limitations  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Swedish  Diet.  His 
wife,  a  sister  of  Frederic  II,  was  more  ambitious,;  and  by  her 
influence  a  party  was  formed  whose  object  it  was  to  break  the  power 
of  the  nobility.  Their  plot  was  discovered  in  1756,  and  the  leaders 
of  the  conspiracy,  among  whom  were  Count  Eric  Brahe^^''  and  Baron 
Jacob  Hoi-n,^^^  were  executed.  For  further  particulars  see  the  argument 
annexed  to  Document  196.  Adolphus  Frederic  seems  to  have  been 
personally  very  kind  to  Swedenborg,  as  appears  fi'om  Document  2,  p.  8, 
and  Document  6,  No.  37.  Loxiisa  Ulrica,  the  hex'oine  of  one  of  the 
incidents  related  to  prove  Swedenb  org's  intercourse  with  the  spiritual 
world,*  was  bom  July  24,  1720.  Her  brother,  Frederic  II,  declared 
her  to  be  the  ornament  of  the  family.  She  was  of  a  masculine 
understanding,  was  remarkably  eloquent,  and  had  great  force  of 
character.  She  was  a  great  patron  of  the  arts  and  sciences ;  founded 
by  her  "private  means  the  Academj^  of  Belles  Lettres  and  History 
in  Stockholm ;  and  estabhshed  the  library  and  the  museum  at 
Drottningholm,  and  the  museum  in  Stockliolm.  She  exercised  great 
influence  over  her  husband,  and  after  his  death  attempted  to  exert 
a  similar  influence  over  her  son,  Gusta\ais  III,  but  unsuccessfiUly.  In 
consequence  of  this  she  very  rarely  appeared  afterwards  at  Court. 
She  died  in  1782. 

NOTE  12. 

GUSTAVUS  m. 

Gustavus  11.1,  to  whom  Swedenborg  refers  in  Document  2,  as  "the 
Crown-Prince"  at  whose  table  he  had  the  honour  of  dining,  ascended 

*  See  Document  6,  §§  46,  53,  and  Document  6,  §  25. 
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the  throne  of  Sweden  on  the  death  of  his  father,  Adolphus  Frederic/^ 
in  1771.  In  1772  he  headed  a  successful  revolution,  by  which  the 
power  of  the  Swedish  nobiUty  was  broken,  and  an  absolute  monarchy  was 
re-established.  He  was  assassinated  in  1792  by  Ankarstrom,  or  accord- 
ing to  others  by  Ribbing,  who  acted  in  concert  with  a  conspiracy 
among  the  nobility. 

NOTE  13. 
SAMUEL  SANDELS. 

Samuel  Sandels  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sandel,  one  of  the 
clergymen  in  the  Swedish  colony  near  Philadelphia,  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  He  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  intended  by  his 
father  for  the  ministry,  but  this  he  abandoned.  He  studied  chemistry 
and  mineralogy,  and  entered  the  mining  sei-vice  of  his  country. 
In  Stockholm  he  hved  at  the  house  of  Swedenborg's  brother- 
in-law,  Lars  Benzelstiema,  the  Counsellor  of  Mines  (see  Note  9). 
Benzelstierna  took  a  great  interest  in  the  young  man,  and  through 
his  influence  he  was  speedily  promoted  in  the  College  of  Mines.  Li 
1754  he  became  secretary,  in  1759  assessor,  and  in  17G2  counsellor 
of  mines,  in  wliich  capacity  he  delivered  liis  eulogium  on  Swedenborg, 
our  Dociunent  4.  In  1772  he  was  ennobled,  when  his  name  was  changed 
to  Sandels.  The  Sivedish  Biographkal  Dictionary  greatly  extols 
his  jji-ivate  character,  and  sjDeaks  of  him  as  a  man  of  great  jjractical 
useftdness  to  his  coimtry,  in  other  respects  besides  in  his  official  employ- 
ment in  the  College  of  Mines.  He  interested  himself  especially  in 
relieving  the  distress  of  the  miners  at  Fahlun  during  the  monetaiy 
crisis  between  1763  and  1709,  and  in  promoting  the  construction  of 
canals.  His  son  Jolian  August  was  a  field-marshal  of  Sweden, 
who  greatly  distinguished  liimself  in  the  war  against  Russia  in  1808 
and  1809,  and  afterwards  in  the  war  against  Napoleon  in  Germany. 
He  became  a  bai'on,  and  afterwards  a  count. 

NOTE  14. 
CHRISTOPHER  POLHEM. 

Christopher  Polhem,  the  "great  Swedish  Archimedes,"  as  Sweden- 
borg, in  the  preface  to  his  DcBdalus  Hypcrhoreus,  first  styled  him. 
Before  his  elevation  to  the  rank  of  noliility  lie  was  called  Polhammer 
or  PaUiammar,  but  when  he  discovered,  in  1716,  that  liis  ancestors 
in  Hungarj'  were  called  von  Polheim,  he  called  himself  for  a  short 
time  Polheimer.     He  was  bom  at  Wisby,'  in  Gothland,  where  his 
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father  was  a  merchant.  After  his  father's  death  he  went  to  a  brother 
of  his  father's  in  Stockholm,  where  he  attended  school  till  his  twelfth 
year.  After  his  uncle's  death  he  was  obliged  he  earn  his  own  hving, 
which  he  did  partly  as  clerk  on  an  estate,  and  partly  as  tax-collector. 
In  his  twenty-tliird  year  he  succeeded  amidst  great  difficulties  in 
mastering  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  language,  and  in  his  twenty- 
fifth  year  he  became  a  student  in  the  University  of  Upsal.  While 
there  he  restored  the  wonderful  cathedral  clock,  which  showed  the 
motion  of  the  sun  and  moon;  he  also  constructed  some  machines  for 
raising  ore  from  the  mines.  In  1694  he  made  a  journey  abroad,  and 
constructed  another  wonderful  clock,  which  the  French  court  presented 
to  the  Sultan.  He  was  afterwards  called  by  the  Elector  of  Hanover 
to  the  Hartz,  to  improve  the  machines  for  the  use  of  the  mines. 
On  his  return  to  Sweden  he  was  employed  to  establish  at  Stjernsund 
in  Dalecarlia,  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  a  mechanical  institution, 
with  appliances  for  making  machines  of  every  kind.  There  Sweden- 
borg  fii'st  became  his  assistant  in  1710.  On  returning  to  Sweden 
in  1715,  Swedenborg  undertook  to  prepare  for  pubhcation  allPolhem's 
inventions  by  describing  and  furnishing  them  with  algebraical  and 
geometrical  demonstrations,  which  he  did  in  his  Dcedalus  Hyper- 
horeus.  In  1716,  Polhem  was  ordered  by  Charles  XII  to  build  the 
celebrated  docks  of  Oarlscrona,  where  Swedenborg  was  his  assistant; 
and  next  year  they  commenced  the  construction  of  locks  at  Trol- 
hatta  and  Wenersborg,  and  projected  the  famous  Gota  canal.  In 
1716,  Charles XII  made  Polhem  a  councillor  of  commerce,  and  ennobled 
him,  on  which  occasion  he  assumed  the  name  of  Polhem.  Polhem  s 
letters  to  Swedenborg  and  Ericus  Benzelius,  which  are  printed  in 
Section  III  for  the  first  time,  (see  Documents  38,  51,  52,  53,  56,  57, 
63,  65,  66,  71  A  and  B,  and  84,)  our  readers  will  peruse  with  great 
interest.  With  no  less  interest  wiU  they  read  a  document  (No.  54),  ap- 
pended to  Robsahm's  memoii'S  (Document  5),  fi'om  which  it  appears  that 
Swedenborg  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  one  of  Polhem's  daughters, 
but  that  the  engagement  was  broken  off,  because  his  love  was  not 
reciprocated.  Polhem  died  in  1751,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years.  Swedenborg  gives  several  interesting  acounts  of  his  former 
preceptor  and  coadjutor  in  the  other  world.  In  the  "Smaller  Diary" 
(p.  65)  he  says:  "Polhem  died  on  Monday  [Aug.  31,  1751],  and  he 
spoke  with  me  on  Thursday.  When  I  attended  his  funeral,  he  saw 
his  coffin,  and  those  who  were  present,  likewise  the  whole  procession, 
and  how  he  was  laid  in  the  grave,  conversing  with  me  meanwhile, 
and  asking  me  why  they  buried  him  when  yet  he  was  aUve.  After- 
wards he  asked  why  the  priest  said  that  he  should  rise  at  the  last 
judgment,  when  yet  he  had  risen  already:  and  he  wondered  that  the 
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belief  slioiild  prevail  that  he  would  rise  at  the  last  judgment,  when  yet 
he  was  Living  already,  and  tliat  the  body  should  rise,  when  yet  he 
felt  himself  to  be  in  a  body;  besides  several  other  things."  On  p.  67 
we  read,  "Some  of  those  who  come  into  the  other  life  from  the 
Christian  world  are  strongly  persuaded  that  whatever  they  say 
and  think  is  true,  even  if  it  is  against  faith  and  against  heaven  *  *  * 
such  a  one  was  Polhem,  and  he  ajipeared  like  them,  on  account  of 
the  confidence  he  had  in  his  own  knowledge  and  imagination."  In  the 
"Larger  Diary,"  No.  4722,  he  says  further  respecting  him:  ''As  the 
mechanician  Polhem  was  in  the  life  of  the  body  continually  intent  upon 
planning  and  constructing  hoisting  machines,  as  he  had  been  more 
successful  in  this  department  than  any  one  else,  and  as  his  genius  was 
of  this  nature,  he  had  in  the  life  of  the  body  confirmed  himself  in 
the  belief  that  there  was  no  God,  that  every  tiling  was  from  nature, 
that  the  living  princijjle  in  human  beings  and  animals  is  sometliing 
mechanical,  wliich  is  filled  and  thus  formed  by  the  air  according  to 
theii"  nature  and  the  laws  of  order,  and  that  they  are  hence  able  to 
live.  He  was  unwilling  to  know  anything  of  the  life  after  death, 
of  the  internal  man,  of  heaven  and  hell,  of  anything  Divine  besides 
natm-e,  and  of  Providence  as  being  anything  moi-e  than  the  blind  chance 
of  nature;  he  had  even  confirmed  himself  against  their  existence. 
As  the  imaginative  power  which  he  had  in  the  body  still  continues 
with  him,  he  learns  and  gives  instruction  as  to  how  various  objects 
may  be  created,  such  as  birds,  mice,  cats,  and  even  infants  and 
men;  this  he  does  by  kneading  and  shaping  a  certain  mass  and  by 
means  of  the  ideas  of  thought,  and  hence  such  objects  a^ipear: 
for  in  the  other  world  thought  can  represent  such  olyects  with  any 
one.  It  is,  however,  only  something  aerial  and  nothing  real  which 
thus  appears.  It  was  shown  him  that  all  others  could  produce  such 
objects  by  their  imagination  and  jihantasy,  and  that  what  he  did 
was  a  mere  matter  of  sport;  yet  he  continues  like  some  silly  person 
to  form  these  and  similar  new  objects  out  of  his  mass.  He  was  also 
in  a  camera  ohscura  displaying  his  art,  and  he  appeared  himself  in 
it  sitting  upon  some  dead  men's  bones,  which  were  in  a  coffin, 
because  liis  nature  was  such  that  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  living 
but  the  dead."     See  also  Nos.  4729,  5059,   5837,  6025,  6049,  6071. 

NOTE  15. 
LUDWIG  EUDOLPH,  DUKE  OF  BRUNSWICK. 

Ludwig  Rudolph,  who  is  mentioned  in  Document  4,  p.  20,  was 
the  second  son  of  Anton  Ulrich,  Duke  o£  Brunswick- Wolfenbiittcl. 
On  the  death  of  his  father  in  1714,  the  duchy  was  divided  between 
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his  two  sons ;  the  elder,  Augustus  William,  succeeding  his  father  as 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  the  younger  Ludwig  E-udolph,  receiving 
Blankenburg  as  an  appanage;  When  Swedenborg  visited  the  Hartz 
mountains  in  1722,  Ludwig  Rudolph  resided  in  Blankenburg,  and 
bore  the  title  of  Duke  of  Brunswick-Luneburg,  by  which  Swedenborg 
addressed  him  in  the  dedication  of  his  Miscellanea  Observata,  Part  IV, 
which  was  published  the  same  year  at  Schiflfbeck,  near  Hamburg. 
In  1731,  Ludwig  Budolph  succeeded  his  brother,  Augustus  William, 
as  reigning  Duke  of  Brunswick- Wolfenbiittel ;  in  which  character  he 
was  visited  again  by  Swedenborg  in  1734,  who  dedicated  to  him 
the  first  volume  of  the  Opera  Philosopliica  et  Mineralia,  which  he 
then  pubhshed.  Ludwig  Budolph  died  in  1735,  the  year  following. 
Swedenborg  describes  him  in  his  dedication  as  a  great  patron  of 
the  arts  and  sciences. 

NOTE  16. 
LINN^US  AND  SWEDENBORG. 

Linnaeus,  or,  as  he  was  called  after  being  ennobled,  von  Linne, 
the  great  Swedish  botanist  and  naturalist,  to  whom  Sandels  compares 
Swedenborg  in  his  Eulogium  (see  Document  4,  p.  21),  was  a  con- 
temporary of  Swedenborg,  and  he  was  related  to  him  by  marriage 
(see  notice  of  Morseus,  in  Note  66).  Surjarise  has  sometimes  been  ex- 
pressed that  there  is  no  instance  on  record  of  these  two  men  ever  having 
met,  or  taken  any  notice  of  each  other's  labours.  But  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that,  when  Linnaeus  first  saw  the  light  in  1707,  Swedenborg 
was  nineteen  years  of  age;  and  when  Linnaeus  went  to  Upsal  in  1728, 
Ericus  BenzeHus  had  already  removed  to  Gottenburg,  after  wliich 
his  brother-in-law  had  little  occasion  to  visit  Upsal.  When,  in 
1734,  Swedenborg  brought  out  his  great  work  Opera  FhilosopMca 
et  Mineralia,  Linnaeus  was  persecuted  by  a  clique  of  Upsal  professors, 
and  prevented  from  teaching  at  the  University.  In  1735,  Lin- 
naeus undertook  a  journey  to  Germany,  Holland,  England,  and 
France,  where  he  gained  great  renown  by  the  pubhcation  of  some 
of  his  writings.  When  he  returned  home  in  1738,  Swedenborg  was 
abroad,  pubhshing  his  (Economia  Regni  Aninialis;  and  after  he 
leturned  home  in  the  latter  part  of  1740,  he  was  so  much  occupied 
with  the  preparation  of  his  Regnum  Animale,  that  he  had  httle 
time  for  cultivating  the  society  of  other  men  of  learning.  More- 
over, early  in  1741,  Linnaeus  removed  from  Stockholm  to  Upsal,  so 
that  there  was  actually  only  one  year  during  wliich  Linnaeus  and 
Swedenborg  lived  in  thej^ame  town.  In  1743  Swedenborg  made 
another  journey  abroad,  in  order  to  print  liis  Begmim  Animale,  and 
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in  1745  tlie  Lord  appeared  to  him,  and  introduced  him  as  to  his 
spirit  into  the  sj)iritual  workl.  After  this  time  Swedenborg  laid 
aside  all  scientific  labours,  and  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  his  new 
vocation ;  moreover,  until  1759  he  led  a  most  retired  hfe  in  Sweden, 
and  it  was  not  known  to  any  one  that  he  was  the  author  of  those  theolo- 
gical works  which  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  London.  Unless, 
therefore,  Linnaeus,  had  evinced  after  1760,  an  interest  in  spiritual  sub- 
jects, and  had  visited  Swedenborg  of  his  own  accord,  there  was  little 
probability  of  their  meeting  in  this  life.  Swedenborg  died  in  1772,  in 
his  eighty-fourth  year,  and  Liuuseus  in  17  78,  in  liis  seventy -first. 


NOTE  17. 
NILS  CELSIUS. 

Nils  Celsius,  born  in  1658,  died  March  21,  1724;  he  became 
professor  of  mathematics  at  Upsal  in  1719.  He  was  the  second  of 
the  family  of  Celsius  who  occupied  the  chair  of  mathematics  at  Upsal ; 
his  father  Magnus  being  the  first,  and  his  son  Anders  (see  Note  144,) 
the  most  celebrated  of  them,  the  third.  As  appears  from  Docu- 
ment 4,  p.  21,  and  also  from  Document  101,  Swedenborg  was 
invited  by  the  Consistory  of  the  University  to  become  the  successor 
of  Nils  Celsius  in  1724. 

NOTE  18. 
CBHISTIAN  VON  WOLF. 

Christian  von  "Wolf,  the  celebrated  German  philosopher  and  professor, 
who  popularized  Leibnitz's  philosophy,  and  distinguished  himself  by 
the  clearness  and  distinctness  of  liis  philosophical  definitions,  was  one 
of  Swedenborg's  correspondents,  as  appears  from  Document  4,  p.  22. 
He  first  taught  in  Leipzig  in  1703,  but  removed  thence  in  1707  to  the 
University  at  Halle,  where  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  by  his 
philosophical  lectures.  By  these  lectures,  however,  he  gave  offence 
to  the  pietistic  school  of  theology  which  at  the  time  prevailed 
there,  and  which  succeded  in  1723  in  banishing  him  from  Halle. 
The  same  year,  he  was  appointed  professor  in  the  University  of 
Marburg;  and  in  1740,  Fi-ederic  II  of  Prussia,  who  esteemed  him 
very  highly,  re-appointed  him  to  Halle,  where  he  became  vice- 
chancellor  of  the  University,  and  where  he  died  in  1754.  From 
his  earhcr  philosophical  works  it  appears  that  Swedenborg  thought 
very  highly  of  Wolf;   and  in  a  paper   dating  about  the  year  1737, 
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which  is  contained  in  Vol.  III.  of  the  photo-lithographic  edition  of 
Swedenborg's  MSS.,  he  institutes  a  minute  comparison  between 
his  own  system  of  philosophy  and  that  of  Wolf;  among  other  tilings 
he  there  saj's:  "Of  him  it  may  be  said,  that  he  is  truly  a  philo- 
sojiher,  and  that  by  constant  examination,  scrutiny,  and  study  he 
has  extracted  the  principles  of  true  philosophy"  (p.  84).  It  is 
interesting  to  compare  this  estimate  of  Swedenborg's  with  that  which 
he  formed  respecting  Wolf,  when  he  met  him  in  the  other  life. 
In  his  work  entitled  "The  Earths  in  the  Universe,"  No.  38,  he 
says:  "The  spirits  of  Mercuiy  once  came  to  a  certain  spirit  from 
our  earth,  to  be  instructed  by  him  on  various  subjects.  This  was  Christian 
Wolf,  who  during  his  Ufe  upon  earth  had  been  highly  distinguished 
for  his  learning.  They  perceived,  however,  that  Avhat  he  spoke  was 
not  elevated  above  the  sensual  things  of  the  natural  man,  for  in 
speaking  he  thought  of  honour ;  and  as  every  one  in  the  other  life 
remains  like  his  former  self,  he  as  had  been  his  wont  in  the  world  desired 
to  connect  various  things  together  into  series,  and  these  again  into 
others,  and  thus  to  go  on  making  other  deductions,  and  so  forming- 
several  chains,  which  they  neither  saw  nor  acknowledged  to  be  true, 
saying  that  these  chains  cohered  neither  in  themselves  nor  with  the 
conclusions,  and  calling  them  the  obscure  principle  of  authority. 
After  that  they  ceased  to  interrogate  him,  but  confined  themselves 
to  asking  him,  how  various  things  are  called;  and  as  all  his  replies 
were  given  in  material  and  not  in  spiritual  ideas,  they  left  him." 
In  his  "Spiritual  Diary,"  (No.  4550,)  he  adds  the  following  particulars : 
"A  certain  one  appeared  to  the  left,  and  silence  having  been  made 
when  he  spoke,  it  was  perceived  he  Avas  like  Wolf.  After  he  ap- 
proached, a  sphei'e  diffused  itself  from  him  as  if  he  were  the  Grod 
of  the  universe.  This  sphere  continued  for  some  time,  and  mean- 
while he  said  to  all,  that  he  was  the  greatest  upon  earth,  and  that 
there  was  no  one  so  learned  as  liimself;  but  of  this  they  could  not 
be  persuaded.  He  was  told  that  those  things  which  had  constituted 
Ms  learning,  were  simply  means  for  acquiring  wisdom,  and  that  there 
is  no  wisdom  in  them  unless  they  are  thus  applied;  also  that  these 
things  with  him  may  have  been  the  means  of  making  him  insane, 
and  of  extinguishing  truths.  A  conversation  also  was  carried  on 
with  him  about  these  truths.  He  then  aiiproached  nearer;  and  after 
that  sphere  had  been  dispelled  (for  other  spirits  had  been  associated 
with  him)  he  desired  to  know  everytliing  in  the  other  life,  and 
also  the  arcana  of  the  internal  sense  of  the  Word,  and  this  ajiparently 
from  the  desire  of  knowing.  He  also  learned  some  things,  but  as 
soon  as  he  turned  to  his  own  spirits,  i.  e.  to  the  life  of  his  own 
principles,  he  derided  them.     He  was  then  told  that  he  only  desired 
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to  know  them  to  make  himself  great,  and  to  gain  wealth ;  and  it  was 
shown  him  how  this  is  done,  and  liow  such  in  the  world  aj^pear  to  be 
influenced  by  a  feigned  zeal;  besides  several  other  things."  In 
No.  4727,  we  read,  "Wolf  was  fii'st  a  naturahst,  but  when,  after  his 
return  [to  Halle],  he  was  admonished,  he  simulated  piety  and  a  con- 
fession of  faith  fiom  the  heart,  to  such  a  degree,  that  people  scarcely 
knew  other\vise  than  that  he  was  a  good  converted  Christian,  It 
appeared,  however,  from  his  confession  before  good  spirits  in  the 
other  hfe,  that  this  profession  came  simply  from  the  lips,  and  that 
in  his  heart  he  believed  the  opposite;  before  them  he  was  brought 
into  such  a  state,  that  he  spoke  from  his  own  thought,  which  he 
had  had  in  the  world,  and  not  from  dissimulation.  He  then  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  never  believed  in  any  God,  but  maintained  that 
nature  is  everything.  His  reasons  he  stated  to  be  these:  1.  That 
God  was  never  seen,  nor  heard,  and  that  He  has  been  hidden  away 
now  for  many  centuries:  that  if  there  was  a  God,  He  would  have 
shown  himself  to  men,  so  that  they  would  have  believed,  2,  That 
nothing  of  the  Divine  Providence  is  presented  to  view,  3,  That  the 
soul  is  nothing  but  a  breath,  which  has  its  existence  as  such  from 
the  interior  organism,  and  that  when  tliis  dies,  the  soul  dies  also, 
because  it  is  simply  hke  something  atmospherical.  4.  That  brute 
animals  tliink  and  will  just  as  well  as  man,  and  some  of  them,  as 
bears,  dogs,  mice,  and  foxes,  more  shrewdly  and  more  intelligently 
than  he;  and  that  the  difference  between  the  two  is  so  small,  that 
it  scaixely  deserves  to  be  mentioned,  as,  for  instance,  language,  which 
they  do  not  possess,  because  their  organism  is  different:  parrots 
and  similar  bii'ds  nevertheless  speak  in  the  same  manner  and  know 
what  they  say,  5,  That  the  last  judgment  has  been  exjDected  for 
so  many  centuries  in  vain,  and  that  it  is  false  that  the  stars  will 
then  fall  fi-om  heaven  upon  the  earth,  because  they  are  larger  than 
the  earth,  and  likewise  the  sun,  which  nevertheless  is  immovable  in 
the  centre,  besides  several  other  things.  These  things  Wolf  confessed 
before  the  good  spirits,  although  he  had  spoken  otherwise  with  his 
lips  *  *  *  He  was  also  told  that  he  had  believed  he  would  not  live 
after  death,  when  yet  he  perceived  now  that  he  was  liv'ing,  and  thus 
that  he  had  formerly  thought  wrongly  on  this  subject."  See  also 
"Intercourse,"  No,  19;  "True  Christian  Eeligion,"  Nos.  90,  ^35,  69(j, 
and  "Spiritual  Diary,"  Nos.  4744,  4851,  (5018,  6049. 
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NOTE  19. 
CARL  ROBSAHM. 

Carl  Robsahm,  who  was  the  treasurer  (caniererare)  of  the  Bank 
(Ldn-Banquen)  in  Stockholm,  was  descended  from  a  Scotch  family- 
called  Robson,  which  had  emigrated  to  Sweden  towards  the  close  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  He  seems  to  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
Swedenborg  during  the  latter  part  of  his  hfe,  and  to  have  had  great 
respect  for  him,  as  appears  from  the  simple  and  unvarnished  account 
which  he  has  left  of  the  great  seer.  His  testimony,  (which  constitutes  Do- 
cument 5,)  so  far  as  he  relates  what  he  himself  had  seen  and  heard  during 
the  latter  j^eriod  of  Swedenborg's  life,  seems  perfectly  trustworthy  and 
reliable ;  but  what  he  says  concerning  liis  earher  hfe,  must  be  received 
as  a  mere  matter  of  report,  and  must  be  judged  according  to  the  laws 
of  evidence.  This  apphes  particularly  to  what  he  says  in  No.  36 
of  his  "Memoirs."  That  Robsahm  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  Swedenborg's  earher  Hfe,  so  as  to  deserve  imphcit 
credence,  is  proved  from  No.  34,  where  he  states  that  "from  his  father. 
Bishop  Swedberg,  too,  Swedenborg  had  obtained  a  considerable 
inheritance,"  when  yet  the  facts  of  the  case  are,  that  Bishop  Swed- 
berg died  a  poor  man,  as  appears  from  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  which  his  son-in-law.  Dean  Unge,  wrote  to  Swedenborg  in 
1731,  four  years  before  the  Bishop's  death.  "Moller  is  now  beginning 
to  swindle  the  Bishop  on  a  new  account;  for  he  desires  to  print  the 
collection  of  sermons  which  was  burnt.  The  Bishop  has  no  movey, 
but  owes  from  500  to  600  dalers  to  the  Cathedral,  which  Moller 
received  for  printing  the  Catechism  last  year.  How  will  this  end, 
if  he  begin  printing  in  his  poverty  ?  .  .  .  .  The  Bishop  plunges  himself 
more  and  more  into  debt." 


NOTE  20. 
CARL  FREDERIC  NORDENSKOLD. 

The  "worthy  man,"  by  whom  Robsahm  was  called  upon  to  state 
"what  he  had  seen  and  heard  in  Swedenborg's  company,"  (see  Docu- 
ment 5,  No.  1)  was  no  other  than  Carl  Frederic  Nordenskold,  who  together 
with  his  friend  C.  B.  Wadstrom,^^  was  one  of  the  earhest  promoters 
of  the  cause  of  the  New  Church  in  Sweden.  He  was  the  youngest  son 
of  Colonel  C.  F.  Nordenskold  of  Finland,  and  became  acquainted  in 
his  youth  with  the   writings    of  Swedenborg,    wliich   he    considered 
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"the  greatest  good  fortune  tliat  had  happened  to  him  during  his 
whole  life.''  In  1777,  ulitn  twenty-one  years  old,  he  became  one  of 
the  secretaries  in  the  Department  of  the  Exterior  in  Stockholm:  and 
in  1781,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Royal  Librarian  in  Berlin, 
Abbe  Pernety,^*  who  intended  to  publish  some  of  the  works  of  Sweden- 
borg  in  the  French  language,  and  to  collect  some  particulars  respect- 
ing his  life.  About  the  same  time  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
Marquis  de  Thome,  concerning  whom  the  "New  Jerusalem  Magazine," 
of  1790,  says,  that  he  is  "a  nobleman  not  less  distinguished  by  his 
profound  erudition,  than  by  his  rank  and  birth."  The  latter  gentle- 
man employed  himself  likewise  in  translating  the  writings  of  Swedcn- 
borg  into  French,  and  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Nordenskold,  dated  Paris, 
August  11,  1783,  he  says,  "I  think  I  may  promise  that  in  about  a 
year's  time  I  may  be  able  to  make  the  journey  to  Sweden,  when,  with 
the  means  which  the  Loixl  will  put  into  our  hands,  we  shall  be  able 
not  only  to  jDrint  all  the  manuscripts  of  Swedenborg,  but  also  to 
distribute  them  gratuitously,  as  well  as  all  his  other  works."  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Nordenskold  was  the  "worthy 
man,"  at  whose  request  Robsahm  wrote  his  "Memoirs  concerning 
Swedenborg,"  and  respecting  whom  he  says  further  in  No.  50,  "I 
should  not  have  written  them  down,  if  I  had  not  been  requested  to 
do  so  by  the  'honourable  gentleman'  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  the 
beginning  of  these  anecdotes ;  and  if  he  had  not  intimated  that  they 
would  be  made  use  of  in  enlightening  humanity  res2>ecting  Sweden- 
borg's  personal  character,  and  indeed  by  a  society  whose  purpose  it 
is  to  translate  several  of  his  writings  into  French."  As  early  as  1776, 
Mr.  Nordenskold  had  made  a  similar  request  to  Dr.  G.  Beyer,  who, 
in  sending  him  some  particulars  respecting  Swedenborg  in  a  letter 
dated  Gottenburg,  March  23,  1776,  said,  "It  would  be  very  desirable, 
indeed,  if,  as  you  suggest,  anecdotes  could  be  collected  [respecting 
Swedenborg].  Such  a  collection  might  be  made,  if  every  one  would 
contribute  what  he  knows  for  certain."  Nordenskold  examined  also 
the  wife  of  Swedenborg's  gardener,  and  collected  particulars  respect- 
ing her  departed  master  from  her  lips.  These  particulars  are  contained 
on  pages  174,  175,  and  182  of  his  work,  "Considerations  Generales 
8ur  le  Christianisme  Actuel  et  la  Lumiere  que  M.  E.  Svedenborg 
r^pand  sur  les  Religions."  Of  this  work,  which  was  jninted  by 
Nordenskold  at  Rostock,  in  the  grand-duchy  of  Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
in  1819,  and  which  was  confiscated  by  the  authorities,  there  is  only 
one  complete  copy  in  existence,  which  is  in  the  possession  of  his  son 
Dr.  Otto  von  Nordenskold,  Berlin,  and  two  defective  copies,  one  of 
which  is  in  the  Royal  Library  in  Stockholm,  and  the  other  in  the 
hands  of  the  editor  of  the  present  Work. 
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A  selection  of  the  anecdotes  which  were  thus  collected  by 
Mr.  C.  F.  Nordenskold  and  his  brother  Augustus^'^  was  sent  by  the 
former  to  Abbe  Pernety,^*  Berhn,  in  1782,  and  were  embodied  by 
the  latter  in  the  "Account  of  Swedenborg,"  which  he  prefixed  to  his 
French   translation  of  "Heaven    and  Hell,"    pubhshed  in  Berhn   in 

1782.  The  "Account  ,(Of  Swedenborg,"  '  given  by  Pernety,  is  our 
Document  6,  and  by  analysis  it  will  be  shown  that  almost  the  whole 
of  that  account  was  furnished  to  liim  by  the  two  Nordenskolds.     In 

1783,  C.  F.  Nordenskold  went  to  London,  where  he  remained  until 
1786.  Finding  that  the  mang^scripts  of  Swedenborg  could  not  be 
pubhshed  in  Sweden,  he  took  the  original  manuscript  of  the  "Apo- 
calypse Exi^lained,"  and  copies  of  several  of  the  minor  works  to 
London,  with  a  view  of  having  them  pubhshed  there.  The  "Hiero- 
glyiihic  Key,"  the  "Summary  Exposition  of  the  Prophets  and  Psalms," 
were  printed  during  his  stay  in  London,  as  well  as  the  first  two 
volumes  of  the  "Apocalypse  Explained."  The  remaining  manuscripts 
he  left  in  charge  of  Dr.  Speuce  in  1786,  when  he  was  summoned 
back  to  Sweden.  On  his  return  to  Sweden  he  instituted,  in  con- 
junction with  his  brother  Augustus  Nordenskold,^^  and  his  friend 
C.  B.  Wadstrom,'*''  the  Philanthropic  Exegetic  Society,  the  object  of 
wliich  was  to  pubhsh  the  writings  of  Swedenborg  in  the  Swedish 
language,  and  to  collect  documents  respecting  him.  There  was  hke- 
wise  published  by  that  Society  a  Journal  called  Samlingar  for 
Philantroper,  of  which  four  numbers  appeared.  The  Society  was  at 
first  very  prosperous,  and  counted  some  of  the  most  influential  men 
in  Stockholm  among  its  members;  but  it  was  broken  up  in  1789. 
After  its  dissolution,  Nordenskold  began  the  pubhcation  of  a  periodical 
called  "The  Citizen"  (Medborgaren),  which  was  interdicted  in  1789; 
in  1790,  he  published  another  journal  entitled  Allmdnt  Magazin, 
wliich  was  hkewise  j^rohibited.  Li  1792,  he  was  appointed  secretary 
to  the  Swedish  legation  in  Hamburg;  in  1801,  he  removed  to 
Anklam,  Pomerania,  and  thence  in  1807  to  Rostock  in  Mecklenburg, 
where  he  had  the  title  of  charge  d'affaires  of  Sweden,  and  where 
he  remained,  till  the  end  of  Ms  life  in  1828.  From  1822  to  1828, 
he  corresponded  freely  with  Dr.  Immanuel  Tafel  of  Tubingen,  and 
furnished  him  with  valuable  information  for  his  researches  into  the 
character  of  Swedenborg,  and  the  state  of  the  New  Church  in  Sweden. 
His  correspondence  and  hterary  remains  are  in  the  possession  of  Ids 
youngest  son.  Dr.  0.  von  Nordenskold  in  Berlin.  C.  F.  Nordenskold, 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  hfe,  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  integrity 
and  to  have  intense  love  for  the  New  Church. 
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NOTE  21. 

THE  OPENING  OF  SWEDENBORG'S  SPIRITUAL  SIGHT. 

Swedenborg  himself  gives  the  following  account  of  this  occurrence 
(Document 5, No.  15) in  the Adversarla,'Yo\.Jl,  nos.  1950, 1!)57:  ''Unclean 
spirits  of  the  lowest  kind  are  here  discussed,  siich  as  tliose  who  rule  the 
lowest  or  ultimate  parts  of  man,  aiid  who  excite  the  lusts  that  belong 
to  the  body  and  the  blood,  and  which  are  called  pleasures  of  the  senses, 
and  such  as  are  merely  corporeal.  Those  unclean  sjiirits  who  rule 
the  outermost  or  the  merely  bodily  parts  of  man,  are  called  frogs, 
by  which  are  understood  larger  insects,  of  various  forms.  Such  frogs 
once  appeared  to  me,  coming  out  [of  me],  and  indeed  manifestly,  so 
that  I  saw  them  crawling  before  my  eyes ;  and  very  soon  they  became 
collected  into  one,  when  they  assumed  the  appearance  of  fire,  and 
burst  with  a  noise,  which  when  it  reached  my  ears  sounded  like 
crackling;  after  that  the  place  was  cleared.  This  took  place  in 
London,  in  the  month  of  April,  1745.  It  was  as  if  smoke  passed 
out  of  my  pores,  but  on  the  floor  there  appeared  crawUng  worms, 
in  great  numbers."  That  this  occurrence  took  place  at  the  time 
when  Swedeuborg's  spiritual  sight  was  opened,  appears  from  the 
Adversaria,  Vol.  I,  no.  1003,  where  he  says,  "From  the  middle  of 
April,  1745,  I  was  in  heaven,  while  I  was  at  the  same  time  with 
my  friends  upon  earth." 

NOTE  22. 
DR.  GABRIEL  ANDERSSON  BEYER. 

The  following  account  of  Dr.  Gabriel  Andersson  Beyer,  of  whom 
Robsahm  says,  that  "he  was  the  only  one  among  tlie  clergy  who 
embraced  Swedenborg's  explanations  of  the  Scripture"  (see  Docu- 
ment 5,  no.  18),  is  taken  from  the  work  entitled  Nya  Kyrkan  och 
dess  infiytande  inl  Theologiens  Studium  i  Sverige  ("The  New  Cluirch 
and  its  influence  on  the  study  of  theology  in  Sweden"),  Part  III, 
pp.  12  to  26.  In  introducing  this  account  the  autlior  says:  "We 
have  looked  in  vain  for  Beyer's  name  in  the  'Biographical  Diction- 
ary of  Celebrated  Swedes.'  That  work  contains  an  account,  indeed, 
of  the  professor  of  eloquence.  Dr.  Jolian  Roson,  but  does  not  mention 
anytliing  about  his  relation  to  the  New  Church.  Nay,  even  in  the 
"History  of  the  Bishopric  of  Gottenburg  and  its  clergymen,"  by 
S.  P.  and  J.  G.  Bexell,  we  have  found  only  the  name  of  Beyer, 
the  year  when  he  received  his  academical  honours,   and  the  year  of 
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his  death.  For  the  additional  information  which  vve  are  able  to 
give  in  the  present  account,  we  have  to  thank  a  friend,  Dr.  Ek,  who 
several  years  ago,  while  still  professor  at  the  Gymnasium  of  Grotten- 
Ijurg,  furnished  us  with  some  information  about  Beyer  and  Rosen, 
and  the  religious  trial  which  clouded  the  last  years  of  their  lives. 
The  rest  we  have  collected,  partly  from  Grerman  and  English  sources, 
and  partly  fi-om  some  learned  men,  who  were  personally  acquainted 
with  these  first  promoters  of  the  new  doctrine  in  Sweden. 

"Gabriel  Andersson  Beyer  was  born  in  Bohuslan.  The  year  of 
his  birth  is  not  mentioned  in  the  'History  of  the  Bishopric  of  Gotten- 
burg.'  Other  sources  also,  which  the  author  consulted,  did  not  con- 
tain information  on  this  subject.  Of  his  childliood  and  early  man- 
hood nothing  is  known,  except  that,  after  finishing  his  preparatory 
coui'se  in  the  classical  school  at  Gottenburg,  he  was  admitted  into 
its  gymnasium  in  1734,  at  the  same  time  with  Eric  Lamberg, 
aftei'wards  Bishop  of  Gottenburg,  who  in  the  trial  above-mentioned 
evinced  such  an  unfriendly  disposition  towards  his  former  school 
companion  and  present  colleague  (in  a  subordinate  capacity) 
in  the  Board  of  the  Consistory.  Both  left  the  gymnasium 
at  the  same  time,  namely  in  the  autumn  of  1739,  Lamberg  going 
to  Upsal,  and  Beyer  to  Lund.  Among  twenty  members  of  the 
gynmasium  who  went  to  the  universities,  Montin,  the  dean  of  the 
gymnasium  for  the  time  being  and  the  professor  of  theology,  pointed 
out  these  two  as  classical  scholars,  who  were  already  able  to  com- 
pose short  dissertations  in  the  leajrned  languages.  After  taking  the 
degree  of  master  of  philosophy  at  Limd,  in  1745,  Beyer  received 
the  appointment  of  notary  in  the  Consistory  of  Gottenburg  in 
1748;  he  was  made  Professor  of  Greek  in  1752,  and  ten  years  after 
he  became  doctor  of  theology.  In  his  cajjacity  of  professor, 
Dr.  Beyer  delivered  several  orations  on  anniversaries,  the  subjects 
of  which  were  taken  either  from  classical  hterature,  or  bibHcal  philo- 
logy. He  seems  to  have  been  an  abler  Latin  scholar  than  a  speaker 
in  his  owTi  language. 

"Beyer's  acquaintance  with  Swedenborg  took  place  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  In  the  year  1766,  Swedenborg  arrived  at  Gottenburg 
for  the  purpose  of  continuing  his  journey  thence  to  England.  Im- 
mediately after  his  arrival  he  engaged  a  berth  in  a  ship,  wliich  was 
to  set  sail  for  London  in  a  few  days.  During  his  stay  at  Gotten- 
burg, Beyer  happened  by  chance  to  make  his  acquaintance,  and  as 
he  did  not  know  Swedenborg  personally,  but  only  by  hearsay,  and 
as  he  shared  the  prejudices  of  those  times  with  regard  to  his  religious 
views,  he  was  very  much  astonished,  when  he  found  Swedenborg 
discoursing  in  a  most  sensible  manner,  and  without  the  least  indication 
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of  any  confusion  in  his  imagination  and  thoughts,  of  which  he  had 
been  suspected.  The  next  daj'  he  invited  Swedenboi'g  to  dine  in 
company  with  Dr.  Eosen.  After  dinner  Beyer  expressed  a  desire 
to  hear  in  the  presence  of  Eosen  a  brief  statement  of  Swedenborg's 
rehgious  system.  The  latter,  therefore,  gave  him  a  sketch  of  his 
views  with  the  ardour  of  inspiration  and  with  logical  clearness  in 
aU  his  arguments,  so  that  both  his  hearers  were  very  much  aston- 
ished. They  did  not  interrupt  his  statement,  but  after  he  had  con- 
cluded it,  Beyer  begged  Swedenboi-g  to  leave  with  him  on  the 
morrow,  when  they  would  meet  again  at  the  house  of  Mr.  "Wenngren, 
a  merchant,  a  written  account  of  the  points  of  his  statement. 
Swedeuborg  promised  to  do  so,  and  the  next  day,  on  meeting 
Beyer,  he  told  him  with  visible  emotion,  while  handing  him  this 
wiitten  statement:  'My  friend,  from  this  day  the  Lord  has  placed 
you  in  conjunction  with  his  heaven,  and  liis  angels  are  at  the  present 
moment  surrounding  you.'  These  words  naturally  made  a  deep 
impression  ujjon  Beyer,  as  well  as  upon  the  whole  company  present. 
Beyer's  imiversaUy  known  piety  lent  weight  and  importance  to  the 
seer's  words,  and  made  them  seem  probable.  Immediately  after 
])ronouncing  these  words,  he  took  leave,  and  the  next  day  he 
started  for  England.  Tliis  account  was  furnished  to  one  of  the 
editors  of  the  "Xew  Jerusalem  Magazine'  [1790],  by  Mr.  Wenngren, 
who  was  still  li\ang  at  Grottenburg,  in  178G,  where  he  made  tliis 
commimication. 

"All  the  time  that  Beyer  could  spare  from  the  arduous  duties  of 
his  professorship,  he  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  works  for  the 
spread  of  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  Besides  a  'Collection 
of  Sermons,'  which  was  the  cause  of  his  accusation  before  the  Con- 
sistory, he  composed  the  fiivst  catechism  on  Swedenboi-g's  principles. 
This  little  work,  which  won  much  applause,  circulated  for  some  time 
in  manuscript  among  the  members  of  the  New  Church,  and  after 
the  death  of  the  author  was  pubhshed  in  Copenhagen  by  Manner- 
feldt.  Under  the  title  of  Cursus  Fhilosophicus ,  Beyer  wrote  a 
summary  of  Swedenborg's  religious  i^hilosopliy,  which  was  preserved 
only  by  those  of  his  friends  who  took  the  trouble  to  copy  it.  This 
exposition  seems  to  have  constituted  his  lectures  (Dictafa)  which 
his  enemies  regarded  as  dangerous  for  the  students  of  the  gymnasium, 
and  concerning  which  Assessor  Aurell  and  Dean  Ekebom  stated  in 
the  trial  before  the  Consistory,  that  they  were  received  by  the 
students  vnih,  whisthng  and  stamiiing.  They  were  also  talked  about 
all  over  the  kingdom  as  literary  balderdash,  from  which  learned 
institutions  ought  to  be  preserved.  Thus  a  false  idea  of  ortliodoxy 
may  excite  fanaticism  both  in  the  minds  of  the  old  and  of  the  young! 

40 
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"The  work  by  which  Beyer  most  served  the  cause  to  which  he 
had  devoted  himself,  is  his  Index  initialis  in  opera  SweHenborgii 
theologica  tripartita,  and  which  was  printed  in  Amsterdam,  in  1779. 
This  is  an  extensive  lexicographical  work  upon  which  Beyer  was 
occupied  for  thirteen  j'ears,  and  which  affords  evidence  of  the  closest 
acquaintance  with  the  contents  of  Swedenborg's  works,  and  of  a 
rare  accuracy  on  the  part  of  the  author.  After  he  had  finished  this 
laborious  work,  and  had  sent  the  last  sheet  of  the  manuscript  to 
Amsterdam,  he  became  ill,  and  died  a  few  days  afterwards,  in  the 
year  1779.  Beyer  seems  to  have  been  more  successful  as  a  lexico- 
grapher, than  as  a  preacher,  and  to  have  been  generally  quahfied 
more  for  the  professor's  chair  than  for  the  pulpit.  The  language  in 
his  collection  of  sermons,  of  which  a  new  edition  has  been  lately 
published,  is  wanting  in  precision  and  is  stiff  and  diffuse.  On  that 
account  his  sermons  did  not  meet  with  great  success.  Their  sub- 
stance manifests,  however,  Beyer's  great  love  for  the  external  and 
internal  meaning  of  the  Sacred  Scripture,  and  shows  how  deej)ly  he 
was  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Swedenborg's  writings. 

"By  those  persons  who  either  knew  Beyer  personally  or  who 
heard  him  described  by  others,  he  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of 
the  purest  virtue  and  of  the  most  amiable  character;  to  have  been 
pious,  simple-minded,  humble,  and  frank;  gentle  and  concihatory 
with  others ;  strict  and  severe  towards  himself;  faithful  to  his  con- 
victions; persevering  in  his  undertakings,  and  filled  with  the  warmest 
sympatliies  for  every  thing  that  appeared  to  him  beautiful,  true, 
good,  and  sacred.  For  his  defection  from  the  strict  Lutheranism  of 
his  times,  he  had  to  pay  deai'ly  enough  in  his  life-time.  Posteri- 
ty that  has  examined  this  with  impartial  eyes  and  in  its  proper 
light,  has  not  found  in  it  anything  blameworthy.  Its  judgment  has 
been  less  austere  than  that  of  Beyer's  former  companion  at  school. 
Bishop  Lamberg,  and  of  several  of  his  colleagues. 

"Beyer  left  a  son,  Anders  Beyer,  who  became  dean  and  pastor 
somewhere  in  the  diocese  of  Gottenburg.  From  Swedenborg's  letter 
to  Beyer,  dated  October  30,  1769,  it  appears  that  he  was  already 
a  widower  at  that  time." 

Swedenborg's  Correspondence  with  Dr.  Beyer,  which  is  contained 
in  Section  IX,  constitutes  one  of  the  most  valuable  sources  of  in- 
formation respecting  Swedenborg  during  the  last  years  of  his  life 
upon  earth. 
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NOTE  23. 
ANDERS  GAEL  RUTSTEOM. 

Anders  Carl  Eutstrom,  (see  Document,  5,  No.  18,)  an  able 
clergyman,  who  was  persecuted  during  the  whole  of  his  official  life 
by  the  Consistory  of  Stockholm,  on  account  of  his  pietistic  or 
Moravian  sentiments.  In  1752,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Hedvig 
Eleouora  parish  in  Stockholm;  and  in  1757,  in  Ladugardslandet,  by 
which  he  obtained  a  seat  in  the  Consistory.  In  1705,  his  enemies 
succeeded  in  not  only  depriving  liim  of  his  office,  but  even  in  banish- 
ing him  fi'om  Sweden.  For  four  years  he  lived  in  Hamburg  and 
Copenhagen,  until  he  was  re-called  in  1769  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Diet  at  Norrkoping.  On  his  retiu'n  the  clergy  protested  against  his 
re-instatement  in  office,  and  even  succeeded  in  having  him  confined 
in  prison,  "on  account  of  his  dangerous  character."  There  he  died 
in  1772. 

NOTE  24. 

EDWAED  CAELESON. 

Edward  Carleson  (see  Document  5,  No.  19),  President  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Commerce,  was  born  in  1704,  and  died  in  1768.  In  comjDauy 
with  Baron  vonHopken  he  undertook  a  long  journey,  from  1732  to 
1746,  to  eastern  coimtries  for  the  jj^rj^ose  of  collecting  information 
useful  for  the  commerce  of  Sweden  (see  Note  134). 

NOTE  25. 

CAEL  EEINHOLD  BEECH. 

Carl  Eeinhold  Berch  (see  Document  5,  No.  10),  CoimciUor  of  Chan- 
cery, was  bom  in  1706,  and  died  in  1777.  He  was  a  very  learned 
man,  and  a  great  numismatician ;  he  was  a  member  of  all  the  learned 
societies  in  Sweden,  and  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  of  London. 

NOTE  26. 

SWEDENBOEG  ON  TOOTH-ACHE. 

Cfr.  Arcana  Coelestia,  No.  5720,  where  Swedenborg  says  as 
follows:  "There  were  hypocrites  with  me,  namely  such,  as  spoke  in 
a  holy  manner  on  Divine  things,  and,  indeed,   in  such  a  manner  as 
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though  they  were  affected  with  a  love  for  the  general  welfare  and 
the  neighbour,  and  as  if  thej^  loved  justice  and  equity,  when  yet  in 
theii-  hearts  they  despised  and  ridiculed  these  things.  When  leave 
was  given  them  to  flow  into  those  parts  of  the  body  wliich 
corresponded  to  them  in  an  oiDposite  sense,  they  caused  tooth-ache, 
and  when  they  were  very  near  to  me,  they  caused  such  a  severe 
pain,  that  I  could  hardly  bear  it;  and  in  projDortion  as  they  retreated, 
the  pain  left  me." 

NOTE  27. 

THE  STATEMENT  THAT  SWEDENBORG  HAD  A  MISTRESS 
CONSIDERED. 

The  accuracy  of  the  statement  made  inDocumentS,  No.  36,  we  contest 
for  the  follo^dug  reasons :  First,  because  it  refers  to  a  jDeriod  in  Sweden- 
borg's  life,  when  Robsahm  was  not  personally  acquainted  with  liim,  and 
because  he  relates  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  hearsay;  further,  in  Note  19 
we  famish  a  proof  that  what  Robsahm  relates  of  Swedenborg's  earlier 
Hfe  is  not  perfectly  reliable.  Secondly,  after  the  establishment  of 
the  Philantlu-opic-Exegetic  Society  (see  Note  20),  in  1786,  "Robsahm's 
Memoirs,"  were  brought  before  that  Society  for  discussion  and  approval. 
For  in  an  abstract  of  the  Proceedings  of  that  body,  wliich  is  in 
possession  of  the  Society  of  the  New  Church  in  Stockholm,  the 
editor  of  these  documents  found  two  emendations  of  "Robsahm's 
Memoirs,"  which  have  been  appended  by  him  as  Nos.  53  and  54  to 
Robsahm's  account.  No.  53  is  an  emendation  of  this  gentleman's 
account  of  Swedenborg's  interview  with  Queen  Louisa  Uliica,  con- 
tained in  his  No.  46;  and  at  the  close  of  this  amended  account  is 
added,  "The  above  was  written  with  his  o^vn  hand  by  His  Excellency, 
Count  Hopken,  Feb.  9,  1784,  after  he  had  read  Robsahm's  Life  of 
Swedenborg,  and  he  desired  this  to  be  appended  to  the  same." 
Immediately  after  this  statement  of  Count  Hopken,  in  the  abstract 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Philanthropic-Exegetic  Society,  there  comes 
our  No.  54,  which  is  an  emendation  of  Robsahm's  No.  36.  Tlais  was 
laid  before  the  Society  on  March  28,  1789.  Prom  this  amended 
account  it  appears  that  Swedenborg  in  his  younger  years  was  in 
love  with  Emerentia,  the  second  daughter  of  Polhem,  the  Councillor 
of  Commerce,  and  that  she  was  promised  in  marriage  to  him  by  her 
father;  but  that  when  Swedenborg  discovered  that  his  love  was  not 
returned,  he  left  the  house  with  a  solenm  oath,  "never  more  to  fix 
his  affections  upon  any  lady,  and  still  less  to  enter  into  any  other 
engagement  of  marriage."     This  vow,  as  is  well  known,  Swedenborg 
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kept  to  the  end  of  his  life.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  instead  of 
having-  had  a  mistress  in  his  younger  years,  as  is  reported  by 
Robsahm  on  mere  hearsay,  Swedenhorg  was  simply  in  love  with  a 
young  lady,  with  a  view  of  marrying  her;  that  she  was  also  promised 
in  marriage  to  him  by  her  father,  but  that  Swedenborg  renounced 
his  claims  upon  her,  when  he  found  that  his  love  was  not  returned. 

The  truth  of  this  statement  was  confirmed  by  Swedenborg  liimself 
in  liis  conversation  with  General  Tuxen,  by  whom  he  is  reported  to 
have  said,  that  "once  in  his  youth  he  had  been  on  the  road  to 
matrimony;  King  Charles  XII  having  recommended  the  famous 
Polliem  to  give  him  his  daughter."  "When  General  Tuxen  asked 
liim  what  obstacle  had  prevented  it,  Swedenborg  is  said  to  have 
answered,  "she  would  not  have  me,  as  she  had  promised  herself  to 
another  person  to  whom  she  was  more  attached." 

This  account  was  written  out  by  General  Tuxen  for  Augustus 
Nordenskold,^^  brother  of  C.  P.  Nordenskold,^*^  and  translated  by 
Augustus  Nordenskold  from  Danish  into  Enghsh,  and  published 
by  him  in  1790  in  an  appendix  to  the  "New  Jerusalem  ]\[agazine." 
In  tliis  account  Augustus  Nordenskold  makes  General  Tuxen  say 
further,  that  Swedenborg  had  told  him  besides,  that  "in  his  youth 
he  had  a  mistress  in  Italy."  Is  this  statement  correct  and  reliable? 
We  answer.  No!  for  the  following  reasons:  First,  it  is  proved  to 
be  incorrect  by  internal  evidence,  for  it  declares  that  Swedenborg 
was  in  Italy  in  his  youth;  when  yet  he  entered  Italy  for  the  first 
time  in  March,  1738  (as  is  proved  by  the  joiu-nals  of  his  travels), 
when  he  was  fifty  years  of  age,  for  he  was  born  in  1688.  Secondly, 
the  whole  of  General  Tuxen's  account  loses  very  much  in  weight  and 
importance,  as  the  Danish  original  has  been  lost,  and  we  have  only 
the  Enghsh  translation,  which  was  made  by  Augustus  Nordenskold, 
who  was  a  talented  man,  and  well  vei-sed  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
New  Church,  but  morally,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  utterly 
depraved.  The  venerable  Thomas  Dawes*  saj's  respecting  him,  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Swedenborg  Society,  which  is  dated  Jan.  14, 
1842:  "I  think  the  New  Church  should  not  wholly  dejiend  upon  the 
fidelity  of  Mr.  Nordenskold's  copying;  for  his  unchaste  conduct  dur- 


*  According  to  the  Intellectunl  Repository  for  April,  IRfiO,  "Mr.  Tliomas  Dawes,  formerly 
of  Yoxali,  in  tliO  coutty  of  Stafford,  was  for  mai  y  years  a  well-known  and  ardeni  reciiver 
of  tlie  doctrines  of  the  New  Church,  wlio  was  removed  into  the  spiritual  world  in  advanced 
age,  in  1S49.  He  and  his  father  were  the  instrnments  through  whom  the  late  Kev. 
E.  Madeley,  of  Derby,  was  introduced  to  the  writings  of  SwediMiborg,  of  which  Mr.  Dawes 
has  himself  left  an  interesting  account,  in  a  letter  published  in  the  London  'New  Jerusa- 
lem Magazine'  for  the  year  1828.  He  was  the  writer  of  several  papt■r^  in  the  'Aurora,' 
and  also  in  subsequent  periodicals,  the  secretary  of  the  General  Conference  held  in 
Birmingliam  in  1S08,  and  the  author  of  an  anonymous  -Treatise  ou  Kedemption.'" 
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ing  his  stay  in  Manchester  was  such  as  no  New  Churchman  could 
overlook."  A.  Nordenskold's  brother,  C.  Y.  Nordenskold,  says 
concerning  him  in  his  autobiography,  contained  in  his  work  "Con- 
siderations Generales  sur  le  Christianisme,"  etc.,  (p.  286)  without, 
however  mentioning  his  brother's  name:  "He  associated  with  persons 
without  morahty,  and  did  not  practise'  conscientiously  that  religion 
which  he  professed ;  whence  he  lost  the  interior  discernment  of  what 
is  good  and  true."  Can  a  man  who  receives  such  a  character  from 
his  own  brother,  be  trusted  in  pronoimcing  as  to  the  moral  character 
of  Emanuel  Swedenborg?  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  correctness  of 
the  translation  of  Augustus  Nordenskold  cannot  be  tested  by  a 
comparison  with  the  Danish  original  of  General  Tuxen — so  long, 
consequently,  as  a  man  "whose  unchaste  conduct  cannot  be  overlooked 
by  any  New  Churchman,"  and  whose  own  brother  testifies  concerning 
him  that  "he  had  lost  the  interior  discernment  of  what  is  good  and 
true," — so  long  as  such  a  man  is  the  only  authority  for  declaring 
that  "Swedenborg  had  a  mistress  in  his  youth  in  Italy,"  we  consider 
ourselves  fully  justified  in  rejecting  his  testimony,  even  if  it  did  not 
contain  in  itself  a  flat  contradiction.  (For  further  particulars  respect- 
ing the  character  of  A.  Nordenskold,  and  Ms  notions  about  wives 
and  mistresses,  see  Note  35.) 


NOTE  28. 
COUNT  ANDEES  JOHAN  VON  HOPKEN.    ■ 

Count  Anders  Johan  von  Hopken,  from  whom  proceeds  No.  53  in 
Document  5,  was  the  son  of  the  President  of  the  CoUege  of 
Commerce,  Baron  von  Hopken,  who  descended  originally  from  an 
EngUsh  family  called  Hopking,  which  had  emigrated  to  Grermany, 
and  thence  to  Sweden.  He  was  bom  in  1712,  and  died  in  Stock- 
holm in  1789.  After  having  received  a  careful  education,  he  tra- 
velled abroad  in  1730,  and  during  liis  journey  in  France  became 
a  member  of  the  Academie  des  Belles  Lettres  of  Marseilles.  On  his 
return  home  in  1734,  he  at  once  took  an  active  part  in  the  political 
affairs  of  Sweden,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Diet  in 
1738  when  he  was  but  twenty-six  years  old.  At  the  same  time  he 
took  a  great  interest  in  everjH;hing  pertaining  to  science  and 
literature,  and  he  proposed,  in  1739,  in  connection  with  Linnaeus  and 
others,  the  plan  of  the  Swedish  Academy  of  Sciences,  wliich  was 
instituted  in  the  same  year,  and  of  which  he  was  made  the  first 
secretary.  In  1741,  he  became  a  secretary  in  the  Department  of  the 
Exterior;  in  1746,  marshal  of  the  court,  and  soon  after  in  the  same 
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year  senator  or  councillor  of  state,  i.  e,  a  member  ot  the  Swedish 
executive  council.  Of  him  it  was  said,  that  he  rose  in  the  morning 
a  mere  secretary,  at  noon  he  became  marshal  of  the  court,  and  at 
night-fall  he  was  made  a  senator.  In  1752,  he  was  raised  to  the 
post  of  President  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  is  equivalent 
to  being  the  Prime  Minister  of  Sweden;  tliis  office  he  resigned,  or 
rather  was  comj^elled  to  resign,  in  1761.  In  1753,  he  projaosed  the 
plan  of  the  Swedish  Academy  of  Belles  Lettres  (Vitterhets-Academien), 
of  wliich  he  was  made  one  of  the  first  directors.  In  1760,  he  was 
appointed  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Ujisal,  which  office  he 
resigned  in  1764;  and  in  1773  he  was  again  appointed  senator  or 
coimcillor  of  state  (RilxSnldet),  and  continued  in  that  office  until 
1780,  when  the  infii'inities  of  old  age  comjDclled  him  to  retire  from 
all  active  duties. 

Count  von  Hopken  was  considered  one  of  the  finest  Swedish 
writers.  The  "Swedish  Biograpliical  Lexicon"  says  concerning  him, 
"It  was  especially  tlie  power  of  liis  thought,  the  force  of  his  expression, 
and  the  purity  of  his  language,  which  were  admired  in  this  statesman. 
But  although  he,  the  Swedish  Tacitus,  in  the  capacity  of  author, 
had  fairly  reached  his  Roman  model  in  the  pith  and  force  of  his 
style,  and  in  his  grand  mode  of  expressing  himself,  yet  his  character 
w^as  not  marked  by  the  same  freedom  and  decision  which  distingxiished 
the  Roman.  Thei-e  was  a  contrast  or  contradiction  between  his 
literary  and  lais  personal  chai-acter;  and  the  Swedish  Prime  Minister 
lacked  the  necessary  courage  and  decision,  which  would  have  enabled 
him  either  to  come  out  victoriously  from  fierce  storms  or  to  have 
succumbed  in  an  illustrious  manner."  Count  Hopken's  biograjjher 
alludes  here  to  his  dilatory  and  irresolute  way  of  shaping  the  policy 
of  Sweden  during  the  "Seven  Years'  AVar,"  when  the  Council  of 
State  were  equally  divided  as  to  the  policy  to  be  pui-sued  by  Sweden, 
and  when  von  Hopken,  instead  of  manfully  meeting  this  difficulty, 
absented  himself  from  Stockholm,  leaving  it  to  his  colleagues  to 
Aveather  the  storm  and  come  to  a  decision  as  best  they  could.* 
Count  Tessin  said  concerning  him,  in  the  Diet  of  1760,  "Count  von 
Hopken's  great  talents  are  quite  insufficient  for  our  present  emergency; 
and  are  of  no  more  use  than  if  an  Axel  Oxenstierna  should  rise 
from  his  grave.  He  is  a  dignified  speaker,  lie  writes  better  than 
any  one  in  the  country,  is  quick  in  finding  expedients  in  all  unforeseen 
matters — yet  what  is  the  use  of  all  tliis?"  The  Swedish  historian 
Geyer   describes    him   thus:    "He   was    more  profound    than   Tessin, 

*  See  on  this  subject  Documi-nts  195  and  196,  containing  Swedenborg's  views  of  this  affair, 
•wliich  are  slightly  different  from  the  above  version,  wliich  is  tliat  of  the  editor  of  the 
"Swedish  Biographical  Dictionary." 
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brilliant  whenever  he  chose  (for  his  disposition  was  sometimes  lacking 
in  readiness),  learned,  admirable  in  writing  and  speaking,  cautious, 
far-seeing,  a  sceptic  in  thought  and  in  character,  too  proud  ever  to 
be  a  favourite,  yet  sincerely  devoted  to  the  house  of  Holstein  to 
which  he  felt  drawn  by  an  hereditary  loyalty;  as  to  the  rest  he 
looked  more  after  his  own  interest,  and  therefore  was  unable  to 
execute  great  designs." 

In  his  letter  to  General  Tuxen  dated  ITay  11,  1772,  Count  Hopken 
stated,  that,  "he  had  not  only  known  the  late  Assessor  Swedenborg 
these  two-and-forty  years,  but  also  some  time  since  daily  frequented 
his  company."  This  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  Swedenborg 
seems  to  have  dated  from  the  winter  of  1759,  when  it  first  became 
pubhcly  known  in  Stockholm  that  Swedenborg's  spiritual  eyes  were 
opened,  and  that  he  enjoyed  intercourse  with  departed  spirits.  (Cfr. 
Baron  D.  Tilas's  letter  to  Count  C.  J.  Cronstedt,  dated  March  24, 
1760.)  In  this  letter  Baron  Tilas,  who  was  then  councillor  of  mines, 
writes,  that  "Senator  Count  Hopken  had  called  iipon  Swedenborg, 
and  stayed  with  him  from  two  to  three  hours."  The  interest  which 
Hopken  took  in  Swedenborg  seems  to  have  originated  at  first  en- 
tirely in  curiosity;  but  after  he  found  that  Swedenborg  was  sound 
in  mind,  and  most  learned  in  everything  that  concerned  not  only 
the  spiritual  but  also  the  natural  world,  he  made  it  a  point  to  collect 
all  his  theological  and  philosophical  writings,  and  he  also  request- 
ed from  Swedenborg  his  portrait  in  oil.  The  books  that  were  col- 
lected by  Count  Hopken  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Royal 
Library  in  Stockholm,  and  Swedenborg's  portrait  was  presented  by 
one  of  the  Count's  heirs  to  the  National  Portrait  Gallerj^  in  Grrips- 
holm.  Among  the  books  presented  to  Count  Hoj^ken  at  that  time 
by  Swedenborg  was  his  copy  of  Swammerdam's  Bihlia  Naturce, 
which  he  sent  in  place  of  his  OjJera  Pliilosopliica  et  Mineralia, 
which  the  Count  desired  to  possess,  but  which  Swedenborg  was  un- 
able to  send  to  him,  as  he  had  presented  his  own  coj^y  of  the 
work  to  the  Royal  Library  in  Stockholm.  The  copy  of  Swammer- 
dam  with  Swedenborg's  letter  of  presentation  to  Count  Hojaken  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Loven  of  the  Medical  Institute 
(Carolinska  Institutet)  in  Stockholm.  In  a  letter  dated  November  17, 
1769,  which  will  be  found  in  Section  IX  of  the  present  work, 
Swedenborg  meets  some  objections  of  Count  Hojjken  to  his  work 
"A  Brief  Exposition  of  the  Doctrines  of  the  New  Church,"  and  at  the 
close  of  the  letter  he  writes:  "Your  Excellency's  pleasiu^e  in  my 
writings  rejoices  me  at  heart,  and  I  thank  you  for  it  with  all  due 
respect,"  &c.  So  that  it  would  seem,  as  if  Count  Hopken  was  in- 
fluenced by  more  than  a  mere  feehng  of  curiosity  in  seeking  Sweden- 
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borg's  society.  Still  at  times,  as  while  conversinfj  with  or  writing 
to  2>ersoiis  of  a  sceptical  turn  of  mind,  Count  Hopken  himself  seems 
to  have  been  seized  with  a  similar  scepticism,  as  appears  from  the 
following  letter  which  he  wrote  after  Swedenborg's  decease  to  Mr. 
Wargentin,  the  Secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm: 
'•I  am  sorry  that  Agent  Seele^^*"  did  not  inform  me  sooner,  that 
the  late  Swedeuborg  had  sent  me  last  autumn  a  copy  of  his  last 
work.  If  I  had  heard  of  it  sooner,  I  might  have  done  my  duty, 
and  thanked  him  for  this  attention.  If  the  book  is  not  bound,  I 
wish  you  would  send  it  to  my  Commissioner,  Mr.  Nyren,  Blasieliol- 
men,  with  instructions  to  have  it  bound  in  English  binding,  so  as 
to  match  the  remaining  collection.  After  tlie  coronation  there  ought 
to  be  a  hundred  opportunities  to  send  it  to  Linkoping  to  Professor 
Alff.  That  honest  old  gentleman,  Swedeuborg,  has  spoken  about 
me  so  favourably  in  various  places,  that  he  has  even  made  me 
his  apostle  after  his  death.  About  a  week  ago  I  received  a  very 
courteous  letter  from  an  unlaiown  gentleman  in  Denmark,  in  which 
he  entreats  me  for  his  own  and  his  wife's  sake,  to  give  them  some 
information  about  Swedenborg's  system,  and  to  act  as  their  guide. 
Never  in  my  hfe  have  I  been  more  surprised,  nor  have  I  laughed 
more,  nor  have  been  more  uon-plussed. 

HOPKEN." 

Ulfasa,  May  17,  1772.* 

The  unkno-wTi  gentleman,  of  whom  Count  Hopken  here  wrote, 
was  General  Tuxen  of  Elsinore;  and  although  Count  Hopken  was 
very  much  surprised  by  his  letter,  he  stDl  wrote  General  Tuxen 
a  very  interesting  account  of  Swedenborg  in  reply,  and  correspond- 
ed with  him  for  several  years.  In  his  letter  of  JFay  21,  1773,  he 
says,  "Your  correspondence.  Sir,  is  not  only  very  agreeable  to  me, 
but  also  very  edifying."  In  1786,  Count  Hopken  joined  the  Exegetic- 
Philanthropic  Society,  which  was  devoted  to  the  spread  of  the 
doctrines  of  Swedenborg,  so  it  would  seem  that  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1789,  he  really  studied 
Swedenborg's  doctrines  more  deeply,  and  became  even  to  some 
extent  a  believer  in  them.  This  appears  especially  from  the  letters 
that  he  wrote  to  General  Tuxen  after  1772,  which  will  be  found  in 
Section  IX. 

*  A  copy  of  tliis  letter  is  contained  in  tlie  "Bergius  Collection  of  Letters,'"  wliich  is  preserved 
in  the  Library  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm. 
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NOTE  29. 
EMEEENTIA  POLHEM. 

Emerentia  Polhem  was  born  June  ,25,  1703.  She  had  a  literary- 
taste,  and  was  known  in  her  time  for  a  work  on  Swedish  rhyme.  In 
1723,  she  was  married  to  Riickerskold,  councillor  of  the  Coiu't  of 
Appeals,  to  whom  she  bore  nine  claildren.    She  died  in  1760. 

NOTE  30. 
REINHOLD  RtJCKER  OE  ETJCKEESKOLD. 

Eeinhold  Eiicker,  called  after  liis  elevation  to  the  rank  of  nobili- 
ty Eiickerskold,  was  born  in  1690.  He  was  at  first  in  the  civil 
service  of  Stockholm,  where  he  remained  until  1720;  when  he  re- 
ceived an  appointment  as  provincial  judge  (hdradshofding)  in  a  part 
of  Dalecarlia.  He  married  the  same  year  his  first  wife  who  died 
in  1721.  In  1723,  he  married  Emerentia  Polhem,  whose  acquaint- 
ance he  probably  made  in  Dalecarlia,  where  she  resided  with  her 
father,  at  Stjernsund.  In  1749,  he  became  councillor  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  and  in  1752  he  was  ennobled.     He  died  in  1759. 

NOTE  31. 
SWEDENBOEG'S  MAEEIAGE  ENGAGEMENTS. 

In  the  sjDring  of  1718,  Swedenborg  joined  Polhem  at  Weners- 
borg  in  the  construction  of  the  locks  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Wener, 
and  on  Sept.  14,  1718  he  wrote  to  his  brother-in-law,  E.  Benzehus 
as  follows:  "Polhem's  eldest  daughter  is  betrothed  to  a  chamber- 
lain of  the  King,  Manderstrom  by  name.  I  wonder  what  jieople 
will  say  to  this,  inasmuch  as  she  was  intended  for  me.  His  second 
daughter  is  in  my  opinion  much  prettier"  (see  Document  81). 
From  this  it  follows  in  the  first  place,  that  when  Swedenborg 
became  interested  in  Polhem's  second  daughter,  Emerentia,  the 
latter  was  between  fifteen  and  sixteen,  and  not  between  thirteen 
and  fourteen  years  of  age;  and  in  the  second  place  it  follows, 
that  Swedenborg  was  actually  engaged  to  be  married  at  one  time 
to  Maria,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Polhem,  who  was  born  in  1698, 
and  was  at  the  time  twenty  years  of  age,  and  who  on  the  11th  of 
November    1718,    was    married    to   Martin    Ludvig   Manderstronij^" 
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chambex-lain  to  the  King.  This  engagement  Swedenboi'g  seems  to 
have  had  in  view,  when  he  declared  to  Greneral  Tuxen,  that 
"once  in  his  youth  he  had  been  on  the  road  to  matrimony;  King 
Charles  XII  having  recommended  Polhem  to  give  him  his  daughter; 
but  that  she  would  not  have  liim,  as  she  had  promised  herself  to 
another  person,  to  whom  she  was  more  attached."  This  statement 
of  Swedenborg's  could  only  have  applied  to  Maria  Polhem,  inasmuch 
as  she  was  actually  married  about  that  time  to  Manderstrom;  while 
Emerentia  Polhem  was  not  married  to  Riickerskold-^"  until  1723,  and 
she  could  not  have  been  engaged  to  be  married  to  him  at  the  time, 
because  Riickerskold  married  his  first  wife,  Anna  Margaretha  Linde- 
bom,  in  1720,  and  it  was  after  losing  his  first  wife,  in  1721,  that 
he  became  engaged  to  Emerentia  Polhem,  and  married  her.  From 
the  above  passage  from  Swedenborg's  letter  it  appears  also,  that  he 
was  really  more  interested  in  Polhem's  second  daughter,  Emerentia, 
than  in  his  eldest  daughter,  Maria,  and  it  seems  quite  probable  that, 
after  IMaria  Polhem  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  Manderstrom, 
her  father  promised  his  second  daughter,  Emerentia,  in  marriage  to 
Swedenborg — with  what  success  appears  in  No.  54  of  Document  5. 


NOTE  32. 
GABRIEL  POLHEM. 

Grabriel  Polhem,  born  in  1700,  inherited  his  father's  love  for 
mechanics,  but  not  his  inventive  genius.  He  assisted  his  father  in 
the  building  of  the  dock  at  Carlscrona,  and  also  at  the  building  of 
the  locks,  and  the  digging  of  the  Carlsgraf  canal,  near  Wenersborg. 
Afterwards  he  prepared  his  father's  inventions  and  papers  for  the 
press,  and  supphed  him  in  a  great  measure  with  the  assistance  which 
Swedenborg  had  rendered  him  before.  In  1752,  he  succeeded  his 
father  as  director  of  the  Mechanical  Institute.  He  was  never  married, 
and  died  in  Stockholm  in  1772. 


NOTE  33. 
SWEDENBORG'S  ESTRANGEMENT  FROM  POLHEM. 

The  only  additional  particulars  relating  to  this  occurrence 
(Document  5,  §  53)  are  contained  in  a  letter  from  Polhem  to 
E.  Benzelius,  dated  Carlsgraf,  April  18,  1719  (Document  84). 
It  appears  from  it,  that  Swedenborg  took  his  experience  with 
Polhem's    daughter     so    mucli   to  heart,   that  he  broke   off  for  tlie 
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time  all  intei'course  witli  the  family,  so  that  three  letters  which 
Polhem  wrote  to  Swedenborg,  were  returned  to  him  miojaened; 
wherefore  Polhem  wrote  to  Benzehus,  "As  I  understand  that  he 
is  probably  now  at  IJpsal,  I  must  beg  you  to  offer  him  my  greeting, 
or  else  to  send  it  to  him  by  letter  wherever  he  may  be  at  present, 
and  also  to  ask  him  to  favour  me  with  one  of  his  welcome  letters, 
which  are  so  much  the  more  acceptable  in  our  house,  as  he  has 
given  us  sufficient  cause  to  love  him  as  our  own  son." 


NOTE  34. 
ABBE  PERNETY. 

"Anton  Joseph  Pernety  was  born  Feb.  13,  1716.  In  the  year 
1763,  he  joined  the  order  of  the  Benedictines,  and  after  some  time 
was  made  Abbot  of  St.  Grermain.  In  1763,  he  went  with  Bougain- 
ville to  the  Malouinian  Islands,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  them 
in  the  name  of  Prance.  He  afterwards  favoured  the  dissolution  of 
the  order  of  the  Benedictines;  and  as  his  wishes  were  not  reahzed, 
he  left  the  chapter  and  his  order,  and  accepted  from  Frederic  the 
Great  an  invitation  to  Prussia.  He  was  appointed  by  him  chief 
librarian  of  the  public  Hbrary,  and  a  member  of  the  Eoyal  Academy 
of  Sciences  and  Fine  Arts  in  Berlin;  he  was  hkewise  a  member  of 
the  Academy  of  Florence.  After  some  time  he  received  the  abbey 
of  Biirgel  in  Thuringia.  In  the  years  1781  and  1782,  he  became 
acquainted  with  several  of  Swedenborg's  followers,  and  collected  his 
notices  concerning  him.  With  difficulty  he  was  allowed  to  resign 
his  j)osition  in  Berhn,  and  return  in  1783  to  Paris.  He  then 
hved  for  some  time  in  Valence,  but  finally  retired  to  Avignon, 
where  he  resided  during  the  French  Eevolution.  Although  he  kept 
aloof  from  everything  that  savoured  of  pohtics,  maintained  silence, 
and  lived  in  retirement,  still  he  was  made  a  prisoner,  and  was  not 
released  until  the  9th  Thermidor.  He  died  "in  the  year  1801."  This 
notice  of  Pernety  we  translate  from  Dr.  I.  Tafel's  Glerman  edition 
of  the  Swedenborg  Documents,  Vol.  I,  p.  69.  To  it  we  may  add, 
on  the  authority  of  C.  Lenning's  "Encyclopaedic  der  Freimauerei" 
(Encycloptedia  of  Freemasonry),  that  at  Avignon  Pernety  established 
a  secret  society  which  made  use  of  masonic  formulae  and  emblems. 
This  Society  which  Lenning  calls  "Academic  ou  Societe  des  lUumines 
d' Avignon,"  had  besides  the  three  degrees  of  John,  one  higher  degree, 
which  was  based  on  the  doctrines  of  St.  Martin  and  Swedenborg, 
and  which   was   called  "the  true  mason."     It  is   quite  possible  that 
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Pemety's  connection   -with   that   society   sulijected   him  to   im])iison- 
ment.* 

Diemlonne  Thiebault,  another  member  of  the  Academy  of  Berlin, 
in  his  "Souvenir  de  vingt  ans  de  sejour  u  Berlin,"  finds  fault  with 
Pernety  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  Swedenborg's  Revelations, 
but  on  the  whole  he  speaks  very  favourably  of  him.  He  says,  "In 
general,  my  colleague,  M.  Pernety,  was  very  learned  (I  speak  of 
that  leaiTung  which  is  a  matter  of  the  memory);  but  his  learning  was 
a  crude  and'imdigested  mass  (riidis  indigestaque  moles);  in  other 
respects  he  was  an  excellent  man,  moderate  and  good-natured,  so 
that  he  scarcely  ever  got  into  difficulty  with  any  body;  yea,  he  was 
obliging  when  it  lay  in  his  ijowei'.  In  society  he  preserved  habitu- 
ally a  precious  evenness  of  temper,  and  was  willing  to  believe  to 
any  extent,  without  disjiuting  with  any  one.  But  in  spite  of  this 
weakness  he  was  universally  loved;  especially  as,  to  all  his  other 
social  qualities,  he  added  a  discretion  wliich  stood  all  tests;  never 
did  a  word  from  his  mouth  require  the  least  exj^jlanation,  or  cause 
any  entanglement."  Compare  also  "Biograpliie  Uuiverselle,"  Vol.  33, 
p.  388,  et  seq.,  where  his  various  ^publications  are  enumerated. 

Notwithstanding  his  great  learning  and  his  many  good  quahties, 
Pernety  was  not  an  accurate  scholar,  nor  a  reliable  translator,  as 
may  appear  from  the  folloAving  criticism  which  was  made  on  his 
translation  of  "Heaven  and  Hell,"  by  the  French  translators  of  Sweden- 
borg's "Intercourse  between  the  Soul  and  the  Body,"  jsublished  in 
London  in  1785.  Li  their  "Prehminary  Discourse,"  p.  55,  they  say, 
"The  French  translator  of  the  treatise  on  'Heaven  and  Hell'  has 
committed  a  real  wrong  in  misrepresenting  his  author  almost  from 
beginning  to  end;  in  abridging  him  wherever  he  could,  when  yet 
he  is  nowhere  too  long;  and  especially  in  impressing  upon  his  reader 
an  error  at  the  end  of  his  note  to  the  paragraph  treating  of  the 
saints  of  the  Catholics,  where  he  says  positively  that  these  saints 
may  be  invoked,  in  contradiction  to  what  the  author  himself  teaches 
in  several  places  of  his  writings,  by  the  express  order  of  the  Lord 
from  whom  he  received  his  mission." 

In  much  stronger  terms  of  condemnation  the  Marquis  de  Thome 
writes  to  C.  F.  Nordenskold  on  this  subject,  in  a  letter  dated  Paris, 
August  11,  1783:  "Report,  Sir,  has  not  deceived  you  with  regard 
to  the  attachment  which  I  have  vowed  to  the  new  revelation.  No 
one  is  more  intimately  convinced  and  persuaded  that  the  works  of 
your  countryman  have  in  reality   emanated  from  the  Lord  for    the 

*  Some  further  account  of  tliis  society  may  be  found  in  Hindmarsh'B  "Rise  and  Progress 
of  the  New  Jerusalem  Cliiircli."  pages  41  to  49,  from  which  it  appears  that  that  society  was 
anything  but  a  New  Churcli  Society. 
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instruction  of  the  men  that  are  abeady  born,  and  that  will  be  born, 
and  for  the  institution  of  a  New  Church,  and  the  estabhshment  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ  upon  this  earth  forever  and  ever.  I 
long  unceasingly  for  their  propagation  and  success  in  the  spirits 
of  my  fellow-men,  and  especially  of  my  fellow-citizens.  But  however 
necessary  it  is  that  the  progress  of  this  revelation  shoiild  be  as 
raj)id  as  we  desire,  it  is  still  more  necessary  that  those  who  declare 
that  they  believe  in  them,  should  act  accordingly.  Ought  I,  for 
instance,  to  have  expected  that  after  impressing  upon  Abbe  Pemety 
that  the  translation  of  the  theosopliical  works  of  Swedenborg  required 
the  utmost  exactness  and  the  greatest  fidehty,  and  that  only  those 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  real  friends  of  the  new  revelation,  who 
admitted  it  without  reservation,  and  after  having  received  an  answer 
from  him  that  he  was  of  the  same  opinion — ought  I  to  have  ex- 
pected, I  say,  from  him,  six  months  after,  a  translation  in  wliich 
he  lops  off,  alters,  adds,  suppresses  and  transposes  at  his  liking, 
and  where  he  contradicts  without  respect  and  without  shame  what 
this  revelation  teaches  consistently  fi-om  one  end  to  the  other?  It 
was  no  doubt  in  order  that  the  abomination  of  desolation  might  be 
completed,  that  a  priest  of  the  Roman  communion  should  under 
the  pretext  of  beheving  in  the  new  revelation,  have  laid  his  sacrilegious 
hand  upon  it.  I  at  once  broke  off  correspondence  with  him,  perceiv- 
ing too  from  liis  letters  that  he  had  not  yet  freed  himself  from 
magic  (see  Note  42),  to  which  he  had  imfortunately  yielded  liimself 
before  becoming  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  your  countryman, 
and  which  has  rendered  his  mind  extremely  false.  This  was  the 
reason  of  his  placmg  at  the  head  of  his  translation  a  preface  which 
is  a  real  harangue  compared  with  those  of  Swedenborg  himself.... 
I  am  very  much  afraid  that  this  Abbe  is  the  friend  of  whom  you 
did  me  the  honour  of  speaking  in  yom*  letter;  I  hope,  however,  that 
you  will  not  be  offended  at  the  hberty  with  wliich  I  exjDress  to  you 
my  opinion  of  him;  being  convinced  that  you  are  not  balancing  be- 
tween the  Lord  and  him,  and  that  in  agreement  with  the  doctrine 
of  the  New  Jerusalem  you  do  not  attach  yourself  to  the  person,  but 
to  the  good  and  true  in  the  person." 

From  all  this  it  appears  that  the  testimony  of  Pemety  respecting 
Swedenborg  requires  to  be  very  carefully  examined  and  compared 
•with  other  testimony;  for  if  he  took  such  Hberties  in  translating  one 
of  Swedenborg's  works,  it  is  quite  possible  that  he  took  similar 
liberties  with  the  testimony  that  he  has  pubHshed  respecting  him. 
Yet  as  the  persons  who  sent  loim  this  testimony  were  still  living  at 
the  time,  and  occupied  important  positions  in  Sweden  and  England, 
he  could  not  well  have  garbled  their  statements  without  bemg  taken 
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to  account  for  it — wherefore  he  no   doubt  hesitated  before  altering 
it  materially. 

There  are,  however,  two  paragraphs  in  his  account  of  Swedenborg, 

namely  16  and  17,  which  we  consider  false   and  erroneous;  yet  the 

errors    seem   to    have   been  committed   before  the   account  reached 
Pemety,  as  will  be  shown  in  Note  42, 


NOTE  35. 
AUGUSTUS  NOEDENSKOLD. 

Augustus  Nordenskold,  the  elder  brother  of  C.  F.  Nordenskold,^* 
was  born  in  1754;  he  studied  in  Abo  in  Finland,  where  he  became 
much  interested  in  chemistry  and  mineralogy.  He  aftenvards  continued 
liis  studies  in  Stockholm,  where  he  became  an  auscultant  or  assistant 
in  tlie  College  of  Mines;  afterAvards  he  became  chief  of  a  mining 
district  (Bergsliauptman)  in  Finland,  and  was  admitted  a  member 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  During  his  stay  in  Stockholm,  about 
1773,  he  became  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Swedenborg,  which 
he  received  enthusiastically.  He  was  looked  upon  by  his  brother 
Carl  Frederic  Nordenskold,  his  friend  Carl  Berns  Wadstrom,^^  and 
other  ardent  and  zealous  admirers  of  Swedenborg  as  the  most 
intelligent  and  profound  student  of  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church 
at  the  time ;  and  in  a  limited  sense  he  deserved  their  praise.  During 
a  journey  abroad  in  1780,  he  found  in  London  in  the  possession  of 
Dr.  Messiter^  one  of  Swedenborg's  MSS.,  in  which  he  was  so  much 
interested  that  he  had  it  printed  at  once  at  his  own  expense.  This 
was  the  "Coronis;  or,  Appendix  to  the  True  Christian  Religion." 
On  his  return  to  Stockhohn  he  made  a  careful  examination  of  the 
Swedenl>org  MSS.  which  were  preserved  in  the  Library  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  and  most  of  which  were  in  loose  sheets.  All  these 
sheets  he  had  well  bound  at  his  own  expense;  so  that  the  careful 
preservation  of  the  Swedenborg  MSS.  is  in  a  great  measure  due  to 
liim.  The  most  important  works  also,  such  as  the  "Internal  Sense  of 
the  Prophets  and  Psalms,"  the  Index  to  the  "Apocalypse  Hevealed," 
the  Index  to  the  "Arcana  Coelestia,"  the  "Doctrine  of  Charity,"  the 
"Canons,"  and  several  other  works  were  co2iied  under  his  superintend- 
ence, and  some  of  them  were  taken  by  his  brother  C.  F.  Nordenskold 
to  England  in  1783,  with  a  view  to  their  publication  there. 

While,  however,  taking  such  a  great  interest  in  the  wi'itings  of 
Swedenborg,  he  unfortunately  became  impressed  with  the  fixed  idea 
that  he  had  discovered  the  secret  of  making  gold.  His  object  in 
trying  to  make  gold  was,  to  render  both  silver  and  gold  so  common, 
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as  to  revolutionize  society,  and  to  do  away  with  the  distinction  be- 
tween rich  and  poor.  Tliis  idea  he  connected  in  his  mind  with  the 
establishment  of  the  New  Church  by  the  following  process  of  reason- 
ing: as  by  the  good  and  truth  of  the  New  Jerusalem  the  church  is 
to  be  re-organized,  and  man  himself  to  be  regenerated;  so  he  concluded 
that  by  gold  and  silver,  which  correspond  to  goodness  and  truth,  the 
world  is  to  be  revolutionized  and  to  be  regenerated  on  the  natural 
and  political  plane. 

Bj^  his  learning  and  the  plausibihty  of  his  reasoning  he  exercised 
great  influence  on  other  followers  of  Swedenborg,  especially  Bergklint 
the  mining  engineer;  nay,  he  even  impressed  Baron  Munck,  the 
governor  of  Drottningholm,  with  the  idea  that  he  was  capable  of 
making  gold,  so  that  this  official  built  for  him  a  laboratory  in 
Drottningholm,  where  A.  Nordenskold,  together  with  Bergkhnt,  tried 
for  two  years  (1788  to  1790,)  to  carry  out  their  scheme  of  mak- 
ing gold;  but  when  they  did  not  succeed,  Munck  employed  Bergldint 
and  a  Captain  Appelqvist  to  coin  false  Russian  gold,  and  to  make 
false  Russian  paper-money,  making  them  beUeve  that  it  was  done  by 
order  of  the  King.  This  matter  leaked  out,  and  in  1792  Munck 
was  deprived  of  all  his  offices  and  honours,  and  was  exiled  from 
Sweden.  A  minute  description  of  all  these  transactions  is  contained 
in  a  j^aper  read  before  the  Academy  of  Finland  in  1867,  entitled: 
"Finish  Alchemists"  (Finska  Achemyster),  consisting  for  the  most 
part  of  letters  written  by  Bergldint  to  the  Nordenskold  family  in 
Finland. 

By  mixing  up  the  cause  of  the  New  Church  with  gold-making 
on  the  one  hand,  and  mesmerism  on  the  other,  the  early  followers 
of  Swedenborg  did  great  injury  to  the  cause  of  the  New  Church  in 
their  own  country.  This  too  was  the  cause  of  the  brealdng  up  of 
the  Philanthropic-Exegetic  Society,  of  which  both  A.  Nordenskold 
and  Bergkhnt  were  members.  It  was  not  A.  Nordenskold  however, 
but  Baron  Silfverhjelm  (see  Document  9  C,  Table  IV,  No.  2,  p.  91) 
who  introduced  mesmerism  into  that  society,  which  was  especially 
broken  up  by  the  attacks  and  satires  of  the  poets  Kellgr^n  and 
Leopold,  in  "Stockholm's  Post,"  of  which  the  former  was  the  editor. 

Augustus  Nordenskold  and  C.  B.  AYadstrom,^^  who  had  been 
the  president  of  that  society,  left  Sweden  in  consequence  of  these 
attacks;  Wadstrom  as  early  as  1787,  and  A.  Nordenskold  in  1790; 
C.  F.  Nordenskold  alone  remained  in  Sweden  and  defended  the  cause 
of  the  New  Church  and  its  adherents  against  their  assailants. 

It  is  strange  to  see  how  A.  Nordenskold,  while  being  consumed 
on  the  one  hand  with  a  fever  for  making  gold,  busied  himself 
intellectuallv   on  the    other   with    develoj^ing    the    idea   of  the  New 
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Church  according  to  liis  o\vn  notions.  So,  in  the  year  1790,  he 
l)ublished  in  Copenliagen  an  "Organization  of  the  Church  in  the  New 
Jerusalem,"  which  was  a  plan  how  the  New  Church  ought  to  be  consti- 
tuted. From  this  "Plan,"  which  was  published  in  quarto,  and  dedicated 
to  the  King  of  Sweden,  it  appears  that  he  had  some  singular  notions 
on  the  subject  of  marriage.  He  looked  upon  marriage  as  the  basis 
of  the  Cluirch,  and  the  strongest  bond  of  union  witliin  it,  yet  his 
ideas  on  this  subject,  which  he  maintained  he  had  derived  from 
Swedenborg,  are  opposed  to  the  doctrines  tauglit  by  Swedenborg  from 
beginning  to  end.  It  is  important  to  define  clearly  A.  Nordenskold's 
ideas  on  the  subject  of  marriage  and  concubinage,  as  on  his  testimony 
rests  the  assertion  that  "Swedenboi'g  in  his  youth  had  a  mistress  in 
Italy"  (see  Note  27).  In  his  article  on  "Marriage"  in  the  above  work, 
§  47,  he  says  as  follows:  "No  marriage  is  acknowledged  by  us  [i.  e. 
by  the  New  Church]  as  lawful  and  genuine,  except  one  which  is 
entered  into  within  our  Church;  consequently  no  other  except  where 
both  husband  and  wife  have  accepted  the  doctrines  of  the  New 
Jerusalem  in  conformity  with  §§  7  and  8  [i.  e.  except  those  who 
acknowledge  and  are  bajitized  into  the  two  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  New  Church].  All  other  marriages  are  looked  uj)on  by  us  as 
mere  concubinages,  although  in  accordance  with  the  civil  laws  they 
must  not  be  dissolved  before  death.  Whenever,  therefore,  a  man 
who  has  been  baptized  and  who  has  been  received  into  our  Church, 
goes   and   marries   a  woman   out   of  our  Church,  we  exclude  him  at 

once For  this  is  merely  a  bodily  connection,   which  with  us 

is  called  concubinage  or  maitress-slA^;  which  is  suffered  under  some 
conditions  ....  but  is  looked  upon  as  a  merely  external  union,  which 
has  no  interior  conjunction  with  our  Church."  In  §  54,  he  describes 
tlie  conditions  under  which  such  a  concubinage  or  tnaitress-shi-p  may 
be  entered  into  by  a  member  of  the  Church;  he  says:  "As  it  will 
naturally  happen  for  a  long  time  to  come,  that  in  our  Church  there 
will  be  unmarried  men  who  are  unable  to  marry,  and  mai-ried  men 
who  have  been  received  among  us,  but  who  have  un-Christian  wives 
despising  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church,  and  who  are  consequently 
compelled  to  live  in  an  inharmonious  marriage:  it  follows  therefore, 
that  if  such  men  are  so  strongly  imbued  with  the  love  of  the  sex, 
into  which  every  one  of  us  is  born,  that  they  cannot  refrain  from 
the  sex,  it  is  indispensable  for  the  sake  of  order  that  leave  should 
be  granted  them,  to  the  former  to  have  a  mistress,  and  to  the  latter 
to  have  a  concubine."  He  then  says  that  if  the  ])ishop  or  the  priest 
who  consecrates  marriages,  after  examining  their  cases,  give  their 
Avritten  consent,  the  former  may  live  with  his  mistress,  and  the  latter 
with  his  concubine,  and  concludes,   "If  tliis  is  observed  by  him,  he  is 
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nevertheless  a  dear  membei'  and  brother  with  us,  and  such  a  Ufe  is 
not  accounted  to  him  in  the  least  as  a  matter  of  rejoroof;  but  if  he 
does  not  report  his  case,  he  is  punished,"  &c. 

Language  fails  us,  to  describe  our  horror  at  seeing  the  doctrines 
of  the  New  Church  falsified  and  slandered  in  such  a  mannero  "Where 
does  Swedenborg  say  that  he  only  is  a  member  of  the  New  Church 
who  has  been  externally  baptized  into  if?  "Where  does  he  say  that 
those  only  are  united  in  true  marriage  and  in  conjugial  love  who  acknow- 
ledge the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church?  Our  very  pen  revolts,  at 
being  compelled  to  write  such  un-Christian,  and  even  blasphemous 
language.  Where  does  Swedenborg  say  that  a  wife  who  does  not 
acknowledge  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church,  though  it  be  from 
sheer  ignorance,  is  a  concubine,  and  not  a  wife?  Shame!  shame  upon 
any  one  to  say  so  who  has  had  the  privilege  of  studying  the  doctrines  of 
the  New  Church!  And  where  finally  does  Swedenborg  say  that  if 
the  wife  of  a  New  Churchman  does  not  accept  the  doctrines  of  the 
New  Church,  her  husband,  if  he  cannot  contain  his  lust  of  the 
flesh,  is  entitled  to  have  a  concubine,  provided  a  minister  of  the 
Church  give  him  written  leave?  No  wonder  that  a  man  who  held 
such  doctrines  and  who,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Dawes, 
(see  Note  27),  acted  according  to  them,  should  have  endeavoured  to 
whitewash  and  excuse  his  own  sin,  by  declaring  "that  Swedenborg 
himself  had  a  mistress  in  his  youth  in  Italy." 

At  the  time  A.  Nordenskold  was  pubhshing  his  "Plan  of  an 
Organization  of  the  New  Church,"  he  received  from  Ceneral  Tuxen 
(according  to  a  statement  which  the  latter  made  to  C.  F.  Nordenskold 
in  a  letter  dated  May  8,  1790)  liis  account  of  Swedenborg,  together 
with  certified  copies  of  the  letters  he  had  received  from  Count 
Hopken;  and  while  staying  in  Copenhagen  and  at  Helsingor  with 
General  Tuxen,  he  sent  to  his  friend  C,  Gr.  Wadstrom,^^  who  had  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Servante,  and  several  other  friends  of  the  New 
Church,  commenced  the  pubhcation  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Magazine, 
his  proposals  for  organizing  the  New  Church,  yet  leaving  out  all 
the  objectionable  portions  about  marriage  and  concubinage.  These 
proposals  are  contained  in  the  March  number  of  the  Neiv  Jerusalem 
Magazine;  while  the  letters  which  he  had  received  from  Greneral 
Tuxen  appeared  in  an  appendix  to  that  magazine. 

Thwarted  in  his  endeavours  to  make  gold,  and  driven  about  by 
his  restless  spirit,  A.  Nordenskold,  soon  after  his  arrival  in  England, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  his  friends,  embarked  for  Sierra 
Leone  in  Africa,  whither  he  went  in  quest  of  gold,  and  where  in 
the  interior  of  the  country  he  died  of  exhaustion  in  1792,  after 
having  been  robbed  of  everything  by  the  natives. 
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"We  conclude  our  uotice  of  Augustus  Nordeiiskold,  with  the 
account  given  of  him  by  his  brother  C.  F.  NordenskokF"  in  liis 
"Autobiograjjhy,"  contained  in  the  confiscated  work  "Considerations 
(ienerah^s,"  &c.,  to  which  we  had  occasion  to  allude  before.  This 
autobiography  was  written  by  the  latter  for  the  benefit  of  liis  chil- 
dren, as  may  appear  fioni  the  following  introduction  to  it  at  p.  270: 
"Tlie  kind  reader  will  no  doubt  pardon  us  for  adding  here  the  sum- 
mary of  the  life  of  a  father,  written  by  him  in  order  to  encourage 
liis  children  in  the  path  of  virtue.  This  faithful  recital,  the  truth 
of  wliich  we  warrant,  will  prove  how  much  Divine  Providence  inter- 
poses itself  in  order  to  save  a  mortal  who  trusts  in  God,  and  who 
tries  his  utmost  to  suifer  himself  to  be  guided  by  His  will."  On 
page  283  he  continues,  "God  speaks  sometimes  to  us  feeble  mortals 
in  occurrences  which  thwart  our  projects,  in  order  by  this  means  to 
act  on  our  reason,  and  save  us  fi'om  misfortunes;  and  when  any  one 
suffers  himself  to  be  directed  by  reason,  this  "is  not  superstition. 
Superstition  is  incompatible  with  true  religion,  and  on  that  account 
it  was  prohibited  so  severely  by  Moses.''  On  p.  284  he  introduces 
the  life  of  his  brother  Augustus,  in  order  to  exhibit  to  his  children 
the  sad  results  which  arise,  when  any  one  insists  on  following  liis 
o^^^l  ways,  and  refuses  to  be  guided  by  the  Divine  Providence.  He 
introdiices   his   brother  anonymous^,    calling  him  one  of  his  friends: 

"I  had  a  friend  who,  during  the  latter  j'ears  of  his  life,  told  me, 
that  he  never  engaged  in  any  enterjjrise  in  which  he  thought  his 
own  welfare  was  concerned,  without  meeting  with  so  many  obstacles, 
that  it  was  like  forcing  a  way  through  thick  walls.  He  observed 
also  that  when  he  actually  succeeded  in  any  of  his  undertakings,  he 
was  never  made  the  hapi^ier.  Nevertheless,  he  would  not  allow 
himself  to  be  corrected.  It  seemed  even  as  if  these  obstacles 
doubled  the  energy  of  his  will.  He  undertook  a  voyage  where  he 
would  be  exposed  to  great  dangers.  All  his  friends  dissuaded  him 
from  it,  but  neither  their  entreaties,  nor  the  affection  of  his  wife 
and  children,  nor  his  poor  health,  nor  all  the  reverses  and  ob- 
stacles which  he  encountered  before  starting,  could  shake  his 
resolution.  It  was  to  be  commenced  by  sea,  which  he  called  liis 
hell.  He  sailed  from  England,  but  the  captain  was  very  soon 
obliged  to  put  into  an  Irish  port,  to  take  shelter  from  tlie  storm, 
and  wait  for  a  favourable  wind.  My  friend  wrote  from  that 
sea-port,  that  he  was  seriously  ill,  and  was  obliged  to  borrow 
money  to  meet  his  exjienses ;  he  wrote  also  that  he  suffered  so  many 
pains  and  experienced  such  ennui,  that  he  was  often  on  the  point 
of  giving  up  his  journey,  and  returning  to  London  \vith  a  view  of 
abandoning  liis  great  entei'prise. 
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"The  vessel  sailed,  at  last,  and  he  left  the  place  where  he  had 
remained  over  two  months,  and  finally  arrived  at  his  destination. 
There  also  the  feehleness  of  his  body,  the  unhealthiness  of  the  sea- 
son for  travelHng,  and  the  counsels  of  his  friends  were  imavailing  to 
prevent  him  fi'om  pursuing  his  journey  into  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try;  but  he  was  inflexible. 

"He  set  out  with  a  caravan  of  merchandize  belonging  to  liimself, 
and  an  escort  of  tliirty  persons  whom  he  considered  trustworthy.  He 
had  no  suspicion  that  his  travelhng  companions  were  robbers;  but, 
while  on  liis  journey,  he  was  stripped  of  everything;  and  all  his 
great  projects  of  making  discoveries  in  natural  histoiy  and  chemistry 
and  of  finding  gold-mines  were  for  ever  dissipated.  Abandoned  by 
his  escort,  he  was  left  alone,  and  died  either  from  fright  or  from 
fatigue.  By  liis  death  his  wife  and  children,  whom  he  had  left  at 
home,  were  reduced  to  a  deplorable  condition,  and  I  who  had  under- 
taken to  pay  some  of  liis  debts,  am  still  a  sufferer  in  consequence. 

"Grod  certainly  intended  to  influence  him  by  the  reverses  that 
preceded  his  jom-ney,  and  induce  him  to  give  up  his  plan,  so  as 
to  secure  to  him  a  longer  life,  and  so  enable  him  to  repent  of  his 
evils  before  entering  into  eternity,  and  also  to  save  his  family  £i-om 
misery. 

"One  year  before  his  death  I  was  in  London  for  several  months 
daily  in  his  society,  and  I  foresaw  that  he  was  on  the  eve  of  a  great 
misfortune.  For  contrary  to  liis  ordinary  disposition  he  became  angry 
without  any  cause,  even  against  his  friends  and  benefactors.  He  put 
a  bad  construction  on  their  remarks,  wliich  were  spoken  with  the 
best  intention;  he  associated  with  persons  without  morals,  and  did 
not  practise  conscientiously  that  religion  which  he  professed.  In 
this  manner  he  lost  the  interior  discernment  of  what  is  good  and 
true,  or  those  presentiments  by  which  we  are  saved  from   dangers." 


NOTE  36. 
CHAELE8  BERNS  WADSTEOM. 

The  following  account  of  Charles  Bems  Wadstrom,  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  J.  A.  Tulk,  is  written  on  the  flyleaf  of  the  copy  of  the  "New 
Jerusalem  Magazine,"  which  he  presented  to  the  Library  of  the 
Swedenborg  Society:  "This  gentleman  came  from  Stockholm  to  Lon- 
don prior  to  the  year  1790,  and  brought  with  him  many  of  the 
manuscripts  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  such  as  the  "Diary"  and 
others.      He   was    a  man    zealous    in   the   propagation    of  the  New 
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Doctrine?,  and  liad  been  one  of  the  members  of  tlie  Exegetical 
iSociety  establislied  ■  in  Stockliolm  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the 
year  1790,  he  had  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  New  Church 
weekly  at  liis  lodgings  near  Tottenham  Court  Road,  and  was  chief 
editor  of  the  "New  Jerusalem  Magazine."  About  this  period  he 
was  busily  employed  in  a  plan  to  form  an  establishment  of  the 
New  Church  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  either  on  the  Island  of  Balam 
or  at  Sierra  Leone,  for  which  some  papers  inserted  in  that  Magazine 
were  intended  as  preparatory;  but  this  scheme  failed,  as  indeed  did 
most  of  his  schemes,  which,  it  must  be  confessed,  were  conducted 
^\ith  moi'e  zeal  than  prudence.  He  was,  nevei-theless,  warm  and 
sincere  in  his  attachments  and  pursuits ;  and  if  not  profound  in  judg- 
ment, of  various  knowledge  and  attainments.  His  manners  were 
Ijolished  and  micommonly  pleasing;  and  his  conversation,  by  his  inter- 
course with  all  ranks  in  life  and  his  knowledge  of  the  world,  was 
entertaining  and  instructive.  His  deUght  was  in  active  life,  and  the 
love  of  uses;  but  he  did  not  always  sufficiently  weigh  the  means 
of  action,  and  hence  to  his  moi-tification  was  frequently  disap- 
pointed 01  his  object,  and  involved  in  troublesome  consequences.  He 
quitted  England  in  distress,  and  became  still  more  involved  in 
difficvdties  in  Paris,  where  he  finished  his  unfortunate  career,  having 
died  of  an  asthmatic  complaint.  His  excellent  wife,  Ulrica  Wadstrom, 
followed  him  shortly  after  from  the  same  complaint,  leaving  an  only 
daughter,  who  was  conveyed  by  her  friends  to  Sweden." 

In  addition  to  these  remarks  we  are  enabled  to  give  some  further 
particulars  concerning  C.  B.  Wadstrom  from  the  notice  contained  in  the 
"Swedish  Biograpliical  Dictionary,"  and  we  may  also  mention  that 
the  Swedish  Academy  a  few  years  ago  struck  a  medallion  in  honour 
of  him,  and  had  a  careful  biographical  sketch  of  his  hfe  prepared  by 
one  of  their  number.  This  distinction  was  accorded  him  on  account 
of  the  interest  he  took  in  the  abolition  of  slavery.  In  the  former 
of  these  works  we  read  concerning  him,  "It  was  by  the  warmth  he  dis- 
played in  favour  of  the  aboUtion  of  slavery,  and  his  disinterested  efforts 
in  this  noble  cause,  that  Wadstrom  became  entitled  to  have  his  name 
immortahzed.  After  returaing  from  Africa  to  London  [in  1780]  he 
l^ubUshed  liis  valual^le  'Observations  on  the  Slave  Trade.'  This 
subject  had  already  begun  to  be  agitated  in  the  English  jiarl lament, 
and  the  pubUcation  of  the  Swedish  gentleman  excited  much  inter- 
est. William  Pitt,  who  was  prime  minister  at  iliat  time,  discussed 
this  subject  -with  Wadstrom.  He  was  invited  to  appear  before  the 
British  Privy  Council,  and  he  appealed  before  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  of  Commons,  to  furnish  the  information  which  was 
desired.     Wilberforce  now   redoubled    liis    efforts,    in  which   he   was 
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supported  by  Fox.  The  "African  Institution"  was  now  established, 
of  whicii  "VVadstrom  was  a  distinguished  member.  Its  members 
worked  Avith  the  greatest  zeal,  but  they  remained  for  some  time 
in  a  minority.  In  1794,  he  published  in  London  his  valuable 
"Essay  on  Colonization,  particularly  applied  to  the  Western  Coast 
of  Africa,  also  brief  descriptions  of  the  colonies  already  formed, 
including  those  of  Sierra  Leone  and  Bonlama" — a  magnificent  work 
in  two  parts,  quarto,  with  plates.  At  the  same  time  he  commenced 
a  manufactory  in  Manchester  at  his  own  exjoense,  but  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  with  France  it  failed,  and  he  lost  the  wliole  of 
his  ]Di'operty,  which  was  not  very  large.  In  1795  he  went  to  Paris, 
carried  thither  by  the  dream  that  the  beautiful  ideas  of  the  philosophers 
could  be  most  easily  realized  in  a  country  where  the  men  of  the 
street  had  by  a  revolution  seized  the  reins  of  government.  He  was 
well  received,  was  made  a  French  citizen,  and  received  the  kiss  of 
fraternity  and  equality  before  the  Directory.  He  published  now  his 
singular  work:  "Quelques  Idees  sur  la  nature  du  Numeraire  et  sur 
la  necessite  de  combiner  I'interet  du  Cultivateur  avec  celui  du  Nego- 
ciant  au  moment  ou  I'on  etablit  un  nouveau  plan  de  Finance."  At 
the  same  time  he  continued  to  labour  in  France  in  behalf  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  in  the  same  year,  1795,  he  pubhshed  his 
celebrated  "Address  to  the  Legislative  Body  and  the  Executive 
Directory,"  in  which  he  called  upon  them  to  make  common  cause 
with  England  in  this  matter,  at  least  so  far  as  to  extend  their 
common  protection  to  the  colonies,  which  according  to  Wadstrom's 
ideas  ought  to  be  established  along  the  coasts  of  Africa.  Supported 
by  Gregoire  and  Lanthenas,  Wadstrom  became  one  of  the  most 
zealous  members  of  a  Society  wliich  was  established  in  1797  under 
the  name  of  "Heunion  des  Amis  des  Noirs  et  de  Colons."  He  was 
one  of  the  principal  framers  of  the  rules  of  that  body,  and  was 
several  times  its  president.  While  engaged  in  this  work  he  died  in 
Paris  on  Apiil  5,  1799,  of  a  pulmonary  disease,  leaving  liis  worthy  wife 
and  an  only  daughter  in  distressed  circumstances.  His  considerable 
library  he  left  by  wiU  to  his  beloved  native  town  Norrkoping, 
where  it  is  preserved  in  the  large  haU  of  the  town  school." 

NOTE  37. 
SWEDENBORG'S  MARBLE  TABLE. 

This  table,  which  is  mentioned  in  Document  5,  §  10,  and  in 
Document  6,  §  5,  is  still  preserved  in  the  back-room  of  the  building 
which  is   at  present  assigned  to   the  use   of  the   College  of  Mines. 
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The  slab  is,  however,  broken  in  half.  Besides  the  jDack  of  cards 
mentioned  in  Peraety's  account,  there  are  a  comb  and  the  envelope  of 
a  letter  among  the  inlaid  objects.  This  table  was  purchased  by  Swe- 
denborg  during  his  fourth  journey  abroad,  which  was  in  1739,  and  was 
sent  by  him  to  Stockholm  in  1740.  An  account  of  its  reception,  and 
of  the  interest  it  excited  among  liis  friends,  is  contained  in  a  letter 
addi-essed  by  Lars  Benzelstierna''  to  Swedenborg,  dated  Stockholm 
Feb.  22,  1740,  our  Document  125.  The  process  by  which  such 
work  is  inlaid  in  marble  is  described  by  Swedenborg  in  the  last 
scientific  jjaper  which  he  commmiicated  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
in  1763,  and  is  contained  in  Vol.  XXIV  of  its  "Transactions."  It 
forms  Document  202  of  the  present  work. 


NOTE  38. 
JOHN  AUGUSTUS  ERNESTL 

John  Augustus  Ernesti,  who  is  mentioned  in  Document  6,  §  8, 
the  founder  of  a  new  theological  and  philoso^ihical  school,  was 
bom  in  Thuringia,  in  1707.  In  1734,  he  became  rector  of  the 
Thomas  School  in  Leipzig;  in  1742,  extraordinary  professor  of  ancient 
literature;  in  1756,  ordinary  professor  of  eloquence  in  the  University 
of  Leipzig:  in  1759,  he  obtained  in  addition  a  theological  pro- 
fessorship; and  in  1770  the  first  theological  professorship,  which  he 
held  till  the  time  of  Iris  death  in  1781.  Prom  him,  says  "Brock- 
haus's  Conversations-Lexicon,''  the  enhghtened  study  of  theology 
principallj'-  emanated,  in  so  far  as  tliis  is  founded  on  philology  and 
correct  grammatical  exj^lanation.  He  edited  a  large  number  of  the 
Latin  and  Grreek  classics,  and  on  accoimt  of  his  excellent  Latin 
style  merited  the  appellation  of  a  "Cicero"  among  the  Germans. 
Among  his  theological  writings  were  the  "Anti-Muratorius,"  (Leipzig, 
1755,)  his  "Opuscula  Theologica,"  (Leipzig,  1792;)  and  especially  his 
"Neue  Theologische  Bibliothek,"  in  10  Vols,  from  1760  to  69,  in  which 
he  attacked  the  writings  and  the  personal  character  of  Swedenborg. 


NOTE  39. 
COUNT  TESSIN. 

Count  Carl  Gustav  Tessin,  son  of  Count  Nicodemus  Tessin,  the 
builder  of  the  royal  castle  in  Stockholm,  was  born  in  1695,  and  was 
one  of  the  ablest  and  most  honourable  men  whose  names  are  recorded 
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in  Swedish  history.  In  1728,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  he  became 
inspector  of  all  the  royal  jialaces  and  gardens  in  Sweden.  In  1738, 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  House  of  Nobles,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  was  appointed  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Sweden  in  Paris, 
in  which  capacity  he  performed  some  very  important  services  to  his 
country,  but  at  the  same  time  greatly  impoverished  himself.  In 
1741,  he  became  senator  and  member  of  the  executive  council,  an 
office  which  he  filled  until  1761  to  the  great  benefit  of  his  country. 
In  1750,  he  was  requested  to  superintend  the  education  of  Gustavus  III. 
From  1751,  he  wrote  two  letters  every  week  to  the  prince,  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  give  him  just  conceptions  of  honour  and  virtue; 
these  letters  were  printed  in  1754,  and  translated  into  almost  every 
European  language;  the  Enghsh  reviews  of  that  time  styled  these 
letters  incomjiarable.  In  1754,  he  ojjposed  the  measures  of  the  King 
and  Queen  of  Sweden  for  increasing  the  royal  power,  and  therefore  fell 
into  disgrace.  In  1756,  he  abandoned  the  capital,  and  retired  to  his 
country-seat  at  Akero;  afcer  that  time  he  did  not  take  much  active 
interest  in  affairs  of  state,  but  busied  himself  chiefly  with  his  col- 
lections of  paintings,  engravings,  coins,  and  shells.  He  was  the 
founder  of  the  Swedish  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  and  his  house  in 
Stockholm  during  winter  was  open  to  all  artists,  and  to  men  of 
science  and  hterature.  In  1760,  he  made  the  acqviaintance  of  Swe- 
denborg,  and  described  his  interview  with  him  at  some  length  in 
his  Diary,  which  was  published  in  1819,  under  the  title  of  "Tessin 
and  Tessiniana."  His  account  of  Swedenborg  is  contained  in  our 
Section  X. 

Ehrenheim  describes  Tessin's  character  as  follows:  "It  is  important 
to  notice  the  zeal  he  displayed  in  his  youth  in  the  cause  of  freedom, 
and  his  interest  in  the  method  of  government,  inasmuch  as  this  was 
a  principal  feature  of  his  character  afterwards,  and  determined  the 
course  which  he  followed  as  an  officer  of  the  state.  It  might  be 
said  that  liis  first  bent  in  this  direction  he  received  in  his  father's 
house,  but  this  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  determined  his  actions 
for  more  than  thirty  years  afterwards.  It  was  no  doubt  an  in- 
terior conviction  with  him,  and  he  had  a  clear  conception  of  the 
possibihty  of  a  free,  independent,  enlightened,  and  happy  people, 
under  a  pacific  king,  seeking  progress  by  peaceful  means.  The 
proofs  which  he  had  given  of  patriotism,  industry,  talent;  his  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  his  ability,  his  skill  in  conversation,  and  his  in- 
dependent resources,  would  have  secured  for  him  an  exalted  position 
in  society,  and  made  him  an  object  of  attention  to  all  parties,  even 
had  he  not  been  invested  with  a  high  office." 

Gradd  wrote  of  his  intercourse  with  artists :  "He  treats  all  artists 
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like  brothers;  he  shares  his  means  with  the  needy,  and  stimulates 
theii-  zeal.  He  cherishes  the  fire  of  their  genius  by  encourage- 
ment and  reward,  and  by  pushing  them  into  celebrity.  His  spirit 
raises  and  elevates  them  above  the  mere  desire  of  gaining  riches  by 
their  works,  and  determines  them  to  do  their  best  for  their  own 
honour,  and  the  glory  of  their  country." 

Montgomery  says  concerning  him:  "If  one  examines  C.  G.  Tessin 
in  his  capacity  of  statesman,  courtier,  and  citizen  we  cannot  but 
admii-e  his  consistency,  his  strength  of  character,  and  his  patriotism. 
As  the  fii-st  man  at  Court  he  was  not  forgetful  of  liis  higher  duties; 
as  Prime  Minister  and  an  active  citizen,  and  as  a  warm  friend  of 
liis  King  and  country,  he  did  not  leave  out  of  sight  the  more  pre- 
cious love  which  he  owed  to  Grod,  nor  the  precepts  of  the  doctrine  of 
Christ.  He,  therefore,  never  made  any  compromises  with  his  con- 
science, and  never  took  any  step  as  statesman,  courtier,  or  citizen 
at  the  expense  of  his  conscience,  of  his  religion,  or  of  his  oath 
of  office.'' 

Coimt  Tessin  died  on  the  10th  of  January,  1770,  and  was  the 
last  of  his  name. 


NOTE  40. 

JACOB  BOHME. 

Jacob  Bohme,  see  Document  6,  §  16,  called  PhilosojjJiiis  Teutonicus, 
and  one  of  the  most  celebrated  theosophists  and  mystics,  was  born  in 
1575,  near  Gorlitz  in  Silesia.  He  was  the  son  of  poor  peasants,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  On  his  journeys  as  a  travelling 
journeyman  he  enlarged  his  experience  and  knowledge  of  tlie  world.  On 
his  return  to  (lorlitz  in  1594,  he  became  a  master  shoemaker,  and 
married  the  daughter  of  a  butcher,  with  whom  he  lived  for  thirty 
years  in  happy  wedlock.  In  1612,  he  published  his  first  work, 
which  he  called  "Aurora,"  because  in  it  he  kindled  a  new  hght  for 
those  who  desired  to  know.  Tliis  work  contains  Ids  revelations  and 
views  -concerning  God,  humanity,  and  nature,  and  it  evidences  a  fami- 
liar aquaintance  on  his  pai-t  witli  the  Sacred  Scriptures;  still  he 
made  use  also  of  the  works  of  other  writers,  as  Paracelsus,  Valentin, 
AVeigel,  and  others.  The  clergy  in  Gorlitz  opposed  his  book,  and 
had  it  condemned,  while  the  judges  declared  Bohme  himself  to  be 
innocent.  This  persecution  confirmed  Bolime  in  his  own  views,  and 
spread  his  reputation.  Persons  of  distinction  came  from  all  parts 
and  desired  to  see  and  to  converse  with  liim;  they  also  providep 
him  with  the  means  of  living,  and  of  publishing  liis  remaining  works, 
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which  he  did  after  the  year  1619.  These  works  were  the  cause  of 
additional  persecutions,  wherefore  he  went  in  1624  to  Dresden,  in 
order  to  have  his  writings  examined.  He  was  well  received  and  pro- 
tected at  Court,  but  after  his  return  to  Gorlitz  he  died  in  November 
of  the  same  year. 


NOTE  41. 
SWEDENBORG  AND  BOHME. 

We  do  not  object  to  paragraph  16  of  Pernety's  account  be- 
cause of  its  containing  statements  incompatible  with  Swedenborg's 
doctrines,  or  because  of  its  throwing  a  false  Hght  on  his  character; 
but  we  refuse  to  admit  its  genuineness  simply  because  Swedeuborg 
declared  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Beyer  that  he  had  never  read  the  writings 
of  .Jacob  Bohme.  His  words  on  this  subject  are  contained  in  a  letter, 
dated  Feb.  1767,  which  will  be  found  in  Section  IX:  "You  desire 
to  know  my  opinion  respecting  the  tvritings  of  Bohme  and  L.:  I 
have  never  read  them,  and  I  was  forbidden  to  read  authors  on 
dogmatic  and  systematic  theology,  before  heaven  was  opened  to  me; 
because  unfounded  ojainions  and  fictions  might  have  easily  insinuated 
themselves  thereby,  which  afterwards  could  only  have  been  removed 
with  difficulty."  The  information  contained  in  Document  6,  §  16,  seems 
to  have  been  conveyed  to  Sweden  by  Augustus  Nordenskold,  who 
was  in  London  in  1780,  thus  two  years  before  the  above  account 
was  sent  by  himself  and  his  brother  C.  F.  Nordenskold  to  Pernety. 


NOTE  42. 
SWEDENBORG  AND  HERMETIC  PHILOSOPHY. 

The  truth  of  the  statement  contained  in  Document  6,  §  17,  we  deny 
in  toto,  because  it  is  ojjposed  in  j^rinciple  to  Swedenborg's  doctrine  of 
discrete  degrees,  according  to  which  there  is  a  perfection  in  the  particles 
of  every  created  substance  in  a  threefold  ratio  from  the  outermost  to  the 
innermost  degree ;  the  innermost  degree  being  far  above  the  range  of 
chemistry.  On  tliis  subject  Swedenborg  says  in  his  work  on  the  "Divine 
Love  and  Wisdom,"  Nos.  195  and  197:  "T/^e  first  degree  is  the  all 
in  all  in  the  following  degrees;  and  the  reason  of  this  is,  because  the 
degrees  of  every  subject  and  of  every  object  are  homogeneous,  and 
they  are  homogeneous  because  they  are  produced  by  the  first  degree. 
For  theii"  formation  is  such  that  the  first  by  combining  or  gathering 
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together,  in  a  word  by  conglobating,  produces  the  second,  and  by 
this  the  third;  and  that  each  is  distinguished  from  the  other  by  a 
surrounding  covering.  It  hence  follows  that  the  first  degree  is  su- 
preme and  reigns  alone  in  the  succeeding  degrees:  consequently  that 
the  first  degree  is  the  all  in  all  of  the  succeeding  degrees.  Application 
may  be  made  of  this  to  the  muscles,  nerves,  matters,  and  particles 
both  of  the  vegetable  and  mineral  kingdoms,  to  the  organic  substances 
which  are  the  subjects  of  the  thoughts  and  affections  in  man,  to  the 
atmospheres,  to  heat  and  light,  and  to  love  and  wisdom.  In  all  of 
these  the  first  degree  is  the  only  reigning  principle  in  the  following 
degrees,  yea  it  is  the  only  substance  in  them,  and  because  it  is  the 
only  substance,  it  is  the  all  in  them."  From  this  princij^le  it  follows 
that  every  metal  and  every  element  preserves  its  identity  from  the 
outermost  to  its  very  inmost  essence,  that  gold,  therefore,  is  gold 
even  to  its  innermost  principle;  and  the  same  may  he  said  of  iron, 
copper,  mercury;  and  consequently  that  Swedenborg's  doctrines  are 
diametrically  ojjposed  to  the  assumption  that  any  of  the  baser  metals 
or  earths  can  be  changed  into  the  nobler  metals  of  gold  or  silver. 
Moreover,  as  early  as  1721,  Swedenborg  pubUshed  in  his  "Miscellaneous 
Observations,"  (English  Edition  p.  75,)  Reasons  showing  the  wipossihility 
of  transmuting  Metals,  especially  into  Gold,  where  he  expresses  him- 
self most  strongly  against  all  such  endeavours.  From  tliis  it  follows 
that  the  whole  of  paragi'aph  17  in  Pernety's  "Account  of  Swedenborg" 
is  false,  whei'e  he  states  that  Swedenborg  declared  "the  subject  of  the 
Hermetic  philosophy  to  be  true,"  i.  e.  the  finding  of  the  philosopher's 
stone,  by  means  of  which  gold  and  silver  may  be  manufactured  out 
of  baser  substances. 

Originally  by  the  "Hermetic  philosophy"  was  understood  the 
wisdom  contained  in  the  sacred  writings  of  the  Egy])tians,  known 
under  the  name  of  the  "Hermetic  writings,"  and  which  are  ascribed 
to  the  Egyptian  god  Thoth,  called  Hermes  by  the  Greeks.  These 
writings  contained  the  mythological  dogmas  and  history,  the  litur- 
gy, the  civil  and  religious  law,  the  rules  of  hfe  and  ethics,  and 
the  entire  circle  of  Egyptian  science.  In  the  third  century  after 
Christ  there  arose  the  school  of  the  New  Platonists  in  Alexandria, 
by  whom  the  philosophy  of  the  Greeks  was  combined  with  the 
science  of  the  Egyjjtians,  and  in  the  foui-th  century  after  Christ 
the  jiroblem  of  changing  the  baser  metals  into  gold  was  dihgeutly 
pursued  in  the  schools  at  Alexandria.  This  jiroblem  had,  however, 
been  studied  at  an  earlier  period  by  others,  who  declared  that 
they  had  dei'ived  the  secret  immediately  from  a  study  of  the  ancient 
Egyptian  writings;  wherefore  the  Emperor  Diocletian  in  the  year 
296  ordered  that  all  Egyptian  books  on  the  art  of  making  gold  should 
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be  burnt.  Nevertheless,  as  we  have  ah-eady  seen,  this  problem 
continued  to  be  pursued  at  Alexandi-ia,  and  was  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation,  and  gave  origin  to  the  school  of  the 
alchemists.  Later  alchemists  derived  their  art  directly  from  the 
Egyptian  Grod  Thoth,  whom  they  also  called  Hermes  Trismegistos — 
whence  also  the  art  of  making  gold  was  called  the  Hermetic  art. 

Among  liis  various  writings  Pernety  had  pubhshed  a  treatise  on 
the  "Mjrthology  of  the  Egyptians,"  in  which  he  presented  his  ideas 
on  the  "Hermetic    Pliilosophy."      This    treatise    was    much   relished 
by  Augustus  Nordenskold,   who,  as  we  have  shown  in  Note  35,  was 
very  much  interested  in  the  problem  of  making  gold,   and  had  tried 
many  experiments  in  order  to  realize  it.     In  a  letter,  dated  October 
30,  1781,  addressed  to  Charles  E.  Nordenskold,  from  which  we  have 
given    an  extract   in    our   introductory    note  to   "Pernety's  Account 
of  Swedenborg,"    Peinety  writes    on    the    subject   of   the    "Hermetic 
Philosophy"  as  follows:    "You  see  I  write  to  you,  judging  you  to  be 
an   honest   man,    who   will   I  beheve  at  some  future  time  belong  to 
the  number  of  Grod's  children  who    suffer  themselves   to   be   guided 
by  caution  and  wisdom,  and  whose  thoughts  and  actions   must   have 
for  their  only  object  the  glorification   of  our  good  Eather.     I  write 
to  you  as  your  upright  friend,  and  as  such  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
tell  you  that,  in  respect  to  the  subject  of  the  "Hermetic  philosophy," 
concerning   wliich    I  wrote   in  my    ti'eatise    on   the    "Mythology    of 
the  Egyptians,"    I  was  led  more  by  my    memory   than   by    a   pro- 
found knowledge   of  that  philosophy.     Tliis  treatise  contains  extracts 
from  other  writings,  to  which  I  have  added  my  own  views  on  the 
subject.     I  had  no  understanding  of  tliis   matter,   and  I  ask   Grod's 
pardon  for  the   error  into  which   a  j^erusal   of  this  book   led  those, 
who  thought  they  discovered  in  it  the  truth  which  I  was  unable  to 
show  them.     Still,  you  may  believe  that  it  is  a  Divine  science;  that 
God  reveals  this  secret  only  to  those  whom  he  sees  to  be  fit;  that 
the  philosophers  have  kejit  silence  where  it  was  their  duty  to   keep 
it;    that   it   is    imjaossible    to    understand  this   secret   except    by    a 
special  revelation  from  Grod,  wliich  will  supply  the  essential  points  that 
have    not    been    disclosed   by   the   philosophers;    and,    finally,    that 
this  science  will  not  prove  successful,  unless  God  indeed   commands 
the  angel  of  his  power  to  guide  the  artist  and  his  work.     You  may 
judge  then  yourself  whether  your  friend  possesses  indeed  this  secret, 
and  you  may  see  also  how  httle  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  the 
words  of  those,  who  declare  that  they  have  found  tliis  secret.     Let 
me  repeat  here   my   declaration,  that  this  science  is  the  mystery  of 
mysteries   of  the   all-wise  Creator  of  nature.     Depend  upon  it,   and 
as  a  faithful  fellow-brother  and  friend  extricate  the  gold  makers  and 
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alchemists  from  their  bootless  endeavours,  and  tell  them  that  they 
will  never  succeed,  unless  God  Himself  holds  out  liis  hand." 

Pernety's  advice  was  not  followed  by  the  friend  of  Charles 
F.  Nordenskold,  who  was  no  other  than  his  own  brother  Augustus, 
and  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  engineer  Bergklint,  undertook  in 
the  years  1788  to  1790  to  make  gold  on  the  island  of  Drottningholm. 
Proofs  of  tliis  we  furnisii  in  Note  35. 

In  answer  to  his  letter  to  Charles  F.  Nordenskold,  Pernety 
received  from  the  brothers  Nordenskold  the  account  of  Swedenborg 
wliich  he  pubhshed  as  an  introduction  to  his  translation  of  the  work 
on  "Heaven  and  Hell,"  and  of  which  we  gave  an  analysis  in  the 
introductory  note  to  that  account  (Document  6). 

If  we  take  into  consideration  the  peculiar  and  imreliable  charac- 
ter of  Augustus  Nordenskold,  who  drew  up  this  account;  and  if  we 
consider  that  he  made  another  statement  concerning  Swedenborg 
which  we  have  proved  to  be  false  (compare  Notes  27  and  35);  and, 
if  we  consider  further,  that  he  himself  was  guilty  of  those  practices 
and  views  with  whicli  he  charged  Swedenborg,  it  seems  more  than 
probable  that  the  story  related  in  paragraph  17  of  Pernety's  account  ori- 
ginated also  with  him,  and  that  it  grew  out  of  the  letter  wliich  Pernety 
had  wiitten  to  his  brother,  and  from  which  we  gave  a  long  extract. 

NOTE  43. 
MADAME  DE  MARTEYILLE. 

Louis  de  Marteville  was  ambassador  extraordinary  from  Sweden 
to  the  General  States  of  the  Netherlands.  He  died  April  25,  1760,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  in  Stockholm,  where  he  had  resided  since 
1752.  (See  "Neue  Genealogisch-Historische  Nachrichten  von  den 
vornehmsten  Begebenheiten,  welche  sich  an  den  Europaischen  Hofen 
zutragen,"  etc.  part  136,  Leipzig,  1761,  pp.  244,  247.)  Madame  de 
Marteville  was  a  sister  of  Chamberlain  von  Amnion,  who  had  been 
the  ambassador  of  Prussia  to  the  Courts  of  Holland  and  France.  Slie 
had  probably  been  with  her  brotlier  in  Holland,  and  had  tliere  made 
the    acquaintance    of  her  first  husband.     Her   second  husband,    the 

Danish  General  von  E ,  wrote  an  account  of  her  experience  with 

Swedenborg  to  a  clergjinan,  by  whom  this  account  was  inserted  in 
a  periodical  entitled  "Journal  von  und  fiir  Deutschland"  for  tlie  year 
1790,   pubUslied  by  von  Bibra.     After  communicating    the  letter  of 

General  von  E this  clergyman  pays  the  following  tribute  to  the 

character  of  Madame  de  Marteville:  "In  conclusion  I  desire  to  state 
that    I    was    personally    acquainted    with    Madame    de    Marteville, 
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that  she  was  by  no  means  a  sentimental  enthusiast,  but  possessed 
an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  world  and  of  hviman  nature,  and  was 
endowed  with  uncommon  prudence ;  and  on  account  of  her  intelUgence 
she  was  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  whole  of  Holstein,  in  which 
country  she  resided  during  the  latter  j)art  of  her  life.  Her  husband, 
with  whom  I  am  also  acquainted,  is  a  man  utterly  incapable  of  assert- 
ing an  untruth,  and  of  relating  wrongly  what  he  has  heard."  The 
account  given  of  this  occurrence  by  Chamberlain  von  Amnion,  the 
brother  of  Madame  de  Marteville,  was  pubhshed  by  the  Academician 
Dieudonne  Tliiebault  in  liis  work  entitled:  "Mes  Souvenirs  de  vingt 
ans  de  Sejoui-  a  BerHn,"  Vol.  II.  p.  254 — 257.  A  third  account  of 
this  occurrence  furnished  by  the  Countess  von  Schwerin,  a  sister  of 
Madame  de  Marteville,  who  lived  at  the  time  in  Berhn,  was  pubhshed 
by  L.  L.  von  Brenkenhoff,  in  a  httle  work  entitled  "'Paradoxa,"  part  II, 
Potsdam,  1789.  The  Countess  von  Schwerin  had  derived  her  inform- 
ation fi-om  the  daughter  of  Madame  de  Marteville,  and  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Legation,  Letocard,  who  was  at  the  time  with 
Madame  de  Marteville  in  Stockholm.  All  these  various  accounts 
will  be  found  in  Section  XI. 


NOTE  44. 
BISHOP  HALENIUS. 

Dr.  Engelbrecht  Halenius  was  born  in  1700.  In  1737.  he  became 
Professor  at  Upsal;  in  1752,  doctor  of  theology;  and  in  1753  Bishop 
of  Skara,  where  he  died  in  1767.  His  children  were  ennobled  under 
the  name  of  Hallencreutz.  His  meeting  with  Swedenborg,  which  is 
recorded  in  paragraph  30  of  Document  6,  is  confirmed  by  the  Swedish 
Biographical  Dictionary,  which  says  concerning  him:  "Bishop  Hallenius 
was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  theologians  of  Sweden.  He  possessed 
great  natural  gifts,  a  penetrating  understanding,  a  good  memory, 
and  a  great  faciUty  in  writing  and  speaking  with  force  and 
clearness.  His  j)rivate  character,  however,  was  not  stainless.  He 
was  very  avaricious,  and  it  is  said  that,  during  the  period  of  freedom 
[1719 — 1773],  he  was  involved  in  more  party-strife  than  any  other 
bishop.  He  had  a  controversy  with  Swedenborg,  who  at  one  time 
had  foretold  that  a  severe  iUness  would  overtake  the  Bishop,  of 
which  he  would  only  be  cured  by  an  entire  change  of  heart,  to  be 
brought  about  by  an  industrious  study  of  Swedenborg's  theological 
works;  a  prophecy  which  is  said  to  have  been  literally  fulfilled."  See 
also  in  Section  XI  an  account  furnished  by  the  widow  of  Professor 
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Risell  of  Upsal,  a  daughter  of  Bishop  Halenius,  who,  together  with 
her  younger  brothers,  visited  Swedeiiborg  after  the  death  of  her 
father. 

NOTE  45. 
DE.  JOHAN  EOSEN. 

Dr.  Johan  Eosen,  who  shared  the  religious  opinions  of  Dr.  Beyer 
(see  Note  22)  and  was  subjected  to  the  same  persecution,  was  born 
in  1726.  Sis  father  Eosenius  was  pastor  of  Sexdrilga  in  AVest- 
gothland.  The  son  enjoyed  his  father's  tuition:  was  received  into 
the  gymnasium  at  Grotteuburg  in  1737;  went  to  Upsal  in  1742;  and 
took  his  Master's  degree  at  Lund  in  1748.  In  1758,  he  became  the 
principal  of  the  school  in  Gottenburg:  and  in  the  following  year, 
lector,  i.  e.  professor,  of  eloquence  and  poetry.  Besides  orations  and 
arguments,  which  Eosen,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  times,  wrote 
in  Latin  verse,  he  pubhshed  in  1759  in  Swedish  the  "Gottenbui-g 
Magazine"  (Gotheborgska  Magazinet);  in  1764,  the  "Gottenburg 
Weekly"  (Gothcborg's  weckohUuJ);  in  1768,  the  "Monthly  Clerical 
News"  (Presttidniiiganie):  and  in  1772  a  few  numbers  aj^peared 
of  a  periodical  publication  called,  "What  News?"  (Hwad  mjtt'^ 
Hwad  nytf?)  not  to  mention  several  other  pubUcations,  which  show 
that  he  had  a  clear  understanding  and  a  warm  heart,  and  extra- 
ordinary talent  as  a  writer.  According  to  the  "History  of  the  Bishop- 
ric of  Gottenburg,"  he  combined  with  liis  acquirements  in  Eoman 
literature,  which  was  his  favourite  study,  a  great  knowledge  of  his 
mother-tongue,  in  the  service  of  wliich  he  wrote  several  critical 
disputations.  The  same  authority  points  liim  out  as  the  real  founder 
of  a  Society  in  Gottenburg,  which,  after  receiving  the  sanction  of 
the  government,  became  known  by  the  name  of  the  Eoyal  Union  of 
Science  and  Literature  (K'onigl.  Wetenskaps-  och  Witterhets-  sam- 
hdllet),  but  wlaich  in  the  beginning  consisted  of  a  union  of  young 
men,  some  even  from  the  conmiercial  classes,  who  met  for  the  purpose 
of  perfecting  themselves  in  the  use  of  the  Swedish  language,  Eosen 
did  not  long  survive  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  his  revered  teacher,  from 
whose  writings  he  derived  those  principles  which  constituted  the  basis 
of  his  religious  conviction,  Emanuel  Swedenborg  died  in  1772,  and 
Dr.  Eosen  in  August  1773,  An  extended  rejjort  of  the  trial  of 
Doctors  Beyer  and  Eosen  before  the  Consistory  of  Gottenburg,  on 
account  of  their  belief  in  the  teachings  of  Swedenborg,  is  contained 
in  Section  IX. 
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NOTE  46. 
BENGT  BERGIUS. 

Bengt  Bergius  was  born  in  1723,  and  died  in  1784.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  1766,  and  was  its  president 
in  1760,  and  again  in  1780.  He  was  also  member  of  several  learned 
societies  abroad.  While  a  student  at  Lund  in  1741,  he  was  encouraged 
by  Prof.  Lagerbring  to  make  collections  of  historical  articles  and 
papers ;  and  throughout  the  whole  of  his  life  he  was  a  great  antiquarian, 
and  collected  much  useful  information  in  history  and  the  natural 
sciences.  Concerning  the  Collection  of  Letters  from  which  Docu- 
ments 7  and  8,  and  many  other  documents  in  Sections  IH  and  IX, 
are  taken,  we  read  in  the  "Swedish  Biograpliical  Lexicon,"  under 
the  head  of  Bengt  Bergius,  as  follows:  "Besides  many  historical 
contributions  in  manuscript,  which  were  among  the  books  in  his 
library,  Bergius  left  a  collection  of  papers  and  letters  wliich  throw 
light  on  Swedish  history,  and  the  history  of  literature.  These  letters 
are  in  his  own  hand-writing,  and  are  mostly  very  beautifully  written, 
and  they  fill  twenty  thick  quarto  volumes.  The  collection  consists 
altogether  of  such  papers  as  had  never  been  printed  before,  and  most 
of  the  letters  art;  copied  from  the  origiiials,  their  orthography  being 
carefully  preserved.  Each  document  is  fui-nished  with  a  notice  of 
whence  it  has  been  taken.  There  are  documents  extending  over 
several  centuries,  but  for  the  most  part  they  belong  to  the  times  in 
which  Bergius  liimself  Hved.  Agreeably  to  his  wishes,  which  were 
complied  with  by  his  surviving  brother,  this  collection  became  the 
property  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  La  obedience  to  liis  directions, 
it  was  placed  in  a  box,  sealed  with  the  Academy's  and  his  brother's 
seal,  and  deposited  in  the  Biksens  Stauder  Bank,  where  it  was  to 
remain  unopened  until  after  the  lapse  of  fifty  years,  when  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  might  remove  it  and  have  it  opened.  In  the  year  1835, 
the  seals  were  broken,  and  the  collection  was  handed  over  by  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  to  Professor  Geijer,  with  instructions  to  examine 
it  and  report  upon  it." 

The  sources  on  which  Bergius  drew  for  the  documents  respecting 
Swedenborg  that  are  found  in  his  collection,  were  Swedenboi'g's 
correspondence,  which  was  presented  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  by 
his  heirs  in  1772,  together  with  all  his  other  manuscripts.  The  most 
important  of  these  letters  Bergius  embodied  in  his  collection,  but 
there  was  a  large  number  which  he  did  not  consider  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  copy.  The  whole  of  Swedenborg's  correspondence  has 
since    disappeared   from    the  Library    of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
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and  tlie  transcript  made  from  it  by  Bei'sius  is  all  that  has  been 
handed  down  to  us.  It  seems  providential  to  us  that  so  many  of 
the  letters  addi-essed  to  Swedenborg,  and  also  fust  di-aughts  of 
letters  written  by  him,  have  thus  been  preserved. 

The  fact  of  a  number  of  Swedeuborg's  letters  having  been 
preser\'ed  by  Bei'gius,  was  not  known  before  the  winter  of  1868. 
During  the  ^dsit  of  the  editor  of  these  Documents  to  Sweden  in 
that  year,  it  occurred  to  the  Librarian  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
llr.  Ahlstrand,  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  of  Swedeuborg's 
lettei's  in  the  Bei-gius  collection;  and  on  meeting  with  a  considerable 
number  he  communicated  his  discovery  to  him.  On  examining  the 
collection  more  closely,  the  editor  found  in  it,  in  addition,  more 
than  thirty  letters  addressed  by  Bishop  Jesper  Swedberg  to  Coun- 
cillor Rosenadler,^^  the  censor  of  the  j^ress,  one  letter  of  Count  Hopken 
respecting  Swedenborg,  which  is  introduced  in  Note  32,  and  Wo  im- 
portant letters  of  Baron  Tilas,  addressed  to  Count  Cronstedt,  con- 
tained in  Section  X. 


NOTE  47. 
PETER  SCHOXSTROM. 

Peter  Schonstrom,  as  appears  from  Document  9,  A,  Table  III,  1, 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Assessor  Peter  Schonstrom,  brother  of  Bishop 
Jesper  Swedberg.  He  was  born  in  1682,  became  captain  in  the 
"Adelsfanan,"  (the  corps  of  nobility),  received  the  title  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  1722,  retired  in  1726,  and  died  in  1746.  In  1709,  he  was 
made  prisoner  near  the  Dnieper,  and  taken  to  Solikamsk,  where  he 
was  detained  tiU  the  end  of  the  war  in  1722.  "Li  addition  to  his 
merits  as  a  soldier,"  the  Swedish  Biographical  Lexicon  says,  "he 
was  a  veiy  well  read  man,  and  during  his  captivity  in  Russia  he 
improved  his  opportunities  by  collecting  nmch  information  relating 
to  the  history  of  the  North."  He  wrote  a  work  under  the  title  of 
"Short  directions  for  improving  Swedish  history,"  which  was  finished 
in  1741,  but  remained  unpublished  till  1816.  His  critical  investigations 
into  the  early  history  of  Sweden  are  greatly  praised,  and  he  is  said 
to  have  started  many  ideas  which  have  since  been  adopted  by 
Swedish  scholars.  According  to  Anrep,*^  Peter  Schonstrom,  in  1719, 
married  Agneta  Skogh,  daughter  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Claes  Jolian 
Skogh  and  Margaretha  Elisabetli  Armfelt.  By  lier  he  had  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Agneta  died  in  1767  at  the  age  of  seventy 
One  of  his  daughters  was  married  to  Baron  Ornskold,   and   died  in 
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1804.  One  of  tlie  sons,  Jolian  Albrecht,  who  died  in  1783,  was 
contre-admiral;  and  another,  Abraham  Daniel,  who  died  in  1809, 
was  major-general. 

NOTE  48. 
ANEEP'S  ATTAE-TAPLOR. 

Anrep's  Attar-Taflor,  in  four  large  volumes,  is  a  digest  of  the 
genealogical  tables  and  registers  of  the  House  of  Nobles  (Biddarhuset) 
in  Stockholm.  It  is  the  Swedish  Book  of  Nobles,  which  apj)eared 
from  1857  to  1864.  Too  much  praise  cannot  he  awarded  to  this 
work,  which  has  been  executed  with  the  greatest  accuracy  and 
completeness,  and  upon  which  we  have  largely  drawn  in  the  pre- 
paration of  these  notes. 

NOTE  49. 
OLOF  RUDBECK. 

Olof  Eudbeck  the  younger,  son  of  Olaus  Eudbeckius  the  elder. 
Professor  at  Upsal,  was  born  in  1660.  Atterbom  says  of  him  in 
the  Appendix  to  his  "Siare  och  Skalder,"  p.  132:  "Already  in  his 
father's  hfe-time  he  became  his  successor  at  Upsal  as  Professor  of 
Anatomy  and  Botany.  In  1739  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Arcliiater  or  Eoyal  Physician,  and  died  in  1740.  This  Eudbeck 
could  not  certainly  be  compared  with  his  father,  the  author  of  the 
"Atlantica,"  in  the  colossal  dimensions  of  his  polyhistorical  and 
universal  knowledge,  yet  he  was  a  man  of  extensive  erudition.  He 
inherited  mvich  of  his  father's  love  for  botany  and  antiquarian  lore, 
but  much  less  of  his  genius,  and  still  less  of  his  personal  energy, 
"While  he  was  taxing  his  brain  to  discover  a  likeness  between  the 
Hebrew,  Grothic,  and  Laponian  languages,  and  was  compihng  a 
Thesaurus  Linguarum  Asice,  Africce,  et  Europce  harmonicus,  which, 
besides  other  things,  was  to  prove  philologically  his  father's  fundamental 
theory,  the  study  of  anatomy,  medicine,  and  botany  reached  the  lowest 
possible  ebb  in  the  university.  Still,  according  to  Grezehus,  he  was 
one  of  the  principal  hel23ers  of  Benzelius  in  establishing  the  Society 
of  Sciences  at  Upsal.  After  the  removal  of  Benzelius  to  Gottenburg 
as  its  bishop,  and  afterwards  to  Linkoping,  Eudbeck's  zeal  slackened 
considerably,  and  the  publication  of  the  "Acta  Literaria"  of  the 
Society  proceeded  very  slowly.  And  the  Lexicon  Harmonicum, 
which  consists  of  ten  quarto  volumes,  and  in  copying  which  four 
students  were  engaged  for  many  years,  remains  unpublished  to  this 
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day,  and  is  presei-ved  in  the  Uuiversity-Libiary  of  Upsal."  Rudbeck 
was  married  three  times;  his  second  wife  was  Anna  Catluuina 
Schonstrom,  Swedenborg's  first  cousin  (see  Document  9,  A,  Table  III, 
2).  He  was  also  at  one  time  joint-owner  with  Swedcnborg  of  tho 
Schillou  iron-works,  at  Skinskatteberg  (see  Document  130). 


NOTE  50. 
BEITA  BEHM. 

Brita  Behm,  daughter  of  Assessor  Albrecht  Behm,  was  born  in 
1670,  and  hence  was  a  younger  sister  of  Swedenborg's  mothez-.  In 
1684,  she  married  Professor  Johan  Schwede  of  Upsal  university, 
who  died  in  1697;  and  she  followed  her  husband  in  1755,  in  her 
eighty-fifth  year.  During  a  protracted  illness  of  her  only  brother, 
Captain  Albrecht  De  Behm,  she  had  charge  of  his  estate,  which 
consisted  mainly  of  mining  property  at  Axmar  in  Helsiugland.  That 
her  management  was  most  judicious  is  admitted  by  Bishop  Swedberg 
in  Document  21,  where  he  says,  "If  there  had  been  any  other  to  super- 
intend, there  would  certainly  have  been  much  less  to  divide."  She  seems 
on  the  whole  to  have  been  endowed  less  with  feminine  grace  than  with 
masculine  will  and  energy;  at  all  events,  in  her  intercourse  with  De 
Behm's  heirs,  and  afterwards  with  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  she  manifested 
a  most  stubborn  and  even  vindictive  spirit.  In  the  first  place,  on 
account  of  some  irrelevant  objections,  she  refused  to  proceed  with, 
the  division  of  De  Behm's  property,  until  compelled  by  law  to  do 
so :  and  after  she  had  become  joint  owner  with  Swedenborg  of  Axmar, 
she  was  an  endless  soui'ce  of  vexation  and  trouble  to  him,  so  that 
he  was  twice  forced  to  go  to  law  mth  her.  Pai'ticulars  of  these 
transactions  will  be  found  in  Document  132.  According  to  an  entry 
of  Swedenborg's  in  the  manuscript  volume  containing  his  "Spiritual 
Diary,"  Brita's  abettor  in  these  matters  was  one  the  initial  of  whose 
name  was  B,  and  who,  as  we  have  shown  in  Note  8,  was  no  other 
than  Lars  Benzelstierna,  Swedenborg's  own  brother-in-law.  Of  this 
B.  he  says  in  the  passage  mentioned  (see  "Swedenborg's  Drommar," 
p.  72),  that  Brita  Behm  admitted  she  had  been  instigated  by  him; 
and  he  further  adds,  that  B.  himself  was  convicted  of  having  incited 
Brita  Behm  to  begin  a  law-suit  about  the  division  of  Axmar.  Later 
in  life  Swedenborg's  relations  with  Brita  Behm  seem  to  have  been  more 
amicable;  in  the  "Drommar,"  p.  47,  he  mentions  a  very  pleasing 
incident  he  had  with  her  in  a  dream,  and  the  only  other  reference 
he  makes  to  her  in  the  "Spiritual  Diary"  (Xo.  5837),  is  to  the  effect 
that  he  conversed  with  her  three  days  after  her  death.     Brita  Behrn 
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had  two  daughters;  one  of  whom,  Eva  Schwede,  was  married  in 
1714  to  Johan  Rosenadler,^^  and  the  other,  Catharina  Schwede  (see 
Documents  12  and  18),  was  married  in  1730  to  Joacliimvon  Neres,^"^ 
Councillor  of  Chancery.  Brita  survived  both  her  daughters,  the 
former  having  died  in  1717,  the  latter  in  1735. 


NOTE  51. 
JOHAN  ROSENADLER. 

Johan  Eosenadler,  who  before  he  was  ennobled  in  1719  bore 
the  name  of  Upmarck.  In  his  capacity  of  Censor  of  the  Press  he 
became  intimately  connected  with  all  Swedish  authors  and  writers, 
and  among  them  with  Bishop  Swedberg,  with  whom  moreover  he 
was  connected  by  the  ties  of  friendship  and  relationship  through  liis 
marriage  with  Eva  Schwede,  daughter  of  Brita  Behm  (see  Note  50). 
Twenty-four  letters  (Documents  11  to  24),  addressed  by  Swedberg  to 
Rosenadler,  bear  witness  of  a  friendly  relation  between  them.  To- 
wards the  Bishop's  son,  Emanuel,  who  was  a  student  at  TJpsal  while 
Bosenadler  filled  the  post  of  professor  there,  he  seems  to  have  been 
less  drawn;  at  least  in  1709  Swedenborg  wrote  concerning  him  to 
Ericus  BenzeHus  (see  Document  36),  "Professor  Upmarck  for  some 
reason  or  other  seems  to  be  angry  with  me,  after  having,  towards 
the  close,  often  shown  himself  dissatisfied  with  me;  all  this  I  had 
heard  before,  and  I  quite  undei-stand  it;  but  I  hope  my  fates  will 
not  continue  so  unpropitious  that  he  will  always  remain  thus 
unapproachable  to  me."  That  Swedenborg,  however,  bore  no  grudge 
of  any  kind  towards  Rosenadler  appears  from  Document  47,  where 
he,  in  1715,  writes,  "I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  hear  that  Professor 
Upmarck  and  sister  Eva  Schwede  are  united  in  tlialamo  et  lecto;  I 
wish  them  every  kind  of  happiness.  I  had  intended  to  celebrate  the 
occasion  in  a  carmen  miptiale,  but  as  it  is  now  too  late,  it  wiU 
probably  be  a  carmen  geniale."  Nevertheless  Johan  Rosenadler  came 
afterwards  into  unpleasant  personal  relations  with  Swedenborg,  as  he 
was  obliged  to  represent  his  mother-in-law  Brita  Behm  in  the  law- 
suits which  she  carried  on  with  her  nephew  (see  Document  132).  In 
his  pubhc  capacity  Bosenadler  was  much  respected  and  revered  by 
his  fellow-countrymen;  and  his  critics  characterize  liim  as  "the  most 
eloquent  speaker  of  whom  Swedish  hterature  can  boast." 

The  "Swedish  Biograpliical  Lexicon"  says  respecting  him,  "He 
was  born  at  Upsal  in  1664,  and  devoted  himself  from  his  early 
boyhood  to  the  study  of  the  sciences  and  of  many  European  languages; 


JOHAN  ROSENADLEB.  661 

he  was  also  reno^\nied  for  his  sldll  in  fencing  and  gymnastic  exercises ; 
he  graduated  with  high  honours,   and  then  went   abroad,  where  he 
also  studied  fortification.     After  his  return  home  he  was  appointed 
in  1696  assistant  professor  of  Philosoplij'  at  Upsal.     He  was  the  first 
native  Swede  who    became  Professor   Skytteanus    at  Upsal    by    the 
unanimous    recommendation    of  the    Philosophical    Faculty    and    the 
Academical  Consistory.     In  1716  he  was  appointed  Censor  Lihrorum, 
and    in    1719,    when    he    was    ennobled,    lie    assumed    the   name    of 
Rosenadler,   although  he  had  already  made   the  name    of  Upmarck 
famous  in  science  and   eloquence.     In  1722  he  received  the  title   of 
Councillor  of  Chanceiy,  mth  a  seat  in  the  College  of  Chancery  and 
a  vote  in  every  thing  that  pertained  to   his    office  as    censor.     He 
resigned  his  office  in  1737,  when   he  received  tlie  title   of  Secretary 
of  State.     He   died  in  Stockholm  in  1743.     Rosenadler  was  a  great 
orator,  and  was  esteemed  on  account  of  his  thorough  erudition.     He 
presided  at  many  disputations,   and  delivered  many  Latin    orations 
and    eulogies,    which    are   prized    as    master-pieces."     Such    was    the 
judgment  that  was  passed  ujDon  Rosenadler  in  this  Ufe;   in  the  other 
life  he  appeared  differently.     Swedenborg  says  concerning  him  in  the 
"Diary"  (No.  5700):    "There  are  many  who  are  able  to  confirm  any- 
thing they  please  so  dextrously,  that  it  appears  altogether  as  if  it  were 
ti-ue;   and  on  that  account  tliey  are  reputed  in  the  woi-ld  as  learned 
and  more  rational  than  others;    when  yet  they   have    scarcely    any 
understanding  of  the  truth,  and  their  whole  mind  is   closed  and  in 
obscurity.     This  was  especially  seen  in  the  case  of  Rosenadler,  who 
was  able  to  confirm  anything  he  jileased,  and  so   dextrously  that  it 
could  scarcely  be  done  better  by  any  one  else;  and  after  it  was  thus 
confirmed,  he  believed  it  to  be  trae.     He  was  thought  to  possess  a 
more  interior  understanding  and  discrimination  than  others;    and  as 
he  had  such  a  faculty  for  confirming  things,  he  was  sent  to  a  place 
where  interior  thought  prevailed,  when  he  became  completely  blind, 
so  that  he  could  see  nothing;  such  was  the  case  with  him  whenever 
he  was  called  upon  to  think  interiorly.     He  therefore  insisted,  as  he 
had  beheved  in  the  world,  that  he  could  make  any  tluiig  true  that 
he  chose;  he  was,  however,  instructed  experimentally,  tliat  this  is  a 
fallacy,  and  that  he  was  even  utterly  unable  to   see  and  understand 
that  which  is  true  in  itself."     Rosenadler  had  two  sons.     The  elder, 
Johan  Adrian,   presented  his  father's   library  to  the  Gymnasium  at 
Carlstadt,  its  own  having  been  destroyed  l)y  fii'e.     His  younger  son, 
Carl  Albrecht,  gave  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm,  of  which 
he    was    a    member,    a   handsome    sum    of    money    to    help    to  pur- 
chase the    building  it    now    occupies,  besides  making  a    considciuble 
addition  to  its  library  and  to  its  numismatic  collection. 
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NOTE  52. 
JESPER  SWEDENBOEa. 

Jesper  Swedenborg,  the  youngest  son  of  Bishop  Swedberg,  was 
born  Aug.  28,  1694.  He  was  his  father's  favourite  son,  and,  as 
appears  from  Document  35,  was  named  after  him,  "because  he  was 
born  the  same  day  of  the  year,  and  the  same  hour  of  the  day."  In 
that  document  the  Bishop  states  that  the  name  Jesper  means  "he 
will  write,"  a  name,  he  says,  which  his  son  made  good,  "for  he  is  fond 
of  writing  and  writes  much."  Yet  only  one  small  work  of  his  is 
Icnown,  Den  sista  basun  ofver  TysMand  (The  last  trumpet  about 
Germauy),  which  was  printed  at  Skara  in  1724.  This  work  is  dedi- 
cated to  Count  Diicker,  Councillor  of  State,  and  in  the  dedication 
Jesper  relates  the  events  of  his  hfe.  In  his  youth  he  went  to  Eng- 
land to  learn  navigation,  and  afterwards  to  New  Sweden  in  America, 
where  he  was  schoolmaster  for  five  years  in  the  parish  of  Hathkungs- 
ffihl.  He  returned  to  Sweden  in  1724.  A  letter,  written  to  him 
in  that  year  by  his  father,  is  preserved  (Document  131),  in  which 
he  advises  him  to  remain  in  America.  "There  would  be  no 
use,"  he  says,  "in  your  being  here,  where  you  would  only  waste 
the  best  years  of  your  life.  You  write  well,  are  good  at  figures, 
and,  thank  God,  are  unmarried.  Try  to  find  a  good  wife,  with  some 
dowry.  May  God  lead  you  in  His  good  ways!"  Either  this  letter 
was  too  late  or  the  advice  was  disregarded,  for  in  a  letter  dated 
August  20,  1724  (Document  102),  Emanuel  writes  to  Ericus  Benze- 
lius  that  on  his  return  home  he  there  met  his  brother  Jesper,  The 
letter  in  wliich  Bishop  Swedberg  advised  his  son  to  remain  in 
America  informed  him,'  that  by  the  decease  of  Sara  Bergia,  the 
Bishop's  second  mfe,  he  had  become  entitled  to  a  considerable 
sum  of  money.  The  Bishoj?  congratulated  his  son  on  liis  good 
fortune,  saying  his  wife  had  intended  all  her  jiroperty  to  go  to 
Emanuel,  and  only  on  his  eai*nest  representations  to  her  when  on 
her  deathbed,  had  she  consented  to  the  other  children  being  co-heirs 
with  her  favourite  step-son.  In  1725,  Jesper  was  hesitating  about 
returning  to  America,  and  asked  his  brother  Emanuel's  advice  (see 
Document  104);  he  decided  however  to  remain  at  home,  and  entered 
the  Swedish  army  as  heutenant.  In  1727,  he  married  Christina 
Silversvard,  daughter  of  Major  Gustav  Silversviird  and  Marta  Reuter- 
svard.  After  his  marriage  he  seems  to  have  retired  to  the  country; 
for  his  brother-in-law,  Dean  Unge,  soon  after  wrote  to  Emanuel 
(Document  111),  "Brother  Jesper  Swedenborg  has  bought  a  httle 
estate,  so  that  he  too  can  take  care  of  himself;  the  best  thing  in  his 
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case  is,  that  he  is  sober  and  saving,  does  not  run  into  expenses,  and 
has  a  good  and  pious  wife."  The  name  of  liis  estate  was  Sweden- 
dahl ;  from  that  place  he  addressed  a  letter  in  1740  to  Ericus 
Benzelius  (Document  126),  in  which  he  asks  his  assistance  to  obtain 
from  Lars  Benzelstierna*  money  which  he  wrongly  withheld  from 
him.  The  year  of  his  death  is  not  recorded.  He  had  ten  children 
(see  Document  9,  p.  92);  eight  of  whom  were  daughters.  From  his 
son  Jesper  Gustav,  who  was  born  in  1736,  the  Swedenborg  family 
of  the  present  day  are  descended. 


NOTE  53. 
UEBAN  HJARNE. 

Urban  Hjame,  a  celebrated  Swede,  was  born  in  Ingermanland  in 
1641.  He  was  considered  one  of  the  greatest  scientific  men  in 
Sweden  of  his  time.  He  first  studied  medicine ;  but  in  1675  he 
became  Assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines,  a  position  which  he  filled 
untU  1696,  when  he  was  ajijiointed  jjhysician  to  the  King.  In  1678, 
he  made  known  the  virtues  of  the  mhieral  sjDriug  at  Medevi,  which 
was  ojoened  for  patients  in  the  following  year.  Soon  after,  he  in- 
stituted the  first  chemical  laboratory  in  Sweden,  by  which  he  esta- 
blished his  reputation  as  a  chemist.  He  also  directed  the  attention 
of  his  country  to  the  mining  interest,  and  was  instrumental  in  ojien- 
ing  again  the  mines  at  Sala  and  Fahlun.  In  1713,  he  was  appointed 
Vice-President  of  the  College  of  Mines,  in  which  capacity  he  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Swedenborg  who  was  appointed  extraordinary 
Assessor  in  the  College,  in  1716.  Hjarne  seems  to  have  been  steadi- 
ly opposed  to  Swedenborg,  looking  upon  him  as  having  received  his 
office  through  royal  favouritism,  and  not  from  his  scientific  attain- 
ments. Perhaps  Hjarne  visited  upon  young  Swedenborg  the  wrath 
he  entertained  against  his  father,  Bishoji  Swedberg,  whose  publication, 
"The  Shibboleth,"  treating  on  Swedish  orthograijhy,  he  opposed  and 
criticised  in  terms  of  unmeasured  severity,  (see  Document  10,  p.  133, 
and  Documents  11,  12,  13,  15,  16,  18).  In  Document  76,  Sweden- 
borg says  concerning  him,  ""What  ought  to  be  done  with  this  Hjiirne? 
Should  he  be  allowed  to  make  such  a  scandalous  joersonal  attack? 
If  he  had  only  attacked  the  subject  itself,  and  supjjortod  it  with 
arguments — but  he  makes  a  personal  assault.  1  have  read  through 
his  Chemistry,  aad  find  that  he  is  but  slightly  grounded  in  the 
principles  upon  which  chemistry  is  founded."  InDocument82  he  writes: 
"By  the  first  opportunity  I  will  send  DceiJalus,  Part  VI,  to  Vice- 
President  Hjiirne  with  a  courteous,  but  at  the  same  time  decided 
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letter,  warning  him  to  stop  his  impertinencies ;  because  it  is  quite 
possible  that  some  one  may  show  ujd  the  pueriUties  and  short-comings 
in  scientific  matters,  wliich  he  has  had  the  daring  to  pubhsh."  Still 
from  expressions  in  some  of  his  later  letters,  Swedenborg  seems  to 
have  thought  better  of  Hjarne,  and  to  have  been  on  better  terms 
with  him.  After  the  death  of  Charles  XII,  Hjarne  was  one  of  those, 
who  took  a  leading  part  in  Hmiting  the  royal  j)ower,  and  Ulrica 
Eleonora  being  elected  sovereign  of  Sweden,  he  resigned  his  various 
offices,  and  soon  after,  in  1724,  died  in  his  eighty-third  year.  Although 
Hjarne  mixed  up  the  natural  sciences  with  mysticism,  and  had  a 
leaning  towards  the  ancient  alchemists,  still  he  did  a  great  amount 
of  good  to  his  country;  and  although  impetuous,  he  was  sincere. 
Compare  on  this  subject,  "The  spiritual  Diary,"  no.  6036. 


NOTE  54. 
PEOFESSOR  ELFVIUS. 

Per  Elfvius  was  professor  of  astronomy  and  a  member  of  the 
Literary  Society  of  Upsal.  Although  not  possessed  of  much  original 
genius  himself  (see  his  remarks  on  Newton's  theory  of  gravitation  in 
Document  42,  p.  227),  he  seems  to  have  had  the  power  or  art  of 
awakening  genius  in  others,  and  of  stimulating  their  zeal  for  the 
advancement  of  science.  Tliis  appears  from  a  letter  (Document  42) 
which  he  addressed  to  Swedenborg  when  in  London  in  1711,  and  in 
which  he  urges  him  to  visit  the  Royal  Astronomer  Elamsteed,  at 
Grreenwich,  and  instructs  him  how  to  turn  his  visit  to  the  greatest 
advantage.  Tins  apjDsars  also  from  the  interest  he  took  in  young 
Yassenius  (see  the  Swedish  "Biografiskt  Lexicon,"  Vol.  20,  p.  337),  and 
from  the  great  affection  and  respect  in  wliich  he  was  held  by  Sweden- 
borg till  the  time  of  his  death  in  1718  (see  Document  77,  p.  322). 
His  son  Per,  who  was  eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  liis  father's 
death,  became  more  generally  known  as  an  astronomer  and  mathe- 
matician; through  his  influence,  while  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  the  astronomical  observatory  in  Stockholm  was 
erected.  Professor  Elfvius,  the  elder,  married  Annica  Spole,  daughter 
of  Anders  Spole,  professor  of  mathematics  at  Upsal;  her  brother 
Lars,  who  on  being  ennobled  was  called  Rosenborg,  was  married  to 
Magdalena  Schonstrom,  first  cousin  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg  (see 
Document  9,  p.  85).  • 
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NOTE  55, 
DR.  EDMUND  HALLEY. 

Dr.  Edmund  Halley,  the  eminent  English  astronomer,  was  born 
in  1656.  He  fii'st  studied  the  languages  and  sciences,  but  at  length 
devoted  himself  exclusively  to  astronomy.  In  1676,  he  went  to  the 
Island  of  St.  Helena  to  complete  the  catalogue  of  fixed  stars  by  the 
addition  of  those  that  lie  near  the  south  pole;  whence  he  returned 
to  England  in  1678.  In  1683,  he  pubhshed  his  theory  of  the 
magnetism  of  the  compass.  He  supposes  the  globe  to  be  a  great 
magnet,  with  four  magnetical  poles,  or  points  of  attraction;  but 
afterwards,  thinking  that  this  theory  was  hable  to  great  objections, 
he  obtained  in  1798  the  command  of  the  "Paramour  Pink,"  with 
orders  to  seek  by  observations  to  discover  the  rule  of  variations, 
and  to  lay  down  the  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  His  Majesty's 
settlements  in  America.  Having  made  observations  at  St.  Helena, 
Brazil,  Cape  Yerd,  Barbadoes,  the  Madeiras,  the  Canaries,  the 
coast  of  Barbary,  and  many  other  latitudes,  he  returned  home 
in  1700,  and  in  1701,  pubhshed  a  general  chart,  showing  at  one 
view,  the  variation  of  the  compass  in  all  those  places.  After  having 
made  other  journeys  through  Europe,  and  collected  additional  obsei'- 
vations,  he  returned  to  England  in  1703,  when  he  was  made  professor 
of  geometry  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  and  received  the  degree  of 
LL.D.  In  1713,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Eoyal  Society;  in 
1720,  Astronomer  Royal  at  the  observatory  at  Greenwich;  and  in 
1720,  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Paris.  His  princii^al 
works  are:  1.  Catalogus  Stellarmn  Australium.  2.  Tabulce  Astrono- 
mic(e.  3.  "An  Abridgment  of  the  Astronomy  of  Comets,"  &c.  Con- 
cerning Swedenborg's  connexion  with  Dr.  HaUey,  see  Document  44, 
p.  222,  Docxmient  45,  p.  227,  and  Document  200,  p.  578. 

NOTE  56. 
FLAMSTEED. 

John  Elamsteed,  a  celebrated  English  Astronomer,  was  bom  at 
Derby  in  1646.  In  his  early  youth  he  was  a  zealous  student  of 
astronomy;  and  on  becoming  acquainted  in  London  with  Newton 
and  Halley,  he  was  in  1676  appointed  by  King  Charles  II,  astronomer 
at  the  newly  erected  observatory  (Flamsteed  House)  at  Greenwich. 
There  he  continued  to  be  a  most  industrious  observer  of  the  starry 
heavens  till  the  time  of  his  death  in  1719,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Halley.^^     He  long  delayed  the  publication  of  his  observations; 
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but  by  command  of  Queen  Anne,  he  published  the  results  of  his 
observations  in  1712,  under  the  title  of  Historia  ccelestis  Britannica. 
This  work  appeared  in  a  new  and  improved  form,  after  his  death 
in  1725,  under  the  editorship  of  Halley.  His  catalogue  of  3000 
stars,  which  was  more  correct  and  complete  than  any  that  had 
previously  been  pubhshed,  was  afterwards  corrected  and  very  greatly 
enlarged  by  Herschel.  After  Flamsteed's  death  in  1729  liis  costly 
Atlas  coelestis  in  twenty-five  large  maps  was  also  printed;  and  a 
new  and  improved  edition  of  it  with  twenty-eight  maps  in  1753. 
Swedenborg  was  personally  acquainted  with  Flamsteed,  as  appears 
from  Documents  40  (p.  210),  42,  43  (pp.  218—220). 

NOTE  57. 
JEAN  PAUL  BIGNON. 

Jean  Paul  Bignon,  Abbe  of  Saint  Quentin,  was  one  of  the  forty 
of  the  French  Academy,  and  honorary  member  of  the  Academy  ol 
Sciences,  and  of  the  Academy  of  Inscriptions  and  Belles  Lettres. 
He  was  born  in  Paris  in  1662.  After  the  death  of  the  Abbe  de 
Louvois  in  1718,  he  became  the  Royal  Libr-arian.  That  he  might 
devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  duties  of  this  ofl&ce,  he  parted 
with  his  own  handsome  hbrary.  He  was  a  very  dihgent  correspon- 
dent of  Ericus  Benzehus,  Swedenborg's  brother-in-law  (Cf.  Docu- 
ment 44,  p.  222,  and  Document  45,  p.  226).  He  died  in  1748.  He 
has  not  left  any  works  of  importance  behind  him,  to  perpetuate  his 
memory,  although  he  was  a  celebrated  pulpit  orator  and  a  man  of 
great  learning.  Concerning  him  Swedenborg  says  in  his  "Spiritual 
Diary,"  (no.  4839:)  "It  was  perceived  from  various  experiences  that 
Babel  exists  when  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  is  received  that  it 
may  serve  for  pui-poses  of  dominion,  and  finally  that  jDersons  may  be- 
come gods  and  have  dominion  over  heaven  and  earth.  Another  one 
(Abbe  Bignon)  also  approached,  and  wlien  he  perceived  vs'hat  Swab^^ 
was  doing,  he,  influenced  by  a  similar  desire,  strove  also  to  acknow- 
ledge the  doctrine  of  the  Church,  and  thus  to  incline  the  Lord  in 
his  favour,  that  he  might  obtain  rule." 

NOTE  58. 
EEICTJS  BENZELSTJERNA. 

Ericus  Benzehus,  afterwards  Benzelstjerna,  son  of  Ericus  Benzelius 
and  Anna  Swedenborg,  daughter  of  Bishop  Swedberg.  He  was 
Swedenborg's  favourite  nephew,  and  his  uncle  took  a  great  interest 
in  him,  as  appears  from  the  many  references  he  made  to  laim  in  his 
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letters  to  liis  father;  and  especially  from  a  letter  written  by  his 
father  Ericus  Benzelius  to  Em.  Swedenborg  (Document  lOG).  He 
was  bom  in  1705,  and  died  in  1770.  For  further  particulars  con- 
cerning him  see  Document  9,  p.  88. 

NOTE  59, 
PHILIPPE  DE  LAHIEE. 

Philippe  de  Lahire,  one  of  the  most  industrious  and  useful 
geometricians  of  France,  was  born  in  Paris  in  1640.  Some  works 
on  conic  sections  and  the  cycloid  cui've,  which  he  pubhshed  between 
1673  and  1676,  opened  to  him  the  doors  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
in  1678.  From  1680  to  1689,  he  executed  many  geodesical  surveys 
of  France,  and  continued  the  measurement  of  the  famous  meridian 
commenced  by  Picard,  which  was,  however,  interrupted  by  the  death 
of  Colbert.  In  1689,  he  published  his  first  work  on  astronomy.  His 
learning  was  not,  however,  limited  to  mathematics  and  astronomy, 
but  extended  to  all  branches  of  physical  science.  Fontenelle  said 
concerning  him,  that  in  Lahire  alone  one  might  have  had  an  en- 
tire Academy  of  Sciences.  He  was  for  a  long  time  professor  of 
mathematics  in  the  Royal  College  of  France,  and  at  the  same  time 
professor  of  architecture.  He  died  in  1719,  in  his  seventy-nintli  year. 
His  most  famous  work  is  his  Tabid (B  astronomicce  printed  in  quarto 
in  1702.  These  tables  have  been  translated  into  all  the  languages 
of  Euroj^e  and  even  into  Hindostanee;  and  they  have  been  surpassed 
only  by  those  of  Halley.  Concerning  Swedenborg's  acquaintance 
with  Lahire,  see  Document  45,  p.  226. 

NOTE  60. 
PIERRE  VARRIGNON. 

Pierre  Varrignon,  the  celebrated  geometrician,  was  born  at  Caen 
in  1654.  He  arrived  in  Paris  in  1686,  and  published  in  the  follow- 
ing year  a  work  entitled:  "Le  Projet  d'une  nouvelle  Mecanique," 
by  which  he  soon  became  favourably  kno\vn  in  the  learned  world. 
On  the  merits  of  this  work  he  became,  in  1688,  professor  of 
mathematics  in  the  College  llazarin;  but  his  duties  in  this  position 
did  not  prevent  him  from  attendhig  the  sessions  of  the  Academy 
where  he  frequently  dehvered  lectures.  He  was  one  of  the  first  in 
France  to  recognize  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  a  study  of  the 
differential  and  integral  calculus,  and  was  one  of  the  most  ardent 
defenders  of  the  geometry  of  infinitesimals.     In  1704,   he  succeeded 
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Duhamel  in  tlie  chair  of  philosophy  in  the  College  of  France.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  and  of  the  Academy 
of  Berlin.  He  died  in  Paris  in  1722.  His  eulogy  at  the  Academy 
was  j)ronounced  by  Fontenelle.  Swedenborg  was  intimately  acquainted 
\yith  Varrignon,  as  appears  from  Document  45,  p.  226. 

NOTE  61. 
JOHAN  PALMQVIST. 

Johan  Palmqvist,  the  Swedish  ambassador  at  the  Hague  from 
1702  to  1715,  was  Swedenborg's  patron  during  his  stay  in  Holland 
in  1713.  Swedenborg  says  of  him  in  Document  45,  p.  240,  "Dur- 
ing my  stay  in  Holland  I  was  most  of  the  time  in  Utrecht,  where 
the  Diet  met,  and  where  I  was  in  great  favour  with  Ambassador 
Palmqvist,  who  had  me  every  day  at  his  house;  every  day  also 
I  discussed  on  algebra  with  him.  He  is  a  great  mathematician,  and 
also  a  great  algebraist.  He  wished  me  not  to  go  away."  During 
his  stay  at  TJti'echt,  Swedenborg  addi'essed  a  Latin  poem  to  Palmqvist 
upon  the  arrival  of  liis  wife,  who  had  lately  presented  him  with 
a  daughter.  This  poem  occupies  pages  6  to  9  of  Swedenborg's 
Lucius  Heliconius,  Dr.  Tafel's  edition.  Swedenborg  expected  a  great 
deal  from  Palmqvist,  who  had  in  1714  risen  to  the  post  of  High 
Chancellor  (HofkansUir),  as  we  may  see  from  Document  47;  but  he 
died  very  soon  after  in  the  begiiming  of  1716.  Li  Anrep's  Attar- 
Taflor  (Vol.  Ill,  p.  146)  we  read  further  concerning  him:  "He  was 
connected  with  the  College  of  Chancery  in  1678,  became  secretary 
of  the  commission  at  the  French  court  in  1686;  resident  minister 
in  France  in  1697;  and  in  1702,  he  was  appointed  Extraordinary 
Ambassador  to  the  General  States.  Li  1714  he  became  High  Chancellor; 
and  died  in  Stockholm  in  January,  1716.  He  married  Anna  Christina 
Lindstow,  daughter  of  the  Dutch  General  Lindstow.  Their  daughter 
Margaretha  Sopliia  was  married  to  Boneauskold,^^''  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

NOTE  62. 
LEIBNITZ. 

The   celebrated   philosopher,    Leibnitz,    whom   Swedenborg,    ac- 
cording   to  Document  47,   desired  to    see,    resided  at  that  time  in 
Hanover,    although    he    was    absent    in   Vienna    when    Swedenborg 
.  passed  through  Hanover  in  1715.     Leibnitz  died  the  year  following, 
in  his  seventy-second  year.     Swedenborg  desci'ibes  several  meetings 
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■which  he  had  with  him  in  the  spiritual  world.  In  a  Meraorahle 
Relation  appended  to  "The  Intercourse  between  the  Soul  and  the 
Body"  (n.  19),  he  describes  a  discussion  which  lie  had  with  the 
followers  of  Aristotle,  Descartes,  and  Leibnitz,  at  which  the  authors 
of  these  three  systems  of  pliilosophy  were  present.  This  Memorable 
Relation  is  also  inserted  in  the  "True  Christian  ReHgion"  (n.  69G). 
In  Appendix  1  to  the  "Spiritual  Diary''  (p.  84),  Sv/edenborg  gives 
the  result  of  a  conversation  which  he  had  with  Leibnitz  on  "monads" 
or  "simple  substance,"  and  also  on  "pre-established  harmony." 

NOTE  63. 
GUSTAV  CRONHJELM. 

Gustav  Cronhjelm,  as  Secretary  of  State,  signed  the  royal  warrant 
appointing  Swedenborg  an  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines  (see 
Documents  143  and  144).  From  this  it  appears  that  he  was  the 
person  of  whom  Swedenborg  writes  in  Document  67:  "As  my  enemies 
had  played  too  many  intrigues  with  the  above-mentioned  warrant, 
and  had  couched  it  in  ambiguous  terms,  I  sent  it  back  to  His  ]\Iajesty 
with  some  comments,  well  knowing  on  whom  I  had  to  ftepend;  when 
there  was  immediately  granted  me  a  new  one,  and  likewise  a  gracious 
letter  to  the  College  of  ]\Iines.  My  opponent  had  to  sit  down  at 
the  King's  own  table  and  write  tliis  out  in  duplicate  in  two  forms; 
of  which  the  King  selected  the  best;  so  that  those  who  had  sought 
to  injure  me,  were  glad  to  escape  with  honour  and  rej)utation."  In 
1713,  Cronhjelm  had  been  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Lund;  partly  for  this  reason,  and  partly  also  on  account  of  the 
influence  which  he  had  with  Charles  XII,  Swedenborg  dedicated  to 
him  his  little  work,  Camena  Borea,  which  was  published  in  Greifs- 
walde  in  1715.  The  first  fable  in  the  book  also  treats  of  him,  yet 
it  does  not  seem  that  Swedenborg  thereby  propitiated  Cronhjelm. 
Cronhjelm  was  born  in  1664;  in  1688,  he  became  cliamberlain  to  tlie 
Crown-prince;  in  1698,  governor  of  Westmanland;  in  1710,  he  was 
marshal  of  the  Diet  which  met  in  that  year,  and  in  the  same  year 
he  was  made  a  senator.  In  1712,  he  was  created  a  count;  and  in  1719, 
he  became  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Upsal  and  President  of  Chan- 
ceiy,  which  is  equivalent  to  being  prime  minister  of  Sweden.  In 
consequence  of  a  violent  altercation  he  had  witli  Prince  Frederic 
of  Hesse,  the  husband  of  Queen  Ulrica  Eleonora,  he  fell  into  disgrace 
at  Court,  and  was  obliged  to  .resign  the  office  of  prime  minister.  He 
continued,  however,  to  hold  the  chancellorslup  of  the  University  until 
his  death  in  1737. 
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NOTE  64. 
HEDWIG  ELEONOEA. 

Hedwig  Eleonora,  the  Queen  Dowager,  who  is  mentioned  in  Docu- 
ments 49  and  50,  was  the  grandmother  of  Charles  XII,  and  wife  of 
Charles  X  (Charles  Grustavus  of  Zweibriicken),  who  died  in  1660. 
Prof.  Atterbom  in  his  note  to  Document  49,  speaks  of  her  thus: 
"The  Queen  Dowager,  Hedwig  Eleonora,  died  three  days  afterwards, 
on  November  24,  in  her  eightieth  year.  Her  son,  Charles  XI,  did 
not  derive  his  best  qualities  from  her;  her  influence  on  his  edu- 
cation and  on  his  married  life,  and  also  on  the  childhood  of  her 
grandson,  Charles  XII,  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  Swe- 
den's misfortunes.  StiU  the  remembrance  of  all  these  things  is 
drowned  in  a  just  feeling  of  pity  for  the  aged  mother  of  the  two 
Charleses  (Carla-modren),  on  seeing  her  a  witness  of  Sweden's  sudden 
faU  from  that  height  on  wliich  she  herself  had  been  enthroned,  and 
also  on  beholding  her  on  her  deathbed  surrounded  by  the  gloomiest 
forebodings;  nay,  in  her  very  last  moments  being  uncertain  whether 
her  grandson,  who  was  beleaguei'ed  in  Stralsund,  was  not  then  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  his  too  powerful  enemies.  Charles  XII, 
who,  on  the  very  day  of  her  death,  was  boldly  resisting  an  assault 
of  the  enemy  against  liis  walls,  did  not  land  in  Sweden  until  the 
13th  of  December.  On  the  17th  the  Adjutant-general  Zander  arrived 
in  Stockholm  bringing  this  news." 

NOTE  65. 
GUSTAV  BENZELSTJEENA. 

Gustav  Benzelstjema,  a  younger  brother  of  Ericus  Benzelius,  whose 
name  frequently  occurs  in  Swedenborg's  letters  to  Ericus  Benzehus, 
(see  Documents  49,  54,  61,  etc.)  was  born  in  1683.  He  was  at  first  clerk 
in  the  Royal  Archives;  and  in  1732  was  made  Eoyal  Librarian.  On 
the  resignation  of  Eosenadler,^^  in  1737,  he  became  Censor  of  the  Press, 
and  died  in  1746.  He  is  known  in  the  learned  world  by  his  "Corre- 
spondence" with  his  brother  Ericus,  which  was  edited  by  Liden,  the 
librarian  of  Linkoping,  and  which  is  full  of  interesting  information. 
Swedenborg  mentions  GKistav  Benzelstjema  in  liis  "Spiritual  Diary" 
in  several  places;  in  the  "Larger  Diary"  (p.  69)  he  says  of  him: 
"In  the  external  form  he  seemed  honest,  but  it  appeared  that  he 
led  a  [dift'erentj  life  when  by  himself.  It  was  his  custom,  when 
answering  those  against  whom  he  entertained  evil  thoughts,  to  chide 
them  with  such  cutting  sarcasms  as  would  wound  them  interiorly,  so 
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that  they  could  not  make  any  reply  to  them.  He  was  so  accustomed 
to  the  use  of  such  sarcasms  that  they  flowed  spontaneously  from  his 
interiors;  he  therefore  burned  with  the  intention  as  it  were  of  killing 
the  souls  of  others."  His  fate  in  the  other  world  is  described  in  the 
same  passage.  See  also  the  "Smaller  Diary,"  no.  4548;  and  the 
"Larger  Diary,"  nos.  4851,  5701,  5702,  5900,  59G2,  5978,  6028. 


NOTE  66. 

ANDEES  SWAB. 

A. 

Anders  Swab  was  born  in  1681.  His  father  was  Anton  Swab, 
a  mining  official  at  Fahlun,  and  his  mother  Helena  Bergia,  sister  of 
Bisho])  Swedberg's  second  wife.  After  the  death  of  Helena  Bergia, 
his  father  married  Christina  Arrhusia,  who,  on  the  death  of  her 
husband,  became  the  third  wife  of  Bishop  Swedberg  (see  Document  10, 
p.  151,  and  Document  15;  see  also  the  footnote  on  page  83).  Anders 
Swab  studied  at  Upsal,  and  became  ausciUtant  in  the  College  of 
Mines  in  1702;  and  master  of  mines  (bergmdstare)  at  Stora  Koppar- 
bergslan  in  1714.  In  1716,  he  was  ai:)pointed  assessor  in  the  College 
of  Mines,  and  was  ennobled  in  1719.  In  1730,  he  became  councillor 
of  mines,  and  died  the  year  following  in  Stockholm.  From  1709  to 
1713,  he  ti'avelled  abroad  and  visited  the  mining  districts  of  Bohemia; 
he  has  the  reputation  of  having  contributed  much  towards  the  develoj)- 
ment  of  the  mining  interest  of  Sweden.  Anders  Swab  was  married 
to  EUsabeth  Brink  (see  footnote  to  Document  62),  the  widow  of 
Swedenborg's  younger  brother  Eliezer.  The  following  testimony  is 
borne  by  Swedenborg  in  his  "Spiritual  Diary"  (n.  5042),  in  respect  to 
Swab's  administration  in  the  mining  district  of  Fahlun:  "The  inhabitants 
of  this  district  are  more  interiorly  wicked  than  those  of  the  others, 
but  they  have  been  made  worse  in  recent  times  than  they  were  before. 
This  has  been  done  by  their  governor  (A.  Swab),  who  has  made  a 
division  among  the  people  in  this  wise:  by  gains  and  bribes  he  allured 
them,  and  all  who  were  on  his  side  he  rewarded;  he  also  honom-ed 
them  by  deed  as  well  as  in  word.  The  rest,  whoever  they  may  have 
been,  whether  sincere  or  insincere,  he  persecuted  in  every  possible 
manner;  he  deprived  them  of  their  gains,  and  calumniated  them 
himself  and  througli  others.  In  one  word,  from  a  feeling  of  internal 
hatred  he  sowed  discord  in  every  community  there;  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  they,  among  whom  sincerity  had  formei'ly  pre- 
vailed  fiom  an  hereditary  principle,   and    r/ho   had   been   interiorly 
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■wise,  by  the  destructiou  of  this  siucerity  have  now  become  among 
the  worst  of  their  class."  Additional  information  respecting  A.  Swab's 
sj^iritnal  condition  is  given  in  the  "Smaller  Diary,"  no.  4G27,  and 
also  on  p.  53;  likewise  in  the  "Larger  Diary,"  nos.  4701,  4835, 
4839  (see  note  58),  4842,  4843. 

B. 

ANTON  SWAB. 

Anton  Swab,  who  is  mentioned  in  Documents  101,  107,  and  114, 
was  a  step-brother  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg's,  liis  mother,  Christina 
Arrhusia,  having  been,  as  already  stated,  the  third  wife  of  Bishop 
Swedberg.  Anton  Swab  was  born  in  1702  at  Fahlun;  he  studied 
at  TJpsal,  became  auscultant  in  the  College  of  Mines  in  1723;  was 
made  master  of  mines  (bergmdstare)  at  Skane  in  1736;  fellow  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  1742;  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines  in 
1748;  councillor  of  Mines  in  1751,  when  he  was  also  ennobled.  He 
was  never  married,  and  died  in  1768.  Like  his  brother  he  interested 
himself  very  much  in  mining  matters,  and  he  undertook  journeys  to 
other  countries  in  order  to  perfect  liimself  in  the  science  and  art  of 
mining. 

C. 
JOHANNES  MORBUS. 

Johannes  Morseus,  who  is  mentioned  together  with  Anders  Swab 
in  Document  50,  was  first  cousin  to  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  his  mother 
Barbro  being  a  sister  of  Bishop  Swedberg.  His  father  was  tax- 
commissioner  at  Fahlun,  and  his  grandfather,  Magister  Petrus  Jonse, 
was  Hector  of  Mora,  and  subsequently  of  Fahhm.  After  the  death 
of  his  father  in  1678,  he  was  educated  in  Stockholm  at  the  expense 
of  Bishop  Swedberg,  who  was  then  regimental  chaplain.  On  leaving 
school,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  chemist.  After  Bishop  Swedberg 
had  removed  to  UiDsal,  he  appointed  Morseus  in  1696  private  tutor 
to  his  son  Emanuel,  who  was  then  eight  years  old.  He  remained  at 
TJpsal  seven  years,  enjojdng  the  tuition  of  Budbeck,  Boberg,  and 
other  eminent  professors,  imj^artiag  at  the  same  time  the  rudiments 
of  learning  to  his  young  and  gifted  pupil.  In  1703  he  travelled  abroad 
at  the  exjiense  of  liis  uncle  JesjDer  Swedberg,  who  meanwhile  had 
been  advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Skara.  After  studying  medicine 
under  Boerhave  at  Leyden  for  a  year,  and  spending  another  \-ear  in 
Paris,  he  returned  home,  having  obtained  the   degree   of  doctor   of 
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medicine  at  Rheims.  By  the  kind  offices  of  Bishop  Swedherg  he 
Avas  appointed  jjrovincial  physician  at  Skara,  where  for  four  yeara 
he  rosidfMl  in  tlie  Bishop's  house  at  Brunsbo.  He  afterwards  received 
tlie  appointment  of  physician  to  the  mining  district  around  Fahlun. 
Here  he  married  and  settled  on  the  estate  called  Sweden,  the 
homestead  of  the  Swedberg  family.  He  had  seven  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  Sara  Ehsabeth,  was  married  to  the  celebrated  Linnseus, 
so  that  the  great  Swedish  botanist  became  related  by  marriage  to 
Emanuel  Swedenborg;  yet  as  this  marriage  did  not  take  place  until 
1739,  Swedenborg,  as  we  have  shown  in  Note  16,  was  probably  not 
much  acquainted  with  him.  Morseus  died  in  1742,  on  his  estate  of 
Sweden,  in  his  seventy-first  j'ear,  having  enjoyed  excellent  health 
during  the  whole  of  his  life.  He  was  highly  esteemed  both  for  his 
piofessional  skill  and  for  liis  social  and  domestic  virtues;  and  it  is 
most  gratifying  to  learn  from  the  "Spiritual  Diary,"  that  the  good 
reputation  which  Jforfeus  acquired  in  this  world  followed  him  into 
the  other;  for  we  read  concerning  him  in  no.  4717:  "I  saw  two  men 
who  were  good  and  had  been  known  to  me  in  the  world  (Moraeus 
and  Bierchenius^^^);  they  appeared  with  an  entirely  different  face 
fi-om  what  tliey  had  before.  For  good  conjoined  with  truth  forms 
the  face,  and  every  angel  and  good  spirit  is  the  form  of  his  own 
good  which  has  received  form."  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  that 
both  the  father,  from  whom  Swedenborg  derived  his  hereditary  qualities, 
and  the  teacher  who  giiided  his  childhood  in  the  acquirement  of  know- 
ledge, were  really  good  men. 


NOTE  67. 
JOHAN  HENRIC  WERNER. 

Johan  Henric  AVerner,  Swedenborg's  publisher,  was  printer  to 
His  Jiajesty  the  King,  and  also  to  the  University  of  Upsal.  In  1722 
lie  received  the  title  of  "Directeur."  From  Swedenborg's  descrijjtion 
of  his  character  in  Document  50,  he  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
actuated  by  generous  impulses.  He  printed  and  published  the  Dcedalus 
Hijperhoreus,  and  all  the  author's  other  works  written  in  the  Swedish 
language,  with  tlie  exception  of  one,  "Om  Jordens  Gang  ocli  Stand," 
which  was  published  at  Skara.  For  Bishop  Swedberg's  opinion  of 
"NVemer  see  Documents  17  and  19. 
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NOTE  68. 
STARBO. 

Starbo,  the  name  of  an  iron-work  in  the  parish  of  Norrberke, 
or  rather  Norrbarke.  in  Dalecarha.  It  is  situated  at  the  northern 
extremity  of  Lake  Barken,  near  the  borough  of  Smedjebacken.  In 
the  district  around  this  place  there  are  numerous  iron-works  and 
mines.  The  country  itself  is  described  as  most  beautiful  and  pic- 
turesque, and  it  is  not  surprizing  therefore  that  it  was  a  favourite 
resort  of  the  Swedberg  family,  and  of  Swedenborg  in  jDarticular. 
Starbo  was  the  property  of  Bishop  Swedberg's  second  wife,  Sara 
Bergia  (see  Document  10,  p.  147),  who  was  the  daughter  of  Anders 
B.  Bergius,  the  Dean  and  pastor  of  the  Norrberke  parish.  During 
her  life-time  the  works  seem  to  have  been  managed  mostly  by  Lars 
Benzelstjerna,^  who  was  the  master  or  governor  of  mines  of  the 
district  from  1713  to  1722,  and  who,  during  the  whole  of  that  time, 
seems  to  have  resided  at  Starbo,  since  this  is  put  down  as  the  birth- 
place of  some  of  his  children.  Sara  Bergia  left  the  whole  of  the 
estate  to  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  as  appears  from  Document  131,  but 
with  the  proviso  that  he  should  pay  the  other  children  their  share 
in  money.  From  a  memorandum  on  the  fly-leaf  of  one  of  the  volumes 
containing  the  "S23iritual  Diary"  it  appears  that  Swedenborg  possessed 
one-half  of  Starbo,  and  Lars  Benzelstjerna  the  other.  Regarding 
the  relations  between  them  consult  Note  8. 


NOTE  69. 
ERIC  ESBERO. 

Eric  Esberg,  of  whom  Swedenborg  in  Documents  54  and  81 
speaks  as  brother  Esberg,  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Zacharias  A.  Esberg, 
Bishop  of  Wexio,  and  Christina  Benzelia,  an  elder  sister  of  Ericus 
Benzelius.  He  was  born  in  Stockholm  in  1699,  where  his  father  was 
at  that  time  chaplain  to  the  Queen  Dowager,  Hedwig  Eleonora,*^*  and 
rector  of  the  church  on  the  Riddarholm.  He  studied  at  Upsal;  in 
1720,  he  became  auscuUant  in  the  College  ofMnes;  in  1740,  master 
of  mines,  and  in  1747,  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines.  In  1751  he 
was  ennobled,  when  he  assumed  the  name  of  Bergenskold.  In  1757 
he  became  councillor  of  mines.  He  died  in  1769.  In  Document  61 
Swedenborg  speaks  of  the  Esbergs  in  the  plural  number,  meaning 
thereby  Eric  Esberg,   and  his  younger  brother  Carl  Henric  Esberg, 


DE.  ROBERG.  675 

who  was  also  a  student  at  Upsal  at  the  same  time,  and  who  subsequently, 
imder  the  name  of  Bergenskold,  rose  to  the  dignity  of  Vice-President 
in  the  Court  of  Ap^jeals  in  Stockholm.     He  died  in  1779. 


NOTE  70. 
DR.  ROBERG. 

Dr.  Roherg,  who  is  so  often  mentioned  in  Swedenhorg's  letters 
to  Ericus  Benzehus,  is  commemorated  by  Prof.  Atteibom  in  his 
notes  to  Swedenhorg's  letters  in  the  following  words:  "Lars  Roberg, 
Doctor  of  Ifedicine,  and  Professor  of  Practical  Medicine  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Upsal,  deserves  imperishable  fame  for  the  mode  in  which 
he  cultivated  his  special  science,  and  all  other  branches  of  phy- 
sical science  connected  with  it.  To  him  the  University  owes  its 
Hospital.  The  establishment  of  such  an  Institution  had  been  proposed 
by  Olof  Rudbeck  the  elder  as  early  as  1701.  In  the  form  in  which 
it  was  presented  by  Roberg  it  was  approved  by  Charles  XII  in  1700, 
and  the  "Oxenstjernian  mansion"  was  purchased  for  it  in  1708.  Roberg 
was  as  cynical  and  eccentric  (even  in  liis  orthography),  as  he  was 
learned,  quick,  precise  at  rejDartee,  brillant,  and  satirical.  In  the 
Appendix  to  Acrel's  "Essay  on  the  Foundation  and  Development  of 
Medical  Science  at  the  seat  of  learning  at  Upsal"  are  many  humorous 
anecdotes  of  this  Swedish  Diogenes,  and  among  others  of  the  various 
law-suits  in  which  he  was  embroiled  by  his  zeal  for  anatomy  and 
surgery,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  great  want  of  subjects  for  the 
prosecution  of  these  important  studies.  Roberg  died  one  Sunday 
morning  in  1742,  after  he  had  taken  his  coffee  at  Chironius' 
restauiant  at  the  usual  hour."  To  this  we  may  add  that  Dr.  Roberg 
was  born  in  Stockholm  in  16G4,  where  his  father  was  apothecary  to 
the  King.  Before  Roberg's  time  all  medical  students  were  obliged 
to  go  abroad  for  their  medical  diploma,  but  by  his  untiring  exertions 
he  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  the  University  of  Upsal  in  1738  the 
right  of  creating  doctors  of  medicine.  Among  the  anecdotes  related 
of  him  is  one  in  the  Swedish  "Biografiskt  Lexicon,"  (Vol.  12,  p.  123,) 
which  deserves  to  be  put  on  permanent  record:  "One  day  Professor 
0.  Rudbeck  the  younger  complained  of  a  want  of  diligence  among 
the  students,  although  secretly  he  was  not  so  much  concerned  about 
it  (see  Note  49);  Robeig  answered:  "An  industrious  professor  makes 
industrious  students"  (Jtituj  Professor  (for  jiittig  Student).  Roberg 
was  never  married,  but  led  the  Ufe  of  an  eccentric  anchorite. 
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NOTE  71. 
THE  PEOFESSOES  VALEEIUS. 

Two  Professors  Valerius  are  spoken  of  in  Swedenborg's  letters 
to  Ericus  Benzelius ;  one,  whose  death  is  mentioned  in  Document  58, 
was  Harald  Valerius;  the  other,  whose  name  occurs  in  Documents 
59,  60,  and  afterwards,  was  his  son  Johan  Valerius;  a  second  son, 
Goran  Valerius  (see  Note  126)  occurs  in  Document  159.  Harald 
Valerius  was  the  son  of  Johan  Valerius,  rector  of  Wallersta  in 
Ostergothland;  he  studied  at  Upsal,  and  graduated  there  as  Master 
of  Philosophy.  He  afterwards  received  the  appointment  of  director 
of  music,  and  of  assistant  librarian;  lecturing  at  the  same  time  on 
plailosophy.  In  1690,  he  became  professor  of  mathematics;  and 
died  in  1716.  He  was  succeeded  in  his  professorship  by  his  son, 
Johan  Valerius,  who  had  been  nominated  as  his  father's  successor 
by  Charles  XII.  four  years  pre\'iously.  There  is  not  much  known 
respecting  him.  but  Swedenborg  seems  to  have  entertained  a  very 
favourable  opinion  of  him,  as  appeal's  from  Documents  60,  75,  78,  91, 
where  his  name  is  mentioned.  From  Document  78,  it  appears  that 
both  professors  were  followers  of  Descartes,  as  Swedenborg  chargdfe 
them  with  their  Cartesianism. 


NOTE  72. 
DE.  MAGNUS  BEOMELL. 

Dr.  Magnus  Bromell  is  noticed  by  Prof.  Atterbom  in  his  an- 
notations to  Swedenborg's  letters,  in  the  following  words:  "Magnus 
Bromell  was  at  the  date  of  Swedenborg's  letter  (Document  67), 
professor  of  medicine  at  Upsal;  but  just  about  this  time  he  received 
the  apiDointment  of  professor  of  anatomy  in  Stockholm.  In  1720,  he 
was  made  at  the  same  time  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines  (see 
Document  153)  and  in  the  College  of  Medicine.  In  1724,  he  became 
President  of  the  latter  College  and  Phj'sician  to  the  Eoyal  family; 
he  was  ennobled  in  1726,  when  he  called  liimself  von  Bromell.  He 
died  in  1731.  He  is  described  as  of  very  small  statm-e,  liis  height 
not  exceeding  two  ells  and  a  half;  he  had  jjiercing  eyes,  uncommonly 
small  hands,  was  quick  and  light  in  his  movements,  and  was  of  a 
cheerful  and  upright  mind." 
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NOTE  73. 
GEORG  STJERNHJELM. 

Georg  Stjenihjelm,  for  whom  Swedenborg  seems  to  have  enter- 
tained great  respect,  (Document  64,  p,  267,  and  Documents  70 
and  71  A.)  was  a  man  of  true  genius,  and  at  tlie  same  time  of  ency- 
clopaedic learning.  He  was  a  poet  and  mathematician,  a  philo- 
logist and  physicist,  an  historian  and  a  commentator  on  Swedish  laws. 
His  allegorical  and  didactic  poem  "Hercules,"  is  still  regarded  as 
one  of  the  gems  of  Swedish  Hterature.  He  intx'oduced  the  microscope 
and  magnifying  glasses  into  Sweden,  and  made  discoveries  in  tlie 
jihysical  sciences.  He  wrote  a  theory  of  numbers  and  a  work  on 
trigonometry.  He  investigated  the  origin  of  the  Swedish  language, 
and  jjublished  a  glossary  of  ITlphilas'  -'(lothic  Gospels;"  and  he  left 
beliind  him  a  great  number  of  unpublished  writings  on  the  most  varied 
subjects  in  science,  philosophy,  and  philology.  He  was  a  man  of 
independent  character,  and  the  veiy  opposite  of  a  sj'coj^hant;  where- 
fore he  had  many  persecutions  and  privations  to  suffer,  not  only  in 
his  earlier  but  in  his  later  years;  yet  he  was  alwaj-s  contented  and 
cheerfu],  and  was  possessed  of  the  most  imperturbable  good  humour. 
This  great  man,  of  whom  his  countiymen  feel  justly  proud,  was  born 
in  Dalecarlia  in  1598,  where  his  father  was  a  miner;  in  1625,  he 
became  professor  in  the  gymnasium  of  "Westerns;  in  1630,  he  was 
made  assessor  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  at  Dorpat,  Livonia;  in  1631, 
he  had  the  ancient  diploma  of  nobility  of  his  family  ^renewed,  when 
he  called  himself  Stjernhjelm,  his  former  name  having  been  Goran 
Ulofssohn,  and  afterwards  Lillje.  In  1648,  he  became  Vice-President 
of  the  Court  of  Apj^eals  at  Dorpat.  In  consequence  of  the  troubled 
fitate  of  Livonia,  and  the  continual  incursions  of  the  Kussians,  he 
several  times  lost  all  his  possessions,  and  had  to  flee  to  Stockholm, 
where  he  was  valued  for  his  poetical  genius,  but  was  in  disgrace  at 
Queen  Christina's  Court  because  of  his  inde2:)endent  character  and 
unsparing  denunciation  of  her  extravagance  and  luxuriousness.  After 
Christina's  abdication  he  led  a  quieter  life.  In  1666,  he  was  made 
President  of  the  College  of  Anti(piities  at  TJpsal;  and  died  in  1672. 
Stjernhjelm  was  the  first  Swede  who  was  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  London. 

^  NOTE  74. 

LINEA  CAROLINA. 

Having  submitted  a  memorial  to  the  government  on  the  subject, 
Stjernhjelm"^  was  commissioned  in  1661  to  determine  more  minutely 
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the  weights  and  measures  which  had  been  adopted  in  Sweden,  and 
to  discover  a  more  reliable  standard  of  measure.  He  took  water  as 
his  fundamental  unit,  and  in  comparison  with  its  weight  determined 
the  weight  and  measure  of  all  other  substances,  constructing  thus 
his  Linea  Carolina  on  physical  grounds.  His  standard  was  approved 
by  the  government  and  adopted  throughout  the  whole  country;  and 
it  continued  to  be  used  until  1737,  when  experience  showed  a  flaw 
in  his  theory,  he  having  assumed  that  all  water  is  of  the  same  density. 
(See'  Documents  69  and  70.) 


NOTE  75. 
BIEGER  VASSENIUS. 

Bir'ger  Vassenius,  who  is  mentioned  in  Documents  74,  75,  80, 
and  101,  and  in  whom  Ericus  Benzehus  and  Emanuel  Swedenborg 
took  great  interest,  was  born  in  1687.  He  was  the  son  of  a  peasant 
at  Vassanda,  near  Wenersborg,  from  which  he  took  the  name  of 
Vassenius.  He  went  to  school  at  Skara,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  Bishop  Swedberg,  and  in  1712  he  left  for  the  University  of 
ITpsal.  There  he  soon  became  favourably  known  to  Prof  Elfvius 
(see  Note  54),  on  account  of  the  interest  he  took  in  astronomy. 
In  1717  he  wrote  a  disj^utation  on  the  "Planet  Venus,"  wliich  he 
dedicated  to  Polhem  and  Emanuel  Swedenborg.  Vassenius  remained 
at  Upsal  till  172Q,  in  the  hojDe  of  receiving  an  appointment  as  professor, 
and  meanwhile  eked  out  a  living  by  selling  barometers  and  acting 
as  private  tutor  to  some  of  the  students.  After  Benzehus  became 
Bishop  of  Gottenburg  he  invited  Vassenius  to  that  town,  where  he 
soon  received  an  appointment  as  professor  of  mathematics  in  the 
gymnasium,  and  where  he  greatly  interested  the  students  in  astronomy 
and  mathematics;  from  1731  to  1738,  he  was  rector  of  the  gymnasium. 
In  the  year  1724,  he  pubhshed  an  almanac  at  Skara,  wliich  continued 
to  appear  annually  till  1750.  In  1751,  he  reigned  his  ijrofessorship 
at  Gottenburg,  and  retired  to  the  country,  where  he  lived  on  his 
paternal  estate  at  Vassanda  for  the  rest  of  his  Hfe.  Vassenius  was 
the  first  to  notice  the  rose-coloured  protuberances  of  the  sun  during 
its  total  eclipse  in  1733.  He  communicated  his  observations  to  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  who  inserted  it  in  their  "Philosophical 
Transactions,'"  Vol.  XXXVIII.  These  observations  were  confirmed 
during  the  total  echpses  of  1842,  and  1851.  Vassenius  was  born 
one  year  before  Swedenborg,  in  1687,  and  he  died  one  year  before 
him,  in  1771. 
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NOTE  76. 
DR.  JOHAN  HESSELIUS. 

Dr.  Johan  Hesselius,  who  is  mentioned  in  Document  76,  was  born 
in  1687,  and  was  the  son  of  Anders  Hesselius,  E-ector  of  Folkania  in 
Dalecarha,  and  of  Maria  Bergia,  sister  of  the  second  wife  of  Bisliop 
Swedberg.  He  j^assed  his  examination  at  Upsal  in  1714,  and  in 
the  year  follo^raig  was  apj^ointed  provincial  physician  of  West  Gothland, 
where  for  many  years  he  lived  at  the  house  of  his  uncle  Bishop 
Swedberg.  AVhile  staying  with  the  Bishop,  we  read,  that  "every  evening 
usually,  his  good  friend  Dr.  J.  Hesselius  played  hymns  for  him  on 
his  violoncello"  (see  Document  10,  p.  114).  In  1721,  he  went  abroad 
in  the  company  of  his  cousin,  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  and  obtained  his 
diploma  as  doctor  of  medicine  at  Harderwyk  in  Holland.  He  after- 
wards spent  some  time  at  Leyden  where  he  heard  Boerhave,  Grave- 
sand,  and  Albinus,  and  then  travelled  with  Swedenborg  through 
Germany  and  Austria.  In  the  "Miscellaneous  Observations"  which 
Swedenborg  published  in  Leipzig  during  this  journey,  he  describes 
(English  edition,  p.  10)  some  petrified  plants  which  he  found  near 
Liege,  and  expresses  himself  concei'ning  his  travelling  companion 
thus:  "The  vegetable  specimens  to  which  I  have  alluded  were  collected 
by  myself  and  my  travelUng  companion,  Dr.  Johan  Hessehus.  pliysician 
to  the  province  of  "West  Gothland,  and  well  skilled  in  the  liotany 
and  fossils  of  Sweden."  He  mentions  him  again  at  p.  26  (EngUsh 
edition).  In  1728,  Hessehus  was  appointed  provincial  physician  of 
Nerike  and  Wennland;  in  1733,  he  became  assessor  of  the  College 
of  Medicine;  and  in  1743,  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  He 
died  on  his  estate  of  Ahlqvittern  in  Wermland  in  1752.  The 
Swedish  Biographical  Lexicon  says  of  him,  "Hesselius  was  of  small 
stature,  but  gifted  with  great  natural  talents.  As  a  physician  he 
hked  to  employ  those  remedies,  which  were  nearest  at  hand  and 
grew  in  the  neighbourhood.  His  greatest  delight  consisted  in  making 
new  experiments  and  new  discoveries  in  botany.  *  *  *  Through  his 
brother  (see  Note  91)  he  received  from  America  a  large  collection 
of  snakes,  lizards,  and  other  animals  hitherto  unknown,  which  he 
left  to  the  Senator,  Count  Carl  Gyllenborg,  by  whom  they  were 
given  to  the  Museum  of  the  University  of  Ujisul,  where  they  are 
Ijresers-ed  under  the  name  of  Amphibia  Gyllenborg iana.  The  merits 
of  Dr.  Hesselius  were  acknowledged  by  the  Swedish  Diet  which  met 
in  1747,  and  which  made  a  grant  of  money  to  him."  Swedenborg 
mentions     the     two    brothei's    Hegselius    in    the    "Spiritual  Diary," 
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(uo.  5065.)  He  also  speaks  of  theii-  sister  Sara  Hesselia,  of  whom 
he  says  (in  no.  4530),  that  she  had  thought  he  intended  to  marry 
her,  and  that  when  she  found  she  was  mistaken,  and  had  been  married 
to  another  man,  she  was  seized  with  such  a  deadly  hatred  against 
him  that  she  even  revolved  in  her  mind  how  she  might  destroy  him. 


NOTE  77. 
NILS  HASSELBOM. 

Nils  Hasselbom,  who  was  mentioned  by  Swedenborg  in  I>ocuments 
80  and  101,  in  connection  with  Vassenius,  was  the  son  of  a  peasant 
from  Klefva.  He  left  the  gymnasium  at  Skara  for  the  University 
of  TJpsal  in  the  same  year  (1712)  as  Vassenius;''^  Hasselbom  being 
the  first  on  a  list  of  twenty-six  students,  and  Vassenius  second. 
Hasselbom  took  his  degree  as  master  of  philosophy  in  1722,  and  in 
1724  was  appointed  jjrofessor  of  mathematics  in  the  University  at 
Abo  in  Finland,  wliich  at  that  time  belonged  to  Sweden. 

NOTE  78. 
BAROX  GORTZ. 

Baron  Georg  Heinricli  von  Grortz  was  Privy  Councillor  at  the 
Court  of  Holstein,  by  wliich  he  was  sent,  in  1706,  on  a  mission  to 
Charles  XII,  who  was  then  in  Saxony.  At  that  time  he  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  entered  into  his  service,  and  be- 
came at  first  his  minister  of  finance,  and  afterwards  prime  minister. 
He  accompanied  Charles  XII  on  almost  all  his  campaigns,  and  was 
employed  by  him  in  the  most  difficult  diplomatic  missions.  Charles  XU 
demanded  an  army  and  a  fleet;  and  Cortz  provided  it  for  him  by 
di'aining  the  country  of  all  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  by 
possessing  himself  of  all  the  coined  money  of  the  country,  plunging 
it  thereby  into  the  greatest  financial  confusion  and  distress.  Wliile 
he  was  on  the  point  of  concluding  peace  with  the  enemies  of  Sweden, 
on  terms  advantageous  to  Sweden,  Charles  XII  was  killed  before 
Fredrickshall  in  1718.  By  order  of  Ulrica  Eleonora,  who  succeeded 
Charles,  Gortz  was  at  once  arrested  and  conveyed  to  Stockholm, 
where  he  was  tried  by  a  commission,  and  beheaded  in  1719.  The 
authorities  are  divided  in  opinion  as  to  whether  Gortz  was  not  a 
mere  instrument  in  the  hand  of  the  King,  and  therefore  whether 
Charles  was  not  alone  answerable  for  the  ruin  he  brought  upon  his 
country.     If  Gortz  acted  onh   in  obedience  to  the  King,  his  guilt  is 
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very  much  diminished.  Still  a  conscientious  statesman  ought  to  serve, 
not  his  royal  master  only,  hut  the  people  also;  and,  indeed,  he  ought 
to  serve  the  people  in  the  first  place,  or  the  King  for  the  sake  of 
the  people.  Whichever  way  the  question  is  decided,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  Grortz  deeply  wronged  the  Swedish  peojile,  whether 
as  the  prime  mover  of  these  disastrous  measures,  or  as  the  mere 
instrument  of  the  King. 


NOTE  79, 
COUNT  CARL  GUSTAV  MORNER. 

"Count  Carl  Gustav  ]\l6rner,"  says  Atterbom  in  his  note  to  our 
Document  81,  "was  senator  and  field-marshal.  At  that  time  [i.  e. 
1718]  he  stood  in  high  favour  with  the  King,  and  was  with  him  to 
the  last  at  Frederickshall,  In  Morner's  service  was  the  dwarf  Luxen- 
burg,  who  used  to  amuse  the  King  by  singing  French  and  Italian 
adirs."  Count  Morner  was  born  in  165R,  After  the  death  of  the  King 
he  became  President  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  at  Jonkoping,  and 
died  at  that  place  in  1721.  He  has  the  reputation  of  having  been, 
a    brave  soldier  and  an  able  general. 


NOTE  80, 
MARTIN  LUDWIC  MANDERSTROM. 

Martin  Ludvig  Manderstrom,  who  married  Maria  Polhem,  (see  Docu- 
ment 81,)  was  born  in  1691.  He  was  a  page  at  the  Royal  Court;  studied 
afterwards  at  Upsal,  and  in  1713  became  one  of  the  gentlemen  in 
attendance  on  the  King,  He  followed  Charles  XII  from  Turkey  to 
Stralsund  in  1715;  was  with  him  during  the  whole  of  the  memor.able 
siege,  and  waited  upon  him  to  the  hour  of  his  death.  He  after- 
wards accompanied  his  corpse  to  Carlberg.  In  1720  he  became 
Chamberlain  to  King  Frederic,  which  post  he  filled  for  twenty-three 
years.  On  the  accession  to  the  throne  of  King  Adolphus  Frederic 
he  became  general  manager  of  his  Court,  which  oifice  he  also  held 
under  King  Gustavus  III  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1780.  Mander- 
strom became  Councillor  of  War  in  1747,  and  in  1771  was  created 
a  baron.     He  had  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 
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NOTE  81. 
ALBEECHT  SCHONSTROM. 

Albrecht  Schonstiom,  who  is  mentioned  in  Document  86,  was 
the  second  son  of  Peter  Schonstrom,  brother  of  Bishop  Swedberg, 
and  hence  was  Swedenborg's   cousin.     See  Document  9,  p.  85. 

NOTE  82. 
BAGLIVI. 

Of  Baglivi,  who  is  mentioned  by  Swedenborg  in  Document  88, 
we  find  in  Hieser's  "History  of  Medicine,"  p.  605,  the  following 
account:  "In  a  shipwreck,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ragusa,  of  the 
whole  crew  only  two  tender  boys  were  rescued:  and  they  were  after- 
wards entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  Jesuits.  The  orphans  were 
subsequently  taken  charge  of  by  two  brothers,  Baghvi,  at  Lecce, 
one  of  whom  was  a  priest  and  the  other  a  physician.  The  elder  of 
the  two  boys  took  holy  orders,  but  the  younger,  Griorgio,  followed 
the  profession  of  his  adopted  father,  and  studied  first  at  Salerno, 
Naples,  and  Bologna,  and  finally  at  Rome  under  Maljjiglii.  There 
he  very  soon  became  professor  of  theoretical  medicine  in  the  insti- 
tution called  "Sapienza,"  and  afterwards  professor  of  anatomy  and 
surgery.  He  soon  distinguished  himself  there  by  his  great  talent 
for  teaching,  as  well  as  by  his  general  scientific  culture  and  estimable 
character.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-four  years.  His  most 
important  works  are:  1.  De  praxi  medica  ad  pristinam  ohservandi 
rationem  revocanda  libri  II,  Eome,  1696.  2.  Specimen  quatuor 
librorum  de  fibra  motrice  et  morhosa,  Borne,  1701.  3.  Opera  omnia 
medico  practica  et  anatomica,  Lugd.  Bat.  1704.  Haller  does  not 
judge  very  favourably  of  Baglivi,  and  even  expresses  the  suspicion, 
that  he  sought  to  pass  off  some  discoveries  of  Malpighi  as  his  own. 

NOTE  83. 
DESCARTES. 

Rene  Descartes,  (Document  88,)  but  frequently  called  Renatus  Car- 
tesius,  the  well-known  reformer  of  philosophy,  was  born  in  1596,  and 
died  in  1650.  In  1649  he  was  persuaded  to  go  to  Sweden,  where 
Queen  Christina  desired  his  learned  intercourse  and  instruction;  but 
he  died  there  a  few  months  after  his  arrival.  His  philosojjhy  pre- 
vailed much  in  Sweden  during  Swedenborg's  time  (see  Document  78). 
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NOTE  84. 
GIOVANNI  ALFONSO  EOEELLI. 

Giovanni  Alfonso  Borelli,  (Document88,)  the  author  of  the  important 
woik  De  viofu  animalium  (Roma,  1680,  1681),  was  born  at  Naples 
in  1608,  and  taught  first  at  Messina  and  afterwards  at  Pisa  as  professor 
of  mathematics.  He  returned  to  Messina,  but  on  account  of  having 
been  mixed  up  in  some  pohtical  complications  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  that  town.  He  now  went  to  Home,  where  he  hved  at  the  Court 
of  Queen  Christina  of  Sweden,  After  she  was  no  longer  able  to 
maintain  him,  he  witlidrew  to  a  monastery,  where  he  was  obliged  to 
gain  a  Uvehhood  by  giving  instruction  in  mathematics.  His  character 
is  described  as  harsh  and  abrupt ;  but  by  misfortune  he  became 
milder  and  more  sympathetic.  He  was  not  only  a  physiologist  and 
mathematician,  but  also  a  pliysicist  and  astronomer.    He  died  in  1679. 

NOTE  85. 
ROBERT  BOYLE. 

Robert  Boyle,  (Document  93,)  a  celebrated  English  physicist,  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  fathers  of  modern  chemistry.  He  instituted  a 
great  number  of  experiments  in  physics  and  chemistry,  and  w^as  the 
first  who  experimented  on  the  chemical  composition  of  air.  His 
Avritings  are  a  vast  repository  of  important  scientific  discoveries  and 
experiments.  Boyle  was  the  seventh  son  of  the  Earl  of  Cork, 
and  was  born  in  1627.  He  died  in  1691,  and  was  buried  in  West- 
minster Abbey. 

NOTE  86. 
COUNT  8VEN  LAGERBERG. 

Sven  Lagerberg,  Baron  and  Count,  at  the  time  mentioned  in 
Document  99,  was  confirmed  as  Senator  by  King  Frederic.  He  was 
born  in  1672,  and  followed  Charles  XII  as  lieutenant  and  captain 
in  the  Russian  campaign.  While  the  King  was  enclosed  in  Bender, 
Ijagerberg  was  sent  as  ambassador  to  the  Klian  in  tlie  Crimea,  in 
order  to  obtain  his  assistance  against  Peter  the  Great.  In  1714,  he 
became  colonel;  and  in  1717,  major-general.  In  1719,  he  was  created 
a  baron.  La  1723,  he  became  president  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  at 
Jonkiiping,    and  also  senator;    and  in   1731,  he  was  made   a  count. 
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He  died  in  1746.  Dr.  Kahl  states  in  his  Narratlunculm  that  he 
was  very  highly  praised  as  a  senator,  and  that  he  excelled  his 
colleagues  in  industry,  prudence,  and  patriotism.  Swedenborg  re- 
peatedly mentions  him  in  his  "Spiritual  Diary,"  see  "Smaller  Diary," 
p.  80—82,  "Lai-ger  Diary,"  4683,  5461^,  5479,  5867,  6028. 


NOTE  87. 
COUNT  CARL  GYLLENBORG. 

Count  Carl  Gyllenborg  was  born  in  1679.  He  was  an  ambitious 
man,  known  in  Swedish  history  as  the  leader  of  the  party  of  the 
"hats."  The  influence  which  he  exerted  on  Swedish  politics  is  fully 
described  in  the  Introduction  to  Document  172.  Dr.  Kahl  says  of 
him  that,  as  is  the  case  with  all  distinguished  men,  he  had  both 
many  friends  and  numerous  antagonists;  but  that  they  all  agree  in 
describing  him  as  a  very  learned  man,  as  a  poet  not  without  merit, 
as  an  able  politician,  and  a  wise  senator  who  served  his  country 
and  the  cause  of  freedom  to  the  hour  of  his  death.  In  1728, 
he  became  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Lund;  in  1739,  prime 
minister;  and  the  same  year  he  was  chosen  chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Upsal.  He  died  in  1746.  His  state  in  the  other  world, 
where  his  interior  nature,  which  was  selfish  and  worldly,  was  made 
apparent,  is  described  in  the  "Smaller  Diary,"  p.  57,  and  in  the 
"Larger  Diary,"  5008,  5024. 

NOTE  88. 
BARON  CEDERHJELM. 

Baron  .Josias  Cederhjelm  was  born  in  1673.  He  was  made 
senator  in  1723,  and  died  in  1729.  In  liis  "Smaller  Diary,"  No.  4676, 
Swedenborg  sj^eaks  of  a  Cederhjelm,  but  Dr.  Kahl,  in  his  Narrati- 
unculcB,  thinks  that  this  was  liis  father,  Grermund  Cederhjelm,  who 
died  in  1719;  it  is  more  probable  that  the  Cederhjelm  spoken  of 
there  by  Swedenborg  is  President  Germund  Cedeilijelm,  a  brother 
of  Josias  Cedei'hjelm,  who  died  in  1741,  in  his  eightieth  year. 

NOTE  89. 
PROFESSOR  BURMAN. 

Professor  Burman,  who  was  recommended  by  Swedenborg,  in 
Document  101,  as  a  successor  to  Celsius,  the  professor  of  mathematics 
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at  Upsal,  was  the  son  of  Elof  Burman,  the  commissioner  of  taxes  at 
Uj'sal.  His  sister  Johanna  Catharina  was  married  to  Gustav  Benzel- 
stjerna/^  and  after  his  death  to  Archbishop  Beronius. 


NOTE  90. 
OLOF  NOEDBORG. 

A[agister  Olof  Nordborg,  mentioned  in  Document  102,  was  pastor 
at  the  Swedish  Church  in  London  from  1712  to  1724,  when  he 
was  at  the  request  of  his  congregation  recalled  to  Sweden.  On 
his  return  he  received  the  pastoiate  of  Fredsberg  in  the  diocese  of 
Skaia.  He  is  described  as  a  learned  and  very  talented  man,  but 
wlio  in  his  after-years  suft'ered  from  melancholy  and  aberration  of 
mind.     He  committed  sviicide  in  1745. 


NOTE  91. 
ANDERS  HESSELIUS. 

Anders  Hesselius,  an  elder  brother  of  Dr.  Johan  Hesselius  (see 
Note  76),  was  bom  in  1677.  After  graduating  at  Ujisal  in  1707,  he 
was  appointed,  in  1711,  preacher  of  the  Swedish  congregations  in 
Delaware  and  Pemisylvania,  North  America.  He  remained  there  till 
1723,  giving  universal  satisfaction,  when  he  was  suddenly  called  back 
to  Sweden  by  Bishop  Swedberg.  He  arrived  in  London  at  the  end 
of  the  month  of  November,  and  had  to  remain  there  for  seven 
months,  before  he  found  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  Sweden. 
AVhile  in  London  he  lost  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in  America. 
On  being  presented  to  the  King  in  December,  1724,  according  to 
the  Swedish  "Biografiskt  Lexicon,"  he  received  from  him  the  jiastorate 
of  Gagnef  in  Dalecarlia,  and  not  of  "Sitter,"  as  is  stated  by  Sweden- 
borg  in  Document  102.  He  died  at  Gagnef  in  1733.  Concerning 
the  fate  of  his  collections  in  natural  history,  which  are  mentioned 
by  Swedenborg,  see  Note  76. 

NOTE  92. 

REAmruR. 

Rene  Antoine  Ferchault  de  Rt-aumur,  wlio  is  mentioned  by 
Sv.edenborg  in  Document  102,  and  described  by  liim  as  a  "clever 
scientific  man,"  was  born  at  La  Rochelle  in  France,  in  1683;   and 
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in  1708,  became  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  In  1709 
he  pubhshed  a  treatise  with  the  following  title:  De  la  formation 
et  de  I'accroissement  des  coquilles  des  animaux,  in  which  he  was  the 
first  to  show  that  the  shells  of  animals  are  formed  by  an  exudation 
from  their  pores.  While  experimenting  on  the  transformation  of  iron 
into  steel,  he  discovered  a  method  by  which  cast  iron  may  be  changed 
into  wrought  iron.  This  process  he  described  in  a  treatise  published 
in  1722,  and  to  this  Swedenborg  refers  in  Document  102.  After 
his  return  from  Sweden,  Reaumur  discovered  the  untrausparent  milk- 
glass.  In  1730,  he  introduced  the  spirit  thermometer,  with  a  new 
division  of  the  scale,  wliich  was  retained  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
even  after  mercury  was  substituted  for  alcohol.     He  died  in  1757. 


NOTE  93. 
SIE  HANS  SLOANE. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane,  by  whom  Swedenborg  (according  to  Document 
102)  was  invited  in  1724  to  become  a  corresponding  member  of  the 
Royal  Academy,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1660.  In  1684,  he  settled 
in  London,  and  was  soon  elected  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society.  In 
1687,  he  went  to  Jamaica  as  physician  to  the  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
and  resided  there  for  fifteen  months  making  large  collections  of 
natural  curiosities.  Returning  to  London  he  was  appointed  physician 
to  Christ's  Hospital  in  1694,  a  position  which  he  filled  for  thirty- 
six  years.  Having  shortly  before  been  elected  secretary  of  the 
Royal  Society  he  succeeded  in  reviving  the  "Philosophical  Trans- 
actions," which  had  been  discontinued,  and  until  1712  he  acted  as 
editor  of  the  work.  In  1707,  the  first  volume  of  his  "History  of 
Jamaica"  appeared;  and  in  1708,  he  was  elected  foreign  member 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris.  In  1716,  he  was  created 
a  baronet;  and  in  1727,  succeeded  Sir  Isaac  Newton  as  president  of 
the  Royal  Society.  In  a  scientific  point  of  view  he  was  noted  rather 
as  a  diligent  and  discriminating  collector  than  as  a  man  of  original 
ideas.  His  collections,  amounting  to  two  hundred  volumes  of  dried 
plants,  and  over  thirty  thousand  other  specimens  of  natural  history, 
besides  a  Library  of  50,000  volumes  and  3566  MSS.,  were  by  direction 
of  his  will  off'ered  to  the  nation  for  £20,000,  a  sum  not  equal  to  a 
fourth  part  of  their  value.  The  legacy  was  accepted  by  parliament, 
and  in  its  purchase  originated  the  British  Museum.  Swedenborg 
describes  in  his  "Divine  Love  and  Wisdom"  (no.  344)  an  interesting 
interview  he  had  with  Sir  Hans  Sloane  in  the  spiritual  world;  he 
says:    "I   heard   two    presidents    of  the  Enghsh  Royal  Society,    Sir 
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[HaiisJ  Sloane  and  [Martin]  Folkes  conversing  together  in  the  spiri- 
tual world  concerning  the  existence  of  seeds  and  eggs,  and  concern- 
ing productions  from  them  on  earth:  the  former  ascribed  them  to 
nature,  insisting  that  nature  was  from  creation  endued  with  the  pouer 
of  producing  such  things  by  means  of  the  sun's  heat;  the  other 
said  that  that  power  is  continually  in  nature  from  God  the  Creator. 
In  order  to  put  an  end  to  this  dispute,  a  beautiful  bird  was  exhibited 
to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and  he  was  told  to  examine  whether  it  differed 
in  the  least  from  a  similar  bird  on  earth.  He  held  it  in  liis  hand, 
examined  it,  and  said  that  there  was  no  difference;  he  knew  also 
that  this  bird  was  nothing  else  than  an  affection  of  a  cei-tain  angel 
rejiresented  without  him  in  this  form,  and  that  it  would  vanish  or 
cease  with  his  affection:  which  also  came  to  pass.  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
was  convinced  by  tliis  experience,  that  nature  does  not  contribute 
at  all  to  the  production  of  plants  and  animals,  but  only  that  which 
flows  from  the  spiritual  into  the  natural  world.  He  also  said  that 
if  this  bird  were  to  be  filled  in  its  least  parts  with  corresponding- 
matter  from  the  earth  and  so  fixed,  it  would  be  a  durable  bird,  as 
birds  on  earth.  He  added  further,  that  if  he  had  known  what  he 
now  knew  of  the  spiritual  world,  he  would  not  have  ascribed  any 
more  to  nature,  than  that  it  ministers  to  the  spiritual  principle 
from  Grod,  in  rendering  soUd  the  things  that  continually  flow  into 
nature." 

NOTE  94. 
JONAS  ALSTROMER. 

Jonas  Alstrom,  after  being  ennobled,  Alstromer,  the  father  of 
Swedish  manufactures,  was  born  in  1685.  In  1707  he  went  to  London, 
where  he  engaged  in  business,  and  became  Swedish  consul  in  1722. 
After  making  long  journeys  in  England,  France,  and  Holland,  he 
returned  to  Sweden  in  1723,  bringing  with  him  mechanics  and  workmen 
of  ever}'  kind,  and  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  machines  for  the  manufacture 
of  silk  and  woollen  goods.  He  settled  in  his  birth-place,  Alingsjis, 
between  Gottenburg  and  Falkoping,  and  soon  transformed  it  into  a 
flourishing  manufacturing  town.  Alstromer  also  imported  sheep  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  introduced  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
and  tobacco  into  Sweden.  He  seems  to  have  been  on  very  intimate 
terms  with  the  Swedenborg  family,  as  may  be  seen  from  Documents  33, 
104,  and  113.  In  Document  104  we  read  that  he  was  desirous  of 
talung  Em.  Swedenborg  to  England  in  order  "to  show  him  much 
that  is  interesting,  and  that  would  be  useful  to  the  country."  Consul 
Alstromer  became  councillor  of  Commerce  in  1739    and  was  ennobled 
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in  1751.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
in  Stockholm,  wliich  in  1755  and  1759  struck  medals  in  his  honour. 
In  1756,  the  Swedish  Diet  ordered  his  bust  to  be  placed  in  the 
exchange  in  Stockholm,  where  it  was  set  up  in  1790,  bearing  the 
inscription,  Jonas  Alstromer  Artium  Fiibrilium  in  Patria  Instaurator. 
After  the  death  of  Jonas  Alstromer,  Swedenborg  seems  to  have 
maintained  the  same  friendly  relation  with  his  son,  Augustus  Al- 
stromer, that  he  had  "vvith  the  father.  Augustus  Alstromer  was  bom  in 
1735;  was  a  merchant  in  Gottenburg,  and  a  Mend  of  Drs.  Beyer^^ 
and  Rosen.^^  From  a  letter  which  was  addressed  to  him  by  Sweden- 
borg in  1770,  and  wliich  will  be  found  in  Section  IX,  it  appears 
that  he  was  one  of  the  few  who  during  Swedenborg's  hfe-time  had 
a  belief  in  his  Divine  mission.  He  died  in  1773.  His  daughter, 
Anna  Margaretha,  after  her  father's  death,  was  married  to  Baron 
Nils  Silfverskold. 

NOTE  95. 
ABRAHAM  DANIEL  SCHONSTROM. 

Abraham  Daniel  Schbnstrom,  to  whom  are  addressed  the  letters 
constituting  Documents  108,  109,  and  110,  was  the  son  of  Peter 
Schonstrom,  brother  of  Bishop  Swedberg,  and  hence  he  was  Sweden- 
borg's first  cousin.  As  aj)pears  from  Document  9,  p.  85,  he  was 
bom  in  1692,  was  chamberlain  to  the  king,  and  died  in  1759  with- 
out issue.  He  was  married  to  Hedvig  Sophia  Adlerheim,  whose 
father,  Carl  Arosell,  when  ennobled,  Adlerheim,  was  a  son  of  Catharina 
Behm,  a  sister  of  Swedenborg's  mother,  Sarah  Behm  (see  Document  9, 
p.  87).  His  state  in  the  spiritual  world  is  described  in  the  "Spiritual 
Diary,"  no.  6037,  and  the  nature  of  those  who  are  like  him  in 
no.  5887.  As  early  as  October  27,  1748,  thus  eleven  years  before 
his  departure  into  the  spiritual  world,  Swedenborg  describes  a  dream 
which  he  had  about  him  (see  "Spiiitual  Diary,"  no.  3732),  and  says 
"Judging  from  externals  I  had  formed  a  conception  respecting  him 
as  if  he  were  interiorly  crafty  and  mahcious;  yet  I  refrain  from 
judging  whether  he  is  so  as  to  liis  interiors." 

Swedenborg  speaks  of  an  "Adlerheim"  in  the  "Spiritual  Diary," 
nos.  4396,  4414,  4466,  4525.  According  to  Dr.  Kahl  in  his  Narrati- 
unculce  this  was  "Peter  Adlerheim,"  brother  of  the  Carl  Adlerheim 
mentioned  above.     Peter  died  in  1736,  and  Carl  in  1717. 
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NOTE  96. 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  HORLEMAN. 

Brother  Hoileman,  spoken  of  in  Document  108,  is  Lieutenant- 
colouel  Paco  Horleman,  when  ennobled,  Harleman,  who  was  born 
in  1694,  and  died  in  1763.  Swcdenborg  called  him  "brother,"  because 
he  had  married  Anna  Margaretha  Rudbeck,  daughter  of  his  cousin, 
Anna  Catharina  Schonstrom,  see  Document  9,  p.  85,  no.  2. 

The  Court-intendant  Horleman,  mentioned  in  Document  125,  is 
Baron  Carl  Harleman,  a  cousin  of  the  former,  who  was  bom  in  1707, 
and  died  in  1753.  By  him  the  Royal  Castle  in  Stockholm  was 
finished. 

NOTE  97. 
SEBASTLIN  V.  THAU. 

Sebastian  Vollrathson  Tham,  whose  daughter  Dean  Tinge  advised 
Swcdenborg  to  marry  (see  Document  111),  was  born  in  1666,  and 
died  June  25,  1729,  three  months  after  the  date  of  Dean  Tinge's 
letter.  He  was  first  a  merchant  in  Grottenburg,  and  afterwards  an 
assessor,  and  finally  a  councillor  in  tlie  College  of  Commerce.  His 
father  had  immigrated  into  Sweden  from  Saxony,  where  he  had  been 
a  burgomaster.  Tham's  younger  daughter,  who  was  intended  by  Tinge 
for  Swedenborg,  was  Johanna  Christina,  born  in  1712.  She  was 
mairied  in  1730  to  Baron  Salomon  von  Otter,  Councillor  of  Commerce, 
bi'other  of  the  Major  Otter,  who  was.  Tinge  says  in  Document  111, 
engaged  to  be  man'ied  to  Tham's  elder  daughter. 

NOTE  98. 
JOHAN  FRIEDRICH  HENK:EL. 

Johan  Friedrich  Henkel,  from  whom  dates  Document  117,  a  great 
chemist  and  mineralogist,  was  born  at  Freiberg  in  Saxony  in  1679.  He 
studied  medicine  and  practised  for  some  time  in  his  native  town;  but 
subsequently  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  study  of  mineralogy 
and  chemistry.  He  was  appointed  councillor  of  Mines  by  Augustus  II, 
in  which  capacity  he  was  of  great  service  to  his  country,  especially  in 
the  porcelain  manufactory  at  Meissen.  He  died  in  1744.  His  valuable 
collection  of  fossils  and  minerals  was  transferred  after  his  death  to 
St.   Petersburg.     Henkel  had   been  a  very   voluminous   writer;    his 

44 
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"Introduction  to  Mineralogy"  was  translated  into  French  in  1756.  In 
1794  and  1795,  his  correspondence  with  the  learned  appeared  in  three 
volumes  under  the  title,  " Miner alogiscjie,  chemische,  und  alchemist ische 
Briefe  von  reisenden  und  andern  Gelehrten  an  I.  H.  Henkel."  Dresden. 

NOTE  99.     • 
DR.  CARL  JESPER  BENZELIUS. 

Dr.  Carl  Jesper  Benzelius,  from  whose  correspondence,  which 
is  preserved  in  the  Cathedral-Library  at  Linkoping,  are  derived 
Documents  118,  127,  142,  was  the  second  son  of  Ericus  Benzehus 
and  Swedenborg's  eldest  sister  Anna.  Eor  further  particulars  respect- 
ing him  see  Document  9,  p.  89,  no.  3. 

NOTE  100. 
JOHAN  CHRISTOPH  WOLF. 

Johan  Christoph  "Wolf,  pastor-in-chief  of  St.  Catharine's  in 
Hamburg,  was  bom  in  1683  at  "Wernigerode.  He  •  studied  theology 
in  Hamburg  under  the  celebrated  Fabricius,  and  in  1710  became 
vice-principal  of  the  gymnasium  at  Flensburg,  and  in  the  same  year 
extraordinary  professor  of  philosophy  at  "Wittenberg.  In  1712,  he 
received  the  appointment  of  professor  of  Oriental  languages  in  Hamburg, 
and  soon  after  became  the  principal  of  the  gymnasium;  finally,  in 
1716,  he  was  made  pastor-in-chief  at  St.  Catharine's  in  the  same 
town.  He  died  in  1739.  As  he  never  married,  he  left  his  large  and 
valuable  library,  consisting  of  24,000  volumes,  to  the  public  hbrary 
connected  with  the  Johanneum  in  Hamburg.  His  principal  work  is 
his  Bihliotlieca  Hehrcea  in  four  volumes ;  besides  many  other  philological 
and  theological  works  wliich  he  pubhshed  in  the  Latin  language. 
Wolf  was  an  industrious  correspondent  of  Ericus  Benzelius.  Wolf's 
letters  to  Ericus  Benzehus  are  preserved  in  the  Cathedral-Library 
at  Linkoping,  and  those  of  Ericus  Benzehus  in  the  Pubhc  Library 
in  Hamburg.    From  these  places  are  derived  Documents  122  and  123. 

NOTE  101. 

BARON  RIBBING. 

Baron  Conrad  Ribbing,  whose  death  is  recorded  by  Swedenborg 
in  Document  124,  was  born  in  1671,  and  became  Assessor  in  the 
Court  of  Appeals  in  Stockholm  in  1705;  provincial  judge  in  Nerike 
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in  1711;  and  in  1719,  governor  of  Nerike  and  "Wermland.  In  1729, 
he  became  President  of  the  College  of  Mines,  and  thus  Swedenborg's 
superior;  a  post  wliich  he  filled  till  his  death  ia  1736.  The  Swedish 
"Biografiskt  Lexicon"  (vol.  12,  p.  98)  says  concerning  him  that  "he 
was  a  man  of  great  merit,  and  displayed  great  administrative  talent 
wherever  he  was  placed  in  the  state.  His  rejoutation  was  that 
of  an  able  leader;  also  that  he  worked  for  Sweden's  welfare,  and 
was  upon  the  whole  one  of  the  first  patriots  of  the  land,  and  was 
a  man  of  great  inteUigence  and  vast  expei'ience."  Although  lame, 
he  is  said  to  have  presented  a  fine  personal  appearance.  Swedenborg 
describes  the  spiritual  state  of  his  former  chief  in  the  "Sj)iritual 
Diary,"  nos.  5867  5892,  5893,  5894,  where  he  admits  that  "he  thought 
much  in  the  world  fi-om  an  interior  intuition  of  things,"  but  acted 
from  a  most  intense  love  of  ruhng  others  for  the  sake  of  self.  In 
no.  5894:  it  is  stated  that  in  his  mind  he  continually  harboured 
feelings  of  revenge  against  those  who  had  said  anything  which 
wounded  his  amour  propre,  although  what  they  said  was  not  bad 
in  itself;  and  that  he  retained  this  feehng  of  revenge  to  liis  death, 
and  sought  to  injure  them  by  hidden  means,  even  in  his  ofiicial 
capacity." 

NOTE  102. 
BARON  GUSTAF  RALAMB. 

Baron  Gustaf  Cleason  Ralamb,  who  is  mentioned  in  Document  124, 
the  successor  of  Conrad  Ribbing^"^  in  the  presidency  of  the  College 
of  Mines,  was  the  brother-in-law  of  his  predecessor,  and  he  continued 
to  fill  this  office  until  Swedeuborg's  resignation  in  1747.  Gustaf 
Ralamb  was  born  in  1675;  he  became  chamberlain  of  the  Queen 
dowager,  Hedvig  Eleonora,^*  in  1692;  and  her  court-marshal  in  1711. 
In  1723,  he  became  governor  of  Skaraborg;  and  in  1736,  president 
of  the  College  of  Mines.  He  died  in  1750.  He  had  a  most  valuable 
collection  of  books,  coins,  and  MSS.  His  collection  of  coins  was  sold 
after  his  death  to  the  State;  but  most  of  his  books  and  MSS.  were 
burnt  in  the  great  fire  of  1751.  Count  Tessin^^  says  respecting 
him,  "He  was  an  honest  and  honourable,  steady  and  industrious,  and 
also  a  wealthy  man.  Notliing  of  interest  connected  with  Sweden  and 
its  affairs  escaped  liis  notice,  and  with  everything  of  that  nature  he 
sought  to  increase  his  collections." 
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NOTE  103. 
ADAM  LEIJEL. 

Adam  Leijel,  councillor  of  mines,  was  born  in  1669.  His  father, 
Hemic  Leyel,  was  born  at  Arbroath  in  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to 
Sweden  in  1638.  From  bis  father,  who  had  been  a  successful  man  of  busi- 
ness, his  son  Adam  inherited  considerable  property.  Adam  Leijel  entered 
the  College  of  Mines  as  an  aiiscultant,  and  in  1700  became  master 
of  mines  (hergmdstare)  in  Oster  and  Wester  Bergslagen.  In  1713, 
he  was  made  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines,  and  was  ennobled  in 
1717.  In  1730,  he  received  the  appointment  of  councillor  of  mines 
(see  Document  158),  and  on  his  retirement  from  this  office  in  1744, 
he  received  the  title  of  governor,  but  died  the  same  year.  For  many 
years  Swedenborg  enjoyed  almost  daily  intercoui-se  with  Adam  Leijel 
at  the  College  of  Mines,  and  hence  he  would  naturally  be  thrown  into 
his  company  in  the  other  world.  He  furnishes  a  minute  account  of 
him  in  the  "Larger  Diary,"  nos.  4488  and  4495,  and  in  the  "Smaller 
Diary,"  nos.  4563,  4564,  4654,  and  p.  45.  In  the  last  passage  he 
says  concerning  him:  "During  his  hfe  in  the  body,  he  appeared 
in  his  external  foi-m  endowed  with  much  talent  and  prudence,  and 
no  one  could  have  concluded  otherwise,  than  that  he  was  in  the 
enjoyment  of  sound  reason  even  in  resiDect  to  spiritual  things.  It 
became  manifest,  however,  that  he  attributed  eveiytliing  to  nature, 
because  he  had  led  a  merely  natural  life.  In  the  other  hfe  he  enjoyed 
a  most  excellent  perception  of  truth,  whence  some  thought  that  he 
might  be  converted;  he  liimself  desired  also  that  others  should  thinlt 
so  on  account  of  his  clear  perception.  He  was  told,  however,  that 
life  is  everytliing  and  not  perception." 

Dr.  Kahl  in  his  Narratiunculce  is  doubtful  whether  the  passages 
in  the  Diary  refer  to  Adam  Leijel,  the  subject  of  this  note,  or  to 
David  Leijel  (see  Note  124),  or  to  Adam,  the  son  of  Jacob  Leijel 
(see  "Anrep,"  Vol.  II,  p.  621);  still  as  Swedenborg  in  all  these  passages, 
except  no.  4488,  &c.,  speaks  of  A.  or  Ad.  Leijel,  and  as  David 
Leijel  retired  from  the  College  of  Mines  in  1722,  before  Swedenborg 
became  actively  connected  with  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in 
all  these  passages  he  could  have  meant  Adam  only  and  not  David 
Leijel.  Again,  Adam  Leijel,  the  son  of  Henric,  was  associated  with 
Swedenborg  for  twenty  years  at  the  College  of  Mines,  while  the  other 
Adam  Leijel,  the  son  of  Jacob,  was  a  mine-owner  near  Orebro,  and 
hence  only  slightly  acquainted  with  Swedenborg;  besides  the  latter 
Adam  Leijel  died  as  early  as  1729,  wliile  the  former  Adam  Leijel 
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departed  this  life  in  1744,  and  thus  only  one  year  before  Sweden- 
borg's  sight  was  ojiened;  it  follows  tlierefore  that  Adam  Leijel,  the 
subject  of  our  note,  was  the  Leijel  who  is  mciitioued  by  Sweden- 
borg  in  his  "Spiritual  Diary." 


NOTE  104. 
COUNT  HORN. 

Count  Arvid  Bernhard  Horn  was  born  in  1GG4.  He  entered  the 
army  in  1682  as  a  musketeer,  and  left  it  in  1704  a  lieutenant-general. 
In  1705,  he  was  apjiointed  ambassador  to  Poland  and  a  councillor 
of  Chancery;  of  wliich,  five  years  later,  he  became  president.  In 
1719,  he  resigned  all  his  ofHces;  but  next  year  became  president 
of  the  Diet  (landmarskalk)  and  leader  of  the  House  of  Nobles,  and 
senator  and  president  of  the  College  of  Chancery,  which  is  equivalent 
to  being  prime  minister  of  Sweden.  He  held  tliis  ofl&ce  till  1739, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Count  Carl  Gyllenborg.  This  change  in 
the  administration  of  Sweden  is  adverted  to  by  Lars  Benzelstjerna 
in  Document  124.  He  died  in  1742.  Count  Arvid  Horn's  activity 
as  prime  minister  of  Sweden,  and  as  the  leader  of  the  party  of  the 
"caps,''  is  described  in  the  Introduction  to  Document  172. 


NOTE  105. 
JOACHIM  VON  NERES. 

.Joachim  von  Neres  was  born  in  1GS9.  He  passed  successively 
through  the  lower  offices  in  the  College  of  Commerce,  until  in  1728 
he  became  burgomaster  of  commerce  in  Stockholm  and  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  In  1729,  he  was  appointed  a  councillor  of 
('hancery;  and  was  ennobled  in  1730,  under  the  name  of  von  Neres, 
his  family  name  being  Neresius.  In  the  same  year  he  married  Catharina 
Schwede,  daughter  of  Brita  Behm.  She  is  repeatedly  mentioned  by 
Bishop  Swedberg  in  Documents  15,  18,  and  is  the  Miss  Behm  of 
Documents  30  and  31.  Catharina  Schwede  died  in  1735,  and  Neres 
married  again  in  1738.  He  resigned  office  as  councillor  of  Chancery  in 
1739  (see  Document  124),  and  died  in  1748.  Swedenborg  speaks  of  liim 
in  the  "Spiritual  Diary,"  nos.  4995  to  4999,  5024,  5065.  In  no.  4995 
he  says,  "Everytliing  he  did  was  for  the  sake  of  gain;  and  in  every- 
thing he  had  respect  to  gain;  those  who  were  rich  he  compelled  by 
various  means  to  give  up  to  him  some  of  their  riches." 
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NOTE  106. 
BAEON  CASTEN  FEIF. 

Baron  Casten  Feif,  mentioned  in  Document  124,  was  a  favourite 
of  Charles  XH.  As  Councillor  of  War  he  was  with  the  King  in 
Wallachia,  and  after  Charles  had  made  his  escape  to  Stralsund,  Feif 
soon  after  joined  him  there.  In  the  introduction  to  his  Journal  for 
1736  to  1739,  Swedenborg  mentions  his  having  returned  to  Sweden 
from  Greifswalde,  in  the  spring  of  1715,  with  a  Madam  Feif,  who 
was  no  doubt  the  wife  of  Casten  Feif.  After  the  death  of  the  King, 
Feif  was  made  a  baron,  and  in  1723,  became  president  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Crown-lands  (statskontoret).  He  died  in  1739  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight. 

NOTE  107. 
AXEL  CRONSTEDT. 

Axel  Frederic  Cronsteclt,  son  of  Lieutenant-Greneral  Grabriel  Cron- 
stedt,  was  born  in  1722,  stu.died  at  Upsal,  and  it  appears  from 
Document  125,  that  he  returned  from  his  travels  about  1740.  In 
1742,  he  became  auscuUant  in  the  College  of  Mines,  where  he  met 
with  Assessor  Tilas,  who  subsequently  became  councillor  of  Mines, 
and  took  a  hvely  interest  in  the  talented  young  man.  This  interest 
matiu-ed  into  warm  friendship,  and  these  two  scientific  men  exchanged 
many  letters  on  subjects  connected  with  mineralogy,  chemistry,  and 
on  science  in  general,  all  which  are  carefully  preserved  in  the  Bergius 
Collection  of  Letters  in  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Stockholm  (see 
Note  46).  Among  these  letters  are  two  addressed  by  Baron  Tilas 
to  Cronstedt,  in  which  he  communicates  to  him  his  expei'ience  with 
Swedenborg  (see  Section  X).  In  1746,  Cronstedt  became  notary  in 
the  College  of  Mines;  and  in  1758,  master  of  Mines.  From  1746  to 
1751,  he  made  a  thorough  examination  of  all  the  mines  situated  in 
the  eastern  and  western  "Bergslagen,"  and  communicated  the  results 
to  the  College  of  Mines  in  a  most  masterly  report  which  secured  his 
election  as  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  In  1756,  he  published 
his  text-book  of  Mineralogy,  which  was  translated  into  German, 
Enghsh,  and  French.     He  died  in  1765. 
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NOTE  108. 
HARALD  LYBECKER. 

Harald  Lybecker,  councillor  of  Mines,  who  is  mentioned  by  Swe- 
denborg  in  Docunieiit  128,  was  born  near  Fahluu  in  1649.  He  was 
a  practical  miner  in  1G71,  and  became  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  mines  at  Sala  in  1672,  and  at  Fahlim  in  1678.  In  1691,  he 
became  master  of  mines  at  Fahlun;  in  1692,  assessor  in  the  College 
of  ilines,  and  in  1713  coiuicillor  of  Mines.     He  died  in  1714. 

NOTE  109. 
NIKLAS  VON  OELREICH. 

Niklas  von  Oelreich,  one  of  Swedenborg's  personal  friends,  (see 
Documents  129,  188,  and  194,)  was  bom  after  his  father's  death  in 
1699,  and  his  mother  died  before  he  had  reached  his  fourth  year. 
After  a  severe  struggle  with  poverty  he  entered  the  University  of 
Lund  in  1716.  In  1726,  he  took  his  degree  of  master,  and  became 
tutor  in  mathematics.  In  1730,  he  became  private  tutor  of  the  sons 
of  Count  Eersen;  and  in  1732,  he  was  appointed  librarian,  and  in 
1737,  professor  of  Uteratui-e  in  the  University  of  Lund.  In  1744, 
after  a  long  journey  abroad,  he  returned  to  Lund  and  entered  on  the 
professorship  of  philosophy,  to  which  he  had  been  meanwlule  promoted. 
In  1746,  he  became  censor  of  the  press  in  Stockholm,  a  post  which  he 
filled  till  1766,  when  this  office  was  aboUshed.  In  1747  he  received 
the  title  of  councillor  of  Chancery,  and  was  employed  by  the  jsarty 
of  the  "hats,"  who  were  then  in  power,  to  defend  their  policy  by 
means  of  the  press.  In  their  interest  he  published,  during  the  years 
1755  and  1756,  a  semi-weekly  paper  called,  "The  Honest  Swede," 
by  which  he  wielded  great  power.  In  1756  he  was  ennobled,  when 
he  called  himself  von  Oelreich.  In  1766,  when  the  party  of  the 
"caps"  came  into  power  again,  Oelreich  was  obUged  to  retire  from 
active  political  Hfe,  yet  he  was  appointed  president  of  the  College 
of  Commerce.     He  died  in  Stockholm  in  1770. 


NOTE  110. 
ANNA  FREDERICA  EHRENBORG. 

Anna  Frederica  Ehrenborg  was  the  widow  of  (Vice Landshof ding) 
C.  I.  M.  Ehrenborg,  Vice-Governor  of  Skaraborg,  who  died  in  1823. 
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ITacTame  Ehrenborg  was  a  zealous  receiver  of  the  doctrines  taught 
by  Swedenborg,  and  her  whole  hfe  was  devoted  to  the  spread  of  his 
doctrines  by  the  press.  The  last  work  which  she  published  was  a 
quarterly  journal  entitled  "Ett  Christligt  Sandebud,"  of  which  fifteen 
numbers  appeared.  She  was  born  in  1794,  and  died  at  Linkoping 
in  1873,  at  the  residence  of  her  son-in-law  Bishop  Bring.  The  editor 
of  these  documents  visited  this  aged  lady  at  Linkoping  in  1868, 
when  he  obtained  from  her  a  copy  of  Swedenborg's  letter  which  is 
prmted  in  Document  132,  p.  377. 


NOTE  111. 
PETER  HULTMAN. 

Peter  Hultman,  wholesale  merchant  and  mine-owner  (brukspatron) 
in  Stockholm,  who  enjoyed  the  title  of  director,  was  Swedenborg's 
banker  during  the  greater  part  of  his  Ufe.  He  administered  a  portion 
of  Swedenborg's  property  as  early  as  1737,  when  he  was  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Roman  and  Hultman  (see  Document  163).  Sweden- 
borg  drew  money  from  him  in  1744  (see  Document  134);  and  in 
Document  135  there  is  the  first  draught  of  a  letter  that  Swedeuborg 
wrote  to  Hultman  from  Amsterdam  in  1748,  fi'om  wliich  it  appears 
that  this  gentleman  had  charge  of  Swedenborg's  house  dm'iug  his 
absence,  and  collected  the  interest  of  moneys  due  to  him.  Erom 
Document  138  it  appears  that  Swedenborg  had  30,000  dalers  in 
copper  invested  with  Hultman,  and  at  the  close  of  1764  he  had  over 
46,000  dalers  in  copper  standing  at  his  credit.  Hultman's  daughter 
Petronella  was  manied  to  Count  Erederic  Gyllenborg,  grandson  of 
Count  E.  Gyllenborg  (see  Note  115). 


NOTE  112. 
ANTON  AND  JOHAN  GRILL. 

Messrs.  Anton  and  Johan  Grill  were  Swedenborg's  bankers  in 
Amsterdam.  Their  father,  Abraham  Grill,  was  a  wholesale  mer- 
chant in  Stockholm,  of  great  wealth  and  hberaHty.  Their  brother 
Clas  Grill  succeeded  to  their  father's  business  in  Stockholm;  he 
also  was  a  man  of  great  hberahty,  and  furnished  the  means  for 
constructing  and  fitting  up  the  obsen^atory  in  Stockholm.  Most  of 
his  business  in  Amsterdam  Swedenborg  seems  to  have  transacted 
through  Joachim  Wretman,    from    whom    several    imjoortant   letters 
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which  are  contained  in  Section  IX  hfive  been  preserved.  In  tlie 
last  j^ears  of  his  life  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.  were  his  bankers  in  that 
town.  The  following  account  of  Cuno,  which  dates  from  the  year 
1769,  (see  Section  X)  bears  witness  to  the  friendly  relations 
which  Swedenborg  maintained  with  all  these  gentlemen:  "Besides 
Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  who  are  his  bankers,  Swedenliorg  sometimes 
dines  with  his  countrymen,  Messrs.  Grill  and  others.  AVith  Mr.  Wretman 
he  dines  almost  every  Sunday,  witli  him  also  he  is  more  intimate 
than  with  others."  Concerning  Swedenborg's  transactions  with 
Messrs.  Anton  and  Johan  Grrill,  see  Documents  134  and  135B,  and 
also  "Wretman's  letters  in  Section  X. 

Young  Clas  Grill,  whose  name  occurs  in  Document  141,  was 
bom  in  1750,  and  was  a  son  of  the  Clas  Grill  mentioned  above.  He 
came  to  London  in  1769,  where  he  was  in  the  counting-house  of 
Messrs.  Lindegren,^^^  for  some  time.  Bjox-nstal  speaks  of  him  in 
1776  (see  Document  142),  as  an  "honourable  Swedish  merchant  and 
a  good  fi-iend  of  Mr.  Springer." ^^^  In  1786,  he  was  made  Swedish. 
Consul-General  in  London;  in  1815,  he  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
a  councillor  of  Chancery,  and  died  in  1816. 

NOTE  113. 
CAUL  BEOMAN. 

Carl  Broman,  with  whom  Swedenborg,  according  to  Document 
135  E,  had  invested  a  capital  of  10,000  dalers  in  copper,  and  whom 
he  there  styles  Master  of  Ceremonies,  was  born  in  1703.  In  1722, 
he  became  a  gentleman  in  attendance  on  the  King.  In  1733,  he  was 
appouited  vice-master  of  ceremonies;  in  1737,  chamberlain;  and  in 
1744,  chief  Master  of  Ceremonies.  In  1748,  or  shortly  after  Sweden- 
borg speaks  of  him  as  Master  of  Ceremonies,  he  was  appointed  Court- 
marshal,  and  in  1749  he  became  Governor  of  Elfsberg's  liin,  and  in 
1751  of  Stockholm's  Ian;  wherefore  Swedenborg,  in  Document  138, 
speaks  of  him  as  Governor  Broman.    He  died  in  1784. 

Swedenborg  speaks  of  a  Carl  Broman  twice  in  his  "Spiritual 
Diary,"  nos.  4151  and  5888.  In  the  former  number  he  says,  that 
he  "dreamed"  and  "spoke"  in  his  dream  with  Carl  Broman;  and 
in  the  latter  number,  that  "there  was  shown  to  him  one  who  was 
like  Carl  Broman ;"  from  which  expressions,  however,  it  does  not  follow 
by  any  means  that  the  person  there  spoken  of  had  departed  from 
the  natural  world.  Wherefore  we  also  believe  that  the  Carl  Broman 
mentioned  by  Swedenborg  in  the  above  passages  is  the  subject  of 
our  note,    although    he    did  not  depart  this  life  until  twelve  years 
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after  SwedenLorg's  death;  and  that  Swedenborg  did  not  mean  his 
father  Carl  Broman  (who  died  in  1722),  as  is  sui^posed  by  Dr.  Kahl 
in  liis  '■^Narratiunculce." 

Carl  Broman  married  Antoinetta  Maria  Stjerncrona,   first  cousin 
of  the  Countess  Gyhenborg  who  is  mentioned  in  Note  115. 


NOTE  114. 
FEANZ  JENNINGS. 

Franz  Jennings,  a  merchant  and  banker  in  Stockholm,  who  is 
mentioned  in  Document  134,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1692.  He 
amassed  a  large  fortune,  was  ennobled  in  1743,  and  became  a 
councillor  of  Commerce  in  1751.  He  died  in  1754.  He  was  associated 
with  Robert  Finlay,  who  was  also  bom  in  Ireland.  "With  the  firm 
of  Jennings  and  Finlay,  which  was  continued  after  the  death  of 
Jennings,  Swedenborg  had  invested  in  1759  the  sum  of  10,000  dalers 
in  copper  at  six  per  cent,  as  appears  from  Document  137.  The 
iirm  of  Jennings  and  Finlay  was  much  opposed  hj  Nordencrantz,^^^ 
the  Councillor  of  Commerce,  and  at  the  instigation  of  the  latter  a 
Committee  of  the  Swedish  Diet  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
transactions  of  the  said  fh^m,  and  as  to  their  influence  in  raising  the 
course  of  exchange.  The  revolution  of  1772  put  an  end  to  this 
committee;  but  Finlay  left  Sweden  in  consequence,  and  resided  to 
the  end  of  his  life  at  Bordeaux,  in  France, 


NOTE  115. 
COUNT  FEEDERIC  GYLLENBOEG. 

Count  Frederic  Gyllenboi-g,  a  younger  brother  of  Count  Carl 
Gyllenborg  (see  Note  87),  was  born  in  1698.  In  the  beginning 
of  his  Journal  for  1733  (see  Section  VHI),  Swedenborg  speaks 
of  him  and  Baron  David  Stjerncrona  as  his  friends,  and  says:  "On 
May  10,  1733,  I  left  Stockliolm  with  my  friends,  Count  Frederic 
Gyllenborg  and  Baron  David  Stjerncrona  and  his  relatives,  Mr. 
GaUus,  and  othei's  who  accompanied  me  to  a  place  called  Fithia." 
Count  Gyllenborg  married  EUsabeth  Stjerncrona,  sister  of  Baron 
David  Stjerncrona,  and  daughter  of  President  Stjerncrona,  who  is 
mentioned  in  the  "Spiritual  Diary,"  nos.  4754  and  5899.  At  an 
early  age  Frederic  Gyllenboi'g  became  a  page  at  the  court  of  the 
Queen  Dowager,  Hedvig  Eleonora.®*    In  1722  he  became  chamberlain 
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to  King  Frederic,  and  remained  at  his  Court  until  1733,  when  he 
was  apjiointed  Chief-Justice  of  Gothland.  In  1731,  he  aj^peared  for 
the  fii'st  time  at  the  Swedish  Diet.  According  to  the  Swedish 
"Biografiskt  Lexicon,"  "He  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  men  of  the 
party  of  the  hats,  and  although  he  never  made  a  speech  in  the 
House  of  Nobles,  he  still  did  the  steering."  In  1750,  after  Sweden- 
liorg  had  left  the  College  of  Mines,  Count  Gyllenborg  was  made  its 
president,  and  filled  the  office  till  his  death  in  1759.  The  Swedish 
''Biografiskt  Lexicon"  says  of  his  character  as  a  man,  "Count  Frederic 
Gyllenborg  is  extolled  for  his  patriotism,  for  his  zeal  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  his  country  and  in  protecting  its  interests,  but  he 
lived  at  a  time  when  it  was  impossible  for  a  man  of  prominence  to 
exist  without  making  enemies  and  adversaries.  In  society  he  was 
cheerful  and  lively.  He  was  benevolent,  and  at  the  mining-place 
called  Baggii,  instituted  a  poor-house  for  the  reception  of  fourteen 
inmates.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  all  matters  pertaining  to 
mining,  and  was  a  patron  of  the  sciences  in  general.  At  his  residence 
the  first  meeting  was  held  in  1739  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  but  he  did  not  become  a  member  of  it." 

The  testimony  which  Swedenborg  gives  of  him  in  the  other  life 
is  quite  different.  He  says  among  other  things  ("Spiritual  Diaiy," 
Appendix  1,  p.  79):  "There  was  a  certain  one  (Fr.  G.)  who  in  liis 
cliildhood  had  applied  himself  to  piety,  and  who  hence  had  remained 
in  the  acknowledgment  of  God  to  the  end  of  his  life;  upon  fortune 
favouring  him,  he  came,  however,  into  the  love  of  ruling,  and  hence 
into  evils  of  every  kind.  He  did  not,  indeed,  commit  these  evils, 
yet  he  excused  them  and  regarded  them  as  permitted.  In  the  other 
life  he  prayed  to  God  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  done  in  the 
world,  and  wdth  such  fervour  that  scarcely  any  one  could  surpass 
liim;  he  prayed,  however,  to  God  the  Father,  and  in  doing  so  believed 
that  all  things  were  forgiven  him;  he  began  even  to  burn  with  such 
hatred  against  the  Lord  as  to  deny  Him,  and  afterwards  to  persecute 
those  who  adored  the  Lord;  and  at  last  he  denied  God,  and  became 
like  one  deranged,  and  was  sent  among  such  as  have  little  life." 
See  also  "Spiritual  Diary,"  nos.  4740,  51G1,  597G-7,  5983-4,  5996, 
6026. 

A  pecuMar  interest  is  connected  with  the  name  of  Gyllenborg 
from  the  circumstance,  that  one  of  Swedenborg's  biographers, 
Dr.  J.  J.  Garth  AVilkinson,  declares  on  the  authority  of  the  late 
Charles  Augustus  Tulk,  M.  P.,  that  "Swedenborg  was  in  the  habit 
of  saying  that  he  had  seen  in  the  spiritual  woi-ld  his  future  wife, 
who  was  waiting  there  for  him,  and  that  she  had  been  known  in  the 
world   as    a  Countess  Gyllenborg,"     If  there    is    any    truth   in  this 
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statement,  it  can  apply  only  to  Elisabeth  Stjerncrona,  the  wife  of 
Count  Frederic  Gyllenborg:  for  Swedenborg,  as  we  have  seen  above, 
called  not  only  her  husband,  but  also  her  brother,  his  friends,  as 
early  as  1733;  from  which  it  would  follow  that  he  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  her  family;  and,  besides,  we  learn  from  Document  138 
that  President  Gyllenborg  had  borrowed  from  Swedenborg  a  sum 
of  20,000  dalers  in  coj^per:  for  the  1200  dalers  interest  which  were 
due  to  Swedenborg  from  President  Gyllenborg,  and  after  his  death 
from  the  Countess  Grylleuborg,  when  computed  at  six  per  cent  interest, 
wordd  yield  a  capital  of  20,000  dalers.  All  this,  however,  merely 
proves  that  Swedenborg  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Countess 
Elisabeth  Gryllenborg,  who  departed  this  life  in  1769.  Additional 
probability,  however,  is  furnished  for  the  truth  of  this  account  by 
the  character  of  this  lady  herself,  of  whom  the  Swedish  "Biografiskt 
Lexicon"  declares  that  she  was  "a  lady  possessed  of  eminent  quahties 
of  heart  and  mind,"  and  had  pubHshed  anonymously  a  work  under 
this  title:  "Mary's  better  part,  or  the  one  thing  needful,  containing 
instructions  and  exhortations  on  the  various  topics  of  the  Christian 
faith,  and  on  our  duties  and  obligations,  with  contemplations,  in  the 
words  of  Scripture,  for  the  simple."  This  work  is  highly  praised  by 
all  who  have  perused  it,  and  the  deeply  rehgious  sentiment  pervading 
the  two  large  quarto  volumes,  all  the  teacliings  of  which  are  drawn 
from  the  letter  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  lead  to  the  worship  of  the 
Grod-Man  Messiah,  may  be  supposed  to  have  touched  a  sympathetic 
chord  in  the  heart  of  him  through  whom  the  Lord  has  revealed  to 
mankind  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Sacred  Scripture.  The  whole  of 
this  subject  is  treated  of  at  some  length  in  a  periodical  publication 
of  Madame  Ehrenborg's,""  called  ''Ndgot  Nytt,"  no.  7,  1864,  pp.  35-43, 
and  56-66. 

NOTE  116. 
CARL  WILHELM  SEELE. 

Carl  "Wilhelm  Seele  seems  to  have  been  a  kind  of  confidential 
agent  of  Swedenborg's.  He  is  mentioned  in  Robsahm's  Memoirs, 
no.  49,  where  we  learn  that  Swedenborg  frequently  went  to  his  house; 
from  him  also  Robsahm  learned  the  particulars  contained  in  no.  48. 
of  his  account.  To  Seele's  charge  Swedenborg  entrusted  all  liis 
valuables,  when  he  left  Sweden  for  the  last  time  in  1770,  as  may 
be  seen  from  Document  139;  he  also  is  recommended  by 
Mr.  Chas.  Lindegren,  in  Document  141,  as  a  proper  person  in  whose 
presence '  the  packages   are  to  be   opened,   which  he  had  sent  from 
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Loudou,  after  Swedeuborg's  departure  into  the  other  life;  to  the  same 
agent  also  Mr.  Liudegren  had  previously  reported  that  Swedenborg 
had  left  no  wilh 


NOTE  117. 
CHARLES  LINDEGREN. 

Charles  Liudegren,  the  writer  of  Document  141,  and  his  brother 
Anders  Lindegren,  were  the  heads  of  a  highly  respected  Swedish 
house  in  London.  Their  names  frequently  occur  in  the  records  of 
tlie  Swedish  Church  in  London  (which  were  published  in  1852  by 
Gr.  "W.  Carlson),  as  trustees  and  members  of  the  vestry  of  that  Church. 
Of  the  two  brothers,  Charles  seems  to  have  been  the  more  pojjular, 
as  on  several  occasions  when  trustees  were  appointed,  he  obtained 
most  votes.  Through  Charles  Lindegren  Swedenborg  transacted 
most  of  his  business  during  his  last  stay  in  London:  before  him  Johann 
Spieker  had  been  his  banker,  as  appears  from  Document  134.  Spieker 
was  born  in  Finland  in  1685,  and  arrived  in  Loudou  in  1712,  where 
he  died  in  1775,  in  liis  ninetieth  year. 

NOTE  118. 
PASTOR  MATHESIUS. 

Magister  Aaron  Mathesius,  who  has  gained  an  unenviable  notoriety 
from  having  cii'culated  a  report  that  in  consequence  of  a  severe 
illness  Swedenborg  had  lost  his  reason,  and  that  on  his  deathbed  he 
recanted  his  doctrines,  was  pastor  of  the  Swedish  Church  in  London 
from  1773  to  1784.  He  was  born  in  17oG  in  Pyhiljocld,  Finland,  where 
his  father  was  dean  {contrads-prost).  He  was  the  youngest  of  twenty- 
fivechildren,  and  as  his  father  died  in  1740,  he  was  educated  chiefly  at 
the  expense  of  his  elder  brothers.  After  passing  through  the  gymnasium 
at  Uleaborg,  he  went  to  the  University  of  Upsal  in  1754;  where  he 
received  the  degree  of  master  of  philosopliy  in  1764.  A  short  time 
afterwards  he  was  engaged  by  Dr.  Noring,  Dean  of  the  Swedish 
Church  in  Loudon,  as  private  tutor  for  his  son,  in  which  capacity 
he  contiimed  for  three  years.  At  the  close  of  the  year  1767  he  went 
to  Abo  in  Finland,  where  he  was  ordained  priest,  and  in  1768  he 
returned  to  Loudon,  where  he  acted  as  curate  to  Pastor  Ferehus."" 
In  1770  and  1771  he  was  acting  pastor  of  the  Danish  Church  in 
London.  In  1772  he  there  became  assistant-pastor  of  the  Swedish 
Church;  and  pastor  in  1773  (see  Document  141). 
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"We  shall  not  enter  liex'e  into  a  refutation  of  the  slanders  which 
Mathesius  circulated  respecting  Swedenborg;  these  will  be  thoroughly- 
exposed  in  Section  X;  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  furnish  the 
materials  which  will  give  us  an  insight  into  his  character. 

In  the  "Records  of  the  Swedish  Church  in  London"  (Anteckningar 
rorande  Svenska  Kyrkan  i  London),  p.'  82,  we  read: 

"On  April  29,  1777,  the  Swedish  congregation  sent  a  letter  to 
His  Royal  Majesty,  containing  the  following  nine  points  of  accusation 
against  their  pastor,  Mathesius:  arbitrary  administration  of  the  money 
belonging  to  the  Chui'ch;  personal  attacks  from  the  pulpit;  keeping 
the  minutes  of  the  congregation  in  a  slovenly  manner;  refusing  the 
members  of  the  congregation  access  to  the  church  books;  holding 
church-meetings  without  calling  them  in  a  legal  way;  signing  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  with  the  names  of  members  without  their 
knowledge;  going  to  the  country  without  leave  of  absence;  causing 
dissension  in  the  congregation  by  exciting  the  lower  classes  against 
the  higher,  and  persuading  them  that  they  possess  rights  which  do 
not  belong  to  them;  and,  finally,  purchasing  a  parsonage  in  an 
imlawful  way."  This  letter  was  remitted  by  the  King  to  the  College 
of  Chancery,  by  which  it  was  sent  to  pastor  Mathesius,  Avith  the 
order  that  he  should  defend  himself  on  these  nine  points,  and  send 
in  his  defence  within  a  month;  meanwliile  he  was  suspended  from 
his  functions.  Mathesius  defended  himself  in  a  long  reply,  and  as  he 
changed  his  course  of  proceeding  among  the  members  of  the  con- 
gregation, and  helped  to  procure  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
of  the  church  which  he  had  heretofore  opposed,  a  petition  was 
sent  to  the  King  by  the  congregation  on  March  7,  1778,  praying  to 
have  liim  re-uistated  in  his  office.  On  March  21,  1779,  he  was  accord- 
ingly re-instated.  At  p.  88  Pastor  Mathesius  is  commended  for  his 
zeal  in  the  performance  of  his  ecclesiastical  functions,  and  the  particulars 
of  the  work  which  he  performed  are  enumerated.  And  at  p.  89  we 
find  the  following  statement:  "In  the  summer  of  1783  Pastor  Mathesius 
was  overtaken  by  a  severe  illness,  whereby  he  was  disabled  from 
continuing  his  office.  In  the  quarterly  meeting  which  was  held  on 
August  18  of  the  same  year,  it  was  announced  that  Ambassador 
Baron  von  Nolcken  had  made  arrangements  with  the  Danish  minister 
to  hold  services  in  the  Swedish  Church  every  alternate  Sunday. 
On  May  16,  1784,  ia  the  presence  of  Mathesius,  Magister  Andreas 
Leufenius  was  installed  as  his  successor.  Mathesius  had  been  so  far 
restored  that,  after  being  reheved  from  the  ministerial  office,  he  was 
able  to  return  to  his  native  country,  where  he  remained  until  his  death." 
The  following  particulars  respecting  Mathesius  have  been  given  by 
members  of  his  congregation: 


PASTOR  MATHESIUS.  703 

In  B.  work  entitled,  "Tableau  analytique  et  raisonnee,"  &c.,  published 
in  London  in  1786,  by  Benedict  Cliastanier,  we  find  in  the  preface, 
p.  21,  the  following  words:  "Mr.  Si^ringer^-^  informed  us  yesterday, 
JFarch  15,  1785,  in  the  presence  of  a  numerous  and  respectable 
company,  that  Swedenborg  had  presented  his  "Arcana  Ccelestia"  to 
JEathesius,  who  was  never  willing  to  read  the  work,  and  who,  from 
an  hostiUty  he  had  conceived  against  the  doctrines  contained  therein, 
had  been  constantly  one  of  the  greatest  antagonists  of  Swedenborg." 
And  at  p.  24,  we  read:  "IVfr.  Springer  informed  us  yesterday  that 
Jfathesius,  who  had  succeeded  in  supplanting  the  good  Pastor  Ferelius, 
who  is  now  in  Sweden,  had  become  mad,  and  had  in  consequence 
of  this  been  suspended  from  his  ministry,  and  recalled  to  Stockholm, 
where  he  is  now  living  on  a  pension  granted  by  the  Bang." 

In  the  "Intellectual  Repository"  for  January,  1836,  the  Eev.  S. 
Noble  inserted  the  following  statement:  "Mi*.  Peter  Provo,  a  respect- 
able gentleman  of  the  medical  profession,  who  published  the  work 
called  Wisdom's  Dictates,  on  May  2,  1787,  called  on  Mr.  Bergstrom  of 
whom  more  will  be  said  in  the  Notes  to  Volume  II,  and  who  keeps 
the  King's  Arms  Tavern,  in  Wellclose  Square;  and  who,  dux-ing  a 
conversation  of  an  hour's  length,  related  to  him  as  follows:  'Mr. 
Mathesius  was  an  opponent  of  Swedenborg,  and  said  that  he  was  a 
lunatic,  &c.;  but  it  is  remarkable  that  he  went  lunatic  liimself,  which 
happened  publicly  one  day  when  he  was  in  the  Swedish  Church, 
and  about  to  preach:  I  was  there,  and  saw  it:  he  has  been  so  ever 
since,  and  sent  back  to  Sweden,  where  he  now  is:  this  was  about 
four  years  ago.'" 

This  state  of  lunacy  does  not  seem  to  have  been  jDermanent;  for 
we  learn  in  the  Anteckningar,  &c.,  that  Mathesius  was  married  in 
1789  to  Johanna  Kjempe,  and  that  their  daughter  Maria,  who  was 
bom  in  1795,  was  mamed  to  Magister  C.  Gr.  Carlen,  who  was  a 
teacher  in  the  gymnasium  at  Skara.  Of  Mathesius  himself  we  read 
fiu'ther,  that  he  returned  to  Sweden  in  1784,  and  at  his  own  request, 
and  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Archbishop,  was  formally  released 
from  his  duties  in  London  by  a  royal  decree,  dated  May  17,  1785, 
receiving  at  the  same  time  a  yearly  pension  of  QQ  rix-dalers  32  shillings, 
until  he  should  be  preferred  to  a  pastorate  in  Sweden.  ]\reanwlule 
he  lived  on  St.  Halfvara,  an  estate  of  his  OAvn,  in  the  parish  of 
Bjorsater,  belonging  to  the  diocese  of  Skara,  where  he  occupied 
himself  with  private  tuition.  On  Februaiy  14,  1805,  he  was  appointed 
pastor  of  Foglas  in  the  same  diocese,  receiving  at  the  same  time 
the  title  of  dean.     He  died  in  1808. 


704  NOTES  TO  VOLUME  I. 

NOTE  119. 
PASTOR  FERELITJS. 

Magister  Arvid  Ferelius  was  the  predecessor  of  Matbesius,^^^  as 
pastor  of  the  Swedish  Church  in  London.  In  the  Antecknmgar,  &c., 
we  read  concerning  him:  "He  was  bom  in  Mariestad,  May  17,  1725, 
where  his  father  liars  Perell  followed  the  vocation  of  a  dyer.  After 
passing  through  the  gymnasia  of  Mariestad  and  Skara,  he  went  to 
the  University  ofUjDsal  in  1746,  and  was  ordained  a  priest  at  Skara 
in  1754.  In  1757  he  visited  the  University  of  Grreifswalde,  and  during 
the  war  served  as  chaplain  in  the  Royal  "Westgotha  Dal  regiment. 
He  was  made  a  master  of  philosophy  at  Greifswalde  in  1757,  and 
returned  to  Sweden  in  the  beginning  of  1758.  Having  passed  his 
examination  as  pastor  at  Skara  he  was  ordered  the  same  year  by 
the  Chapter  of  Skara  to  act  as  curate  to  Dr.  Noring,  pastor  of  the 
Swedish  Church  in  London.  In  1761  he  was  installed  as  pastor  in 
the  same  Church,  and  having  returned  to  Sweden  in  1772,  he  was 
the  same  year  preferred  to  the  pastorate  of  Skofde  with  the  title  of 
dean.  He  died  in  1793.  He  was  married  June  1,  1768,  to  Sara 
Knllman,  daughter  of  Dean  Kullman  of  Thorso  in  Westergothland, 
who  went  to  London  to  meet  her  future  husband;  the  marriage  took 
place  on  board  a  Swedish  vessel,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Magister  Mathesius,  who  was  at  the  time  in  London.  Their  daughter 
Helena  Catharina,  born  in  1769,  was  married  to  Carl  Joh.  Schonherr, 
the  Councillor  of  Commerce;  Greta,  born  in  1775,  to  Grust.  J.  Bill- 
berg,  and  Maria  Christina,  born  in  1777,  to  Dr.  Levin  Olbers,  Dean 
of  Skara." 

After  FereHus  had  returned  to  Sweden  in  1772,  he  was  requested 
by  the  House  of  the  Clergy  through  their  Speaker,  Bishop  Forsh:enius, 
to  make  a  report  of  his  exj)erience  with  regard  to  Swedenborg.  A 
similar  request  was  made  to  him  by  Professor  Tratgard  of  Grreifs- 
walde in  December,  1779,  with  which  he  complied  in  a  letter  dated 
March  17,  1780.  The  editor  of  these  documents  succeeded  ia 
obtaining  a  certified  copy  of  tliis  letter  dui'ing  his  stay  in  Stockholm 
in  1869,  and  a  translation  of  it  will  be  found  in  Section  X.  A  third 
statement  of  his  exjDerience  with  Swedenborg,  FereHus  made  orally 
to  Dr.  Carl  Johan  Knos,  Dean  of  Skara,  who,  when  a  yoimg  man 
on  liis  way  to  the  University  of  Upsal,  staid  with  FereUus  in  Skofde 
in  1784,  and  who  entered  in  his  Diary  an  account  of  what  he  had 
heard  ft'om  Ferelius  respecting  Swedenborg.  This  account  also  will 
be  found  in  Section  X. 
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Swedenborg  presented  to  Ferelius  a  copy  of  his  Arcana  Coele.ttia, 
and  Benedict  Chastanier  says  in  liis  "Tableau  analytique  et  raisomiee,"  &c. 
(London,  1786,  j^reiace,  p.  21):  "Mr.  Springer^^^  reported  to  us  in 
substance,  that  Swedenborg  strongly  advised  Ferelius  to  attach  himself 
to  the  Doctrine  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  without  minding  the  opposition 
which  he  would  probably  meet  with  from  men  in  general,  and  jiarticularly 
from  his  colleague  Mathesius,^^**  another  Swedish  minister,  who  had 
ah-eady  expressed  himself  strongly  against  these  doctrines."  That 
Ferelius  was  favourably  incUned  towards  the  doctrines  taught  by 
Swedenborg,  seems  also  to  be  proved  by  the  circumstance  that  his 
son-in-law,  Councillor  of  Commerce  Schonherr,  was  a  most  zealous 
receiver  of  these  doctrines,  and  the  names  of  Ms  two  other  sons-in- 
law,  Billberg  and  Olbers,  are  well-known  in  the  annals  of  the  New 
Chui'ch  in  Sweden;  G-ustaf  J.  Billberg  himself  having  been  the 
Secretary  of  the  Society  "Pro  Fide  et  Charitate,"  the  object  of  which 
was  the  dissemination  throughout  Sweden  of  the  doctrines  taught  by 
Swedenborg.  Still  during  his  hfe-time  Ferelius  never  openly  acknow- 
ledged himself  a  follower  of  Swedenborg,  and  in  his  letter  to  Professor 
Tratgard  he  states:  "I  beg  expressly  that  you  will  not  mention  my 
name,  as  long  as  I  live;"  a  request  which  was  comphed  with  by 
the  professor,  who  first  communicated  this  letter  to  a  correspondent 
B[illberg?j  in  Stockholm,  in  1796,  three  years  after  the  death  of 
Ferelius. 

NOTE  120. 
JACOB  J.  BJOENSTAHL. 

Jacob  Jonas  Bjornstahl,  a  celebrated  Swedish  scholar  and  traveller, 
born  in  1731.  In  his  "Travels,"  pubUshed  in  six  volumes  after  his 
death  by  C.  Ch.  Gjorwell,  he  mentions  having  met  with  Swedenborg 
in  Pans.  He  died  in  1779,  in  Turkey,  after  having  just  received  the 
appointment  of  Ordinary  professor  of  the  Latin,  Greek,  and  Oriental 
languages  at  Lund. 


NOTE  121. 
CHRISTOPHER  SPRINGER. 

Christopher  S])ringer,  one  of  Swedenborg's  personal  friends,  who  is 
often  referred  to  as  an  authority,  especially  in  matters  connected  with 
Swedenborg's  residence  in  London  during  the  lattei-  part  of  his  Ufe,  was 
born  in  170-4.     In  his  younger  years  he  made  many  journeys  in  the 

45 
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interest  of  several  commercial  enterprizes;  and  in  1741  appeared  on 
the  theatre  of  politics.  About  that  time  Sweden  declared  war  against 
Russia,  which,  however,  resulted  disastrously  for  her,  and  compelled 
her  to  accept  Duke  Adolphus  Frederic  of  Holstein,  a  near  relative 
of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  as  heir-apparent  to  the  Swedish  throne. 
Plomgren,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Stockholm,  was  then  the  leader  of 
the  House  of  Burghers,  and  opposed  the  election  of  Adolphus  Frederic 
in  the  interest  of  Denmark.  This  he  did  in  ojjposition  to  the  wishes 
of  his  electors.  Springer  was  the  spokesman  of  the  bui'ghers  of 
Stockholm,  who  insisted  that  their  rej)resentative  in  the  Diet  ought 
to  consult  the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  not  to  act  in  opposition 
to  them.  Springer  also  charged  Plomgren  with  abetting  the  incursion 
of  the  Dalecarliaus  in  174.3,  after  the  defeat  in  Russia;  and  with  the 
distribution  of  Danish  money.  Springer's  theory,  that  a  representative 
is  responsible  to  the  majority  of  liis  constituents  savoured  too  much 
of  repubhcanism  to  be  acceptable  to  the  powers  in  office,  and  as  he 
could  not  bring  sufficient  proof  to  substantiate  his  charges,  Plomgren 
succeeded  in  1747  in  having  him  declared  guilty  of  treason.  C.  F.  Nor- 
denskold  reports  in  his  "Considerations  generales,"  &c.  p.  324,  that 
false  witnesses  deposed  that  Springer  had  used  reprehensible  language 
respecting  the  Eling  of  Sweden,  and  that  on  that  account  sentence  was 
pronounced  against  him. 

From  1743  to  1747,  Sj)ringer  seemed  to  have  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  Swedish  politics;  and  either  in  1746  or  1747,  the  following 
occurrence  took  place,  which  is  related  by  Dr.  S2)ence  (see  Section  X 
in  these  words:  "Mr.  Sjiringer  told  me  before  Mr.  F.  Nordenskold,-* 
Mr.  B.  Chastanier,  and  others  that,  differing  about  poHtics,  Count 
Ekeblad  had  provoked  him  to  draw  liis  sword  upon  him,  but  that 
they  had  made  it  u\),  and  promised  not  to  mention  it  to  any  one 
while  in  life;  that  afterwards  the  Count  had  attempted  to  bribe  him 
with  a  purse  of  10,000  rix-dollars,  which  siTm  and  the  circumstances 
attending  the  affair  Mr.  Swedenborg  particularly  mentioned  to  him 
as  having  from  conversing  with  the  Count  just  then  deceased.  [Count 
Ekeblad  died  in  October  1771].  Every  time  Mr.  Sj)ringer  told 
the  story,  for  he  repeated  it  more  than  once,  he  thi'ew  down  his 
handkercliief  on  the  floor,  while  relating  that  part  of  it  by  my  fireside, 
to  shew  with  what  abhorrence  he  refused  the  purse."  As  Count 
Ekeblad  had  returned  to  Sweden  from  a  foreign  mission  in  1746, 
this  occurrence  must  have  taken  place  either  in  that  or  in  the  follow- 
ing year;  for  at  the  end  of  1747,  Springer  fell  a  victim  to  the 
macliinations  of  his  enemies,  as  related  above.  On  hearing  of  the 
order  for  his  arrest,  he  took-  refuge  at  the  house  of  the  English 
ambassador,  Mr.   Guydiken;    but    he   was    betrayed    by    one    of   the 
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Swedish  servants  of  the  ambassador,  and  the  next  night  was  forcibly 
dragged  away,  and  in  January  174S  taken  to  the  Swedish  state- 
prison,  Marstrand,  near  G-ottenburg.  In  1752,  he  made  his  escape 
in  the  disguise  of  an  old  woman,  leaving  tlie  fortress  about  noon 
with  a  small  whiskey  cask  under  his  arm.  He  left  the  Swedish  coast 
in  a  boat,  in  the  bottom  of  which  he  had  bored  a  large  hole,  with  a 
stopper,  which  he  intended  to  pull  out  in  case  he  should  be  in  danger 
of  capture;  for  he  preferred  death  by  drowning  to  life  in  a  prison. 
He  was  accompanied  by  three  pei'sons,  but  they  had  only  four  loaves 
of  bread,  and  three  pounds  of  meat.  On  the  third  day  they  reached 
the  coast  of  Jutland,  which  was  about  thirty-five  miles  distant,  and 
from  Jutland  Sjiringer  embarked  for  Russia.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
St.  Petersburg  he  assumed  the  name  of  Christopher  Sperat,  and 
received  from  the  Empress  Elisabeth  an  appointment  as  assessor  in 
the  Department  of  Commerce.  Under  her  orders  he  made  a  long 
journey  for  the  promotion  of  commerce,  and  then  settled  down  at 
Archangel;  whence  he  was  summoned  to  Sjt.  Petersburg  in  1754. 
As  the  Swedish  government  had  meanwhile  heard  of  Springer's 
whereabouts  and  demanded  his  surrender  from  the  Russian  government, 
he  resolved  to  take  uji  his  residence  in  London,  refusing  an  offer 
of  the  Austrian  ambassador  to  become  councillor  of  Commerce  at 
Trieste.  He  travelled  incognito  through  the  Russian  pi-ovince  of 
Ukrame  to  Poland,  where  he  was  presented  to  King  Augustus  at 
"Warsaw,  and  related  to  him  the  events  of  his  life.  From  Poland 
he  went  through  Hvmgary  and  Germany  to  Rotterdam;  and  thence 
to  London,  where  he  ari'ived  in  1754.  Here  he  was  presented  to 
I^ng  George  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  was  prime  minister,  was 
invited  to  sit  down,  and  asked  to  relate  to  the  King  his  history. 
In  London  he  soon  came  to  be  a  person  of  consequence;  for,  as 
there  was  no  Swedish  minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James's  at  that 
time  (from  1748  to  1763),  he  watched  over  the  interests  of  his 
comitry.  In  1757,  he  was  requested  by  the  High  Chancellor  to 
preside  in  his  stead  as  an  arbiti'ator  in  an  important  lawsuit;  and 
in  1762  he  was  employed  by  the  English  government  to  conclude 
peace  between  Sweden  and  Frederic  the  Great,  who  was  the  ally  of 
England  against  the  Russians,  Austrians,  French,  and  Swedes,  in 
the  Seven  Years'  War.  A  projior  time  foi-  negotiations  seemed  to 
have  arrived  upon  the  witlidrawal  of  the  Russians  from  the  seat  of 
war  in  1762,  when  Peter  III,  a  personal  admirer  of  Frederic,  ascended 
the  Russian  throne.  The  circumstances  under  which  Sweden  joined 
the  enemies  of  Frederic  are  related  in  Document  19(J,  page  543, 
where  it  appears  that  King  Adolphus  Frederic  and  his  Queen,  Louisa 
Ulrica,^^   were  opposed  to  Sweden's  i^articipation  in  the  war,   while 
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the  Senate  or  the  Privy  Council  were  in  its  favour.  The  policy  of 
England  consisted  in  strengthening  the  hands  of  Adolphus  Frederic, 
by  subsidizing  him  with  a  large  sum  of  money.  This  plan  was 
agreed  upon  after  consulting  mth  Mr.  Springer,  and  he  was  selected 
by  Mr.  Pitt  to  carry  it  out.  These  particulars  Mr.  Springer  related 
to  0.  F.  Nordenskold,  who  published  them  in  his  "Considei'ations 
generales,"  &c.,  pp.  324  and  325.  There  we  learn  that  the  first 
step  taken  by  the  Eughsh  government  was  to  appoint  Springer  a 
privy  councillor  of  Commerce;  whereupon  he  communicated  with 
trusty  friends  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  by  the  greatest  pru- 
dence and  disinterestedness  succeeded  in  conveying  the  large  sum 
of  £100,000  into  the  hands  of  the  King.  This  sum  was  apphed  by  the 
King  in  conciliating  the  more  obstreperous  and  obstructive  delegates 
in  the  Swedish  Diet,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  majority  of  that 
assembly;  and  afterwards  he  took  measui-es  to  induce  the  Senate 
to  summon  a  meeting  of  the  Diet,  which  for  several  years  they 
had  steadily  refused  to  do.  These  particulars  are  described  by 
C.  F.  Nordenskold  thus:  "Prince  Gustavus  now  announced  to  the 
several  departments  that  his  father  was  no  longer  willing  to  reign 
over  Sweden;  and  in  the  eulogium  which  he  pi-onounced  upon  his 
father  he  said,  'We  saw  the  King  lay  down  liis  crown,  and  five  days 
afterwards  resume  it  again,  the  Diet  having  been  summoned,  and 
order  restored.'"  The  result  of  all  this  was  that  the  poHcy 
of  peace  prevailed  at  the  Diet,  and  that  peace  was  concluded 
between  Sweden  and  Frederic  the  Great,  in  1762. 

Springer  wrote  on  this  subject  to  Abbe  Pernety  (see  Section  X): 
"The  particulars  Swedenborg  has  told  me  respecting  my  deceased 
friends  and  enemies  and  the  secrets  between  us,  are  almost  incredible. 
He  explained  to  me  the  mode  in  wliich  peace  was  concluded  be- 
tween Sweden  and  the  King  of  Prussia;  and  he  praised  my  conduct 
on  that  occasion.  He  even  specified  the  high  personages  whose 
services  I  made  use  of  at  that  time;  which  was  nevertheless  a 
profound  secret  between  us.  On  asking  him  how  it  was  possible  for 
him  to  obtain  such  information,  and  who  had  discovered  it  to  him, 
he  rephed,  "Who  informed  me  about  your  affair  with  Count  Claes 
Ekeblad?  You  cannot  deny  that  what  I  have  told  you  is  true. 
Continue,"  he  added,  "to  merit  his  reproaches;  depart  not  from  the 
good  way,  either  for  honours  or  gain;  but,  on  the  contrary,  continue 
as  constant  therein  as  you  have  been  hitherto,  and  you  will  prosper." 

In  the  Antecknmgar,  &c.  (p.  169),  we  read  further  concerning 
Springer:  "He  became  finally  reconciled  to  the  Swedish  government, 
and  was  honoured  by  letters  from  King  Adolphus  Frederic  and 
King  Gustavus  III,  both  of  whom  sought  to  induce  him  to  return 
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to  his  native  country,  which,  however,  he  dechned  to  do,  pleading  his 
advanced  age.  BjornstAhl  writes  that,  when  he  was  in  London  in  1775, 
Sjiringer  was  looked  upon  as  the  oldest  j^jillar  in  the  Council  of  the 
Swedish  Church  in  that  place.  He  found  that  he  was  very  well  informed 
in  contemporaneous  pohtics,  and  in  the  secret  history  of  Sweden,  England, 
and  Russia,  that  he  talked  like  a  proj^het  about  things  past  and 
future,  that  he  was  consulted  as  an  oracle  by  the  highest  gentlemen, 
tliat  he  seemed  especially  created  for  diplomacy,  and  that  he  was  a 
most  excellent  pohtician.  He  calls  him  the  father  of  the  Swedish 
nation  in  London.  He  died  August  9,  1788,  and  according  to  his 
own  wish  was  buried  in  the  Swedish  chui'chyard.  Li  the  burial 
register  of  the  Church  we  find  the  following  notice  resjaecting  him: 
"He  defended  the  Swedish  Church  in  London  against  several  unlawful 
attempts  which  were  made  to  interfere  with  its  rights,  and  was  its  stay 
and  support  for  a  long  period.  He  always  loved  his  country  sincerely 
and  faithfully;  and  during  the  thirty-five  years  of  his  residence  in 
London  gladly  assisted  with  information  and  advice  his  travelhng 
countrj-men  who  came  to  England." 

On  the  relations  between  Springer  and  Swedenborg,  the  formei- 
wrote  to  Abbe  Pernety,  "As  regards  myself,  I  cannot  assign  a 
reason  for  Swedenborg's  great  regard  for  me,  who  am  not  a  man  of 
Hteratui-e.  It  is  true  that  we  were  good  friends  in  Sweden,  but  that 
this  friendship  should  have  continued  between  us  with  such  constancy 
as  it  did,  is  what  I  did  not  expect." 

NOTE  122. 

JONAS  CEDEESTEDT. 

Jonas  Cederetedt  was  a  councillor  in  the  College  of  ]\[ines  when 
Swedenborg  became  connected  with  it.  He  was  first  attorney  and 
afterwards  clerk  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  at  Upsal.  In  1685  he  became 
private  secretary  to  Count  Fabian  Wrede,  who  was  president  ot  tlie 
Coui't  of  Reduction  or  Sequestration,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  reclaim 
to  the  crown  from  the  nobility  the  estates  which  had  gradually  become 
alienated  from  it.  On  account  of  his  services  in  that  court  he  was 
promoted  in  1687  to  the  position  of  attorney  in  the  College  of  Mines. 
In  1704,  he  became  assessor  in  the  College;  was  ennobled  in  1705, 
when  he  changed  his  name  from  Carlstedt  to  Cederstedt;  and  in  1713 
he  received  the  appointment  of  councillor  of  Mines.    He  died  in  1730. 

Swedenborg  repeatedly  mentions  his  former  colleague  in  the 
"Spiritual  Diary,"  (nos.  4701—4703,  4826,  5967,  6032.)  His  collusion 
with  Secretary  Porath  bj-  which  he  obtained  various  sums  of  money 
detailed  in  nos.  4701-4703,  is  described  in  Note  127. 
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NOTE  123. 
ANDERS  STROIINEE. 

He  was  an  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines,  whenSwecIenborg  became 
connected  with  it  in  1717.  After  filling  several  important  posts  in 
the  Bank  and  in  the  Swedish  Mint,  he  was  appointed  assessor  of 
the  College  of  Mines  in  1699,  and  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a 
councillor  of  Mines  in  1720.  He  died  in  1730  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  His  daughter  Anna  Catherina  was  married  to  Assessor  Olof 
Benzelstjerna  (see  note  to  Document  61),  a  younger  brother  of 
Ericus  BenzeHus. 

NOTE  124. 
DA^^D  LEIJEL. 

David  Leijel,  a  cousin  of  Adam  Leijel  (see  Note  103),  was  an 
assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines  when  Swedenborg  became  connected 
with  it.  He  retired  from  the  CoUege  in  1722,  with  the  title  of 
Councillor  of  Mines;  and  as  he  removed  to  his  mining  proj^erty, 
Elfkarleby,  before  Swedenborg  settled  down  in  Stockholm,  they  do 
not  seem  to  have  become  intimately  acquainted.     He  died  in  1727. 

NOTE  125. 
JOHAN  BERGENSTJEENA. 

Johan  Bergenstjerna,  assessor  and  subsequently  councillor  at  the 
College  of  Mines,  was  born  in  1668  atLinkoping,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  his  father  Peter  Berg  was  a  farmer.  Bergenstjerna's  name 
frequently  occurs  in  the  Acts  of  the  College  of  Mines  in  connection 
with  that  of  Swedenborg;  for  the  two  were  not  only  members  of 
the  same  \)Oard  from  1723  to  1727,  but  they  were  often  associated 
in  making  inspecting  toiu-s  among  the  mines.  Besides,  they  were  in  a 
certain  sense  related  by  marriage,  as  Bergenstjerna  mamed  in  1735 
Elisabeth  Brink,  tl>e  widow  of  Swedenborg's  younger  brother  EKezer 
(see  Document  62).  Bergenstjerna  entered  the  College  of  Mines  in  the 
usual  way,  being  first  auscultant,  without  salary,  in  1699;  in  1707,  he 
became  notary;  in  1708,  attorney,  and  in  1713  secretary.  In  1720  he 
was  emiobled,  when  he  changed  his  family  name,  Berg,  into  Bergen- 
stjerna; the  same  year  he  became  an  assessor,  and  in  1731  councillor 
of  Mines;  wliich  office  he  held  imtil  1747,  when  he  retired.    He  died  in 
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1748.  His  son,  Daniel  Bergenstjevna,  by  his  first  wife,  mamed 
Helena  Christina  Swab,  daughter  of  his  second  mfe,  EUsabeth  Brink, 
and  her  third  husband,  Anders  Swab  (see  Note  66);  Bergenstjema 
himself  having  been  her  fourth  husband. 

As  Swedenborg  was  so  intimately  acquainted  with  Bergenstjema 
during  his  natural  life,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  he  would  meet 
him  again  in  the  other  world;  we  accordingly  find  several  re- 
firences  to  him  in  the  "Spiritual  Diary."  In  no.  4.351  he  says  con- 
cerning him,  "During  liis  life  in  the  world  he  was  of  such  a  nature 
that  he  injured  no  one  ojienly,  but  he  injured  others  secretly,  when- 
ever he  could  do  so  ^\^thout  being  discovered;  lie  was  merciless." 
And  in  nos.  4.S96,  5132,  and  5133  he  speaks  of  him  as  the  hypocrite 
Bergenstjema.  In  the  last  number  he  says:  "He  was  of  such  a 
character  that  in  the  world  he  was  reputed  a  sincere  man,  who 
acted  for  the  good  of  the  neighbour,  the  country,  the  Church,  and 
for  God,  when  yet  he  was  only  in  favour  of  himself;  he  denied  every 
thing  of  the  Chiu-ch,  yea  the  Divine  itself,  and  loved  only  his  own 
family  and  gain.  Hence  it  was  that  in  the  other  world  he  was 
chiefly  in  externals,  and  spoke  and  thought  just  as  a  man  in  the 
world,  at  which  the  spirits  wondered."     See  also  no.  5711. 

NOTE  126. 
GORAN  VALLERinS. 

Goran  Yallerius,  mentioned  in  Documents  159,  161,  161c,  and  163c 
among  the  assessors  of  the  College  of  Mines,  was  a  younger  son  of 
Professor  Harald  Vallerius  (see  Note  71).  He  entered  the  serv-^ice 
of  the  College  of  Klines  at  Fahlun  in  1703;  became  master  of  Mines 
(hergmdstare)  in  Ui^land  and  Vester-NoiTland  in  1714,  and  in  the 
Oester  and  Vester  Berglagen  in  1722.  In  1730  he  joined  the 
College  of  Mines  as  assessor.  In  1742,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  and  died  in  1744. 

NOTE  127. 
NILS  PORATH. 

Nils  Porath  was  secretary  of  the  College  of  Mines  soon  after 
Swedenborg  became  an  active  member  of  it  in  1723.  AVhen  Sweden- 
borg applied  for  leave  of  absence  in  1736,  and  reUnquished  half  his 
salary,  the  College  proposed  to  the  King  that  Secretary  Porath  should 
receive  300  dalers  in  addition  to  his  own  salary  as  secretary,  and 
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that  he  should  undertake  the  duties  of  Assessor  in  Swedenborg's  place, 
as  appears  fii'om  Document  162.  In  the  same  document  (p.  453)  the 
College  gives  him  the  following  testimony:  "Nils  Porath,  on  account 
of  his  abihty  and  experience  in  every  tiling  connected  with  mining 
and  his  long  and  faithful  sei'vices,  has  already  twice  been  proposed 
for  an  Assessorsliip  in  the  College."  In  his  "Spiritual  Diary," 
nos.  4701-4703,  under  the  head,  Wonderful  things  respecting  the 
memory  remaining  after  death  (Porath  and  Cederstedt^-^),  Sweden- 
borg  mentions  a  number  of  particulars  that  were  read  from  the 
memory  of  these  two  men  as  from  a  book;  and  which  shows  in  a 
remarkable  manner  how  in  the  other  life  our  sins  will  find  us  out. 
The  particulars  respecting  Porath  related  cliiefly  to  various  sums  of 
money,  amounting  altogether  to  about  forty  thousand  rix-dalers,  of 
wliich  he  had  in  various  ways  deprived  two  private  persons  and  the 
public,  and  which,  when  examined,  he  confessed,  besides  many  other 
things,  with  all  their  details.  "Afterwards,"  he  says,  "those  sums  were 
recoimted  which  had  been  accepted  by  Cederstedt,^^^  which  occupied  not 
quite  an  hour's  time;  there  were  from  300  to  400  different  sums,  which 
were  all  acknowledged  by  him.  And  he  did  so  as  soon  as  they  were 
pointed  out,  which  was  done  with  the  minutest  particulars.  His  book 
also  was  read  word  for  word;  all  that  had  been  put  down  in  one 
page,  certain  sums  that  he  had  received,  and  which  he  had  also 
written  down.  In  short,  it  was  astonishing  to  hear  how  all  these 
things  were  recounted  without  a  mistake  in  less  than  an  hour.  All 
who  stood  by  wondered  that  there  should  be  such  a  book,  from 
which  all  things  are  revealed  and  whence  they  are  recalled.  He 
acknowledged  all,  because  all  the  circumstances  were  exhibited." 


NOTE  128. 
BARON  OLOr  CEDEESTEOM. 

As  secretary  of  State  from  1728  to  1739,  Baron  Cederstrom 
dispatched  the  business  connected  with  Swedenborg's  ajjphcation  for 
leave  of  absence  in  1736  (see  Document  162,  B).  He  was  the  son 
of  Bishop  Cailsson  of  Westeras,  mentioned  in  page  108.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  Privy  Council  or  Senate  in  1739,  and  died  in  1745. 
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NOTE  129. 
HANS  BIERCHENroS. 

Ilaus  Bierchenius  was  promoted  to  Secretary  Porath's'-''  place, 
when  Swedenborg  left  the  College  of  Mines  on  leave  of  absence  in 
1736  (see  Dr.  Kahl's  "Narratiunculae,"  p.  13).  In  1750,  he  was  raised 
to  the  dignity  of  assessor.  He  married  Anna  Catharina  Leijel,  who 
was  related  to  the  Leijels  of  Notes  103  and  124.  He  is  one  of  the 
few  persons  with  whom  Swedenboi'g  was  associated  at  the  College 
of  Mines  whom  he  found  in  the  other  woi'ld  in  a  good  state.  He 
says  concerning  him  in  the  "Si^iritual  Diary,"  no.  4717:  "I  saw  two 
with  whom  I  had  been  acquainted  in  the  world  (Moraeus'"''  and 
Bierchenius).  They  appeared  with  countenances  which  differed  from 
their  former  ones.  When  asked  whether  I  recognized  the  latter,  I 
said,  No.  I  then  divined  that  it  was  Bierchenius,  and  it  was  also 
discovered  to  me  that  it  was  he.  He  had  a  shining,  fair  human 
countenance,  and  was  seen  in  a  carriage  which  was  half  opened,  for 
he  was  then  reflecting  on  the  doctrine  of  charity." 


NOTE  130. 
GUSTAF  BONEAUSCHOLD. 

Gustaf  Boneauschold  was  secretary  of  State  after  Baron  Ceder- 
strom,^^**  and  in  this  capacity  he  affixed  his  name  to  the  decree  by 
which  Swedenborg's  resignation  as  assessor  in  the  College  of  Mines 
was  accepted  (see  Document  167).  He  was  the  son  of  Abraham 
Boneau,  a  merchant  in  Stockholm.  He  was  private  secretary  to  Count 
Arvid  Horn,^***  in  1707;  and  secretary  to  the  president  of  the  College 
of  Chancery  in  1714.  In  1719,  he  was  ennobled,  and  became  secretary 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior;  in  1727,  he  was  made  councillor 
of  Chancery,  and  in  1739  secretary  of  State.  He  died  in  1754. 
According  to  Anrepp,  Boneauskold  was  the  special  favourite  and 
confidant  of  King  Frederic,  but  was  not  greatly  loved  by  the  people. 
He  was  also  very  intimate  with  Bishop  Swcdberg,  as  appears  fi-om 
Document  18,  where  the  Bishop  says,  "Secretary  Boneauskold  especially 
is  one  of  my  good  friendg."  Boneauskold  mai-ried  in  1727  Margaretha 
S.  Palmqvist,  the  daughter  of  Swedenborg's  former  partron,  High- 
Chancellor  Palmqvist  (see  Note  61).  His  character,  as  it  developed 
itself  in  the  other  world,  is  described  by  Swedenborg  in  the  "Spiritual 
Diary,"  nos.  4788  to  4790.     "He  was   of  such  a  character  that  his 
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thought  about  men  was  determined  by  gain,  and  not  by  their  merit 
or  their  excellence  of  life.  Li  his  mind  he  always  showed  a  pre- 
ference for  and  praised  him  from  whom  he  received  or  might  receive 
gain,  and  he  inveighed  against  those  from  whom  he  did  not  derive, 
nor  hoped  to  derive  any  advantage.  Such  was  his  character  and  his 
nature,  and  hence  he  became  altogether  stupid,  thinking  that  the 
world  was  everything." 

NOTE  131. 
STANISLAUS  LECZINSKY. 

Stanislaus  Leczinsky,  King  of  Poland,  who  is  mentioned  in  the 
Introduction  to  Document  172,  page  484,  was  bom  at  Lemberg  in 
1677.  His  father,  Rafael  Leczinsky,  was  one  of  the  most  opulent 
nobles  of  Poland.  As  early  as  1699  young  Stanislaus  was  sent  as 
Polish  ambassador  to  Turkey,  and  in  1704  to  Charles  XII,  after  he 
had  defeated  Augustus  II,  and  deposed  him  fi-om  the  throne  of 
Poland.  In  his  capacity  of  ambassador,  Stanislaus  made  such  a 
favourable  impression  on  Charles,  that  he  resolved  to  have  him 
created  King  of  Poland.  This  took  place  in  1705.  The  further 
particulars  of  liis  life  v?ntil  1733  will  be  found  in  the  Introduction 
mentioned  above.  There  it  is  stated  that  Stanislaus  reigned  in  Poland 
till  1709,  when,  upon  the  defeat  of  Charles  XII  at  Pultawa,  he  was 
dethroned,  and,  after  staying  for  some  time  in  Sweden,  went  in  1723 
to  Weissenburg  in  Alsace.  After  the  death  of  Augustus  II  in  1733, 
Stanislaus  was  again  proclaimed  King  of  Poland  by  a  faction  of  the 
Polish  nobility,  and  went  to  Dantzic.  He  was,  however,  defeated  by 
Augustus  in,  with  the  help  of  Russia.  Besieged  by  the  Russians 
in  Dantzic,  Stanislaus  narrowly  escaped  being  made  prisoner,  by  fleeing 
in  the  disguise  of  a  peasant  to  Marienwerder.  By  the  conditions 
of  peace,  wliich  was  concluded  in  Vienna  in  1735,  Stanislaus  was 
compelled  to  abdicate  the  Polish  throne,  though  allowed  to  retain 
the  title  of  Ejng  of  Poland  dining  his  life.  He  recovered  the  con- 
fiscated possessions  of  his  family,  was  created  Duke  of  Loraine  and  Bar, 
and  took  up  his  residence  at  Luneville.  After  his  death  in  1766,  these 
provinces  were  absorbed  by  Prance.  King  Stanislaus  is  said  to  have 
been  one  of  the  best  sovereigns  of  Eui'ope  during  the  last  century. 
He  is  also  known  as  an  author,  having  in  1765  pubhshed  in  Paris 
in  4  volumes  his  "(Euvres  du  philosophe  bien  faisant,"  which  treats 
of  philosophy,  morals,  and  politics,  and  shows  his  love  for  the  arts 
and  sciences. 
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NOTE  132. 
COUNT  LEWENHAUPT. 

Count  Charles  Emil  Lewenhaupt,  was  born  in  1691.  In  1709,  he 
was  captain  in  the  service  of  Holstein;  and  in  1715,  colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  the  island  of  Riigen.  In  1720,  he  was  extraordinaiy 
ambassador  of  Sweden  to  Vienna;  and  in  1722,  lie  became  major- 
general  of  cavahy.  In  1734,  he  was  appointed  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  Diet;  and  when  war  was  declared  against  Russia  in  1741,  he 
was  made  commander-in-chief  of  the  Swedish  army.  On  account 
of  his  non-success  in  war,  he  fell  a  victim  to  state  intrigues,  and  was 
beheaded  in  August,  1743  (see  p.  485). 

NOTE  133. 
COUNCILLOR  NORDENCRANTZ. 

Anders  Nordencrantz,  Swedenborg's  opponent  at  the  Diet  of 
1760  and  1761,  was  born  in  1697  at  Sundswall,  whex'e  his  father 
Lorentz  Backman,  was  burgomaster.  His  father  had  tliirteen  children, 
and  could  not  devote  much  time  or  money  to  the  education  of  Anders; 
besides,  the  Swedish  "Biografiskt  Lexicon"  informs  us,  he  was,  while 
a  boy,  dull  and  of  slow  compi-ehension.  The  result  was  that  he  grew 
up  without  much  information,  and  had,  when  a  young  man,  to  make  up 
for  his  eai-ly  deficiencies  by  close  apjilication  and  persevering  study. 
Nordencrantz  accordingly  was  a  self-taught  man,  and  combined  in 
a  great  degree  all  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  such  a  mode 
of  study.  The  disadvantages  were  a  great  conceit  of  his  own  learning 
and  opinions,  and  a  contempt  for  the  learning  and  opinions  of  others, 
coupled  with  great  obstinacy ;  but  at  the  same  time  with  an  iron  will 
which  enabled  him  to  conquer  difficulties  and  remove  obstructions. 
Like  aU  men  of  strong  will,  Nordencrantz  had  many  friends  and  many 
enemies  during  his  life,  but,  as  his  biographer  informs  us,  he  had 
not  a  single  friend  who  remained  his  friend  during  the  whole  of  his 
life.  Nordencrantz  engaged  early  in  business  for  himself,  and  in 
1720  removed  to  Drontheim  in  Norway,  whence  he  traded  to  frreat 
Britain  in  fish  and  other  merchandize.  In  1722,  he  suffered  ship- 
wreck in  going  to  Scotland,  and  on  being  rescued  went  to  London, 
where  he  studied  trade,  political  economy,  and  mechanics,  and  began 
the  composition  of  a  work  on  commerce  and  political  economy.  In 
1724,  he  returned  to  Sweden,  and  performed  some  engineering  works, 
by  which  he   acquired  credit  at  home  and  in  Russia;   and  in  1727, 
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was  elected  a  member  of  the  Diet  for  Sundswall.  Here  he  opposed 
a  measure  for  the  manufacture  of  salt,  which  had  been  granted  by 
the  King  to  an  English  company,  whereby  he  gained  some  renown. 
In  1730,  his  work  on  pohtical  economy  appeared,  entitled  Arcana 
(Economice  et  Gommercii,  which  had  all  the  defects  and  also  the 
excellencies  of  a  self-taugiit  man,  being  exceedingly  prohx,  and  lacking 
order  and  system,  but  containing  in  it  some  shrewd  and  brilhant 
passages.  On  the  strength  of  this  work  and  his  merits  in  general, 
the  House  of  Burghers,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  sent  a  memorial 
to  the  King,  recommending  Nordencrantz  for  an  honourable  position 
in  the  State.  He  thereupon '  received  the  appointment  of  consul  at 
Lisbon,  and  was  shortly  afterwards  promoted  to  the  post  of  charge 
d'affaires  of  Sweden  at  the  Court  of  Lisbon.  By  his  own  request 
he  was  recalled  to  Sweden  in  1736,  when  he  married  a  rich  wife, 
and  spent  the  next  ten  years  of  his  life  in  the  country,  writuag  a  work 
on  Spain,  which  was  printed  in  1743.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
ennobled,  when  he  changed  his  name  from  Backmansson  to  Norden- 
crantz. In  1747  he  was  appointed  councillor  of  Commerce,  but 
resigned  the  office  in  1762. 

In  the  year  1755  a  I'ise  m  the  course  of  exchange  excited  the 
attention  of  the  whole  country,  and  then  arose  those  circumstances 
which  are  des9ribed  in  the  Introduction  to  Document  174,  and  which 
on  the  one  hand  induced  Nordencrantz  to  pubhsh  the  work  described 
in  the  Introduction  to  Document  181,  and  on  the  other  hand  led 
Swedenborg  to  compose  Docmnents  174,  175,  176,  and  177.  Norden- 
crantz belonged  to  the  party  of  the  "caps,"  and  Swedenborg  was 
more  in  favour  of  the  "hats;"  Nordencrantz  sought  the  cause  of 
the  rise  of  exchange  in  a  combination  of  some  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  Stockholm  and  in  the  Swedish  form  of  government, 
of  which  Count  A.  J.  von  Hopken  was  the  head.  Swedenborg,  in 
Document  174,  traced  the  effects  to  entirely  different  causes;  besides,  he 
stood  up  boldly  for  the  existing  form  of  Grovernment  in  Sweden,  and 
defended  Count  Hopken  and  his  colleagues  against  the  attacks  made 
upon  them  by  the  party  of  the  "caps."  Sw^  ""  mborg's  share  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Diet  of  1761  is  d.  Count  Hopken  in  a 

letter  to  General  Tuxen  (see  Section  X)  in  these  words:  "The  most  solid 
and  best  written  memoi'ials  at  the  Diet  of  1761,  on  matters  of  finance, 
were  presented  by  Swedenborg.  In  one  of  these  he  refuted  a  large 
work  in  quarto  on  the  same  subject,  quoting  from  it  all  the  corre- 
sponding passages,  and  all  this  in  less  than  a  sheet."  This  was  the 
book  pubhshed  by  Nordencrantz;  and  Swedenborg's  review  of  it 
constitutes  Document  181.  The  racy  correspondence  resulting  thence 
between   Swedenborg   and  Nordencrantz  is   contained  in  Documents 
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182  to  193,  and  also  the  various  resolutions  and  expostulations  which 
were   offered    on  the  subject  in  tlie  Swedish  Diet, 

The  measures  advocated  by  Swedenborg  succeeded  in  the  end, 
for  in  January,  17G2,  the  members  of  the  Secret  Committee  were  called 
in,  and  it  was  resolved  that  henceforth  no  money  should  be  advanced 
on  movable  propei'ty,  which  is  the  substance  of  Swedenborg's  first 
resolution  on  page  501.  Nordencrantz  now  held  aloof  from  politics 
for  a  wliile,  and  also  made  friends  with  Swedenborg,  as  appears  from 
Document  194.  The  part^--  of  the  "hats"  also  continued  to  hold  the 
reins  of  government. 

In  the  next  session  of  the  Diet,  however,  the  party  of  the  "hats" 
was  forced  to  retire.  Now  Nordencrantz  came  again  to  the  front; 
and  a  plan  advocated  both  by  Nordencrantz  and  Swedenborg  was 
introduced,  that  the  circulation  of  paper-monej^  should  be  limited 
to  the  amount  of  bullion  held  in  store  by  tlie  Bank.  Swedenborg, 
however,  proposed  to  reach  this  result  slowly  and  l)y  degrees,  while 
Nordencrantz  was  in  favour  of  more  decisive  and  energetic  measures, 
which  were  the  measures  adopted.  But  this  procedui'e  increased  the 
difficulties  instead  of  lessening  them;  so  that  they  returned,  in  the 
Diet  of  17G9,  to  the  original  plan,  by  which  the  Bank  was  authorized 
again  to  advance  money  on  every  descrijition  of  property. 

Nordencrantz  had  meanwhile  become  a  Bank  commissioner,  which 
gave  him  a  more  intimate  insight  into  the  nature  of  the  financial 
crisis  in  Sweden,  and  on  these  su])jects  he  continued  writing  until 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1772,  the  same  year  that  Swedenborg 
departed  this  life. 

Nordencrantz's  biographer  in  the  Swedish  "Biografiskt  Lexicon" 
sums  up  his  character  in  these  words:  "He  was  a  man  of  judgment 
and  intelligence;  but  one-sided  and  partial;  he  was  self-willed,  con- 
ceited, and  obstinate,  like  most  self-made  and  self-taught  men;  dry, 
massive,  uncouth,  and  strong  in  hate;  yet  I  believe  him  to  have 
been  an  honest  man,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  disinterested  lover  of 
his  country." 

NOTE  i;m. 
BAEON  GAEL  FREDERIC  VON  HOPKEN. 

Baron  Carl  Frederic  von  Hopken,  a  younger  brother  of  Count 
Anders  J.  von  Hopken,  to  whom  are  addressed  Documents  183 
and  188,  was  bom  in  1713.  He  was  appointed  royal  chamberlain 
in  1732,  and  the  same  year  he  and  Edward  Carleson'-^"*  were  sent 
by  the  College  of  Commerce  to  the  East,  to  advance  the  com- 
merce of  Sweden.     They  travelled  through  Germany,   Holland,   and 
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France,  and  then  went  by  way  of  Italy,  Grreece,  and  Cyprus  to 
Egypt,  where  they  spent  some  time.  From  Egypt  they  returned 
by  way  of  Asia  Minor,  Constantinople,  Sei'via,  and  Bosnia  to 
Venice,  where  they  found  a  royal  decree  aj^pointing  them  both 
charges  d'affaires  at  the  court  of  Constantinople.  They  arrived 
there  in  1735,  and  concluded  a  commercial  treaty  between  Sweden 
and  Turkey  in  1737.  In  1736,  they  were  both  appointed  councillors  of 
Chancery;  and  in  1738,  Baron  Hopken  was  created  envoy  extraordinary 
to  Turkey,  in  which  capacity  he  concluded  a  defensive  alliance 
between  Sweden  and  Turkey.  In  1742,  he  returned  to  Sweden,  leaving 
Carleson  alone  in  Constantinople.  In  1747,  he  became  secretary  of 
State  in  the  Department  of  War,  and  in  1757  president  of  the 
Department  of  Finance.     He  died  in  1778. 


NOTE  135. 
BAEON  PALMSTJEENA. 

Baron  Nils  Palmstjerna  was  according  to  the  Swedish  "Biografiskt 
Lexicon,"  the  strongest  member  of  the  cabinet  of  which  Count  Hopken^^ 
was  chief.  He  was  born  in  1696,  and  served  in  the  Swedish  and 
French  armies  until  1738,  when  he  was  appointed  Swedish  ambassador 
to  the  Court  of  Denmark;  which  post  he  held  until  1744.  In  1746, 
he  was  appointed  senator,  together  with  Count  Hoi^ken,  Count  Ekeblad, 
and  others ;  and  in  1747,  was  elected  chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Lund,  which  greatly  prospered  under  his  administration.  From  1746 
to  1761,  he  continued  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Senate,  and  accord- 
ing to  his  biographer  "he  was  one  of  the  most  prudent,  industrious. 
and  certainly  one  of  the  most  influential,  in  a  government  in  which 
the  King  was  a  mere  cipher.  It  is  quite  possible  also  that  he  had 
a  hand  in  every  thing,  but  he  avoided  the  ajopearance  of  it.  His 
was  'a  Eoman  character'  in  the  Latin  meaning  of  that  term.  In 
the  year  1756,  when  an  attempt  was  made  on  Sweden's  liberty, 
Palmstjerna  seems  to  have  been  the  one  who  more  than  any  other 
of  his  colleagues  held  fast  to  the  principle.  Fiat  jusfitia  et  pereat 
mundus  let  justice  be  done  and  the  world  perish."  Particulars  of  the 
part  Baron  Palmstjei-na  took  in  shaping  the  politics  of  Sweden  wiU 
be  found  in  the  remarks  appended  to  Document  196,  pages  542  to 
546;  where  it  appears  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  Swedish 
Senate  in  1761,  in  conjunction  with  Count  Hopken-^  and  Baron 
Scheffer.i^''  jjg  ^^^  recalled  to  the  Senate  in  the  same  year,  but 
refused  to  accept  the  office.  He  died  on  his  wife's  estate  of  Sorby 
in  Nerike,  in  1766. 
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NOTE  136. 
COUNT  SCHEFFER. 

Count  Carl  Frederic  Sclieffer,  who  was  born  in  1715,  became  a 
member  of  the  Swedish  Senate  in  1751.  From  1756  to  17(J2,  lie 
superintended  the  education  of  the  Swedish  princes,  Gustavus  111 
and  Frederic  Adolphus.  In  1701,  as  ajDpears  from  Document  1U6, 
he  was  obliged  to  resign  liis  seat  in  the  Senate,  in  conjunction  with 
Count  Ho2)ken  and  Baron  Palnistjerna.  He  was  recalled,  howevex', 
the  same  year,  and  continued  in  office  until  1765,  when  the  administration 
passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  pai-ty  of  the  "hats,"  with  whom  Baron 
Sche£fer  was  identified.  In  the  year  1765,  he  left  the  Swedish  Senate 
and  at  the  same  time  his  former  party,  and  joined  the  jiarty  of  the 
King.  In  1770,  he  accompanied  the  Crown-prince  Grustavus  on  his  tour 
through  Europe;  and  it  is  sujjposed  that  during  this  journey  those 
plans  were  matured  which,  in  1772,  when  G-ustavusQI,  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  ascended  the  Swedish  throne,  cuhninated  in  a  coup 
d'etat,  by  which  the  constitution  of  Sweden  was  superseded,  and  the 
King  of  Sweden  became  again  the  personal  ruler  of  his  Idngdom. 
Baron  Scheffer  was  made  a  count  in  1766.  He  continued  to  wield 
great  pohtical  power  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1786. 

NOTE  137. 
COUNT  ERIC  BRAHE. 

Count  Eric  Brahe,  one  of  the  unfortunate  noblemen  who  were 
executed  in  1756  by  order  of  the  Swedish  Diet  (see  Document  196, 
p.  543),  was  born  in  1722.  He  entered  the  Swedish  mihtary  service, 
and  was  made  a  colonel  in  1752.  In  1744  he  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  special  embassy  sent  to  Berhn,  to  accompany  to 
Sweden  the  Pxincess  Louisa  Ulrica,  its  future  Queen. '^  In  1752, 
Comit  Brahe,  as  the  first  count  on  the  roll,  was  vice-president  of 
the  Swedish  Diet,  and  in  1755  he  was  elected  president.  Sweden- 
borg  reports  of  him  in  liis  "Spiritual  Diary/'  n,  5099:  "He  was  executed 
at  10  o'clock,  A.M.,  and  he  conversed  with  me  at  10  o'clock,  P.JM. 
thus  after  twelve  hours ;  and  then  he  sjioke  with  me  almost  continually 
for  several  days.  After  the  second  day  he  commenced  returning  into 
the  former  state  of  his  fife,  which  consisted  in  loving  worldly  things; 
and  after  tlie  third  day  he  was  just  as  he  had  been  in  the  world, 
and  was  carried  away  by  the  evils  wliich  he  had  imbibed  in  the  world." 
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NOTE  138. 

BARON  GUSTAF  JACOB  HORN. 

Baron  Grustaf  Jacob  Horn  of  Rantzien,  a  fellow-sufferer  with 
Count  Bralie,^^^  was  boi-n  in  1706.  He  was  appointed  chamberlain 
of  the  King  in  1731,  and  in  1744  became  court-marshal  of  the  Crown- 
Princess,  Louise  Ulrica,"  who  afterwards  became  Queen  of  Sweden. 
The  names  of  the  two  others  executed  with  Count  Brahe  and  Baron 
Horn  were  Captain  Johan  Puke,  father  of  the  celebrated  Swedish 
Admiral,  Count  Puke,  and  Captain  Magnus  Stalsvard. 

NOTE  139. 
BIDENIUS  RENHORN. 

Bidenius  Renhom,  burgomaster  of  Arboga,  was  appointed  by  the 
Swedish  Diet  prosecuting  attorney  in  the  case  against  Count  Brahe,^^'' 
Baron  Horn,^^*^  and  others,  in  1756,  receiving  6000  i^latar  fi-om  the 
Diet  as  his  fee.  In  1761,  he  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  defenders 
of  Barons  von  Ho j)ken,  Palmstjerna,  and  Scheffer,  and  against  him  is 
directed  the  document  discovered  by  Dean  Wieselgren^^'^  among  the 
archives  of  the  De  la  Grardie  family,  a  document  which  he  ascribes, 
erroneously  we  maintain,  to  Swedenborg.  Linnseus^^  in  his  Nemesis 
Divina  relates  the  following  anecdote  of  Renliorn:  "Renhorn  became 
unwell,  and  eight  days  afterwards  went  to  the  Djurgardsbrunn,  to 
drink  the  waters  there.  One  day  he  invited  all  the  guests  at  the 
springs  to  a  collation,  with  the  exception  of  a  skipper  of  the  name 
of  Ahlstrom,  who,  on  account  of  his  impertinent  tongue,  was  generally 
called  the  Ottoman  Porte.  On  the  following  day  Ahlstrom  demanded  satis- 
faction from  Renhorn  according  to  the  "brunnsrcitt,"  a  jocular  custom  of 
the  springs.  Ahlstrom,  as  prosecuting  attorney,  brought  up  Renhorn's 
part  in  the  condemnation  of  Brahe,  Horn,  and  the  others,  and  he 
moved  that  Renhorn  should  suffer  the  same  punishment.  This  occurrence 
worked  so  much  on  Renhorn's  mind  that  he  left  the  springs  and 
returned  home,  where  he  caught  a  fever  and  died  a  few  days  after- 
wards."    (See  "Nya  Kyrkan,"  &c.,  part  II,  p.  61.) 

NOTE  140. 

PETER  WIESELGREN. 

Peter  "Wieselgren,  the  present  Dean  of  Grottenburg,  was  bom  in 
1800.    Wliile  studying  at  the  University  of  Luud  in  1822  he  accepted 
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nn  irndtatiou  from  Count  De  la  Gardie  to  arrange  his  collection  of 
luanuscripts ;  afterwards  he  had  access  to  the  manuscript  collections 
of  Count  Engestrom  and  others,  thus  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
most  extensive  knowledge  of  Swedish  liistory  and  biography.  In 
1824,  he  began  lecturing  at  Lund  on  the  liistory  of  literature,  and 
in  1828  he  became  librarian  to  the  University.  In  1833,  he  gave  up 
liis  librarianship  and  became  pastor  at  Westerstad  and  Ostraby,  in 
18-47  at  Helsingborg,  and  finallj-  he  became  Dean  of  Gottenburg. 
Wieselgren  is  one  of  the  most  proHfic  of  Swedish  writers,  having  begun 
his  literary  career  as  a  poet  in  1824,  under  the  signature  of  "Minne- 
sanger  ur  Wiirend."  He  is  best  known  as  the  editor  of  the  Archives 
of  the  De  la  Gardie  family  (Delayardiska  Arkivet),  which  since  1848 
are  preserved  in  the  University  Library  of  Lund,  and  were  pubHshed, 
in  twenty  volumes,  from  1831  to  1844;  as  the  contributor  of  more  than 
one  hundred  biographies  to  the  Swedish  "Biografiskt  Lexicon,"  and 
as  the  author  of  a  History  of  Swedish  Literature  (Sveriges  Skona 
Literatur)  in  five  volumes.  He  published,  besides,  a  great  number 
of  sermons,  and  many  pamphlets  and  lectures  in  the  interest  of  the 
temperance  movement  in  Sweden.  As  a  devoted  adherent  of  the  Lutheran 
religion,  which  is  the  state  religion  of  Sweden,  AVieselgren  has  shovvTi 
himself  strongly  opposed  to  Swedenborg,  both  in  his  "History  of 
Swedish  Literature,"  and  in  the  Swedish  "Biografiskt  Lexicon,"  in 
wliich  works  he  gives  long  extracts  from  the  tirade  against  Bidenius 
Renhorn,  which  he  found  in  the  Archives  of  Count  De  la  Gardie, 
and  which,  as  we  have  proved  in  Document  196  (p.  545  to  p.  549j, 
he  erroneously  ascribes  to  Swedenborg. 

NOTE  141. 
THE  DE  LA  GARDIE  FAMILY. 

The  De  la  Gardie  family  is  an  old  and  well-known  noble  family 
of  Sweden,  to  which  their  ancestor.  Baron  Pontus  De  la  Gardie, 
emigrated  at  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  centuiy.  The  founder 
of  the  collection  called  "Delagardiska  Arkivet"  was  Count  Jacob 
Gustaf  De  la  Gardie,  who  was  bom  in  1768,  and  who  died  in  1842. 
Swedenborg  describes  in  his  "Spiritual  Diary,"  n.  1627,  a  marriage 
between  the  Empress  of  Russia  and  De  la  Gardie.  This  account, 
which  he  wrote  in  the  Swedish  language,  was  inserted  by  the  liljrarian 
Klemming  in  his  edition  of  "Swedenborg's  Drommar,"  j).  66  to  p.  70. 
Dr.  Kahl  in  his  "Narratiunculaj"  supposes  that  the  De  la  Gardio 
mentioned  there  is  Count  Magnus  Juhus  De  la  Gardie  who  was 
born  in  1668,  and  who  died  in  1741,  and  was  the  grandfather  of 
the  Jacob  Gustaf  De  la  Gardie  mentioned  above. 
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NOTE  142. 
PROFESSOE  SCHENMAEK. 

Professor  Nils  Sclienmark  of  Lund,  Swedenborg's  correspondent 
in  1766,  T\'as  born  in  1720  in  Ostra  Ny  in  the  diocese  of  Linkoping. 
In  1738,  be  became  a  student  in  Lund,  where  his  uncle  Dr.  J.  "Wablin 
was  dean  and  professor  of  theology.  He  took  his  degree  of  master 
of  philosophy  in  1745;  and  in  1749,  the  observatory  at  Lund  was 
placed  xmder  Ms  charge.  In  1751,  he  was  sent  to  Hernosand  in 
the  far  north,  to  take  observations  there  in  connection  with  those 
made  by  the  celebrated  Erench  astronomer  De  la  Caille  at  the 
Cape  of  Grood  Hope,  with  the  view  of  determining  more  precisely 
the  parallaxes  of  the  moon  and  of  the  planets  Venus  and  Mars.  He 
remained  for  a  whole  year  at  Hernosand,  and  acquitted  himself  so 
well  in  the  Avork  entrusted  to  liim,  that  he  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  1755.  From  1758,  to  1761  he 
surveyed  the  Swedish  coast  from  the  Sound  to  Norway,  in  1763  he 
was  appointed  professor  of  mathematics  at  Lund.  After  a  long  illness 
he  died  in  1788,  universally  respected. 

NOTE  143. 
JOHAN  HELMIK  EOMAN". 

Johan  Helmik  Eoman,  "the  great  musician,"  with  whom,  according 
to  Document  6,  §  23,  S"\v-edenborg,  "siDoke  on  the  day  he  was  buried," 
was  the  sou  of  Johan  Eoman,  musical  conductor  to  Charles  XII, 
and  was  born  in  1694.  He  is  one  of  the  few^  Swedish  musicians  of 
note.  In  his  sixteenth  year  he  became  a  member  of  the  royal  orchestra, 
and  was  sent  by  Queen  Ulrica  Eleonora  to  England,  1o  study  thorough 
bass  under  Handel.  During  his  stay  in  London  he  was  known  as 
the  Swedish  virtuoso,  and  in  1720  was  invited  by  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle to  take  up  his  abode  in  his  palace.  In  1721,  he  returned  to 
Stockholm,  and  in  1727  became  leader  of  the  royal  orchestra.  In 
1735,  he  again  went  abroad,  and  on  his  return  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  Eoyal  Academy  of  Sciences.  The  last  years  of  liis  hfe  he 
spent  on  his  estate  near  Calmai',  where  he  died  December  20,  1758. 

NOTE  144. 
ANDEES  CELSIUS. 

Anders  Celsius,  who  questioned  the  correctness  of  Swedenborg's 
Frincqna  (see  Document  200,  p.  566),  was  the  son  of  Professor  Nils 
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Celsius"  of  TJpsal,  and  was  born  in  1701.  He  was  a  real  mathe- 
matical gemus,  and  under  the  instruction  of  his  father  and  after- 
wards of  Prof.  Burman,^^  he  made  rapid  progress  in  mathematics, 
and  especially  in  astronomy.  In  1728  he  took  the  degree  of  master 
of  philosophy,  and  commenced  lectm-ing  on  mathematics  at  TJpsal  in 
1729;  and  on  Burman's  death  in  1730  he  was  appointed  his  successor, 
lie  was  thus  called  to  a  chair  which  had  been  successively  occupied 
by  his  grandfather  on  his  father's  side,  Magnus  Celsius;  by  liis 
grandfather  on  his  mother's  side,  Anders  Sj)ole,  and  by  his  uncle 
Peter  Elfvius;^*  but  as  there  was  no  observatory  and  no  adequate 
supply  of  astronomical  instruments  at  Upsal,  he  undertook  a  long 
journey  abroad.  In  Nuremberg  he  stayed  with  Dojjpelmayr,  and 
published  his  "Observations  on  the  Aurora  Boreahs"  (Observationes 
laminis  horealis),  in  which  he  declared  himself  opposed  to  the  theory  of 
the  am'ora  deriving  its  light  from  the  zodiacal  light.  He  afterwards 
proceeded  to  Italy,  where  he  corrected  the  meridian  line  which  had  been 
drawn  in  the  Carthusian  Church  at  Rome  by  Bianchini  and  j\Iaraldi. 
Here  he  also  occupied  liimself  in  measuring  the  intensity  of  light;  he 
also  determined  the  real  size  of  the  old  Roman  foot.  When  he  arrived 
in  Paris  in  1734,  Boguer  was  on  the  point  of  departing  for  Peru  in 
order  to  measui'e  a  degree  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  equator. 
Celsius  proposed  measuiing  a  degree  in  the  high  northern  latitudes 
as  well,  and  this  proposal  was  soon  after  carried  out  in  Lapland  by 
himself,  Maupertuis,  and  others.  After  his  return  to  ITpsal  in  1738 
he  wrote  a  work  on  the  meridian  degree  of  Mauperitiis  under  the 
title,  De  ohservationibtis  pro  figura  telluris  detenninanda  in  Gallia 
hdbitis.  He  subsequently  took  observations  after  Horrebow's  method 
on  the  latitude,  and  studied  principally  the  theory  of  the  satellites  of 
Jujiiter.  By  his  influence  the  observatory  at  Upsal  was  finished  in 
1740;  but  Celsius  died  there  soon  afterwards  in  1744.  Many  of  his 
papers  on  meteorology  and  magnetism  are  contained  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Stockholm.  He  originated 
the  centesimal  scale  of  the  thermometer,  which  is  called  after  him. 

NOTE  145. 
MAGISTER  OLOF  HIORTER. 

Magister  Olof  Hiorter,  who,  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Celsius 
computed  the  dechnation  of  the  needle  for  Upsal  and  Tornea  according 
to  the  principles  laid  down  by  Swedenborg  in  his  Frincipia,  (see 
Document  2G0,  p.  580,)  was  born  in  1703.  His  attention  was  early 
drawn  to  mathematics  and  astronomy.     Under  the  patronage  of  Count 
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Oxenstjerna  he  arrived  at  Upsal  in  1732,  a  short  time  after  Professor 
Celsius  had  started  on  his  journey  abroad.  He  was  at  once  appointed 
lecturer  on  astronomy,  and  filled  the  place  of  Celsius  during  his  ab- 
sence. After  the  return  of  Celsius,  he  assisted  him  in  his  astronomi- 
cal labours,  usually  undertaking  the  more  difficult  computations.  After 
Celsius'  death  he  mai-ried  his  sister,  Sara  Marta  Celsia.  In  1746, 
he  was  appointed  director  of  the  observatory,  but  died  in  1750. 

NOTE  146. 
DE.  ANDREAS  LAN^RUS. 

Andreas  Lanaerus,  who  received  as  a  present  the  first  draught  of 
some  of  the  memorable  relations  contained  in  the  "True  Christian 
Religion,"  which  Swedenborg  had  left  on  board  the  ship  in  which 
he  sailed  from  Stockholm  to  Amsterdam  in  1771,  (see  footnote,  p.  62) 
was  at  that  time  curate  at  Carlshamn.  He  acquired  distinction  as  the 
author  of  a  work  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  European  nations 
in  general,  and  of  the  Swedish  nation  in  particular;  and  also  as 
a  poet.  He  obtained  the  degree  of  doctor  of  theology  in  1800, 
and  was  appointed  pastor  of  Ingelstorp,  where  he  died  in  1810. 

NOTE  Ul. 
JOANNES  VASTOVIUS. 

Joannes  Yastovius  is  the  author  of  a  book  on  Scandinavian  saint?, 
pubHshed  at  Cologne  in  1623  under  the  title:  Vitis  Aquilonia  seu 
vitce  sanctorum,  qui  Scandinaviam  magnam  illustrarunt,  the  preface 
to  which  was  vnritten  in  Warsaw,  so  that  it  appears  as  if  Vastovius 
resided  in  Poland.  He  was  a  CathoHc  Swede,  (see  Document  43, 
p.  218)  and  court-chaplain  of  King  Sigismund.  This  work  was  reprinted 
by  Ericus  Benzelius  in  1708;  and  the  reprint  is  meant  by  the  Yitis 
Aquilonia  of  which  Swedenborg  speaks  in  Document  44,  p.  221. 

NOTE  148. 
DR.  NORDBERG. 

Dr.  Goran  Nordberg  was  boi^n  in  1677.  In  1691,  he  became  a 
student  at  Upsal;  and  in  1703,  took  the  degree  of  master  of  philosophy, 
received  holy  orders,  and  was  aj)pointed  chaplain  in  the  artillery. 
He    rose  rapidly    into    favour   with   Charles  XII,   and  in   1707  was 
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appointed  royal  court-chaplain  in  the  King's  body-guard.  Dr.  Nord- 
berg  remained  with  Charles  XII  until  the  battle  of  Pultawa,  when 
he  was  made  prisoner  by  the  Russians.  He  remained  in  captivity 
with  sixty-nine  other  chaplains  until  1715,  when  he  was  exchanged. 
In  the  beginning  of  1716,  he  joined  Charles  XII  at  Stralsund,  where 
he  became  confessor  to  the  King,  and  superintendent  of  the  chaplains 
of  the  army.  He  followed  the  King  to  Lund  and  Nonvay,  until  he 
in  1717  was  appointed  rector  of  the  Clara  jmi-ish  in  Stockholm.  He 
took  an  important  part  in  the  Diets  of  1719,  1723,  and  1731.  In 
1732  he  was  made  doctor  of  theology.  In  1731  he  was  instructed 
to  write  a  Ufe  of  Charles  XII,  which  he  wrote  partly  fii-om  his  own 
observations,  and  partly  from  information  communicated  to  liim  by 
others.  The  manuscript  was  read  by  Queen  Ulrica  Eleonora*  herself, 
who  struck  out  and  added  some  parts  with  her  own  hand.  A 
committee  was  afterw^ards  api^ointed  to  examine  the  work,  which  was 
finally  published  in  1740  in  two  large  foUo  volumes.  The  Swedish 
**Biografiskt  Lexicon"  says,  "Dr.  Nordberg,  who  in  the  familiar  cii'cle 
of  friends  and  in  good  company  did  not  lack  wit,  and  who  as  a 
speaker  was  effective  and  powerful,  as  an  historian  did  not  rise  above 
the  level  of  a  mere  chronicler."  He  died  in  1744.  He  is  repeatedly 
mentioned  in  the  "Spiritual  Diary,"  see  nos.  4543,  4544,  4811,  and  4812. 
In  no.  4543  it  is  said  that  his  ruling  passion  in  life  was  money,  and 
that  he  was  not  over-scrupulous  as  to  the  means  of  obtaining  it, 
although  to  all  outward  appearance  he  was  honest.  In  no.  4811, 
it  is  declared  that  he  did  not  believe  either  in  the  Father,  the  Son, 
or  the  Holy  Si)irit,  although  he  preached  in  accordance  with  the 
Trinitarian  faith;  that  he  treated  the  Sacred  Scripture  with  contempt 
and  contumely,  and  that  this  was  the  reason  why  "in  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  he  was  unwilling  to  preach." 
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